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TRANSUTOR'S  NOTE. 


Tub  title  of  the  first  Tolome  of  the  German  edition  of  this 
work  la  Vvrfa^sung  and  DemocratU  der  Vereini</ten  Staa- 
ten  wn  Am^ika.  Believing  that  the  literal  translation  oi 
that  title  would  not  convey  to  the  Amei'icari  rcjider  as  cor- 
rect an  idea  of  the  contents  of  the  distinguished  aatlior^ 
book  as:  "The  Constitntioual  aiid  Politicat  Higtoi^  of  the 
United  Statea,"  the  translators  of  the  first  Tolmnc  agreed  to 
cull  the  work  in  Englieb  by  the  latter  name.  TliiB  wa^done 
without  any  previous  oonoultation  with  ihe  author  himeell 
Froftteor  v.  llolet,  howcrcr,  has  gires  this  second  volume 
the  title  —  which  is  to  be  |jre«erved  iu  those  that  are  yet  to 
tiome — YerfoMungageichicM^  der  VereinifUn  Staatea  aeU 
der  Administration  Jacksons  —  oP**ThoConstitutiunal  Hia- 
toryof  the  Unite*!  States  from  the  Adniinietralion  of  Jackson.*' 
Il  is  doe  to  lVoFe«&or  v.  Uot&t  nnd  the  puLHc  to  say  that 
the  author  himself  ie  of  opinion  that  tlic  title  clioacn  by  the 
tranalatorn  for  the  first  volume  raises  a  claim  which  that  volu 
ume  does  not  entirely  support  This  second  volume  fulfills 
the  promise  of  the  translatore'  title,  and  hence  the  reader 
will  fiod  the  eco|Wof  thi-i  secxind  vulame  soniowhat  dififerent 
from  that  of  the  first. 

Those  acqnnintcd  with  the  German  edition  will  notice 
tbsA  the  EinUitwng  (Introdoction)  to  the  second  volume  !s 


not  here  translated.    Hie  reason  of  its  omisaion  is  that  it 
was  intended  by  the  anther  onlj  for  the  German  edition. 

I  desire  to  acknowledge  mj  indebtedness  to  the  kind]^ 
oriticism  of  Professor  William  F.  Allen,  of  the  University  of 
"Wisconsin,  GJeneral  James  M.  Lynch,  of  Milwaukee,  and 
Alfred  B.  Mason,  counsellor  at  law  of  Chicago,  my  collabo- 
rator in  the  translation  of  the  first  volume,  whose  withdrawal 
from  the  continuation  of  the  task  has  not  diminished  his 
interest  in  a  work,  the  great  merito  of  which  he  was  one 

of  Che  first  to  rooog^izo. 

JOHN  J.  LALOB. 
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TEE  RKIGN  OF  AJ^KEW  JACKSON. 

Andrew  Jackson^a  odmitiUtmtiou  constitutes,  in  moro 
respects  than  one,  an  important  epoch  id  the  bistoiy  of  the 
United  St&toe.  Witli  the  nuUiScatton  ordinance  of  Sonth 
Carolina  and  the  ooiiiprouiisc  of  18^3,  tho  Uni  pttsfiO  iu 
the  development  of  state^rightsi&ni  came  to  a  close.  Jack- 
Bon'9  election  was  the  trininph  of  tho  radical  over  tho 
luoderate  democracjr.  In  t!ic  person  of  Adainn,  tlic  la^t 
^tatetmu)  who  was  to  occupy  it  for  a  long  time  lell  tlio 

rhite  House:  profeseional  politicians  and  the  crowd  took 
aion  of  it 

A  mere  accident,  in  1824,  brolie  down  the  harrier  wlilcli 
had,  since  1S04,  restricted  llie  taking  of  the  initiative  in 
the  matter  of  proposing  presidential  candidatee  to  congroso. 
William  IT.  Crawfurd,  BCt'retiry  of  the  treasury  tinder  Mon- 
roes wii«  tlif  designated  candidate  of  a  poi-tion  of  the  demo- 
cratic party,  when  a  stroke  of  paralysis  made  of  him  a 
physical  and  mental  rnia.  Spite  of  this,  however,  his  more 
intimate  fi'icad&  did  not  want  to  drop  lum.  Their  hope  was 
in  the  weight  which  custom  gave  to  the  nomination  uiado 
by  u  ao-caljed  "caucus"  of  the  party  members  in  congress. 
Tliey  had  not  rightly  read  the  signs  of  the  times.  The  on- 
democratic  "King  Caucus"  was  already  eo  thoroughly 
bated  that,  nnder  any  and  all  circiimstancca,  bis  days  were 
1 
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numbered.'  Tlie  effort  to  make  eiicli  a  man  the  head  of  tlit* 
nation  decided  bis  immediate  and  penminciit  downfall.  On)> 
ftixty-eight  ^otoe  were  cast  ia  the  caucus,  and,  from  the  very 
lirst  moment,  Crawford  hftd  not  tlic  teait  prospect  of  aueccM,' 

The  leading  men  in  congress  coQ»id^rcd  it  moet  probable 
that  the  "djniwtjr  of  the  eccrotrtricB  of  state"  would  be  ftill 
wijtinned,  and  that  the  youii^r  Adams  would  be  elected. 
The  warieftt  and  oldest  politicians  Wgnn  to  evince  the  tawt 
noteworthy  distrust  of  the  power  of  precedent 

Andrew  Jackson  wiu  a  thoroughly  **  Irri^nlar"  caQdidatc. 
The  legislature  o£  Tennessee  had  recommended  his  election, 
to  the  extreme  aetonieUment  of  the  people  of  the  I^ew 
England  states,  who  did  not  know  whetiicr  to  langh  at  the 
absurdity  or  grow  mi>ih  al  the  audacity  of  the  recommen- 
dation. Hitlierto,  only  the  names  of  men  with  whom  the 
people  had  l>ecil  long  noquainted  as  statesmen  filling  tht^ 
most  important  official  positions.  Iiad  been  mentioned  iu 
connection  with  the  presidency.  But  Jnckson  had  not  yet 
shown  that  he  nndeistood  even  tlie  alphabet  of  the  art  of 
politica.  TcDDC8sc«  had,  indeed,  sent  him  to  the  houfic 
of  representatives  dnring  AVashington's  administration,  auil 
aflcrwiirde  to  the  senate;  but  all  tliat  confrrc*^  knew  of  him 
WR8,  that,  whenever  he  began  ii>  i^peak,  violence  cltoked  hi^ 
Ulterauce.  And  his  mind  was  ns  iiutmined  as  hia  passions 
were  unbridled.  He  had  been,  it  ia  true,  a  lawyer  of  note 
in  Tennoseee,  and  had  sat  on  the  bench  of  the  supreme  conrt 
of  the  state.  But  lie  had  won  hia  laurels  in  thiti  field,  at  the 
time  when,  to  both  lawyers  and  judges,  it  was,  in  Tcnneecee, 

'  Tb«  couctM  tn»,  kowcivr.  not  otUf  luulcDMcntic,  fml  unqocatiotiftUjr 
in  conflicL  with  th«  ((Krit  of  the  conititulioa,  for  art.  11,  wc  1.  $  S,  pn>> 
vidai:  "NoMnAtorot  pepieKRtAtivn.  or  pfnon  holding  an  office  of  bruit 
or  praSt  «iKler  tha  tToitctl  Statw.  sltall  be  appointed  an  okctor." 

*  "Tim  CKiKui  itu  faort  notndjr  but  ito  frirnds,  u  f.u'  na  t  can  jodga 
now."  Dan.  WeUter  to  R*.  WoW«r,  22  Feb.,  1S24.  Webrt«r*»  ?ni. 
Oati«p..  I,  |i.  3M. 
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a  mikttcr  of  Rlinoet  m  much  importance  to  be  up  to  tJie 
wilea  and  intrigues  of  the  Indiaji^,  to  linre  a  fearleee  Iienrt, 
and  be  a  good  ebot,  as  it  was  to  Iw  veiBtnl  in  the  law  o£  tin; 
land. 

Tbe  nntion  knew  Jackson  only  as  a  successful  and  arro;f^nt 
general.  Itut  the  leading  men  of  tbe  eastern  etat<a  tliunglit, 
nnd  rightly  so,  that  tlic  political  wisdom  and  political  eobri- 
ctT  of  the  people  were  too  great  to  nllow  them  to  par  sncli 
&  price  AS  the  presidency  for  tlio  battle  of  New  Orleans  and 
&  few  riotorions  Indian  fighto.  Auother  force,  the  influence 
of  which  they  did  not  comprehend  until  later,  and  even  then 
fmly  imperfectly,  was  the  dcciaivo  one. 

Jack5on  was  the  maji  of  tlie  idhsm^s,  becanso  by  hie  origin 
&i)d  his  whole  course  of  do^'elupiiient,  both  inner  aiid  onter, 
ha  belonged  to  them. 

From  tlio  inofa  of  the  populatioa  in  the  southern  states 
Uiere  arose  aa  aristocracy  of  large  landed  proprietors  and 
tlave  holders,  and  in  the  northeastern  states  a  bourgeoisie 
cenipoevl  of  inurchiiiite,  tliOMC  engaged  in  industrial  punsuits 
and  tlio  foUou'era  uf  the  learned  professions.  The  etnig^e 
for  polittcal  enpremacy  had  thus  far  been  carried  on  by  theee 
tvo  strata  of  the  population;  and  the  plcbi,  with  political 
rig^ta,  AS  ft  rule  did  no  more  than  furnish  the  coinnion  sol- 
iliery  with  which  the  lenders  fought  theii'  battles,  llut  the 
heat  of  party  struggles  and  tlicir  vicissitudes  had  already 
taught  this  tome  plebs,  and  well  enough,  that  the  power  was 
in  their  hands,  and  that  it  only  depended  on  their  will, 
whether  they  would  oxitnally  exercise  it  themselves  or  oot. 
The  conslrnction  of  the  state  was  based  on  the  assumption 
that  they  were  equal  to  the  task,  and  the  talk  of  their  leaders 
had  gradually  clolhed  the  theory  of  popular  sovereignty  in 
iDch  a  garb,  thiit  its  literal  execution  and  tlic  idea  of  the 
re|Hiblic  and  of  freedom  seemed  to  be  coincident  All  that 
mu  wonting  to  chongo  the  deairc  of  making  the  actual  con- 
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dition  of  things  hnrmonize  better  with  tUcory,  into  a  resolpo, 
wivs  an  exciting  eatisc  in  the  ehspc  of  nn  opportnoitj*.  Thin 
opportunity  vvns  afforded  by  Jaokson'a  Cftndidacy,  for  his 
niimo  was  already  a  very  Dotlcfsble  one  in  the  hi&tory  oE 
his  conntTj.  It  wbb  not  the  victorious  gpiirral,  but  the  mnii 
of  the  people,  the  **  popular  man,"  who  by  hia  warlike  deeda 
had  added  to  the  people's  fame  and  dcmonstmtcd  big  qa«Ii- 
ticatious  as  a  leader,  that  was  wlectod  a*  n  gtnndnrd  Iwarer. 
New  England'B  Mom  wua  silenoftd  when  the  etitc  conven- 
tion of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  Itb  of  March,  1834,  witli  only 
otto  disecnting  voice,  indorsed  the  notninntion  of  Oio  Ic^'ela- 
ture  of  Tennessee.  If  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  thore 
were  four  candidates  in  the  field,  Jackson  wonld,  in  all  prob- 
ability, have  been  elcctod,  oven  now,  by  an  imposing  major- 
ily.  In  fonseqiienpeof  this  diTl6ioR,no  one  of  tlie candidates 
reneived  the  constitutional  majority  of  all  the  electoral  votoa, 
and  the  election,  thoreforc,  —  Clay,  who  hnd  rocoivod  tho 
BRiallest  nninlier  of  electoral  votes,  dnipping  ont  —  devolved 
on  the  house  of  rcprcscntntivcs.  Crawford  had  received  only 
four  rotea  more  than  Clay,  and  was  virtually  do  longer  con- 
sidored.'  The  qncstion  was  now  between  Jackson  and  Adnme, 
and  the  dcoixiun  lay  with  Clay  and  his  udherenbs.  Ninety- 
nine  electors  had  voted  fur  Jackeon,  and  eighty'ftiiir  for 
Adams.  Spite  of  this,  however,  Clay  c&st  his  weight  Into 
tlio  balance  for  Adaiut^  and  the  hitter  was  eloctcd  hy  the 
house  of  roproi«n1atives,  by  the  votes  of  thirtefn  slaEcs 
Against  eleven,  of  which  la.<it  »even  wore  cast  for  Jack^^n  and 
four  for  Crawford.' 

'  "  Siiortljr  Mon  the  drctioa  of  pnodntt,  a  raeettDg  was  bpJil  bj-  the 
mnnbax  of  tbn  New  York  ddtyntion.  bitnUf  fa>  ihe  uletviun  of  Mr. 
Cmwford,  tkt  whidi.  .ipou  a  fait  nnr  U  thw  nitgtxt,  ihvy  dcciil<.<d  vritli 
(mat  mumimity  to  ■dlMre  to  Hr.  CrawJord  to  the  cod.  and  team  tito  ckc- 
bon  to  be  iBAds  bj-  «tii««f."  llnmmoiMl,  TbA  likH.  of  Politic*]  taitiM  in 
tho  SttOc  ot  Kev  Tork.  11.  pp.  MO,  541. 

*  Dab.  of  Clcaffr..  VUI,  p.  7^4. 
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A  CDAJUIB  AaAlSar  CLAT.  0 

Tvelve  dajrs  before  the  electioa  in  the  liouse  of  represcnU 
atJTCs,  tbe  Coluinbian  Oi^erv^r,  a  joarnal  issued  in  I'bil- 
adelpliia,  bad  printed  an  aaoaymoiis  letter  charing  CIhj 
with  Imviag  traded  his  influence  to  Ad&ms  for  th«  Atxruta- 
r^^ip  of  state.  Oti«  Kinnur,  ahnlf-educatcd  rcprc^cotalive 
from  Uie  rural  districts  of  Pcimsylvaoia,  acknowledged  liini- 
Mill  later  to  be  the  author  of  the  letter,  and  persiMeU  in  bis 
ebargo,  although  ho  refiisiy]  to  appear  as  a  witneM  before 
tlie  comuiittca  of  tlie  hotifro  of  ruprescntativca),  which  ut 
Obiy^a  owu  rustiest  hod  been  appointed  to  iiiTeatigate  the 
matter.  The  Jackson  party  eagtrly  grasped  at  the  acciifea- 
tiou,  and  when  Clay  afttrwartls  acwrjitc-d  tlie  teciftiuychip 
oE  state^  hid  acceptance  was  declared  on  entirely  vslid  proof 
of  its  tratli.  JaekeoD  himself  was  fully  convinced  of  hi« 
riral's  guilt,  and  remained  so  until  hia  dying  day.  "Tbe 
Imavea,"  wrote  Cky  Januarj-  29,  1625,  to  F.  1*.  Ulair,  "can- 
not comprehend  how  a  man  can  be  honcet" '  Unforttinalcly 
eoougli,  circiiitislanc(!S  iiJTurdiHl  the  "  knaves  "  and  little  eotilb 
the  mo3C  various  point^of  support  for  their  iinpiitationa  and 
■ospicioDS.  Clay  was  neither  personally  nor  politically  a 
frienij  of  Mr.  Adams.  He  iromplaina  hiiiifclf  lliat  he  wu 
left  "  only  a  choice  of  evili!.*"  Beaides,  Krenier's  charge  waa 
oDp  of  those  Libda  which,  in  ekillfal  hands,  never  &il  tu  do 
good  Mfvicv,  no  matter  wliat  the  attimdc  one  may  UMHimti 
towards  tliem.  If  Clay  had  not  been  invited  to  take  a  place 
ia  the  cabinet,  or  if  he  had  dectinixl  the  cull,  there  weru 
tboec  who,  with  hypocritical  glanct:^,  would  liave  congratu- 
lated themeclvea  that  "  honest  Kremor" — evidently  only  n 
mnnx  tool  in  llic  hands  of  others  —  had  by  hisopportuae  rev- 
(jUtlona  presented  U»e"comipl  trade."'    Adams  and  Clay 


'  Priv.  Cotirap.  o(  n.  day.  p.  112. 
^Tbtd.,  p.  110. 

'Auoordine  to  Buriient,  Public  ilea  auil  l^VButj,  I,  p.  70^  tbe  letter  w&i 
potMUy  wiitten  bjr  Eatoa. 
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nculd  Lavo  gained  nothing;  but  the  mMt  in&igQificant  p^r-, 
son  might  bcucefoith  )iope  to  be  able  to  compel  the  most 
distiiiguisbed  and  beat  tried  men  of  the  aatiou  Lo  bead  to 
the  force  of  the  basoet  calumny.  All  tlie  protMtAtiona  po§- 
Bible  that  tbev  Imd  uot  been  iiiSucnced  bj  force,  woold  have 
availed  the  president  and  Cluy  aa  little  as  the  asearaoces, 
•apported  hy  tho  tcetitnony  of  unimpeachable  "wilnewes, 
that  their  decisions  had  been  governed  only  by  political  and 
patriotic  considerations,  availed  them  now,  Benton,  Jaclc- 
R>n'»  fanatical  partisan,  declared  then,  and  later  in  pnbUc,in 
emphatic  words,  tlint  bbforo  December  15,  1S24,  that  to, 
\onfi  before  the  time  at  which  it  was  E^id  tho  alleged  trade 
was  modo,  Clay  himself  bad  informed  him  that  ho  would 
vote  for  Adams.'  Janice  Buclianaii,  who,  according  to  Jack- 
son's stntouiont,  proposed  the  same  trade  to  him,  nt  tho  eng- 
giMtions  of  "Clay's  friend*,"  in  January,  1825,  was  obliged 
to  absolve  Clay  from  being  privy  to  it  in  any  way,  and  lo  take 
this  dubious  attempt  at  friendly  mediation  eutirely  on  his 
own  ehouldera.  Yel,  apite  of  all  this,  theba-ie  He  remained 
a  great  impediment  in  the  way  of  Adams'  further  prop^rcea, 
but  cspoeiolly  of  Clay's,  although  they  had  the  fullest  cer- 
tainty that  their  names  would  be  bonded  down  to  history 
unsnilied  by  this  blot. 

The  oocasBtion  was  so  entirely  baseless  thai  it  could  not, 
for  a  long  seriod  of  yeare,  liave  played  bo  sigaiticant  a  part 
iu  tho  hietory  of  preeidontial  elections,  were  it  not  that 
another  circumstance  mode  tho  election  of  Adams,  through 
Clay's  infliienoe,  appear  in  tho  eyes  of  a  majority  of  the  peo. 
pie  as  the  commission  of  a  great  crime.  Jacluon  had  re- 
ceived a  no  trifling  plurality,  both  of  the  electoral  and  pop- 
ular vote;  and  in  M!\-eral  of  tho  states  which  had  voted  for 
Crawford  or  Clay,  he  was  second  in  fovor.    Relying  on  thii, 

*  ThJity  Ytran'  Vxw.  T,  p.  a-,  Ntl«',  XXZ,  pp.  JTS,  876.  OoiDfan, 
ako,  a^'t  Prt.  Convvp.,  pp.  109-ll'i. 
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he  claimed  thst  the  house  of  represenbtttvee  had  mode  bolil 
to  truDple  the  will  of  the  people  under  foot.'  This  was  bis 
bon«6t  convictlou,  and  tlii«;,  almost  more  tlinn  tlie  personal 
undeceiving  he  had  experienced,  was  the  Bource  of  the  acri- 
mony to  whioli  he  gaTO  vent  on  every  occasion,  in  n  way 
that  ehovod  an  ultcr  abeenee  of  tacL 

The  reproach  fouitd  the  londest  echo  among  tho  people. 
The  coDfilitutionality  of  Aditms'  olectioti  wa«,  of  conrse,  not 
deaiod;  bat  its  *' moral  "jnatilicatioQ  was  culled  in  (|uesLioa.' 
The  "moral "  jiistificatton,  as  it  seemed  to  this  concopUon 
of  the  **I)8mo6  Krateo"  prinuipte,  was  not,  andor  all  cir. 
conistance»)  coincident  with  the  provi^iion  of  the  con»titLition ; 
and  the  majority  of  the  people  joined  with  Jacktion  in  de. 
mandiug  that  the  tatter  ehontd  be  DuconditioQally  sabordi- 
nated  to  the  former*  This  demand  was  not  only  iu  direct 
coQtradictiuu  with  tlie  letter  and  t^piritof  the  coiutitutlon, 
hut  it  attacked  the  principle  of  tho  iiuprernacy  of  law.    In 


■  BewritM  U  My,  18-36:  "If  tt  be  trae  tbot  tfa«  adminiatrntioii  tiave 
eioi  into  power  conttarr  to  tbo  roioo  of  the  nation,  and  are  nnvr  exiiecting 
lif  nicaiu  of  this  panet  tbiu  acquired  to  mold  the  pulflin  vrill  into  im  itc- 
•jQianenc^  mth  their  ftutlionty,  tliea  is  tbe  iuue  fairly  luaiiu  out,  liuill  tho 
yoTcmmcnt  or  ttie  people  rale?  *' 

'Bentoa  writas,  Febniaiy  8,  1S25,  to  J<^  Scott,  tlic  otHy  n-picsrmta- 
lira  bom  UiMOuri  who  hod  dcddcd  to  cast  tfac  voU!  of  tim  slalc  for  AiUnu: 
"Ibe  vote  which  you  intniul  thus  to  ^ve  is  not  your  own.  It  Iwiongs  to 
the  pcopUi  of  thq  Ktiitc  of  ALsnuri.  The;  oiu  against  Mr.  Adama.  1,  ta 
tb^  name,  do  soiPiniily  iirotot  ueiiinst  yoiu  intmtioa,  and  deny  your 
nonlpowertboB  to  bestow  their  T9te."    Kiln,  XXVTIU  p.  &L. 

'Tbe  deotioa  ot  Mr.  AtUma  wus  porfocbl;  oonttjtntiona].  and  us  cncji, 
folly  (Bboitted  lo  by  Um  people;  but  it  wua  oiao  a  violation  of  the  Oewm 
Eatoo  (it<^  pnnci(<I^,  aud  Uiat  riolatiou  was  tigoall;  f«bukod.  .  .  ■ 
Still,  tha  ercnt  objection  to  thn  election  of  Hr.  Adams  was  in  tho  violitlioii 
it  tbi  pRDciple  Demo*  Kioteo,  and  b  tho  qtustioD  wHicli  it  rwwd  of  the 
oundty  of  the  Demoa  to  choose  a  ealo  praeidRnt  for  themaelves  ■  .  . 
vpon  it  (this  high  gnnindj  th9  battle  voa  m^nly  fon^t  (l^tSS)  and  won. 
...  It  was  a  rictoi;  of  pnaci|dc."  Ucntoa,  Thirty  Venn'  Virw,  1, 
I11.47.49. 
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it«  ultimate  cousequoQcc,  it  raised  tha  caprice  ol  a  majoritj, 
nrtd  posgibly  of  a  plurality  of  those  po&eofised  of  tlie  right 
of  isufErage,  to  Hie  dignity  of  solo  law  of  the  land.  IL  wn4 
not  a  postulate  of  dciiiocrac;,  bat  the  ovcrllirow  of  tlie 
outistitutional  state.  In  a  democratic  constitutional  »tatc, 
tlio  I^lly  and  momlly  binding  rale  is  not  tlie  will  of  the 
majority  of  tho  people  cxprcseod  in  any  way  tbat  euils  tbciv 
whima,  but  the  will  of  tlie  majority  expressed  in  tlie  wiiy 
provided  by  the  constitution,  and  in  no  other.  Uuqucslion- 
ably,  in  sacli  a  state,  "tiio  people's"  nrill  la  Uie  will  of  tlie 
state;  but  tho  highest  cxpreseion  of  •*  the  people's"  will,  tbst 
wliicU  uucoiiditiouidly  govornfi,  is  tlie  oonstitutioQ,  oiitsiJe 
lUb  limit  of  wliicli  liee  revolution.  The  Jacknon  democi-ats 
demanded  tliv  fiubordi  nation  of  the  well -considered  will  of 
"the  people,"  fixed  in  the  fundninental  law  of  the  land,  to 
the  mouieulary  wishes  of  the  ]>Gople,  which,  iu  part,  at  least, 
uuuld  bo  uAoertained  only  by  uneertaia  oouibitutioiu  of  cir- 
cumatattoea. 

The  constitntiotial  pronBions  relating  to  the  election  of  a 
president  wore  based  on  two  fimdamentui  notions:  tho  ctoc- 
tion  was  to  be  an  indirect  one,  and  io  cue  no  candidate  ro> 
(•eived  a  majority  of  all  the  electoral  rotes,  an  election  from 
n  smnller  number  of  candidates  was  to  be  bad  by  another 
electoral  body.  To  the  people,  therefore,  it  had  seemed  well, 
without  providing  for  any  excvptiou,  to  fiurrcndcr  all  rtg^it 
to  the  direct  election  of  the  president,  and  to  charge  moii 
with  it  who  stood  to  them  in  a  cunfidential  rehiLion.  If  tluA 
Donree  of  pitocedure  waa  a  damnable  vtolntion  of  the  "  JJemo<i 
Erateo  principle,''  the  people  alone  were  rcApcnsible  for  It. 
If  the  caudo  of  the  violation  of  the  Demos  Krnteo  principle 
were  a  want  of  uonfiduico  in  *'  tiic  capacity  of  the  Demos  to 
choose  a  safe  president  for  tkeoii^lvea,*'  the  biirtben  of  tho 
undemocratic  doubt  had  U>  be  home  by  (lie  Deinos  alone. 
If,  four  jcan  later,  Jackson's  election  was  a  victory  of  tlie 
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right  democnitio  principle,  it  waa  a  victory  of  the  people 
over  tlieir  uwn  self-wilted  orJcring,  incorporRtcd  into,  and 
remaining  in,  tlio  fnndatncntai  law  of  tho  land:  the  people 
slapped  thoir  own  face  und  made  a  laugliing  stock  of  their 
const itu lion.  If  iho  electors  Lad,  without  oft'crin;;  any  rc- 
eistaiice,  ftllowed  the  power  confided  to  them  to  Ic  wre&l«d 
from  tlicm,  and  ooatented  tbenuelres  with  the  etnptj  form, 
that  cc-rtuirily  impoficd  Qo  doty  on  the  house  of  represents- 
tires  to  follow  Iho  example  whca  tho  election  dcvolrcd  on  it. 
Tlie  constitution  intended  that  the  house  ehould  truly  eloc(; 
that  tt  pltuuH^  of  the  electoral  votes  should  not  be  a  stiili- 
cient  expressiou  of  "the  people's"  will;  for  it  cannot  be 
asHoniod  that  it«  framcrs  ugrced  to  any  provision  which 
should  simply  cre&tc  an  empty  and  ohjecLlesis  ceremony. 

Thc«c  events  in  the  election  of  1SS4  pinyed  so  greut  a  part 
in  the  electoral  campaign  of  18^  that  seuator  Bcntou 
rrghtly  designated  its  ieeoo  as  **the  victory  of  the  Demoa 
JCrateo  priiiei|>le  over  the  tlieory  of  the  coHstitutioii.*'  Tho 
question  of  llie  morit^  of  tlie  Adams  adminigtiatioD  and  of 
the  relative  statesmanlike  worth  or  worthlcstiticcs  of  tlie  two 
cuiilidatej,  wm  thrown  completely  into  the  shade.  Adnms 
wa4  not  to  be  reelected,  io  soy  case,  because  success  was  not 
to  be  rooognized  as  a  justification  of  tho  "theory  of  the  con- 
atitntion.''  Jackson  had  to  bo  elected,  that  "the  people" 
might  demoDstrate  that  to  dcspi^o  titcir  "  will,"  oven  under 
the  protoctiog  mantle  of  the  constitution,  was  a  revolt  of 
tlio  servant  sgaiust  his  master,  as  foolish  as  it  was  ADdacions. 
Tliis  was  the  «ouI  of  this  whole  electoral  campaign,  tho  only 
principle  iui-olvod  iu  it  Tliis  one  thuiiglit,  like  a  tidal 
wave,  overtlooded  all  rational  political  thought,  all  political 
thought  which  coueemed  itself  witli  tlie  real  interestit  of  the 
people.  Intoxication  ruled  tho  day:  tlio '* Bcmoa "  wishoil 
to  Klrut  about  in  all  their  niiiji;^ty.  The  power  and  energy 
of  their  will  they  brilliantly  demonstrated,  but  the  more 
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Bober-mindcJ  believed  that  thejr  bad  again  readied  one  of 
Chose  turning  points  at  frhicU  L]ie  queatioD,  how  far  the  na- 
tional liistory  was  a  justification  of  the  principle  ot  Uie  6or> 
eroigiily  of  the  people,  was  a  pertinent  one. 

Tlie  most  serious  thing  was  not  tliat  Andrew  Jaokeon  was 
pi'ererred  to  John  Quincy  Adams,  nor  that  the  etiff-neched 
ewordauian  vias  placed  iit  the  liuad  of  tlic  state.  A  great 
party,  the  greatest  of  the  four  parties  In  tlic  field,  had  de- 
eired  to  do  tbi;  huine  thing  four  jears  before,  and  the  battle 
was  a  relatively  nniinportant  one.  The  motives  tvbicli  now 
led  tlic  people,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  gave  ciTuct  to 
their  will,  ehowod  thai  the  dcmocrutiu  devclopmenl  hud  en- 
tered on  a  new  pliase.  The  most  forcible  argntncnU  were 
tlie  erection  of  a  hickory  pole  and  a  "  hurrali  for  Andrew 
Jacluoii!"  The  war  of  wordK,  both  in  the  prc».s  and  uu  the 
"stump,"  was  rarried  on  more  violently  than  ever  before; 
but  it  had  never  yet  been  so  devoid  of  political  meaning. 
From  the  time  of  the  second  presidential  ehx^tlon,  [lerftODal 
gossip  had»  in  a  very  great  measure,  become  the  loathaome 
BGoeoning  of  presidential  campaigns;  but  norr  go>i>sip  whs 
turned  into  Ixu^  and  studied  calumny.  It  no  longer  eeemod 
to  be  tJie  tabk  of  parties  to  expow  tlie  grounds  of  the  grc-atei- 
wortliinese  and  ecrviceabtencss  of  their  own,  but  the  private 
und  political  vilenees  of  the  op]K>Bing  coudidiUee.  Tlie  moet 
)m]K>rtant  new«]>apcrs  did  not  blnsh  to  trample  together  the 
raoft  sacred  family  relations  into  caiii|>aign  mud.  In  tluSi 
indeed,  they  overbhot  the  mark.  Tlte  rule  of  political  pas- 
sion over  thu  healthy  moral  feeling  of  the  poojile  did  not  ex- 
tend far  enough  to  permit  bnch  wcA|iunE  tu'i>crforin  guod 
Berviee.  Tbey  were  chiefly  employed  against  Jack&on,  and 
contribntcd  thvir  part  to  his  brilliant  victory.  He  reooived 
one  bundnil  and  Miventy-eight  dirctorul  rates,  agaiuat  only 
eighty- three  for  Adama.* 

'D«V.«(C«iwr.,X.p.8U. 
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Hie  pictare  prot^entod  at  tho  solcmnitie!;  attending  tlie 
inaiignmtion  woii  in  keeping  with  tlie  character  of  the  elec- 
toral fnm|Mii^'ii.  AVashinj^too  was  ororfloodal  with  gnestg 
from  far  and  near,  vho  demcAoed  tbotnuflves  as  if  the 
tiirentcned  Hfe  of  tlie  repnhlic  liiid  Ijeen  inacio  wife  by  infi- 
nite exertion.'  A  most  motley  crowd,  thoy  gntherod  around 
iho  new  holder  of  power.  The  victorions  plebs  showed  at 
the  reception  at  tlie  White  House,  in  the  most  forcible  man- 
ner, how  entirely  Ihey  felt  themBClvcs  at  hoino  there.' 

The  mo«t  eurprieing  and  most  signilicantof  all  tho  strange 
Tauee  among  them  were  the  "  hungry  ones,"  who  were  to  he 
found  in  every  group  of  this  society,  swept  together  from 
all  quarters.  Wheresoever  the  carcass  is,  there  wUI  the  vul- 
turee  be  gathered  together. 

The  iimiiguralion  address  declared:  "The  recent  demon- 
elration  of  public  eculimont  m&cribcsou  the  list  of  executive 
dntiee,  in  oharaotere  too  legible  to  be  overlooked,  tlie  task  ol 
R'form."  Tlie  influencing  of  eleetions  by  goverumeiital 
patronage  should  cease,  and  ''tbosc  causes  which  have  dis- 
turbed' the  rightful  course  of  appointment,  end  have  placed 
or^fiontinaed  power  in  unfaithful  or  incompett-nt  hands,"  be 
counteracted. 

)  "To-d^jr  VD  have  had  tbttinaosuntioa.  A  moiiBtious  oowd  of  pMpI* 
i)  fli  tlM  atj.  I  never  aaw  aiqrthinjr  lilts  it  before.  PemmB  have  uae 
Hvn  hundred  mile*  to  Me  General  Jackooo.  and  they  really  sectn  to  think 
tlul  Uie  country  u  remwd  from  toma  dreadful  danger."  Webst^B  I'riv. 
Cotrcfp..  1.  p.  473. 

■ "  Ml«r  tlui  oenanonjr  [the  inaufcumttoii]  wtiM  over,  lh«  pteaidcnt  woot 
to  the  pttlaoe  to  receive  oompaoy,  nai  then  be  wa>  vitib^d  bj  immensD 
trowtit  of  all  wita  of  people,  from  the  bigrliest  and  mot  politbed,  duva  to 
tbaiDWt  vol^AT  and  (rrow  in  tlio  nation.  I  novpr  mw  bdcI)  a  uuxtwe. 
The  rciin>  <^  KioK  *Uob'  Koticd  triumpliunt."  J.  Story  to  his  wife. 
Uaicb  7.  1820.    life  and  Lettera  of  J.  Story.  I,  p.  &G3. 

'  Hie  rightful  coono  of  the  beatointl  of  of&oe  had  Uideed  been  just  db- 
tutbed  ia  na  onunoitt  maima,  but  nob  by  Adnnia.  bat  bj  tlio  aeoata,  and 
If  Jmektcm't  friendi  in  the  senate.    "  After  (vecerai  Jack»o&  wu  kaowD 
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Judge  Story  said  tbnt  the  itddrcu  was  oouchcd  ia  terms  eo 
geoet-al,  tiiat  it  mightmcanererytluii^or  Dotbiug.  Tho  por- 
tion just  cit«d  aloQo  did  he  make  an  oxceptioQ  oL  Oo  what 
feicU  tho  oJiftrgea  mndo  against  the  oat-going  udministniCioD 
were  baE«d,  was  moro  tlian  any  one  could  tell;  but  only  few 
permitted  themBclvea  to  doubt  that  the  promise*  of  "  reform  " 
were  very  seriously  inteudod.  Feople  were  not  so  ingenuous 
Bs  to  aocrilie  the  extraordinary  stream  that  flowed  townrdfl 
Washingtoa  simply  to  joy  over  the  "^ salvation  uf  the  coun- 
try,"  Tho  saviors  of  tlicir  country  hiwl  come  to  get  tlwrir 
pay,  and  the  words  above  cited  were  lootced  upon  as  an  oarar- 
anee  thnt  they  should  not  be  disappointod.' 

Did  they  in  thia,  relying  on  the  personality  of  the  maa 
now  in  power,  think  only  of  a  temporary  deviation  from  tho 
system  of  appointment  hitlierto  followed;  or  did  they  BUp- 
poBO  tliat  deeper  and  mora  gouonil  ouujies  were  preparing  a 
permanent  change  of  systcml 

to  be  eleoteil,  and  betan  liis  teim  of  affie*  begui,  mtoiy  important  tiOkm ' 
becatM  vacaui  ly  Ute  oauol  cauwa  o£  death  and  nwtcvatuaL  Mr-  AdsMS^  - 
of  oonna,  nominated  penon  to  fill  tbiM  vacant  offioei.  But  a  miuoridr 
of  the  Rnale  via  ootnpoud  of  tha  Menda  of  General  Jackaoo;  sad,  in- 
■toad  of  acting  oa  Uieu  DOmtoatioiu.  and  fllUug  tfao  Tadoua  officra  with 
ordinaiy  prompUtade,  Um  nomia&ttoni  irera  poctponed  to  n  iliiy  beyood 
tbo  4tL  of  Msnii,  for  the  putpocc,  Qpady  avovcd,  of  giruig  the  imInd- 
Bg«  of  Urn  uppointmenta  (o  the  pmident  wlio  v a>  tlien  aiaung  iuto  offloe 
.  .  .  tbat  decirioii  of  tlia  iCBata  went  far  to  mtSz  tho  proper  balniMi 
«f  the  ffOTeniamt  ...  it  complctctjr  defeated  one  great  ohjixt. 
whiA  we  ate  told  the  franem  of  the  coDstUution  contempbteil.  in  ihe 
nasDcr  of  totuattg  the  koaIa;  that  it,  Ibtit  Ui«  *c>iuit«  mitflit  be  a  body 
not  (banipnir  with  tbu  vleelioa  of  a  pmident,  uid  t]i«r«foni  h\ivij  la  b« 
able  to  bold  orer  Inm  »oiue  check  or  raitiatnt  in  Rfrord  to  bringing  hia  own 
fruadf  and  putiaaiu  into  power  with  tun.  and  time  reiinuding  thur  aer- 
viMt  to  him  at  the  pobGe  capense."    WsbsL'a  Worki.  [,  p.  3^0. 

*Tho  "United  Statea  Telegi^b,"  Uw  ptiocipal  organ  of  tba  JmIoob 
partr.  edited  b>  DOS'  Grma,  writes  at  eaAj  aa  the  Zd  of  Hoircmber.  183$: 
"  W«  know  not  what  Une  of  poUertHnaalJaclMoa  will  odajtl.  Wotake 
it  Cor  gnnted,  howOTiT,  that  bo  v^  rewanl  his  fmndi  and  pnnuh  hii  «■*• 
wet."    Sorgi-nt,  Public  Men  and  Events,  I,  p.  1ST. 
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The  oleetoral  campaign  of  1824  brought  to  light  ii  corro- 
epondcncc  which  lia<l  pa^5?(t  lM:tween  Monroe  and  Jackson 
in  tlio  ycor  1816,  in  whicli  the  latter  cxpreeely  recomiuended 
ihc  nevrlj  clcctul  president,  in  Iuh  appfiintmonts,  and  espe* 
ciftUy  in  the  sclcclktri  ot  the  mcmhcra  of  hia  cabinet,  to  rise 
nbove  parly  spirit,  as  became  the  head  of  the  state.'  This 
view  Boemed  to  have  bfocimc  more  deeply  rooted  in  hia  mind 
with  years,  and  to  have  become  more  rigoronsly  devclnped. 
When  Tennessee,  in  1S25,  iiominatod  him  again  m  a  caudi- 
liat©  for  tlie  presidency,  hu  resigned  his  comTnission  as  United 
States Benator, because  that  offi<:e  might  be  nsed  by  him  tn  pro- 
mote his  candidacy,  lie,  at  the  same  time,  dcclart^d  nn  im- 
pute combination  of  the  executive  and  Ic^slattve  powers  to 
be  the  greatest  danger  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  people,  and 
recommended,  in  order  to  jfuard  Hj^nst  it,  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution  exclnding  members  of  congress  from  all 
federal  offices  —  the  bench  excepted  —  during  the  tr-rra  for 
which  Ihcy  were  elected,  and  for  two  year*  after  its  termina- 
tion.' 

Jaclcaon  was  no  dcniagogue,  and  haa  ncv-cr  liceii  taken  for 
one.  The  programme  above  referred  to  was  not  a  coascious 
wptatio  benevoleniiw,  and  tlie  promised  refonn  meant  eome- 
tliing  moro  tliao  a  caring  for  hia  hnn^y  pnrtisAns.  Not  in 
vain  and  not  wrongly  did  he  point  to  tlie  "  deraouBtration  of 
public  sentiment"  which  demanded  the  "reform."    Tlic  real 


'  "  Erffiytliiiiff  dcpentli  on  fho  Beltotion  of  ^our  niniitiT.  In  ereiT 
fdediofi,  iMrtjr  and  par^  foelinKa  tbtrald  be  nvoid^.  Now  ii  the  time  to 
erieminata  that  aMmrter  calted  •p<aty  ifHiit.  .  .  .  'I'ho  cbi«f  magU- 
tratfl  of  a  gnat  and  powerfnl  nation  should  never  inddjp!  in  party  fenl- 
ingi.  Hit  ooiuluct  tlionld  be  liboal  and  dlaintamtod,  alimn  iKiurinfc 
m  mind  Uutt  Uo  Acta  for  tbc  wbalo.  and  not  a  purt  of  Ibe  community.  By 
tfab  coone  jva  will  exalt  the  nationa]  cbarocter,  and  ncqniK  far  yourMlf  a 
itUM  ta  tmpentfaable  as  tiii>num«ntul  raarbla.  Connlt  no  parlj  in  j*xu 
Kfla'  Reg..  XIVI.  pp.  IW.  IM. 


H     Jackson's  AnMiMKXRATrox —  akxkx&tton  of  tucar. 

source  of  alanti  was  the  oonUuot  of  the  people  who  hud  taken 
a  principiil  port  in  tho  agitation  of  the  election.  As  to 
Jackson  perewmUly,  even  Webster  elill  hnrbored  tlie  hope 
that  tho  president  had  intended  onljr  to  throw  them  a  sop, 
and  tliat  the  state  would  eiica|>e  witli  little  hart.'  Jackstm 
would  Bcaircely  have  hcen  elected  by  bo  overwhelming  a  ma- 
jority if  that  ha  I  been  the  iiniver^iil  opinion  of  politicians. 
And  if  ho  had  umde  tlie  attempt,  he  wo  aid,  judging  from 
the  rest  of  the  history  of  his  admiuistralion,  pruvidcd  he  put 
his  full  pei-sonnlity  into  it,  certainly  have  been  BuoceiisfQl;  but 
his  stiind  \ronld  have  been  ns  hnnl  aa  any  in  tlie  many  victo- 
rious battles  which  ho  fought.  But,  by  this  moans,  only  a 
short  delay  would  hflve  been  gained.  To  prevent  the  evil,  it 
was  tiece^eur}'  to  avert  its  causes,  and  to  do  this  tlicre  waa 
need  of  something  more  than  a  powerfol  will;  a  single  per- 
son could  aeanrcdly  not  do  iL 

On  the  great  qiieations  of  the  day,  but  only  slightly 
noticed,  a  staguation  of  the  political  spirit,  and  as  a  natural 
coneeqacnce  of  this,  gradually,  also,  a  ftlug^iehncj»  of  politi- 
cal life  had  early  b^un.  The  period  of  the  war  of  indc- 
pendcnoe  had  by  no  menus  borne  the  sublime  ideal  characttt' 
with  which  fancy  has  so  oftCQ  clothed  it'     Yet  the  leading 


'  "  Whai  it  [tli«  Inaaipinlion  tpeecb]  m^  about  nfona  in  oSicp  may  W 
dUicr  a  |irvludc  to  a  gviiorel  diaiic4  ta  oSc*.  or  a  man  *op  to  Mothe  tlK^ 
hQng>?r.  vitlioat  utu^ing  it,  of  tb«  thoonud  cxpoctanti  tor  office  wlio  < 
throng  tho  city  tni  donor  oil  am  ihe  oountiy.  I  exp«:t  aoroa  ohangea, 
but  not  A  gmni  ninny  at  present"  Priv.  (^nesp.,  1,  p,  t  ,3.  Aa  crftrly  a" 
Jaauory,  1320,  Webaler  wrote:  "Gnmt  «lfjrta  an  making  to  put  hin 
( Jvcksonl  up  lo  a  genenl  nrw p,  ai  to  all  oEGoci:  tpringiog  from  (tmt 
doubt  wbeUier  h«  i>  dispoaml  to  bo  iL"  llinwipon  be  remukii.  bow- 
cm:  "  Ho  wOl  ntbei  Kv  with  the  party,  a*  ther  say  ia  Nov  York,  or  go 
ttie  whole  hog,  ai  it  b  phiaiied  elsewhere,  makiRg  aU  tho  placca  be  oaa  (or 
friaidiBitdnpporlcm.aBdiliakiBgAradoft»rK>Tatbiioppo<Mis."  Ibid.. 
I,  p.  467. 

*Joha  AdoatwritM  on  the  9tli  ol  rebniaiy.  tSlI,  to  Jonah  Qniacy: 
"  But,  to  tell  jon  A  Wiy  great  mwH.  aa  far  m  I  am  cftpuMe  «*  ootnparing 
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men,  with  ouly  very  few  exceptions,  were  liome  onward  by 
one  great  ttiought,  and  Ulled  with  a  nohler  ambition ;  luid  in 
the  case  of  the  majority  of  the  people,  there  was,  &pite  of  nil 
thi»r  indolence  and  short-sighted  B(;lf)»tini'8s.  no  ignoring 
that  they  were  fully  conscious  that  they  were  fighting  for 
their  own  cause  and  for  a  good  one. 

We  have  ahvudy  seen  what  serious  alarm  it  tlien  caused, 
that  the  men  of  the  best  talent  left  congress,  by  degrees, 
becanee  they  found  a  more  congenial  and  more  rcmancraljve 
6eld  for  their  political  activity  in  the  several  etatea.  Men 
of  the  acnteet  Wi=<ion,  Madison,  for  instance,  were  of  opin* 
ion,  that  this  wouhl  remain  so  ntao  under  the  now  constitn- 
tion.'  And  during  the  first  years,  it  seemed  so  iu  fact. 
Washington  frequently  found  itdifllcult  to  fill  tlie  places  in 
hiaeabiiHit  and  the  yosis  of  ambassadors;  a  governorship 
vu  preferred  to  a  seat  in  the  senate  of  tlie  Union,  and  even  to 
the  position  of  chief  justice  oE  tlie  federal  supreme  court; 
Knd  the  ahU'iit  men  could  often  bo  moved  to  accept  a  renom> 
illation  to  congress  only  by  the  most  urgent  appeals  of  tlieir 
friends.'  lint  when  parties  became  more  aliBrply  defined, 
and  the  Federal  goverumcut  grew  in  estiiiifltion,  a  rapid 
change  took  place  in  this  respect    Kven  during  Madiaon'tt 


tke  mofit  of  differmt  poriods,  I  have  no  reoMin  to  bcli«Te  that  wo  wen 
hctier  diui  joa  ore.  Wo  Lad  aa  man}'  poor  creHturca  aud  teWwh  Wiiigs, 
in  piopartion,  oinontr  lu  an  j-oii  liitve  ainonii  you;  nor  won  thpre  Uien 
man  eDliKtitcnml  inea,  or  in  Bicater  number,  in  proportioii,  than  there  an 
new."    Workiof  J.  Adami.  IX.p.  S30. 

'Fedenairt.Ko  XLIV. 

*  Uamiltoo  wiitn  in  1799  to  a  idutiTe  in  Scotlanil:  "  Public  offioe  in 
tUaooaDttybaatevattnctiOBS.  The  pecuniiu;  etuoluinent  ii  ko  inron- 
MdxnUe  aa  lo  anoant  to  a  wctificB  to  any  mau  wiio  can  emploj'  hii  lime 
vith  »dvaalne«  in  any  libnal  piofenion.  Tba  q>partunity  of  doiny  B^od, 
kma  Ui«  J«aIou*]r  of  power,  and  tbe  apirit  of  Enctioo,  it  too  niudl  in  anj 
Mtioit  to  warrant  a  long  coatlnuaace  of  private  aacrilluci."  Remlnn 
ceacM  ot  3.  A.  Hamilton,  p.  IS. 
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first  presidency  (1809-1813),  offiM-hunting;  br  membeis  of 
congreee  was  cnrried  on  to  such  on  extent  and  in  sncb  a  wav 
tliat  an  effort  was  mndo  to  oppose  n  direct  htnderance  t«  ft 
by  the  constittition,'  and  Qninor,  in  one  of  his  most  hrill- 
innt  speeches,  drew  op  a  most  unmerciful  indictment  against 
the  piiUy  onee.' 

Miidison's  supposition  that  ilie  offices  of  the  different 
states  would  mnlirme  to  be  more  eagerly  looked  for,  tnmed 
out  to  be  erroneous.    But  whatever  the  relative  estiniBtion 


'  Both  in  tbo  plcm  of  b  ranxtitJitJoii  nibmittml  to  the  Philjul«']phia  eon- 
Wntiai  bp  Bandolph  and  in  tbiit  nubcnitU-d  by  Ch.  Tinckney,  it  mu  pro- 
Tided  that  no  mAmlicrfif  ritiier  lioii«e  of  cotiirreM  ahould  be  ioTotod  eilbpr 
by  election  or  by  nomination  witJi  luiy  ff  denil  offioa  doringr  the  peiiod  (or 
which  ho  Tu  clfctcd.  Raodoli>h  viabcd  to  ice  tfao  probihitMii  OKteadwi, 
both  for  n»prcMintativn  and  ■eniitan.  to  n  nuuilMr  of  yau*  to  ba  okkc  ne> 
eontely  detoxiinc^,  and  I*inckii«7,  at  least  for  1h»  «eiialora.  to  Oue  jtai 
■fUr  the  npiration  of  tlif  tmn.  TItU  qiiertjon  vrwt  frequi-nlly  dlnuaMd 
bj  th«  oonvftntioii.  nnd  only  after  the  condnsion  of  consultations,  the  pio- 
vinon,  diRiavnt  in  i»iucipl«,  U  Ait  1.  MC  C,  §  S,  mu  dcodod  on.  (B«e 
Kliot,  Deb.  v..  pp.  I'l,  l%,18g,  190.  335.  378.  420.)  Motiont  w«n  acm 
nptatedlf  introduced  into  con^MM  ta  ehonj^  the  conttttutioa  in  the 
•enie  of  the  Raiulolpb  And  Hnckn^j  draatttils. 

*"l^u)i  clnn  of  pmoai  ...  an  in  tinth  apcnding  t]i«ir  tiin4  at 
thndoonof  the  pabtcp  or  Uto  annnicaof  the  dnpartmentn.  and  lajinglo* 
•naftt  (o  catrh  for  Ibonuplvts  or  ttamr  rriatJona  evny  tiny  office  that  fbtA 
by  Umdi.  ...  1  never  bare  seen,  and  I  nerer  abuU  aee  vtj  al  these 
itotorioBinUcitan  of  oSoe  for  thcntselvcs  or  their  rdatwna  rtnndinB  on 
Uiia  OT  tine  otlwr  floor,  bftvlhi^  and  bntljing.  or  <»min|;  d^icn  <Hth  ^od 
vy.a  in  rapport  of  executive  nicivuivii,  but  1  tliink  I  kb  a  hocloipj  la* 
boring  for  faireiu  a  most  degrading  senrioa."  TJIo  of  (^in.y,  p.  SSO. 
tn  Stkkney'a  Autobiogmphf  ol  Amca  Kendall,  on  the  whole  ii  wortUeM 
txnk,  there  i>  aonw  mUvmUag  infoimatton  on  the  trade  in  oSon  nt  this 
time.  Tliu«,  for  inctonoe,  an  offioe  paaaed  through  four  luuids  in  n  abort 
time  at  a  mniUy  increoong  prtoc.  It.  H.  Johnson,  memhcx  of  congreM 
from  Kcntocliy  und  vice  president  at  the  Union  during  Van  Burea's  ad- 
tuiiiiiitratiOD.  vns  the  mediator  in  the  tnde.  The  histoir  of  the  Stodtton 
and  Slolc<«  claim  totonging  to  n  later  prrioJ.  and  vhich  i»  inferior  to  tha 
tiobinotu  Cboiponning  caw,  wbich  belong  to  our  ova  day,  in  numljr  uy^ 
mpeot,  b  also  <r<:iy  Initructive. 


I 
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[In  wliich  Uie  fe^leral  and  state  offices  might  be  held  rs  com- 
witb  one  another,  the  uumber  of  oiGc^e^eekera  in- 
[ereased  mocli  more  rapid)}'  than  the  number  of  both  kinds 
offices  taken  together.     Even  dicring  the  colcmial  period, 
[all  public  positioiia  had  bad  a  peculiar  charm  for  the  people 
iBut  it  waa  only  with  the  growing  violence  of  iiidt;ii«!idcnt 
rty  life  that  this  inclination  aasiiined  a  morbid  out,  and 
it  VMS  only  wilb  advancing  democratization  that  a  definite 
keloM  of  office- h nil ters  began  to  be  formed.     As  lung  aa  in 
Fall  the  states  tlie  exercise  of  the  full  rights  of  citizenship 
:vas  made  dependent  on  the  pos.«eR»ton  of  property  to  a 
[greater  or  le&ser  extent;  and  as  long  as,  at  the  same  time,in 
[what  conoenis  the  possession  of  property  in  general,  tlie 
[happy  uniformity  of  a  imHloat  medium  prcvailcil,  the  whole 
political  life  of  the  people,  spite  of  all  its  deficiencies  and 
tof  all  anhealtliy  excrescences,  bore  the  impress  of  n  republic 
Fniade  ap  uf  a  peasant  and  small  middle  class.    But  when 
flatcr,  with  the  economic  growth  of  the  country,  the  diffcr- 
«nce  between  rich  and  poor  became  more  and  more  frc<jaent 
ftod  conHmicd  to  grow  in  magnitude,  and  citizenship  be- 
came more  and  more  the  only  requisite  to  tlie  full  enjoyment 
^of  political  right*,  then."  gradually  arose  a  guild  of  profcs- 
liional  politicians.     The  press  was  in  their  hands  in  part, 
and  by  ita  means  they  succeeded  already  in  some  of  the  atatea 
in  making  themselves    felt  in  their  public  affairs.     The 
great  uiau  of  active  citizens,  wrapped  up  in  tlieir  every  day 
airocattons  by  Uie  love  of  aajuisitiun,  at  all   times  charno- 
iterifitic  of  the  people,  did  not  perceive  how  slowly,  but  at  the 
Turou  time  how  uninterruptedly,  tlie  de^tiniesoF  the  country 
Lwere  passing  away  out  of  their  power;  for  they  confounded 
Ipoliticnl  interest  with  self-acting  political  life,  and  considered 
'Ihal  wht;n  lltcy  had  cast  their  votes  on  the  day  of  election 
,  Ihey  had  acquitted  themHelves  of  their  dnty  as  citizens. 
This  development  of  the  last  mentioned  state  of  things, 
3 
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vd6  atill  in  ite  first  stages  in  the  eeoond  decade  of  ttiia  oeo- 
iurj.  fiut  t]]c  mischief  caused  bv  government  patronage 
had,  Qiidcr  the  fartlieriag  iuflaeuce  of  Lad  institutions, 
ah^ad^  reached  a  high  di^rve,  in  some  of  tlio  states.'  From 
this  point  the  poiM>n  ^pn-ad.  and  its  eceds  found  the  niQ&t 
fiiToring  soil  in  tlie  mode  of  appointment  to  office  provided 
for  bj  the  conatitutiou.  As  the  better  elements  still  exer- 
cJEod  a  preponderating  influence  in  congress,  and  as  the  per- 
sonagis  in  po^^c&sion  of  thu  presidential  cluir  did  nothing 
to  promote  the  evil,  it  was  only  after  a  long  time  that  the 
evil  oonld  break  oaL  But  the  boat  of  tho«e  whose  appetite 
was  nhetted  for  office  swelled  to  greater  dimensions  every 
day,  and  they  were  waiting  only  for  tho  moment  that  a 
finger  should  bo  roacbcd  tbcm,  to  grasp  the  arm  and  make 
themeelves  master  of  the  whole  man.  And  that  after  no 
very  long  time  they  would  find  a  man  aft^^r  tlioir  own  heart 
was  certain,  for  they  grew  ©very  year  more  powerful  and  more 
bold.  Even  Quiacj  had  directed  his  castigatory  speech  not 
only  against  the  scabby  sheep  among  the  members  of  oua- 
gT(>e«;  he  still  more  angrily  scourged  the  beggar-crowd,  whom 
ho  compared  to  a  lot  of  pigs  noiiily  crowding  about  the 
trougli.^    John  Adams  inquired  wbethor  tho  pictaro,  in  so 


*Ocnsp«KB  tha  loadinfT  artids  in  Kiln'  Rtg.,  XVI[.  pp.  43&-43^  in  tsanr 
nqtectB  sa  intanting  utide. 

*  "  !■  there  on  tim  earth  taj  ooUcctioa  o(  men  in  which  eosta  a  tnato 
iatrinsic,  h«art;  and  desp^nte  lov«  of  ofioe  or  p)M»  —  porticularif  ot  (at 
places?  b  then:  anjr  oonatiy  marc  infutod  tliMa  thia  with  the  rvTmia  that 
Usod  in  the  oonupUon  of  power?  U  then  anjr  in  which  ptaoe  and  offidat 
emohnneat  non  oertaialy  foUov  dietiagtiiabed  ^errih'tr  ai  electiooa,  or  ban 
acorrili^  in  the  preaa?  And  as  to  csceneaa  for  tho  nmrd,  what  ia  tbs 
Cad?  Ijet  BOW  one  of  josr  givat  oAoalKilden,  a  collector  of  tho  evatDtsa. 
a  ■»i^-«hal,  %  ooBtmianooer  ot  losoa,  a  poatmatUr  in  one  of  joar  oiliea,  or 
W17  officer,  a^ent,  or  (actor  for  jroor  tmitoriee  or  public  landa.  or  pecaoa 
hddinflr  a  plaeo  of  ninor  dirtiBCtioa.  bat  of  ooond^tablc  p>ro1il,  bn  cUImI 
upon  to  paj  the  Iiial  gnat  d«U  of  natan.  Tie  poor  man  aboil  hordlj  bo 
dead,  be  aball  not  be  odd,  long  before  the  eorpie  ia  in  the  eoAo,  Hie  maQ 
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t  vnA  true,  did  oot  appl^r  to  earlier  times  as  well  aa 
to  Oie  present.'  But  the  course  of  events  was  a  striking 
jantiiication  of  Qiiinc^-*:;  view,  timt  people  were  ftlippiug 
down  a  roi-y  declivitous  piitli. 

Clay*  and  Rjuidolpb/  at  the  end  of  Monroc'H  admiiiiGtra* 
^tion,  renewed  Qiiincy's  jpivitiiad  over  the  corruption  of  llic 
times,  and  wheo  tlie  younger  Adams  took  tlie  )»re»rdunliul 
ehair,  it  was  well  known  to  all  tliose  acqii»inted  with  the 
actual  coarse  of  poUttcnl  working  ^lat  to  c<miu  to  un  uudcr- 
.ftandiog  with  the  office-.ieekcnj  was  a  cardinal  cj^iicstion.'* 


■kiU  be  cmwAed  to  nplction  with  lettnv  and  ontiScatfv,  luid  RcotnmeB- 
latXMB  and  tMprCKtitaboiu,  a,zA  eretf  gpeda  of  ttordy.  sTCOpliiuitie  Mlid- 
blion  bf  wfakb  obtiuBTe  mendldtT^  Bsbks  aharit?  or  invitea  companion. 
Why,  ar,«9be8rth«elattiarof  thucnviDgftniinftli  iiltbatmiury'liuugb 
hac  in  thia  capital.  Swli  numiiiK,  rach  joatliDir.  mich  wngj^iair,  nicb 
dftiaberinQ  orcr  one  another's  bocki,  mcb  iqiiealins  bdoaaie  the  tub  ii  to 
lunovr  Hod  tbe  compAny  ao  trovdMf  No,  elr,  I^t  as  not  teUc  of  vtoicftl 
atnthj  bnnudi  tbe  things  of  the  DatioDal  trcuutr,  dthoc  in  this  pcofde  or 
in  their  npnaeataliTa  or  woaton.**    Wa  of  Quinoy,  p.  S!I. 

'"Butanyoa  dghb  in  sapposing  the  rags  for  office  more  eacerand 
ama^  now  than  it  alnmj'R  fane  been,  or  more  ipaaping  and  intxJgnmg  for 
BBttmbie  offices  than  legislative  statious?  Ha,r«  jm  read  maaj  oHhadf 
(alar  letten?  Have  jrou  ottnukd  msch  to  tbe  oonne  of  eledjons,  even  in 
our  New  Enelaod  town  noottngs?  "    J.  Adatot,  WmIu,  13,  p.  B33. 

'"  1  hare  been  aguo  oadaHitiasbockei,  during  UiisKScioo,  b;  iustoooea. 
of  solidtAtiOD  for  places  bcforo  the  vncAndos  existed.  Tha  pube  ot  iocoai- 
bents.  who  fa&ppencd  to  b&  taken  ill,  is  not  marked  with  more  uiricLy  fa; 
Um  aHifW'ting  i^v^')^^'  ^^o  bf  thoM  who  desire  to  succeed  tliitti,  t)iout^ 
with  veqroppoKti)  fenlinipt."    Spei'duw  of  H.  Clity.  I,  p.  230. 

"*I  ooncar  moatheiutilr,  sir,  in  the oenituv  whidi  hu  boca  passed  apoa 
lbs  gnadiseas  of  office,  which  stamtM  a  Ktivni:!  an  tlie  present  geneiatiaa. 
llta  faom  wbom  we  might  expect,  and  [com  wbota  I  did  cxpwt  hotter 
Hngi^  CTCiwd  th«  nto-daunber  of  the  palace  for  ererr  vncant  (^oe;  naj. 
n«a  befbn  mm  arc  dead,  their  ihocs  are  wonted  for  some  bore-foot^j 
Ae-seefar."    Deb-ofaner..  Till,  p.  18. 

'VTeMer  WTit«,  May  0, 1930:  "  In  general,  when  I  open  a  tctt«r,  the 
iilm  qgestioo  which  I  put  to  injKtf  it,  who  is  this  that  wants  a  cadet- 
dup  or  a  DtidBhipoian's  wanunti  or  un  office,  or  ui  emnd  done  at  one  of 
Ibfevactiiieata?"   Priv.  Ccmsp.,  I,  p.  lOQ. 
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Bat  Qow  thore  came  applications  not  onljr  for  places  that 
were  already  vacant,  but  for  tbo^e  wbiob  people  bopod  to  eee 
«oori  miwlu  vaoaut  bj  dcatb.  WiUu'Ut  (m_v  palliuliiig  ooii- 
cealmeut^  the  plain  ileiiinud  was  made  to  deprive  political 
opponents  of  their  oflices,  nnd  to  distribute  thciu  to  ^lolitical 
fricudd.  Adaiaa  related,  iu  Kay,  IS25,  that  be  \Ftn  "urged 
very  canieatljr  and  from  various  (iiiartore,"  to  disiDUSS  the 
cufttom  hoasc  ufBcia]«  who  "tliroughout  the  Unioti^in  all 
probability,"  had  opposed  his  election.'  lie  dejectedly  com- 
plains: "  One  of  the  heaviest  burdens  of  my  station  is  to 
hear  applications  for  office,  often  ur^p:^!,  acaimpantcd  with 
the  oty  of  distress,  almoet  every  day  in  the  year,  eoinetimes 
several  times  in  the  day,  and  having  it  scarcely  ever  in  my 
power  to  ndminister  the  desired  relief/**  What  stood  in  his 
way,  indeed,  was  only  a  healthy  political  insight  and  honor- 
able principled,  liiniintlotis  which  wero  not  respeoted  by  tiie 
applicaute.  He  did  not  yieldi  and  had  to  cxperienoe  the  anger 
of  thoiie  who  bad  boun  undeooived.  An  unsolicited  ndviaer, 
it  ia  said,  projibesied  to  Iiiin  that  the  oousc^^ucnco  of  hia 
docieion  would  be  tliat  bo  would  lose  his  office  Urst.  This 
taruQinstauce  cooperated  larj^Iy  to  canse  bis  defeat,  but  it  ia 
going  too  far  to  ascribe  that  defeat  principally  to  it.  That 
new,  however,  was  a  very  prevalent  one,  and  this  itself  is 
ngnificant' 

Tbe  real  decieioo  io  the  electoral  campaign  was,  by  chance, 
given  by  New  York  to  Jackson.  And  New  York  was  thu 
state  in  wbicli  tbe  bestowal  of  public  officer,  in  accordance 
with  )Nirty  purposes,  bad  been  exercised  longest  and  to  the 
greatest  extent^  and  a  state  which  had  rooDntly  tokeu  &  great 


■Qainc?.  Mem.  of  J.  Q,  Adama,  p.  U7. 

•n)Ml.^ICT. 

^HanuDond  vrites;  "Jolin  Qoincr  AiUma  ottcniptM  to  repadiatie  It. 
|the  tuuim:  to  Hid  Ti<4on  bi-Joag  tba  ipotb],  and  vm  won  potiUcoIly 
IKmtnted."  PolU.  Uirt.  of  N«w  Yoric.  I,  y.  129. 
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fttep  in  tlio  direction  of  radicul  dcmocncy. 
accidental  conibiiintlon  of  ctrcii install ces. 


All  ihia  vu  no 
Tiuions  caTisee 


had  for  a  long  time  made  the  part^-  stru«;glee  in  tlic  Htate 
pccnliarl^r  violent  and  complicated.  The  heads  of  tho  great 
families  who  contested  the  fluprcmacv  witji  one  another, 
teamed  early  to  make  uee  of  the  ao-callcd  right  of  nouiinv- 
tion  as  aii  efficient  party  machine.  Tho  itomiuatiug  eouucU. 
held  tlie  eword  apUfted  over  the  highest  and  the  Ion-eat  pub- 
lie  officers,  and  whenever  tho  intci-eats  of  party  eecmcd  to  de- 
mand it,  it  mattered  not  for  what  reason,  the  stroke  was  aa 
euro  to  fall  as  is  the  snn  to  sink  l}elow  the  horizon  in  tho 
erening.  The  ruleof  tliia  bodr,  which  had  now  lasted  nearly 
fifty  years,  had, according  to  [Inmrnond,  the  coneiae  and  able 
btitorian  of  tho  state,  "  freqncntly  produced  a  state  of  feeling 
in  the  public  mind  which  threatened  tlie  dissolution  of  tlie 
bomU  which  nnito  together  a  civilized  and  Christian  corn- 
muni^."'  AH  political  life  was  poisoned,  and  the  nominat- 
ing conncil  had  undeniably  eo  great  a  part  in  brin<*tng  this 
aboDt,  that  in  the  oonvention  of  1621  for  the  rensioii  at  the 
constitDtion,  no  earnest  effort  was  made  to  have  its  e:tistence 
contimied.* 

The  system  was  not,  however,  changed.  In  theory  men. 
Iiccatnc,  porhap?,  a  little  more  rcAsonablc,  but  in  pi-nctica 
they  held  foMt  to  it:  for  tlie  poHtieians  bad  become  tno  well 
acquainted  with  ite  ^ftltte.  The  &ocaUe<"l  "  Albany  Regency  " 
enjoyed  a  national  reputation,  and,  indeed,  the  machiu- 


tZflBfc.  II.  p-  m 

DTmtiflni  "Itit  a  lamentvble  fact,  that whila 
'  rtatei  mvn  on  wHb  liaaqaili^,  the  ttate  of  New  York,  torn  b^  fxo- 
tnw  and  diiai'iuioiw.  althoogli  the  kegHoM  of  tho  arch  thnt  bind«  thn 
OaiDU,  bftBlast  ile  ixtverAud  reduoeJ  ita  iiiflii.'ncc.  AnJ  wluit  liuil  U-in 
tVgruK]  caaMoE  tbb  ruductioauf  inSaoiioiaiiil  limitatiotLof  powur?  It 
wu  ibu  comptini  Uwl  bad  uifuwil  itcclE  iaio  all  tho  raai  and  lutorio  of 
tke  ({urenuiieiit  Moi?  iniiiiiity  bail  been  piwliccd  in  oar  les^lotire  ball 
Vun  u,  pecfaaiM,  all  the  otluir  »Utea  in  tlu  Uoioa."    Ibid.,  U,  p.  75. 
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eiy  of  party  hiw  seldom  been  mftnaged  more  eflSctently  or 
with  more  oprtainty.'  By  menus  ot  the  development  of  the 
■yatem  ot  reward  and  punishment,  rep;ftrdlc«8  oEconsetjiieiiccs, 
the  party  was  Biibjected  to  militwy  discipline,  and,  by  meaiiB 
of  its  rigid  diacipline,  it  remutned  iitioonquerable  for  many 
years.  Tan  Bnren  was  the  Boal  of  the ''Regency.'"  He 
le<l  the  state  triiimpliantly  over  into  Jiiclcsoii 'scamp, and  was 
the  deijigtiated  head  of  Jackson's  cabinet' 

'"  All ((wftioni  in  rrblioa  tn  Ui«  lelKlioa  ot  candidalc*  for  «tertire 
flSoaii,  aitlier  cy  the  people  or  tbe  legiilatore,  were  Katlcd  in  cajjccs,  ami 
tftry  anemhetot  tLo  pari;  ww  in  hoaoi  pledged  to  nppoit  tlic  dccuioa  oi 
tbi-se  iuwmbli«9.  S.  Wii^ht,  A..  C.  FUjof,  E.  Croswull,  B.  Knowcr.  J,  A. 
Dix,  Aiid  Junm  Porter,  ull  of  them  ducroct  and  lagaidaaM  poUticiaiu,  con- 
atJtult^  tliR  aoal  of  lit  Alliany  Secfncj,  by  (Im  nsail  of  wbow  drtihcni- 
tiona  tfaa  democndia  pott;*,  ao  fsr  as  nlnt«d  to  mem  politics]  opoBtiona. 
wDraeenoally  Konnied."    Ibid.,  ]|,  p.4'iSI. 

■  T^  [oIIowinB  t««tjiiiun}-  to  tlie  GliiintcI<T  of  tint  patoan  in  office  in  thtf 
Oaioa,  is  all  the  mort  valu^kb k>  fee  th^  r»&i>on  tbat  it  emanates  trom  Han 
viitaoBO  of  tbc  polxyof  tbe  spoUi.  Van  BoreB  viites  to  Cdeiiuin.  on  Vxv 
4thoi  April.  1tfi]i:  "Thatfroratbspnnenenoo  tl)«putof  asentsoofir 
nmovedlioiiitliQ  people  tooofniptioniuidotlwroMUUaitbon  unointUlii 
mtnntttt  eulSdeot  bounty  in  Uie  adtntnlstratiou  of  tliix  ((an^mnwnt  to  keep 
decent  locn  in  couiitcaoaoo-"  Hue  cotidtuioD  eouodii  very  well  in  hw 
mouth:  "  Aad  tbat  vo  ui:  indebted  for  the  litllft  that  mnalaR  lo  oomtaul 
■ppniu'nuan  of  rolmlco  and  tMiiUacft  from  th»  staks."  ReiDiniBcenfle* 
of  J.  A.  Hamilton,  p.  77. 

*  ilaininond  writnt;  "  In  his  first  and  only  maBngs  aa  gorflmor  of  New 
Totk,  }llr.  Van  Durcn  nxommendod  the  tcpral  of  tho  taw  proridins  forthe 
diQtce  of  olocton  by  diatticta,  whidi  wu  faa^-tf  Mcm  wtu  i-nocti.'d  by  Uio  tofu- 
latun;  in  olicdieiiou  to  Uiu  Oat  gI  tbe  pL-opla  cxpiraaul  at  tlic  polh  of  Iho  dec- 
tioD.  and  the  |)>u>$e  ol ■  Uw  i:«t|uiriiit{  cIid  pti>*)di<ntiiU olMrmv  to  iMd^OMii 
by  tprncial  lidcrt  and  by  n  plurality  of  votvu.  Hii  tvwminendutian  niw 
ptoiDpUy  adopted  hy  both  bonsn  of  tlw  legidottireL  and  a  law  pawed  ia 
OMifeiinity  with  it.  Tbe  Via  Burtnt  putj  M  that  petiod  was  miraly  a  bold 
nul  ndfcntttron  party.  >Thai  Mr.  Cmvfind  wu  a  candidate  for  thu 
pcvfidcney  pi&4:  Von  Bopen  woi  ainontr  hii  mofft  drail«d  portuHm]  thry 
waocefKtatij  oppowal  sivin^  to  tbe  people  th«  titrht  of  chooiinx  pnalileiititid 
riadon;  in  182&.  Lbtnun*  laity  admcatpdthecboiDeof  ele'^on  by  nnnta 
coDdjiMnonal  diMiL-Ui  andiBtbiaUt^w^reMppottedbyalatseBM^fWily 
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We  miky  oow  uuder^tand  what  was  the  meabiiig  of  (he 
reform  promiBod  in  Jnckwn'«  tnaugiinil  address.  Honestly 
ns  Joclc&oa  bad  rooommended  tlie  ideal  tbeor/  to  Hoiiroe,  ho 
«ru  A  thoroughly  practical  ma™  in  efery  d^  life,  and  this 
I  Iitid  teiiglit  him  otlior  Icttoiis.  Tlic  camp  was  the  higher 
school  of  life  to  which,  and  through  which,  he  had  gone,  and 
be  ttu'olunturi ly  carried  tho  customs  and  discipliue  of  tlio 
.camp  into  hin  new  sphore  of  action.     It  w^s  not  his  desire 

'  revcngu,  and  his  imprincipled  amhition  to  role,  that  snd- 

Vy  tmn^rormed  tlio  liahitiial  good  cnotom  hitlicrto,  iiito 

the  evil,  which  to  this  day  is  one  of  the  great  misfortunes  of 

the  repuhllc     Ho  only  opened  tli«  gates  which  had  long 

danuned  the  flood;  he  opened  them  as  the  representative  of 

fills  political  tendency  which,  with  hia  election,  became  pre* 

ilnant,  and  he  opened  them  with  tliat  energy  vrhtcb  wua 

biiliarly  his  own. 

lliero  had  been  removals  from  office  uudor  all  fonnor 
president*,  but  now  the  holders  of  office,  with  divergent  po- 
litical views,  hegau  to  anxiotisly  ask  themselves,  whether  tliey 
were  to  belong  to  the  excepted  ones  whom  tlie  hard  tiiaa 
Would  not  itumcdiatcly  deprive  of  their  bread  and  butter.' 

d  the  pcofJe,  fpcaldng  tliroiiicb  Itie  ballut-baxea ;  aiid  at  tbo  cdkrlitut  mo- 
mnitiiiurUie  death  of  Kfr.  Clinton  <Fcb.  11.  1$'^).  wbidi  cxpluins  tbs 
vliole  niAttri,  tiiAt  tMaf  piuty  lianng  «  mi\jont;  in  botli  l)OU«««  oE  the 
li^'UtiiTc.  withuul  a  refcrfiioe  to  the  people  who  had  a  ihoii  time  tH-fi>n 
•IqcUn'd  in  fiivnr  of  the  district  (yst^m,  nboUftUcd  Lhnt  apiem,  and  estub* 
,  by  a  lav  of  tbcii  owu  making,  the  i^acrellickot  eTstan.  which  bod 

LStaomiwiuled  by  Mr.  Clmlon.  (uid  whidi.  bj  tiu-lr  rote*,  tbcy  hiid 

«m(lanuied. "  The  Life  and  Timta  of  Siliu  Wright,  p.  fiS.  Sitrpvntw 
■Dvi  tn:  "  Had  tlie  bill  iii  ttie  Icginlature  of  Xew  York  i>aiKM],  uivitii;  tlis 
dKtion  of  the  ^Icrtora  to  the  pooplo,  the  entire  eU'ctoml  vrifi  of  that  state 
would  hare  bent  prrn  (16^)  to  Mr.  AdnnM."  PubUv  Men  und  Etrntis 
l,p.67.  Kow  York,  in  1824.  gave  26  volesi  fur  Adama.  !t  tor  Crawford,  4 
J.  1  Iw  Jttcks.)a.  Deb.  of  Coiijp-.,  VUI.  p.  M4.  U  the  your  1828, 
of  tbi!  teaate  was  20  for  Juckson  and  16  for  Adanu .    Ibid..  Z, 

'  Dudog  Wuhisgton'a  admioirinhtion,  nino  persons  vnn  nmovcdfrofli 
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Tlie  pepBon  who  had  entered  Uie  "ciril  6erviofl''of  the 
country  hiid  choBcn  a  csroer  for  Iif&  Now  the  bestoval  of 
office  became  a  epecies  of  payment,  aud  a  change  of  incnm- 
bents  after  fonr,or,  at  most,  eight  ycnns  wns  to  be  expected  al- 
moBt  with  certainty;  for  otliere  hiid claims  for  reiuutieratioD 
to  arge  n^^nst  t)io  now  prefiidoiit.  The  people  were  treated 
to  RH|x-r1icinl  tnlk  on  the  necessity  of  rotntion  in  office,  and  the 
real  pn'rpuBe  of  ofllves  ctiiae  to  he  more  and  more  the  beetowal 
of  them  on  political  ugitators  and  llioir  prot^ds.  Thu* 
Btamhting  blockii  were  plnccd  in  the  wny  of  state^mei),  whieli, 
however,  oidy  eerved  to  pave  a  hroad  highway  for  the  pro- 
fessional poIiticianB.  Tlie  doetruction  of  stabilily  in  the  ad- 
ministration bcgnn.'  The  whole  iiiachincry  of  government, 
down  to  the  lowest  officials  engnged  in  the  administration  of 
public  affairs,  was  subjected  lo  the  fliictiiations  of  the  polit- 
ical current.  Tlie  great  body  of  citizens  began  to  sink  t<> 
the  level  of  mere  figurants,  aod  the  majority  of  renl  eom- 


otfloe;  duiing  Joibn  Adam)',  t«n:  dnrinfr  Jefferaoa's,  Uiliiy-ntne;  Ainar 
Uadison's,  Bve;  danixg  Monioe'a,  nine;  during  John  (juincy  Adanu', 
two.  Dfid  ia  the  lint  ji^ar  of  Jackson's  adminuttationt  two  handred  and 
Ihirly  utfitnali  of  higher  rank,  nnd  i^en  liDndreil  and  xixtr  pOKUnartm 
ana  subordiont*  offidais.  Worin  of  Colhoao,  IT,  p.  4S8;  Kiln'  R<«.. 
XI.[n.  p.  9.  Bralon  admit*  that  darins  tha  fint  jearalx  liundred  and 
lunet;  officials  wcr*  iliMni«»cd.  Thiity  Tsun'  View,  1,  p.  160,  Ctny  writ*-* 
March  12, 1S29.  Utnti*.  eiutit  daya  alter  the  inangiuatjon :  "AmoDg  thu 
official  corp*  ben  tbere  i«  the  greolett  mUoitnds  aad  »pi<R>1ii>>vf)0a.  Tb^ 
memleiaofitfi-^l  Honidbin?  like  tho  mhobitaots  of  Cain  when  thsplACiK' 
broiirn  out;  no  one  knows  who  ii  next  to  Rnoouster  the  titoks  of  death: 
or,  which  with  muny  o£  them  it  the  »aine  thing,  t»  Iw  dierniftW  from  ol- 
fiee.  Ton  bii»e  no  cooceptton  of  the  mora)  tynnnr  which  [imails  b<"n- 
OTCT  those  ia  «nploymiait,"    Vm.  Conwp,  of  H.  Clay,  p.  22S. 

■  CbDtpfM  had.  indeed,  aa  for  Wk  aa  ISSf),  fokm  on  oiatnow  ricp.  la- 
aMBOcb  ai  it  bad  liinit«id  tho  tim<«  of  holding  vholo  cUsem  of  importaut 
offioet.  etpedally  thon  to  Ihfr  incunbenU  of  which  wai  «onfid«d  At  eaUtc- 
tion  mtd  dMnrwoMot  of  gnrcnininit  money.  Ic  (our  yean.  Stabitei  at 
Laigis,!!!,  p.68a. 
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!>Btants  grrw  more  and  more  weaiy  in  their  advocacy  of  ideas 
and  ever  warmer  in  llieir  struggle  for  the  dolkr.' 

When  Adams  was  besieged  to  take  tlio  initiative  in  the 
ominous  change,  he  said:  "I  can  jiiRtifv  tlie  refusal  to  ndopt 
this  policy  only  by  the  steadiness  and  conBistency  of  my  ad- 
hesion to  my  own.  If  I  dej^rt  from  thi.i  in  any  one  in- 
staoce,  I  shall  be  called  upon  by  ray  friends  to  do  the  same 
in  many.  An  invidious  and  inqTiisitorial  scrnliny  into  the 
pergonal  position  ot  public  officers  will  creep  throngh  the 
n'boh)  Union,  and  the  most  sordid  and  selfish  passions  will 
iiB  kindled  into  aclirity  to  distort  the  condiictand  misrepre- 
fient  the  feelings  of  men,  whose  places  may  becomo  the  price 
ofeJandcr  upon  them."  Tliis  prophecy  was  now  fiiltilled  to 
the  letter.  Tlie  capital  of  the  UnioD  presented  a  revolting 
pictnre.    I-lattery,  eervility,  ospionage,  tale-bearing  and  in- 

■  CldjsBwI  in  tlH>  a^aoi^,  in  1335:  "  But  I  wouHtHk  Ui«  Senator  [Wright) 
whnt  hu  b91.11  tfae  etlect  of  this  ti«meailoiu  power  of  ilumismon  upon  tbo 
diUMa  oC  oBkera  to  nbicli  it  lias  be«n  applied?  Upon  tlto  pMt-offioo,  tbs 
luil-ofitT.  uid tbc cuNbota  bonac?  ThcycanititatAronianyof]TXMd'iiinii&, 
nsdy  to  furtlifr,  on  oil  owjiiioiM,  Uie  cxMntin  vicm  and  withea.  Tbey 
take  the  lead  in  primar}'  lUKtnhlies  wTienCTer it  ii  deemed  expedient  to 
ftppUuil  or  nand  tbe  pnibM  of  t^e  ftdininistr&tiaii,  or  to  aary  out  its  pm^ 
pOKs  in  relation  to  tho  tocooaBion.  Wo  ue  ancucd  tbat  a  lofgo  miuonty 
of  the  Rcenb  codtcqUod  at  Columbut,  Ohio,  to  noininate  the  presdent'B 
nooc«ar,««r«oSM-holden."    6p,  II,  p.  27*2. 

I^  pnMob  geaenUion  would  do  wvU  to  rcc«U  CuJhoim'a  prophet^  a» 
to  whM  wwHA  have  to  be  the  upshot  of  oil  Urn:  "  Wb«a  it  ooium  to  be 
OOtft  ubdentood  that  politics  is  &  gamcj  tliat  Uioeo  who  an  cogoged  in  it 
but  act  a  pari;  that  they  make  tliin  ot  thiit  proft-nion.  not  from  houeet 
Mavictioa  cr  as  intact  to  fulfil  tbetn,  but  as  a  m«u»  of  deluding  lli«  pco- 
ffc;  and  throughout  limt  diilusioii  to  acquire  power —  when  nich  firoifw 
MOM  are  to  bo  «ntirvly  forgotten  —  tbe  peopl«  will  low;  all  oonftdcnte  in 
imblic  Difu;  all  will  be  rcKarded  asmerejagjiUra  —  th«  honest  and  patri* 
ntic  M  well  OS  tlie  cunning  and  pintligate:  und  the  people  will  b««onM 
bdifivmnl  and  punve  to  the  KTosseit  abtues  of  power,  oa  tlio  ground  that 
those  whom  they  maj  elenUe  ander  whatever  pledges,  initciid  of  reform- 
iiig.  will  but  imitate  the  example  of  thosa  whom  the;  have  expelled.'* 
CmSh-'t  Worb,  II,  p.  441. 
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triguo  tliriTeJ  iia  tlicy  scaroelj  ever  liad  in  the  most  infa- 
mous EuropcHu  conrtsof  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  cen- 
turies/ odI]^  the  conrt  VRjmiHh  vas  wanting.  Jackdon  him- 
■elf,  when  not  In  a  TRge,  posseted  an  nnstadied  dignity 
which  imprcKsed  the  masses;  but,  throngli  the  general  po 
titical  preasure  at  Wnshington,  there  ran  astrenk  of  genuine 
brntality. 

In  ooiigrcM,  the  new  sysUim  was  procliiimoil  and  glorifiod 
with  8uri>rising boldness.  Marcy,  of  Nevr  York,  declared  iu 
the  senate:  "  It  may  be  tliac  the  politiciaas  of  New  York  are 
not  srt  fastidious  as  some  gentlemen  are,  as  to  disclosing  the 
principles  on  which  they  act.  They  Imldly  prmcK  what  ihey 
practirf.  When  they  are  contending  for  victortj,  they  avijw 
their  intention  of  enjoying  ihi:  fruita  of  it  If  they  arc  de- 
feated, they  expect  to  retire  frora  ofUce.  If  they  are  sue- 
ceasful,  tiicy  daiin,  as  a  matter  of  right,  tiie  advantages  of 
success.  They  see  nothing  wrong  in  the  rule  that  to  the 
victor  (1  tne)  belong  the  spoils  of  the  enemy." 

"  To  the  victor  belong  Utia  *poil«! " 

From  that  honr,  tliia  maxim  has  retnaincd  an  inviolable 
priDciple  of  American  polttieians,  and  it  ia  owing  only  to 
tho  aatonifihing  N'itality  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  altogether  iinsurpaMed  and  unBuqHitisable  favor 
of  their  natural  conditions,  that  the  state  lias  not  suoeuiiibed 
under  the  oncrons  burden  of  the  curse.    Jnclnon  was  tliea 


' "  W«  behold  the  osnal  tndilentjt  of  uppraaeliing  ^nuiny.  The  luiil  [* 
fillffd  irilfa  Kiiin  and  iafonnfre,  kdA  dctrnction  an<l  dcnanciatkia  an  Uie 
ordfra  of  tho  ixy.  People,  t<sp(Ki!illy  official  incumbml^  in  thii  plwv,  m 
loDcer  dim  tpealc  in  the  fearic**  toniM  o(  100017  txtman,  but  ta  the  can* 
tSom  wtii*pen  of  lieiiil>liti2  ularcs.  His  prtmoniloiy  fl^mptonu  of  da* 
potnm  ura  opon  m;  And  if  <y>ngi>BBi  do»  not  applj  sn  uutanlnnTORi  nd 
cffirctual  niniNly,  \l\v  tktnl  oulIa|M«  will  )oon  come  ud,  and  wv  iIikI)  die  — 
iffDoblj  iae\  bttM.  nuum,  lud  al^ocL  tisvei ^ the  Moni  ami  oonlnnpt  ot 
raaBloDd — luiiHtieU.  ujiirL-pi,  lumMuiaeJ!"     S|>.  oi  U.  Claj,  U.  p.  2X1. 
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And  dftenvardi.  and,  mora  than  justly,  made  responeible  For 
it.  Only  seooncUry,  and  in  part  even  accidental  elrcam- 
8tanoe)^  [>erinitt«d  tlie  tendency  whteh  lay  In  the  conditions 
of  tlie  conntry  and  in  it«  institntions  thus  suddenly  to  mani- 
fest itself.  It  is,  liowcTer,  true  that  Jacksoa  carried  the 
element  of  personality  into  it  to  an  extent  not  possible  for 
later  pruaidcnt*.  In  place  of  the  personal  kindly  diqwisitlon 
of  the  president,  which  was  now  the  governing  oonelderation, 
came  the  Interest  of  imrty,  tliat  is,  of  port^  leaders,  great  and 
small. 

In  the  ootistriiction  of  his  mbinct,  Jiiclctsoii  himself  paid 
little  attontion  to  party;  and,  bnrk  of  the  cabinet,  there  Mill 
vtood  Uie  "  Kitcliun  Cjibinct,"  which  always  possecDed  nmtue 
power,  and  fret^ucntly  exerciacd  Uio  deciding  iniloenoo  in  the 
mofit  important  qne6ttoiis.  Van  Buren  was  the  only  mem* 
her  of  the  cabinet  who,  in  a  ccrtdn  sense,  enjoyed  a  national 
ropiitntion;  and  he  owe<l  his  selection,  leas  to  his  distia> 
giiishoil  position  in  the  party  than  to  his  great  share  in 
Jiiok$<m's  encccea.  The  mofit  iraporlant  member  after  him 
was  Burrieu,  the  atttiruvy  gcnuntl.  Tet  his  rvpiilatiuii  as  a 
jurist  was  not  such  that,  hnd  the  old  practice  been  in  vogae, 
Wirt  would  have  been  obliged  to  \-acalc  for  him  tlio  pbice 
which  he  lind  filled  for  twelve  years  with  the  greatest  dia- 
tiaction.  The  chief  merit  of  tlio  mmiumng  members  of 
the  cabinet  whs  their  common  enmity  to  Ueary  Clay.  Tlie 
|)ostmnslcr  general,  Barrj,  ct>uld.  in  adililiim  to  this,  boast 
that,  from  Wing  an  iiitiiunte  fricud  of  Cluy,  he  hud  beoome 
one  of  his  enemies.  Urancb,  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  waa 
lU  indilXtreut  personage;  he  now  obtained  a  place  in  tlio 
cabinet,  jtist  OS  he  had  pre^Honflly,  on  ncconnt  of  liis  wealth 
ud  uf  his  highly  respectable  social  jxisiUon,  obtained  the 
Itovcrnorship  of  >'ortb  Carolina  and  a  seat  in  the  senate  of 
the  Uniuu.  Xughnm,  of  Pcuufiylvauio,  tlio  eocrotary  of  thft 
treasury.a  clever  business  niau,  had  long  been  a  useful  mem- 
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ber  of  congress.  He  liad  recommendcil  bitn^lf  to  Jackson 
chiefly  !>y  the  part  ho  plaved  in  producing  the  cry  aboDt  the 
prcteiideci  "  trade  "  between  Clay  and  A<h»mi«L.  Tlie  secretary 
of  war,  Eaton,  waA,  iadced,  u  United  States  senator,  but  hod 
nerer  played  an  important  political  part  Ue  was  chosGD  as 
a  boon  companion  from  Tennessee,  and  oat  of  gratitnde  for 
his  urvices  in  bringing  the  electoral  c&mpaign  to  a  happy 
is8ue. 

Anotlicr,  and  an  exceedingly  piquant  circumstance,  wbich 
waa  attended  by  important  political  confieqnenoes,  gave  Eaton 
a  further  claim  on  Jackson's  favor.  Some  months  before 
the  inuiiguration,  Eaton  had,  atW  preiiouB  consultation  with 
Jackson,  married  a  certain  Mrs.  Timberlake,  with  whom, 
aceoi-diiig  to  the  reports  circulated  and  nnivei-sally  credited 
in  Washington,  lie  had,  for  eomo  time,  maintained  nnlawfnl 
intercoun*.  Jackson's  chifalroua  nature  led  him,  ou  every 
occasion,  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  weaker  sex.  But  accit* 
sation?  uf  this  kind  especially  provoked  lum  to  contradiction, 
for  thoy  had  been  made  against  himself  also  and  his  wife, 
to  wtiom  be  citing  with  ti.>nahing  devotedneBS,  and  wore 
renewed  dtiriug  the  electoral  campaign.  It  seems  as  if  the 
deep  acrimony  which  this  bad  genemted  within  him  made 
it  seem  to  him  to  be  a  duty  towards  the  good  genius  of  his 
life,  vlio  bad  died  in  the  meantime,  to  restore  the  good 
name  of  Mrs.  Eaton.  Washington  society,  and  especially 
the  society  of  other  members  of  the  cabinet  and  their  fami- 
lies, had  to  he  cumgidled  to  look  upon  Mrs.  Katnn  as  entitled 
to  alt  the  rights  of  their  circle,  and  to  recf^ize  ber  to  he 
entitled  to  them.  But  tlie  lady  nilers  of  WasbingtOD  society 
vere  determined  not  to  permit  the  dtsreputahte  woman  to 
be  forced  nikon  them.  The  prroidont  was  the  cause  of  ez> 
oeedingly  angry  scenes  with  the  wires  of  foreign  ambtws^ 
dors;  and  with  llie  married  members  of  tbe  cabinet,  wboae 
families  were  In  Washington,  be  soon  fonnd  bimself  engaged 
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[in  an  open  and  violent  fend  brought  aliont  hjr  the  question. 
Jaoksoo  was  not  u«ed  to  meeting  iritb  so  cnergj'  cqiinJ  to 
hi»  own.  Hie  oontCBt^on  this  account,  soon  Rssiirncd  a  very 
malignaTit  character,  and  linnll)-  became  tlie  real  provooatloa 
to  t]je  complete  reorganization  of  the  cabinet  —  a  reorgan- 
iration  which  at  first  was  not  at  all  irndfrstood  outside  of 
Washington. 

In  this  tragico-coraio  interlnde  which  is  entirelj  »ui  ffonc' 
tis  In  the  liistory  of  the  United  States,  every  one  of  Jack- 
son's chiimcterifitic  qnalities,  good  and  bad,  great  and  small, 
mBjr  be  recognized.  Opposition  of  ttny  kind  wan  inmip]K)rt> 
able  to  hinx  He  was  always  too  certain  of  the  goodnesa  of 
his  canae,  eapociatly  vfaoa  his  feelings  carne  into  play,  to 
believet  much  less  to  be  able  to  anderstand,  that  the  oppoei* 
tiou  aro&c  from  honest  conviction.  In  political  lifa,  as  in 
the  Held,  be  kiiew  only  friends  and  foes,  and  lie  was,  thera- 
fore,  ruthless  in  his  battlea  with  his  cuemiea.  But  he  was 
just  as  unrcscrred  in  his  devotion  to  his  friends.  Ue  made 
their  cansc  his  own  completely.  Personal  qiieaHons  which, 
most  frcqncntly  gave  hici  offeiiBe,  he  grasped  with  such  in- 
tensity that  (hey  tjecnmc  tlie  real  oneLi  at  ifiiue  to  him.  And 
jnst  as  the  limits  of  what  was  personal  to  himself  and  tha 
raal  qncfitton  a.t  issae  fiuled  one  into  tlie  other,  so  also  did 
the  limits  between  political  life  and  civil  life.  In  additiott 
to  this,  ho  was  wanting  in  tlie  ability  to  estimate  the  relative 
importance  of  dtficrent  questions.  lie  could  not  dtstiuguieh 
the  small  from  the  great,  because  he  gave  hia  entire  thought 
imd  will  to  every  taak;  and  be,  therefore,  began  nothing  new 
tintil  be  had  carried  out  his  previous  undertaking.  His  re- 
solves  were  quickly  made,  and  wlthotit  any  weighing  of  the 
pottiblo  consequencee  to  his  own  pcrsoiL  But  neitlier  his 
formal  education  nor  tlie  schooling  whicli  life  liad  g^ven 
him.  made  him  capable  of  objective  csami nation  and  con- 
aiderutiou.     Ilis  own  person,  that  ia,  hia  personal  feeling. 
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assamptioti  and  belief  were  Uic  starting  {wint  and  tJio  rallj 
ing  ]M>irit  nf  all  hi^  doUbcratton,  thoiiglit  aiid  action  tlio  one 
and  tlie  oUier  snbjectirity  in  tbe  biglie&t  power,  To  eltake 
ao  opinion  wbioli  he  hiul  onco  formed,  by  ikrgiiuicut,  or  tivon 
to  modify  it,  was,  tliei-efore,  almost  impMHibtc;  but  until 
lie  had  funned  a  fucd  opinion,  be  was  like  wax  iu  skillfal 
hand?.  This  was  all  the  more  dangerous, since  he  could  not 
at  all  distJnguis}i  bctn'eou  hie  penon  and  bts  office.  He  not 
only  made  nse,  on  a  moet  extensire  ecale,  of  bis  oSicinl  jnai- 
tioD  in  cxtra-officiul  iifiain),  liecauie  be, in  good  Faith,  dragged 
his  of&ce  into  that  which  concerned  only  hia  own  person; 
bat,  what  voA  much  more  far-reucliiug  iu  ite  conseqiienoaa, 
lie  marked  out  the  boundaries  of  the  rIgliU  of  the  office  in 
acoonhmce  with  hie  omtu  personal  jtidgmeut  and  the  wants 
of  the  moment,  b«CAUSC  he  gave  tbe  duties  of  the  office  an 
improperly  wide  exteueion,  and  was  oonwioas  that  he  desired 
to  fuIHIt  them  honestly.  Sinco  Ixtuis  XIV,  the  maxim,  l^«iat 
<^ed  mot,  has  scarcely  (onnd,  a  second  time,  ho  iiigunuons 
and  complete  an  expression  as  in  Andrew  Jackson.  The 
ooly  ditlereuoe  is^  that  it  was  trauslated  from  the  Uuguoge 
uf  monarchy  into  thu  language  of  repoblicnninm. 

Tlint  such  a  phenomenon  was  poseiblu  in  tliu  republic, 
and  that,  at  the  same  time,  its  political  and  goclul- political 
developmcilt  kept  on  itji  counM:  aa  aadisturbcd  and  con* 
MMetitly  as  if  Uiis  singular  man  had  nev-er  aac  in  the  prcel- 
dentiftl  cliair,  is  easy  of  explanation.  Washington  was  callod 
the  embodiment  of  the  best  traits  of  tJie  American  national 
otiaractor, and  Jackson  was  thecrabodimcntof  all  it«  typical 
tnut«.  He  n-as  anqaeetionably  a  man  of  great  parte,  but  he 
was  nt  tbe  sumo  time  entirely  incapable  of  rising,  in  any  re- 
spect, to  tlic  height  uf  a  great  man,  because  the  disfavor  of 
uircum^taDoes  daring  the  years  that  he  was  capable  of  bo- 
iog  educated  had  kept  him  in  the  ingenuous  ooaneness  uf 
tlie  child  uf  natnre.    Spite  of  the  frightful  influence,  iu  the 
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real  scnio  of  tlie  ox{m!«8ioR,  vliicit  ho  e:t«rcieed  daring  Uie 
4'igUt  years  qF  his  presidency,  Ito  ncitlier  pointed  out  nor 
opcDwl  ucw  ways  to  Uib  ])eople  by  the  superiority  of  liis 
mlod,  bat  ODiy  dragged  them  more  rapidly  onwunl  on  the 
roiid  thoy  hnd  long  been  tntroliiig,  by  the  demon tiical  pow<>r 
of  hit  will.  The  SHpjwrtcrti  of  hia  policy  wcro  tlio  iiioliiicts 
qI  th«  luusees;  the  sum  and  eubetnucc  of  it>  titc  satiefacUon 
of  Ihwe  ioetiDcts.  The  power  of  hie  will  gave  it  absolute 
6Wfty. 

Theae  last  linee  give  the  key  to  tiio  right  undcKtuiidiug 
ol  the  political  boaring  of  tho  iHuik-controversy,  which  wait 
luaiuly  tbcoccautionof  so  rudi!aderelypmerit  of  personal  rule 
tluit  we  may  very  properly  speak  of  tlie  reigii  of  Andrew 
Jacksou.*  This  ia  not  tlie  place  to  diacu&s  the  general  polit- 
ical and  porcly  economic  question,  whether  the  baijk  an- 
swered eq^iiitable  demands  and  did  nut  abnite  tlte  privileges 
graut«d  it.  It  is  safficient  to  indicate  that  the  controversy 
wn<t  not,  as  the  friends  of  the  bank  wei-e  wont  to  aesert,  an 
QOlindv  baacleea  one.  Tliu  bunk  question  hiul,  indeed,  long 
BBisod  to  be  a  [Htrty  ijueBtion.  aud  itmu  luul  leametl  to  ap- 
pnciatc  it«  mlfantagee;  bnt  tho  uiasees  of  people  eoutinued 
to  bo  filled  with  di^truftt  of  tJio  immonee  power  of  its  cup- 
ital'  It  is  probable,  however,  that  this  distrust  would  have 
remninp<l  Intent  until  such  time  as  the  bank  should  apply  for 
an  extension  of  iLs  fm.nchiec,  bad  not  Jack&ou  mudu  the 
question  sooner  the  order  of  tho  day.  "What  it  was  liiat  firet 
provoked  him  to  this,  it  ia  not  possible  to  determine  deii- 
aitely.    The  tradition  of  tlie  deinoeratic  party,  to  which  Ban- 

'  Eten  3toq->  '"ho  vai  a  nodoate  nan  and  far  remariMl  from  partiiian- 
■hip.  writet;    "  And  I  tootma  thai  I  bd  bomJliatfid  at  the  tniUi.  which 
«aaU  bo  diwiiMd,  tbat  Uunsh  ire  lira  under  the  form  oi  a.  ropublio.  wc 
■niDfactaDdertfaeniUiofBaingieiBaa."    IJf*  and  L«tten  of  J  Blon 
II.  p.  IH. 
'tV  capital  (4  (he  bonk  axaoaotMl  to  tSS.OOO.OOO. 
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«ivlt  ftUo  boa  lent  the  wei^fat  of  his  name,*  i»,  in  my  opioioa, 
iKit  %wll  fouuded.  Jackson  did  not  come  to  Wuhiogtoit 
ivKilvvJ  to  wip«  oat  tbo  bftnk.'  Ho  had  never  been  liiTani- 
tiJ^  jucUaed  towanU  it,  bat,  like  the  nut  of  iu  opixmeats,  he 
vuiuttkred  it  a  f«ct  to  which  he  had  to  be  teconclled.  He 
IuhI  even  rvcoiuincndcd  the  creation  of  a  branch  otfice  in 
LVu»acota,  and  again  in  ISSS,  the  appoiDtmeot  of  certain 
jiunoud  to  places  in  the  branch  office  at  Xaahville.  Ilnrin^ 
llto  Bnt  niuiiUu  of  hi^  adtuiniatratiuu,  the  relation  uf  the 
bank  to  tlio  ndmiuL»tration  cootinned  to  be  what  it  had  been 
andor  funner  presidents.  There  are  eeveral  letters  of  this 
period  known,  in  M-UIcii  tlie  secretary  of  finance  expraaaes 
his  ackoowledgoieuts  for  tlie  manner  in  which  the  bank  oom- 
plied  with  the  wishes  of  the  administratioa.  The  fint  de- 
monstrable provocation  of  ill  temper  was  afforded  by  a 
matter  unimportant  in  itself,  the  be^nniDg  of  which  data 
backto  July,  1829. 

Leri  Woodbury,  senator  from  New  HamjMhire;  and  one 
of  Jackaon'n  moHt  radical  parti^ana,  laid  ehargea,  in  a  lettar 
of  tbe  3Tth  of  June,  before  the  wcretary  of  the  traaituyy 
ngainiit  Jeremiah  Mason,  one  of  tbe  most  distioguisbBd  fii> 
rists  of  Xew  England,  as  president  of  tbo  brmiwh  bank  at 
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'  b  a  eolog;  oo  Jukwo.  delinnd  in  WMhingt«a. 

*  In  opinilioa  to  thii,  indeed,  maj  b*  nddnced  Jadam^  own  mwumim 
b  the  M-caUod  "papa,  read  *a  iht  «abtnM  «a  tbo  ISUi  ef  Sapbabcr, 
1833."  ibaX  er«n  at  tfae  time  that  be  cotAred  on  tfae  datiea  ol  tha  igtaj- 
ienej,  hu  "  eonnetiaiu  of  the  dingennu  teadeeeiM  of  tbe  buh  vm  m 
oreipoweriBg."  Nihw,  XLV,  p.  73.  BtttBoeh  a  declanlioa  of  a  paitr  in 
a  nunitato,  which  tnarki  tbe  oubnlnUine  point  of  th»  itragyle,  oooU 
bars  litUt  wctgfat  Bttubed  to  H,  ervn  ii  tho  ortabliihed  (aoti  inicht  oot 
be  nwde  lo  ooartflata  «  (trav  a  prenraiptirc  piocf  agaiait  iL  Then  i*. 
b»«mar,  no  need  et  nmaing  Ibet  Jukaon  told  ui  abeolale  nsttutfi 
HiS  aUflade  be  awnaed  'm  September.  18SI,  tovanl*  tbe  qowtkn.  bwI^' 
K,  eeB^Jeriag  hit  dtsncter  and  tai>  whole  atode  of  thflogbt,  Ncn  anif- 
evidentto  him  Qiat  he  taiut  iiewaiily  bare  nlwnri  thoosht  m. 
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lonth.    The  letter  calls  attention  to  Mason's  "politi- 

laructer,"  and  tlmt  the  hint  might  certainlj'  not  bo  mis- 

idcrstuud  ur  rumain  uiiLccdcd,  ^^''u(AilJll^)'  also  pointd  to 

lie  £act  that  Hasoa  was  a'"particular  £i-iead  of  Wcb^ur." 

a  Icttur  of  thti  fiatno  date  to  Niciiolas  Biddle,  the  president 

the  bank,  Woodbury  lays  sii-as  on  the  fact,  notvfithfltaud- 

Og,  that  oil  complaints  agniiist  Musott  proceeded  "ozclu- 

pively  from  his  [Mason's]  political  frieadfl."     Both  letlere 

llcged  that  the  complaints  were  univer&ul,  both  among  die 

icrcliants  and  among  the  **  people  in  the  iutcrioi*,''  and  the 

le  to  Iu}>ham  closed  witli  the  request  that  he  uould  oxert 

l^-*'  influcacc  with  the  uiuihui-  hauk  "  to  liave  Ma$OD  n>- 

Tliereupou,  Iiiijham,  on  the  lltli  of  July,  wrote  to 

tidJte,  remarking  tliat  complaints  of  a  "shaiULi-  kind"  hod 

rlieea  already  inadu  from  otlier  i[uart«rs,  and  urging  him  tu 

ford  efiiciunt  redress.     Biddle,  in  hi6  luiiiwer,  proiiiii»ed  to 

itue  an  investigation,  but  demonstrated  Uieu  aud  ihore  tbe 

jmplute  injuBtice  of  many  ot  Woodbury's  a^&eniuutj,  whiqli 

'contained  iimliciood  insimiations  against  Mason  and  agaiiiut 

th«  hank. 

If  thero  had  been  really  complaints  of  a  material  kind 
unlr  against  MasoD,  the  affair  weald  properly  have  stopped 
iKre  antil  tlie  promised  investigation  bad  taken  place.  But 
back  of  Woodbury  and  tlio  secretary  of  finance  stood  another 
|«reonage.  l^aac  Hill,  at  the  time  an  employe  of  the  Ireae- 
iiry  ofllcc,  and  eoon  one  of  the  mo«t  ilrended  puwerii  behind 
Uie  throne,  held  tlio  wires  in  his  haud  bcliiud  the  curtain; 
ind  his  only  aim  wsa^  not  simply  to  scatter  seeds  of  evil  and 
,l«aTC  their  germination  to  chance;  ho  wanted  to  attain  at 
lie  moment  an  entirely  definite  and  plain  object 
''About  sixty  of  the  most  rcepoctable  members  of  tho 
rislatare  of  New  Hampshire"  had  petitioned  for  a  change 
the  bo«uxl  of  directors  of  the  bmnuh  bank,  and,  in  addi- 
9a  to  this,  had  tiiken  the  trouble  to  recommend  other 
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"suitable  persons."  Tlie  amductore  of  the  mother  bank 
mnst  have  badlj  read  the  signs  of  tlie  tiineis  if  they  did  not 
now  pcrccire  at  what  point  thoeo  hankering  after  tlieir  pat- 
ronage wanted  to  place  the  lever.  IIi!l,  however,  removed 
all  donbt  for  them  on  tliis  matter.  On  the  17th  of  July,  he 
addmsed  a  letter,  to  whidi  ho  snhiicrihcd  his  oflicial  si^n* 
tars,  to  two  gentlemen  in  Philadelphia,  who  communicated 
its  eontcnta  to  Bidtlle.  In  thin  letter  we  read:  "The  friends 
of  General  Jackson  in  New  Ilaiiipsliirc  linve  hud  but  too 
mnch  reason  to  complain  of  tlie  niRnagement  of  the  branch 
at  Portsmouth.  All  that  ttic/  now  ask  is,  that  thin  institution 
in  that  state  may  not  continue  to  be  an  eagiue  of  political 
oppreeaion  by  any  party."  ' 

The  charge  did  not  harmoniw?  well  with  Woodbaiy'i 
araurance  that  Maeon'e  political  friends  were  the  first  and 
loudest  iu  their  complaints.  Bntthe  maxim  of  such  people 
in  following  out  »uch  plans  is  always:  heartfi  are  trunip»,  fl 
but  a  club  takes  the  trick,  if  we  play  it.  The  watchword  " 
which  Hill  here  gave  remained  unchanged  to  tlie  end  of  the 
eoQteat.  Tlie  bank  unquestionably  assumed  later  a  political 
attitude;  that  is,  it  sought  to  influence  politics.  But  even 
if  Jackson  could  nay,  with  reason,  tliatlt  was  not  entitled  to 
defeud  its  life  against  the  administration,  it  mnst  have  been 
aelf-evident,  even  to  a  cliild,  that  it  would,  under  all  circuin* 
stances,  defend  itself,  right  or  wrong.  And  it  matters  not 
bow  mnch  or  how  little  just  blame  it  may  dcMrre  on  this 
account,  the  history  of  the  quarrel  about  the  PortsmoaUt 
braneli  bank  justifies,  so  far  as  the  beginning  of  tha  bank 
■tru^le  is  oonceroed,  Calhoun's  assertion  that  the  "real 
oficnse  of  the  bank  is  not  that  it  has  intermeddled  in  politics, 
but  that  it  loould  not  iutcnneddle  on  the  side  of  power."  * 

'S«e  the  ccirwpondsiioe  idaliDR  to  tbe  PorismouUi  Inach  baak  In 
NUM.  "UX,  pp.  20B-S99,  S15,  S1&  Puton,  life  of  A.  JaekMo,  IU«  p. 
20O  ot  teq.,  widi  aotDc  ttmu  not  to  be  (otiad  in  Nilo. 

'CaJb.'i  Works,  It.  ^  833. 
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In  the  begioning  of  Aagimt,  the  aujretar/  of  war  kho 

iterfercd  in  the  matter,  inasmuch  as  he  directed  ISlasoD  to 
fer  the  pengiou  ugcncy  frtnn  Portemoath  to  Concord, 
HtuoD  bod  already,  on  the  31et  of  July,  infonued  Biddle 
tlmt  Hill,  whrt,  up  to  the  time  of  Lis  appolutmcut  to  a  place 
ID  tliD  treasury  oQit^e,  had  been  president  of  the  stDitll  bauk 
in  question  in  Concord^  was  laboring  to  effect  tins  transfer 
o(  the  peneton  agency.  MxM>n,  as  well  aa  ttio  mother  hank, 
leCaaed  to  comply  with  Eaton's  dcniaiid,  bocause  the  law 
did  Dot  ein]X)wer  turn  to  do  so.  Tbe  bank  was  tlte  victor. 
In  ttie  nieautime,  the  correspondence  between  the  mother 
ik  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  continued,  and  Iiad 
'oot'ered  tJie  general  i-e1ntion  of  tlio  bank  to  the  admiuistnu 
tloii.  Ingham  expretiMxl  bini!>elf  on  the  snbjVct  of  tlio  "  oon- 
trol**  which  became  ttie  adiniiiietnition,  in  sucli  a  manner 

int  one  did  not  need  to  be  altogether  too  dlgtrtii^tftil  in  order 
see  ID  it,  nnth  Biddle,  tlic  assertion  of  a  claim  to  cxcrciae 
an  influence  "on  the  election  and  on  removal  from  office." 
Ingham,  iodoed,  denied  very  decidedly  any  such  intention. 
That  h«  did  not  know  how  Hill  had  slnifflcl  the  carda  which 
had  been  given  him  to  play  from,  seems  pretty  certain.  Bnt 
if  the  thonglit  of  making  the  bank  the  vafii^al  of  the  adminia- 
tratiou  wiLs  far  from  bi»  mind,  tlien  not  only  are  certain  of 
hia  expressions  which  wore  evidently  intended  to  be  eiguiS- 

lit  hints  entirely  meaningleefi,  but  the  menaces  also  to 
irhieh  be  resorted  totally  incxplicablfi.'  Now  the  dediira- 
lirjne  of  tlic  bank  that  it  liad  tiolhiug  to  do  with  politics  aud 
that  it  did  not  wish  to  have  anything  to  do  with  them,  wera 
in  harmony  with  the  facts  of  the  case;  and  with  any  other 

fcnM  it  waa  not  even  chai^^. 

Tlic  bank  remained  tbe  victor,  botli  as  against  the  seore- 

■In  hta  letter  of  the  8tli  of  October,  tho  tbiMt.  o£  witbdnkwitis  tha  tbi- 
tal  depomta  ii  enipbatiiiaUsr  expra*^. 
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tary  of  Uio  treasury  miJ  tlie  secrBtarj*  of  war;  and  it  WM  in 
Oie  right  m  opposed  to  liotli.  Ktit  it  cannot  lie  said,  liow- 
OVLT,  tlmt  it  liiul  acted  wisely.  Even  if  the  *.nppofiili«n  tlint 
tbJB  wniiigle  gave  JitcJcsun  the  ^»t  iiiiptdse  to  liis  deciam* 
UoiJ  of  wnr  against  it  be  nnfounilotl,  this  miicli  is  c«i-tain, 
that  the  arrogniit  tone  in  wliieli  UiiJdie  repelled  nil  guardian- 
ship oC  the  adniiuistrAttoii,  except  timt  oxpre«ely  granted  by 
law,  hitliiiii  on  his  soi-est  spot.  But  luglmni  wa*  right  in 
his  vii-w,  that  tlio  Itntik  vory  ntiieli  ovor-c^U muted  it«  jiower, 
it  mattered  no',  hovi*  great  that  [Htwer  miglil  tx),  if  it  snp|>ot)(!d 
it  could  withstand  a  struggle  with  iho  adinini^tnitioi). 

Nothing  wai  kaovrn  of  Uicso  differcncoa  in  wider  circles, 
or  else  no  attention  vm  paid  to  them.  The  declaration  of 
the  first  annual  lueerage,  that  the  president  oould  "  not  too 
soon  present  to  the  deliberate  conKidemtion  of  the  Icgialft- 
tare  and  tJje  people,"  the  petition  which  wad  to  1*6  expectod, 
a&lcing  for  n  renewal  of  the  cliarter  of  tlie  bank,  was  a  8ur- 
prie«  tu  the  general  public.  By  what  spirit  the  presenting 
of  this  declaration  to  tho  peoplo  was  dictated,  is  shown  by 
the  concluding  sentoQcc  of  tho  sliort  pamgreph:  "  Both  the 
ooiutitutiotiality  and  the  cxpodtcncy  of  tho  law  creating  this 
bank  arc  qac»tioned  by  a  lai^  portion  of  oar  fellow  citizens, 
and  it  mnstbe  admitted  by  all,  that  it  hiis  failed  in  tbc  great 
end  of  eat&hli&hing  a  nnifonn  and  &ound  currency."  If  tho 
meaning  of  this  wan  that  Jacluon  hiin»al{  considered  the 
bftnk  anooDstitutional,  still  thia  was  trae  only  of  this  Imnk 
and  not  of  a  bank  in  general.  The  disguised  attack  on  the 
axieting  bauk  he  followed  with  the  conditional  proposition 
to  Hub«titute  for  it  "a  national  odo,  fouudod  apon  thm  credit 
of  tbo  government  and  its  rcroaucd."  Wliotlifir  it  mis  in- 
tended  to  place  ftucti  an  inatruinotit  in  tho  hand  of  tho  prusi- 
dent  in  case  the  new  system  governing  the  bestowal  of  ulfice 
ahould  be  continued*  ia  a  quottion,  tho  aoawor  to  which  tuusb 
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be  songtit  in  the  history  of  Jackson^a  odniiiiUtration,  and 
[eapocialtj  in  tliat  of  the  bank  controrerej. 

If  anjr  doabt  whatever  conld  Iiaro  existed  that  Jackson 

had  ilchiivd  to  declare  war  on  the  bank,  it  iniiet  have  been 

removed  hy  llio  repetition  of  that  rocomtnendation  in  the 

.two  following  nnniinT  iiieasa^^.'     Cut  no  one  yet  dreamt  of 

'  a  strngglo  for  life  or  death.     It  came  to  this  only  tlirough  a 

I  blander  made  by  tlie  bank. 

In  one  point,  Jackson  was  apparently  trne  to  the  pro- 
igmmmc  which  he  had  drawn  upon  the  occasion  of  hie 
I  rt«i;^atiuii  as  a  eenalor  of  the  tinitcd  States.  In  hi« 
Ifirat  message,  he  recommended  that  the  recligibility 
of  the  president  ehnnid  be  dnnc  away  with  by  an  amend- 
^^  raent  to  the  constitution;  mid  he  repealed  the  recom- 
^Htueadation  in  all  bis  succeeding  niC6«ageo.  Iliit  the  pol- 
^H^iUeians  riglitly  a«5iime<!  thiit  timt  would  not  prevent  liim- 
^Btelf  from  accepting  a  second  clcclioti.'  And  it  would  have 
^Bbeen  a  hard  thin^  for  them  to  Gnd  a  person  more  accept^ 

^H     '[bid.,  n.  pp.  SI9,  S6\.  In  hi*  M«onfl  uinua!  mcfitofe he laj-B BtlU  man 

^B-iUftiutclj  Ui»t  be  o^cctcd  to  tbe  butik  aaly  "  as  at  prescat  or^ntiod."  and 
thai "  the  actvantaiin  afforded  ti;  tlin  ptospnt  bitok  "  mifrbt  t)0  itoaiml  by 
agovannicnt  basic,  wbicb  was  oolya  "bmuch  of  the  tnoiarr  depart' 

I        umt." 

'WotNtecvritei,  April  18,  ISSO,  U>  Clnjr:  "Tho  preadtnt  meivns  lo  be 

I         ir-dcctod.    He  fan  meant  to  oil  along.    Scoinf;  tlilt.  Vna  Buku  vaa  eo- 
deaTCving  to  mako  a  want  of  pcnuadJng  liim  to  do  ki.  on  tlio  i^tind  of 
JtebeiatmeceiwaiT  14  k^pUiopar^  together."    Ftiv.  Corretp.of  II.  Clfty, 
ZbO.    A(  raHy  u  the  *27tb  of  FcbniuT.  l^^O.  be  had  wiiUca  to  MiuoD 
Caliioun  and  Viui  Buwn  owrioolccd  "tbe  [jrubalMlity  Out  General 
iJadnon  will  nin  imuin,  and  that  that  in  bin  pn-'aent  purpose  I  am  quite 
Prir.  C'onnii.  ot  U.  Webstt>r,  I.  p.  488.    Adamssbared  Uii'  vi>i», 
bat  aa  to  the  mt,  saw  better.    IIo  writw.  Hurcb  2^,  IS^,  bi  lii<i  diacf; 
"The  Ticei  of  hii  «din!u»tni.lJO[i  ore  uociucli  m  a&<?cL  the  popular  feel- 
ay.    Btf  will  lose  none  of  his  papaliLritj-,  unless  he  tliould  do  somelhinif 
to  nbe  a  bti»tcr  upon  populiir  sniliuii.-uti  luid  of  tliiit  iit<it6  is  ao  preaeat 
jmmpfct.    \t  bo  liroR.  therefore,  and  nothing  ntemid  Ehould  happen  t» 
nwo  n«w  purti«s,  be  ini^'  b?  re-<lcct«d,  not  only  oiioc,  but  twice  ac  Umoe." 
Mm.  of  J.  Q.  Adaiu.  Vlll,  p.  210. 


able  to  tbera,  or  one  whom  there  was  a  bettor  prospect,  of 
electing. 

In  tho  l&ttcr  rcspoct,  indeed,  the  Iaai3era  of  the  nattoTiiLl 
repnblicans  wereof  a  very  diifcroDt  miad.  They  confidently 
hoped  for  rietory  to  tho  last,'  pnrtly  because  they  assntnoii 
that  tlie  niftsses  were  of  their  own  way  of  thinking  politi- 
cally, whereos  they  (the  maascei)  were  gnidod  entirely  by 
theirpolitical  iii:ttitictd;  partly  beK^iisotUey  imder-esll united 
tlie  influence  which  tho  profesivioiial  politiciona  had  already 
secnrod  for  themselves,  by  ely-illfiil  nmnagcinonty  in  thode-' 
terminntion  oF  qiiastions  of  thiu  kind,  precisely. 

lu  the  place  of  the  dethroned  "  King  Cnncns,"  ftnothcr 
uiiLchino  had  to  Ue  put,  one  which,  by  making  known  the 
"  people's  will,"  exempted  the  clectorj  from  their  coiiatitn. 
tional  duty  to  elet't  the  mim  provident  who,  in  their  judg- 
ment, waa  the  fittest  for  llio  poftitioii.  From  tlie  "  Kitchen 
Cabinet"  seems  to  linve  come  the  first  pro}K)siUon  to  make 
the  "  national  conventions,"  whicli  are  custom  iry  even  to  the 
present  day  —  that  is,  oeseniblages  made  up  of  party  dele- 
gatef),  ch»»on  without  any  legd  control  whatever,  the  ex- 

'CUf.  vlio.  it  wu  well  known,  wu  tho  caadidaia«f  the  oatioiial  n- 
pnUicaiu.  vrit4«,  April  ^1.  iSiVi.  to  Fr.  Bcookn:  "  Ihc  wfaots  cose  pres9iit« 
tniA  oncoumging  Tic  v.  Jackaon  luu  loct,  ia  \enag,  and  nia«t  continuo  In 
lo*e;"  and  on  the  S:3d  of  Julf.  1830,  to  J.  S.  .Tolia<>b(>ii:  "  1  think  we  am 
antbogrued,  from  aU  th&t  ia  now  More  oi,  to  anticipate  conHdmtlj  0«if 
oral  Jnclooa's  defeat;"  and  ii^cain.on  tbe^lct'Of  Fobruaty.  toKr.  Bnwke; 
**  EveiytUng  is  going  on  well.  Van  Burec,  oJd  Ukkorjr,  and  tho  whole 
cnw,  win,  I  Uiiulc,  in  duo  titoe^  be  sotlen  rid  of."  Vdr.  Oorrap.  irf  E> 
day,  pp.  'Xt,  307,  SX.  tn  the  addroaof  the  national  r^piibllcAn  eonvm- 
tion  of  BoltiiBCtre  we  read:  "  Wiliiont  motuiing  to  oncourjige  an  undue 
GonHdenop.  wliid  wodd  oolj  \geaente  iiLUiirily,  we  belxDro  that,  with 
proper  exartjon,  the  waoxm  of  Uu  good  cause  ia  b^ond  the  pomhilt^  of 
doubt  lie  pnSMat  aJminiitalua  baa  tor  some  iiima  puet  been  jiutljr  dit- 
cfiiteA  in  pulitic  opinion  —  OviMnd  JaclcMiii  han  \mm  grodiudly  losing, 
oviT  nRce  Ibc  c^mmcuict'iaeiit  at  kia  olli-^  term,  tite  pipuloht^  wtUi  whicli 
b«  eoU-tvd  it."    Nil**.  Xl.I.  p.  312. 


TS8  VXTtOSM.  KEFL'BUC&SB. 


89 


ponenu  of  the  "  will  of  tho  pcoplo." '  What  prospects  the 
army  of  oflice  holdcra  and  office  Beekers,  wlio  were  ever  rcodjr 
fur  fight,  had  to  influence  thu  election  to  tlud  coiiveutLOD, 
and  how  powerful  a  pressure  the  *'  nominatioiw'*  of  the  con- 
itioDS  would  necoo&arily  exert  on  Uic  port}',  or  on  tbe 
'Sectors  diosea  by  the  purty,  wo  uoed  uot  enter  iato  any 
minute  discustilon  ot  hero.* 

(Jackson,  indeed,  would  have  needed  no  artitiuial  help  to- 
icda  being  ag^ii  propu^etl;  but,  aa  it  waa  offered,  his  0]>- 
menta  should  Iiaru  been  doubly  cautious  in  going  to  work 
to  prepare  their  programtue.  Inetcud  of  eoufiuitig  themselveA 
to  a  wntclifui  dcfcnsivu,  however,  and  permitting  liim  to  mn 

■the  riskd  of  takiug  the  initiative,  they  suddenly  took  the 
bffeusive,  luislud  by  an  over-estimation  of  thuirowu  strength 
and  by  the  impatience  of  Clay's  umbition. 

lu  Uiu  bugiiiningof  December,  18iil,  that  is,  neai-ly  ayenr 
before  the  choice  of  electors,  the  national  republicans  upenod 
tlio  electoral  cainjxugn  witli  a  national  convention  lield  at 
Baltimore.  C\ay  was  unaniiuoudl^'  uQininat«d  their  presi- 
dential candidate.  Ad  address  to  tho  people  fnmiehed,  iu 
^Hteui^tivo  form  of  a  criticiaia  uf  the  tJicu  administration, 
^^e  party's  programme  Much  might  have  been  added  to 
iL;  much  that  was  said  might  have  found  more  severe  ex- 
uou  aud  the  eriticlf m  still  have  been  ju&tiiied ;  hut  polib- 

F'>8ee  the  letter  of  lAajor  Lewut  to  Ainoa  Kendall,  of  Uia  25th  o£  Hny, 

1331,  reprodaoed  iu  ?iutou'>  Life  of  A.  Jocloou,  III,  pp.  332.  ;^.    Id  Jolj 

U  the  mme  year,  a, "  ooiiveution  "  of  iho  republican  memben  of  tho  Icgu* 

Uteie  of  N«*r  Ili»ap«hiro,  tit  Uie  >U(nf«alJoii  of  Kendall  luid  of  J.  UiU, 

sude  the  fonuiJ  propositi  an  thmt  a  OBt^Oual  coitrealion  kIiuiiIiI  beheld. 

vitfa  th»  (drtlKF  jiroiicsitum  that  ciich  Ktate  nhould  wnd  u  many  dcle- 

1  to  it  M  it  imt  entitled  lo  el>«tond  votes. 

■  "Tlmbuik,  adinittJDg  ail  that  ia  Baid  to  bo  tnii.',  haa  not,  LnoBropinidn, 

1  »o  uiich  moncf  iu  defenduig  Loraelf,  an  liui  been  osponded  at  the 

lelvdion  heUd  in  the  citjrof  New  Yotk.aione.bypenontbotdmgoffiow 

,  ibit  Ui«  '  fpoaU  d  •nttorj'  may  be  nude  to  temaia  with  Uiota." 

ISM.    NiW.  XLTI.  p.  97. 
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ical  wisdom  deinandal  a  more  moderate  tijnc  Tlic  jKtculiar 
niaiinvr  in  wliicb  the  uiasses  considered  Jackson  their  direct 
repi'e&cntative,  caiiacd  tlioin  to  look  upon  the  pcrautial  uttack» 
un  him  as  ao  am' mad  version  on  tbemiiclvcs,  and  they  eeized 
with  Siitisfiiction  tlic  opportunity  to  demonstrate  their  ''eor- 
ureignty"  once  more,  and  in  u,  more  striking  manner. 

In  reference  to  the  bank,  tlie  addi-oss  a^anmed  a  mucli  more 
decided  |X)sitioii  than  was  al>»o]iitcly  c&llcd  for  by  Uie  &tep» 
whicit  iTackfion  had  Uiuk  far  taken  against  iL  Extrarugant 
praise  was  6howere<l  on  the  bank,  and  it  was  denied  that  the 
attacks  of  the  president  bud  even  the  least  &embluiie«j  of  K9L»mj. 
Between  tlie  lines  jjeopie  could  read  tliat  the  cjpianation  of 
ibe  addi-ess  was  to  be  found  in  Jueksou's  own  bunk-project, 
which  amounted  to  a  paper-mone/  niachitie  for  tbe  gofem- 
meaL  Certain  it  Wa«,  however,  that  the  annihilation  of  the 
bank,  if  Jackson  A'a^  ulcetcd  again,  was  a  matter  resolved 
npoD  and  fttittlwl.'  The  coucluHiou  wuti  easily  drawD:  wiio- 
ever  wishes  to  save  the  bank  must  vote  for  Chiy. 

The  iiiktiuiiHl  republicans,  therefore,  chose  a&  their  ^mteb- 
word  for  the  campaign:  "'Tlie  bank  or  Jocieon!"  and  tliey 
endeavored  to  furco  the  presideat  to  adopt  tbe  eanie,  by  in. 
diicing  tlie  bank  to  petition  now  for  the  renewal  of  itfi  cliar- 
ter.*  Wlien  experience  had  taught  ibem  the  folly  of  thi« 
stop,  tlicy  denied  all  design  and  pretended  tbat,  witbout  any 
mental  reeervntiun,  tliey  only  obeyed  the  Kummoua  contained 
in  tbe  first  annual  me^ar>e.  Since  they,  by  this  means,  suc- 
ceeded in  making  tlie  obscurity  which  pre  railed  in  the  public 
jadgmentonthedHrkcour^of  tbe  stniggle  greater,  Uie  allu- 
sion to  Che  address  of  tbe  Baltimore  convention,  which  was  far 
the  most  port  overlooked,  seemed  ueceesary.  Together  will 
many  others,  Clay  himself  baa  borne  witness  to  the  fiwst, 

'Nilffl.  XLl.  p.  SIO. 
■Ttio  |)e<itios  vu  laid  bcfon  tbe  aenato  on  this  0th  of  Jtanux,  VSKi 
bjDalW.    Dcb.of  ConBT,  XI,iip.3e7,83S. 
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libat  Jacksoa  did  not  wish  to  eec  tiic  (question  broiiglit  up  at 
thin  session,  but  tlmt  tho  "  rwiponaibility  of  a  decision  "  was 

Iforc«d  upon  iiim  by  t!ic  fricmiti  of  tlift  bftnk.' 
I  Ho*.  OOtj"  JiickfKm  ]«rson«ll_y  had  to  complain  of  this 
UAnceiivre.  TIic  bank  mid  il^  friends  might  appcnl  later,  as 
uacli  OS  tliey  hkcd,  tu  the  right  of  &olf  dcfuiiec,  wlteu  Jackson 
forged  a  powerful  weapon  o^instthemontof  thotliousondt 
of  dollars  tticj  hod  espent  for  puqioees  of  [Ktlitical  ogitatioo. 
'Witli  ilB  upplicatioa  before  »  preaidential  election,  about 
five  years  before  the  expiration  of  it*  charter,  ood  in  a 
boDgrcsH  tlio  lacmlicrs  of  wliich  hud  hocn  elected  without 
aitj  reference  whatever  to  this  question,  the  bank  cari'ied  it« 
money  power  into  the  political  arena  in  a  manner  which 
M>uld  not  be  jnstitiRd  from  aity  point  of  view.     By  mcuis  of 

Iihis  fact,  it  exercised  ouagrcut  number  uf  citizens,  especially 
in  the  uioney-poor  west,  a  pressure  which  awakened  to  an 
extent  greater  ^an  ever  before  the  political  alarms  in  relation 
to  an  institntion  of  the  kind,  whicli  had  been  lulled,  to  eleep 
by  time.  Iliesc  were  wf  more  Importance  in  the  development 
(and  iu  iheisaueof  the  struggle  than  the  economic  side  of 
the  ^niisitoiL^  Bat  tite  really  decisive  element  was  that 
■  "Tba  oxeentive  u  playiuK  a  tUseji  giimn  to  nvoid,  at  tliin  setnon,  lfa«  n- 
^OiuUnlity  ot  nay  JcciMion  ou  Uiu  luukiiuwLioa.  It  !■  uut  yet  iUourtiiiuL-d 
wheliier  the  bank,  fa;  tatbemiag  to  a|i{ily  fur  a  rennwiLt  o(  their  cluLrttv, 
will  or  will  not  co&forai  to  tbc  wiUia  of  tb'e  preBulout  I  thitik  tbey  will 
iwt  very  unwisely  it  tbef  donot  apply."  H.  CUy  to  Fr.  Brookv.  Dec  25, 
1691.    Vny.  Cain»p.,  p.  '•iii. 

*J.  M.  Ijudlow  eajn,  in  a  review  of  tbo  Qnt  volume  of  UiU  work: 
"  Tot  tarvif  ttU)  qOCfltiiMi  involve  in  it  ( Jadc»oa'H  struKtrle  with  Qui  V.  8. 
Bank],  wm  cue  of  tfae  siurnt  conatitutjonal  natuiv.  imd  big  with  iMua 
aActioff  Uw  whole  future  d  tiie  United  StatcN,  tii.,  -wliother  a  monar* 
pAwer  of  raliooal  UintauioaB  ahoold  be  uUaweil  to  substit  wbicb  took  piui 
1b  [«UtKal  warfun,  nt  al  nought  gorerument  control,  and  waxed  ihe  divi- 
tlmdf  0DtL« public etoct  UowuiomtatousauLliaduiiifrrisui  iktvpublio, 
tmn  Um  waab  of  all  thoae  ooDnttfrailing  inSueooei  wbicli  other  (onni  of 
ntay  mpfAy,  the  instauoe  vi  tlio  Kiie  lisK  >kovi,  whkli  but 
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Jaxikton  accepted  the  diallenge  of  tboBaldmore  convention, 
and  that  he  also  made  ^'JrcIcsoq  or  the  Bank"  tlie  watch- 
word in  the  electoral  campaign. 

The  deinocnilio  mumbere  of  congretis  had  oot  expected 
tliat  tlie  jiruaident  would  place  before  tlie  party  tlio  alterna. 
live  of  either  dropping  him  or  of  rejecting  the  petition  of  the 
bank.  It  was,  indeed,  known  that  he  took  umbrage  at  tlte 
application  just  at  this  time;  bat,  altliongh  tlie  democrats 
had  a  considerable  ninjority  in  the  house  of  representatires, 
tlie  bauk  bill  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  eeveu 
iigainst  eighty-five.*     The  following  day,  July  4,  it  went  to 

the  other  iaj  we  saw  oODtnilling  tJi«  leifisliitura  uid  half  the  jodiaaiy  of 
tbe  "  Empire  State  '*  of  the  Union.  If  Jama  i'iak^e  maminonocraey  vu 
"^n^ft  to  a  state  m  two,  it  was  probably  tiinnk*  only  to  the  tou^hm-a  of 
"OM  Hickmy,"  which,  foi^  jnon  \fl0K,  lii>4  Qirown  VUk'n  [icvciinor, 
^choliu  Biddl«,  in  ihai  prcvioux  wreaUe,  wherein  tiie  ooatiol  of  tbe  Union 
itell  wi>  at  Ktiike."  (The  Acaaciny,  May  2, 1874)  I  sliara  Ludlow^ 
THW  that  the  continnanoo  of  tbo  bank  waa  not  dinraUn.  But  that  aJoaa 
ia  not  the  question,  'llio  credit  Jockaon  dnvtves  for  dcstioyiti;  it  is  aioro 
than  conntCTljiilanced  by  lite  evil  be  oansed  by  the  mannET  in  wliicL  be 
buougbt  about  its  dcstrucbon.  Botidca,  Jockion  prored  hitoMlC  eutinJy 
ncomiMtent  to  put  anything  better  in  ita  place.  Ludlow's  comiiikraioa  of 
tba  baak  with  tile  "KrtoKin^/'andof  Biddlu  with  Fittc,  iH,  in  n^opinioB. 
an  Mooudiufly  uiiliuppy  one.  It  aocnu  to  ii.c  that  Lcrc  Ludlow,  in  part, 
looks  aomewlLat  thivuf  h  the  Bi-DtOD-FiirUm  hbtoricai  Bpectadfie;  that,  in 
put  bo  doca  ooi  tako  aufficieDUy  into  account  iho  immenso  difleirtice  he- 
twMa  tha  eoononiie  condition  of  tbt  counliy  thra  and  now :  and  thai,  in  finrt, 
hb  ignorea  entirely  tbo  Iruo  noitatt  and  tbo  poliliica]  aifnufkanco  of  the  Em 
linf  ami  of  iti  one-tline  diief.  Tli«  fact  that  N«w  Yurie  had  its  Jnmw 
Fid^  and  that  a  nrann  of  greater  and  tesaer  Pitka  is  iprcad  orur  the 
ITaited  Statea.  was  made  potttb]e,IbrtheSnttime.  bythe  iieneral  political 
defOloptncnt  which  iEaiiifnt4?d  itsdf  in  all  its  power  during  Jnckaen** 
adwinistnUiop.  and  wbtrh  Jnck»on  fahnEdf  pronwted  note  than  auy  other 
pvsooafre.  1 4lo  t>ot  beliet«  that  1  niMh?nwtiinale  Jadoaa,  aa  thp  honor- 
able  critic  leproacfaea  mo  witb  doing.  If  I  am  not  greatly  selt-dec^ivi'd,  I 
eatimul«  him  aQ  the  owre  oonecUy  beouuo  I  follow  tbe  raiiwn  of  Udnpi 
to  lower  deptha  in  tlMir  widM-  mniSuatioas,  and  bacaoae  I  foUow  thou 
dDTeola,  and  not  the  dind  sibcta  ouly,  farther. 
'Dcb.ofCOngr-.  X'■^'5». 
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Oic  proaidont,  who,  on  Uio  tonth  of  tho  eame  mouth,  sent  it 
bode  to  the  aenote  witli  his  veto.'  Id  doing  w,  be  now,  in 
an  aoambiguous  Qutuaer,  gave  it  to  be  uuderotood  tliat  lie 
would  regard  the  iesufi  of  the  election  as  the  final  decree  of 
the  people.  By  this  mcaiis  the  renewal  of  ttie  cliarter  of 
I  bank  became  really  and  entirely  a  parly  queBtiou.  Only 
sv  of  the  many  democi-atic  friends  of  the  bank  had  the 
parage  to  remain  trne  to  their  former  viewa.  Many  of 
^hose  who  bad  jnst  again  petitioned  for  itti  continuauve,  now 
reviled  it  as  a  "  monster"  which  threatened  to  devour  the  free- 
lom  of  tbo  reptiblict  and  thera  were  eome  even  who,  wiUi 
msh  abameleesneee,  acknowledged  that  Jticksoii'a  urdcr  had 
Filmply  made  opposition  to  it  a  party  law.'  This  was  the 
first  time  that^  in  an  important  qaestion,  party  discipline 
was  raided  to  the  dignity  of  the  supreme  law  of  the  demo> 

^K    ■StatMin.'a  Man.,  II,  pp.  86S-«7&. 

^H  *Ia  (he  city  o(  Xovr  TorV,  Hxe  democrat  wrangled  amonii  themselrec 
^^bvcx  ti>e  qtl«*tu>D,  whether  the  inCmb»  oE  congr««i,  hitherto  Vcrplanck,  or 
^^Sne  Selden  itutead,  should  be  elected  to  the  liotiee  of  reprcacutatires.  The 
•'  Erenuig  Poit."  one  ol  the  ofEciaJ  pajHro  of  the  TaiDmuiy  society  which 
I  took  Vaplonck'a  (MUt.Rinarlm<l  in  an  aitdclc :  "  Mr.  VcrplaacJs,  it  eectaa, 
i  TOted  in  t»Tfx  ol  tbt  Uiut»d  8tat»  Bank.  Them  i»  not  il  unulu  wt  but 
^Klliis  til  t}io  wbolo  ooono  of  his  political  lifo  which  eren  tho  tioiay  champtoiw 
^V  of  Mr.  Scldun  buTe  TCnttired  to  name  ugninsl  him.  On  the  oonUnnrt  oo 
I  an  inportant  qtmlion^,  he  hu  mer  }»<!i\  found  on  tho  ride  of  the  enca- 
Im.  .  .  .  'Hat  be  bu committed  onenn.'Kn;  certuin  obiticptnwur 
I^Ariond*  of  Mr.  S«ld(!Q — '  he  voted  id  faror  of  rvchartering  tbi'  United  Stntt« 
alt.*  Sat  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that,  nt  thu  time  that  quontton  vnt 
I  lalwn  in  vongievt,  it  luul  not  j<^t  become  of  part)'  demarcation  in  thii  dtj, 
[It  was  not  yet  an  aK#rtMi«d  ttust  that  tho  pi^dtot  woald  v«to  tlie  bill; 
Mr.  Verplandt  waa  in  poMctaioa  of  no  dabi  which  conld,  b;  tut; 
,  main  it  certain  that  hi*  ronititnenU  wore  oppou'd  to  thi)  bunk, 
le  bad  bpfarchiin  pctitiouol  a  Inntti  number  ofhiBOOUAtituiMiUi,  pTnyinfc, 
Via  earaist  tAmu.  for  the  renewal  of  the  dtarter.  These  petitjonit  had  on 
IlbeB  tlie  nauvM  oj  isanj  as  sound  domociati  ai  an>  to  be  fouud  ia  ths 
Iwhole  ootuitTT.  Tbej  had  on  tltem  notnet  of  men  who  ittix>d  and  stand 
Mooeg  tllP  lilRbeA  ut  Tammany  Hall  —  lettdinH  tpiritu  in  the  wigwam  — 
BbMb  at  the  oooncil  bo&n]."    Nilca,  XUll,  p.  I'lO. 
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omtic  pnrty;  and,  for  tlie  present,  the  parly  acl-nowledgCd 
the  opinion  aiid  tho  will  of  tJie  president  lo  he  the  source  of 
their  [)iirty  progminme. 

But  this  alone  did  not  pre  the  reto  ati  iuiportance  wbicb 
extended  far  bcjoiid  the  qncstinn  of  Ihe  conlinuaiico  or  «•- 
eatioii  of  the  bank.  The  president  based  liis  jiiatification  of 
it  on  a  ecricj  of  principles  which  advanced  a  theory  ol  the 
relation  of  the  executive  to  the  legislative  and  jtidiclol  pow- 
ers which  vnv»  pr^naiit  with  tneaiiiii^. 

In  hiii  veto  mcfiHJi<;>e,  Jackson  declared  that  if  he  had  been 
Bulioited  to,  he  utiuld  have  been  read;  to  lay  boforo  congress 
the  plan  of  a  bank  against  which  no  objection,  t.-oii^(itutioaal 
or  uf  inexpediency,  could  bo  raised.    During  Wflehinglon'B 
adniinistmlion,  the  anti-Fcderaliista  ha<l  freq^iiently  cxprcfi»ed 
thcnisclrcA  very  pointedly  to  tlic  eHcct  tliat  congress  permitted 
itaelf  to  receive  snggcstionft  from  tlio  heade  of  dcpartincaita, 
especially   from  Hamilton,  in  the  matttir  of  the  framing  of 
bills.    The  practice,  however,  did  not  fall  into  total  disuse  even 
under  the  republican  regime.     Tint  tlie  Uioughtof  having  re- 
course Lo  tJie  president  for  the  draught  uf  a  proposed  la\fy  vran 
entirely  new.    Great  aa  was  the  part  played  by  the  tlicory 
of  the  "division  of  power"  in  the  viewa  of  the  founders  of 
the  rupuhlic,  tliey  bad  n  great  deal  too  luudi  polilital  good 
sense  to  attempt  to  carry  it  out  alwolntcly  in  tlie  constitution. 
The  president  was,  after  much  deliberation,  made  a  cooperat- 
ing factor  in  IcgiaUtion,  but,  in  the  debates  of  the  convention 
AtPhiladelphia,t}ie  thought  of  giving  him  asharciu  Uieiniti- 
stive  of  legislation,  was  not  expressed  even  once.    Divoi^ot 
•s  v'levs.  were,  it  was  stilt  considered,  and  witliout  exception, 
a  fielf>«vidi;nt  matter,  that  tlie  [larticipntion  of  tlic  "execu- 
tiro  "  In  the  legislative  power  conld  have  had  no  object  but  iw 
own  protection,  and  lo  actaaaocrtaiucliec1contliele)^slative, 
Tn  die  /'ct/«raZtW.aliiu,  the  question  Ja  dii4cusE«<l  only  from 
tlieae  two  pointaof  view.    The  "recomnien<lation*'  by  him 
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'Bocb  mcasaree  as  lie  ehoiili]  jtidge  necessary  and  exye- 
it,"  anJ  which,  boeidce,  is  made  the  duty  of  tho  prcj^iriont 
by  the  conatitution,  has  nothing  in  common  nitb  tlic  talking 
of  tiio  iniiiative  in  legUJntion.    Whether  the  gcniaa  o£  repub- 

Iltcanism  pennitiitlic  executive  powvr  under  any  circnmstancea 
to  take  piirt  in  it,  this  is  not  the  plnco  to  dieciiss;  that  it  doaa 
not  bn»,  frojn  the  firsts  been  the  opiDion  nnivcraally  entcr- 
tiuned  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  genius 
of  ihe  eonatitution  ran  counter  to  Jackson's  pretensions.  Clay 
said  that  if  tbe  president  svere  to  furnish  draughts  for  the  laws, 
the  country  should  l>e  governed  by"uka(K»  and  decrees,'* 
flod  not  h«  sabjcctod  to  the  umlcss  (.'Xpcnec  of  a  congress. 

Tbe  censure  eontruncd  iit  this  expi-eesiou  viae  not  ns  oxag- 
gerated  as  may  «eem  at  tir^l  eighU    In  coDstitutional  mon- 

I archies,  it  was  already  customary  not  to  peniiit  the  prince 
to  be  drawn  into  jKirliamentary  tninsactioitit,  that  thiTu  might 
lUtt  be  so  much  as  a  scinhkuco  lliut  there  vim  an  iutciitiou 
1o  exert  a  pressure  on  the  free  doHbcrationa  and  resolves  of 
tho  It^ielative  body.     In  the  congress  of  the  republic,  how- 
ever, it  DOW  became  a  very  usunl  thing  to  use  tlic  prediction 
i»f  a  presidential  veto  as  a  chief  argttmcnt  in  debate.     ThiiS 
eoold  not  be  explained  by  an  improper  dependence  of  some 
nicmbers  of  congress  on  the  presidcnr,  Bbme.     Cuiigrc-^  hod 
ilher  to  take  a  corrupt  and  revolutionary  course,  of  tlie 
pnaident  must  have  had  a  view  on  the  veto  power  wliich 
departed  widely  fram  that  of  his  prcdcco»sors. 
Of  this  hut,  the  veto  mes&age  left  no  doubt    Jackson  diar- 
a  great  part  of  the  provisions  of  the  existing  bank 
oa  unconstitutional,  and  accused  the  new  bank  bill  of 
substantially  preserving  these  provisions.    Tlie  provisions  in 
question,  lie  claimed,  were  unconstitutional,  because  they 
were  uotaa  the oonstitution  required,  "necessary  and  proper" 
tfi  attain  the  object  intended. 
That  tlic  veto  was  valid  in  law  there  was  no  qne«Hon,sinca 
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tlie  conetit^itioD,  witli  the  oxcoption  of  a  fow  provisions  as  U 
time,QttAchcd  no  condition  totbe  exorcise  of  tlio  veto-power, 
except  a  stutement  of  tLe  reosona  therefor.  But  tlie  qaes- 
Uon  of  law  was  not  limited  to  this.  It  was  not  only  an  intcr- 
neting  question  tliooratic»llj,  but  a  practical  (jnc^tion  of  the 
lilgliest  im]K)rtance,  whetlier  these  reasons  of  Jat-lifion  were 
aififtlitntiona!.  And  when  the  bill  came  up  for  discussion 
again  in  the  senate,  mach  greater  weight  was  attached  to 
thi!)  than  to  the  question  of  utility. 

Since  the  president,  as  already  said,  is  not  to  be  considered 
as  a  power  coordinate  with  congreea  In  the  matter  of  legis- 
lation,' we  may  call  it  running  counter  to  tlm  spirit  of  the 
ooustitutiou  that  the  president  should  tliink  hiui&elf  juati- 
fied,  the  moment  any  prorieion  in  the  details  of  a  hill  did 
□ot  entirely  anlt  him,  to  excrci&H  his  veto  power.  Yet,  of 
course,  n  well  defined  limit  canuot  here  be  drawn.  Bnt 
Jackson  exti-ii<]«d  the  conijwtency  of  hie  indiriJiuU  judg- 
ment on  the  "  uoce&sary  and  proper"  to  the  constituLiom.1 
queation  too.  Doubtleaa,  the  president  not  only  might  refuse 
his  assent  to  every  bill  which  heoonsiderod  uiiconstitutiotULl, 
hut  he  had  to  do  so.  Sut,  it  was  juut  as  nn^^uestiouahle, 
thai,  in  the  formation  of  his  judgment  on  this  question,  it 
was  improper  for  lum  to  make  his  views  couoeming  the 
"necewary  and  proper"  of  the  separate  provieiona,  the  sole 
criterion.  If  a  general  power  were  granted  to  congreas,  to  con- 
gress also  belonged  the  riglit  to  jndge  finally  how  it  could  ex- 
orcise that  power  so  that  it  might  best  serve  the  end  for  which 
it  was  given.  To  make  the  coustitutiunality  of  a  legislative 
act  depend  on  whether  some  other  governmental  factor  may 
not  consider  that  certain  other  individual  provisions  niij;ht 
servo  tlie  purpose  better,  is  absurd.  The  constitutionality  <rf 
an  act  is,  as  the  word  implies,  a  question  of  law,  and  the 

'  Art.  I,  B90.  1,  tif  tho oonititotkiDt nadi:    "  All  IcgialaliTc  povHnluM* 
la  gnutled  ibail  be  rttAed  in  a  iiiii|[iiMi  of  lbs  Uniled  Statw. 
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rule  governing  the  deoision  of  qneetlons  of  Inw  cannot  be  In* 
dividual  opinion  on  moro  qucs>tions  of  cxpc<llcncy.'  Were 
this  not  so,  not  only  tlie  certainty  of  the  law,  but  its  con- 
tinning  identitjr  would  be,  in  principle,  done  away  with, 
Tlw  prcAidwit,  if  he  were  consifitcntly  to  curry  ont  this  new- 
doctrine,  slioiild  cndwivor  to  prevent  all  legislntion  which 
did  not,  in  every  purlicular,  entirely  correspond  with  his 
riews,  and  be  might  do  it  in  all  inirtanceo  in  n-hlch  he  could 
connt  on  one-third  of  the  membera  of  both  boiists  of  con- 
gress. Wliat  yesterday  waa  l€^;al  might  be  to-day — so  far 
aa  the  executive  was  concerned — illegal,  of  no  binding 
force,  if  ftTiotlier  person  had  in  tbe  mean  time  a.>>stimed  the 
preeidciital  chair,  if  the  president  had  changed  bi»  mind,  or 
if  n  cbaage  of  circnmstances  seemed  to  require  a  different 
jndgmCQt  as  to  how  well  a  legislative  measiire  was  adapted 
to  its  end.  For  Jackson  desired  not  only  to  pass  judgment 
on  the  oonstltationality  of  the  bills  laid  before  him  for  his 
approval,  but  also  on  that  of  existing  laws,  which  bad  be- 
come such  in  a  const! tiitii^tml  mnnner,  talcing  liiH  own  views 
on  the  eaitableneEfiof  their  goparikte  provisions  as  a  criterion. 
Wbatcvcr  JnekBon*s  views  as  a  private  individual  might 
liare  been,  afi  pre&idont  he  sboitld  have  lookc<l  on  the  charter 

'"'HuK  power,  if  oonidtDtloaal  Kb  all.  isonljroonstjtatiatial  tnthc^anilj 
of  tcagitm.  AiiywhoM  »1m,  its  oiereiae  would  be  plain  usarpation.  If, 
tlMD.  Um  aotboritj  to  decide  what  powera  ouzht  to  bo  KnuLed  to  abitnk 
btloog  to  eongioil,  and  ootigieH  tball  bare  excrciaed  that  power,  it  would 
Mcm  litUd  betler  thim  aWin]  to  toy  that  iU  act,  ncvcrtbclcis,  would  Lm 
VDConttilutioiia]  and  invalid,  if,  in  the  opinion  ol  uUiinl  party,  it  had  mis- 
jodfccd,  on  a  queation  of  otpoiitncj,  in  liu)  imungemwt  of  dctjuli.  Ac- 
oonlinnto  radi  a  tootle  of  r«ftiotuii|i,  a  miataJie  in  the  exeraw  of  juriidic* 
tiOQ  lakes  away  tKc  jorodictiaD.  If  oongreu  dradu  right,  itadddaoainay 
ituod ;  if  it  deddo  wmng,  its  deciaioD  is  nagutocT ;  and  wliethex  it*  dL-cuioa 
U  right  or  WKui;,  oaotbar  ia  to  juds#,  atUiauirb  Ifaa  originid  pcwn-  oC 
naUiw  the  decwoo  aaat  ba  allowed  to  be  ezcIuaiTcly  in  ooagn**.  Hue 
ii  the  end  to  wlitcfa  th«  anratnent  of  the  menace  will  conduct  itn  follow* 
m."    WetMt'iWoi]B,lU.p.i38. 


AS    jA0KBox*8  jJonmrnTUAnta  — axukx^tion  or  tkxas. 

>f  the  bimk  nat  oul^  as  u  binding,  but  also  as  aconstituUoaal 
law.  Vrlicii  a  law  ha»  cuiue  into  exiatunce  in  a  coiutitu- 
iJunal  maimer,  the  constitution  knows  of  only  one  auLltorily, 
the  jiidtclul,  wLicli  may  declare  it  uncoustitutttHial.  But 
Jackson — ais  president,  whoew  liighest  dnt^  the  conetitn- 
lion  makes  il  to  "  fctke  cai*e  tliat  tlie  laws  be  fajilifiillj  ei- 
ecnted  "  —  not  only  olaimod  the  right  to  deuy  the  oonstitu- 
tionality  and  force  of  a  law,  in  the  nbscnoe  of  »ach  a  decision 
fay  a  federal  court,  and  to  make  tlii»  hie  conriction  the  luo- 
ttve  of  ofDcial  action;  but  he  did  so  in  tlie  face  of  an  express 
decision  of  the  supreme  court.  He,  indeed,  would  not  allow 
that  the  decision  in  tho  case  of  McCulloch  v.  Stata  ^f 
Maryland  covered  the  whole  quet^tion,  bccaiiMi  tlte  court 
Iiad  declared  only  that  tlie  establishmeuC  of  a  l^nk  was  con- 
stitutiuiinl,  but  not  that  all  tho  provisions  of  the  clmrter  of 
that  bank  were  constitutional.  But  thu  oonrt  hud,  nt  tlie 
ennio  time,  declared  that  it  wa&  authorized  to  pass  judgment 
only  on  the  first  question,  for  tlie  reason  tliat  the  constitution 
gave  full  diiicretion  to  ttie  lej^islator  in  relation  to  tho  second; ' 
but  the  legislator  i£  congress,  aod  not  oongrcas  and  the  pres- 
ident.' 

t "  But  where  tho  lav  ia  not  prohibited  pijr  the  ooutitutian],  and  ia  n- 
dl7  calculated  to  aflccL  onj  oC  tbo  otgects  intmst«J  to  Ui«  gOTMnuiojit,  f« 
tmtkitake  here  to  inqLiini  into  tliv  dcjcRW  dl  ita  ncoenitji  woald  be  to  pan 
tho  line  vhich  ctrcumtoibca  the  jailijual  department,  and  Ui  tn>ad  on  log' 
ttlativc  ground,"    AVbeaton'ii  Ecp-  tV.  p.  \%\;  Curtis.  IV.  p.  431. 

*  'I'ha  liut  Kentenco  ix  iwt  to  be  (oand  in  the  deciition  ol  iho  ta|iNBi«  court, 
but  is  an  opinion  put  fon-aid  bj  myself.  So  far  as  I  know,  tlie  saproms 
court  has  Berer  bad  an  opportunity  to  gire  an  opinion  on  this  point.  Bot 
it  i*  appareotfniii  the  cou»e  o(  the  arguinontia  the  matter  of  McCullnch 
V.  Sliile  of  SlairluKK  that  ths  ootut.  considoiiDf  tho  discre^on  whicJi  it 
iuctib«i  to  ooa«Ra»,  looked  upon  it  aa  the  solo  poaaesMt  oE  Uie  Icgialatin 
initialiv'u.  Thns,  for  Instance,  we  ivail:  "  To  hare  docluvd  Ihnt  the  bat 
meuu  Bfaall  not  be  uied,  but  thoie  akxia  witlicnil  which  ibe  power  siven 
wwld  bo  nugatory,  would  have  bc«a  to  depcivo  tho  legislature  of  tiie  ca- 
^dcitjr  to  avail  itweU  of  experience,  to  exemaa  its  lujuon,  and  lo  ucommo- 
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But  Jackifon  went  evcu  a  stc|,)  farther.  He  denied  entirely 
tki  compettmcjr  of  the  court  to  gue  a  binding  iuterpretsition 
of  the  ooujflitutioa  lu  audi  questions.  In  the  veto-ineBsage, 
he  8aj»:  "Each  piiLHc  otlioer  who  lakes  an  oath  to  support 
the  ooQStJtutioD,  swears  tliat  he  will  support  it  as  Iio  tinder- 
etandi  it,  and  nut  as  it  i»  nndcretood  bj  others."  Tbia  waa 
unquesUonahly  correct  io  relation  to  opoii  questions,  but  it 
was  just  oe  nnqueatioimbly  iucorroct  in  relation  to  questions 
which  were  no  Imigor  ojicti,  (»ecanHQ  tlio  authority  eslablished 
by  the  conetitutjon  to  give  a  finul  di-crision  Imd  already  de- 
cided them.  If  the  constitution  does  not  make  it  the  duly 
of  the  ftHiem!  exeemive  and  thw  federal  legislative  jtowent 
to  recognize  tlie  juJgmeut  of  the  federal  eupreme  court  as 
final  in  oonntitntional  quefitione^  then  there  is  no  constitu- 
tiunal  hiw  of  the  Union;  and  the  fundamental  ideaoa  which 
tliis  eonsititntional  »tiite  rests  in,  that  it  should  not  lie  an  UD- 
arbitr&rv  law-res|»cting  Btate  (Rscltisstaat)^  the  law  denicR 
itaeir.  AccordinjT  to  tht.4,  (he  Biipreiue  court  of  the  TTnion 
lias  its  own  constitutional  law;  each  president  hii?  own ;  cncti 
new  majority  io  congress  its  own;  and  the  pulilic  law  of 
the  Union  is  in  principle  the  chaofi  of  law,  and  the  decieioo 
of  a  qnestion  of  Inw  lies  outeide  the  realm  of  possibility. 

In  a  congreflp,  in  which  men  veraed  in  the  law  like  Daniel 
'Wobeter  sat,  these  obvious  couscqiicncos  of  Jaclcson's  coostitu- 
lionnl  doGtrinoe  mtist  have  been  dnnivu  with  great  acuteoeas.' 
But  the  reto-meesage  contained  one  paragraph  which  made 
'the  masses  stupid  and  deaf  even  to  the  dearest  reasoning 

date  til  bguUtioD  \a  circuinKtaiioGti.  ...  As  Uttls  cno  it  b@  requind 
to  prorv.  that  ia  Um  obteDoe  of  this  dftuM  consrcm  wnuM  hare  vome 
dudoa  o(  niMLBt.  Tbitt  it  mlglit  omploy  (hose  whicli,  in  its  jod^meat. 
wonU  mMt  adnutatrooculjr  eSt<A  Uie  olijectto  be  accompHftheil."  Jstck- 
therefoce.  wu  by  do  moan  sutborixul  to  n&y:  "  VnAi^r  tlie  decuion 
Uu  mpmtM  ooait  it  ii  .tk6  ewiliuH«  proriooo  of  toagnu  and  the  pren- 
^tel  to  decide,"  etc 

r«Ut«-i  Woifc^  111,  pp.  433,  43L 
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and  to  tlu)  mo6t  improssiTo  wamingE.  Jackson  reckoned 
the  ohartcr  of  tbc  bank  luuuiig  ttic  laws  'wtiicti  graut  *'  ex- 
doaire  privilege  "  which  "  undertake  to  make  the  rich  richer 
tad.  thu  jM>teiit  more  jjuwerful,"  and  which,  tberofore,  (pre 
"the  humble Dieiubers of  eocietj,  the  famierB,  mecfaaoics  and 
laborenB,  who  liare  neither  the  time  nor  the  means  of  eecnr- 
log  such  favors,  a  riglit  to  complain  of  the  inju6tic«  of  th^ 
govenmieDt"  Wlten  clmrds  like  these  are  struck  onl/  bj 
the  hands  of  a  mere  demagogue,  danger  is  never  entire)/  ah- 
lent  If  struck  hy  a  real  man  of  the  people,  vritli  all  the 
merger  of  conviction  of  a  narrow-minded  man  with  absolnts 
faith  in  himeclf,  a  powerful  echo  is  alwajs  certain  to  follow. 
The  leaden  of  the  opposition  so  tittle  understood  the 
mainon  that  tliey  hailed  the  veto  with  joj,  and  endeavored 
to  cdrcnl&ta  the  message  as  widely  as  possible^  Jast  aa  tha 
continental  congrose  had  once  done  with  the  proclamation  of 
North's  miniatrj'.*  The  jojr  of  the  nilmintHtration  party  was, 
with  good  reason,  nnlimitod;  the  veto-mossege  made  Jack* 
aon  master  of  the  Union  for  as  long  a  time  as  be  dt-stred  to 
be  such.'    Spite  of  all  tlie  terrors  of  the  cholera,  the  electoiml 

■BUdlt  1u»mU  writes  to  DaUaa  m  foUon:  "Tod  aak  what  li  tiw 
Sfleet  of  the  wto?  Uj  iiDpt«stoa  is,  that  it  »  woddng  aa  wnD  u  the 
biaodf  <4  lfa«  bank  and  «f  the  paitj  couM  dt»xc.  .  .  .  Aa  to  tfa«  vato- 
laiMmye.  I  am  deltfibted  with  it.  It  ha«  all  tli«  fni;  ot » timaeA  panther, 
bituR  tbo  ban  of  his  <ag«.  It  w  msUj  amsnlfWoot  aaanhr,  snc^M 
Uanfc  or  HalnniaiiB  initffat  bare  issu^  to  the  mob  of  tlw  Faabonzg  BL 
Antoiiiti  and  Wf  b^  i*.  tbnt  it  will  contnl'iiLe  to  lelieve  lbs  ooautlijr 
bom  the  dotnioioo  of  thMSaaaaable  people."  Pot.  Corrapt  of  H.  Clay, 
p.  341. 

'£d.LimgdoaimtaioDaUM,Aiig.ae,18a8:  "As  toth«meMB««. 
I  will  mt  *o  iix**  ^  it  than  tbat  no  part  of  U  b  nioa.  TUi  ii  a  gnut 
plsoa  of  KlMeaul,  GomidaiDft  the  extntrngaot  ayylatue  witli  which  it  baf 
bMSTSCsiTed.  .  .  .  Tberoan  atyntncotaiiittttataiiijigeinoasaWc 
■il^  plaiaiUr  sipcae,  and  I  am  ^ad  that  It  baa  eal7  bMo  olbbM  it  bf 
tta  editMi.  U  Uiia  omoett?  Or  what  caa  ba  Um  taaoa  of  tlui  Corbear- 
I?    J  dnadad  SB  uamediate  atlaidc.    Oar  fiieBd>  hara  loft  tw  tbaa  is 
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campnign  was  carritid  on  in  tbe  itiinimer  of  1832  vith  an 
i«uergy  and  CDtbuaiaem  never  liefore  eqitnlletl;  and  all  tlie 
-plaoed  speoclies  and   all   the   pauiphleta  in    armor  of 
opposition  were  complete!;  pon-erless  aj;^OBt  tlie  power 
fof  the  hic3torv  treei.    Jackson   received  two  hundred  and 
lineteeii  otectorJil  votee  against  forty-nius  for  Ctay.' 
In  vieir  of  Jackson's  character,  it  was  eelf-orident  that  the 
ifteqiicnce  of  this  hrilliant  victory,  whicli  surpassed  sU  ex- 
^iieDtatum  in  it«  hrilUaucy,  would  \m  followed  tiy  the  most 
mthkH  pro6ecutioQ  of  the  war  agaiiigt  the  hank.    Tlie  an- 
maesage  o£  Docomber  4,  1833,  eurprisod  conj^eee  hy 
reoammendation  to  convert  all  funded  property  which 
le  govenimeat  bad  iuvested  in  tbe  elocks  o!  oorporattons 
by  itaclf  or  by  the  several  states,  into  ready  money. 
fo  tliia  wag  added  a  bummons  to  cauee  an  investigation  to 
made  into  Lbe  cuudition  of  the  hank,  as  tliere  wertj  rumors 
in  circalfltioQ  which,  if  true,  gave  reason  to  fear  for  tb<» 
fe^  of  the  federal  deposits.'    This  tiumiuuus  was  all  tlie 
sDtiiriaiDg,  aiacc  the  koui>e  of  representatives  had 
Jy,  on  the  14th  of  March  of  the  same  ye-T,  appointed  a 
i>iiimitteo  of  iuveetigftUon,'  which,  although  composed  for 
liB  most  part  of  loeQ  oppo&od  to  the  renewal  of  tho  charter 
ji  tbe  bank,  had  made  an  ootirely  kvorable  report.    Jackson 
],  iudecd,  in  hia  veto-iuebeage,  decliu'ed.  the  action  of  this 
"coiumlttee  unNttieifactory  in  every  refipect.     But  the  pre- 
iptuous  boldness  of  this  aiieertion  did  rot  eiifKae  to  make 
render  itself  ridlcnlotm  by  ordering  another  Investi- 
,  ae  a  jH^tezt  for  which  tbe  president  had  not  adduced 


tiiaof;  off  ita  loroe,  bj  anlaaiiiBttas  tbe  pab!io  ojuiuoa.'*  Htintv  Life  of 
Bdw.  tinagitaa,  pp.  tTO,  871. 

'  ToRnont  had  grnn  iti  MtoB  voles  to  \7ijt,  and  Sootb  OuoUu  Its 
dnn  ifMm  to  John  TtoyA.    Deb.  of  Ocmgr.,  XU,  p.  16& 

'fltaknt-'allM.,  U.  p.  883. 

*  Deb.  of  Ccmifr.,  XI,  pp.  605. 633. 


JAOKSOS'S  ABimnaTEATIOS  —  AtnfBXATIOK  OV  ' 

eren  one  plausiblo  faol.  Tlie  lioiiec  resolved  on  iJie  2d  of 
Karcli,  1SU3,  by  one  liundrcd  and  nine  agniiist  fnrtv-sir 
votes,  iliat  the  deposits  '*  may  ...  be  safely  continued 
iu  tbc  Bank  of  the  United  States." ' 

Under  ordiimiy  ciroumBtanecs,  the  nnn.inal  majori^  by 
\r1iich  this  resolution  was  passed  wiiiiM  bare  been  consid- 
erod  dceJsive  of  the  matter.  Jacksou  never  considered  ele- 
ments of  this  iiatiirc  In  his  resolves.  IF  congrees  wished  tgfi 
oo5perate  with  liiui,  well  and  good;  If  not,  he  went  Ills  vrajr 
aloae  unconcerned. 

And  it  was  with  the  cabinet  as  with  oungre«s.  The  ma- 
jority uf  ihe  furiner  wanted  to  have  nothing  to  do  with,  tlie 
plan  eu>;gcsted  in  that  passage  of  the  tuinnal  message.  He- 
Lone  was  on  thig  account  traneEori'ed  from  the  department 
of  tiuaucQ  to  tlie  department  of  stale,  and  Diuiue  was  made 
BOaratary  of  the  treaeiiry  in  his  stead.  Jxclciion  ex]>ect«d  u 
more  cordial  coi))Jcratian  from  the  latter  because  ho  was  a 
dooided  opjionent  uf  the  ehurter  uf  tlte  bank.' 

On  tiic  fiist  of  June,  1833,  Dnane  entered  on  the  duties 
of  his  office,  and  as  early  as  the  third  of  Jnne  the  president 
jwrsonally  comnnmicuted  to  him  his  intentions  In  relation  to 
the  deposits.  Dtiane  immediately  replied  that  be  was  not 
ablo  to  share  tlio  president's  views,  and  proposed  that  either 
congress  sliould  be  called  upon  to  make  auutlicr  Investigation 


'IbM.,Xn,  p.191. 

*ThB  u  not  to  be  nnclecrtood  u  if  Dntao  had  t)««D  oomiiuttod  to  witli- 
d»T  the  doponts.  And  it  can,  jugt  m  little,  be  caid  witb  certain^,  w  it 
appeals  fiem  Parton'a  (Life  of  Andiev  Jaclaoo,  III.  p.  £06)  tvpmenla- 
ti«a,  tliiU  the  diuee  w*a  made  entin^  indepsodvoL);  of  tliii  quntion. 
PsrtOD  Bn>nb  to  the  fut  thit  tiM  sisQtiattaat  with  DasM  bad  been 
opcn«d  u  carl;  aa  DLVt-mbor,  1832.  Bat  the  flnt  demand  was  niad«  m 
tbedafon  wUcb  tbc  annual  message  «ru  dated.  JadoHahad,tlitnfor6, 
eectainly  almdy  anbcrtnined  the  tbonsbt  not  to  lears  tbe  dqioiiti  in  tlie 
bank,  aad  it  viU  wanelf  b«  claimed  that  be  lioped  ta  «Ua{B  Ibe  aamt  of 
Oat  coQgreM  lo  their  removal. 
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or  Uiat  recourse  sWnld  bo  bad  to  the  courts."    Jackson  re- 
eled both  tbeee  propoeiUou»  abtsolutcl/.    Here  tlie  matter 
itcd  nntil  the  end  of  the  tuonth.     On  the  firot  of  Jal/, 
Duane  received  a  proposition,  with  a  very  full  statement  ol 
roMQiis,  to  cauac  iuquirles  to  bo  miide,  through  an  ngeut,  oC 
^certain  Iianks,  whether  thejr  woidd  be  willing  to  take  the 
foJt'nil  du'jxisits  on  the  cooditiuns  already-  fixed,  in  every  dc- 
iil«  by  tlie  presidctit    A  more  preposterous  finaDcial  pro- 
[joct  lias  scarcely-  ever  cmiumtcd  from  the  head  of  a  govern- 
VmeiiL     Dnane,  too,  sent  a  written  answer,  discussing  ex- 
Miauiitivcljr  every  pertinent  question.     That  tlie  conclusions 
fie  drew  fell  on  deaf  eiira,  neeil  awircely  to  be  told  now.    Sev. 
letters  more  were  paiiscd  between  the  president  and  the 
crelary,  without  making  aiijr  impreBaion  on  either  side. 
he  practical  results  of  tlic  iirgdtiatioiie  were  confined  to  a 
Ejirrjniue  given  hy  Dnaue,  at  the  end  of  July,  to  hand  in  his 
licsiguatiou  in  case  he  could  come  to  no  understanding  with 
bthe  president,  aud  commiseioin'ng  Kendall  to  inform  himeelf 
t'what  kind  of  a  reception  the  eventual  execution  of  Jackson's 
[plan  would  meet  with  from  the  best  bankn. 

Kendall's  niiii^ion  wa-s,  in  Diianc's  opinion,  entirely  with. 
out  rosuU;  the  jiroeident's  bftiik-agency  plan  was  "  nnani- 
moualy  "  rejected,  and  the  banks  which  had  professwl  thein- 
setves  ready  to  uike  tlio  deposits  were  the  leaet  reliable.''  Jack- 
(uti,  however,  was  entirely  satisfied  with  the  report  of  the 
agent,  for  bis  resolve  was  already  taken.'     On  the  tenth  of 


'  Mr.  IhiAiip'e  Exiwsilloii.  NUe*,  XI.V.  p.  236. 

*  Even  Beaton  vnHaa:  "  Initead  of  a  competition  amon;  them  [tJM  looal 
bula]  to  obtain  tho  dcposts,  there  iras  boLdmg  oFr,  and  an  abaolu'te  n- 
haai  DO  tlie  pact  of  maay."  He  U  not  at  a  lots  for  an  explanation  tend- 
ing to  establisb  his  own  view  ol  thv  whole  niattcr.  "  It  Wju  Uic  icai  of 
Ok  Bonk  o*  tbe  Unit*d  Stato."    Thiity  Years'  View,  I,  p.  3S5. 

'Btatan  wntca:  "Data  «iKnpe(«nt  uiuaWrwcn  touid."  Coatidenag 
■be  enlMTUoe  miJa  wliich  li«  dcBcribca  this  "  heroic  deed  "  ut  JacJaoa'M, 
Boa  it  ngnificui 
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September  be  informed  the  cabinet  that  ho  dceirod  to  haro 
ft  day  Gxed,  dating  from  wbich  the  fnoda  of  the  govemmeut 
flhonid  be  no  longer  deposited  \i-ith  the  bonk.'  One  week 
later,  lie,  at  another  met-ting  of  the  cabinet,  heard  tbo  riuwa 
of  each  of  its  racmbcre  on  the  coramunication  of  the  tenth. 
On  the  foIloTring  day  (September  18'),  he,  oontraiy  to  tlie 
custom  hitherto,  communicated  his  own  riews  to  the  cabinet 
in  writing.  The  written  form  viis  not  chosen  because  of 
tlie  extraordinary  iniptirtnnce  of  the  qncBtion.  The  principal 
oddro&s  of  this  retnai-Uablti  document  ran  to  the  people  and 
not  to  the  cabinet ;  the  president  endeavored  to  obtain  a  vcr- 
diot  of  the  people  in  hie  favor,  in  a  mamier  unknown  to  tho 
oonstitution  and  the  laws,  before  judgment  could  be  passed 
upon  hie  mode  of  action  by  competent  authority. 

On  the  20tb  of  September,  after  Dnane  bud  mnde  known 
hlB  Inst  resolve  to  the  predideut,  the  Globe,  the  official  pa- 
per of  the  administration,  wrote  that  it  woa  authorized  to  say 
that  the  deposits  would  be  made  with  the  state  bonks,  instead 
of  with  tlic  United  States  Bank,  as  eooa  as  tlie  arrangi^meota 
ne««osary  to  that  end  had  been  made.'  Duane  bad  provioasly 
entered  hia  protest  against  this  ecml-officiol  announcement.* 
Beferriiig  to  thiu,  ho  wrote  to  the  president  ou  the  Slut  of 
Soptombdr  that  he  recalled  hia  over-haaty  promise,  and  that 

■  Tie  «me  interpntnllaB  ii  to  be  pat  on  the  "Kmo>nUofth«d«pQdla." 
Th0  mOB«j  ahcadr  dcporited  with  tbo  Innk  was  not  witlulmwn  bcm  it 
all  at  onoe,  but  ^rnidtiiillf ;  acoording  aa  tbe  aidual  wiuila  of  Ihtt  govOn* 
nMBt  deiuanded  it. 

■Benton  givcfl  Urn  23d  of  8<.>ptomher  (1,  c,  p.  ^i^.  It  waald  be  eneed- 
ingtf  svpriiiiag  if  thiA  vns  iM  mom  tbiui  a  typigniphical  mnr.  Benton 
hid  hii  linnit  m  drnp  in  tlie  builc  irune  fbot  he  know  wrj  well  the  Im- 
pottanoo  ol  dates  for  a  oocreet  UDdtntoadiDcr  of  Jocfaon'i  node  oF  urticni. 
Tlie  talm  date  Is  oortainljr  not  a  pudonable  (nor. 

•Kilei.XLV,p.237. 

*Lcttwo(tbel9tJ!iof  S«pbeaber.  Tha  eatiie  eotnipdDdonM  betweiB 
Urn  and  Jadoon  of  Sepbember  19  to  Septeidxr  tS,  li  pdnfeed  in  With 
ILT,  pp,  a7-23U. 
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ba  would  Dut  give  ap  his  posttlon  TolontAnlj,  for  the  reaaon 

I  that,  in  bU  opinion,  the  discretion  in  ttie  miitter  of  removing 
the  dcpoaitti  ruttod  witli  Liiu,  liud  that  lie  could  not.  {five  his 
BpproTal  to  it,     Jackaon  immediately  rutiimud  lUu  letter  to 
Skim  u  unbecoming^  curtly  rufubod  all  "  furtlier  di«ouseioa," 
and  asked  liim  for  a  decisive  answer  to  the  question,  wbetlier 
lie  wuuld  take  tlio  mcaisuree  wliicli  bo  (Jackson)  con&idered 
neoeesorj.    On  tbe  very  same  day,  Duano  sent  three  other 
Icttcra  to  tJio  prasident,  in  whidi  he,  while  more  minutely 
^^  elatxjnitiog  certain  [K>intS|  reitt^ratt.-*!  h\»  refusal  to  order  tho 
^■lemoval  of  the  deposits  or  to  resign,  willi  atill  greater  de- 
^Vtcrmination.     Whereupon  Jaoksoa  sent  him  his  diemtesid. 
^VOn  tho  very  same  day,  attorney  general  Taney  vras  nonu* 
natod  aecretary  of  the  treasury,  and  Ite  gave  the  order  do* 
sired  by  tho  pretiidcut  witliont  delay. 

iThus  matters  stood  when  congress  met  in  December.  On 
the  4th  of  that  muntli,  Taney,  in  accordance  untli  the  law, 
communicated  to  it  liis  reasons  for  tlie  order  he  bad  ^vcn.* 
IDs  statement  of  reasons  began  witli  aa  exlmuitivc  discoa* 
tioa  of  the  <^aistion  of  law,  although  the  argument  pro- 
tended tliat  the  raising  of  such  a  question  was  entirely 
.  inadmi)>«iblc.  By  the  opposing  aide,  it  was  rightly  conaid- 
^^  erci]  tlie  more  essential,  bccanse,  as  a  precedent,  it  roighb 
^H obtain  an  importance  which  might  extend  vastly  farther  thaa 
^Blbe  frightful  disturbances  which  the  economic  life  of  the 
'  ooantry  experienced  throngh  tlie  autocratic  action  of  tli« 
pmidenL 

The  critical  examination  of  the  legal  question  bad,  oC 
oooree,  to  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  April  10, 
1816,  which  had  created  the  bauk.  Sectiou  sixteen  of  tJiis 
kw  reads:  '*  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted,  that  the  deposits  of 
tba  money  of  the  United  States  in  places  in  which  the  ^id 
buk  and  branches  thereof  may  he  established,  ■hoU  be  mad* 

<Nilei,XLV.pp.X»8-SM. 
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Id  said  bank  or  brnoobes  thereof,  unless  the  eocratary  of  tbe 
treasury'  eball  nt  any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct;  in 
wliicli  cae«  tbe  sccretixr)'  of  the  trenaury  shall  iiQiuediately 
la;  before  congress,  if  in  &ei<dion,  and  if  not,  immcdiatfily 
after  the  commencement  uf  the  next  acwion,  the  reason  of 
FHcli  order  or  direction.'"  The  vrording  of  this  proririon 
was  unqticeiionablj  so  broad  that  the  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury could  be  accused  only  of  a  violation  of  its  spirit,  bat 
not  of  its  letter.  But  to  the  brood  wording  of  tho  ppon»- 
ioTi,  Tanoy  gave  so  broad  an  interpretation,  that,  accoi-diog 
to  it,  there  could  not  be,  under  any  ciroamatancee,  the  i»eai- 
bility  of  a  viohition  of  even  thu  spirit  of  the  hiw.  He  wns, 
indeed,  right,  reasoning  from  tho  intention  of  the  legislator, 
in  considering  that  tho  diecrction  of  tho  secretary  of  finance 
WAS  not  cuiifined  altogether  cxcluisivoly  bo  tho  coso  of  tho 
frant  of  ^EeLy  of  the  deposited  moneys,  a  want  of  safely 
vhich  was  not  even  pretended  now.  But  he  ccrtainlj  went 
too  far  in  the  other  dirvctioD  when  he  said:  "Ho  bns  the 
right  to  remove  tliom  [the  dcjxtsitd],  and  it  is  his  duty  to 
remove  them  \Yhenever  the  public  interest  or  convcnienca 
will  be  promoted  by  the  change."  Such  an  actual  '*  absolute  " 
discretion  wniild  Ijc  unexampled  in  tlio  entire  history  of 
federal  legietation.  In  this  way,  congress  wunld  Imvu  left  a 
matt«r  of  the  greatest  iinportjinoo  to  the  economic  life  of 
the  whole  people  completely  at  the  wiprico  of  an  oRicial,  in 
tho  nppointmcnt  of  "whom  only  one  of  tlie  two  houses  fiad 
any  direct  part.  Taney  did  not  say  that  ho  saw  nothing 
oxtraordinary  in  this  proceeding.  R:il.hor  did  he  hiinisclC 
declare:  "The  power  over  the  place  of  deposit  for  tho  pub- 
lic money  would  won)  properly  to  belong  to  Oic  Ic^slattire 
department  of  tho  government,  and  it  in  difficult  to  imagine 
why  tho  authority  to  witlidraw  it  from  this  bank  was  con- 
fided exclusively  to  the  executive."  This  confessed  difliculty, 
■  Stat  Bt  urn.  p.  374. 
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hovrcvor,  did  not  eug{^t  tn  him  to  go  liejoiid  Uic  tcttor  of 
til*  law  in  scjircli  of  its  spirit,  altWngli  lie  Itiiew  well  enough 
tliftt  ancli  search  vms,  uot  oiil^  in  politic^  but  iileo  ia  the 
cimrta,  a  proper  one,  frequentlj  ahsolatclj'  necesaary  and 
even  ducisivc'  And  he  did  not,  otlienvise,  adhere  too  te- 
naciously lo  ihe  letter  of  tlio  law.  Rather  did  he  feel  war- 
taiittxl  to  ^re  very  great  scope  to  political  considerations,  u 
soojie  entirely  unheard  of.  He  not  only  allowed  himself,  with 
lite  prcsideutjto  declare  difTcrent  pnjvlsions  of  the  bank  i&vr 
Unconstitutional,  but  he  defended  Iiia  order  for  tlio  rt^movul 
of  the  depo&itc,  in  part,  by  the  allegation  that  the  decision 
of  tiie  ''[H^uple"  ngainKt  the  ruiiewa!  of  the  charter  of  tJie 
tMUik  wild  to  be  read  in  tlie  re&nlt  of  the  presidential  election. 
But,  Ml  the  other  liand^  he  was  so  entangled  in  the  wording 
of  the  law,  tlutt  he  found  that  expressed  in  it  which  was  only 
his  own  arbitrary  deduction  from  it.  It  was  no  where  provided 
tliat  tlic  N-crutnry  of  tlio  treasury  should  "exclnsively"  pos* 
sees  the  right  to  remore  the  depoiiit^  And  he  wanted  the 
word  uuden>lood  in  \ti  moKt  exact  senm,  for  he,  with  tlio 
btrongvst  emplia^im  denied  coii^re^s  the  rigbt  to  order  the 
reiUDvol,  of  its  own  motion.  In  thia,  he  relied  on  this  other 
allegation,  tlat  the  liauk  law  was  a  *' oontnipt,"  and  that, 
tbeivforc,  congi-csa  could  uot,  without  breach  of  eontrsct, 
excrciisc  a  ri^tof  which  it  had  divested  itself  in  ftiTOrof 
the  secretary  of  finanee. 

Taney  was  too  thorough  a  jnrist  to  be  able  to  overlook 
'Several  other  principles  of  law  applicable  to  all  contracts  in 
general,  and  eepedully  to  contracts  of  this  nature,  were  It 

'Cbaaodlor  Kent  esty^:  "To  reach  and  our;  Vnni  intention  [of  the 
pirliM  to  Ibe  tutninwint]  into  oftect.  tli«  Iftw,  when  it  becoraet  necenaiy, 
irffl oanlnl  <:ko  tlie  lite»l  turoual  lb«oo»tracl,  if  Uiq;  auiniSestl;  OOD- 
Itarams  ibe  putpote;  and  tastaj  caaea  aro  given  in  the  Itookn,  m  irhich  the 
iJain  intwt  baa  f(«VBiled  over  the  ttnct  letter  of  the  contiiiot.*'  Comm., 
U,  p.  745.  "  tn  oonTtatibus  oaoitniiaitiuai  voluntat«ia  iiotiiu,  quou 
,  ipecUri  pUcoH." 
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not  thtti  he  (rented  the  qacstioti  as  a  politician,  nnd  did  not 
weigh  it  with  jnndicial  objectiritjr.  To  the  oontractaoll 
belong  ipnojurn  the  rights  whicli  are  agreed  to  Id  the  oon- 
tract  far  thetr  agenta,  unleaa  It  exprecely  p«i>vEdea  otherwinu' 
But  the  contractaiibs  were  the  bonk  and  the  Federal  goven]< 
nienl,  \rhiIo  tlic  Mcrctarj  of  the  ttmtmj  wait  onljr  the  agent 
o{  the  Federal  goremment,  and  eepeciallj  of  oongrew. 
How  would  it  liflire  t>een  if  it  had  pleased  oiiigreu  entirely 
to  aboli%h  the  otHce  of  secretary  oi  the  treoeury  for  tho 
t^renty  years  for  whicli  the  charter  of  tlia  banic  had  boon 
panted,  and  to  transfer  its- duties  to  any  other  officerl 
Would  it,  perchance,  have  lost  the  right  to  do  this  by  that 
clause  of  the  bank  law?  Or  conld  not  the  deposit*  in  6Qch 
caw  have  been  removed  from  the  bank  niider  any  ciroum- 
ttancea?  If  the  bank  law  was  really  a  contract  which  thas 
absolutely  bound  ooogress,  and  if  oongreas  was  In  the  pofii> 
tioa  of  a  contracting  party  simply,  the  Inuik  might,  indeed, 
object  to  being  made  the  further  object  of  l^slattve  action 
without  ita  consent,  lint  this  congress  had  done  in  1819,' 
the  president  had  sanctioned  tlie  bill,  nnd  neither  the  bank 
nor  any  one  aloe  iaterpoeed  tho  slightest  objection. 

TToqaeetionably,  t]m  bank  law  wa«,  in  a  certain  eensc,  a 
contract;  bnt  the  bank  and  congress  were  not  on  an  equal 
footing  as  to  n'glits.  Even  if  congress  had  assnmol  certain 
obligationH  by  whicli  it  was  legally  bonud  toward  tbts  bHok, 
in  oonniderBtlon  of  certain  services,  it  did  not  cease  on  that 
account  to  be  the  legislative  power  of  the  country,  even,  in 
relation  to  the  Imnk.  The  latter  could  not,  withont  a  gross 
viulatiuu  of  duty  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  place  itself,  like  a 
private  jwrsoD,  completely  under  the  protection  of  the  oourta; 


I 


■'"ntpowsrfiC  nroeatfam  i>  iooidgot  (o  all  ageoor,  imlan  in < 
teriiM,byUMlastriin<Btai!atiiicit«adiiFiaratpniTuioQi>iBad8.''    Ckf*» 

8p..  11,  p.  an. 

*Stat.ftt  U,  UI.p.Me. 
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since  tbeso,  in  a  great  many  suppossble  cases,  might  not  be 
able  to  gnnrd  the  intcreits  of  the  government  or  of  the 
country,  although  they  might  docla.re  the  chnrter  forfeited 
Tor  misQser.*  Wua  it  00  irapos&ible  tlint  the  Iwuk  should  fall 
into  bad  hands  and  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  should 
not  have  nndorbanded  dealings  with  itt  Or  vnts  congress 
tied  completely  hand  and  foot  by  that  provt&iou  of  the  lairf ' 

_***ApriTnt«  oorpomtion  created  br  the  le^slotaro  may  losetU  fraa- 
I  by  K  Riirouv  at  a  notiiuprof  them;  and  tfaey  mnjr  be  reamned  by 
fcnuDoit  antler  11  jmlidiU  judgment  upon  n  quo  uarraiUa  to  osccr- 
I  sad  cafiroe  the  forfDiture. "  Tenet  v.  Taylor.  Cranch's  R«p..  Tt,  p. 
r?  Cditis,  III.  ^  358. 
*  On  this  pmat  my  opinion  A\S&a  ■omewbtt  from  that  of  Storj-.  Qb 
writa:  "  I  A^ree  with  him  (Tiiney)  that  congn«  oonid  nob  remate  Ills 
di!porib  without  bti  oannent;  but  I  tliiuk  thcjr  maj  rcqutra  thera  to  be  re* 
(tond  witboot  hia  conaant.  Thejr  may  preveut  kia  acting;  in  &kvor  dt 
Oxm^Tct,  bet  tiwy  caanot  act  agmnit  the  bank  witboat  his  conaent,  and 
tkroufita  UiD."  (Ufe  sn'l  Lettsre  of  J.Stoiy.II,  p.  l.'tT.}  It  cannot  ba 
.  Uiat,  aceordiBg  to  th«  wuctitutional  law  of  tbc  Um»a,  the  cbai- 
!  the  bank  was  a  contract.  Thu  fedoral  mpcvuia  court  hoii  (IwidiNl  in 
I  ol  Dartmouth  Coll*ge  p.  Woodward  (Whcaton'*  Bcp..  IV.  p.  5l8i 
■,  IV,  p.  M3  iF.),  aad  in  the  caae  of  the  Binghampton  Briil^e  (Wal> 
Im'k  Rep.,  m.  p.  74),  tbatactiirf  inoarpomtion  nro  contracts  betwwaa 
Itete,  and  IbeicCore,  in  a  amcfponding  can;,  butwecs  tlw  gomnuaont  ol 
Ibe  t'nioc  and  tiiti  itockboldmrH.  And  In  the  tsue  of  Proridenoe  Bank  «. 
Bainca  (P«tm'  R«p..  IT,  p.  514;  Cartis,  IX,  p.  171  ti:),  itkia  been  Bp»> 
fially  decided  tbat  an  act  iDCorponithiff  a  bank  i>  a  contract  It  doe>  not, 
kowerer,  Mem  to  bo  by  any  ncona  beyond  doubt  that,  at  Sloty  ofj^tjmett  in 
^,lfaB  ciM  before  n,  **botbpairtSeBbamnadBhis[UieaecrDbir}'  of  finance's] 
toau»  faderii,  and  that  he  wat  the  tpecial  agfmt  *>'1''Cti'd  by 
iai."  In  mj  opinion,  Ibe  wordinz  of  the  bank  law  iloea  not  at 
l31  exdadi}  tfae  ooostiuctuni  that  CDBfcma.  onlr  for  reaaoni  of  expedieniry 
4  a  buinma  natnre,  (iBnsfni«d  in  a  heutty-liks  mnnner  to  tho  secretary 
ft  finauoe  Um  imtalivn  in  tho  exenuM  ol  a  ntcht,  but  that  tlie  mo«t  mats* 
rial  ot(j«ct  it  bad  in  view  in  taking  thin  dauw  into  the  bank  act  was  to 
nterve  this  right  to  ttaclf  in  onU^  b>  protiict  xnfuly  th^  inteneb  of  the 
ibbe.  I  tbentore  oonsiJer  it  wronf ,  aim.  when  Story  Vtitit  oi)roses  aa 
stKon  of  the  ssoratary  of  the  trsanuy  in  tanr  of  oongnai  to  on  aotioa 
Ignoat  the  hank.  'Hiu  F'jdcrul  p^Tcmnnsnt  is  a  port;  to  the  contract 
;  nngrasi  is  not  a  jKUiy  with  an  intenwl  of  its  own  like  the  bank.    Is 
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Or  was  tho  eolo  protectioD  of  the  couatr^r  to  ^  the  liopo  tliat 
the  preaiiieut  woulJ  ditsmtiis  Uio  Eocretarjrof  thetrcaaar^t 
Not  congress  bnt  tho  government  of  blie  tliiioD  was  a  par^ 

idatioa  to  ititcrceti,  tho  b«&fa  u  opposed  totbe  «tat«,  m  vbiM  ageai  uoa- 
gioB  it  ta  be  looluxl  upon. 

Story  writes  comoetniaff  ttio  pritudpls  fist  uMsted  and  tlw  noct  Mnn- 
tial:  " IVlitieallr,  I  Uimk  the  churtet  niiuiifetUf  contemplated,  uid  kp 
vua  imiI(.'ntMxi  bjr  all  partiM,  that  the  dejiouta  ahould  not  tw  vitbdnwn 
by  ih»  sccntuj,  ezaept  fof  bigb  and  imporioat  emmiu  of  abUc  upon  na- 
ezpecled  emefgoidiw,  anil  quo  wlicre  the  action  of  oongreM  oouUl  not  be 
obtained  until  after  it  mu  ncceuai;  to  ftct."  (Life  and  Letien  oE  J. 
8toiT,  11.  p.  154.)  What  can  be  Ibe  aaUm  of  the  acdon  of  coagraM  hti* 
nfnnd  to  1^  Story,  fitncehecooaidenitiieGenuj  leadberadoeelrtothe 
wording  of  the  lut,  and  ainw  tb«  act  speaks  oidy  o(  an  aoiioQ  at  tho  eeo- 
ntaiy  of  finanoo  in  idation  to  the  depodta?  But  he  adiuiu  furtliu: 
"  CongreM  nutjr  orrtoinl;  rop^ol  or  modi^  his  [the  ttayAAiy  at  thetmoa- 
ai7'*]gcnenJpoirera."  Towliom.the».dicltlunfrhtti>eXCTd«athttp(nKr 
wbioliwaarasorved  mtfa«  iatenst  of  the  Btatfl,baIoiig  in  ca*ethi>  office  «m 
obolisbod?  TbaBupreniecourtbaidcclanH].uithoca«aof  Uu)  binghamp- 
ton  Bridt^  (lytio;  VVaUaod'a  tUp.,  Ill,  p.  76);  "  Cbut«R  are  to  be  oon- 
bUucU  luwt  biTDrab^  to  the  ■talu,  and  (that)  ia  RiuiitA  by  tbo  public 
nothing  pamu  hj  implication.  .  .  .  Die  pdndple  ii  Uui:  that  all 
li^ta  which  an  aiMirtad  agunrt  the  state  mud  be  dearlj  defined,  and 
nobroianl  bjr  inference  or  pnauiQptioo;  and  if  bhecbortcciaiilicntaboata 
power,  it  doct  not  uxieU  lf>  oo  a  fair  rvsuling  of  the  Lutzumeat,  nuooor- 
Hit  doobts  arise  as  to  the  propor  intdpntation  to  be  given  to  it,  Ukm 
donbts  oie  to  be  eolved  in  feror  of  tli«  stoto;  uid  whffiv  it  ut  RUMSptibla  of 
two  meauing»i  the  one  renlricting  and  the  other  extending  Ihv  powenoC 
tba  corporation,  that  ooiutiucLion  ii  to  be  adopted  which  woria  the  Isoit 
bnna  to  the  ttate."  The  geneial  pnudple  on  which  thii  judgment  il 
bawd  wenax  to  me  to  bu  npplit-able  to  thii  cue  aUo.  On  what  mKmaitla 
giwmd  fliooli  the  grant  of  a  right  bj  which  the  itate  is  pr^udiood,  and 
the  renuodntton  of  a  right  enontial  to  the  guarding  of  the  intemlR  of  tiu 
•tele,  be  judged  differently?  Whether  the  renunciation  ia  made  direnHIy 
asiegaidatbe  eorpoationor  icdirecUj  in  the  fcini  of  a  delegation  of  th« 
agUtoaiiagentoommontoboth  partiee,  can  malcano  difierenoe.  Inntf 
opiBon,  Bcoocdiog  to  the  interpretation  bid  down  ht  the  can*  cited,  tb« 
natter  atood  in  mch  a  wajr  Ihal^  under  ordinarr  diroiniataneea,  the  tniUa- 
tireintfaeieniOTalof  the  d«<[>o«itii  belonged  to  the  wcretar;  of  Ibii  tKacaiy 
ak>n«:  bob  congim  not  onlj  bad  a  tight  to  order  their  rostotation,  but 
might,  when  ottuorduiaiy  dicoinatanon  reqnimd  H.  order  thtti  i«iiionU 
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itoUio  contract  Congress  wae  tho  legal  origiimtor  of  iU 
Frcio)  cougrcss  the  secretary-  of  tlio  trcasiir/  had  received  all 
Iho  powers  which  iMlongcd  to  him  in  tho  iimttcr.  But  iE 
it  was,  notwithstanding,  the  iDteation  of  the  l^islatnre  to 
dtrodt  ititclf  of  tlic  right  to  the  power  of  protecting  the  in- 
terest  and  rights  of  tlie  ooiintty  ngainst  the  ahu^c  of  this 
authoritj,  wc  cannot  nltt>gtithcr  iindvn<t«nil  whj  the  eea«- 
tary  of  the  trca8Ui7  was  retjnired  to  give  hia  reasons  for 
thu  retnoval  of  the  dopotiits,  and  Hue  aa  Mtoii  afi  ho  cniild  send 
any  information  whatever  to  congress.     If  Tane^-'s  constrno- 

i  tlon  were  right,  then  congress  had  desired  oa\y  to  insare  to 

■itself,  hy  this  provision,  thu  gnitificatioii of  an  idlo  curiosity. 
"SVliat  ^ood  reason  could  the  law  have  for  providing  that  the 
public  moneys  "ahould  "  be  deposited  in  the  hank,  if,  in  its 
(lisign,  it  WAS  the  duty  of  tim  scci-otary  of  the  ti-eiisnrj  to 
remove  the  depoalt*  when,  by  hi*  so  doing,  at  any  moment, 
he  intght  promote  the  pohlic  interest,  in  any  respecter  "  any 

!  degree,"  althongh  tlio  bank  was  "perfectly  Rolvent.,"  and 
itlifnt  in  the  ]>erforniaace  of  its  duties!**  If,  'm  other 
la,  it  were  the  intention  of  congress  to  make  it  tlieduty 
llie  Kcretary  of  tliu  treasury,  in  depositing  tlio  public 

^moneyjs  to  consult  only  hi»  views  ni>  to  what  the  public  in- 

,  teresL  for  tlic  lime  buing  deiniuidud,  it  was  guilty  of  a  con- 
teinptible  frandtilent  deception  of  the  bank,  inasmuch  aa  it 
expreMcd  sncli  intention  in  a  form  which  induced  the  Imnk 
md  the  whole  country  to  l)elieve,  that  it  was  obligatory  to 

l-depoelt  the  public  moneys  with  it,  unleiw  extraordinary  cir- 
cnmetanccs,  or  circiimstanceo  which  conld  not  have  been  fore- 
teen,  made  aorae  other  disposition  of  them  necessary.    Tliiu 

of  iti  own  motion,  in  case  it  wu  oonnflcml  certain  that  the  tecntary  of 
the  Ireuury  would  not  inakn  uw  of  hi»  powi'r.  State  reoAbiu  alMotutel; 
dcmuKlcd  that  coarma  shonld  Imrp  Diis  H^it,  and  that  the  ■nanHxtg  6t 
Ifaat  cI&oM  of  the  bank  law  admitted  a  dtR^ront  fnt«r]iretatian  is  in<nn- 
lotahlc.  The  only  convct  ti)t«rpr«tation,  Uierafow,  was  tUu  cue  whldi 
mcDItiiixed  thia  light  in  coagnai. 


tbo  priv'ilGjfo  of  the  bank  in  relatioo  to  the  public  moneys 
waa  rodnwd  to  this,  that  tJiey  eliould  be  deiMwiteil  with  it 
whenever  the  secretary  of  the  treaanry  should  consider  it 
best  timt  they  ehoald  be  »o  deposited.  But  where  is  the 
moiued  eorpomtion  which,  in  consideration  o£  ench  a  "  privi- 
lege," of  mich  a  "moiioiwly,"  would  have  iiadcrtakeii  the 
obligations  imposed  on  tbe  bank  in  its  cbarteri 

Tliis  abeolate  denial  of  acontro!  by  congre&s  and  of  a  legally 
limited  power,  iQ  relatioo  to  the  removal  of  the  deposits, 
found  its  full  meaning  iu  tlie  control  to  which  Xaaey  do- 
dared  himaelf  subject.  He  writes:  "And  as  tlie  secretary 
of  the  treasury  presides  over  one  oC  the  cxcoutivo  depart- 
meats  of  tlie  government,  and  his  power  over  this  subject 
fornu  a  part  of  the  executive  duties  of  his  office,  the  maiiDer 
in  whidi  it  ia  exereiaed  muut  be  subject  to  the  tupervlsioa 
of  the  olBcor  to  whom  the  constitution  h&&  coutided  the 
whole  executive  power,  and  has  required  to  take  care  that 
the  laws  bo  faithfully  executed."  The  person  who,  in  oon- 
tradictimiof  hie  own  views  of  the  requircuicnta  of  a  rational 
legislative  policy,  held  with  suoh  atubboni  consistency  to  the 
letter,  was  certainly  got  warranted  in  making,  at  the  same 
time,  the  deductions  of  bis  audacious  logic,  frora  what  he 
was  pleased  to  consider  tlie  spirit  of  the  constitution,  the 
legal  rule  of  his  action.  That  the  powers  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  in  relation  to  the  bank,  beIonge<l  to  the  "  ex- 
ecutive dutiee "  of  hi&  office,  was  not  provided  by  the  bank 
lav;  and  just  as  little  did  it  provide  tor  the  right  of  saper- 
vitlen  by  the  ppesideot  Tliie  could,  under  the  supposition 
of  the  oorreetneei  (d  the  first  allegation,  be  deduced  only 
from  the  broader  allegation,  that  the  constitution  had  con- 
fided the  entire  executive  power  to  the  president  Bat 
tiu4i  however,  is  not  predicated  of  him  in  the  constitntioo. 
0*  1^  oostraiy,  it  givee  the  «eoate  s  part  in  some  of  the 
mMt  esficntial  of  the  executive  priril^es.    But  oven  if  the 
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titiition  bad  befttowefl  all  execntiTO  authority  on  the  pros- 
it, it  could  evidently  only  racaiif  all  the  executire  powers 
panted  by  tJiO  gonstttution,  but  not  all  authority  -which 
thonld,  according  to  any  political  theory  wh&tovor,  or  iwcord- 
ii^  to  the  views  of  any  person  whatc\-cr,  lictong  to  the  high- 
est pofisesMr  of  the  osccntivo  power.  But  the  oonstitutioD 
iu  DotiuDg  to  say  ol  a  riglit  or  of  a  duty  of  the  president 
to  enpervise  or  control  the  heads  of  departments  in  tlie  eior- 
ds©  o(  the  rigtite  granted  them  by  law,  or  of  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  them.  Snoh  a  right  or  sucdi  a  duty  could  be 
laferred  from  the  ehiuae,  **  to  take  care  tliat  the  Jaws  be  faith- 
fully execated,"  only  by  dograding  the  eonetitutioii  and  mak- 
ing it  a  deception  and  a  blind.  That  clause  '*  means  noth- 
ing more  and  aothiug  loss  than  this,  that  if  resiatanee  is 
made  to  the  laws,  he  shall  take  care  that  re«ietaDco  shall 
OBSSe." '  If  it  were  made  the  duty  of  the  president  to  enforce 
the  execution  of  the  laws  by  all  the  moane  at  his  disposal,  in 
the  MQse  in  which  he  nndorstood  tbom,  the  republic  was 
tnrood  over,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  one  man. 

In  opposition  to  this  general  clause  touching  the  duties  of 
the  preeidcnt,  there  is  another  much  more  strictly  formo- 
tated,  from  which  it  is  entirely  clear  how  far  the  control  of 
the  president  over  tlie  official  action  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
Duoita  or  of  any  other  executive  or  administrative  officer  es- 
teadtt.  Axt  I,  ecc  8,  par.  18,  rends:  Congress  shall  hare 
power  **  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  atid  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
ether  powers  vested  by  this  constitution  in  the  government 
of  the  United  State^  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof." 
Hence,  the  oonstitntion  refers  the  president  entirely  and 
completely  to  the  laws,  girw  eongresa  alone  the  right  "to 
make"  laws,  and  the  president  only  a  qualitative  veto. 

Ho  kw  ^wiied  the  preaidaot  a  right  of  control  over  all 
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official  action  of  the  heads  of  depftrtraents,  ami  the  clans*  in 
question  of  the  bank  Inw  did  not  mention  the  president. 
But  the  supreme  eonrt  Itad,  indeed,  thirty  veara  hefor^ 
reci>i;iiized  tho  right  in  congress'  to  impoeo  duties  bvlaw  on 
the  heads  of  departmente,  in  relation  to  which  the  jiresident 
had  no  "  constitiitionnl  or  1ogi;l  diecrotion,"  and  in  relation 
to  which  tlioir  acts,  not  "his  acts,"  were  not  only  Fuhject  to 
political  criticism  bat  to  jndicial  docroe. 

Tho  heads  of  departments  are  not  such  detarmining  ele- 
ments in  ttie  govern mcntnl  orgimism  of  the  Union,  that  thtur 
views  on  qne?rion9  of  public  I»w  which  involve  import&Dt 
principlcfi  can  exerci^  clirongh  their  ofUce,  a  decisive  infla- 
enoe.  Tane/s  Justifloation  of  tlie  order  of  the  SCtli  of  Sep- 
tember would  not,  therefore,  deserve  &o  a^lianstive  n.  review, 
if  it  contaiued  oidy  hts  views,  and  if  it  could  bo  considered 

'" I)r the  cooclituUoit  of  the  United  Staks,  iha  ptreoident  is InrMted 
with,  oatain  imi>oifaiit  political  pown.  in  tlm  ozeidse  of  which  be  m  to 
an  hi)  own  dbaetdoni  nod  is  aooouatable  only  to  bis  waidiy  in  fail  poUl- 
ioal  diaractw.  and  to  liii  owncoM^ooe.  To  aid  him  in  tbo  peifDnoaacs 
of  tbCM  dutiea,  be  i*  autfaonxd  to  t^ioiDt  cert*in  «£oen,  irbo  act  by  hii 
taiiumij  and  in  amfoooitf  with  Ills  otders. 

"  In  meh  cum  tbiiir  acts  ore  iaa  aelat  and  irhftt4<T«r  opinion  ma;  t>«  en- 
totunod  of  tho  maimer  ta  wliicb  eiecntivo  dJacn^lion  autj  be  mcd,  atill 
there  axiala,  and  can  tsiet,  no  power  to  ronUol  (hat  discretion.  Tke  nib- 
ject*  an  pcbticut.  llioj-  reapCct  Uic  nation,  not  indiTtdual  lights,  and  be- 
ing  iatnuted  to  tho  oxocotire,  the  <l«ciuan  of  the  eucatiTO  it  ooDcImiTC. 
The  application  of  thii  Totnark  will  be  peroeiwd  \if  advettins  to  the  aet «( 
oon^nw  for  ealiiklishlDg  the  department  of  fcragnaSUn.  Tkiaofficer.a) 
Ui  dulici  wen  proBaribod  bj  that  act  (0*  1*  to  eoaform  pn^ciwlr  to  the 
will  of  the  pteiideaL  Ue  is  the  mere  organ  lij  wbom  thai  will  iacoionia- 
niaited.  The  ads  of  sudi  an  officer,  aa  an  ofBoer,  can  nerei  be  examia- 
ftbl*  br  the  eoorta. 

"  But  when  tlie  lenMatore  proooeda  to  unpoee  on  that  offloct  other  da- 
tiesi  when  he  b  diieoted  paeniptoiily  to  perform oectain  ads;  when  the 
rigfati  (A  indiriduals  ais  dopendant  on  the  pedonaanee  of  thoae  acta,  he  ii 
io  Ear  the  offioer  o[  the  law;  it  amaoatile  to  the  laws  for  hh  conduct;  and 
owDol  at  fail  discnutiou  sport  away  the  rested  rigbta  of  otben."  Uaibujr 
p.  UadiKin,  Ciaach'i  Itcp.,  1,  pp.  166.  IM;  Cm^,  1,  p.  830. 


I 
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that  the  order  really  cmaaatod  from  him.  *'  I  want  to  know 
not  the  clerk  who  roaked  Um  writing,  hut  tlie  individiiahwho 
dictates,**  said  Clay.  Taiiey  was  uot  a  jiliant  tool  nor  one  Uiat 
acted  through  wlGsh  motivca,  in  the  hnn<U  of  Jnck&on,  as 
party  Bpirit  then  and  for  a  long  time  nftnr  asserted  that  he 
iiad.*  He  fully  shared  Jacksoii'ti  opitiion  concerning  the 
bank,  and  even  Geemstohaveemphftttcatly  urged  thormnoval 
of  the  deposits  at  a  time  tliat  Jnoksun  wan  still  in  douht  on 
the  qnestion.  But,  spite  of  this,  Jackson  nas  the  real  origi- 
nator of  the  order,  and  Taney's  Etatoment  of  reasons  of  the 
4tli  of  PcccQibci'  wm  only  a  repetition  o£  the  dociiincat 
which  Jacksoa  liad  rend  before  his  cjibiact  ou  the  JSth  of 
SepttiiiitHir.'  This  givcd  the  matter  its  dcejtcr  ineuuing. 
The  real  ueaq»r  was  not  the  eecretary  of  tlie  treoiiury,  bat 
the  prcHidont  And  hence,  the  nsurpation  was  nob  simply 
the  aaeuuiptioa  of  a  dctinito  autliority  nob  grante<l  hy  tlie 
1»WB.  The  prooeaa  of  reasoDing  by  which  it  was  sought  to 
lUtify  it  changed  the  whole  relation  of  the  executive  to  the 
llegislative  power,  appealed  iu  questions  of  legtalalive  policy 
to  u  forum  unknown  to  tlto  cuti^titution  and  the  laws,  one 
tddilioaal  to  and  above  oongrees,  and  raided  the  president 
tlwve  the  laws,  itiasniiich  as  it  accorded  to  him  the  right  to 
absolve  otficiiiU  fi-utn  their  legal  rosj)onsihiIity  and  to  assume 
it  hitnflelf  by  referring  to  the  decisions  of  that  forum. 

Jaekstm  oacribed  the  disclaimer  by  congress  of  the  power 
of  removing  the  deposits  irom  the  bank,  a  disclaimer  which 
eurpristtd  bJm,  to  an  "oversight,'*  but  at  tlie  same  time  de- 
clared it  to  be  nndonbted  that  that  power  was  conferred 
"eielusively  "  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  He,  how- 
ever, expressed  the  view,  much  more  directly  and  definitely 


*  Jiim  oamplal«  ealabtiatuDeint  of  this  i«  idmoat  the  only  mmi  of  Tylcr't 
votmaiiiOas  tAegm)>b7  of  Taney.  S«o  1117  ttnew  of  tfae  work  in  Sjbel'i 
Sistor.  Zettschiin,  1373. 

*Sflei.KLV.  pp.7»-77. 
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than  Tiuioj,  tliat  this  **  cxclnsirely "  was  to  be  imderstuod 
with  a  very  important  rt'servatioii.  He  deelarcd  tliat  he 
honestly  lamented  this  "  oversight."  Said  he,  tlie  preeident 
would  be  glad  to  be  free  from  the  "  lieav-y  and  paiofal  re- 
BjHinitihilitv  wliioh  hnd  boDu  thereby  impueed  iijion  him." 
He  ruaclied  this  stiaiige  conclusion  from  the  "exclusively," 
in  d)e  same  way  ag  Taney ;  a  *♦  power  "  granted  to  "  one  ex- 
ecutive department,"  evidently  imposed  tlie  "  responsiltility  " 
of  the  exercise  of  that  power  on  "  tlie  executive  braucb  of 
the  govemmeut."  Hence  he  was  ''called  upon  to  meet"  the 
question:  it  was  "  hift  duty  to  decide" 

Jackson  did  not  continue  to  be  consistent  with  himselt 
Be  expreeeed  tho  hope  that  tbo  secretary  of  the  treasury 
would  see  in  the  document  "only  tbo  frank  and  roepectfnl 
deelarutionfi  of  the  opiuioiiK  "  which  the  president  had  formed 
on  the  qnestion,  '^and  not  a  spirit  of  dictation,  which  the 
president  woald  be  as  careful  to  avoid  as  ready  to  resist*' 
"For  he  it  from  him  to  expect  or  require  that  any  memljer 
of  the  cabinet  should,  at  his  request,  order  or  dictation,  do 
any  act  which  he  believes  unlawful,  or  in  his  conscience  eon- 
dmnns."  Bat  directly  after,  this  exposition  of  "opinions" 
is  closed  with  the  following  eentenccd:  "  The  president  ngaio 
repeats  that  ho  be^  his  cabinet  to  consider  the  proposed 
meefioMB  as  his  own,  in  the  support  of  which  he  shall  n> 
qniro  no  one  of  them  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  opinion  or  prin- 
ciple. Ita  reBi>oiisibitity  liss  been  assumed  nit^r  the  mo^t 
mature  deliberation  and  reflection.  .  .  .  Under  these 
conviotions,  he  feels  tliat  a  measure  ao  important  to  tbe 
American  people  cannot  be  commenced  too  soon,  .  .  . 
and  thcreforo  names  the  first  day  of  October  next  as  a  period 
proper  for  a  change  of  the  dcpoeits." 

That  Jackson  honestly  believed  that  ho  was  exercising  a 
right  whicli  fully  belonged  to  him,  is  certain.  On  tbe  muy 
oeaea  in  which  he  exceeded  his  lightful  authority,  he  found 
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ftl  jnstification  in  bis  own  ejee — a  justification  wblcb 
"Kaa  proot  agaiiiAt  all  attacks — in  liia  own  judgment,  the 
oorrectDCss  of  whicli  be  oaver  doubted  liiinself,  and  in  tlie 
[<hout!«t}'  of  his  iatentious.  Undei-  tbis  brc>:ul  shield,  »  states' 
[xuaa  of  tbfl  backwoodsman  type  might  bury  diouj-  double 
[as  to  the  law.  And  in  this  iustanee,  his  objects  were  cer- 
tinlj  ioiportaot  enough  to  rather  drop  tlie  stubboni  Duane 
Ltliao  to  give  np  tliu  attuiitiiieitt  of  tbeiu.  lie  ''a&sumed  the 
I  Tesponsibility  "  uf  the  reuioval  of  the  deposiu  for  uo  smaller 
reaaona  tlian  because  it  was  "  iiecessai-)-  U>  pre»en-e  the  inurabi 
it  the  people,  the  freedom  of  the  ppeea,  and  the  purity  of 
'^the  elective  fmnchise."  But  who  had  mmie  the  president 
the  guardian  of  the  morals  of  Uie  people,  of  tlie  liberty  of 
the  press,  and  the  freedom  of  the  elective  francbiael  And 
not  only  agninst  the  biiuk,  but  ngnintit  congra^a,  which  had 
called  this  "  luonBtcr  "  into  being,  and  which  had  jost  de- 
clared itself  in  favor  of  itti  continuance,  ngaiii&t  the  direct 
5ppe«ntative«  of  the  people  and  the  Btftte9,did  Jaclcaon  enter 
le  lidta  ae  the  defender  of  these  pillars  of  eociul  order  and 
free  polilicid  life;  The  first  connt  in  the  indicttuent  on 
wiiid)  the  people  had  onco  pas^od  an  irrovoeable  Beuteuoe  of 
condemnation  on  the  federalist  party,  was  the  violaCiou  ol 
the  freedom  of  the  prea  by  the  sedition  law.     Now  the 

Kople  exulted  over  the  triumph  whicli  the  cau.4e  of  liberty 
d  popular  eovercignty  celebrated,  becfiuee  Jackson  had 
»rtod  tho  claim  above  mentioned,  and  victorioasly  fought 
it  throagh.  There  is  no  reason,  even  to-day,  why  the  warn- 
ing which  Clay  and  'WebBter  addressed  to  tho  people  ebould 
b«  Boofibd  at,'  even  if  they  ignored  the  economiu  consequences 
of  Jtckson's  bank  policy,  and  even  if  Clay's  question,  why 

Bt}  pr«BidcDt  did  not  likewise  assume  tho  giiardianahip  of 
ligion,  baa  remained  objectless.    The  bank  struggle  has  a 
'This  baa  Te«ntlrwenn«d  again  in  tiw  "  North  Anwrican  Ikview." 
Jaauj,  1S7S,  pp.  178, 174. 
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permanent  political  eigitilicance,  fur  Burpaeeing  ite  econotoio 
aud  legal  iinpurtatico;  and  tbts  significance  l&j  in  tho  de- 
mentawliich  mudc  Jiickeon  nblo,  actually  and  saoceaefulljr  to 
a«sert  Lie  daitns,  in  coofict  both  with  tljo  oonstttation  uid 
with  the  idea  of  rcpublicaniKtii,  to  a  position  between  oou- 
gross  and  the  people  ae  jiatriHrcJial  ralcr  of  the  republic. 

On  the  SStli  of  March,  1834,  the  senate,  after  a  three 
montba*  debate,  paAiwd  th<--  follnwing  ruAolntion  by  a  vote  of 
26  against  SO :  "  Kesolrcd,  Thut  the  president,  in  the  late  ex- 
ecutive proceedings  in  relation  to  titc  ]Kihlic  revenue,  his  a»- 
Btimed  upon  himeelf  anthority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
thecoiistitution  and  laws,  but  in  dcmgntionof  both."'  Jack- 
eon  replied,  on  the  15th  of  April,  by  the  trunemisflion  of  a 
''protest "  aigued  at  length,  with  the  detnaud  titat  it  should 
be  entered  on  tlie  Journal  of  the  soiiatu.*  Thereupon,  tlM 
ecnato,  on  the  7tti  of  Kay,  by  a  vote  of  27  agaioBt  l^  pused 
a  series  of  roaohitioiis  to  the  effect  that  the  protest  ascribed 
powers  to  the  president  iricooncilAblc  with  tlto  aiitliority  of 
the  two  houses  of  oangroes,  and  with  thecouatilutioa;  Uiat 
it  was  an  infringement  of  tlio  privil^ea  of  tJio  seoatu  und 
iihuidd  uot  be  entered  on  tlie  journal,  and  that  tbo  president 
did  not  have  tlie  right  to  send  the  senate  a  protest  ogwost 
any  of  i  t£  acts.'  This  new  wrangle  was  brought  to  a  cIogo  on 
tho  l€tlt  ot  Juuuary,  18S7,  by  a  resolution  of  the  senate,  pasHcd 
by  a  vote  of  twenty-four  against  nineteen,  that  the  resolution 
of  tlte  28th  of  March,  1884)  should  be  expunged  from  the 
journal  of  the  senate.* 

In  tny  opinion,  no  definite  trolly  nnossailable  anawCTooD 
be  giren  to  the  twot^nestionti  which  were  directly  in  dispute: 
vhether  tlie  seiuito  had  the  right  to  giva  expression  in  arefr 
olution  to  a  formal  ccnsare  of  the  preeideuti  and  whether  the 

'Dob.  of  Cooicr..  XII,  p.  901. 
'Ihid..  ZU.  pp.  90B-318. 
•IbW..  XU,  p.  363. 
'lUd..  Xnr,  ppt  15MS6. 
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jircdident  had  the  right  to  enUrr  a  protest  against  Buch  a 
elation  or  sjpJiutBtijr  ru^lutimi  wlmKvcrof  lUo  aooate;' 
;for  Lbo  reason  that  Uie  ctiiistitutloii  furni«)K-s  no  Rare 
for  their  iolution.'  Legal  ai-gumcnts  wc  here  entirely 
cast  into  the  shade  by  political  argument^  and  hence  the  an- 
to  the  question  of  law  is  strongly  influenced  by  the  po- 
litical vieivs  of  tlie  pereon  judging.  Only  one  thing  scemfl 
mo  to  be  free  ftx)m  all  doubt,  that  the  senate  grossly  vio- 
itcdthc  letter  and  itptrit  of  the  constitution  when  it  resolved, 
1887,  to  expunge  the  resolutions  of  193i  from  the  journal, 
ae  con«titutioti  provides:  '^Kacli  house  sliall  keep  a  jonnial 
l»f  it*  proceedings.*'  Wliat  lias  taken  pljico  id  one  of  the 
>nsee  of  congrcu  and  is  entered  upon  its  reconl-i  iH  ]>iLrtof 
je  lu'story  of  the  oountrjv  and  no  one  is  authorized  to  alter 
jot  or  tittle  of  it  Tlie  senate,  in  1837,  had  the  saiue 
^ht  to  exppees  its  views  that  it  had  in  1934.  Xo  one  could 
it  from  making  the  declaration  th&t  the  majority,  In 
I  raolntion  of  the  ^Sth  of  Mitrtrh,  hml  exceeded  the  coiistj< 
itional  authority  of  the  Beiiate.  Between  6uch  a  deelaratioo 
ad  the  G-vpunginc  of  (he  resolution,  there  was  evidently  moi-e 
iian  a  formal  ditTereuce.  The  former  would  have  been  the 
pving  and  recording  of  a  dissenling  judgment;  the  latter 
an  entirely  nnworthy  proccc4]iiig,  a  smiting  of  ileelf  in 
face  by  the  secate,  inasmuch  as  it  theit^by  dragged  its 
action  into  the  arcnn  of  corntnon  party  bcutSiug.  Tlie 
of  Jackson's  administration  may  be  summed  in  a  few 
i:  it  systematically  uDdemuned  the  public  conBcioue- 

'  For  the  rigbt  of  the  senate,  Webctcr't  ttrgutnmta  (Works,  1 V,  pp.  1 12, 
I[:D  Are  ceitaialjrtbe  wa^tieit. 

'"ICiatnMtfaatiWflacfarMohitioiii  enr  pawed  befonj  it  ii  ataaixao 
ttatnOMcli  rwolotinp ought erer to puM that, body.  DutprooiBel; similar 
Bwiatfaw  luwo  bmn  iatreduDed  and  deb&ted  on  mora  than  one  oocoaion. 
.  .  .  The  pnitiai  id  tiie  Ktuta  bavs  aliraji  rated  tor  or  agaiiut  tlitiie 
Mclatioiu  Kconlinn  M  lb«]r  fapporiud  orupposBd  thcpnsideat"  Uem. 
cii.<l  Adami,  rX,  f^.  190, 181. 


TO    Jackson's  ADsu.viffTBATJox  —  askexatios  of  texae. 


ncEs  of  right,  and  diminUliod  tlie  respect  of  the  people  for  tlte 
f^ovcrnmcnt  In  wliat  coiicome  tlx:  la»t,  tbo  Bentou  "ox- 
pangiag  resolution"  was  the  laet  high  card  played  hy  tlie 
Jnclnonians. 

Jacksoit'a  [>cr«oiml  guilt  in  this  most  es^ati&l  result  of  hii- 
iidminis.t ration,  was  not  oecaeioa«d  eo  much  bj  icdividiul 
deteruiiiiatc  actiooa  as  bj  his  oonocptioa  of  the  position  of 
the  president  to  the  other  (actors  of  the  gorernmcat,  and  tv 
the  "  people." 

The  protest  in  the  firet  platMS  contained  a  reiteration  of  tlw 
essential  points  of  the  document  of  the  ISth  of  September 
on  the  question  of  law,  in  j>ait  more  defiuitely  and  eeveretv 
expreaeed.  Jackeou  declared  very  directly,  tliat  not  only  no 
relation  betwcon  the  president  and  tlie  eecrotai-y  of  the  treaii- 
ury  had  bceti  created  by  tlie  bank  law.in  refi^rcnco  to  Uie  de- 
ptisits,  diffLTCiit  from  tUat  which  obtained  Uitweeii  theni  gen- 
erally, but  ihat  congre&s  could  not,  in  any  respect  whatever, 
have  taken  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  from  tliu  bii|)orrtsiot) 
and  csoiitrol  of  the  president,  witliout  becoming  guilty  of  i 
usurpation  of  the  powers  of  tlie  executive.  If  there  wtire 
"suificieut  reasona*'  for  the  removal  of  the  deposits — that 
is,  if  the  president  was  of  opinion  there  were,  which  wwa 
precisely  the  same  thing,  according  to  Jackson  —  it  was  the 
"legal  duty"  of  the  flecretary  of  the  treasury  to  order  their 
removal;  and  if  the  secretary  did  not  do  eo,  the  president 
had  to  comply  with  hi»  ''sworn  duty"  to  execute  the  laws; 
that  ia,  to  look  for  another  eeeretary  of  the  treasury  who 
would  do  his  duty.  This  argument  had  one  merit,  and  that 
was  deciitive  of  the  issue  of  the  controversy :  it  seemed  irraf- 
Qtable  10  the  majority  of  the  masses. 

The  protest,  however,  adduced  another  ]>njof  of  tlie  1^^ 
impossibility  of  cnrtAiling  the  right  of  control  over  thede- 
poiiiu  claimed  by  the  president,  or  even  of  tnklng  it  away. 
All  national  prtjporty,  and  of  oourte,  also,  national 
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Jackfton  claimed  were  alwaj*  uudcr  the  guardianeliip  of  the 
executive  povrcr;  that  is,  in  the  hands  of  officials  nominiited 
hj*,  aod  nMjJOUbible  tu  thu  p]-ei>ideiit,  nnd,  therefoi'c,  had 
always  to  reiuali)  in  sucli  hands,  ''unless  the  constitiitioa  be 
ctiEQged.*'  Congress  could  iiot  install  any  one  ia  a  position 
whose  appointnienC  did  not  devolve  ou  the  preaident,  and 
rho  should  not  be  reepomible  to  him.  The  provibiun  of 
'  the  constitution  which  confides  the  prvtptrty  of  the  govern- 
mutit  to  tlie  guardianship  of  the  executive  is  not  pointed 
out;'  but  e»])eQialIy  was  no  reason  given  why  it  followed 
directly  from  the  president's  right  of  nomination,  that  the 

^^flulfi  nominated  by  him  were  reKponsibIc  to  him  in  nil 

^^^^^.  It  w»8  iinpo^iblo  to  claim  that  it  lay  iu  the  nature 
of  the  case.  Even  Jackson  never  pretended  that  the  judgea 
nominated  by  him  were  responsible  to  him.  His  proof  here, 
ts  in  fio  many  other  instances,  was  the  bohlust  u^^suniption. 
The  protest  dedarufi:  "Tlie  power  of  removal,  which,  like 
that  of  appuintment,  is  an  original  executive  power,  is  left 
nncheckod  by  the  constitntion  in  relatiou  to  all  eieeutiva 

^Kffioers  for  whoae  conduct  tlie  presiident  U  respouitilile,  while 
it  is  taken  from  him  in  relation  to  judicial  officers,  for  whoes 
acta  he  Is  not  responsible.** 
A  more  remarkable  sentence  id  scarcely  to  be  found  in  an 

HAjuerican  docaoient  It  there  was  any  principle  of  consti- 
tutional law  which  had  hitherto  \)een  recognized,  not  only 
by  all  parties  but,  wo  may  say,  by  all  citizens,  without  any 
pwervatiou,  it  was  the  principle  that  the  Federal  government 


F  ■  Wolxlwr,  in  hit  iiieeGb  of  lh«  7th  of  Ma;,  l&'U,  mentionN  a  law  oC 
Maj,  1800,  which  piovidM  Cor  Utft  tlcpotttititf  of  the  ciut-jm  hoow  boods 
ia  Ibe  thm  Unitml  Statea  Buik,  or  in  it>  bnuicli  banlo.  without  menbig 
utf  tigUi»  whatna  mer  Uiem  t«  the  ■ecrctaiy  of  the  treaeiuy  or  to  anr 
other  ot&cial.  (Works,  IV,  p.  130.)  It  laaj-betimt  the  date  is  not  oor- 
mtiy  ginw,  tor  1  bare  not  been  able  to  find  the  law  in  tlvu  Stata(«t  at 
larsc.  Such  a  law,  howvTcr.  would  be  nnqueationntjly  comtitutkmal,  bok 
itvonld  not  hare  bee»  motidlabla  with  Jackson's  doctrine. 
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posiMjsgpd  only  those  powers  ■which  wore  granted  to  it  Now 
the  presldeiit  appealed  to  ongina!  prerogatirea  of  tho  ex- 
ecutive power,  part  of  which  were  left  to  it  bj  iho  eonHi- 
tntion  nnd  pnrt  tnfcpn  nvmy.  Wliat.  amhority  h  there  which 
miffht  mit  lie  rightly  ehiiined  liy  Ihe  legislative  or  jiidieini 
power  as  well  as  hy  the  executive,  if  all  tliat  was  needed 
was  to  nssnme  tliat  that  nnthority  ori^nnlly  bclongod  to  it, 
and  It  was  then  proved  that  it  was  not  taken  awaj  hy  llio 
constitution;  and  tlits  whether  it  veaa  granted  \>y  tlio  coneti- 
tiition  or  nott  Where,  on  this  gtippogition,  would  bo  the 
rights  of  tho  etntce,  the  freedom  of  the  citizco,  tho  exact 
lines  of  demarcation  Wweuii  the  different  powers  of  govem- 
meml  'Wliero  would  tho  whole  gjstein  of  conetitutlwnftl 
law  bet  TIic  constitution  is  not  the  faiiltleM  nin8teq>iece 
which  Americans,  for  tiie  most  part,  eateetn  it  to  be;  bat  so 
monstrotis  a  diaoa  of  law,  ae  would  have  reeulted  from  the 
recognition  of  this  new  method  of  dotermiDing  constitutional 
law,  the  constitution  certainly  did  not  create. 

And  yet  it  wiis  the  inventor  of  this  new  method  wl» 
claimed  that  it  ^vas  his  doty,  aa  it  woe  liis  intention,  to  be 
the  defender  ^r  excetl^Ttce  of  tlie  constitution.  This  pecu- 
liar nttitndc  of  the  president  towards  theconstitDtion,  it  wm 
claimed,  reeoUcd  "from  the  verynatnre  of  his  [the  praei- 
ent's]  office,"  but  tho  founders  of  the  republic  had  givm  !t 
"a  peculiar  solemnity  and  force  "by  m«ias  of  t]i«  oath 
which  tho  proeidont  had  to  take  in  entering;  on  bis  office; 

■Rie  TiewB  entertained  towards  the  end  of  the  last  century 
In  the  United  States,  as  well  as  in  the  rest  of  the  world  with 
a  western  ci^'ilizfttion,  on  tho  relation  of  tho  "cxccntivo 
power "  to  the  free  progressive  development  of  nations, 
MKroolT  permit  us  to  doubt,  that  tho  guiding  thought  in  ^o 
pmseribing  of  ihis  oath  was  not  so  much  a  dwire  to  place 
tlie  eoQgtitntion  nnder  the  upecinl  gitardinnHhipof  the  presi* 
dent  against  internal  enemiee,  as  it  was  toproloct  the  people 
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let  iho  attacks  of  tbe  president  on  theconstitation  itself, 
M  far  as  it  was  poeeiblo  for  &n  ontli  to  dn  this.  In  ttie  ]^hit> 
adclphia  convention  as  well  as  in  the  ratification  convention, 
it  waa  Btrougly  ui^cd  that  tlie  esecutivo  power  ehonld  be 
confided  to  a  board,  because  the  history  of  &1]  times  and 
nations  tauglit  to  what  dangers  liberty  is  exposed  when  too 
much  power  is  plaCL-d  iit  the  hands  of  one  man.  AVliatever 
the  American  jieoplc  may  liavc  learned  later,  by  sad  experi- 
ence, of  the  tendency  of  the  le^slature  to  exceed  Its  Inti- 
mate authority,  they  then  appUenl  tJie  principle  of  the  uiia- 
trust  of  government,  which  is  the  condition  precedent  of  the 
perpetuation  of  freedom,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  executive 
[>owcr.  Only  the  mofit  intelligent  then  recognized  tliat  the 
danger  impeiideU  su  intich,  ur  vven  more,  from  another  (juar* 
(er,  and  it  waa  only  by  pointing  to  the  experience  of  the  war 
of  independence  that  they  succeeded  in  having  the  executive 
power  made  really  coordinate  with  the  judicial  and  GBpecially 
witli  the  legislative.  But  it  never  occurred  even  to  them  to 
make  the  president  the  defender  of  the  integrity  of  the  auu< 
Rtitiilion  as  agiiinst  congress.     That  was  the  sphere  of  the 

I  judicial  power.  Hie  competency  u£  tlie  preeideut,  in  this 
respect,  was  limited  to  hlu  ({ualitative  veto.     Eut  Jaetcsoti 

I  claimed  a  right  to  oppose  the  alleged  exceeding  of  its  consti- 
tntional  authority  by  the  senate  not  only  in  this  determinate 
instaticti;  be  set  himself  above  the  senate  and  between  the 
"peuple"and  tlie  otlier  two  factors  of  government.  The 
president,  ho  declares,  is  "the  direct  rcpre^ntativo  of  the 
Americttti  people,  elected  by  the  people  aod  responaiblo  to 
tfaem,"  but  the  senate  was  '^a  body  not  directly  amenable  to 
the  peopleL**  As  the  representative  of  the  people,  therefore, 
he  owed  it  to  their  representative*  to  oppose  the  viylation  of 
their  constitutional  prerogatives  by  the  aenato,  and  it  was 
hu  **&xed  determination  to  return  to  the  people  nnimpoinxl 
Uw  ncred  trtut  *tbey  had-  oooHded  to  his  char^ — to  heal 
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the  wounds  of  the  conatitatJou  and  [>reserve  it  Croin  fartlier 
violation," 

Tlie  conatitutioQ  knova  only  a  prosidtmt  as  the  bearer  o^ 
executive  [»ower;  of  a  "direct  ropreeentative  of  the  Ameri- 
can people*^  it  kDowg  nothing.'  Heuoe,  also,  it  kuou's  noth> 
ing  of  &□  dcctioQ  of  the  president  by  "  the  people."  It  it 
tlie  intention  of  the  coDstitntion,  that  the  electors  gbould 
not  Ite  mere  ciphers,  hut  the  only  real  clioo&ers  of  the  presi- 
dent Besides  this,  it  does  not  allow  the  electors  to  bo  sim- 
ply cliosen  by  tlie  people:,  but  by  the  people  organized  ia 
atntm  and  m  they  are  represented  in  tlic  popular  house  of 
congros?,  giWng  two  further  electors  for  their  roproeeutatioo 
in  the  upper  house.  KiiuiUy,  the  constitution  entirely  ignored 
the  president's  responsibility  to  the  *^  people."  U  it  waa 
Jadoou's  intention  to  B^wuk  uuly  of  puUtieal  reeponaibili^, 
Dothbig  oould  be  objected  thuretu.  But  this  rospcmaibility 
was  shared  by  every  other  political  personage  with  him,  and^ 
above  all  tilings,  no  rights  could  be  deduced  from  it.  fur- 
ther, sttcli  a  political  ree>ponaibility  ceiild  not  be  called  a 
direct  one.  In  this  expression  was  oontatned  the  idea  that 
the  people  were  the  legal  forum  which,  in  tlie  Itut  instauoe, 
had  to  judge  of  the  political  acts  of  the  president.  Bat  wi 
sach  a  right  of  the  people,  nleo,  the  con»t)tntion  ie  eileoL 
The  only  forum  before  which  it  cites  the  president  to  acoooot 

'  What  again  tnado  tfaia  faliiBcatJcm  of  the  conetitaUon  bo  aaxpiMon  h> 
the  maswa  wiu  tha  tboioagfalf  damocratic  character  of  tiie  doctrine.  If, 
by  tnuuia  ot  tiat  chonotcr,  the  people  wi:ro  ta  bo  pcnnaocptlf  won  otcz 
to  them,  the  future  pretpeeta  of  tho  ooiuUtational  alato  wara  aad  enongb. 
How  «W5  «  Uub;  it  would  be  to  opomte  aftainct  oU  ooovtihitioiial  lair  if 
thisdooUiaewGro  token  aanilmittodptemiBeCiOae  lUiutatioii  miijtbomi 
Lev;  Woodbury,  raombcr  ot  thu  cat^el  under  Jadooa  aad  under  Van 
BuTCD,  and  later  judge  of  U»  rapretoe  oouit,  atvt,  in  a  epecuh  mude  oo 
the  t9tliof  Oetoba.  I8U.  in  >'aneiul  hall:  "Tdl  them  [Uw  whigvj  to 
keefoff  profane  biuidi  trom  desUofuig  tha  T«to  powcz  ia  tfag  coiutitutiau, 
wbicfa  ttaqr  threutan.  It  is  the  people**  (!)  tribtuutire  ptwegatire,  iiifakiug 
L  ttugugfa  th«it  (I )  easDutm."    Wntuv  of  l^  Woodbury.  I.  p.  bU. 
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for  bis  political  acts  is  the  eenate,  when  the  rrprcscnta tires 
have  preferred  an  ioi peach meiit  charge  againet  him.  In- 
deed, tha  coiutitatioD  docR  not  know  tlic  '^people"  at  all,  in 
the  sense  in  which  Jackcon  uees  the  term.  It  creates  leg&] 
relations,  bnt  it  does  not  overthrow  the  law  by  elevating 
OTery  majority  of  those  possessed  of  the  right  to  vote,  no 
matter  how  constituted,  above  the  law,  by  making  their  vill 
the  law.    In  the  United  States,  indeed,  the  "  people"  are  the 

uDne  original  eonroe  of  law,  bnt  it  is  the  people  in  their  en- 
Brely  definite^  abrogate,  political,  that  is  const itntional 
}rgaotzation  that  is  meant  here.  Anjothcr  "people"  ba  an 
lD>ie|H.'ni]erit  source  of  Inw,  iis  a  legal  politicul  fonira,  is  not 
only  nnknown  to  the  coiiBlitution,  bnt,  if  admitted  by  it, 
rould  be  ita  destruction ;  for  it  is  the  purpoae  of  that  inatm- 

"ment  to  create  an  onarbitrary  state,  while  ench  a  "people" 
is  the  tiegntion  of  the  itnarhitrury  state.  It  was  to  the 
"people"  in  this  anti-atato  sense  of  the  term  that  Jackson 
sppealtnl  in  at!  hia  controversies  flbont  his  rights.  In  other 
wordis:  the  holder  of  the  executive  power  made  the  sjbordi- 
DalioQ  of  the  state  to  society  the  determining  principle  of 
the  republic  wbicli,  in  the  highest  aense  of  the  word,  eihould 
kavo  been  an  nnnrbitrary  law-rc?pecting  state.    Tlio  protest 

^aIso  ropesUedly  snbstitntcd  "pnblic  opinion"  for  "people." 

|"Vl'ebstcr,  therefore,  was  not  guilty  of  exaggeration  when  he 
ud  that  the  reasoning  of  the  preeident  amounted  to  claim- 
that  it  was  permitted  to  him  to  do  whatever  publio 
opinion  saootioned;  or,  to  express  it  more  eimply:  that  it 
was  pemiilt«d  to  him  to  do  whatever  h«  could  do. 

iXhat  (fockiioti  did  not  permit  himself  in  his  whole  active 
[>aicjal  life  to  be  led  by  this  principle,  but,  like  his  prcdocee- 
lora,  geuerally  kept  within  legal  limiLs  is  not  of  decisive 
[in|>ortaDce.  His  administration  received  its  typical  char- 
ictoi-  from  the  fact  that  he  set  np  the  principle  above  referred 
to,  actually  porsaed  it  in  some  qacetions  of  the  greatest  im- 
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portflnnn,  nii(l  tliat  bie  action  in  the  promisee  obtained  the 
simctiuii  of  tlie  "people."  This  was  reoEon  caou^gh  to  con- 
jure tlic  people  in  the  most  eolcmu  and  inipreMi%'e  uiomier 
to  panec  and  soberly  inqairo  to  Trbotend  tbU  road  would 
neoeesftrily  lead  theio.  Tlio  leaders  of  Ibe  opposition,  In- 
deed, selected  the  mo«t  absurd  means  to  aooompHsb  this, 
when  they  held  np  to  the  conutry  tiie  hngbenr  of  tho  croo- 
tion  of  II  tyranny  which  would  soon,  perhapB,  not  allow  oven 
the  empty  forma  of  popol&r  eovcreigrtty  to  exist.  They 
mistook  the  eymptnmn  for  that  which  wax  essential;  sod 
they,  jiipt  as.  little  m  tho  masaea  of  the  people,  recognUed 
the  deei^r  can»es  of  the  Rvmpftuns.  They,  too,  swnm  in  tlie 
genial  stream,  even  if  they  swam  only  on  the  borders,  ter- 
rified at  the  rapidity  with  which  those  were  carried  onward 
who  were  impelled  by  the  force  at  ita  ooiitor. 

No  one  expected  to  ^ee  Jackson  projxifed  a  thitd  timo  as 
a  candidate  for  tho  presidency."  With  his  exit,  tho  "  mleof 
one  man  "  had  also  come  to  an  end.  It  may  be  that  bis  in- 
llnence  in  mnldng  his  candidate  for  the  snccesaion  the  par^ 
candidnte  went  fiir  enongb.  Bnt  whoever  hU  successor 
nlgbt  be,  Jackson  oould  not  transmit  Us  luflucnco  to  him 
as  an  inheritance.  Tn  a  dcmocmcy,  there  can  never  be  at 
the  Bame  time,  and  almost  never  immediately  following 
each  other,  two  penronagcs  to  whom  the  penpio  plat^o  thorn* 
selves  In  the  attitude  that  tho  majority  of  tJio  great  crowd 
did  to  Andrew  Jacksoo  in  tlte  United  States.  On  theothor 
haod,  in  democracies,  idoU  are  never  apotheosized  for  their 
own  eake;  the  great  crowd  worship  themselves  in  them. 
Hence  the  heir  of  Jackson's  supremacy  was  not  one  man, 
bat  the  great  crowd.    The  great  crowd,  Iiowcvcr,  can  never 


^TTeraaod  then,  Itida«d,nwb  oa  Uaa band  ezprMBon,  tmt  itdid  nob 
toko  root  deeply  cnoogti  Koamg  tlia  denooatie  poUtMani  ts  iiiiika  tta 
iridplookopoa  It,  tor  a  nugnest,  at  a  oontintcaicr  to  Ik  taken  intoooB- 
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acftinlly  assert  tlieir  sapremncj,  except  for  moments  of  time, 
in  great  political  communities;  and  tliia  is  cepecially  so  in 
gacli  as  are  so  pecnliarlj  organized  as  the  United  Statett. 
le  idea  that  since  Jackson's  time  tbe  supremo  power  has 
rMilitj-  Iain  in  tbe  band^  of  tbe  masaee,  is  a  piece  o£  decep- 
tii^D  AS  groat  as  it  is  pernicious;  and  yet  it  is  one  which  the 
permanent  Iicirs  of  Jack&on'a  power  have,  in  great  pju-t, 
practiced  oven  to  the  present  day  on  the  masses  of  the 
American  people.    The  undeniable  and  eadly  plain  fact  is, 

at  since  that  time  the  people  have  begim  to  exchange  the 
nbip  of  a  email  number  of  statc^mca  and  politicians 
of  a  higher  order  for  the  role  of  an  ever  innreasing  crowd  of 
politicians  of  high  and  luw  degree,  down  even  to  the  pot- 
bouse  politician  and  the  common  thief,  tn  tbo  prot^ting 
mantle  of  domngogiem.  When  people  from  the  region  lying 
between  the  limits  of  soRiety  and  the  huu^e  of  correction 

itainod  a  controlling  iuflucnco  in  politics,  this  at  Brst  ap- 
I*cared  as  the  conBC(]Ucnce  of  an  unfortunate  condition  of 
local  afTaira.  And  tliat  politics  became  a  profession  in  which 
mediocrity — on  an  ever  descending  scale — dominated,  and 
moral  laxity  became  the  rule,  if  not  a  requisite,  pcoplo  re- 
fused CO  consider  an  unfortunate  condition  so  long  aa  a  life 
devote<l  to  acquigltion  approached  ncai-cr  to  the  goal  of  its 
fatiefacUoD.  Lire  and  let  live  had  become  a  general  maxim 
to  such  an  extent,  that  the  politicians  marvelled  ut  even  tlio 
uprising  in  which  tbe  people  tore  to  pieces  the  bridle  to 
wbicii  they  had  been  so  long  used,  when  it  looked  as  if  thej 
were  to  be  ridden  into  tlie  abyss '  to  wliidi  they  had,  since 
the  ori^n  of  ttic  republic,  in  part,  been  drawn  nearer,  and 
to  which,  in  part,  they  hod  nearer  and  nearer  glided. 

A  popular  state  in  which  tbe  generality  drops  into  a  dolct 
nifitta  in  relation  to  politics,  treeing  in  the  election  of 
legislatorsi  in  universal  enffrage  and  tbe  like,  in  and 
•18G0  utd  im. 
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of  themeclvce,  the  giiHrantic£  of  freedom,  h  ever  on  a  de- 
divitouD  path;  oiieou  which  it  ia  always  difficult  to  rerereo 
one's  coarse,  and  on  which  this,  even  nnder  tho  mc*t  favor- 
able circuuutanoes,  can  be  done  only  gradually.  Tlie  ooq- 
dition  precedent  of  a  healthy  popular  state  is  not  rlght^ 
but  the  tca^ouablc  as^umptioo  of  duties  by  mcAni  of  which 
rights  become  reasonable  means  to  the  attainment  of  Ui« 
ends  of  tlie  etato  and  of  society.  Popular  sovtrroigniy,  in 
the  eenec  that  not  only  the  general  direction  of  politics  is 
dotorntincd  by  the  will  of  the  majority*  but  that  this  viU 
minutely  prcecribee  tho  condact  of  the  factors  of  government 
in  tlio  questions  that  arise  in  any  manner,  in  the  form  of 
"pnblie  opinion,"  for  instance,  would  be  not  only  a  dreadful 
condition  of  thin^;  it  is  impossible.  Bnt  when,  in  a  pupa- 
lar  state,  politics  become  a  despised  trade,  the  state  is  brought 
face  to  faoo  with  the  question  of  life  or  death;  for  to  the 
extent  that  tins  has  realty  happened,'  self-govcmnient  is  only 


*1%M  w  CTtut  yet  the  cow  in  the  Cnitod  State*  to  a  raoch  lauiSar  flX- 
tmt  thsn  pftnoni  of  lajwifiaal  intannatioa  commoiily  believe.  To  l» 
caUod  a  "  pollticinii,"  in,  indeed,  u  great  oa  oScnM  as  to  be  caJHai  n 
"Jew,"  in  oortaia  drdce.  Bat  it  is  only  the  man  of  politldaaM.  noi  poll- 
ties,  ihiit  are  decpieed.  Uaa  like  CfaulM  Fiuicii  AdimiH.  Scfatini,  Tram- 
ball,  etc,  an  fel  betd  in  big^  ettimatioa,  and  Hk  people  w  proud  of 
them .  When  I  flnt  iRDt«  tbew  linoi,  Chorlcn  Suninct  vai  atiU  lirinir,  and 
I  bRi)  plaood  hii  aaiM  after  that  of  Adams,  i  tatty  here  dto  a  few  nvcdt 
from  BchuTz't  eitloit7  m  Sumntr,  pnxtounaed  at  Bmton.  'nier  are  not 
mere  tbuUiriciLl  phnsei,  bot  oonedljr  deecnbe  the  i«al  atunde  cl  the  peo- 
ple tovuda  locli  politiidaai:  "  Wben  yva,  iii.  Major,  in  tho  name  ot 
the  aty  Rvrenunent  ot  Boaton.  invitad  me  to  tntaipnt  lh»t  whicli  nfllioM 
think  tad  feel,  I  tkanleed  700  tot  tho  fitoad  privilege  ytm  had  acsfitmd 
upon  me.  aod  the  ibTitatioD  appeakid  n  izra^atibl;  to  mj  fnenrUhip  fiarr 
the  mui  we  had  tort,  Qiat  I  oonld  twt  deeliaa  it.  And  yet,  tiiH  thoagbt 
■tndtuolhat  jouBUB'iithaTapnparadaBRaitcc  triuiaph  to  hi*  meoioij 
bad  ytm  nimnaned,  not  me,  his  friand,  bat  ono  of  Utocu  wtto  liad  eload 
ocoiiMi  him  is  the  itnigglu  of  hi*  life,  to  b«ai  tutiiiion;  to  Cluuloe  Sou- 
uer'g  nrtots.  "nKre  ore  many  amoog  them  h>-daj  to  irltoee  seme  of  jm- 
tic*  jou  might  hare  nfelj  oooSded  Utt  office,  which  to  ma  li  a  task  of 
ion." 
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asliadow  withont  substance;   but  a  bcalthj'  popular  state 
witlioat  fcftl  eelf-govemtncnt  ie  a  contradiction  Id  terms. 

But  tlie  i>rix>eia  throiigli  which  tho  lilo  of  a  iialiou  gooft  is 
not  measured  by  days  or  by  a  few  yeara.  In'tbe  case  of  a 
people  who  boar  mtliln  ttiuiiitioU'Gs  tbe  conditions  necessary 
to  tbe  building  up  of  a  bcalthy  popular  state  in  a  bigb  de- 
gree^  aud  who  liave  Ali-«3uly,  in.  part,  made  such  a  state  an 
aotoality,  decades,  eren  in  tbe  most  unfavorable  case,  mtist 
elapse  before  tbey  decline  politically  to  such  an  extent  tliat  a 
broad  cbasm  separates  their  social  from  their  political  life, 
and  before  an  orgauized  band  of  trading  poHticions  can  be- 
conie  completely  master  of  them.  Tlie  rapid  and  universal 
decline  of  a  liealtky  {political  spirit,  tbe  tirst  cletir  symptom 
of  wbicb  W&8  the  election  of  iTiidoon  twice  to  the  presidency, 
aud  wbicb  was  greatly  pronioted  by  Ins  adiniDiatration,  cansed 
the  growing  influence  of  tliu  real  trading  politicianii,  with 
their  bread-aud-biitter  principles,  to  take  the  appearance  at 
first  of  Bometbing  almost  noctdental.  Tho  greatest  immedi- 
ate gain  frum  thill  revolultuii  in  the  conditiou  of  affairs, 
which  was  beingaccomplishcd,  was  made  by  tbo^e  who  knew 
bow  to  employ  theiie  etements  in  tlieir  service.  The  shallow- 
ing, mal«rializing,  demomlixinj^  transformation  of  tlie  Amer- 
ican democracy,  for  which  a  broad  path  was  paved  by  Jack* 
son's  administration,  first  found  its  most  disastrous  coosa- 
i}Uences  in  tlie  hands  of  tbe  southern  atntea,  by  which  it  was 
turned  to  account  in  the  promotioa  of  the  cause  of  slavery. 
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CHAPTER  n. 


THE  AEOLirtONISTS  AND  THE  SLAVERY  qnESTION  lH 
CONOBESS. 


Wliile  the  reign  of  Andrew  JaclaoD  paved  the  way  on 
which  the  fit ttve- holding  interest  uscended  to  the  zenith  o^ 
its  sHpremacy  over  the  Union,  there  ai-oee,  at  the  eome  lime^ 
in  ihu  buJy  of  the  nboli tiun i^t^  tlic  eneuiy  whicli  under 
mined  the  firm  gruiind  under  tlie  feel  of  that  same  slftve- 
holding  intereaC. 

Thi'  rxpffssitm,  "abolition  of  tlaverjr,"  is  to  be  met  witli 
even  befuit  the  adaption  uf  tlie  constitution.  But  the  word 
**  abolitionism,"  as  descriptive  of  a  deilnite  (lotEtical  pro. 
^nitnir.e,  occurs  for  the  first  time  in  this  period.  T^cn 
Goodell^  Wilson  nnd  others  frequently  qieak  of  the  older  anti- 
jilnvery  MHiieties  as  "  aholilioD  sucietieA,"  tht;ir  Inng^iiage  onlj' 
seeius  to  render  tlie  underBtnnding  of  the  development  of 
the  elavery  qccstion  more  diflicidt.  Tboee  older anli-slavery 
•ooieties  had  simply  a  progrnmmc  of  action  Imsed  niRinly  on 
humanitarian  uiutives.  The  hietury  of  tlie  origin  of  the 
abolition i^tti,  on  the  other  linnd,  is  a  political  procoM  of  re- 
action; allhougU,  with  the  peculiar  double  natare  of  the 
alarerr  question,  for  reosonft  not  fitr  to  iteelc,  its  moral  side 
first  became  the  basis  of  opemtiou. 

The  debates  on  the  Missouri  question  had  called  forth 
jtdections  hero  and  there  which  could  cot  be  smothered  hy 
any  legislative  compact.  People  at  the  north  had  not  for- 
gotten the  manner  In  which  the  eo-called  ilaveiy  compro* 
mieea  had  been  wrested  from  the  constitution  bj  the  mdUl 
Its  obfitinate  ovf — aut  in  the  Philadelphia  convention  was, 
in  great  part^  reduced  to  the  same  modvea  of  action  wbiob 
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src  the  decisive  onrs  in  the  question  of  tlie  representation 
'i>f  llie  siniillpr  KtAles;  Uie  Roiilliem  Rtntes  wHiite«l  gtmcntlly 
to  iD&uro  to  llieituwlveH  an  eqiinl  weight  in  tliu  government 
ot  the  Union,  and  therefore  coald  not  oomploiel^  renounce 
UiQ  representation  of  their  slave*.     The  idcn  of  miy  specinl 
jeopardjof  the  slave-hoMing interest  was  much  farther  from 
iciir  minds.     Now,  for  titc  first  time,  people  began  to  per- 
sive  with  liori-or  that  tlie  rule  of  slavery  over  tlie  elave- 
thrcatcncd  to  bcoomo  ns  obsoliite  a»  the  rule  of  the 
over  tiieir  slnvc^.     £at,  after  ttie  Btonn  liad  blown 
over,  most  of  them  o^a  found  rcet  in  the  consideration, 
'  thjit  eabmii^on  to  the  law  was  both  a  Cliristinn  and  a  citi- 
zen's duty,  and  Hint  the  nature  of  the  Union  absolved  the 
north  of  all  responsibility  for  the  slavery-sins  of  the  south. 
Bat  not  all  wore  tatisfial  wUli  this.     To  nbjeet  to  what  polit- 
ical engts  iKiij^ht  euiieerning  constitutional  luw  in  ttie  matter 
the  filnvery  question,  did  not  at  iirst  enter  their  minds. 
heir  right*  as  citizens  they  first  submitleti  1o  an  independ- 
Iwiit  examination,  whuu  it  was  eougiit  to  prevent  their  por- 
fonning  their  duties  as  men  and  Christians,  as  they  under- 
stood tliem.    The  blow  with  which  the  south  struck  the 
arth  down,  woke  up  b<<th  the  religious  and  political  con- 
ri«iice  of  the  people  even  wliere  snch  an  effect  was  leitet  ez> 
:ted.    The  powerful  and  the  wise  were  felled  to  the  ground, 
id  from  the  little  and  we-ak  there  ros>e  up  men  who,  with 
wcapous  of  Christian  monility,  resumed  the  battle  nn- 
inted.     As  mi)>i)ionnrics,  beseeching  and  exhorting  men 
do  that  wliich  they  professed  with  their  liii*,  tlto  first  abo- 
Itionists  entered  on  their  career.     People  made  martyrs  of 
!iem,  and  martyrdom  transformed  them  intu  agitators,  with 
the  indomitable  energy  of  religious  ftinaticiam. 
Tlie  immediate  precnrsor,  and,  in   a  certain   sense,  the 
ittierof  the  abotilioiilMts,  was  Bctijamin  Lundy,  a  Quaker, 
ID  Xew  Jersey.     In  "WlieeUug,  West  Virginia,  where 
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he  learned  tlie  wwldler's  trade,  lie  had  ample  ripportonitj  to 
become  aoqnaint«d  with  tbo  horrors  of  ril.iver^-,  aa  great  car- 
goes of  bIhvcb,  oh  their  way  to  tlie  Mutiuirn  states,  frequently 
pssBed  the  pldco.  Lundy  had  been  codeavoring  for  wtne 
yejire  to  nwakoti  aii  active  interest  among  hie  nciglibore  in 
the  iiard  lot  of  the  slaves,  when  the  Miawtiri  question  brought 
hitii  to  the  resolve  to  coTiscci-ata  hie  whole  life  to  their  canee. 
In  1831, he  began  to pnM&hih&Ganiut of  Umvtnal Eman- 
cipation, which  is  to  be  connidered  the  fii-st  nholition  oi^gnn. 
The  nineteenth  century  can  scarcely  point  to  another  In- 
stance in  vhich  tbo  command  of  Christ  to  Icarc  all  things 
and  follow  him,  wiis  &o  literally  conttnicd  and  followed. 
Lundy  gave  up  biBfloarishingbusiness,  took  leave  of  his  wife 
end  of  his  two  dearly  beloved  children,  and  began  a  rcstt«», 
wandering  life,  to  arouse  consciences  everywhere  1o  a  deoper 
understanding  of  the  sin  and  curse  of  elavory.'  In  the 
antnmn  of  1829,  ho  obtained,  as  uiociate  publisher  of  his 
Bliect,  William  Uoyd  Garrison,  a  young  litterateir,  bom  in 
Kowburjport,  HaesachuEotts,  who,  fi-om  iho  position  of  a 
poor  apprentice  to  »  tradesman,  roie  to  bo  a  t}T>e-&etter,  and 
from  being  a  type-setter  to  bo  a  joumatieC. 

The  removal  of  Garrison  from  New  England  to  BaltimoN, 
where  Lundy  was  then  publiabing  the  Gcnitm,  was  an  event 
pregnant  with  eoneeqiicncec.  Qarrison  had  long  been  a 
Kcnloiis  enemy  of  elavcry,  but  had  hitherto  seen  the  right 
way  of  doing  away  with  the  evil  in  the  efforts  of  tlie  coloni- 

I 

■  H«  mys,  hhnadf.  in  AptiL  1830i  in  an  appeal  to  the  public:  "I  turn. 
within  tlie  pmeA  above  mnilion*d  [ita  jvar*].  atcrifieod  wvcitil  thouMnil 
doUws  at  my  own  bard  eamings.  hara  IraTeled  tipwwda  of  Sve  tbotuaDcl 
nilsB  on  foot  and  iBore  than  twmty  tbomani)  in  otbcr  wayi ;  han  -riatod 
DinetMn  »UtM  of  this  Udior.  Mid  lield  mora  tbon  two  himdied  public  mcelr 
ing«  — tmro  periotned  twoToyagtato  tbo  Wi-tt  Imlia.  bjr  which  dkoih 
tha  Ubemtiaii  o£  a  oooiidemble  munbcr  of  davM  hiw  licon  eRiKUd,  and.  I 
bops,  the  way  paved  for  tbt  enlvscioeot  «f  naiiy  mora. "  Qood«U,  SlsTny 
lad  ABti*Slavci7.  p.  363. 
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zation  society.     What  lie  now  gaw  of  eUverj-  ami  its  effects 
with  his  own  ojes.  produced  h  cympl«t«  revolutiun  iu  lijs 
views  in  n  few  monthc.     lie  not  oulv  recwgtiized  tiie  impoR- 
aibilit^r  of  preveotiug  tlic  extension  of  slavery-  by  colonizing 
the  frco  negroes  in  Africa,  to  sav  iiodiing  of  grndually  doing 
awH^-  with  it  altogether,  hut  h«  hocame  convinced  also  tliat 
the  lending  Bpirils  of   the  colonization  society  purposely 
songht  to  induce  the  phllanthropiats  of  tlie  north  to  enter 
oa  a  wrong  conrse,  iu  the  intensle  of  filavery.     Hence  his 
own  prufeseloii  of  hith  was,  liencefortli,  "iinm<!diate  and 
onoonditionat  eniimripation.^     Iligsoparatioi)  from  the  more 
inoderuie  Lnndy,  whi(!)i  wa<:  rendered  nnavoUhible  by  tbiH 
coiiree,  was  hii«tene«i  b_v  an  outside  occurrcnco.     Tlie  cap- 
tain of  a  ship  fn>ni  New  Etiglnnd  l^ok  on  hoard  at  Bidti- 
more  s  cargo  of  slaves  destined  for  New  Orlcanii.     Garribuo 
denounced  him,  on  tliat  account,  with  [tafiuioiiate  violence. 
Tlie  matier  waa  carried  before  Iho  conrt,  and  ho  was  sen- 
tenced to  pri^n  and  to  pay  a  money  fiuc  for  ptiblis}iing  a 
libelous  article  Hud  fur  criminally  inciting  ttlavcfi  to  insur- 
rection.    After  an  impriEonment  of  seven  wccke,  Kie  line 
was  paid  by  a  Mew  York  philanlhroptat,  Arthur  Tappan, 
and  Garrison  left  the  city  to  bpreud  \iU  convictions  by  intjant 
of  public  loctitree  through  New  Kngland.     Although  his 
mooes*  vniA  not  very  encouraging,  he,  in  January,  1831, 
fstebllBbed  a  |uipcr  of  his  own  in  Boston,  known  as  77s 
Zi^ertUor.    lie  was  not  only  it*  publisher  and  wlc  writer 
|fur  it.  but  lie  had  to  bo  hie  own  printer  and  cun-icr.    Hia 
only  assistant  wa«  a  negro.    The  leauing  of  the  pftper  did 
not  become  known  to  II.  G.  Otia,  mayor  of  Jloeton,  till  Sep- 
tember, 1831,  and  oven  after  eeeking  more  accurate  infonna- 
tion  conconiiti^  It.  he  could  not  diKO^'cr  any  porson  who 
tonic  it.     lie  did  not  even  do  Oarriwm  tlio  honor  of  men- 
tioning him  by  name'     "Tlic  tide  is  entirely  hi  oho  diroc- 

'  lo  aa  annrer  b>  a  lawyer  ia  South  CaroUum  dated  October,  17,  1681, 
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tion,"  VTAs  the  assurance  which  lie,  in  common  with  at)  the 
politicians  oC  the  north,  gave;  and  with  them,  he  coneidcmi 
that  tlutt  ended  the  matter. 

The  roulh  judged  otherwise.  Sober  political  thought 
dcarcely  permitted  it  to  bcc  into  tlie  qnestlon  any  rlearar 
than  the  north,  hut  tlio  infitlnct  of  self  prcscn-ation  caiiMJ 
it  to  recognise,  from  the  very  first,  that  a  senons  danger 
threatened  it,  nnd  tliat  this  danger  was  none  the  einaller  be- 
cause the  attack  proceeded  from  nameless  ''individuals.*' 
There  are  tliingn  of  which  it  ie  riglitfuUy  »aid:  if  men  will 
hold  tlieir  tongue*,  tho  Btoncfl  will  cry  oat  Benjamin 
Lnndj  and  Lloj-d  Garri^m,  the  nameless  ones,  with  small 
echool  training,  cast  as  boys  into  practical  life,  without 
friends  and  n-ithont  money,  would  hardly  have  thrown  thcin> 
selves  ngainBt  the  "flood**  of  the  public  opinion  of  tliunortji, 
and  faced  the  angry  stofin  of  the  Bonth,  were  it  not  tliat 
tilitvery  In  the  United  6tate6  had  come  to  he  one  of  these 
things,  or  nag  destined  to  become  one  of  them,  in  tjie  very 
near  fntnre. 

The  time  was  favorable  to  tlie  alwHtiontsta.  Beginning 
with  about  the  year  1825.  the  mriona  Protoatant  chnrches 
wero  taken  poBseseion  of  hy  an  nnqiiiet  spirit  RenvaU 
wei-e  the  order  ot  tlic  day.  Home  and  foreign  mIft»ion8  were 
oiganixed  with  sneh  zeal,  and  on  such  a  scale,  that  one  might 
have  thought  lhi«i  rnrth  wan  to  be  conquered  for  honvon  by 
one  mighty  aseanU.     From  the  pnlpit*  it  wns  proclaimed 

wf  rnid:  "  Thb  [an  article  wliich  apfy^arMl  a  tfw  wook*  pTCTiom  in  tJie 
'  Kaitinnal  IntfllliocDoer *]  wu  the  9nt  intiiiuitira  I  hiulof  lia  I'Tbolib- 
cntor'a'l  oxM^Rce.  UpoainqniriniitiiiODsniyMHaiUMlnatRw,  I  Irunt 
tbal  locli  a  pnp«r  wiu  printeil  in  thi*  town— but  bo  tadividnal  within  llie 
imtaM«t«  t«fl«fa  of  thia  inqniiy  ham  bmca  it  .  .  .  Upon  fnrlber  in- 
qatij,  I  lave  not  aaccrtained  (ho  name  of  oa;  pencm  who  talm  it  .  ,  . 
I  a»  tolil  thnt  it  b  lUpportMl  chiefly  bf  the  ttve  oalomi  peopl?.  .  .  .  H 
i>  •dited  b;  nn  individual  who  lonaeriy  livod  to  BalUnMve."  Ntloa,  XLV, 
p.tt 
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tbftt  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  wn*  approaching  in  gntt  glory. 
sitod  imaginations  saw  aJreadj  tbe  "dawn  of  the  miUen- 
The  doctrine  of  Hopkins  and  Edwards  on  the  neoee- 
eitj  of  ^  iminediaie  and  uncondidonal  repentance "  for  all 
sine,  f«Min«l  aoceptance  again,  and  it  was  scni-cely  possible  to 
do  enoagli  in  the  caune  of  the  faith.  Peace  conferenceis  were 
e&deavorin-^  to  rid  the  worid  of  tlie  cvile  of  war.    Temper- 

Iatiee  aociuties  or^uiscd  a  cru^^le  against  all  intoxivivtinf^ 
l>erfira|^.  and  endeavored  to  presn  ttie  arm  of  teiuiK>i'al 
anlhority  into  their  service,  It  fared  bard  with  tlieattr*  and 
Iott«ri<r4.  In  tlie  obscrvanoc  of  the  Sablmtli  neeorJing  to 
the  preecriptions  of  tlie  Old  Testament,  people  wished  to  go 
so  ^  as  to  proliibic  tbc  tmnsmissiou  and  distribution  of  tho 
mails  on  tJiat  holy  day.  Pablic  Icctnrus  on  tlic^c  and  kin- 
dred Knbjectji  woi"e  dclii'd-cd  ei'crv where.  lieligiouB  pujicra 
atul  periodicals  were  fomitlwl,  and  t\wy  t-xuited  tbougbl  and 
didcti&^ion  in  a  more  lasting  manner  thnn  the  other  mean»  of 
agitation.  The  political  prcis  also  entered  on  a  new  »tage 
of  derelopinent.  It  took  poesetieion  of  a  bri>ader  territury, 
and  assumed  a  more  dcmotiratic  character.    Witlioutccaising 

ito  bd  tho  guide  of  political  opinion,  it  bcenmc  the  organ  of 
that  opinion  to  a  greater  extent  tliaii  it  luiU  liithcrto  been; 
and  voices  from  among  tho  general  pubUe  ventured  more 
laid  more  fretpiently  to  s{>eak  through  dm  daily  papers. 
In  all  of  this  —  with  the  exception  of  what  we  have  said 
aboQt  the  press — there  was  mnchover-doiog,  and  mnch  that 
me  nnbcaltliy,  bnt  it  vas,  nororthclees,  evidence  of  intotieo 
[■occiipation  with  tlie  moral  problems  of  life.     It  wonid  liave 
en  yen/'  £trango»  indeed*  if,  spite  of  all  thi^,  no  one  i^liould 
»ve  propooed  the  abolition  of  slarery  as  a  national  problem, 
luac  it  was  a  nnircrsally  admitted  principle  of  constitn< 
Kanal  law.  that  the  constitution  hail  twmplelely  left  sJaverjr 
[tliC  clmnvnter  of  an  institution  ba^ed  on  the  municipal  law 
'  the  eovcral  alatciis,and  entirely  indcjiL'ndcnt  of  the  general 
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governmciit.  IL  is  tnic^  indoi>d,  that  the  i^rcat  majorl^ 
tho  population  of  the  uorthero  states,  in  their  nttitode  to- 
wards slavery,  rciu&iiicd,  to  the  laat,  of  tho  iiigcnuons  opinion 
that  moral  conrictions  might  be  absolutely  oontrollod  hy 
jioaitive  provisiors  of  law.  Wlien  now  fact*  began  to  prove 
the  amtrar}',  n  great  part  of  the  charclics  were  the  first  to 
join  thnt  iiinjorit^r  in  ttiniiitgagainst  the  nbolitiontHtA.  Bat 
tlicy  were  not  able,  any  inoru  than  Uic  politicinnft,  to  quench 
tlie  fire  whidi  itejr  had  heljied  to  kindle. 

Id  one  year,  Garrison  had  Found  ao  many  who  shared  hia 
views,  that  it  was  possible  to  found  the  "  New  England  Anti- 
Slavery  Society**  in  liostou.^  The  example  was  imitated  In 
other  stat«$.  The  movement  spread  so  rapidly  that  as  oarl^ 
as  December,  18^,  a  "natioual"  anti-slavery  oooventiOD 
could  be  held  hi  Philadelphia.  The  immediate  practical  re* 
Hulc  of  this  was  the  foundation  of  the  "AtnericHn  Anti- 
Slavery  Society."  It  introduced  iiaelf  to  the  public  with  a 
'•declaration  of  principles,"  which  constitutes  one  of  llie 
most  impoi-tant  boundary  marks  in  the  history  of  Uie  United 
States.  The  essence  of  tho  declaration,  tliat  is,  that  whicli 
maktM  it  such  a  boundary  mark,  may  bo  comprised  in  two 
simple  senlences;  "slavery  is  a  crime,"  and  alt  reasons  of 
expediency  for  its  perpetuation  are,  therefore,  eo  ipto  of  no 
force;  there  is  but  one  justifialtle  way  of  dealing  wiihaerime; 
uomploie  expiation  fur  it;  and:  tho  free  states  sliai-o  in  t]ie 
crime  and  tlieir  population  are  therefore  bound  lo  tiike  ac- 
tion;* *'the  whole  nation"  must  be  bi-ought  to  "immetliate 
repentajice." 

lu  these  principles  a  war  was  declared  against  slaverj 
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■/siinMr.  1832. 

ilbediletentaal^aetoiD  ih«  soUoodont  nod  ooDwqseiit  twopotitiotia, 
an  not  oiriag  bi>  ncicligVDOO  u  Ibe  lonn,  bat  eawod  Ijr  tlie  pccoliur  al^' 
tads  which  the  abcdUlooifti  awumsdatthiB  tttnstowardithBCOPBtitirtjonMl 
qunttaos. 
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icliieli  exelmM  tli^  (wKsilnlity  of  p«we;  it  was  to,  and  coald, 
end  onl^'  by  tUo  dciitruotion  of  oiio  or  the  other.' 

Hint  this  declamtion  of  war  proceeded  from  a  hntidPnl  of 
privitte  persons,  onpoied  to  wliom  wus  tlie  wliole  soiitli  in 
Aolid  phftlanx,  wss  of  decisive  importance  only  for  u  monseiit 
It  WBS  in  the  very  nntnre  of  the  institn tion  tlint  it  wiis  hrouglit 
face  to  iace  with  the  ipiestioa  of  exisU-'itco,  hy  such  a  con- 
fesflion  of  frnth.  With  the  acknowledgment  that  it  was  in- 
trinsically impossjhlo  to  reconcile  these  contraries,  the  end 
of  the  development  phase  liad  began,  einco  tonnodiate  be- 
tween tliemexlcrnnlly  vraft  stilt  postiihle.  The  autuul  intensi- 
fteation  uf  ilie^e  contrarida  lisd,  even  previonely,  not  stood 
fttill  R  moment;  hut  from'  tJiiB  time  forward,  the  recognition 
of  ihiik  fact  Iter-anie  necea»arily  and  nninterruptedly  deeper 
and  more  vridt^iiirviid. 

In  the  eame  joar  tliat  GarrUon  raised  the  standard  of  un> 
conditioiud  aUdilionii^in  in  Tlo!>ton,  an  cvt^nt  happened  in 
Virginia,  which,  from  the  opposife  wde,  caiilrlhatcii  jiower. 
fully  to  le:ul  the  i^lavei'y  qnestioii  over  into  it^  new  stage  of 
developmeiil.  In  Angiist,  lS31,an  nprising  of  slaves,  nndor 
llie  leadership  of  Xst.  Turner,  occurred  in  SoulliumpLon 
coQDty.  It  wns.  \towever,  quickly  subdued,  bnt  cost  the  life 
of  sixty-one  white  persons,  moMly  women  and  childrcD.' 
Tbe  excitement  ihrongliout  the  entire  south,  and  especially 

'G.  Smith  mid  ill  18:M,  to  &  meetiofc  of  aboIilJonitta:  "It  is  not  tain 
Aggolnd  that  vnt  hm  biukeD  out  between  tlie  iouth  oiitl  the  uarlh,  not 
oiilj-  to  W  tenaiiuUod.  I'oLiticnl  oixj  couuucrciol  hmo,  for  th«ir  own  pui^ 
poaet,  BR  induatnoinly  witirlng  to  restore  peace;  but  Uie  faux  tfaej-  oo- 
ocupUsh  wQl  bo  «n{>n4tiaJ  and  hollow.  Tnic  and  p(muuifn(  peace  con 
mljr  be  rcstorctl  br  rt:mor'un£  the  cauie  of  tlie  wur — tlmt  la.Rljtvrry.  It 
ctiuutt  fiTcr  be  oitaliliiJu^d  nn  uiy  other  term*.  Thf  «word.  now  <lmwu, 
viU  not  be  ibeatJbcd  until  tJic  deep  and  itntniiiDg  itain.  it  yruAfA  oat  irova 
«mt  nation.  It  ii  iillo,  criinimO.  to  qxiik  of  peace  on  any  other  teinu." 
\Vtbna.  RneaiMl  Pull.  t-b-..  I,  pp.  200,  Sfil. 

•Amuml menace «(  Goremor  Jkifd,otf  Decembers,  1931.  NiU«,XLI, 
P.9S0. 
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in  Virginia  and  the  states  oontigiioiiB  to  it,  ynss.  oat  of  all 
proportion  witii  the  nntuber  of  llie  victims  and  the  extent 
of  tlio  oonspintcy.  For  &  long  time,  the  imagination  of 
every  idle  boy  was  a  power  which  conld  pat  broad  tracts  of 
country  in  the  most  frightful  excitement.'  The  weightieet 
voicci;  permitted  thciosolvea  U>  bc  carried  atvay  by  intemperate 
advice  imd  cruel  threats.  Governor  Floyd  advised  thelegis- 
latnre  to  order  all  fi-ee  persons  of  color  out  of  the  stnte,  and 
tiie  Richmond  Whi^  declared  that  auotlior  nprietng  would 
dehver  i\\\  the  negroes  to  the  sword.' 

It  was  not  6o  diHictilt  to  account  for  tlie  fact  that  one 
bla^t  of  wind  sufficed  to  disturb  the  waters  to  tlie  veiy 
depths.  The  sontJiem  prtjss  and  (Jic  con-cspondonts  of 
northern  papers  liaatcited,  indeed,  to  assure  the  conntry  that 
the  iiisiirgciita  were  only  common  munlering  robbers.  Tur- 
tier's  trial,  however,  proved  that  ho  wtt»  a  roligions  fanatic 
who  lipHcvtjd  he  hud  been  called  directly  by  lieiiven  to  break 
the  clialns  of  his  enslaved  brothers  by  ract?  nidi  fire  and 
Kwonl.  Floyd,  in  hiii  raoAsago  to  the  legislature,  gave  im- 
portarit  testimony  to  show  that  this  was  tlie  tintiiral  cxplana* 
tion  of  the  Southampton  tragedy.  lie  accused  the  negro 
preachers  of  t>cing,  in  the  fir^t  place,  the  inetigiitors  of  die 
"fipirit  of  revolt;"  uidwoeof  opinion  that,  in  the  inturest  of 

■  Niles  irntn,  in  hu  3l«t  Doraber.  of  tho  IStli  of  October,  1831:  "Tlif 
lovrrr  part  of  the  lUte  of  D«^aware  and  the  aijjawnt  puita  of  Uie  eodcm 
abora  «f  MutIumI.  have  been  much  agitated  b;  appnboBaioafl  of  a  Brrrilp 
itmnn'ctiQii.  niwl  a  gpoA  iniuiy  pfinons  oF  color  were  arrested  —  man/  ex- 
preMPA  Bcntoff  for  arnM  otid  nu>ii,  and  awful  rcitorta  w«n>  hi>a)>»d  Dfon  one 
anotliFi  bjr  fnar!  ThiTV  doet  not  iippi«r  to  liuvu  broi  thtr  Icut  fouadatioa 
for  tfaieexcitPtnoiit— bnt  lbi>  <>iuo  with  whirb  it  was  tnticod  up  altom  a 
moatanhkppjnrtotcof  aodetjr."    XLT,  p.  131. 

•Ewuthe  moflorate  NilrM  wiil«i.  inliii  "R^^itsTr"  "Tltniilpainrevan* 
tluU,  bccaua"  of  tb^  Vtntilo I'v-nU  in  .Soi)Lhnin|>l««,tbc  wliitR  pOpnlatiOD. 
lit  caM  of  IitcQ  oiitnirni  in  futim*,  mil  ri-tjJinIr  liy  in  iiidiiaiininate 
ilaugMer  of  the  bbidn — uultneh,  «a  Uunk,  will  probably  Uke  pbce!" 
XLt.p.19. 
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the  public  gooi],  their  months  shoiilti  hv  closed.'  And  tie 
ras  not  Uio  oiilj  i>erioii  tliat  lielii  ihin  view.  Nile*  writes: 
It  ii  to  be  Qjiprelioncled  they  will  be  prettj  generallv  de- 
prived of  the  opportonity  of  relifjious  instriicHon.*  *    Tliia 

juritla^prcad  conviction,  that  tlie  coimilationa  of  tlie  Savior  of 

[ i^nnen  must  turn  into  the  £eed  of  tlie  dragon  in  the  henrtH  of 
the  "  bnrthened  and  heavily  laden,**  was  a  frightful  commcn- 

itaryou  the altugi.il  patriarchal  character ufslavpn-,  Orauting 
that  it  n-as  as  the  south  aaeumed,  and  thai  the  great  niajnrit>'  of 

I  the  BJa\*es  dung  with  cliildlike  attachment  to  their  masterA  — 
of  what  availed  that  fact  in  view  of  eiich  a  conviutiout  The 
iu»titutlun  uiust  have  been  all  the  niuru  execrable,  all  tiie 
more  horrible,  if  notwitli8tanding  this,  the  motion* of  a  branch 
or  the  riutlingof  adiy  leaf  could  excite  Midden  termi'  in  nam- 

Iberlefts  breasts.  Governor  Ilnyrie,  (if  t^iuth  Carolina,  ad- 
tnitted  titat  slavery  comjielled  the  state  to  be  c^mtiniially 
ift 


iftrmed.*     Brodnax  cried  out  in  the  legiKlaturc  of  Virginia 


p"  Life  becomes  a  burden  if  men  are  foix-ed  to  lock  their  doora 

rat  night,  and  open  lliem  in  the  morning  to  receive  their  ser- 

vanU  to  light  their  fires,  with  pi»tols  in  their  Uaud^."    And 


*  "  Tho  public  good  reqiurea  Hie  negn)  prnchen  to  be  alcnccd.  who. 
FhU  of  i^nonmco,  are  iiica|nb1e  of  inculcating  anjthing  but  notions  of  lbs 

wtldmb  mpnatition,  thus  prcpuiiwc  6t  nutnimcatB  iu  thv  hiuiili  of  tkc 
fenlljr  aKitaton  li  dmtiujr  itio  public  tnmqiiilily."  Nil**,  .VLI,  ]>.  300. 
rlaad  DOW  (ottxKle  act  Qoij  the  slairci  but  rIw  ivw  ^vrtona  of  culor  to 
aiit  at  a  relifioua  mwtiiiK.  iinlnn  fucli  niei-Linif  wjdt  led  by  a  wlut^  or< 
(daine^  prv»Ji^,  or  bf  a  white  man  nuthwised  1>;  mteh  a  prpu/:lier  to  lead 
Skntdiuf  iJi'J  Luirsof  Marjlaiid.  iu  relation  to  the  uolored  Fopolatiou 
IheiiUdF',  iUd.  p.  217.  iialtiniarA  luid  Annaiulu  only  were  omaiited 
Ftnun  obedicBce  to  tliu  ]iniviaion<  and  einveliolilere  ini|[)it  uUow  dieir  al&iet 
\Jto  bavQ  finj-n*  in  commoQ. 

•ibiii.,  p.  ino. 

*  "A  (tnto  of  militaiy  prDpamtion  most  alwari  be  iritli  ub  a  state  ot 
.  dotaeitic  i>?cuntT.    A  pmfoand  pmcc.  and  ooiiaoiiiiciitaiMtiqr,  auyr 

\nfattt  ua  to  tho  itaajpr  of  domif^tic  iiuurvvK^on."     Mmcagv  of  Oov. 
'  t«  tlio  l>>xuUluK  <4  Soqtli  CaroLiDU,  IH^. 
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Ntles  complainwl:  " Thoosands of  mothers,  wliile  tremliling 
for  llieir  own  Bafety,  press  their  inf»nt«  more  closely  to 
tlieir  bosoine,  feeling  tliat  what  had  bapj)ened  in  Sontliamp- 
toii  may  Imppen  to  themselveg,"  This  "  may  "  weighed  like 
all  Alp,  u'berevur^lliera  were  slave::),  on  the  tninda  of  the 
people,  nnd  again  for  a  moment  tore  nw&y  tho  DOtwork  of 
eopbiiilry  whtuli  had  heen  woven  blacks  and  thicker  about 
tlie  imtitution. 

It  was  owing  to  a  fiivumble  accident  that  at  tlie  uitne  time 
the  legislature  dE  Virginia  waa  forctsd  by  nnotlier  eaaaa  to 
enpiufo  in  an  uiiroserved  discnssion  of  tlie  slavery  question. 
In  the  mouutainoiis  west  of  the  state  there  were  only  few 
slaves.  HiAiee  thero  prevailed  there,  for  a  cousidnrable  time. 
great  di^aatiefnction  becaaso  the  qnota  of  rcpresentAtion  in 
the  legislature  was  estimated  according  to  the  a^re^te 
[lopulatioii.  The  plautatioii-ownere  of  the  eastern  flat  ooun- 
try,  who  constitute!]  only  a  Htnall  minority  of  the  white  pop- 
ulation, wnro  by  this  means  insured  the  rule  of  the  couiitij. 
The  convention  callod  to  effect  a  timely  trans foruiatiun  of 
the  constitntion,  in  the  year  182^-1830,  afforded  Oiede«ii«d 
opportunity  for  an  off.)rl  to  break  the  prepoiuieratit  jKiwer 
of  this  aristocracy.  The  dolejples  of  tho  wi^tcrn  and  mid- 
dle counties  confidently  hoped  for  victory.  But  the  8orri«d 
ranks  of  the  planters,  the  bearers  of  the  oldest  and  proudest 
names  of  Virginia,  showed  themselves  in  the  end  too  strong 
for  the  innovators.  They  could  not  succeed  even  in  having 
the  white  popniation  made  the  Iwisis  of  representation  for 
tho  lioiise  of  reprotienlatires.  In  the  compromise  which  vtw- 
Hnnlly  effected,  a  definite  principle  waa  wanting  as  a  firm 
biisi?,  oud  noitli'.T  party  was  eatisfiod. 

Tliis  disposition  had  not  yet  died  out  when  Turner,  by  way 
of  addition,  cast  an  argnmont  of  fearfnl  weight,  bawxl  on  the 
bloody  6c«nes  at  Sontharapton  into  tiie  Bcidc  of  the  defenied 
democnta.    Tliey  now,  in  tho  session  of  1831-1832,  resumed 
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Ibft  fight  with  redoubled  energy,  and  eitemled  their  attack 
nlong  the  wholi*  line  of  their  enemies.  Thoni.-ui  JefFei'Son 
Rjindol|ih,  a  grandson  of  Jofferaon,  raadfe  a  motion  tliat  a 
ooininittee  ghoald  be  Appointed  to  inrestlg»te  the  siiitable- 
nesai  of  a  gradual  eiuaucipattou  of  all  s^ve^.  and  tu  report 
to  the  house  on  it  Tiie  debates  lasted  wveral  weck«,  and 
the  whole  Union  followed  them  with  riveted  attentiou. 
Powell  excellently  described  their  chai-acter,  without  per- 
ceiring  bov  severe  a  judgment  he,  in  doin^^^o,  pa^^ed  on  his 
own  party.  "In  listeniDg  to  an  uiinhttratned  disc^uKnion 
upon  a  subject  on  which  we  are  accustomerl  to  hrenthe  our 
opinions  with  the  lowest  whisper,  I  feel  that  1  am  in  a 
dreain."  Well  indeed  might  it  seem  Ilkeadi-oam,  to  hear 
slavery  denounced  once  more  in  the  ]egis1»ture  of  Virgiota, 
wjtii  a  pathoii  Hiicli  as,  outside  of  the  small  circle  of  aholi- 
tioniftts,  scarcely  any  one  in  the  free  states  liad  dared  to  de- 

Inonnce  it.  "Tax  oar  lands,  vilify  our  country,  carry  the 
tword  of  extermination  through  our  now  defeiiBeleiB  villages, 
bnt  spare  ue,  I  implore  you  —  spare  ns  the  cnvse  of  slavery, 
that  bitterest  drop  from  thechalice  of  the  dcHtroyiug  angel." 
The  all-ombracing  question  was  illuminaterl  from  ever}'  side, 
bnt  throughout,  the  greatest  weight  waii  attaclied  to  the  disas- 
troBB  oonseqnenoes  of  slavery,  and  of  these  again  the  greatest 
uress  was  laid  on  the  ooonomic.  Marshall  said  that  for  the 
slares*  Bake,  the  abolition  of  slavery  wne  not  at  all  desirable; 
-hat,"  lie  wtnt  on,  ''it  is  ruinous  to  the  whites;  retards  im- 
provemont,  roots  out  an  industrious  popnlalion,  banishes 
the  yeomanry  of  the  country,  deprives  the  spinner,  the 
wearer,  the  »initli,  IIk:  shocuiakcr,  tlic  carpenter,  of  employ- 
ment and  support.  This  evil  admits  of  no  remedy,  it  is  in- 
ereasing,  and  will  continue  to  increase,  until  tlie  whole  state 

■  will  be  inundated  with  one  black  wuve  covering  her  whole 
extern,  with  a  few  while  faces  here  and  there  Aoating  on  the 
rerfaoc"* 

*  Wilun.  Rue  and  Fall  of  the  Slave  Powor.  t,  p.  201. 
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But  the  ptlin  in  tlie  wliole  delate  was  carried  nway  1*7 
James  McDowell,  bj  the  cnim  liiptdity  wllli  wliicli  liu  en- 
deavored to  follnvr  the  essential  nnlure  of  the  "trnggle  to 
Its  lon'cst  depths.  The  dirtj  Kubtcrfu;^  which  was  u  old 
B8  tho  slavery  qtic^ton  itself,  that  B  more  fnTomlile  moment 
rntiEt  hv-  sn-iiitci),  ho  mot  with  the  luscrtiou  that,  uiilu«9  the 
evil  were  now  ntiaoked  bj  legislative  meHnn,  it*  mmovnl 
wonld  linve  to  tstko  place  amid  conviiI^ionR.'  Fur  tluit 
slavery  liiut  iiltimntvly  to  come  to  an  end,  in  tlio  one  tr&y  or 
the  other,  there  could  be  no  queetton,  because  it  la  Itupos- 
nbto  to  reconcile  the  «Iave  to  his  fi»te.'  Tlio  inflexible  non 
ponumns  xvhU  wWtc\i  it  was  thought  to  opiioso  an  unsur- 
paeeablo  limit  to  every  attempt  at  a  rational  and  let^l  solu- 
tion of  the  qutAlion,  was  completely  worn  out;  the  right  of 
property  cnniiot  be  an  nbeoliite  one,  but  mast  find  its  Umita- 
tion  in  the  hijjlicr  dumiinds  of  the  univuval  giiod.' 

'" A momily  Ux  nctiug  .  .  .  odati  dow, onlcn  va  are impani 
to  •umsdor  OTftrj_liop«  of  l»gUlatJT«  remedy  hnH  pfttifntlj  c6intait  Vtt- 
■clra  (o  ihe-  {imkm  of  L-onralalon."  S|)racb  ol  J.  BIoDovroll  Ea  Uie  Tlripnia 
Honae  ol  Didegsitet,  Juatmj  31, 1832.  p.  18. 

* "...  A  •laro  m  Um)  moN  unlwppy  tu  b«  if  Ibe  nan  indnlfed. 
Introduce  him  step  after  step  into  ttio  liuotukdIi  of  that^iatatc  tram  wUdi 
Ew  hu  fiillMi,  mmI  jnM  pTDclum  to  him  Uuit  ho  is  nerw  la  res»in  it,  oad 
his  heart  n-jivta  evi-iyfumrbul  iht  fitvornliicli  is  dcnioL  A«  jog  benefit 
hi>  eslnrms]  lyiml-.tinn.  tlim,  yaa  do  nnt  bMtAT  httn  aa  a  al:trt>;  bat.  wiU 
teelintn  of  itl<:mt^'^l  dmooal«iit,  yim  Trnprmrr  h»  tntrllret,  nnd  H^rviif  fs- 
anas?  Nrfh  hw  diopmili'Mi  uid  hi*  oqxidty  for  the  puqww  of  nwc^ntnimt 
Dvpcad  upun  it,  tW,  Uut  hv  wSl  -am  lu<  capodtr  for  bucli  {lurt'ieMw  —  that 
tba  tiaiB  of  thJiiRf  Khk'h  ve  boMt  of  oa  Uie  cviik-ucit  t^  our  Uitmnniiy,  is 
not  th»  rtat*  of  thiofr*  to  bo  trusted  in."  And  il  «-a«  jusl.  v»  impciwiWp  ta 
Main  Om  dcnrcd  Mvl  bj  Otfi  oppotite  rood.  "  Yoii  may  po!  liim  iinihrr 
uy  ]vmonBwbicb,wil]Mnitdeatrortn7hiiTalooita  nglin?.  wiU  dehaMaad 
crash  liinu  n  tatioaal  imag — joii  loajdo  thit,  aiiJtbe  idea  tluU  ba  ma 
boni  to  bv  fnw  will  lurnro  il  all."    llMd.,  pp.  19,  '*!). 

•"TbepntiOopiwpwtjr  .  .  .  whidi  »  atoto  allow*  to  bo  held  bj  its 
citiMaM,  initit  conMal  with  ibo  Renenl  end  for  whidi  Uni  Mato  itn-lf  i«  rpv 
■iMl;  mmt  l»  bdil  na>l4T  th«  lewmd  and  ti(<o»M«rr«inil)Mo>n,  that  [Lit 
not  to  be  iimxliKUvo  gl  pablia  daadnuitag*,  oc^  Ifaal  if  it  bo,  tlud.  tltaa  it 
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debfttee,  even  up  to  nnd  after  tlic  be^nnlng  of  tlw 
«iyi]  war,  rcmainrci  a  linliTiy  with  the  partisans  of  tlic  sooth 
in  the  nortli.  TTiev  wniild  fnin  have  seen  in  them  an  irrcdi- 
tiihlo  proof  that  Virginia  was  removed  only  one  short  step 
from  the  resolve  to  aboli;*]!  slaven-  gratlnally,  anil  they  de- 
clared themselveB  convinced  that  it  would  ha%-e  taken  the 
■tep,4lnring  tlie  next  snccceiling  years,  were  it  not  that,  Id 
>Rseqiience  of  a  righteous  indignation  at  the  abolition  agi- 
tation, a  revolution  in  public  opinion  hig  with  l^to  wan  pro- 
duced. Hut  liic  aesertioD  was  repeated  so  frequently,  that 
even  other  circlea  begaa  to  half  believe  in  ite  corrcctncaa. 
Bat,  in  reality,  it  is  in  anch  glaring  contrwlictiim  witli  the 
facts,  that  it  is  difliciilt  to  amvincc  onc'»  self  that  we  have 
to  do  with  a  misunderstanding  of  the  facts,  and  not  with  a 
littreriicotl  distortion  of  them.  Not  Virginia,  but  "West  Vir- 
ginia, in  whirJi  slavery  dragged  ont  only  a  wretched  and  ar- 
litidid  life,  Btriiggled  with  honest  zeal  for  cinaiicipatlon. 
Between  the  two  halves  of  the  gtate  them  existed  a  conflict 
of  imcrests,  and,  thervfitre,  also  of  views,  which  hero  clajshed 
really  oae  wiih  the  other.  This  conflict,  even  if  it  was  for 
lime  leea  apparent,  never  die<I  ont  entirely,  and  it  made 
it  felt  in  thu  mntit  t^trlhlng  manner  at  the  inomentof  the 
ireach  between  the  north  and  the  south.  The  abolition  agi- 
tioD  had  neitJier  now  nor  later  exerted  any  influence  on  the 
decision  of  this(]tie«tion;  it  only  served  to  Iiclp  those  slavo* 
erata  to  ioinewliat  grenter  clearness,  who  had  liitherto  very 
incoeMfiilly  deceived  themselves  with  lies.  This  middle 
;y  decided  the  battle,  and  they  decidrd  it  in  favur  of  the 
vocrats,  which  could  not  have  been  otherwise.  It'DoweU, 
d  those  who  thought  like  him,  were  very  much  deoeivedj 
they  expected  any  snccesa  from  tlieir  speeches.  The  time 
hen  elavelioldert  were  open  to  argnment  wan  long  since 

I  tlie  taix  fulueol,  to  tbe  state,  of  reuimptwn  or  mttaint"    Had., 
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parsed.  Many  of  tliem  were  yet  so  ficnsitivo  to  tho  titilla- 
tioii  of  rliBtoni:  timt  lliey  even  HnrpaeeKti  tliu  |iutliu6  of  their 
opponents,  but  nctual  circumstancee  weighed  so  heavily  on 
tbcin  tliat  tliuy  would  not  have  nttcmphnL  even  tlio  tilightest 
resietance.  They,  in  the  aauie  breaUi,  called  elarery  the 
"milduw"  which  would  iiocossvily  deeti-uy  nil  life,  and  d«- 
cISkTod  the  ric;lit  of  property  of  masters  in  their  slaves  to  be 
inviolable.  The  iiuprcsdioii  which  the  Southnuiploii  masfiacre 
had  mado  on  this  kiud  of  i»xjplc  —  at  tlie  time  the  great  ma- 
jority  of  the  popiilntion  of  the  slave  stalefi  —  was  wiped  ont 
OS  ra]>idly  as  it  hiid  been  violent.  The  Ierr<>r  of  the  etorm 
wa&  eliakon  off  witli  the  last  eoho  of  the  tliiindcr.  They 
now  cwhnly  philosophized  over  the  pepfoution  in  fact  of  the 
protection  of  the  honee  agninot  slnrmit  and  the  olementSt 
and  violently  denounced  the  iinsulicilcl  friends  who  contin* 
ued  tu  talk  of  tlit;  necesKitv  of  h  condiictitr  to  lead  the  ti^ht- 
nin}^  awny,  after  tliey  had,  the  moment  before,  clamored  for 
it  BO  aiixion»ly  theniBelves.'    From,  this  to  the  clinrge  that  it 

'  Thnt  tbb  deMrijitioD  »  not  cxiteiffimtMl,  we  aaj  prove  by  Kilet,  wbo 
is  atw»7i  reaurvwl  OJid  moderate,  tn  the  article,  alnad;  freqoAiitly  dtai, 
of  iha  lUh  oE  October,  1831  (XLI.  pp.  130,  131),  we  n»d:  -  Frve  labor 
and  slave  labor u^uinot abide  toirether.  .  .  .  SiuhuUietriitb — andil 
will  Tcoch  tho  bcftrt  and  home  of  cveij  oao  intcredcd,  thnnigli  eobtr  nAK- 
tJon.  or  m  &ightful  DCMultj.  .  .  .  Let,  Chen,  tlin  •oundt'vt  licada  aod 
bsrt  hoortM  of  Uto  itntiOB  be  cngngixl  to  build  up  9om*  pmctieable  prq)Mt 
ffliiohahnlt,  at  OBUC  afford  tlie  bope  of  Mcuricy  to  white  (lenotu  and  oxteod 
the  prwpcvt  of  an  aaMtiaraldd  condition  to  Lho  hIuvm.  .  .  .  Tliae  an 
men  whwe  voices  would  ha  heard — whuee  loond  wa»e  and  eetoUinlie^I  pa- 
tiiotism  iMxild  rcqu^ti  niun;  of  the  moBt  obdtnute  and  compel  them  to  reflect, 
uaderaa  awful  owumnoo  of  ovcnta  thai  must  flow  from  ao  odhcimcc  lo  the 
pn>wnt  tints  at  thiiiux.  But  still,  oertaio  '  would  Dot  believe  thoush  one 
■cow  from  tiv)  d«ai],'  to  admoiuch  them — tor  there  nn  some  «ho  mtut 
f«e1  hetoratlKy  reasoB.'*  And  on  the  2&tliaC  Febranry,  1833,  he  write* : 
"  But  the  ■oathem  people  will  not  ■gree  to  be  'taxed '  to  pty  for  what 
Ihey  regard  u  their  own  property  —  ud  wUL  indeed,  geoomllj  miat  the 
adoptioa  of  anjr  misuDre  which  looks  to  Uio  filial  eitinction  of  negio  aUwij 
in  the  United  Statu.    Thej  love  tbeii  alaree.  aod  nj  tbeir  aUres  l«v« 
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wai  only  llie  iinfortnDate  And  criminal  talk  of  the  fonner 
which  had  [iruvuked  Ltie  duiiger,  tliere  were  only  a  tew  etcpfi. 
Governor  l-'loyd  bad  from  the  first  gone  tliim  far.  Tlio 
ineeaage  of  the  6tb  of  Deceiober  directly  calls  tUe  <•  fanatics  " 
of  the  neighboring  tUites  the  prcsniDnbte  oi-igiuntoi-s  of  the 
conspiracy.'  "Wlio  were  meant  by  tlie  '*  (iiiiatif^  "  was  natiir- 
ally  understood  etguidly  well  in  the  north  unit  the  M»iith.  Iliit 
this  was  not  oJl;  denimciAtion  broke  out  jiiet  as  vioit^utly  ia 
the  north  ns  in  the  suutb.  Hatred  for  tlm  aboUtioaUts  wag 
ouly  just  bf^uiiing  in  the  soulh;  in  the  north,  on  the  com 
trar^,  ttie  fanaticism  of  r]iiicrt  was  ali^cady  fully  developed. 
Even  in  the  fir^t  number  of  the  Lil^rat<yr,(i:irri?4in  declareB 
tliat  a  greater  revoltilion  in  pubUc  opinion  had  to  bo  aocom- 
plisbod  in  tlie  north  than  in  the  sonth.  "  Uerc,"  he  ^ye, 
**I  found  eonti'rapt  more  bitter,  detraction  more  reltntlesR, 
prejudice  more  »-tubl>om,and  apathy  more  fi-oxoii  tlutn  among 
slave-owners  themselves."*  People  fi-oni  ditferent  quarters 
hutetied  to  eslnbli^h  the  tnith  of  tbia  cutting  cbur^'u  by  reach* 
iogont  tlieir  liunds  with  imbt-'cilo  greed  for  tbu  tnobt  terrible 
frait  which  slavery  had  ri|)ened  in  the  land  of  fn>e<)oin. 

OiKo.  We  do  not  we  any  reaun  why  tliOM  who  an  nob  alaveholilns 
■hoold  proa  this  ratgect.  to  Mparate  penona  wbo  ate  w  inach  attached  to 
oad  oauUiei' —  *-J  mnUull;  adwntAgOoiu — so  happy  uid  cont«nt««l.  Wa 
only  iiTttAU:.  by  RuHmog  our  teeliags  to  outer  into  thit  question.  .  .  . 
Weiu«iwtfuroV'lritiIiii|fOuriorrioei<iD  thoM  vhfl  ecomfuUf  n^ecl  tliun, 
and  woulJ  wi-->h  tJiein  to  '  maitags  iheor  own  coaceras  in  their  own  iray. ' 
We  Rhall  do  the  «une."    Ibid.,  p.  472. 

'  Then  is  tniufa  raaion  U)  believe  that  tbo  ipirit  of  imuTiQctioii  wui  not 
coqSiikI  to  SoutfaunpUon.  .  .  .  From  the  documents  which  1  berewitb 
iag  bafM*  you.  tltere  ii  too  much  reaaon  to  tiebeve  tlioite  plant  aC  Irtjuon, 
iaMunetkiB  and  murder  havu  been  dongoed,  plaimcJ  aud  matured,  by 
unrarttained  tamUici  in  some  of  the  n«ghboriiig  etAtai,  who  find  fiuibttn 
in  diflb^Uiting  their  yif^n  and  pliui*  amongct  oar  popalatiDn,  either 
tJuDuiiH  the  poU.  ofllos,  cor  by  tmvntii  tent  for  that  purpoic  throuubout  our 
tMfitoty."    Ibid.,  p.  350. 

*VrilMa,  BiseaadFBU.elc,  t.  p.  182. 
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In  those  stormy  debates  in  the  legislature  o(  Virginia, 
after  Turner's  iiimirrL-ctJun,  Moore,  one  of  llic  most  fiery  ad- 
vocates  of  i?ninncij>ati<m.  tleclarwl  it  to  be  a  peremptory 
deinnni]  of  slavery  that  tho  "Ignorance  of  IiIa  [tbe  master's] 
alftTca  "  slidiilfl  1h3  "  as  profonnd  as  possible."  That  thU  waa 
really  systematically  aimed  at  In  the  etave  states  has  not 
lieen  donieJ.  Tlic  rusiionsiUility  for  tliia,  also,  it  was  songht 
to  tlimw  upon  tlie  abolition i*ta,  tlirougli  whoso  agitation 
alone  ibest!  precautionary  measures  became  necefisary.  llow 
c«mplot«ly  iiiiteriBblo  this  daim  is  i»  shown  by  tlie  Bn|>cr- 
ficial  examination  of  Jndge  Sti-oml's  book,  Sketch  of  the  Slave 
Laws,  which  appvureJ  iu  13^7.*  It  is,  however,  ucqucntion- 
ablo  that  about  this  time  fresli  tneaaares  vero  taken  by  legis- 
lation to  bnit!i!ij«;  the  slaves,  and  it  is  certain  that  aliolitioii- 
iao)  ooutrihutoil  targt-ly  to  bring  this  about.  Tlio  abolition- 
ists  eTiould  be  the  la^t  to  hesitate  to  admit  this,  for  nothing 
can  bear  louder  or  more  irrefutable  testimony  for  iheni  than 
this  effect  of  tlielr  agitation.  In  N'ortli  Carolina,  in  1830, 
it  was  forbidden  to  teach  a  slave  to  read,  niuler  penalty  nf 
$^00.*  Aliout  tlie  same  time,  a  law  of  the  same  import  was 
passed  in  Georjiia.  which,  besides,  threatened  the  circulation 
of  Incendiary  documents  trith  death.'    In  1S33,  Uie  senate 


*  We  ts&r  here  bneflrrefni:  to  some  of  Uie  older  lam.  In  1740,  in  Soalh 
Cuotina,  It  wu  forbidden  tA  touh  a  liaTS  to  teod,  atiAer  a  penalt;  oC  mi* 
huuJnd  pouuis  sterliav.  A.  i>.-3alt]r  4f  twenty  i»uoda  stciLiim  «u  at- 
tadied  to  tlie  nine  aim*  n  Qeor^a-  A  lav  ot  Vtncinis  of  tin  year  1819, 
deekml  all  m«iliB|i>,  "eitlicr  in  tlu  dar  or  oigfai,  uadcr  irkatn«v«r  pr»- 
text,"  in  vhich  Kadinf  or  writing  mn  taught  to  alares,  iinlawtut,  and  tli« 
joitiee  of  the  peace  taigHt  aent^nee  l^e  paitidpanta  to  as  aunjr  a>  txrentj 
•faolna  ot  tlie  b«h.  Whoever  in  Satrannah  tauttht  reading  or  writing  to  a 
«olofod  penon.  "tlave  or  free."  wo^  fined  thirty  dollars.  If  tb«  grnUj 
penoa  ma  coloivd,  h«  rvcaived,  1>«ai<l<M,  Ifauir-nuM  vtrolwt  o4  tbe  bak 
(1918).    Q«0(kll.TtwAmeTiauiShiV«Code,pp.&]M21. 

•Jar.  L«tt«r  Ut  Biihop  |T(M,  MtK.  Writ,  p.  408. 

*Kila,XXXVlI,  P.U1. 
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of  Sontli  Carolina  pn<isecl  a  bill  of  the  following  tenor:*  A 
white  person  who  tmiglit  a  slave  or  a  froc  person  of  color  to 
re«d  or  write,  was  Sued  $100  and  sentenced  to  aix  months' 
imprisonment;  n  free  person  of  color,  guilty  of  tlie  eame 
crime,  was  fined  $.iO  «nd  reeeived  50  Ptmltw  of  thalaah;  if 
a  slave  were  the  guilty  party — (tliis  was  also  applicjible  in 
the  case  of  parcnt«  in  relation  to  tlieir  children)  —  the  only 
pnnishraent  was  50  etrokee  of  the  lafih.  No  elavo  and  no 
froo  person  of  color  waa  henceforth  to  he  permitted  to  proacli 
or  to  deliver  lectures.  While  persona  were  allowed  to  preach 
or  lecture  before  slaves  or  free  pereona  of  color  only  in  the 
pre«enoe  of  at  least  three  white  slaveholders.' 

These  examples  GufBce.  All  slave  states,  and  especially  all 
plantation  stateft,  harbored  to  a  greater  or  lesser  cirteot  the 
tsaiae  principle,  that  every  ray  of  light  *lionld  bo  kept  from 
the  miads  of  the  slave,  and,  as  far  as  po?.sible,  from  tlie  minds 
evan  of  the  free  person  of  color.  There  is  evidence  enough 
to  show  what  revolting  effects  this  endeavor  produced.  But 
^moat  re\'utttug  of  all,  tlie  free  north  also  began  to  fool  it  its 
laty  to  make  it  imjMidsible  for  persons  of  color  to  rise  to  an 
exiatenoe  wortliy  of  human  beings. 

New  Haveo,  the  seat  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  im- 
portant higher  instituCiona  of  learning  in  the  countr)',  gave, 
BO  for  as  the  sourceeatTnycommand  afford  any  information, 
the  ai^al  for  the  cmsade  against  the  cdueationnl  cndenvora 
of  people  of  color.  In  June,  1«31,  a  convention;  of  free  per- 
flODi  of  color  in  Fhilndelpbia  resolved  on  the  establishment 
of  a  college  which  should  afford  boys  and  young  men  of 
tlieir  race  an  opportnnity  to  pursue  "classical  studies "  while 
they  were  at  the  same  time  instructed  in  agricnlture,  or  in  ft 
trado,  and  might  meet  the  cost  of  tliis  higher  schooling  by 


I   '  Ai  I  li&T«  no  collection  of  the  rtate  kwa  at  haai,  it  ia  iinponiblo  for  me 
In  «f  wbetfaer,  or  to  what  eiteot,  these  piovuiooi  of  Law  were  modified. 
■NOo,  XLV.  p.  9B8. 
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their  own  work.  Xew  Haven  was  cliwen  u  the  prospective 
sent  of  thu  institution.  This  indnced  the  mayor  and  itidcr- 
men  to  call  iin  cxtraordiDsry  towo  inoottog  on  tlie  lOlh  o( 
Sopteinbor.  Tiie  meetJtig  gave  tliom  a  rata  of  tliuiika  nnd 
resolved  "to  rc.»l*r,  ...  by  ei'cry  lawful  iiioiuut,  the 
establialttm^nt  orn  colle^  .  .  .  to  cdiiCAtc  tlio  colored 
popnlotiiin,"  ns  "incompatible  with  the  ]>n»Bi)erity,  if  not 
the  exiiitonco,  <*(  the  present  iriHlitutioiiti  ut  learning,"  aad 
"as  deslruclixe  of  the  best  inle!-«*t3  of  the  city."  Hesides, 
it  was  argued,  "  tlie  fcuindiiig  of  uolk'ges  fur  educating  colorad 
people  ii  iiti  iiiiwfiiTUiitablo  and  ditngeruiis  interference  with 
the  interiiiil  coiiuenia  of  the  other  i>tiit(%,  nnd  ought  lu  be  din- 
eonragod." ' 

This  exmnple  found  imitntora.  In  Cantcrbnry,  Connecti- 
cut, a  Mitis  Pi-iideiice  Craudall  had  fcniided  an  institute  &r 
girls.  After  a  time,  ^he  admitted  into  it  colored  girls,  also. 
Neither  tbewliitc  whulurs  nor  their  parents  en  lored  any  pro- 
test agaiimt  UtiK.  Hut  tlie  people  of  the  place  ^rcrc  deter- 
mined not  to  snfTcr  bucU  an  outrage.  When  all  means  of 
tDtdicioos  chicanery  u-crc  c\linniited,  ii  gront  agitation  WW 
begun,  and  a  hiw  was  paaaod  (Jtfay  24,  1SS3)  proliihiting  tlie 
establishment  of  schoola  for  persons  of  color  from  other 
states,  as  well  as  the  adtnis»ion  of  ouch  into  other  schoolst 
without  ihu  written  {wrtni^ton  of  a  ninjority  of  the  local 
aullioriltc^  and  selectmen.  Prudunco  CntU'lutl  was  cast  into 
prison  for  violation  of  tliis  law,  and  conKnod  in  n  cell  whidi 
had  been  occupied,  n  ^hort  time  before,  by  a  criniitinl  con- 
demned to  deiith.  The  caoO  wns  capried  to  tlio  higlicdl  court 
of  the  state,  the  court  of  errors,  and  its  decision  turned  on 
the  queetiou  of  the  constitntiotialitr  oC  the  law  of  the  S4th 
of  2iLiy,  i^'SS.  Thu  fir-tt  time  tlie  caw  was  tried  the  jurjr 
were  unable  to  agree  on  a  verdict.     Tlie  second  time,  the 

<  Stfl  Um  CDutulKKts  of  the  town  mectuis  *<><1  tlic  leplr  of  Uio  ng^  of 
tbe  cxunntioo,  in  Nilw,  XU,  pp.  83, 80. 
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jury  found  Prii(lon«!  Crandall  gniUy.  but  the  court  of  errora 
found  u  bacU  dovl"  til  e*ca]K>,  and  avoided  Biviiitj  a  decision 
or  an  opiiiioQ  on  the  conatituiioiulity  of  llic  law.    Cantor- 
bury  tlion  took  tiic  matter  into  its  own  \aud».    Aftur  un 
attempt  to  bnrn  the  sfhool  liad  tiiJal,  it  vraa  etiDniicd  vrith 
Ctonos  and  crowlwir*  on  tlic  iiight  of  i)lb  of  SepteiuWr,  1834. 
Hie  noble- hcartud  woninn   wlio  lind   etood  nnsliaken  for 
nearly  two  ycnrs  nj>«tiKt  the  igrorance  of  the  pbice  mid  of 
tlie  wliolo  stale,  now  aliataiiied  from  »]l  further  rcsietftiico; 
the  dny  wn»  won  by  tlio  priwts  of  niglit' 
Sliiirler  u-orlt  vrits  made  of  it,  in  a  siinilar  eoso,  iu  Canimn, 
^Xow  Ilnmjii^liiix'.     In  13s34,  a  college  was  C6tubli^brd  there, 
^Hlti  by-lau'8  of  which  prumii^cd  adiaittaiioe  to  all  u-ho  vtje 
^morally  aivd  iriMlt'ctiitilly  qiiatiliod  for  adiiiission.     A  town 
'^^ectinf^  rc*(ilved  to  liacc  no  inu-rttinive  wbntovcr  with  any 
Btne  who  |iertiisrud  in  the  attempt  to  establish  a  sdiool  in 
the  pIspQ  in  u'liich  only  pcniunii  of  color,  or  persons  of  color 
in  common  with  white  pcraiiis,  sli<"il<l  rect-ive  iiistruBtion. 
WltcUt  spitu  of  tbi»,  the  school  vms  0[ien<>d  tlie  follou'ing 
spring,  another  tu\m  ineeling  eliarj^d  a  couiiiuttou  witli  the 
duty  of  reniovinj;  it  by  force.     On  the  intli  of  August.  1835, 
liie  KnJldiii^  was  ni?:ed  to  tlio  gronnd  with  tbc  aid  of  nliout 

Plmndred  oxen,  iind  loft  there  a  mass  of  niins.     Not  one  of 
10  inpi'eitlnrs  (if  tjio  difgrnwfid  deed  was  bmiiglit  to  jiistioo.* 
lit  Kt^w  Turk,  the  riiiblttcrmeiit  ngiiin-tt  ibu  abulitioiiists 
liad  rcncliod  sneh  a  height,  the  year  before,  tltat  titer  hod  to 
Itc  in  constaiil  oxi>c-ctfttion  of  pei-soiwd  violence.     Wion,  on 
^^eSd  of  Octolier,  ISIl-'l.  lliey  c-dlod  a  meeting,  in  Clinton 
^KaJ],  to  eslabtisli  an  abolition  society,  the  waits  uiid  die  cor- 

*Tor'  lii«t«i7  of  ll<'«  >lnifn;lt  a  vnj  nctonbeij  told  hy  8ainiiial  J,  Umj, 
plMi  \<layii\  a  V'TV  •li>tiiii:iiiiibiil  putt  in  it  lunuttU.  RtcolkctkaM  of  the 
_»t»-Sh«MT  OMllrt.  pp.  S9-7J. 

■Inf.  on  tlie  Cunilitiim  at  Ibo  Five  P<«i>lc  of  Ooliur  in  llie  Umtod  9tatoi. 
Viae.  WriL.  pp.  884, 885. 
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npr3  of  hoDsee  were  covered  with  iipj>eal»  intended  to  fnw 
trate  the  purpose.  Clinton  HoU  was  taliea  possession  of  st 
an  early  hour  by  a  noiey  crowd,  bo  that  the  nbolitionieta  be- 
took tiiomftclrca  wjtrretlj  to  the  Chatham  street  church,  and 
there  constituted  themselves  a  society,  while  their  oppoaeats 
went  to  Tammany  llall,  where  they  permitted  themselres 
to  be  entertained  with  denunuiatioiis  of  the  ruthless  jeopard- 
ors  of  the  Union.  The  following  day,  the  C<fmmereial 
Advertiser,  one  of  the  most  resjHxtahle  papers  of  the  city, 
assured  the  country  that  if  bands  ooatd  hare  been  laid  on 
Onrriwn,  he  would  hardly  have  escaped  a  "  coat  of  tar  and 
feathers."  ^ 

The  next  summer  people  were  not  satisfied  with  threats. 
From  theTth  to  thellthof  Jnly,  18S4,  thectty  wiifi  the  scene 
of  wild  tnmnlt.  Thespnrk  which  set  the  pile  of  eorabtutible 
material  aflame  was  the  strnggle  between  the  Macks  and  the 
whites  for  the  rifjht  to  nse  the  ehtirch  in  Chatham  street. 
The  row  in  the  church  wa«  eonlinued  in  the  streets.  A 
crowd  proceeded  to  the  house  of  Lewis  Tappan,  who,  for 
a  noblo  spirit  of  sacrifice  as  a  philanthropist  and  abolitionist, 
stood  second  to  but  one  man  In  New  York,  his  brother 
Arthur.  This  niglit  the  rabble  confined  themselves  to  min- 
ing a  heavy  shower  of  stones  upon  the  house.  Bat  every 
auccpoding  eveninj^  brought  new  distnrbanoes,  and  these 
assumed  a  more  serious  character  every  day.  Lewis  Tap- 
pjin'a  hoUM  was  stnnned.  the  furniture  thrown  ont  of  it, 
brolcon  and  burned.  Tlie  house*  of  other  aljolitionists  and 
gome  churehefi  shared  the  fame  fate.  A  proclamation  of  the 
mayor,  the  adnionitiona  of  the  press,  the  cndgcts  of  the  police 

■  "Wewai  not  nwvtl  the  exprnnuoof  at  dheuct  and  nbboReaco  which 
yuat  ooaplnd  with  hii  rGflniaon's]  iiftiD»:  sad  we  betieve  that  had  be  bees 
preaeBl,  wanj  gam  and  Tesp«ctable  cttiseiu,  nbo,  under  other  dnmi* 
ataaoN  mmld  Iibt*  1x«*n  lli«  last  to  paitidpsta  to  any  ^nrderiy  populai 
piOaeediaeSi  wmld  at  lc««t  bavs  sMWntwt  to  hit  dooontim  in  a  «o«t  of  tM 
udftetbm."    Kilci.  XI.V.  p.  111.  ~ 
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ivailed  nolhing.'  Barricades  were  erected,  and  had  to  be 
taken  by  stoma.  It  fared  worst  with  the  negroes.  The  Daily 
Advertise  repLirts,  of  the  12tli  of  Jaly:  ''The  vengeance 
of  the  mob  api>eared  to  he  directed  eatireljr  against  the 
blacks;  whenever  a  colored  person  appeared,  it  was  a  ttignal 
of  combat,  fight  and  riot."  Only  aitcr  lie  niajor  had  called 
out  alt  the  raUitary  at  his  disposal,  and  on  all  tlie  citizune  to 

Fganize  a*  »  guard  extraordinary,  was  quiet  gradually  ro- 
>r«l.» 
Stinilar  events  hod  taken  place  ftlnmltaneously  in  Newark, 
New  Jersey,  and  Kurwich,  Connecticut. 

The  mayor  of  New  York,  aa  well  as  the  daily  press,  were 
obliged  to  preface  their  appeals  for  qnlet  and  onlur  by  Tery 
decided  rerdicta  againat  the  aboUtioniets.  The  whole  coan- 
try  now  seemed  resolved  to  crush  them  ont  by  the  moral 
weight  of  their  unconditional  dinappruval.  The  uuwapapem 
bad  Dew  anti-abolitioniat  meetingM,  in  which  the  highest 
officers,  and  sometimee  even  the  highest  officera  of  the 
»te,  played  a  very  importatnt  part,  to  report  every  day. 
icro  was  only  one  thing  wanting  to  make  the  weight  of 
lii  moral  pressare  annihilation:  morality  itself,  which  was 
the  side  of  those  whom  it  was  sought  to  oppress.  Thiig 
bappeoed  that  the  mountain  of  accusations  and  condem- 
nations  under  which  the  little  hand  were  to  be  buried,  fell 
without  effect  behind  or  before  the  object  aimed  at,  while 
tmo-half  of  the  pcrseciitoi-s  could  not  help  —  even  if  fre- 
quently against  their  will  —  to  hold  a  protecting  shield  over 
it  against  the  missiles  of  the  other  half.    The  rabble— the 


B'A  wportetmjwof  thenifi*t(rf  Uib  Hth  a(  JuJyt  "Tbemilituiy  wore 

en  doty,  and  tlie  majror  hu  &t  th»  hall  all  niifhL    It  comuit  be  dliirui»«d, 

bow«Ter.  that  U>e  mob  wetre  complete  mniiteni  of  the  d^,  and  th«  dty 

Covcisnunl  wa»  orcniwod,  and  for  tfao  tune  ut  an  i.iid." 

*nM  more  eztetunn  nfotts  of  the  daily  pren  are  printed  in  NUw,  XLVl, 
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wjLsIied  as  well  as  Uie  iinwfiKliril  —  Felt  tliiit,  in  tliia  way,  tliey 
could  not  onh-  never  I'eaoli  the  goal,  but  tlat  tlicy  were  m 
pushecl  farther  and  fiirtlier  from  it.     llkoir  rngc  drove  tliCTn  | 
repeatedlj  to  other  deeda  of  riotRiice,  hj  wliiclij  however, 
lliev  only  injured  their  own  bad  caiise. 

TI)oal)i>Iiltoiitst8'x;iety  of  womeD  in  Bostoo  called  &nieet> 
injr  for  tlio  2l8t  of  October,  tS35.  It  waa  rninored  abont 
tliat  the  Kng1is)i  abolitionist,  Tlioinjisoii,  wonld  fijiciilc  »t  tluit 
ineeliiig.  A  pnblic  notice  callcil  on  tlic  citizens  to  hnnt  tlie 
"foreign  scoundrel,"  and  offered  a  reward  of  one  hnndied 
dolhirs  to  tJic  indlvidniU  who  slioiilil  first  "lay  rintent  hands" 
OD  him,  that  he  niiglit  be  bronglit  to  tlic  "tar  keltlo  before 
dark."  Cfoiivd*  of  people  Biirroiindeii  the  place  vltere  the 
)ieiidr|^unrtcrs  of  the  soeicly  were  situated,  Htorinrd  into  the 
hall,  and  cmlcavored.  by  blnstering  and  bellowing,  to  pre- 
vent the  transaction  of  any  businCKA  by  the  minuting.  The 
mayor  appeared  on  the  scene.  Bdniitteil  llmt  the  meeting  liad 
a  right  U)  hie  protection,  bnt  declared  ]iim?elf  |x»wcrlL's»,  and 
Iwlo  the  women  disperse,  in  order  to  prevent  any  farther 
troubia  His  order  waa  obeyed.  Garrison,  for  vt-hcim  the 
mob  had  Iicen  bellowing  for  a  long  time,  endeav-ored  to . 
eM'a{)e  unnoticed  by  a  back  duor^  but  wiu  iwizotl  and,  a  rope 
abont  his  neck,  dragged  tbrongh  the  stn-ebt  amid  the  howl- 
ing of  the  undtitode.  It  was  only  widi  difticnlty  tliat  tlia-i 
mayor  succeeded  In  getting  him  into  a  carriage  and  saTiDg 
hioi  from  his  iwreecntora  in  a  jail.' 

Utica,  New  York,  wa^  the  theatre  of  similar  ficeaee  th^HJ 

'See  tiia  extendi]  report  of  Uui  Aiutf  piem  of  tfacte  ctcnta  b  Nilta. 
XLIX.pp.  Ii-%,  no.  Tlw"lJ*(U)o04ft^tl«"  w«te;  "Wo  ii-ivr  bvfan 
•aw  w  gvntlfmiuil/  a  rubl>t«  —  i(  n  mbble  it  nv  be  txillei — u  that 
ftBomU^  jrrslonlay.  .  .  .  U  mu.  in  tact,  a  mrcMng  of  c«atl«wn 
projivrty  anil  atan<)>Bt  from  oU  rortn  oE  tlifl  ritv,  who  vr<;i«  4£ti>0i9tl, 
«tiU  a»'  ilctcnnlmM.  tit  all  luuuiiil*,  anil  *a>ine  wrlmt  miiy,'  Ui  imwnr  die] 
p«a«  at  tho  city  Imin  all  «lcnii«tie  LuMndiabM,  as  wi>!l  as  to  {•njti'cl  Ui« 
netoB  ■gwQit  bccigu  intcrirrcnco." 
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day.     The  city  comiRil  lind 


i\  to  a  meeting  of 


COIIIIRII 

itiouists,  wliich  was  miootiiiced  to  luccl  nt  Uiica  on  that 
daj,  a  Itall  to  »  public  ImiUling.     On  tJic  ITlli  of  <)ctoI>or,  a 

Iimblic  meeting  was  hcM  wbieh  put  iu  veto  on  tbid  pcriuiB- 
sion.     Tlic  abolitionists,  tlicrcfoi-e.  four  IniiHlrp*!  in  Timnter, 
met  in  n  Prcsbytunnn  cliiircb,  vliieli  li:tiL  lat-u  pliirtjU  at 
tbeir  dis]x»al.    iScarcely  hiid  their  iirocculinga  liopin,  wbcn 
tbe  <X)iiiiiiiltC'j  iippoiiiu-d  bv  tbc  imblic  meeting  of  the  17th 
appcanxl,  liccompanied  hf  grwit  ci-ywiis  oE  pwjplv)  mid  ^  tbe 
couitv  jnd;^,  ilayden  hj  nuiuo,  being  their  luoutbpicoe — 
linFoi-med  tlium  that  tlitiy  muel  tlii^ulvu  without  duiuy,  lUitl 
itiwt  tbu  "i>wple"  wui-e  rcjiolvod,    by  nil   unguis  in  their 
jwcr,  to  prevciis  their  meeting  iu  tbe  city.     As  there  was 
doubt  tluit  riolencu  would  bo  employetl,  t.li<-  iiix^litiuniftts 
fyielded  to  tlie  demand  nftcr  tho  rerords  were  torn  from  tlicir 
iiecretarv.'     In  tlit;  ert^niii^,  tiie  ollice  of  tbo  Sttindai-d  and 
\J}<:mocrat  received  a  risit  from  tbc  ■'pui^plc,"  whu  threw  its 
typo  and  other  pniitlri^  inalerlu!  into  the  street.     The  uboli- 
Itioni'^tfi  hud,  on  the  iiivitntion  of  Gerrit  Smith,  tuljourncd  to 
iLl  pliicc  Rt  Pcttirboro.     On  tho  way  tbith-fi",  a  [xirt  of  them 
to  endure  xcii'cru  iU-trentmcnt  from  ibu  mob  at  &  place 
Vernon.* 
Tlic  effectct  of  nil  these  nets  of  bmtalitt- and  violence  — 
rlbe  Udt  might  be  continued  almoet  iudi.-{ii)itcly,  but  enough 

'Tb;  ■■  Altimy  Jooraul "  vmtcs:    "llicn,-  is  not  tlie  *JiyIit'-s(  dotilit  but 

^Uh  latwtiiitc  ilL  tlie  oxirt  house  [t)tc  nH^fting  of  tin!  ITtii  o(  OiUiImtJ,  and 

liinrjh'b  the  vocnniiltoi?.  suvol  tli«  I'himJi  tram  (iMtiuctJpn,  and 

>  tho  mcmben  of  the  oanvpntion  from  the  leadis  inenin  of  au  in- 

pEinUtol  popiilatif.    If  tfacj-hiid  r^fuft^  to  tec-iTO  lhucouiiiiitt<;t-,oril  they 

ttt'HipU-tl  lo  rontiiiu-;  Uii^ir  iiiwtini;,  no  pciwiT  uii  irulli  wuld  liara 

!  tlktcliiiTdb  fionib'-tai;  b3ni  down  upon  the  liaxi^of  iti  occu|Mnti^" 

ioff  to  n  Rport  in  t^  "New   Vark  Joomai  of  Connaerve"  on 

tbow  "pwMWul  iUovBlitJiv,"  iM  thu  "  Ulica  Obcf.'rvrr  *  culi'^ii  tbem.  lito 

moIUtuiL.-  nmniK'd  to  the  {liinch  with  "  firti  ho3k<,  liulduM  uid  lopta," 

and  vTi-B  tjcjrin  to  ilcmolinb  it.    Viloi,  XLIX,  pp.  XiX^Wj. 

'  Qud.,  p.  IfiS. 
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hfts  been  «aid  to  characterize  them  —  were  clidmetricaUy  op- 
pos«J  to  those  wliieli  their  instigators  expected. 

The  Abolition  tats  had  not  only  the  mob  with  iCft  love  of 
dieorder  and  aristocratic  hate  for  the  dcspiied  negro,  the 
dcina£Ogiio&  of  |ioliticiat)s  with  their  competitive  bidding 
for  the  favor  of  the  southern  holders  of  power,  uid  the 
selliidiness  of  all  who  endeavored  Co  alUy  ererr  political 
slonn  UiHt  their  jicnoe  and  money-intorests  might  not  bo 
pnt  in  jeopardy,  againat  them;  they  also  aroused  tlio  best 
qoalitiesof  the  national  character  to  great  and  even  bitter  re- 
aisteiice  against  tliein.  The  radical  clmmcterof  abolitionism 
was  iu  the  must  ^Hgraat  coiitrudiction  with  tlio  Anglo-fSaion 
spirit  of  conservatism.  This  spirit  instiDCtively  recoiled 
from  a  creed  which  rejected,  on  principle,  any  attempt 
t:>warda  the  adoption  of  a  middle  cuufbe,  and  which  declared 
that  nnder  no  circiimiatnnci^  could  it  surrender  ao  iota  of  its 
deniandit.  What  angel  bad  come  down  and  bmiight  to  the 
alH)liitoniKt£  from  the  throne  of  the  Lord  of  the  world,  tiie 
oommtasion  to  charge  the  whole  nation  —  and  their  foro- 
fathere  aniund  whom  was  tlie  halo  of  fame —  with  hartk'iring 
and  nursing  in  their  bosom  the  "Bum  of  all  villainirs,"  ruid 
Ui  proclnim  the  judgment  of  heaven  agninst  them,  unless 
tboy  cast  the  vi|)er  to  the  enrtb  and  trampled  it  under  fool  i 
National  pride  rebelled  again&C  tJiia  threntening  nh)i<Mntieni 
in  speech,  of  the  prophet  and  the  judge.  It  felt  itself  all  the 
more  severely  wounded,  when  the  pi-opliets  and  the  judges 
had  to  a  certain  extent  divMled  thcnntclveti  of  Uteir  nation- 
ality. Garriwu  had  headed  the  Lihtrator  with  the  mntlo: 
"My  country  i»  theworld,  my  oonntrymen  are  all  mankind." 
A  love  for  sonorous  phrBJti!^  and  fur  an  exaggerated  mode  of 
B|)eech  had  lung  been  nurtured  in  the  people  by  the  tribane 
and  the  press,  bnt  their  more  sober  sense  Iiad  never  permitted 
them  to  be  misled  into  seeing  oosmopolitiui  vagitcn(9»  ahd 
extravagance  introduced  as  real  forces  in  tUo  treatment  of 
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^practical  political  qnestions.  And  tlic  abolitioniata  tiad  9a- 
^deivored  to  du  this  id  a  mautjer  which  tJie  national  good 
tense  of  do  gt-Ent  people  oould  or  should  iiavc  home  with 
equanimitj,  Garri&oti  had  gone  to  Eogiand  to  itwukuu  acUva 
sjrmputLf  with  the  efforts  of  the  aholitioni&ts  tht-re,  and 
Eogliebmen  who  Itad  earned  great  merit  in  the  cauee  of 
omaacipatiOD  in  the  Euglish  West  Indie«  were  induced  to 

Iooiuc  tu  the  United  States  to  take  part  in  the  u<:itatiou  there. 
ll  ViKK  both  fuuliiih  and  iuL-quitaUc  to  witth  to  throw  etouM 
ftt  the  abolitiouiets  <hi  that  account  to-du/.    They  were  peo- 
jrfe  completely  goverued  b/  one  idea,  and  who  were  able  to 
^Bee  tliis  idea  only  under  the  visual  angle  of  lUe  absolute 
f  1»inciplc    But  it  wontd  be  at  least  aa  foolish  aiid  unjttnt  to 
make  it  a  mutter  of  ropruach  to  tho  roiC  of  the  American 
vpcoplu  that  they  looked  on  the  drugging  of  foreij^ers  into 
Hthe  most  difficult  and  important  question  of  their  politii.^  &a 
Hiti  ontrage,  and  that  they  refused  to  meet  thotic  foreigners 
^■l^uil^r  as  tJie  advocates  of  an  ab«o1nt«  principli?.  as  men 
^^B^Ij>'  or  citi;:ene  of  the  world,  and  not  primarily  as  Anieri- 
eaoa.    1^06  to  the  United  States,  if  tliere  had  not  been 
enough  fiery  zealous  idt^alism  and  a  sufficiently  pure  eude  of 
otliics  to  call  forth  tiie  abolitioniats,  and  to  make  them  the 
learen  by  which,  in  the  courtie  of  dccudcti,  and  under  the 
preiMire  of  great  events,  the  entire  ]X)pulation  of  the  free 
BtalM  were  to  be  leavened!    Bat  woe,  nlao,  to  the  Unit«l 
State*,  if  they  had  had  so  little  sense  for  realistic  poUtJcB, 
tliat  liie  entire  popnlarion  of  the  free  states  dhould  have 
tided  with  the  aholitionists  imnitxl lately,  and  that  the  fruit 
of  tiie  Ubui-s  of  tliese  latter  should  have  been  mat-iircd  be- 
fore thev  had  Buffered  from  a  eeyere  contlict  from  within 
uid  without,  hecsmse  the  conservative  party  was  wanting  in 
moral  force  t 

Oould  thcro  now  be  any  doubt  whatever  that  the  immedi- 
ate  and  oowidete  aboHtioo  of  alavery  meant  a  revolntion  in 
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tlio  Misting  circimiBtunees  of  tlio  (Trnted  Slate*  fiirllief^Wftdi- 
iiig  anJ  more- si 'led  than  any  people  liwl  yttt  ex]iertanaid1 
Did  not  tlio  aljolitionists  tIicin*olvc3  Uew  witaois  to  this,  ibiy 
ttftcr  (Iftf,  when  they  miitl  tlint  slavery  was  jinUnriio^j  tlio  cn- 
(iro  life  of  tliu  ft.i:i(>:i!  And  will  niiy  natluii  ever  ri'^'oh'e  lo 
tako  tticti  It  Etq>  immediately,  providcnl  only  the  (Lminndt  ot 
tlie  moral  principlo  ore  plncoil  iti  a  cloHr  li^ht?  Or  «inltl 
or  ehonltl  u  nilirmnt  nml  politically  viKhIa  people  immixli- 
tuely  procc^l  to  tiio  r^jUition  of  such  a  prublcin  t  Can  it  be 
said  thftt  Witt)  the  qMostion,  What  ehonld  )k»  donol  tbo  u- 
awcp,  now  it  sIk'hIU  be  done,  h  also  given;  or  can  tho  an- 
swt'p  to  s\ich  n  (juestiou  be  found  in  a  iiigiil?  Ii  w.is  agreat 
good  fortnno  tlmt  tUens  were  people  who  caro4l  only  for  the 
supreme  law  siid  would  husir  of  iio  otlier.  JSiitat  tliuuiine 
lime,  it  would  iiavc  hccii  a  great  misfortnrMj  if  llie  m-wsesof 
the  pcuplu  eoiild  notluivB  iinderstuod  thnt,  in  paltiic&,  inter- 
eets  vhicli  Iini'c  unce  hegim  to  exist,  in  and  of  lliE^ntselves, 
obtiiiti  tliu  diarnrter  of  existing  intcrcvts,  mid,  in  nccrlniii 
fienso  and  to  Eomc  cxti>iit,  the  chiimctcr  of  rights  aUto.  Sim- 
]»le  as  the  qu<->tion  mifjht  bo  liefore  the  conrt  of  nb^olalc 
monils,  aa  «.  ipioiition  of  practical  jHilitic*  it  apiMSiircd  only  & 
skein  of  eonllicting  iulereiito  nnd  rii^liU  whi(!!i  nmid  not  be 
di&entaugled. 

Tt  could  not  bo  i]ii'>stir)no«]  thnt  the  constitntion  hnd  loft 
the  statoKCMmpIoEO'liti-ivliuii  lu  what  relatea  to^lavyry.  And 
it  wait  etjniUly  incontcstalile,  tluit  thoslnre  statos  wera  n- 
solved  li>  ceiitiniiQ  t!ie  u.xi>^tcace  of  tlio  iiM^titiitimi,  »nd  tliui 
its  oontinned  ext^tonoo  not  only  seemed  ondangored  by  any 
ng)tatiun  and  evoii  by  uiiy  dieonuion  of  tlioiiuoi^tiQa,  but  was 
necoMarily  cndimg[TC«)  by  such  ngititinn  nni]  diseiisiuon. 
Hence  tbe  (•f}>irl.s  of  tlic  nlMilitioniiitit  were  ccrtmnly  in  con- 
Sict  witli  the  spirit  of  the  conAtitiition,  if  we  oouaidin*  tliai 
«pint  tiijm  this  ]>uiiil  of  view.  Bitt  a  cuiiiiii^  into  colU^oa 
witli  the  spirit  of  tlic  ooastitution  should  not  be  8nffcraI,no 
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matter  at  wlmt  point  it  might  take  place;  for  i(  such  vio- 
lenoo  could  Im  offa'ctl  to  it  atoao  |>oiut,unj>iiiii6he«],  it  could 
no  lun<^r  bo  (iceiti'e  from  presumptuous  attacks  at  iiii;ir  ntlicr. 
And  was  it  not  inrce.'sarj'  that  it  ahoulil  t>o  |ii-otectv<L  witli  a 
huodiixl  tohl  more  csuxj  precisely  iii  llic  qucjtiun  wliicli  bad 
already  ftlmkuu  tliu  Union  to  its  fouiidiitioiis?  Wiicra  poei- 
tive  law  is  oppoied  to  liim,  tlie  tliongiit  and  feeling  of  tlic 
Anglo-Scixon  iiro  tiot  easily  turned  into  iicw  cliiiiiiicld.  Uiu 
reejieot  fur  «-\tstiiig  luw,  he  carries  almost  lo  tlm  {^oint  of  im- 
inov:il;ility.  To  tliu  moat  irrcfutulrle  proof  of  its  injustice,  he 
canopfHJic  us  mi  itufiuaelrablctdiiuld  tlieonly  ar^untviit,  ttiut 
vxistiii;^  bw  ia,  oa  suuii,  a  moral  forue.  In  addition  to  Lliis, 
cotiKia  tlie  dificreet  disjiositioti,  the  dcvvldpinuiil:  of  long  ux- 
}>ericuec,  wliiuii  pcrmita  tlie  vrotitcd  evil  to  cuiitiinic  even  to 
tlie  limits  of  the  unendurable  rather  than  r.in  the  ri^k  of 
liftsty  oclioii. 

All  this  c<vtpi!rated  lo  make  (in  immense  majority  of  tlie 
|H)piiliitiim  look  \7iU1  tiio  dcc]K»i  diHp1e3:tiirc  on  tlic  nlioH- 
ttoiiist  ngitiiiors.*  Mojiy  as  may  have  been  tlic  impure  ele- 
ments whlcli  were  mixed  up  with  this  fecUng  of  displeasure, 
and  freqi:iMitly  its  these  were  incontcstnlily  prepontlerant,  it 
was,  on  the  other  hmid.  bUo  an  nprl^lit  and  deep  conviction, 
which  did  notbvek  merely  t<j  litdc  itsnakcthicjslieliind  false 
(onml  Mniples,  Imt.  which  was  rctilly  iKised  on  justifiable 
niornl  pnrieiplee.  The  a'tsurance  whicli  [>copto  did  not  tire 
of  repeating,  that  abolitionism  could  not  Iks  more  slrODgl7 
coDdetnncd  at  the  south  than  it  was  at  tlic  north,  was  the 

''The"Ateinodn»  Phonix," » wiln«M  who  wrtiunly  cannot  be  olfjecbtd 
in  183j:  "TIkto  is  110  ilouU  with  us  Uiat  tlte  eaUri!  nottb, 
I  Mainff  to  Uoiri-ui'l.  is  soand  cm  tbv  gn.-at  ■|ii<--3tii»ti  to  wiiidi  we  tiavs 
nferred.  .  .  ■  Ymi  will  Bad  Tutipan  wkI  GarriMn,  axi  th^ir  co-laboE- 
m.  dnMntwrr]  «h<.T.'r>.'r  yov  eoi  iwl  tliftt  with  a  liittcrnen  aud  wanulb 
vliieh  miut  MitUTf  ihn  most  pnu'iidiced  that  tbs  north  U  Kinctm  in  iti  rc- 
mat  exbit>it>(ni  vl  tjmpiihy  luid  aSkciion  torthu  Bontb."  Kilca.  XLJX, 
p.  80. 
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*impl<!  truth.  Cut  to  the  person  who  refuses  to  eee  anything 
in  tlm  fuct  save  tiio  iufinitedepi-aivit;  of  tiie  aorth,  utiilerthe 
rulo  of  the  slavocracy,  and  that  of  Uie  noi-them  politicians 
eQlistcd  in  its  ftornco,  all  the  history  that  follows  must  re- 
main ail  iinint«lligibte  cniguia.  That  tliere  U  a  contnulic- 
lion,  audi  tliat  it  iddifliciitt  to  ioiagino  one  more  direct  or 
riotcnt,  ruDoing  through  all  tJiat  has  been  aaid,  can  not,  in- 
deed, tw  duuiod.  Bnt  the  contradiction  lay  in  tJic  ai.:timl  cir- 
cumstances of  the  time  aad  in  the  existing  Iavk  (  RtivMc), 
Hence  it  could  not  he  otherwise  than  tliat  iodividuahtnhonld 
be  carried  hither  and  thither  between  the  oj>p08ing  vicwa,  in 
the  mad  wliirl.  They  were  looking  for  a  aolution  where  there 
was  no  solution. 

The  rciMjns  wliicli  induced  the  "tntelligt^nt  and  enllgbt. 
ened  statesmen"  to  consider  abolitionism  as  an  unfortunate 
aberration  df  «;vi:n  as  an  aboiuinution,  coni|>ellcd  tliem  also  to 
kmciit  and  condemn  the  means  by  which  it  was  eonglit  to 
suppress  it.  There  was  evidently  no  funndation  wliaterer 
for  the  worst  cburgca  which  fmiatlciaiu  and  dcmagc^am 
laid  at  the  door  of  tlie  abolitionists.  It  had  never  entered 
their  minde  to  incite  an  nprisiug  of  the  slaves.  They  had 
never  shown  any  enthusiasm  for  un  oiuulgumation  of  t}ie 
raoefl.  Rather  did  they,  whenever  occji»ion  offered,  declare 
that  "Qod  llimiielf"  liad  placed  a  iKirrier  Iwtween  them. 
Tlie  reproHch,  that  they  desired  to  epnr  on  the  government 
of  the  Union  to  the  adoption  of  a  course  inimical  to  dai 
erj,  tliey  unconditionally  repelled.  They  unreservedly  ao- 
knowledged  thnt  all  constitutional  authority  to  do  thia 
wanting,  and  they  dedaied  that  it  was  a«  much  their  deaii 
as  that  of  the  uio«t  radical  states-rights  man,  to  keep  within 
the  limits  of  the  constitnlion.  Tiiey  asked  the  Federal  gov- 
ernment to  lake  action  only  in  relation  to  the  Bistriot  of 
Colombia,  nnd  that  the  oonotitiition  authorized  it  to  do  tltat 
was  maintained  by  many  who  had  nothing  in  common  with 
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the  abolitionists.  Besides  thin,  tliey  only  anlcpcj  that  slavery 
sbonLd  not  be  supported  nor  pn>tnot«d  in  any  way  by  the 
Union.  Their  own  action  was  to  be  confined  entirely  to  the 
em]>loyment  of  moral  means.  What,  then,  wan  it  that  made 
them  '*6ends  in  hnman  ebape,"'  who  should  be  and  must 
l>e  looked  npon  and  treated  by  honest  men,  in  patriotic  nnion 
with  cundidalSB  for  the  lioase  of  oorreotioii,  as  ontlawsl 
^V^ly  fibould  not  Jefferson's  honored  saying,  that  error  is 
harmless  fo  long  m  reason  is  not  prevented  combating  i^ 
be  applied  to  thenil  Mnch  as  it  might  be  the  dnty  of  the 
**  patriots  "  to  oppose  them  by  all  l^,^l  means,  how  could  it 
be  jntttiSnble  to  make  nu  means  u&ed  to  persecute  them 
reprehentiible.  Would  it  concern  only  the  abolitionists,  if 
the  blind  rage  of  judge  Lynch  was  raised  to  the  dtg^ty  of 
the  code  in  aooordance  with  the  provisions  of  which  they 
were  to  be  judgedi'  In  wliat  is  the  sovereignty  of  tlia  law 
insnred,  when  pnhlic  opinion  sanctions  such  pmscriptions  of 
R  conviction?  Or  was  the  conviction  so  monstrons  a  one, 
that  the  eternal  principles  of  rij^ht  and  of  moruts,  against 
which  no  law  can  prevail,  imjierntively  demande*!  its  sup- 
pression? Lei  tlie  tongue  of  calumny  say  what  it  might,  so 
long  OS  it  ix)ntd  not  slay  the  consciences  of  men,  so  long 
could  it  not  stifle  the  feeling  that  abolitionism  was  the  cry 
of  revolted  conscience.  Wliat,  then,  could  it  be  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  profound  psychologists  of  the  south,  stirred  the 
demon  in  these  men  to  cast  the  brand  of  an  unappeasable 
-conflict  among  the  nation!  Their  only  reward  was  censure, 
I^BBD,  hatred  and   ill-treatment.    When,  notwithstanding 


'  Brown,  of  Korth  Carolina,  o&Ilcd  them,  id  1838,  in  the  Mnsto,  "  fiends 
lin  litttosn  abape.  «rlio  wouM  endesror  to  \aj  inut«  the  bap|iitiera  and  lib- 
*rr^m  of  i}mematrj."    I>*b. «!  Ccngr.,  XII,  p.  7OT. 

'Stla  writes.  Ortober,  IKK:  "  Tn  tho  soath  we  almost  daily  hear  ol 
'jstlgp  l^neh,'  and  of  pPTsona  who  ore  flofr^cd  and  dnven  BWSjr  or  'cxe- 
catcd '  antla-  mtcnoe*  rendered  by  him. "    XLIX.  p.  65. 
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tliifl  and  tbo  pauciljr  ol  tlioirnnmbcr?,  r  crj  cmno  from  Uw 
whole  feoulU  lis  if  it  had  boeu  mortally  stuni;  hy  a  vipor,  naU 
the  norili  loiiilly  ccliocil  it  l>ac!k,  was  tliero  any  other  exp1a> 
nation  ot  tho  plicnoiticiia  except  that  tlic-rc  hiy  nn  improft* 
dhle  truth  of  overpowering'  force  in  Ibe  creed  of  the  ftholt- 
tionititii?  Woe  UiuiT,  tlicn,  any  furtiier  proof  of  it  needed  I 
Had  tlie  north.  tJien.  ceased  unaniinouely  to  dc^slnru  slavcrj' 
tlio  hi-avioit  ciirao  with  which  pi-ovidenw:  ooiild  burthen  n 
couutrr!  Arid  how  Iviig  «go  woa  it  that  tlie  eouth  had 
jiiat  IL3  unnniiaouidy,  at  Iccist  with  its  lipe,  Acquiesced  in  ttiis 
TJewl  llovr,  then,  ci>t)kl  the  nholitiunista  Ut>  utitt.-3sta  of  hu- 
maa  eocicty,  simply  bt'ciiuee  they  drew  a  phiiti,  shiiple  con- 
clusion from  that  cifofcssionl 

Tlionght,  eon&ciciico  and  tlic  feeling  of  lil^erty  had  not  m 
far  decayed  in  li»c  north,  tliat  tlie  hue  and  ci-y  raised  against 
the  aholilioi lists  did  not  force  tlioee  questions  on  ever  growing 
circles  of  pcoplo.  TImwc  who  were  led  over  to  tiio  aUgliliwi* 
ist  eainp  by  ihe^  nienns  continncd,  indeed,  to  rpmnin  an 
evanesoeiit  niiiK'rity.aud  this  5pit«of  tho  fiict  tliat  t1ie)n>oon 
began  to  he  nuuiterod  hy  tlioneand^.'  Bui  tlio  number 
of  thotic  vtho  after  as  before,  lainonted  and  condemned 
the  abolitionist  (igitntion,  l>iit  who  bc}^n  to  perceive  with 
horror  that  tiiey  and  (he  whole  country  were  threatened 
with  friglitfid  djin^T  from  Uio  persecutors  of  the  abolition* 
iita,  incrvai?ed  inconipanibly  faster.  The  eonth  did  CTOiy- 
thing  in  its  ]Kiwcr  to  open  tlicir  oyos  to  (lu&fact.  Itsrnge 
neetued  to  have  rol>l>ed  it  of  the  power  of  deliberation.  AU 
constitutional  law,  tho  fundaineatnl  principtcA  of  tho  free 
WeWB  handed  <hiwn  by  tradition  from  iheir  fnthers,  were 
cut  to  ihe  ground  and  trampled  nndor  foot  in  order  to 
strangle  abuUtiontsm  in  its  cradle.    Governor  I^tnpldo,  of 

'In  Atigiul.  18K,  then  vent  2133  ftnt^-slavcTTHoeictica.  tn  DecemWot 
UiB  uune  rear,  tbem  wen  3S0.  Litttcr  of  tht  e»wuttT«  ooouniUea  oC  the 
Xew  V>>^-  tinti-s[i)very«x>eljr  to  pnndeol  Judoon,  Docciabci  SB,  1S3S. 

Jar.  uiic  Writ,  p.  ana. 
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I  tbc  ^Ui  of  Decemlrar,  tS31,  lind  signed  an  act 
of  Uie  le^it>Uttu-c  n-liidi  promised  a  ruwniil  of  £r),000  to  tlic 
peritim  wlia  n'oulil  briiijj^  GiLrritiOEi  tiiui-c  to  Iw  judged  ac- 
oarding  to  tlio  lii-ws  of  tJie  state.  That  i$  to  saj,  the  state 
of  Qoor;^a  oS"cre«l  ii  prize  for  the  coinmiiision  of  a  crime! 
Aud  fur  wiinl  n  ci'iiiic!  In  the  fonti  i>f  u  Inw,  GiNfrgia  pni- 
claimed  to  tlio  wliole  EJoion  tlin.t  it  cluimod  tliat  it  raiglit 
taku  all  tlip  Imiidilti  in  lUc  Uuion  into  ila  service  to  rid 
it««If  n(  any  ]»i-9on  who  incurred  its  displeasure.  And 
Georgia  wenied  not  to  liave  become  insane  alone.  ^7hen, 
ttireo  years  (ater.  tlie  rnmor  ran  that  JlOO.i'Mlft  were  to  be 
paid  to  tlie  |>ur.Miii  wLo  should  npprelioml  Artbur  Tiippnn. 
tho  liichmfnuf  Whiff  commented  bitterly  on  the  fact  that 
tlie  pre*i  of  New  York  tliouglit  it  liml  ground  to  cwmplaln.' 
Tlio  f/irt/"?f*f»«  Co(/rjVrai«erted  tluit  the  "mimic  fact"  of 
tlie  buruing  of  GiirriHin,  Cox  and  Tnppnn  would  ho  trans- 
formed into  ii'*real  lrn^dy**tlio  moment  hand^  eonid  be 
laid  njjori  them.'  In  Sonih  Carolina,  an  ni;italion  was  etartod 
^  bring  tiio  whole  soiitli  to  tho  resolution  to  dissolve  all 
Hn«tne>ia  intereuiiriiG  witli  those  nortlieni  uitios  mid  states 

I  "Tbff  •Nbw  York  Atnnictui  *  MmrideR  it  monstJOiHtbat  Arthur  Tnpixtn 
ba  m'vaiTtl  with  Icidnappin^.  Vcrjr  UQrnu«aiiat)l>>  imcWd!  "nio 
iiliel  vbo  ku  Hat  a  wlinle  ooaiilr^-  in  a  Qunn*.  tiirhtcnivl  the  diKiplina 
I  tiro  miUiMia «{  people,  «n(liubj<-cti;d  iiirxxynttu'rii  totli-D  lanh.  oiiKht 
fan  mwunlo enjoy nnraoleited»«:iinty."  Nitw.  XLIX.  \i.  7:1.  AnofhM 
et  git^«  ''•-ft  to  il«  Mjc  agoiiu^  Tnppftn  in  tlio  foUownir  injirecition: 
Ic  mint  now  esperienoc  some  of  Ihcae  awful  aeiuatioiit  and  terrifiu  im- 
ogn  ikaX  be  has  boen  the  esnte  of  eimtin"  in  thouGtiiKl*  a(  innmMmt 
heasti  in  the  southern  ittutM.  If  he  starts  from  hiri  geWKy  Mumbf-n  with 
Ae  viiionnl  h^mlof  tliK  raunli^rer  pointine  tlnUowirOiii.-V'ratliiiitjieftst. 
Mbita.  vhtle  emylimb  quakes,  aiidwhil«  Ihe  twU  loimr  sweat  ttondu 
nbiiltblcion  bit  brow,  n^cv^,  Ihat  it  wiw  himt'crrj  wiiO(iTOT0«irM>t  ilsrip 

K1  l(iipr^n'>»  frmn  the  tearful  orvot  muny  nsntilbfm  mtitron  and  maitl. 
it  tt  wa*  liim  {»\e)  wlm  ma-Ar  thr;  lutino  of  Titft'iui  qriianyinntu  with 
tftenMliar}'  — i<>-'lai;rlit  taunieirr— awonin!    l£i  biin  'tloep  oomon'  — 
he '  hu  moftlcml  Biwp.' "    Nil«s,  XLIX,  p,  lb. 
nWd- p.  74. 
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which  did  not  oppreea  the  abolitionists.  In  other  parts  of 
the  south,  this  idea  was  taken  np  hy  tlie  papers  with  fierjr 
zeal,  ntid  tliey  endeavored  to  conviDce  themaelves  and  the 
north  that  the  execolion  ol  the  plan  was  ftilly  asfmred.  With 
great  ingeniioiisiiess,  they  acted,  iu  this  matter,  as  if  all  that 
was  iiwxlcd  was  lliat  tlioy  shonld  take  the  resoltition  referred 
to ;  tli&t  is,  as  if  tlie  north  owed  it  entirely  to  die  magnnnimitir 
and  fa%-or  of  the  south,  that  it  had  thus  far  been  pernilrted 
to  act  as  a  Qiediatur  in  trade  between  it  and  tlie  rest  of  the 
world.' 

'  "  I*t  noQ-impciriatioti  oiirTvvincntfl  be  eiil,flml  into  by  a  piDper  ooBf 
binatioD  araonir  thowi  flngag«d  in  trade  at  thn  iwmth,  to  owse  all  bter- 
<»t)rw  vilb  plan*  tha^  Aow  bcetilttj-,  or  n  rrirainiil  indiSiErsiica  teov 
rigbte and  intemta."  ("Tb»Ch&rlMton  Patriot.")  "LetoiirpIimttnaBd 
oDtton  hapm  in  the  intenor  compel  the  Amcricwi  cotton  and  tke  tiad*  t» 
cmttntnb!  on  tiic  icaboard  of  thi?  tv>iUm  onA  ricQ  erowinr  statM.  Tlmt 
isuoD^d  of  sending  their  pcoduw  to  be  «tonMl  in  N«w  Tork  to  {ii«b« a 
speedy  reulixiilion  uC  Qxo  procv«di.  Wbjaot  (Ion  it  hen?  Ourbaidci 
are  able  and  wiilintr  to  advance  to  every  iVBSonnble  ntcnt.  Letni  then 
take  our  owe  tnidc  witli  Europe  into  our  own  luuidf,  and  aaort,  at  lesrt, 
OUT  coinnierciU  indctpendeniw  of  the  nortii.  let  the  whole  people  of  the 
Kuth  urge  and  ejicoumge  their  mercliaiits  to  effMt  tliia  |Atriotie  and  nni«n 
preaerring  olgect.  Let  it  be  one  of  liie  chief  nbjecta  irf  dd^wntkm  in  die 
convntion  of  the  M»ithoni  rtatitf,  if  that  ixianntian  h  eaSed,  at  w«  trart 
it. will  t)«  in  iK(:or<litm;e  with  the  Clgnrloilon  rewltttiont;  in  the  end  the  step 
must  t»ult,  not  only  in  th«  greater  vtabQitf  of  •outhem  tsrtitiitioni,  bvt 
in  southern  wealth,  den'red  from  retaining  at  home  nil  thoer  benefits  of 
•outheni  iwliubty  on  which  northern  enturpriH  now  fatt<>nK.  It  nay 
■taire  nnift  of  th«  lestles*  ipiriU  of  fiinatioiiiDi  ont  of  IfaeU  |iR'w?nt  [imar> 
fed  in«olcnee.  and.  at  any  rate,  will  compel  the  tmding  notnmunity  in  that 
section,  to  attempt,  bj  etriking  down  this  facU-bom  monsUr  of  bypoatQ 
at  home,  to  win  back  the  oonSdenoe  which  once  gara  them  a  rich  pottioa 
oftbepiwittcteof  loulhenilabor."  ("TheNewOrUanaDae."]  "Thang- 
gertwn  (tf  acting  upon  Eanaticiam  by  withbaltUn^  tbo  profits  of  soatliea 
commena  boa  tJiose  eo0igad  «illK-r  adJvdlj  «t  hj  couatenanoe^  in  prop* 
agating  its  derigna,  b  obtaining  crtgoiirc  popularity.  A  gcncnl  penaaiiMi 
pnnilKiiitaaSca^  .  .  ■  Soulhom  oommeroe  is  essential  to  the  ncntk. 
Witboob  it  their  cttica  hod  been  'fiabiug  nllage*  and  whaling  stalionii 
withDutittherwouldKxmfwlchtftoochof  decar  .    .    .  itwillnadvia 
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Btit  it  did  not  etop  with  dcmonstratious  of  the  press  and 
'  iiTcsfwneible  pnblic  meetings.  The  zeal  with  which  tho 
north  Imd  dhaWn  off  th«  ahoHtiorists  hy  no  means  satisfied 
the  south.  Eren  where,  &d  in  Albany  and  Philadelphia, 
people  luu)  hambled  tbcingclv«B  to  th«  diut  before  it,  they 
obt&ined  but  little  tliimlcii.  "Nothing  is  wanting,  indeed," 
said  the  liichmond  Whig,  sneering  at  tlio  Albany  moctiug, 
"  but  tliat  which  being  waatiog,  all  tho  rest  wo  fear  i»  littlo 
more  tlian  *  o,  eouading  brass  and  a  tinkling  cymbal.* "    And 

I  a  correspondent  of  tlic  Au^f^ueta  Chronicle  complained; 
fWordflf  words,  words  are  all  we  are  to  have."  liut  the 
honth  cared  little  For  these.  Mnch  as  it  fnared  tlie  words  of 
Ihfi  abolitionists,  the  words  of  the  anti-abolition  is  Is  of  the 
borth  were  valttcloss  to  it.  With  one  voice,  as  it  were,  the 
eonthem  press  demanded  the  gagging  of  tlie  abolitioaista 
by  penal  laws.  "  Up  to  the  mark  the  nortli  miiet  uumo  if 
it  would  restore  triuniiiility  and  preacrvo  the  Union,"  Bftid 
the  Richmond  Whig.  And  a  whole  series  of  etate  legisla- 
tnres  soon  joined  in  tbo  demands  of  the  presA.'    Alabama 

1««  dependent  on  the  ncqrth,  build  up  soatbern  d^ce,  inTigorate  eonUieni 
tnd*.  opn  a  dinct  iiit«rcoune  vith  thu  markeU  of  Kurope,  and  wcuie  to 
iiQufn  dliEeaa  those  imiueiue  proEta  oo  souUkmh  buuaen  nbich  are 
ptudpaQj  monopoUxcd  in  New  York  .    .    .  Tbat  the  oauth  should 
,  bei  own  buj-ing  anil  icllin);,  wiUiout  Uia  iiiU'n'ention  of  northmt 
^IfUCntR,  who  run  army  wiih  tho  proSbi.  is  a  propoutjon  so  ondeniably  true. 
■Dd  an  end  n  pabriolio,  that  vrnry  hand  and  every  heart  nhould  be  united 
b>  eBect  it.    llie  south  would  ttu^n  find  «oai<)  (><)uiviUCDt  for  ausLajutUK  Ui« 
■Imoiieatue  burdeo  of  the  (pivYmmeatof  the  Union."    ("TheRicbmood 
Wld^.")    Sercn  jean  before  the  same  paper  taJd:    "It  ii  the  oondition 
of  their  maetcTi,  weighed  down  and  impovenshed  hj  the  tia,ture  of  netrro 
riafery  —  and  of  Virginia,  Wighted  and  beld  back  in  the  glorious  race  ol 
tn^nnrcnical  and  powui-  \>y  tbo  toioo  caiuc,  that  Impcli  oa  to  prar  for  ite 
Soal  extincdoD,  and  enliita  oiir  iiymi>athiea  in  tH-liulf  of  coloniiatioa 
tOuBM."    Niln,  XLIX,  pp.  74, 77, 78,  td. 

'  "  AM»/wd.  That  the  leKulalare  of  South  Curolino,  hnvinir  ctlit  coafi* 
daioe  in  the  jvtice  and  friendihip  of  the  non-sliLreboIduii;  iitiLf?*,  ao- 
iDaaam  bar  «oefid«at  expectaiiaa,  and  aho  earueoUy  nquixU,  that  the 
8 
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went  a  stop  farther  still.  The  grand  jury  of  TusoitlooM 
county  found  au  iudicttimiit,  oti  tlie  25tlt  of  September, 
]$36,  against  Kobert  G.  Williams,  publisher  of  tlie  Enum- 
e^Mior,  in  New  York,  for  the  disMmiiuitloQ  of  sedltSou 
aitidee.  Therenpon,  Cioveraor  J.  Gayle  made  a  reqai. 
rftion  on  Govemtor  Marcy,  of  New  Turk,  on  tlie  14th  «f 
Norenaber,  to  give  Williams  op,  in  aeeordaBoe  with  art.  IT, 
BCC.2,  §2of  thecoDstitutioii,  tliiit  lie  might  be  tried  under  tha 
laws  of  thn  state  of  Alabama.  Giiyle  admitted  that  tbs 
wording  of  the  provision  in  qnestion  made  it  poe&iUeto 
donbt  whetlior  hig  demand  was  justifiable,  as  TVillianiB  "  was 
not  in  the  state  when  the  crime  was  ooinmitted,"  and  had 
not  "  fled  tlierefroui;  "  that  is,  tlie  two  coDditionn  on  which 
the  constitution  had  made  the  Biirrender  of  a  criminal  de< 
pendent  were  wanting  here.  The  governor,  however,  was  of 
opinion  that  the  n-ordiu)^  of  the  consiitution  oould  not  be 
dvcisive  in  ttiis  ca-ie,  bccAUse  AVilliauig  had  "eraded  the  jus- 
tice" of  tlie  laws  of  the  state  of  which  Ite  was  governor.* 

SDTemiiiffit  of  these  states  will  promptly  and  effectaaUy  sniipcui  all  tbois 
asMxiulaOiui  wiUun  titea  lespective  limits,  parpotttngr  to  be  aboUtioa  so* 
cptJM."    Dec.  16, 1835. 

"  lifpolted.  That  em  tiiter  itates  are  lespMitfnlljr  nqoerted  to  end 
penal  Iavts  pruhibiUnK  tluo  priiitinK.  within  thdr  rotpMitiTe  limUa.  all  neb 
pttblicaticns  as  may  hnvc  a  teitd«ncj-  to  make  out  slaves  disDontentoL" 
Oeanal  Aasembljr  o£  Ncrth  Carolina,  Dec,  19,  ISSb. 

"  ReMvlntt,  "niat  wc  call  npoa  our  sistci  itatei,  and  respectfaUr  regaat 
them  to  «nact  such  penal  I&wv  aa  will  finally  put  an  end  la  dw  nafigBUt 
dasda  ct  tbo  abobtioaista."    Alabama  LL'gislittim:,  Jau.  7, 1836. 

*'  AwsfM<,  Tbai  tbe  iK)nil!tvi.'lioidiD){  sUiU«  vt  ibe  Unioa  are  mpeol- 
ta]\j  bat  cum«itlf  n.-qaested  promptlT'  to  wlopt  pa»l  tnootoicnti,  ot  sacb 
ctbM  ntcaimmt  u  will  offeetnalljr  sappnH  all  aoodatioaa  within  tiuir  i^ 
■pertiTe  timili  panxtttfaig  to  bo,  or  hnnag  tbe  cfaacaetar  ot  abolSboa 
aodottra."  TiisinJa  Leffislotoie,  Feb.  10, 1839.  Goodell,  SlaTe(7  and 
Aati-Slawjr,  pp.  41S,  414. 

'  See  tb«  docameata  is  NDca,  XLIX,  p|>.  85S-960.  Tbe  (oOowinK  pat- 
■age,  from  tfa«  meanse  which  aeaompanied  tke  leqiwilion,  dwtrroi  to  ta 
MenOy  qaoted:  "It  has  been  iniptoperij  aJmittetl  by  n-ritm  is  tbs 
■ntb,  who  baTB  engaged  b  discaafaic  this  lulject,  tluU  the  i  imiililn 
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These  dcniartdB  decided  tlie  turn  which  pnWic  opinUm 
k  in  the  Troe  statt^s,  and  for  ivhiuli   the  v&y  had  already 
_  iired.     A  committee  of  the  Maseachuectte  legi»la- 
ture,  ludeed,  drew  up  pompoiis  reKoliitionii  agiuncit  tlieabolU 
tioaists;'  the  logiHlatnre  of  Now  York  adopted  a  report 
wbich  promised  to  accede  to  tlie  wishes  of  the  soutli,'  mid 
tlio  goveniorfi  of  both  statet^  Edward  Everett  and  Williaoi 
It  Mftfoy,  showed  thcrasolvofl  highly  fiivorable  to  the  re- 
aest  which  hod  been  made.'    But  the  penat  kws  decaaiided 
ere  BCtaally  passed  nowhere,  and  the  time  when  Garrison, 
ropo  abont  his  nock,  could  ho  dragged  throngb  the  etroeta 
Boston  by  "a  very  gentlemanly  nJible,"  was  pasaed  for- 
er.    Tlie  Bouth  had  over-strutiied  the  bow.     It  did  not  yet 
reak,  but  tho  string  Boapped,  and  wounded  the  marluman 
rely.     Tliere  ore  oonHicts  in  which  a  single  attack  ro- 
lled it)  a  defeat  which  cannot  be  compensated  for  by  aJiy 
aobeeqnent  sictoiy. 

Tlie  first  amendment  to  the  constitution  forbids  congress 

to  malcc  any  law  "  abridging  tho  freedom  of  the  prcsa.^  The 

fed^^l  conetitation  puts  no  restriction  whaterer  on  the  sev- 

etAtesinthis  respect    TheoooBtitntionsof  all  the  states, 

werer,  gaaronty*  the  freedom  of  the  prcs^.*     But  tho 

tioe  and  laws  of  the  United  Statea,  in  Rfranl  to  CngitiTefl  tma  joitior, 
do  not  aatltonxB  a  d^ouuid  for  tlie  (leliverr  irf  them  inceailiaries  to  Die 
^wboM  kwi  the;  bav«  Tiolat«d.    This  opinion  baa  hcen  ombmeed 
t  ecTOoeoua  impcwnon  that  thq  rolos  «f  itrict  cooilruclion  vriaak, 
;  fgrtmt  yropnety.  apply  to  oeitain  puitR  of  the  ooniUtutioo  mtut  □sot*' 
'  apply  W  all  «tb«a." 
•  Kiloa.  U  p.  87. 

()G«odell,  ^  43a 
»nil..  p.415. 
'Tlwtnni  "gnaiaitty"uptirpaBelycbaMn  hera.    Tba  axpreanoos  owd 
b  Ite  proriaioaa  ia  qwiton  make  tite  right  vpt^a  Umit^bimt,  not  w  ■ 
Sivlf  enat«d  ano.  but  am  oae  abeady  exiMinff.    flnr  mut,  aHnf(ira,'b« 
to  oBmtiwtd  aa  to  amke  then  (uanirtj  the  inoion  flC  tiw  picn  oiilr  at 
IheastomiB  law  andentaiida  it 
■Ika  pnriMOni  ate  to  be  foond  ia  Cooler,  0>aiL  lim.,  pp.  414,  4tT. 


^'how 
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Buthoritieg  on  constituttonai  law  all  a^reo  tliat  Uiese  guano' 
lies,  according  to  tlie  common  law,  are  to  be  considered  only 
as  a  prohibition  of  all  preventive  couHurt.'  On  the  other 
hand,  however,  the  opinion  UQivereallj  provaila  that,  in  view 
of  the  changed  vien^and  circnmetanoee  of  the  times,  the  im* 
port  of  these  coiifititntional  pi-oviaions  cannot  be  exhausted 
bj  auflh  an  interpretation.  The  Hmits  of  Uicir  extension  ie 
given  in  the  maxim:  ata  vtere  ttuf,  ui  non  altenum  laeda*} 

So  iiii'  Q£  constitutional  Iniv  was  inroh'ed  in  the  questJoiit 
tliifi  wuK  the  light  in  whicli  tlie  demands  of  the  slaro  Btatet 
hod  to  be  ex&minod. 

The  slave  interest  was  unqne&tioTinbly  right  when  it  oon- 
eldercd  itself  damiLg;cd  hy  dioabulitiunist  jircsii.  And  it  wu 
just  as  anqiieBtionable,  that  the  federal  cuEi«titntion  looked 
ujiun  slaverjr  as  a  fact  existing  b^  right,  since  It  contaioed 
tliree  provisioDB  in  fovor  of  tlie  slaveholders.  But  as  It 
was,  further,  a  nniversally  admitted  principle  of  oonstitn- 
tioual  law,  that  the  federal  constitution  is  a  part  of  the  COD- 
atltuLioii  of  each  of  tlie  states,  it  was  plain  that  the  allegation 
of  the  slave  Btates,  that,  in  their  demands,  thev  had  ^t  up 
no  anti-oonstitntional  re<{ueat,  hut  that  their  demands  were 
eotiroly  in  Imrmony  with  the  meaning  of  the  ooQStitBtioci, 
was  well  fuundud,  provided  the  freedom  of  tlie  press  wu 
to  be  considered  limited  in  the  manner  intimated  above. 

Oould  such  obligations  be  reoognired  by  the  free  statesl 
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<  Eeat,  Comtn.,  I.  p.  612  (11.  p.  21):  Storj.  Cooun.,  11.  ix  617  (g  188S)] 
Coolly,  p,  420.  Swaltoltluintoiifi,  Conuii.,nr,p.m;  C>eLi>ltn«,Oo(i*t 
of  Brs..  p.  234. 

*Cooley,  p.  423,  M71:  "  The  oonstitntionol  liberty  of  ipeecti  and  of  UiS 
praM  .  .  .  implifli  &  light  to  friwly  atter  ttA  pabliab  niuteror  tlw 
otiaSB  pieaw,  and  to  be  piotccUJ  Htfiunit  any  raipoiuibilily  for  th«  potf 
licatwe,exo(!ptMfarufQeli  pnblicaaciM,  from  their  bla«ph«my,  oUcepJty 
or  icaadalaui  characb-r,  niiij  be  a  pabUo  offbaM^  or  at,  by  their  bladwod 
isd  malioe,  they  mnj  humioiulr  a9«t  tbe  private  «*■*'»'■**■'  of  iadi* 
lidiMli." 
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Unquestionably  they  never  could,  njjt  even  if  tliey  had  been 
ImposeJ  by  the  <»>nsL]tution  in  ttie  moat  exprcsti  terms,  iu- 
[Stoul  of  being  ilediictions  from  verjr  gcnei-iil  exprcHsions, 
rhicb  lufl  the  hirgesl  KCjpe  fur  the  arU>  uf  ibo  diulecliciau 
,  the  iiophi.4L 
Hierewluiioiisof  tlie  legislature  of  North  Carolina,  above 
rt-'forretl  Id,  (WiiiaihIchI  th«»upj)res*ioiior  every  "  publication " 
whio}!  tuuded  to  make  the  Hiaves  of  the  south  ilii^itisiied. 
It  wad  self-evitleut  that  the  other  slave  states  woald  have  to 
go  lu  far  Sii  this  in  their  definition  of  uboUttontam,  if  they 
were  to  be  Eally  secured  against  ibe  dreatlol  dangers.  And 
it  was  Just  as  self-evident,  that  everj-  exjircssion  concerning 
aUvery,  not  ntitfr«d  in  tho  tertm  of  tlie  slaveholder,  tendetl 
to  create  diiiBati&factioii  among  the  slaves,  oncu  it  reached 
tlietr  ears.    Tli^nce  the  demands  of  the  slave  states  meant 

fiothing  more  or  less  thiin  that  all  disunssion  of  slavery  in 
he  free  states  should  be  prohibited.     W&e  there  a  single 
lavehnlder  bold  cnongh  to  claim  that  such  a  prohibition 
ould  be  reconciled  with  the  guaranty  of  the  freedom  of  the 
ircss?    There  was  no  iieetl  of  n  knowledge  of  constitutional 
lav  to  find  the  proper  answer  to  this  question;  sound  com- 
Knton  sense  is  gnfficicnt  rightly  to  estimate  its  absardity  ai 
^mnitio.    TVem  it  not  tluit  people  were  tmder  tJie  pressure  of 
Buutom,  sound  coraiuoa  sense  would  have  sufficed  to  discover 
Hturtlier,  that  the  contradiction  and  the  absurdity  lay  in  the 
^constitution  itsolf:  slavery  and  the  freedom  of  the  preascnn- 
Dot  exist  tiiJe  by  side.    Bnt  m  long  as  tlio  frco  state*  bad 
not  become  shive  states,  tlmt  is,  so  long  as  any  opposition 
between  the  two  halves  of  tho  Union,  with  it«rootti  in  slavery, 
oontJnitod,  the  north  could  not  surrender  tlio  freedom  of  tho 
jraes  in  rotation  to  slavery.     Unconditionally  as  it  miglit 
sndemn  the  mdiculisin  of  the  abolitionistfi,  every  resuUe  to 
ling  the  diHsussioa  on  slavei*}'  to  a  close  was,  so  long  as  it 
till  aaw  that  slavery-  was  an  evil,  ineuningleas.     A  nation 
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that,  with  full  cooscioii&Qew  that  it  woa  Buffering  from  a 
gnat  evil,  prokitnted  and  pttatfihed  asj  di&coBsioa  at  the 
BMans  of  couteadiag  with  that  evil,  would  be  conacioodj 
and  in  priocipla  d^reeiog  away  its  own  capaeity  to  lin. 
And  there  was  qncstitia  here,  not  of  temporal^  «xoepttoBal 
OMMDiw  made  noooesary  by  a  traneitofj  and  oxceptional 
ooaidition  of  things. 

Hie  aouth  Iiad  tafceo  care  to  make  all  edf  deception  on  this 
point  impoMible.  Qoi-emor  MoDaffie,  of  SooUi  Carolinii 
bad,  aa  c«.-lir  as  1834^  in  a  meesaj^  to  the  Ieg:t5]atan9^  called 
■larery  "  the  corner  etone  of  oar  repablican  edifiosi*'  Tbe 
Charieetdn  Courier  expressed  its  finn  ommetioa,  ifaat  riaveiT 
in  tbe  soatbern  states  wonld  be  perpetaal;'  and  tbe  Celvm* 
Ha  TtUxcpe  agreed  with  it,  witii  the  bea^t-like  emphMia  of 
the  **  &rc-eater"  of  the  gennine  stamp.' 

■  **  DooKrtic  danfT.  thcraforr.  iartead  <rf  baag  a  pottkal  anL  ■  4o 
OBDV  rtOM  of  oar  Kpubtimi  «di&e.  K«  palmt  wlii>  jally  miirwlM 
oar  laiiQit*  «31  tolaale  tbs  idea  at  — — "i-**^,  afc  aaj  period  how- 
ewrwrootf.  woaaayw»rfilionot|wmaiMr«dTOmag«i.howBwr6ww 
■Ue.  IwaiUa»MNaopinaBf8CtialKiat>CMffiBSifealibcrtr«<t)wM« 
■AODo^ailor  maHaaa  aar  slipalaliaM  far  lb*  ultimate  eMaodpalioo  <l 
4dr  akafM."  niiBiI^  lii  lliii  itiiililiiiaiils  liii  imi  "ttkiqr  deUwite 
opaaoB  tkai  Ibo  bm  of  sntj  eoouaonSj  thnid  poaidk  Ham  specin  d 
iaIwftiaM  Iqr  dMib.  wilbout  the  benefit  cd  dnir.  wgairtiat'  Ibe  aatlnt 
<rf  it  ■•  caatuca  of  tbe  kaaaa  nue."  SSitt,  UO,  p.  140.  Jamrn  0. 
BaaaCBil.  who  wv  deetod  ■erunor  of  Ifav  Mate  m  IMS;  aiiha  to 
ThcwM  Plaifctaai  "I  iii  Itni  TiWiinrt  nairni  thn  imitiiwiil  rf  On 
enor  MoDnfc^  thai  ^dsiay  ii  tb»  mj  ooomc  •toa«  «tf  one  n^aUkan 
•4iiM,*  abOa  1  miHiWali  ■*  nfieolaarir  tbtuA  Oat  mae&  >*aM,  M 
ambmaocndaeaawttottf  Hr.  JcftoBa^U^  'all  bm  an  bora  (We 
aadrqaaL'-  V»  aMf  bM«taBlaBiBdlte«9iar«<1ftK&nit  "WIm* 
iVi  -J  H  •"  -p  —'^"TT*  niiiii  ita  mil  I  Mil  rill  11"  J^ 
1«.17».T.    lUdiiLl^psi^fkmL 

*  -  A*  m»«il»  tb*  iaaMalM  «(  ih««T,  «•  &n4r  bdim  (ImI  a  wiD 
b*  fapctaal  IB  tiw  math;  and.  I»  oar  Ibe  hwt.  an  MRMla  Oa*  «m  BMiil 
nil  into  tb»  itnilr  «f  tbo  |ia<  bi«an  aar  abwa  tf  iwad  cmaadfa- 
tba  CM  bg  ilhmmil.  *»  tb»  iwilhifc  imlaMiM  at  swetmL-  Hte. 
XUX  PL  74. 

•I  *- Let  ■(  (IkImv  Uh^  Uw  fvhb  jam^  ef  Mr«o«tar.  *M  "■* 
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Tlie  south,  hy  tim  aUcoco  of  modcratioa,  bec&tnc  tlio  best 
ftlly  ol  tlie  ubolitioui^iU.  ^iles  oompliiiua:  "Xliose  thiDgs, 
OD  Uu3  put  of  the  south,  have  caua&d  a  great  reaction,  in  the 

rtb;"  and  the  BoUon  C'oarUr  taid  that  they  bad  mado 
tuordooavcrtitoabolitioniiuuiiLlhi-w  muuUuthaij  tho  aboli- 
tionUtb  tLcm&cKc3  LuiU  bceu  able  to  win  over  in  three  ^eaxs.* 


qontioa  of  daraty  it  notr  srd  tball  sot  be  open  to  discuaion  —  that  U10 
ayikaa  u  deep  lootod  among  us,  aoit  miut  rcnukin  forever —  that  tho  wry 
^^aoaa^t  my  pdvato  indiritlual  HttcmiitB  to  led,uiu  us  upoa  itH  wUa  kad 
tttf.  and  Ibe  nooeBu^  o£  putliog  tuMiu  in  oiieniiion  to  team  im 
I  tfa«m.  in  tbo  auae  moment  his  ton^e  sbail  be  CQt  out  and  cast  upon 
Ltbe  dtmgfailL'*    Il»d..  S&. 

■•"nw  "BtMtoDCoimeEr"publialii»l  at  this  tjmcii  poem,  tbs  lMiT«nw 
of  -mUtt  1  bera  gi*i)  boaauM  ihey  afi'onl  oluqueut  teftUiuono',  iA  a  ifluUM^ 
temtio  wmr,  to  Uw  DMCtioa  wbiuh  bud  beeun : 

"U'taotcmougb  tbabtbii  ii  borao? 
Aod  uka  our  hHiiglity  n^icbbor  inoteV 
Must  lott«n  wbidi  hi*  alareB  hare  worn 
Clanlt  round  the  Tunlroe  &nner's  door? 
Host  k*  be  told,  botide  his  plow, 
What  be  mult  ainntk,  auil  when  and  Aew  f 

Moat  lu  ba  totd  hii  freodom  staadB 
On  uiamej'9  daik  foandaiiutu  ricosg  — 
Od  breakiiig  hiwta  lud  f«tteied  baiida^ 
Oa  robbcfyasd  cxime  and  wwng? 
Ttiatsll  hi«fatliera(«ig1itkvain  — 
Ibat  treed»iu's  emblem  u  tho  diain? 

Its  life — itasoul,  tnmMktrtry  drawn? 
Fhln— fool— prcfaoel  e^>  Undi  ua  wcU 
Of  holy  Uutb  itom  falaehood  boia  — 
Of  bcaTcn  r-fmbed  by  aira  bxaa  hoUl 
Of  Tiitue  nunod  bj  open  rice  — 
Of  dpmonaplantbffptundise! 

Rail  on  Iben.  'breUuro  of  tbe  «outh  '— 
TedukQnotlieartho  tniUi  ihaless^ 
No  mmI  ii  00  the  Yankee's  mo^tt^ 
So  Mter  on  the  Yiuik«e'«  pr«  I 
Vvm  OUT  Oreeo  moun  toinJ  to  tho  Ma, 
One  TDioo  sboU  Iboudor  —ir*  anfrul " 
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TcD  moutlis  after  the  uia^'Or  of  Boston  Lad  succeeded  with 
difficulty  in  saving  Garrison  from  tlie  mob,  in  a  jiiil,  it  hap- 
pened in  !IRo&ton  tiiat  two  femalo  refugee  slaree  were  taken 
from  the  court  home,  placed  in  o,  earria^  that  was  in  wait- 
ing for  them,  and  carried  off  from  their  hunters  from  Bal- 
timore.' 

The  hifitorj  of  tlic  Bucceeding  period  exclades  the  assump- 
tion that  the  ftontti  learned  aiijrthing  from  thia  incipient 
reaction.  It  van  to  be  aecrihed  tielther  to  a  return  to  com- 
paratiro  moderation  nor  to  a  greater  consideration  for  the 
demands  of  pi-udence,  that  the  rage  ugainst  the  abolitionists 
through  the  preas  and  at  popular  meetings,  gradually  abated 
eomcwhat.  The  proximate  cause  of  this  wa£  Uio  recognition 
that  the  immediate  object  of  the  agitation  conid  not  he  at- 
tained. The  ))ublic  became  weary  of  listening  to  thia  loud- 
voiced  declamation,  as  no  practical  result  from  it  could  he 
discovered ;  and  when  tlie  public  grew  tired  of  it,  the  prese 
and  [mblio  gpeiikera  were  compelled  to  endeavor  to  hold  their 
attention  in  some  other  way.  Asperity  and  alarm  continued 
as  grcut  as  before;  only  the  mode  of  agitation  wne  changed 
in  part.  Thedemontitratioiisof  the  audience  in  the  jfarterre 
grewleea  frecinent  and:  nuiay,  but  more  life  was  put  into  the 
play  on  the  Btage,  and  the  complication  of  the  tragic  plot 
continued. 

Even  before  the  cetabliehment  of  the  Ztherator  and  the 
conspiracy  of  Turner,  the  alave  atates  had  began  to  protect 
themselves  bj  a  rampart  of  Draconian  laws  against  every- 
thing in  the  shape  of  print  which  was  calculated,  as  the 
coo%'cntioual  phrase  had  it,  to  excite  dissatisfaction  among 
the  ekree,  or  to  indte  them  to  insurrection.  In  1880  eveo, 
*'when  the  evil  waa  comparatively  in  its  infancy,"  as  Gov- 
ernor Swain  exprcsBcd  himself,  a  law  of  Korth  Carolina 
declared  the  publishing  or  dJ&eemiuatton  of  Buch  printed 

'SeeKila.L.p.3S7. 
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mutter  a  tolony,  and  made  tho  first  offcnee  panishable  try- 
fine,  wlii|}jiini;  and  the  pillorv,  and'the  second  witli  deatl].' 
Id  Maryland,  a  law  of  1S31  pQni^Lod  tlie  eAmo  act  with 
(Iet«Qt{on  in  the  house  of  correction  for  not  less  than  ten 
nor  more  than  twenlj  years,*  Georgia  cast  tho  evil  doeni 
into  the  hoose  of  correction;  Louisiann  hanged  them;  all 
ibe  slave  otates  tlirentenod  them  with  severe  penalties*  And 
now  all  ihesG  Bflf^nards  threatened  to  become  illusory.  The 
pions  vrish  tliat  the  abolitionists  might  oomo  witliiu  "catch, 
ing  distance*' remained  mifiilfilled;  but  the  products  of  tlieir 
press  were  carried  wliithersoever  they  wiiihed  hy  the  United 
States  mail.  The  rage  which  took  possessioD  of  the  south 
cannot  he  imagined,  when,  in  the  Rtimmer  of  3835,  the  first 
great  shipment  were  discovered.  South  Carolina,  as  usual, 
stood  at  the  head  of  the  nitnw.  Tlic  Southern  Patriot, 
published  in  Charleston,  declared,  on  tlie  30th  of  July:  "If 
tfatt  gentrral  poiitofSce  is  not  at  liberty  to  act  in  tliis  manner 
[to  prevent  the  circulation  of  the  papens],  it  is  imiKtasihle  to 
answer  for  the  ^ecunty  of  the  mail!)  in  this  portion  of  the 
coontry."  The  following  night,  the  postoffice  buildingof  the 
eity  was  broken  into,  a  hsg  containing  tracts  and  papers  was 
taken  out,  and  it  wn«  announced  tliat  its  contents  would  bo 
pnblicly  burned  the  folloH-ing  day.  The  sheet  just  men- 
tioned was  of  opinion  that  tJte  act  of  violence  was  an  orer- 
haaty  one;  that  it  would  have  been  time '.'to  take  the  law 
into  their  own  hands  when  an  unsntisfactory  answer  had 
come  from  the  general  postofiice.  But  we  would  snggeet 
iKftt.  whiiiever  Iw  done  in  that  way,  let  it  be  performed  In 
(►pen  dayliglit  and  on  the  highway,  and  that  persons  of  re- 
tponsibility  and  weight  of  character  be  deputed  to  act  in  the 
name  and  for  the  good  of  the  whole  of  the  citizens.*'  *  These 
atiotiB  were  followed,  iDasmiicli  as  a  meeting  of  the 


Kike,  XLIX,  p.  238. 

>ibid..XLa,p.8. 


•Ibid..  LVllI.p.230. 
Mbid..XLVlU,  pp.  408,409. 
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people  nominatcci  a  " committee  of  mhtj"  of  twentj.0Be 
memberfi  ou  tlie  4th  of  Angaet.  This  committae  pot  itavU 
ia  cumtnnnicalion  with  the  ixMlmoater  of  the  dty,  who,  in 
evor^'tUiug,  readily  aeoedcd  to  its  wisbos.  With  tho  atmott 
harmony,  it  wtLscsttkijIishcd  what  "incendiary'*  pablicationa 
wei-e,  and  their  delivei-y  to  the  jiereoue  they  were  addreesad 
to  neglected.  A  MicoQd  large  popular  meeting,  on  the  10th 
of  August,  brought  the  *•  patriotic  "  uprising  to  a  propisitmal 
cloee.  The  resolutioim  passed  there  reached  their  climax  in 
the  iiBiial  flourish — a  convention  of  the  elavo  states  and  the 
wcntuftl  dissolution  of  the  Union.' 

The  complnceiicy  of  the  poetmnster  of  ChorleBtOD  did 
Dot,  however,  contiiic  itaelf  to  the  ahove  mentioaed  kiiid- 
nesses.  lie  wroto  to  his  coHoaguo  in  New  York,  and  re- 
qiieatod  liim  to  prohibit  the  transmiBsion  of  the  incendiary 
pnblications.  The  latter  at  Urst  ackod  the  anti-slavery  society 
to  i^us]>end  the  trending  of  thuir  publications  nntit  ha  had 
received  instructions  from  the  postmaster  general.  As  tie 
received  an  answer  refusing  this  request,  he  annonoccd  that 
tlicir  ptiblicntionft  would  not  be  wnt  until  further  aotiea.' 

On  the  23nd  of  August  the  postmaster  general,  Araoa 
Kendall,  answered  the  request  for  in»tructian»  in  n  long  let- 
ter,'  which  calls  for  a  more  careful  consideration.  KetKlall 
begins  witli  the  declaration:  "That  the  |>utiluis<ter  genural 
bos  no  l€gal  auttiority  ...  to  exolude  frani  the  niaila 
any  specie*  of  nen'spapert,  magmdnes  or  pamphlets;  such  a 
power  veatMl  in  the  head  of  this  dttpartmeut  would  bi*  fuar- 
tnlly  dangerous  aitd  has  been  properly  withhold."  But  tJMt  ^J 
be  might  not  be  misuDderstood  by  luin  (S.  L.  Qoureroeor)*^! 
the  abolitioaists  or  the  pnbliu,  he  desired  to  add:  **UI 
were  situated  as  you  are,  I  would  do  as  you  have  donsi*'    It 


I 
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<  NilM.  XLVm.  pp.  416,  447. 

•  Tbe  oonapcnMlaiios  n  vrntled  in  Niles,  XLVUI,  pp.  44?,  448. 
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stinA&tcFS  Imew  tbat  it  was  the  objecit  of  the  contents  of  a 
spAper,  or  of  uny  other  ptibliottion.  tu  |>rotuotv  tlic  com- 
usrion  of  &  crimp,  it  was  ''their  duty  to  detain  them.^ 
**  As  a  racaenrd  of  great  public  noofiesitj*,  therefore,  you  and 
the  other  poatinattere  nho  bavo  lueumed  the  re»|>ou^ihility 
of  stopping  these  inflaminatonr  papere,  will,  I  Iiavo  uo  doubt, 
fliMid  jiiEtified  iQ  that  step  t>oforo  j-our country  and  all  m&u- 

ThU  doeuaieiit  finds  itson-nplement  in  a  letter  of  Kendall 
b>  the  pOBtma«t«r  of  Charleston.  It  h  there  acknowledged 
that  the  authority  to  exclude  printed  matter  &om  the  mails, 
<m  account  of  its  oontent«,  would  give  the  postoffice  depart- 
ment "  a  power  over  the  prosB."  At  the  close  we  read :  '*  By 
DO  act  or  direction  of  mine,  official  or  private,  would  I  be 
ndnoed  to  aid,  kuowiugly,  in  gLviDgoiraulation  to  papers  of 
lit  deecription,  directly  or  indirectly.  We  owe  an  obliga- 
tion to  the  taws,  but  a  higher  one  to  the  comniumtics  in 
fhlch  we  lire;  and  if  the  former  be  perverted  to  destroy  the 
tter,  it  ii  patriotidin  to  dierognrd  thetn."> 
The  postmaster  general,  a  member  of  the  cabinet,  therefore, 
in  U)  oflieiiU  docnment,  deukre^  it  to  be  Urn  patriotic  duty 
of  his  Bubordinatca,  grossly  to  violate,  not  unly  the  btatute 
law,  bat  the  conBtitiitton;  for  hu  lays  stress  on  tJie  fact  that 
tiie  mode  of  action  which  is  made  their  patriotic  duty  ia  the 
lercibi.-  of  "  a  f>uwer  over  the  prees,"  which  the  ocnslitution 
cxpr«*aly  witJiheld  even  from  the  legislative  j)ower.  If 
are  was  quMtioti  here  only  of  Kendall,  the  matter  would 
re  Donsiddmtton  at  nuMut  as  a  curioMty.  But  the  prcsi- 
it  waa  hack  of  the  podtmiwter  general,  for  if  he  had  not 
riiared  tlie  views  of  his  minister,  be  would  not  have  left  him 
we  boor  in  his  position  after  «uch  a  moiutroeity.  Xboee 
lettete  of  Kendall  were,  indeed,  coneeived  and  written  in 
fta  reai  Jocksonian  spirit.     Wo  recall  Jackson's  saying: 

•NilM.XLVIlI,p.U8. 
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"Every  public  oiBcer  who  takes  an  oath  to  support  die  cob- 

Blitution,  swtars  to  support  it  hs  he  iindcrstfln(U  it,  and  oot 

ox  otlier*  nnderetand  it."     From  this  principle  to  the  ottwr, 

that  ercr^  public  officer  iras  in  dnt;  bound  to  set  himself 

above  the  constitution  whenever  "  patriotiBm  "  required  it, 

there  was  but  one  Ktcp.     This  principle  and  that  of   gDT> 

ernor  Garle  cited  atwve,  that  certain  parU  of  the  oonstita> 

tiun  wurc  to  bu  strictly  construed  ami  otbcni  not,  give  as 

the  key  to  the  tjpirit  wliicb  gorerned  the  policy  of  tlie  deni' 

ocratic  party  from  ita  origin  to  very  recent  times.     Iti 

Btubbom  feith  in  the  letter  baa  alTivays  been  only  the  exter> 

nnl  appearance  with  whirh  it  —  for  the  roo^t  part,  indeed,iB 

good  faith  —  deceived  itself.    From  ita  natorc,  it  always  ht- 

banged  to  the  a  priori  Kchool.    Only  the  cuunently  realistic 

character  which  circumstances  in  the  United  States  impress 

with  overpowering  furee  on  the  life  of  individuals  and  of 

the  ectire  people,  has  preserved  it  from  the  all-aided  andun* 

bridled  gron-th  of  doctrinarian  ism  to  which  it«  original  Firaeh 

protjtyj>cs  suceiiinbed.    The  principal  differeooe  between 

that  parly  and  the  purer  school  of  I^agseao,  i»  that  the 

latter  ascends  logically  from  the  individnal  to  the  *'  geaeral 

will,**  while  the  former,  for  the  mo6t  pai-t,  has  lost  sight  ol 

the  epeculattve  basis  of  the  theory,  and  takes  the  moods  of 

ttie  masses  for  its  starting  point.     Whatever  is  in  harmony 

witli  these  is  correct  and  right.     But  the  nuKxln  of  the 

maiUies  find    tlimr  official  expre^on  in  the  commands  of 

party.     AVithin  these  narrow  and  yet   infinitely  elastic  lim* 

)tF,tliesovert!ign  indiTidualwill  has  fuU  force.    ThecriterioD 

to  ascertain  whether  it  bas  broken  through  them,  is  agtuu 

furnished  by  tlie  moods  of  the  masses.    And  finally,  abaola- 

tion,  not  only  liefore  the  worid  bnt  also  of  oneself,  for  Uw 

Bin  (if,  at  the  same  time  diftrcgnrding  ]x»itivc  law,  which  is 

sometimes  unavoidable,  is  found  In  the  good  intention  which 

oomc<  clothed  in  the  drapery  of  true  and  enlightened  patrj- 


ABouTiainsTS  i^m  ttiz  uails. 


lae 


sm.  Tliis  eiplttiiis  Uie  charm  which  the  democrmtlc  party 
Has  alwBja  exercised  over  tho  lower  strata  of  the  masses. 

Kendftll's  ]etter  to  poatmaatcr  Gouvernoiir,  however,  threw 
li^t  on  the  question  b-om  another  side.  Immediatul/  after 
the  eniphittic  deciaration,  that  no  l^al  right  existed  to  ex- 
clude the  abolitioDi&tpuhtiaitioiia  from  theiimi]»,  follows  the 
eqaall^  emphatic  expression  of  tho  doubt,  whi^thcr  thu  aboli- 
tionists hnd  a  legal  right  to  require  that  their  piihliaxtiona 
Rhonid  be  traDsudttod  to  tho  slave  statfls  thmugh  tlio  mails. 
This  question  IS  apparentlj  answerod  hy  the  fii-at  deehimtion. 
Sach,  however,  is  not  tlie  case.  Keretical  as  the  opinion 
maj  «K(m  even  to-day  to  most  AmcrlcftQs,  there  can  be  no 
donbt  that  Kendall's  argnment  on  this  poiut  was  to  the  par* 
pow. 

The  [XJBtmaster  general  start*  out  witli  the  in  eon  tai  table 
pnDciplc,  that  so  far  as  tlie  federal  constitntion  entered  into 
the  qaestion,  tlw  several  states  had  tlie  rij^ht  to  prohibit  the 
dtssemluation  within  their  limits  of  publications  which  ap- 
peared dangerous  to  them.  Every  one  of  the  slave  states 
had  madesnch  a  prohibition  in  relation  to  all  publications 
which  bor«  a  character  inimical  to  slavery.  '*Now  have 
these  people,"  Kendall  asks,  ''  a  legal  right  to  do  by  the  mail 
oaniere  and  pofltmostiers  of  the  Utiited  States  acts  whidi,  if 
done  by  theraselvM  or  their  agents,  would  lawfully  subject 
tbam  to  the  punishment  due  to  feloas  of  the  deepest  dyo9 
Are  the  officers  of  the  Uuited  States  comjiellt-d  hy  tlic  con- 
Ultntiun  »nd  laws  to  become  the  instruments  ami  accom- 
plioee  o£  those  who  design  to  ballla  and  make  nugntory  the 
ooDStitntional  taws  of  tlie  statcsl  ...  It  might  be  plntis- 
Udy  alleged  that  no  law  of  tho  United  States  can  protect 
bom  punishment  any  man,  whether  a  public  officer  or  citi> 
tan,  in  the  commission  of  an  act  which  the  state,  acting 
tithin  the  nndoobted  sphere  of  her  reserved  rights,  luu  de- 
clared to  be  a  crime."    That  from  this,  the  authority  of  the 


d. 


IW  JAOKSON'B  ADMDnSTBATION  — ASKBIATIOK  OF  TB 


general  goveroment,  to  say  Dothing  of  tlie  8ev«ra}  fedenl 
ofBcora,  to  violate  tlie  freedom  of  the  preeg  guvaDtie<l  bjr 
tbc  constitDtioD  cannot  be  infcrriM],  ia  a&  6elf>evideai  m  tiiSLt 
the  exolnsion  of  wholo  clasaee  of  publications  from  tlio  inaSk, 
beoanse  of  the  opinions  expressed  in  them  on  certain  insti-  ^ 
tatioiis  and  on  th«  oonditioaof  tilings  ia  certain  partsof  the  ^ 
oouQtry,  would  havo  boon  f.  groM  riolation  of  the  fc«edom 
of  the  press.  But  tliie  does  not  do  aw«_r  with  those  objw- 
tiouB  of  Kendftll.  Neitlier  in  oongrees  nor  elsoivliero  luira 
thcr  l»en  validly  refuted.  That,  oontrarr  to  the  persist«Bl 
■seorttons  of  the  south,  the  abolitionists  did  not  eend  tli*ir 
pnblicfitionft  to  slAToe.  and  tliat  the  desire  to  incite  an  insar- 
roction  of  slaves  was  as  far  from  them  as  from  Uie  elave- 
holdepi  tliemselvcs,  changes  the  case  in  nothing.'    Tlie  state 

*Tfae  Anti-SlaTf>ry  Society  of  Mafaoobiuetta  iwoed  An  addroM  "  to  tin 
ptiblio  "  on  Lb«  I7Ui  of  August,  in  which  ve  nmi:  "  It  is  inttniBied  thai 
vo  ore  Kuitty  at  drculatins  iiicendiaJ7  pobUealaoiu  axaoag  tho  iioatlnn) 
dim*.  Wn  nttariy  and  iii4JgnaDtl]r  6my  Mb  calanny,  and  w«  caB  for 
thn  [HOof.  We  hare  no  dcnon  and  no  ineana  to  addnai  the  davea.  XoOt- 
iag  tan  hit  f  irUin-  from  onr  wiahM  thaa  to  fseite  tha  sUto  popaUtm. 
We  shouH  ooQiidcr  nnjr  ictioa  of  thia  kiad  as  &r  wone  tbttB  ubcIms  — m 
hifcbljr  dongeratu,  and  u  litUe  ten  criminal  th^n  inarder.  Why  Hhoold 
we  aeelE  to  protaota  fauurroctioi]?  Wbat  iliould  wQ  not  loae  bj  itV  Aa 
ncnhoBts  and  maohanicB.  am  citucm  and  parenta,  at  patrioti  and  Clirif 
ttana,  m  ham  aa  waA  to  risk  as  otben  ia  UiiB  commnnitf;  and  m  kooir 
that  aodi  aa  event  irould  be  the  greatest  calamilj-  to  tho  fllana,  and  to  tba 
caoao  of  fniMlom.  No  uiti-alaTCry  Rocdety,  aud  uo  penon  conueoted  iritb 
ny  noti-tlaTOT  tocic^,  i>  believed  to  hav«  ev«r  eiKulated  aoiODir  tilt 
riaru  any  cimulatian  wh&tevec,  u  is  k>  often  hinted,  but  newt  yet,  ve 
bcUne,  diatinotly  ehu^gnd,  by  the  ofiposen  of  onr  auoat.  Ws  loleijialy 
pledfpi  otuaelvoi,  that  if  it  coo  I>o  Bbown  that  any  pvnon  oanoDctad  vith 
eurcauaehai  Bferdreulated  iiiflaiBmataTytnKitaan»on|ftbQ>Lav««,orvMi 
a  -new  to  be  read  by  them,  m  will  pubUdy  lenooiuM  hia  aa  a  foa  lofle 
peacB  of  aoeie^.  and  to  thM  boat  iatearta  of  th«  eppnnod. 

**  We  rofier  our fdbw  oitiMaatoaaTaadaUaf  ouTpiiblicatuni.pCfBiB|>- 
tohly  doiiyiiig  that  tfane  can  ba  found  in  them  a  Mnt«iKX>  from  whien 
oonld  be  iuf  irrred  other  ooonad  to  tb«  kkvct  than  this,  *  to  itificr  injury  ami 
atlDbo  kind*  — 'not  to  kvense  thenuftlvea,  bub  gtva  place  untowialb.' 


F&EEDOU  Of  THH  nUD& 

phich  inteniictcd  their  publications,  niid  branded  the 

wspmi nation  of  tliem  as  a  grout  crime,  were  not  in  conflict 

rllli   die   federal   constitntion.      The  general   goveruuieiit 

whifh,  on  the  one  hand,  was  coinpelled  by  the  conetitatioa 

trntiiimit  thu  abolitioni&t  pnblications  through  the  mails 

^  all  other  piiblicntluuti,  was,  on  tlie  other  hand,  giiilty  of 

slation  of  tliecoDStitutionnl  criininnl  laws  of  tliusc  states 

\tj  so  transmitting  them.     Here,  again,  it  was  true  that 

dttvery  and  the  freedom  oF  the  press  conld  not  exist  side  bjr 

_Ad/o~     But  the  conflict  here  went  deeper.     If  —  aa  the  con- 

Ktntioo  provided  —  the  postoffice  was    to  be  a  inalter  of 

itional  eonceni,  and  to  lie  within  the  excluftive  domain  of 

'  general  gorernment,  the  gnarantj^ing  of  the  froodom  of 

tbe  press  in  retspcct  to  the  general  government  could  not  be 

harmonirod  with  the  total  ahsenca  of  protection  of  tlie  press 

respect  to  the  sereral  states,  so  far  as  the  federal  coasti- 

ation  was  eoncerned.     If,  in  this  conflict,  freedom  won  tho 

victorj',  and  it  is  not  to  be  fenred,  after  tlio  abolition  of  slav. 

IT,  that  any  conflict  on  this  qnestton  will  over  arise  again, 

IS  due  to  a  mere  matter  of  fnct  that  this  final  decision  has 

en  reached.     The  freedom  of  the  press  has  become  part  of 

flfibh  and  blood  of  the  American  people  to  Dueh  an  ex- 

lit,  and  is  sn  eonditioned  by  the  democratic  cliarncter  of 

leir  political  and  social  life,  that  a  siicefusfiil  attack  on  it, 

bo  matter  what  legal  authority  it  might  have  on  its  side,  is 

ipossible.     Kven  the  gigimtic  jwwer  of  the  slavoeraoy  gare 

ae  battle  up  as  hopeless  after  the  first  onslaugliL 

Hie  proddont^s  message  of  the  2d  of  Deceniber,  1835, 


"  We  hare  neter  adrocatMl  tbs  light  of  pb^ncal  neiHtnnM  on  ttie  part 
th«  o^^irtmfiA.  W«  amnn  «iir  am^lanti,  that  we  wonlil  not  nuziftoe 
life  of  a  HOfflf)  slsTBholdcr  to  cioancipikbe  emy  ilitTi!  in  tha  United 
NOes.  XLTUI.  p.  457.  Sw  alio  die  letter  dt  the  New  TotIc 
'Asti-SlaTeiy  SocMty  of  UieflStli  of  Deoember,  1B3&,  to  preaidoBt  Joelnoc. 
Jit,  »«.  Writ,  pp.  3M-a09. 
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brouglit  the  t^uestioD  in  an  oQicial  manner  before  coognes.' 
Jacksuti,  after  hta  ou-n  fashion,  touk  Uie  tiling  easily.  1^ 
"repreeeotstive  of  the  AniericaD  people ''  does  not  need  to 
examine  either  the  state  of  the  factor  tJie  confltitutlonal  law. 
T!ie  urri'ttilinii  of  the  wicked  n1x>Hl.ic>iiidt«  was,  indeedf  a 
frightful  [HtiKDn,  but  out  of  thec«u&titntional  magic  kicchea 
of  the  infallible  one  came  the  antidote  ready  to  be  adtnioU- 
tered.  Attompte  had  been  mode  to  disseminate  *'  infiamma- 
tory»p]>eab addressed  to  the  passions  o£  the  slaves"  tbraoj^ 
the  mails.  That  vraa  not  only  "onoonetitntional,*'  "but  re- 
pugnant to  tlic  principles  of  our  national  compact  and  to  the 
diotatosof  humaoity  and  religion."  If  the  "  cxprcii^ion  of 
the  public  n-ill"  should  not  suffice  to  put  an  cod  to  then 
atrocities, ''not  a  doubt "  conld  be  entertained  that  the  free 
stAtes  would  employ  all  other  suitable  means  to  prevent  the 
slightest  interference  with  the  *' constitutional  rights  of  Cbo 
eoatli."  But  it  was,  above  all  things,  the  duty  of  the  gea- 
eral  government  to  proecrvo  "inviotalo  the  reUtions  created 
among  the  eUdt^A  by  the  constitution."  Hence,  the  prcttideot 
proposed  that  a  law  elioiild  be  paseed  prohibiting,  ^nader 
severe  penalties,  the  circiiI&tioD  in  the  eouthem  states,  throsf^ 
the  mail,  of  incendiary  publioatioas  intended  to  iostigaU 
alaves  to  insurrection." 

On  Caliioiin's  motion,  tlie  eonate  referred  tliis  part  of  the 
message  to  a  B)>ecial  committee  of  five  membera,*  four  of 
whom  were  chosen  from  the  south.  Spite  of  this,  the  report 
which  Bccompaniecl  the  bill  introduced  on  the  itix  of  Febra-  ■ 
ary,  18S6,  bad  a  vonp-  email  claim  to  be  called  tlie  report  of 
s  committee.  l(ot  only  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  but  King, 
of  Qeorgiu,  and  Linn,  of  Siiaeouri,  declared  that  they  could 
agree  to  only  a  part  of  it'  Only  the  minority — OaUioun 

>  Statann.'a  Man..  11,  pp.  1D18, 1019. 
*Deo.31,183^    Deb.  of  COngr.,  XU,  p. 70L 
■lUrtj  Tmii'  Tmn,  1,  p.  Ml. 
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1,  of  Xortb  Carolina  —  utircecrrcdly  acquiesced  m 
rictljr  •pe4king,  Uiero  waa  no  report  whatever,  for,  in 
tL«  United  States  —  contrary,  iudeed,  to  the  usual  mods  of 
ipeech  —  it  has,  to  uy  the  least,  alwaje  been  a  question  of 
delwte,  whether  the  minority  of  a  committee  could  make  a 
report. 

Moreover,  the  bill  woa  so  liu-  from  having  the  undivided 
ucquiescenoe  of  the  eenators  of  the  EoiUhem  states  that  ite 
rejection  Tcas  from  lite  fir«t  eon&idcred  certain.  Ita  oppo- 
neat«  were  controlled  partly  bycoastitational  considcratiooB 
and  portly  by  doubt  as  to  its  expediency.  The  latter  eLould 
bare  been  reasonably  snfficient  for  all.  'Hie  import  of  tlie 
bill  was,  tliaC  no  postmaster  t^hould  "kiiuwiiigly  "  transmit 
iay  "p^)er*"  whidi  treated  of  slavery  in  a  way  in  conflict 
mill  the  laws  of  the  state  in  question,  to  the  elave  states,  or 
ddiver  any  Biicb  paper  to  tlie  person  in  the  slave  statctri  it  was 
addressed  Uf.  Any  person  dt^ol>eyiiif$  il«  provieiona  waa  to  be 
puniAlied  by  fine  and  iniprisoiimotit.  If,  as  Callionn  asserted 
la  an  answer  to  an  objection  by  Webster,  the  word  "  know- 
iugly  "  was  honestly  iutouded,  the  law  eould  not  but  remain  a 
^biuntity;  fur  how  often  conld  it  be  Kliowri  that  the  post< 
^mater  knew  the  contenla  of  tlie  prohibited  publicniion.  If 
the  intended  effect  were  tobe  Rttaine<l,  jiostmastera  would  have 
had  to  Inform  ihemBwlveaof  the  uonientsof  the  marl?.  Thus 
every  postmaster  would  have  to  constitnte  himself  n  aihintt 
nair,  and  liim  imitrtictiuns  to  Ite  the  law  of  the  state  in  which 
liis  pOBtoffice  lay.  This  would  have  led  to  etrange  things. 
"Hie  "crime"  for  which  "Williams,  of  New  York,  waa  to  bo 

fxandered  to  Alabama,  coneiated  in  the  following  eentencea 
the  EmancipaU>r:  "  God  commands,  and  all  nature  cries 
oat,  that  man  uliould  not  Iw  held  as  property.     The  system 
^£  making  men  property  has  plunged  two  million  two  hun- 

^^Th«  tail,  after  eQainentlnjtspedallr,  obwapapera,  pampblets,  [^cttuet, 
tic.,  addi  "  or  a&j  otliar  poper.'^   Deb.  of  Coagc.,  XIJ,  p.  Ibi. 
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drcd  and  fifty  thonMnd  of  our  fellow  oooutijmcn  into  tli 
deepest  phy&ical  and  moral  do^rvdution,  and  the^  are  everj^ 
momeat  sinkiug  deeper."    This  certainly  was  no  worse  tb%a ' 
tho  "self-evident"  tnith  of  tlie  Declaration  of  IndependcuM, 
that  oU  inea  ftrc  bom  free  &Dd  equal.    It  might,  lion-erer,^ 
have  verj  easily  happened  that  the  Ucclaration  of  Ind©-™ 
peiidcnoe  or  the  constitution  of  MassaeliusottB,  which  had 
ndopteil  that  principle,  should  have  heen  treated  as  "inccn- 
diarj-  piibllcatiims,  iutcnded  to  instigate  the  slare«  to  insur- 
rection."   A  few  years  lator,  one  Chauncey  B.  Black,  an  agent 
of  the  Eihlo  Society  in  New  Orleans,  was  cited  before  the 
court  because  he  had  asked  eome  elaves  whether  Ihey  wonldj 
like  to  hare  a  Bible.    Only  on  the  aeeumiicc  of  the  Bible 
Society  that  he  liod  acted  in  opposition  to  Iheir  riewa,  &ad\ 
on  proof  that  ho  hod  not  iinderelood  his  iD&tmctions,  iras  he 
discliarged  after  receiving  a  naming  to  do  so  no  more.' 
Tinioroas  or  very  zealous  postmasters  might,  therefore,  vay 
easily  have  placed  the  Bible,  as  a  fire-brand,  on  ttie  index-d 
A  great  part  of  the  epeechea  delivered  in  congreaB  shonJd^ 
plainly  enough,  never  have  piusscd  the  limits  of   a  slars' 
state.    Tho  press  of  ttic  southern  states  preached  every  day 
the  murder  and  manelaughter  of  the  abolitionii^ts.     'What 
monstrosities  might  not  postinaeters,  in  the  carrying  out  ol 
Buch  a  law,  have  eomuiitted  unpunished,  provided  only  they 
protected  themselves  with  the  plea  of  their  sen!  for  the  slavery 
Interest?    Even  now  a  southern  postmaster  darod  to  write^ 
to  an  acquaintance  in  Bonton:  "  Teetcrdny,  while  oxamtnlog^ 
the  mail  in  sean^i  of  '  incendiaries,'  I  discovered  a  letter 
written  on  a  beautiful  slieet  of  pink  paper.    I  broke  it  opea^ 
and,  lo  cnA  behold,  it  was  a  love  letter  from  our  old  firieodH 
UItt  — ^  to  young ,  of  this  village.    It  would  make 


Qe 

7     . 

I 


>  "K<nr  UrlcoH  Pim.viiDe,"  AnpiH  IS,  ISil,  abed  in  Jay,  Letter 
Kaboplvw.   1G«.  Writ.  p.  <75. 
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j^n  Ungh  to  read  if'  "Sbado  of  Washington"  exclaimed 
1}»  Boston  Atlaa,  "whore  ape  otir  lil>ertic*r' 

CBlhonn'sliiUwHP,  iiMlwti.rejei'fwl,  l>ut  it  raKoii'ed  nineteen 
^linst  tweoty-fivo  rotc«.'  Of  tlie  Tiineteen  wlio  voted  a;-*, 
tltcrawcre  fnnr  from  itie  free  Ptates."  It  was  tim*  to  conjure 
np  ifc©  «ha<k  of  Wafhingtoii  when  such  a  bill  could  receive 
the  TOte  of  nearly  fonr-ninthft  of  tho  senatow.  But  one  of  the 
ligmof  the  timed,  mnch  more  nlgnificant  than  the  hill  itself, 
VIS  the  oonstitntional  vindication  of  it  hy  its  originator. 

A  law  BQch  AS  the  president  had  proposed,  Calhoun  de- 
dued  to  be  indobitahly  nnwmstitiitional,  as  it  would  oWi- 
oaJy  violate  tlie  freedom  of  the  press.'  Siieh  a  law  would 
pre  the  goFemment  greater  power  over  the  pn-sa  than  it 
lad  formerly  assumed  in  the  repudiated  sedition  laws,* 
ilijeli  were  iiniversally  held  to  I)e  nnconatitiitionfi].  More- 
(mr,«iicb  a  law  wonid  not  overt  the  danger  which  threatened 
tin  soathem  states  bnt  rather  increatteit  It  it  was  (or  con- 
gnaa  to  decide  what  publications  were  incendiary,  it  would 
btre  had  to  decide,  also,  what  publications  were  not  incei]* 
liiary;  hnt  if  this  were  so,  sUvery  was  delivered  over  to  the 
raeny  of  oongrcss.*  Fortnnatelv  snch  a  right  did  not  belong 
toooogreaa.    The  care  for  tlicir  internal  peace  and  secnrity 

'DetrfConffT..  XII,  p.77!. 

'Bucfaanan  of  Pcnnijlnuiia.  Robimwn  of  Uliaois,  Tallmadge  and  & 
Vnglit  of  New  Tork. 

<OtUioiiii'e  Worb.  V,  pp.  191, 192. 

'ORllMan'i  Works,  II.  p.  SU. 

' "  KothtD^  i*  more  clenr  than  tliat  tho  admianon  of  Uia  ti^t,  o&  Ui« 
)«cto(  eoiigreWi  to  detcnnliM  vhat  pupora  ara  moendiuy.  nnd,  aa  •udi. 
upthibil  tbeir  eiiculatton  through  the  innil,  neceauuily  involvos  the  rigkt 
btoennlHC  what  are  not  incfndiary.  lutd  to  enforce  their  circuliUivn.  Hoc 
adloieeTtatn  that,  to  admit  lach  a.  nght,  would  bu  virtimil;  to  dcitlia 
xaptM  with  the  power  to  abolish  iUfot,  bj  giving  it  Ui«  means  nt 
ImkiDg  down  all  tlie  liamen  whldi  tlie  felavekuldinu  (Uitiu  have  vrected 
krOiipntectiODOf  their  [ivM and  property."   Ibid.,  V,pp.  196,  IK?. 
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devolved  on  Uio  states,  and  tlie;r  nlone  had  to  decide 
migtit  endftngcr  tliAt  jvestse  aud  security.'     The  general  fpjir. 
ernmcQt  bad  only  to  respect  tlie  measures  taken  hy  tlic  states 
to  iD8ure  tlieir  internal  peace  and  eecurity,  to  snpport  th«,l 
carrying  out  of  the  winie,  m  far  as  the  powora  dol«gat(>d  trti 
it  in  the  coustitutiou  permitted,  and  to  tlia  extent  that  it] 
became  nccewary  to  modify  ita  lawa  in  that  behalf.*    Tba 
«Sfiential  difference  betwcoti  a  law  eucli  as  the  preeldent*! 
message  proposed  and  tJic  bill  iiitroducod  by  the  comnutt«^| 
consiated  in  this:  that  in  tiie  former  case  eongreaa  wouhll 
exclude  certain  products  of  tjio  prces  from  the  nmtls  u 
dangeroas  to  the  peace  of  the  slave  etate«;  in  tlic  latter,  it 
vould  not  presume  to  take  that  oDOOUSlittitioiial  iuitiative^,! 
but,  in  accordance  with  its  const!  tntionai  dnty,  oomniBltd 
certain  federal  ojllceni,  tinder  jxiin  of  pnniihiiiont,  to  govern 
themselves  in  their  official  action  entirely  by  the  proper  fttate 

■ "  TiM  iBtennl  psooe  ud  •oeurily  of  tb*  ilatN  an  mdor  ttas  proteolwa 
e(  the  Axiea  ihvamlreM,  to  the  etitii«  eidnMon  of  all  aoUicntj  and  an- 
tiol  on  the  part  of  GODgnsE.  It  belong*  to  tbem,  aad  DOl  to  OOOgma,  In 
dctonnino  whiit  i*,  orU  not,  caloolatfd  t>  dirtotb  tbcdr  pence  asdaneo- 
ri^."    l.c 

■"U  tliengfatto  protect  her  interasl  peoco  aad  Ncnrit7  bekmgplea 
•tate,  thegfiaenl  KovonimeatijibouiKl  tompect  Uwin«aaansado|iledlij 
her  tor  that  purpcse,  and  to  ooSpante  in  th«tr  eiacutJcxi.  u  Car  m  ita  dtl- 
4gated  povcn  may  admit,  or  ibt  meuuro  may  tequiie.  Thii*.  ia  liit 
pKamtcaae,  the  ataTcboldiDg  states  havinjr  (ha  annnHHoBtMe  rieht  to 
paaaUiUiCt]  law  aa  miy  ba  neeotiary  te  mauitain  the«xi>titvnlatioabf 
hreen  mutLT  and  nUto  in  tiioao  ataUa;  tbair  ligbtt  of  oouim,  te  proliitui 
the  circululioD  of  aay  pnbUcatiop  or  an;  inteneune  oaJnalatrf  U)  dutort 
W  dwtioj  that  Klatioa,  i«  inoontnTertible.  la  tbaexeouttGa  of  Uia  lanu- 
nm  vhich  mar  be  Bdoi)t«d  bj  the  atatea  tor  tfaia  puipoae,  tlia  powm  of 
«onsna<nertfaeinail,aDdof  RgalAting  oonunone  with  loraign  rmljmtp 
•ad  bebreon  the  itatea,  nuv  nqiUK  coCpcntioD  ob  th«paitaf  IhagoiMal 
gorcnuBenti  and  it  is  boand.  in  oanformUj  with  the  prind|ile  ^-rt^iMuhn). 
to  t«apect  the  lam  of  the  *tate  is  their  yrwriw*,  aad  <o  to  laodi^  Hm  acta 
as  not  ooljr  not  iDnolatetboaaof  theatatu,  bat,  u  far  aapracticabU^  (« 
MSptnUintluiraMeatMa."   Ibid.,  UI,  p.  190. 
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Clay  Inquired  wliore  congreas  hud  obtained  power  to  pii8» 
m  Inw  to  put  the  laws  of  (he  etates  into  execntioii.  Congress 
had  only  the  powers  which  were  grantod  it  hy  the  conBtita- 
tioD;  bat  the  hesto\ral  of  such  a  right  he  whs  not  able  to 
di6flo\'Gr  in  it*  Davin  of  Massnchnsetts  cxpre?.sod  the  same 
trnth  Btill  more  poinledly.  "If,"  he  said,  "congreee,  by  Its 
acta,  so  far  ndopta  the  law  of  n  state  as  to  make  it  a  rule 
of  oondnct  for  pnblto  officers,  rerjuiring  them,  under  ponal- 
tleB,  to  ohej  it,  is  not  snch  n  hiw  in  fnct  n  law  of  congress 
•dnption?  Is  it  not  in  trnth  n  part  of  onr  legislation  in 
Ite  regulation  of  the  pontofRoe  nn  mnch  ng  if  it  had  ema> 
Dated  dirootlr  from  wngrese!"  The  law  proposed  by  tlie 
prwident  and  the  law  introdnood  by  the  committee  were  the 
tamo,  not  only  &8  to  their  end,  bnt  also  as  to  th(^r  means. 
If,  OS  Calhoun  claimed,  the  law  proiKised  by  Jnokaon  was  tin- 
conHtitntional,  the  law  demanded  by  himself  eould  not  be 
eoniililnlional.* 

Thia  Argument  in  irrefntable  nnleua  the  eonstitational  law 
of  the  tTnion  is  to  bo  debased  to  a  pkynpon  words,  in  order 
to  moke  it  po^'tible,  by  long-winded  reasoning,  to  establish 
any  desired  Bopbism,  and  therefore  to  Bet  up  any  desired 
claim.  Without  prejndiee  to  thii),  however,  it  was  of  the 
greatest  slgniScanee  that  Calhoun,  even  if  he  arrived  at  tlie 
Eune  goal  as  Jackson,  had  chosen  a  starting  point  diametrio- 
ily  opiMflite  to  his.  It  \%  thi«,  his  fundamental  principle, 
lich  makes  the  debates  on  the  "incendiary  pnlilications" 
tttcw  boandary  mark  in  the  development  of  the  statcg-rightB 
Oallionn  went  with  it  a  great  distance  beyond  tho 
ittotl  which  he  had  nssumed  on  the  tariff  question.  Tlien 
tbs  proioise  of  this  main  point  w«s  that  the  atate  and  Federal 
govemments,  or  the  states  and  the  Union,  were, according  to 
Jefferson's  expression,  **  coordinate  departmentB  of  a  simple 


>  ■nriitjf  Ttaw'  View,  I,  p.  387.       •  Deb,  of  Conp.,  HI,  p.  753. 
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and  undivided  whule." '    Fiually  h«  liad,  vith  the  Kentuckj 
reeolotions  of  November  10,  17&8,  iaferred  that,  ud  iu  all 
eases  of  a  treaty  between  powers  who  bav«  oo  common  judj 
eadi  purty  has  a  right  to  decide  for  himeeU  in  whitt  <:t)nc 
Tiolatioim  of  the  trciity,  as  well  us  the  iiiiiiiu(!r  uud  Ihu  iiit-»6iii 
of  the  Pemedj.    And  iiaallj',  with  the  Kciitcclcy  resol  ation&< 
the  14th  of  November,  1799,  he  had  found  the  right  mc 
of  redress  in  **  nullification."     Only  in  the  eewind  plooe, : 
in  evident contrftdietion  with  the  "party"  relation  which 
had  alleged  before,  wub  the  former  made  to  accumc  tlie  positjij 
of  an  "ngent"  of  the  latter.    Now,  on  the  oontrary, 
government  of  the  Union  neerns  debused  to  the  playing  i 
this  part  whenever  it  pleawd  the  ^t^tes  to  eo  dehue  it  for  tlitj 
purpose  of  enforcing  their  (the  states')  reserved  "  rights." 
Nota  wr>rd  about  the"  equal  right"  to  csiunine  and  tu  judge;' 
the  gtiicral  govcmmont  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  receive  wid 
execute  the  erders  of  the  Ktatau.     There  were  at  the  time 
twenty-four  6tat«s,  and  their  number  wag  contiimidly  tn-^ 
creasing.     No  matter  how  conlradiebory  the  laws  of  nil  tlto«" 
«  sovereign  ties"  might  be,  nor  bow  outrageoiu  thoy  jierbaps 
were,  in  port,  the  general  government  was  not  to  rcasou 
about  them,  but  execute  them  all  with  eqtial  fidelity.    Bat, 
let  us  confine  ourselves  to  the  caee  in  hand.     If  Calhouii'l 
general  principlei;  were  right,  tlie  states  were  certainly  en-j 
titled  to  Otik  that  postmasters  should,  before  detiveriug 
mfiilit,  iuform  themselvett  minutely  us  to  their  contents. 
a  consequenoe,  it  might  be  a  thing  of  a  daily  occorrence^  ihi 
tlie  Federal  governmant  should  be  cnm[)«lled  to  diggraoe  a 
postmaster  io  Musacltuiicitg  by  diemi^al,  if  he  did  that 
whieii  a  poataiaster  in  Alubsiua  refused  to  do,  aud  for  fail- 
ing to  do  which  tliu  luttcr  might  be  equally  dingraoed  and 
it^ared  by  diemis^l.    But  tlu»  wus  not  enough. 
readily  granted  that  Oio  law»  of  the  statos,  in  the  executio 

'SeeTi^I,  p.  WO. 
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vbich  the  Federal  govei'oment  could  be  coitetitutioDall^ 
lade  to  cooperate,  might  bo  iit  coiiUiut  with  l&wa  of  tlio 
fnion  which  lay  entirely  witliiii  the  &plicre  of  action  of  the 
licral  goTonimout.    The  quostiou,  whether,  in  such  a  ca£C, 
stAte  law  should  yield  to  the  federal  law,  or  the  fcdenJ 
iw  to  the  state  law,  had  to  be  decided  in  accordaace  with 
the  simple  principle  recogiiixed  did  world  over,  that  that 
^hich  is  only  expedient  bhould  be  po3tix>ncd  to  that  which 
oeeeasRry.     Uere  uot  ouly  reason  but  tlie  coustltation 
demanded  that  the  decision  eboald  be  in  favor  of  tho 
s'    £or  poetotGcu    n^ulalJuiiis   which   endangered    the 
of  the  fitutea,  oould  not,  evidently,  he  looked  upon  as 
litable  or  proper  laws;  and  congress  was  niithorized  to  {laea 
other.    With  whom  the  sulutteu  of  the  problem  rested, 
which  bide  the  higher  intereat  was  at  6take,  is  a  que6- 
)n  which  Calhoun  avoided  raising.     But  his  answer  to  it 
given  with  pndoubt«^d  certainty  from  his  whole  attitude. 
ie  Goal  conclusion  from  hi^  principle  was,  therefore,  that 
>e  govenimuut  of  the  Union  v,m  tjuWrdinate  to  the  etatea 

''"TkelniTBHwt  fidd  to  tho  high;  the  conviMiLernt.  to  tho  neoWTuty; 
OMR  imeomntodatiiMi  to  wfety  and  tecaitty.  Tim  U  the  uiuvenud  piiiici- 
I  wfakb  forsine  in  all  analogoua  catec.  both  in  otir  tocuU  aad  political 
WbeiQver  Uw  meaui  of  t;too>'in2  ur  tft^urioK  riKbti  atmi:  into 
l(ri|^btBthemwlt«ai)cn!rcaii),  this  uuivcrMil  anltnndiunenttlprin- 
'UieODe  wbldi,  bf  tlie  consent  of  iniuikind,goremji  EnatliiuclicaMV. 
>  it  to  the  eaae  undtt  coaaidemtioi],  aud  nL'ed  I  aak  wbich  ought  to 
1  'f  Will  any  nttooal  \xiag  wty  UuA  ih.0  law>  of  cbrea  elates  ol  tita 
Mliii^  ar«  aeceaary  to  thcii  fence,  secuntf  imd  very  exutU-acv, 
tit  to  yield  to  tbo  bivi  of  tho  gi^nci-Al  ^rcmuiciit  rcgulatiiig  the  po«t- 
*h!di  at  tbc  K-^t  is  a  mere  accotmoMlatlon  aud  cojiTenieuce  —  and 
*^^  wben  Uw  govennwot  mu  fonned  by  th«  etstes  mauiljr  with  a  view  to 
«cai*iB«ep«fcct|f thdrpewBiuidMfely?  BofemeaiuwerouibeciTep, 
i  fosl  that  it  vould  be  improper  for  Utc  lam  of  tfa«  stutis,  in  each 
I  yield  to  thoae  of  tiie  gixicnd  gorvnuuvBt,  lud,  of  courae,  Umt  Lhu 
cr  uuirlit  to  ]rietd  to  the  former.  When  [  uijp  ought,  t  do  nut  mt^an  on 
ap|«  oC  coBCMtion.  I  take  hig-Lor  gi«ond«;  [  m^tut  nod^'r  the  ob- 
lof  ttieooiutitiiUoniUelf."    CuUi.'s  Worla>.  U.  p.  $tf7. 
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in  everything  in  wliicli  it  might  occur  lo  t]»e  latter  to  eliiir. 
any  enperiority  It  muEt  be  conceded  that  he  waa  not 
very  clcnr  in  his  own  mtnd  on  tliie  matter.  It  ooutd  oer- 
tainljr  not  be  a  matter  of  no  conseqnence  to  him  to  sae  thus 
clearly  in  what  glaring  contradiction  Iiis  doctrine  stuoi)  with 
tlie  actual  condition  of  things  and  their  development  liore 
the  adoption  of  the  oonstitndon.  Henoe,  he  did  not  carry 
hia  general  argoment  any  farther  tlmn  was  indU[»eti6ably 
neeessary  to  the  defense  of  the  pmclicnl  interest  which  be 
TopreseiJtod.  To  any  one  who,  with  Benton,  eees  In,  Calhoun 
tho  demajfogiie,  do^'onring  himself  with  suppressed  mgo  be- 
cnnse  liiB  wild  ambition  remained  unsatisfied,  Ejetcmatically 
and  oonscionsly  Inhoring  for  the  dissolution  of  the  UnioB, 
not  only  this  rcraarlcable  man  himself,  but  the  whole  "irre- 
preesible  conflict,"  with  it«  all-embracing  and  idl-jwrmeaHng 
entanglement  of  irreconcilable  contraries,  remaius  a  closed 
boot;  with  seven  seals-  Calhgon  clung  truly  and  warmly  to 
llie  Union.  And  even  now  nothing  was  fnrtlier  from  him 
than  tho  desire  to  weaken  it,  to  say  nothing  of  shaking  its 
very  foundations.  He  was  deeply  impreMcd  with  tlio  ble«- 
ingx  which  not  only  tho  people  in  Ibe  aggregate,  bat  all  the 
ieparate  states  as  such,  owed  to  the  firm  and  powerfnl  Uaion.  h 
He  would  haro  cheerfully,  and  with  all  tho  power  of  eonn'o-  f 
tion,  defended  it,  provided  only  slavery  wag  made  secarL 
Beyond  thie  he  did  not  go  one  inch;  bnt  bo  went  as  tar  as 
this,  will)  a  faitaticsi  regiirdleasneM  of  oonseqaencea.  Bot 
it  wax  the  cnr«e  of  hiB  life  that,  through  every  stage  of  the 
atmggle,  and  even  to  his  deatli.  he  c-an  claim  the  sad  repn- 
tation  of  having  perceived  infinitely  more  clearly  than  any 
oneelM  to  what  distance  thie  "thus  far  **  would  necessarily  go. 

Benton  called  the  alleged  danger  to  slavery  a  fal^e  fear.  H 
and  from  many  a  aouthern  month  Oalhoun  wbk  compelled  V 
to  hear  himself  severely  censured  becaoBe  he  impmdently 
and  in  the  heat  of  passion  bad  annoniKed  to  the  north  that 
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0  south  woulJ  Dot  Lo  flatUBcd  until  it  vt&i  uareecrvedl^ 
made  the  constihitioiial  diitjrof  the  general  govcmniciit  to 
plaj  tbe  part  of  bailifE  to  the  slavcholding  interest.  How 
tniicb  mure  pointed  and  bitter  would  oot  tbeiic  dennnciHtions 
Uavo  Wen,  if  it  hnd  been  known  that  Calhoun's  wonderful 
instinctive  andcrstauding  of  the  essuntial  nature  of  eUveiy 
forced  him  already  far  heyoud  this  "extreme"  stand- 
itit  Both  in  the  report  and  in  his  speech  of  tlio  12lh  of 
pril}  1636,  we  find  a  remarkable  tone,  wliicli  was  entirely 
reign  to  him  in  the  nullification  controversy.  To  all  ap- 
neas, the  interpretation  of  the  coustitntion  continnea  to 
ke  np  tbe  hurtheu  of  hig  argument;  hnt,  in  reality,  ho 
IIS  to  transfer  bis  footing  From  the  uneufe  ground  of  the 
than  ainbigiions  letter  to  the  sure  bn.si«  of  facts.  He 
BUlDOt  and  will  not  drop  the  conHtitntiun,  For  It  ia  the  poliU 
icai  gospel  on  which  all  liave  sworn  in  ^ood  faith,  and  ho 
knows  how  to  find  in  it  whatever  he  needs.  T?iit,  tlje  strong, 
hard-twisted  thread  which  gives  form  and  Bupport  to  the 
woiiderfnl  filigrane  work  of  his  constitutional  deductions  is 
Uie  eluiir  sober  tliought:  such  are  tho  facts,  and  the  qneA- 
Hon  will  be,  mn«  be  decided  in  accordance  with  the  facts. 

Wifb  extreme  einpliosie  his  weighty  voice  also  declares 
that  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  fiitare  is  £ore\-er  impossible. 
He  here  base*  himself  on  tlie  broad  ground  of  the  diversity 
of  race  between  masters  and  slaves.  This  diversity  of  raeo 
excltides  tlieir  political  and  social  equality;  and  without  this 
^©quality,  at  most,  the  form  of  slavery  woold  be  changed.' 

^H  '  "To  deatnj  the  exutiojt  reUtioiu  -rrould  be  to  dcgtioy  thii  prospeHlj 

^Bpf  the  uotliern  •ttil«s].  anil  to  place  the  tvo  races  in  a  ttata  of  conflict, 

^Krfalctt  Uiut  pad  in  Um  «zpal*ioa  «r  ntirpation  of  one  or  tho  athn.    No 

^^iQier  can  be  ntntitvtcd  tompalible  wiUi  Uieir  pfaco  or  inuri^.    Thu 

dlfficalty  ia  in  the  divenit;  of  tlie  rsce».    So  iitjvngly  dniini  it  ttaa  lino 

batireeii  Uie  two  in  otmseqaencc,  and  bo  fiticugthcnijd  bf  tlic  lone  o(  hlMt 

■ad  edocAtion.  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  lo  vxist  taffnllier  in  th*  sain* 

Bioiuiitj,  whert  their  aambcn  are  »  ocvly  equal  Ai  ia  thft  ■hvpholfliin . 
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Hence,  the  destrncUon  of  the  existing  relation  between  the 
two  races,  "  can  only  be  effeotod  hy  coDvuUIons  that  woold 
devastate  tlie  countrj,  buret  asuodor  tlie  bonds  of  the  troioD, 
and  engulf  iu  a  »ea  of  blood  tlie  imtitittions  of  tlie  ojuiitij. 
It  ifi  madncsB  to  suppose  tliat  the  slavoUolding  states  would 
qnietly  sobmit  to  he  sacrifiwsd.  Eveij  consideration  —  hi' 
tere^t,  duty  and  humanity  —  the  love  of  country,  the  aense 
of  wrong,  hatred  of  opprcKKoni  and  treaclmruud  and  falthlew 
confederatOa — aud  finally  despair,  would  impel  them  to  lite 
most  daring  and  des|)emCe  resiEtauca  in  defonco  of  property, 
family,  country,  liberty  and  exietence."*  People  listened 
-with  impitient  anger  or  with  (yinjHithelic  uniles  to  these 
**  wild  exaggeratiunts  of  a  fauatic"  Thirty  years  later  they 
were  prophecies,  every  letter  of  which  had  fonnd  its  fright- 
ful fulfillment. 

The  fact  that  the  south  necefesarity  saw  that  the  unaltered 
and  permanent  coiittnuanae  of  slaveiy  vnsn  a  question  of  life  or 
deuUi,  in  tlio  fullest  ueiit^eof  the  wui-d,*  was  inCulhoiin'aeyea 
thti  dticisive  element,  compared  with  which  all  else  wod  empty 
HXtnd.  **  I  moat  toll  the  scuate,  bo  your  decision  vrhat  it 
may,  the  south  will  never  aliaadon  the  principles  of  this  bill. 
If  yon  refuge  cuxjpcration  with  our  lawu,  and  cunflict  aboiild 
euBuo  between  yoara  and  oui-8,  the  souUiern  states  wUl  noTcr 


fltotM.  ondci  lui;  ether  nlation  than  that  wliidi  now  pxiiU.  Sonal  and 
political  equally  bctweea  tli«tn  i«  imponiUe.  No  pmrar  on  euth  cbu 
oremiiw  tlM  diScoUj.  like  caoMi  Uo  loo  4Mp  in  Umj  (su»cipl«a  ol  Mt 
natuie  b»  be  annnaunled.  Bui,  wltlwub  wdi  tqualt^-.  b>  chuigA  tliD 
present  oonditian  of  tbe  A&icaa  me?,  were  it  |>oi«it)]i>,  wonli)  be  but  to 
duDce  the  form  oE  »h,verj."  Ctlh.'!  Wcrla,  T.  pp.  204.  2f».  I  hare 
ncrer  heard  the  npublkoDi  apppal  to  thbi  aiitboritative  njing  of  Calboon, 
in  Ui«  Later  «o(it»ta  u  to  ihe  placing  of  the  eimutcipatecl  «a  on  equal  drfl 
and  politkal  fbotinft  with  white  citizcDS.    Caltu's  Work^  V,  pp,  205,  206. 

'Cttlh/S  Worki,  V.  pj..  205,  2M. 

*  Id  »  apeecii  oa  tbn  9ib  of  Miwdi,  1896.  on  thfi  p«titioiu  of  the  aboUlioa* 
icts.  h»  had  nmarked:  "Tbero  would  be  to  ui  balooa  alletuaUTC — ta 
(fiuipidi  or  ponsh  aa  t,  people."    Ibid.,  11,  p.  489. 
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yield  to  tlie  i>U|)eriorUy  of  yours.  .  .  .  Let  it  bo  Sxed, 
jet  it  be  riveted  iu  e%'ery  eouiUcra  iDicd  Oiat  the  Iaw&  of  the 
lIiTelioldiug  staees  for  the  prolectiou  uf  their  domestic  in* 
iticuUous  are  pammonut  to  tlie  laws  of  tlie  general  ^veni- 
ment  in  regalations  of  C(Hrimc!i*ce  luid  Uie  tnni!;  tlmt  tiie  litt- 
ler must  yield  to  the  former  in  the  event  of  conflict." ' 

CalhoQD  nbtainod  do  direct  rcault.  Tlie  attempt  indi- 
rectly to  limit  tho  freedom  of  the  press  by  postoffico  regu- 
lations was  completely  frustrated.  In  the  same  year,  hoth 
hoD&esof  congress  pn&scdabilt  prohibiting  postmasters, imder 
severe  penalty,  "uulawfuMy"  to  detain  in  tlieir  offioea  "any 
letter,  package,  pamphlet  or  new^pa^ter  with  intent  to  pre- 
vent the  arrival  aiid  delivery  of  the  same."  The  slaveliolding 
tnterest  certainly  reaped  no  benelit  from  this  provision;  but 
DDdoabted  as  its  "  cuiLititiitioiml  riglitti "  were  cnnsidcrad  by 
the  president  eeven  monttm  before,  he  approved  thi8  bill.* 

As  Bii  offset  to  tliese  defeats,  tlie  soutli  )iad  two  vivtoriea 
daring  the  same  year  to  rccxird.  The  territory  of  MicdiigaJi 
had  a  long  time  importuned  congress  in  vuiu  to  antliorize  it 
to  organize  as  a  state.*  Tired  of  long  wuitiug,  it  now  pn). 
ueeded  to  do  so  on  its  own  account,  mid  sought  admiasioa 
into  the  Union.  As  the  same  request  was  made  by  Arkan- 
sas at  tlie  same  lime,  one  nf  the  weightiest  objections  agiiinitt 
the  admission  of  Mirliigaa  was  reutuved:  account  could 
;ow  be  taken  of  the  ''.^liglit  jealoiuy*'  —  as  Iteiiioa  more 


■  rbU.,  11.  p.  S33 
^    *Uw  0*  Jolj-  2. 1895.  sec  32,  Stat,  at  L..  V.  p.  87. 
■^•Bndnuiiui  rrmiiKlcd  tJic  senate:     "T'or  thren  ycaiB  thfty  have  btxa 
■npliuiff  al  your  doM,  iwl  asirinB  fop  thft  wntent  cf  congresi  to  form  » 
Hcowtitatiaa,  sod  for  atiminMon  into  the  rdion;  but  theit  pcUtiuns  hava 
"notbeeo  hesded.  and  haTe  been  tiwted  with  ni'gl^it.    Not  beitiK  ubloto 
bo  sdadtttd  in  Uw  way  tbey  Booclit,  tiv^  hnie  Urn  foreod  to  take  tbeir 
onaRine,aniI  ttand  npoo  their  ri«hU— righta  secured  to  them  by  the 
OmtitiitiiMi  Hud  a  Mkuan  irrepeiJublc  oTdinsiioe  "  (of  17S7)      lluitv 
Tan'  Tieir.  I,  p.  fll20. 
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than  ingODUOusIy  expresses  himeolf — -which  would  not  per- 
mit the  oquilibrium  between  the  north  and  the  eoath  to  be 
distiirlxid.  Tlie  action  of  Micliigan  was  thoroughly  irregu- 
lar,' but  AS  the  same  objection  had  to  he  raised  to  that  U 
Arkaii&aa,  tho  matter  wiu  quickly  and  catilj  disposed  of  tn 
the  eenato.*  On  the  Sd  of  April,  1S36,  the  Micbigaa  bill 
was  paesed  by  twetity-Eour  aguiDst  eighteen  votes,  oud  the 
ArlcaiiEas  bill  by  thirty-oao  a^nst  t\x  votea  on  the  4tb  of 
April." 

Tlitugs  did  not  move  a&  smoothly  in  the  house  of  repre- 
ecnlutivis.  As  theMichi^n  hill  vm  the  finst  to  c'^me  from 
tbc  senate,  according  to  the  uEual  course  uE  bugjuess  il  ahoold 
have  been  the  first  to  bo  discussed.  But  Wiae,  of  Virginia, 
moved  to  give  thu  Arkansas  bill  thu  prcccdenoe.'    This  mo- 

'Thcsa  iiregularitiee  gave  occasion,  tfae  tbllowinif  y nr,  to  a  1oo|r  lod 
Tioltmt  ooDttlitatioDoi  controvt-nsy  in  the  senate.  In  UeAtin^  of  tfae  ting- 
le orer  iho  iuliu»uoa  oi  Cfliilornja  into  tha  Uuiou,  ooiioe  w-U  faan  tD  bs 
takdD  of  tfaoie  intefutiiig  dabatoe. 

'  Benton  aoUcod  tiiis  oppoHuoi^  lo  ploca  Calhoim'a  ^mn^ogjcal  pliMh 
torn  in  tlie  denr  liglit  of  hi*  ondontandingf:  "  It  is  irorthj  of  notioe,  that, 
oo  Uu  pretentatioa  of  thete  tvo  ^leat  queitioni  for  the  admiwian  of  tm 
■tBtn,  tho  people  of  tbon  states  were  so  Btightlf  afiiacted  by  Uw  trertkw 
that  hsd  been  miidc  to  diatutb  and  uloeiato  th*  public  mind  on  tha  ■aksMl 
of  tlarcrj,  u  to  put  then  id  t^«  hwaia  of  semiUirBwho  might  be  inf 
to  mtertain  opinionii  on  tliat  lu^ect  diOi^rent  from  tliooo  held  bf  the  i 
whoM  iotKmts  tliej  trcn  Atuged  with.  Tbui,  tli«  people  of  Arli 
luid  put  their  Application  into  the  baadi  of  a  grotieRiui  [Buchonui]  np- 
lesenliug  a  nOD-alaTtboldiiiff  itai»i  oad  tint  poopl«  oE  Michigas  bod  pat 
Iheir  mppliealion  bito  the  handBof  &  eeastor  [Benton  himsclfl  cominir  froio 
astub:  vrber«  the  ioetjtationi  of  alawqr  muted;  aflbrdiii;  amoct  Iwaoli- 
(ul  illiubation  of  tbii  total  tmpotenoe  of  all  aUeniptB  to  agitate  and  nloer- 
ate  tbe  public  mind  on  th«irom-ont  aalgeot  of  tlavet^.  Hd  would  fottfaer 
tako  occasioo  to  aayt  that  the  abolitini  queaUon  Meacd  b>  Iiara  died  out" 
■Jlirty  Teow*  Vkw,  I.  p.  629. 

'JMi.  of  CongT.,  XII.  P'  7fiS.  Amooj  the  six  aeaaton  who  TOtod 
■IpiiiMt  the  AriianRU  bill  were  Porter  of  tioueia&a,  and  Hctn7  Clay.  Eeaoe 
tho  nppontion  wai,  in  put,  not  dotanBiaad  bj  Ihs  lUm?  ijOMttoa. 

«Deb.ofC«DRT..  XUI.p.39. 
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tion  provokod  a  livelj  debate.  No  one  doubted  what  Wieo's 
object  was.  Several  of  Iu9  southern  colleagiiee,  howc%-er, 
vera  of  opiniou  that  tliis  object  miglil  be  uttuined  without 
departing  from  tbe  rnlea.  As  the  bills  b&d  to  pass  tbrougb 
different  stages,  thej  miglit  begin  with  the  Michignii  bill, 

.since  the  final  voto  could  bo  pTcvented  imtiL  "suiiie  un- 

[•quivocal  guarantor  vcro  given  the  aoutli  that  do  difiicultj 
trouUl  be  raised  as  to  tho  reception  of  Arkansas  in  regiird  to 
sJATOrj."'  Othcra,  OD  the  contrary,  insisted  that  Arkanaos 
sboald  come  first,  bccatifto  tho  south  had  to  be  iocared  bj  a 

[pledge.*  Lewie,  of  !North  Carolina,  had  tho  ingenuouEQOSS 
to  "  pledge  "  himself  thut  the  JioutU  would  "  offer  nt>  objectiona 
lo  ib«  domestic  iustitutious  of  ilieliigiui  in  regard  to  dav- 
ery."  He  might,  in  bis  simplicitj',  beliovo  that  there  wen> 
nunj  who  wonld  accept  auch  a  pledge  with  gratitude,  be- 
eatuo  Wiw  had  declared  that  the  soutli  would  carry  i>l;t,very 
into  the  heart  of  tho  north,  if  the  latter  tthoiild  withdraw 
from  thejlliisaouri  compromise.  Caleb  Cashing,  of  3ias»a- 
Ohasette,  who  later  learned  only  too  well  how  to  allay  tbe 
bpprehensioiia  of  the  elareholdcrs,  wasted  a  great  deal  ot 
fcthos  in  re{je1ling  this  absurd  threat  These  were,  on  both 
elioap  rlietorical  flunrialies,  »ince  the  vrish  to  over- 
tho  Missouri  compromise  did  not  even  remotely  enter 
le  minds  of  the  represeatatiyea  of  the  northern  statae. 

FJobn  Qiiiucy  Adams  was  tlieu  tlic  niobt  decided  opponent  of 
slavery  in  tbe  honse,  and  he  expressly  declared  that,  in  his 
opinion,  not  only  the  compromise  of  1S30,  but  alau  the 
Lotuaiana  treaty,  forbade  all  opposition  to  the  admission  of 
rlcansaa  as  a  stare  statu.'    The  opposition,  so  t&r  as  it  was 


I  Boolilin  of  ViTKiaia.    lluitT  Teon'  Vi&tr.  1,  p.  633. 
*"  Woof  cbeaouch  wont  a  hottoffi;,  to  protect  as  on  adelicutAqueatiim; 
■ad  the  tfHet  of  giring  preoedcsoe  to  the  Uidiigan  bill,  ii  to  depnire  of  ot 
L^ithat  bottace."  Lowic  of  North  CuoUns,  1.  c 

■  It  if  tma  that  Adomt  qtoo  then,  u  he  now  remarked,  had  lepraaeDted 
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nt  nil  based  on  the  elaror}-  qaestioo,  confinod  iteolf  ontinlr 
to  the  proTi&ioD  of  the  conBtitatioD  proposed  bj  Arfcacsas: 
"  Tlic  genoral  aeacmblj  abali  have  no  power  to  paae  Inws  for  ihc 
omaccipntion  of  slaves  without  the  eoneent  of  the  owners.'* 
Adam«  moved  aq  Amendment  to  the  bill  oE  fidmiB(>ion, 
which  recited  that  nutUing  cuntained  in  that  bill  elioutd  be 
eotustriiedae  n,n  soqniesoenoe  by  congrefs  to  the  provisiotu 
of  the  Arkansas  coQAtitution  in  relation  to  slavery.  Tbta 
reservation,  however,  waa  to  have  ho  legal  force  whatetw, 
nor  to  impose  any  rostrictioii  on  the  state  in  regard  to  alav- 
ery.  It  waa  iu  tended  only  to  guard.  ftg»in»t  the  charge  that 
these  provisions  enjoyed  tJic  approval  of  congres*-'  This 
wfl*  certainly  not  asking  too  much,  and  yet  the  aiuendmeot 
received  only  thirty-two  votes,'  while  the  vote  on  the  bill  it- 
self Btood  fifty  nays  against  one  hnndrod  and  forty-lhre* 
ayes.  Ilere,  therefore,  it  was  plain  that  a  large  part  of  the 
opposition  was  determined  by  considerotionfi  wliicli  Iiad  so 
connection  wliatever  with  slavery.    A  siogte  glance  at  the 

tb«  ri^w  that  coostem  «M  not  nutiiotiMd  to  malu  the  KdmininB  of  Ib- 
toori,  aa  a  otate,  dependent  on  tlio  abolition  of  ■Utot.  I>el>.  of  Googr., 
XllI,  p.  33. 

*  "  I  propoM  no  mtndjon  apoa  bei  .  .  .  but  I  am  uawiUtnc  tM 
OOngVMB,  in  Moepting  hrr  <:oti>titutioii,  AmAA  mtai  lia  under  the  imputa- 
tioD  of  aaootinff  to  aa  utich)  io  Uie  conitibitioD  of  a  ilaU  «hi«b  «i0i- 
holdB  Erom  its  legulaUim  the  power  of  giving  beedon  to  the  dbiC. 
.  .  .  ThcK  u  not  in  my  uncndmcnt  the  ehailow  of  rcwlriclioa  tf- 
on  the  slaU.  It  leaves  Uie  ttate.  like  all  the  lentil  to  res'il'^^  thi;  intseet 
e( daveiy  witfain  hmwlf  tdhcrown  lawn."  Dcb.of  Conf|T.,XIlI.  p|i,83, 
86.  According  to  thin,  Ktvpit  inacountio  wben  he  says:  "Aflanu  ob- 
jected in  tlio  hODM  that  eeagnm  oonid  not  and  ahvoM  not  give  its  ap- 
proval t«  a  oouiitution  wbidk  took  frooi  tte  leg^alatiirc  th«  ri^t  M> 
Mt  the  slavei  free  Km>«4inie,  aad  that  be  therefcn  moved  th«  rejection  of 
thii  poaue*  in  tli«  coastitation  of  AtIwomk."  (QcKb.  der  SUavoro, 
pp.  ^,  229.)  tn  my  opinion,  it  vtniA  bo  diSUnlt  to  prate  that  thai  fco- 
vWon  waa  enliiol;  "unoomtitulionaL"  Coitaio  it  fa,  that  Adami  c&d  not 
■>  consider  it- 

■  Deb.  of  Oyngr..  XIII,  p.  30. 
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list  of  names  snffleos  to  prove  this,  for  here  we  meet  with 

tgcveml  soiittiem  extremists  in  comjMiiiy  with  Adams.  Tlie 
•lavcry  qneslion,  indeed,  wag,  in  the  whole  debate,  a  verj 
raboniinato  clement.  People  wore  conconiod  with  the  qnes- 
Htm  of  incomparahlv  gi-eater  weight  to  the  politicians; 
trhothcT  Tificihigan  ttnd  ArltaoKW  should  be  ndmitted  now 
Or  only  after  the  preeidentid  election.  The  strngglo  of  the 
opposition  was  hot  and  etnbbom,  bocanae  it  wns  cortjiin  th&t 
K^both  Btntes  would  vote  for  the  regular  dcmoemtic  candidate. 
B  The  refasat  of  the  north  to  tiiulce  any  attempt  to  n&e  the 
^EAritaasM  qnoetion  as  an  allae^  npon  the  Miftsonri  compro- 
■snire,  wftii  pliwed  in  n  elnnr  light  for  the  fir^t  time  by  tlio 
™  ifcct  that  the  north  had  jiifit  tendered  ita  iwaistflnM  to  the 
8ontb  most  grossly  to  violate  the  "eternal  etipnlatione"  of 

tint  comproiniflf,  in  the  interest  of  the  latter. 
The  northwestern  iMinndary  ol  the  Btato  of  Mis^oiiri  wa* 
ot  then,  as  it  is  to-day,  formed  by  the  river  of  that  name, 
nt  it  procoe«'3cd  from  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  along  the 
meridian  of  the  eonthwcst  boundary,  and  then  turned  eaat- 
,  «rly  along  the  parallel  of  the  Dee  Moines  river.'    Miseonri 
very  desirous  to  obtain  the  tract  of  land  between  its 
lortJiwegtem  bonndary  anrl  tho  river.     This  territory  was, 
approximate  estimation,  about  as  large  as  Kbode  Island, 
ceoodingly  fertile,  and  gave  tho  state   control   over  aa- 
Ufaer  laiTife  part  of  the  great  rivor  which  ran  throDgb  it 
llready  from  the  entrance  of  the  Kansas  to  its  union  with 
'the  MissieelppL    It  must  have  seemed  scarcely  Imaginable 
It  this  desire  would  ever  be  realized.    Tlie  tract  of  conntry 
'to  be  acquired  oonetitated  a  part  of  the  territory  ceded  to 
tlie  United  Statas  by  the  treaty  of  Fniirie  dn  Ohien,  in  1880, 
on  condition  that  the  president  should  allot  it  to  tho  coding 
•r  othar  tribes  "for  h«nting  and  other  piirpofles."'    Tlio 

■St&LatL..  111.  p.  U5. 

*  Indian  TmOn,  8tat  at  L.,  VII,  pp.  SS8,  329, 
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Sjic3  and  Foxes,  who  Iiad  their  seat  there,  had,  thei-ofore,  to 
be  Irighleiied  awny  ngain,  nad  new  reiervations  to  be  found 
for  them  in  ordt-r  to  help  one  of  t!ie  larger  stales  to  ft  very 
ooiuiderablo  further  oxtongion  of  its  territory,  at  the  expense 
of  the  Union.  But  this  was,  however,  the  least  difficulty. 
Tho  EUost  uiaturial  ubsUicle  lay  in  tlie  Miasunri  compromise, 
for  the  entire  tract  was  sitimted  nortli  of  3G"  30',  from  which 
the  solemn  compact  between  the  north  and  the  somh  had 
excluded  ekverj'  forever.  But  it  is  eelf-evideut  that  Mis- 
eouri  would  not  and  could  ikot  make  tJie  uuj^uisitioQ  on  this 
condition.  The  territory  secured  to  liberty  for  nil  time  had, 
therefore,  to  he  tmiisforoied  into  slnve  territory,  if  not  di- 
rectly, indirectly,  by  mean*  of  an  act  of  congress.'  Spite  o£ 
this,  Denton  and  Liim,  the  two  seuators  from  Missouri,  BOt  sed- 
iilouslj  to  work  and  accomplished  their  task  as  easily  as  if 
ihey  hiul  to  do  with  the  merest  bagatelle.  They  skilfally 
used  theone  difficulty  to  pave  the  way  for  tlio  overoomingof 
the  other.  The  bill  inti-oduced  by  them  was  only  u  few  linoe 
long,  and  wore  a  ver;'  innocent  appearance.  "When,"  it 
ran,  "the  Indian  title  to  all  the  lands  between  the  state  of 
Migsoiir!  and  the  Missouri  river  itliall  bo  estiDguiehed,  the 
jurisdiction  over  said  lands  shall  bo  hereby  ceded  to  the  state 
of  MisBouri."  There  was  not  a  word  about  the  Missouri  com- 
promise and  slavery.  That  dust  could  not  be  thrown  in  the 
eyes  of  congress  in  this  manner  is  self-evident.  It  might, 
however,  be  hoped  that  the  masses  of  the  people  would 
thinlt  no  more  about  what  lay  behind  this  liarnilea*  boundary 
regulation.  Ajid  congress  neglected  to  cause  the  alarm  to 
1)6  sounded  throughont  the  country.  The  matter  was  dis. 
posed  of  quietly  and  quickly.     The  bill  was  approved  by 

*  Tho  loutli  had  claimyd  (roquently  aoout^h  that  the  ^venunetit  of  Uia 
Uoion  had  not  powec  to  do  indirectly  whftt  it  waa  not  ftuthorixcd  to  dft 
diractly.  But  if  thoie  was  anyLhinK  certain  in  oanatitDtioaal  lav,  it  wm 
that  the  govenimeiit  of  tb«  Dnion  did  not  have  the  right  to  call  slavetr 
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the  president  oo  the  7th  of  Jnne,  1836,'  Tlie  requisite  oon- 
Iract  with  the  Sace  and  Foxes  was  closed  on  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember, luid  on  tlio  IStbof  Fcbruarr,  1887,  Uie  proclama- 
tion of  the  trcnty  waa  made.'  Tlie  l^slativc  coach  of  tlie 
VTniteil  States  moved  at  a  very  rapid  rate  wlien  tlic  slavery 
iJoteruKt  held  the  whip. 

*'  Slavery,"  Aduins  Iiad  siud  in  the  debates  on  the  Arkan- 
qiieetion,  '*takea  advantage  of  that  kind,  friendly  and 
^compass  ion  ate  fooling  of  northern  freemen  for  thfiir  brethren 
and  fellow  citiMns  "  (awakened  by  the  abolitioniet  qnestion), 
to  deal  deadly  blowa  at  freedom.'  Cenlon  contirma  with  hia 
weighty  testimony  the  fnct  that  thia  feeling  of  the  north  ex- 
plains the  facility  with  which  the  extension  of  Missouri  was 
effected.  He  loudly  extole  the  "generous  "  and"ma^nftii- 
imoua"  aefiiatance  which  he  reoeired  from  the  northern 
member*.*  And  bo  bad  good  reason  to  do  so.  Tbey  con- 
fititntod  a  majority  in  the  house  of  representatives;  and  in 
the  ficnnU),  where  a  two-thirds  majority  was  required  to  con- 
firm Uie  contract  with  the  Sac*  and  Foxes,  they  were  one- 
halL  Bnt  wa&  the  freedom  from  all  euspicloD  of  sympathy 
for  the  abolitionists  pnrchnaed  too  dearly  by  this  act  of  com- 
plmeency  f  "We  have  seen  in  the  dcimtc  on  tlie  Arkansas  bill 
and.  the  Micliigim  bill,  hnw  little  disposed  the  smith  wa»  to 
pay  this  hoped  for  price  for  the  act  of  complncency.  "We 
^■jdialt  yet  *0(-  Innr  the  land  bartered  away  for  a  song-  became 
^Bie  citadel  of  slavery  in  Uissouri,  from  which  the  torch  of 

^Bito  bttOff  ia  AST  pad  of  tbc  tcnitory  of  the  DnioD  —  leaviag  tfce  Diatiict 
^■ilt  Oolnmhift  oat  of  eoondcmtion  -~  by  mauu  ol  a  l^calUiM  act.    This 
and  an  othir  constitiitieniil  miuciins  were  of  eooiM  forgoUea  the  momcut 
tlMir  pcinta  wen  luniol  agsiost  the  ilavo-boldtog  interest. 
■Stat.«tL..  V.p.  34. 
*la£au  Tmtica.  StaL  at  T»,  VII,  p.  bK. 
•Oth.ofConi(r..XXiI.  p.M. 
^Viattir  y«w'  ViCTT.  t.  pp.  696.  6S7. 
10 
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civil  war  waB  carried  into  Kansas.  Bat  above  all,  it  will  yet 
be  shown  how  frlghtfnllj  this  unresisted  sacrifice  of  principle 
avenged  itself  on  the  north.  If  the  north  now  did  not  even 
risk  a  parliamentarj  battle  to  maintain  the  free  side  of  the 
Misaonri  compromise  for  those  rich  lands  on  the  Missooh, 
what  reason  was  there  why  the  south  should  not  some  day 
tear  the  whole  docnment  into  fragments  and  venture  the  ex* 
periment  whether  it  were  not  possible  to  vmfy  Wise's  threat 
of  carrying  slavery  into  the  heart  of  the  north! 
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proolftniacion  of  t1)«  treaty  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes, 
perfected  tlie  breaking  tliroiigli  uf  tlie  Missouri  line, 
was  one  of  Jnclc»on*s  la»t  govoriimontsl  nets.  Le  foi'  f«C 
mortf  n'w  leroif  So  tlievcryin  the  United  States,  as  well 
aain  the  n)oiiiir«liies  of  the  old  world.  The  first  officer  of 
the  republic  is  wimt  to  bewime  n,  victim,  to  a  greater  or  loteer 
extent,  of  political  paralj&is,  for  eome  time  previoaa  to  hia 
official  death.  Tlie  mouths  intervening  bctM'cen  the  elec- 
tion of  ^new  president  and  his  inaii^^nratioQ  to  office,  con- 
stitute, as  a  mlc,  a  epecicft  of  ioterregnum.  All  eyes  are 
turned  from  the  setting  to  the  rising  comtcllation.  Tlie 
eoD9titDtion  lia£  eo  amalgamated  the  executive  and  the  legia- 
lative  branches  of  the  government,  in  their  fnnctione,  that  it 
would  be  generally  considered  repnguant,  both  to  sound  pol- 
Hiejr  and  decontm.  Cor  either  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  mei-e 
routine  bneine&t,  n-itliout  rcry  cogent  rcaeon,  during  tliin 
time  of  transition.  If  a  party  of  opposition  ha*  come  forth 
from  the  bottle  rictorioufi,  any  important  political  action 
taluD  by  the  party  etill  in  povtrer  is  denounced  a&  a  viol^tiou 

I  of  the  principle  of  democrricy.  Poeitivo  law,  and  the  real  or 
a8%nme<l  gcnins  of  the  institntlona  of  the  country,  come  in 
conflict  with  each  otiter.  As  the  victora  look  upon  it.  tlie 
defeated  endeavor  to  re^in  a  part  of  the  prize  lost  in  the 
qwn  campaign,  by  dishonorable  amps  de  main.  Pnrtiiw 
bum  to  look  v.\)On  one  another,  not  as  opponcute,  but  aa 
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enemies,  who  owe  one  another  no  regard.  If  there  hn*  bcea 
onl^  a  change  of  persons,  the  intereet  of  llie  party  has  nsn- 
nlly  nothing  to  ajiprehend  from  the  short  delay.  It  ii  con- 
sidered a  reasonable  with  of  the  presideiiUelect  to  enter  uii 
the  office  not  leas  free  —  within  the  limits  of  the  ooiatitntion 
and  of  the  party's  programme  —  in  what  relates  to  tbe  varp 
nnd  woof  of  his  policy,  than  was  his  predeoeasor. 

If  we  can  attach  ahsolute  £aith  to  the  usurances  of  Jadc- 
Bon'B  successor,  he  had  never  been  gnllty  of  entertaining  thla 
wish,  whidi,  in  ht3  particular  case,  would  Iiare  been  an  uu- 
warraoted  assumption.  In  bisinaagnraj  address,  Van  Biiren 
referred  to  tlie  fact  thnt  he  was  the  first  president  who  had 
had  DO  part  in  the  traneSguration-spIcndoroI  the  roTolatioQ- 
nrr  period.*  But  if,  indeed,  criticism  approadied  him  from 
the  first  with  a  different  disposition,  the  factwas  tobeaacribed 
to  this  purely  external  c&vte,  ooly  to  a  very  small  extent. 
Not  only  as  to  time  did  he  stand  the  repre&eotative  of  a  new 
generation.  Tlie  era  of  statesmen  had  come  to  a  close  with 
John  Quiiicy  Adams.  The  politicians,  who,  in  JackAoa'* 
election,  bad  won  their  first  victory,  were  able,  only  ci^t 
yenn  later,  to  raise  a  man  from  their  own  ranks  to  the  pres- 
idential cbair — Van  Bureii,  the  first  politiciao-pre^ident. 
Jackson  was  uo  statesman,  bnt  be  was  a  character.  If  the 
era  of  the  politiciana  dat«s  from  his  administration,  it  is  not 
due  Xo  tiiL'  fiict  that  he  wa«  n  i>olitician  himn-lf,  bnt  to  the 
fact  that  bis  chantctor  made  him  as  pliable  as  wax  in  the 
hands  of  the  politicians.  His  **  reign "  receives  tbe  Btamp 
wliich  characterizes  it,  preciMly  from  the  fact  that  titc  polt- 


'"FaHknall  wlioljm  pnoedtd  nw.  tbe  nrobttion  that  ^t«  u  exut- 
eiio>  wow  ffOfie  vm  sdiieftd  at  ths  period  of  n;  btrth;  aai  wfaik  I 
tBaUnjiaia  widh  oralcM  nrcROOB  that  mwouMft  cnaX,  \  fod  ikat  t 
bakiv  le  A  liiliT  agv,  lut'l  (h&t  I  nv  not  ezpwl  Bf  m<iiili7tB«n  to  ^mgft 
n/idloMwitbllMBUiioltiadMid  iMttial  luDd."  Statem.'*  Mas..  U. 
p.  lUS. 
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Uciaas  knen-  liow  to  make  bis  cbarncter,  witli  its  texture  of 
bnw8,  tho  battering  ram  with  irliich  to  break  clown  the  last 
ramparts  which  oppweJ  their  rule.     Vaa  Buren's  election 

^u-as  tho  last  and  ctrongest  maiiifcsUitioi)  of  this  peculiar 
double  natorc  of  Jackson^B  Rdministrntion.  There  waa  only 
too  good  a  foundation  for  the  complaiut  of  bis  opponents, 
tliat  he  hod  named  his  sacce«»or.'  But  tho  watchword 
which,  with  stentorian  voice,  he  gave  his  party,  wa*  now,  mi 
it  hwj  often  been  bofore,  whiepcreJ  into  his  own  ear. 

The  external  appearance  of  the  two  tneti  was  perfectly  in 
keeping  with  the  attitude  whioU  they  ostensibly  aseumed  to- 
wards each  otlier  and  townrfts  the  party.  Tlie  picture  of 
the  rising  and  of  tlie  setting  sun  symbolized  them  very 
iy.  Rather  did  they  snggcit  to  tbe  mind  the  tittle 
Drohin  Evening  Star,  led  and  supjvjrted  by  tho  etroog  hand 
of  the  parent  Snn,  of  HebeFa  poem— Jackson,  a  man  with 
a  tall,  lean  fomi,  erect  and  fttntight,  his  fleshlcss  band  Unnly 
graiiping  the  knob  of  bis  waUdng  stidci  without  tbe  aid  of 
which  his  stiffened  legs  and  swollen  feet  refused  to  move 
with  their  wonted  certainty,  every  \Trinkle  of  hi*  long, 

,  aharply  cut  face  carved  as  it  were  in  grnnitc,  his  large  eyes 
behind  bis  btishy  eye-brows  beaming  with  undiminiehed 
brigbtricgs  spite  of  his  spectacle^  his  white  but  still  plenti- 
ful bitir  bristling  up  from  his  perpendicular  forehead — VaQ 
Btiren,  on  the  other  bund,  reiichiti<,' only  precisely  the  middle 
height,  in  blamelesa  toilette,  his  smooth  enow-white  shirt- 
bosom  in  complete  harmocy  with  his  round  face,  carefully 
shaved  witJi  the  e.xooption  of  very  decent  sido-whiskers,  his 


•H.  Oaj-  to  Pr.  Brooke.  Wwh..  Dw.  19.  1S36.    "If  a  prwiaent  may 

[.Muse  fail  «i00M80T,  and  bna?  the  whdk  maaiiaerTOEtbeEOTDnunnit,  in* 

dnding  itM  one  hundred  tboaaand  dBpendentB,  into  the  caaTwa;  ajid  if  L^r 

wefa  Eoeans  be  ochinvea  &  victory,  mch  a  fnUI  pKced«Dt  as  tbiii  most  h« 

Rtbidccd  and  rermei.  or  tbcni  U  an  cod  of  the  froedoro  of  election.    Ko 

a  doiibte  that  this  hai  ben  done."    Priv.  Corrap.  of  H.  Oaf ,  p.  400. 
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Iftige  d(nibl«  cbio  finding  a  plesfiaot  £up|Mrc  on  bis  broad 
block  enirat;  tlie  onl^-  charmcteristic  folds  proeeediog  from 
his  Qoahy  nnderlip:  a  settled  amile  in  wbicli  a  stadied,  ublig' 
lAg    mauner,    Dative    good-nature   and    fihrawdncM    faavc 
equal  eliarui;  lu  liii  brtght-culored,  vivacious,  twinkling eyet, 
tbe  snme  qualities  to  be  read;  a  round  liigb  forehead,  whicli 
appears  higher  still  from  tbe  abeoaoe  of  hur  on  tbe  erovo, 
and  bears  evidence  of  cndowmunt*  witlioQt,  however,  wearing 
tbe  stamp  of  the  thinker;  a  friendly,  well-meaning  U>ur£eoi«, 
in  whom  tlie  largest  and  best  part  of  eiinpHcitj  and  honest}' 
are  scarcely  much  more   than  skin-deep,  in   opposition  to 
which  tbe  diplomatic  reserve  Is  more  than  a  thin  varai^b, 
laborously  acquired  by  tlio  parrcnu.     His  wide  mouth  is 
certainty  able  in  speech,  but  it  is  still  better  skilled  in  tbe 
art  of  a  »lencc  conscious  of  ite  objecL    The  man  understands 
bow  to  wait  withnut    maiiifceting  the    least  sign    of  im- 
patience; bat  he  will  never  walk  away  from  a  mark  which 
he  has  once  aimed  at,  and  he  thinks  himself  good  enough 
(or  tbe  l>c»t     Even  if  his  temperament  should  not  preserve 
him  from  palpablo  misdeeds,  he  would  no%*er  become  guilty 
of  tliom,  because  ho  is  wide  enough  to  know  that  thoy  would 
be  irreparable   mistakes.    With  happy  facility,  ho  recon- 
cile* himaelf  to  tho  most  differeutoonrictiontaud  part«,  and 
ereu  to  thoee  of  tbe  man  sure  of  blmaelf  and  rooted  in  prin- 
ciple.   He  does  not  nrge  bis  ho«t  onward  by  the  powerful 
oar-6trokcs  of  his  own  arm,  but  he  knows  whero  to  find  a 
proper  rag  aa  a  sail  to  catch  every  wind  tliac  blowA.    Yet 
OTon  tbe  stonn  does  not  terrify  him  when  he  diacoven,  by 
bis  always  cool  process  of  cnlcuhktion,  that  it  will  not  pre- 
sumably last  00  long  but  timt  he  may  coDudor  himself  safo 
from  all  serions  danger.    For  no  object-  can  he  risk  CTcry- 
thing,  for,  in  tho  last  analysis  ho  never  oares  for  an   idea; 
always  for  himself  and  for  liirnself  alone.     Not  wAat  he 
BtroTO  For,  bat  how  be  strove  to  attain  his  end,  gave  it  to 
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him  to  leave  bchim]  ttiiD  tltn  lon^  romt  which  separated  the 
Bon  of  the  peaaaut  iiiu-kee|)cr  inmi  thu  pi-csidcnt  of  the 
United  States.  In  plnce  of  the  policy  of  eude,  he  puts  the 
policjr  of  Loeans.  lie  did  not  climb  to  tlie  height  of  the 
statesman,  but  ncitlicr  did  li«  dosceiul  into  the  depths  of  real 
dema^gisiQ.  fVom  the  very  tirat  to  the  last,  he  remained 
tu  tliat  cliamcterless  middle,  in  the  t^hallow  Ktiigiiant  water 
of  trading  politics.'  So  far  its  liisown  pcr»oiml  iutcrv»t  per- 
mitted, lie  would  gladlv  hiivt:  cnrried  out  Kome  of  his  politic&l 
ideas,  and  he  ha<l  9it  le-tJ^t  one  le&IIy  Btateemaiilike  tliought; 
but  the  propelling  forces  in  him  were  novor  mond  powers 
which  lio  itervod  fur  thuir  owu  sakn. 

It  was  in  keeping,  not  only  with  the  poaition  of  rnlcr 
wiiicli  JacksoD  bad  assnined  for  eight  years  iti  the  partly, 
bat  also  with  Van  Buren's  own  most  real  natui^,  that  heeii- 
terod  on  the  presidency  without  any  progruiurac  of  his  own. 
bifl  opponents  and  thu  ma£««ii  of  lii«  own  iHirty  looked 
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-Tba  "New  York  Kntninir  Post  "thuicfauractcriEM  kin  in  1841:  "Hr. 
Van  Bonn  hu  littlt  moral  faith  of  any  load;  bar^lf  cdm^  to  need  do 
MtifloiBl  vzcitalion  of  bodjr  or  minil.  Thix  duficiuncj  drives  him  into  nn 
iLrti£cuu  eoiii  of  political  pnutiM,  in  which  fa«  refcn  all  aaaai.  actiooa  to 
indiridual  intcrctta.  nod  all  political  adioas  to  combinatioiu  of  Lhote  lii- 
tecefta.  He  believca  ffrmly  in  Ifao  foroe  of  managcmwit,  or  Uia  cool, 
aaiadente,  artfal  spplicatuii  oE  gnncisl  pn>po«ibions  to  tlic  Hiitintr  tirm- 
par  and  opinions  of  iho  nwiin.  ai  &r  u  tbeta  can  be  mcrrtMn^d,  iiml 
'wilfaoat  anr  Icadiufr  rcfcRUW  ta  their  propiivtj  or  durability.  Qif  snow 
aliaatton  of  aociai  phenomena,  never  rvadm  to  &ir  as  to  n  moral  povrur,  oi 
iLUuiiMiJ  ^^  <A  public  opinioni  but  he  dniply  de&li  nith  tfae  collective 
flpjnjft"'  of  mtiii  M  nuuiif(!>t«d  by  the  rvpreaentatiTet.  or  atlitrvriiM  oon- 
(pieoooB  indmiiuaU  from  or  among  the  people,  b^  meaaa  of  certain  ea^ 
ndw  analosoujt  to  Kddiiion,  mibtnKtioii,  moltiplicatioii  and  diviaioa  ia 
uithinetic.  He  belong!  irboUr  to  ths  present  ciina,  and  mar  be  mid  to 
KORwnt  tia^iv  "^  btuinOM  politic*.  He  in  th«  very  impcnonalion  of 
juHj  tn  ile  stnctMt  tNtnrea  of  formal  diaciplinc  and  i-xduMTe  oombinif 
tioo.  Be  ia  ocmaonkiufi.  polite,  rcsL'rrcd  in  miinnrr,  tltt  tmall,  and  ^VI- 
trmel;  nMttn  petaoa."  Mackcnde,  The  LjvMand  Opinionaof  i).  ('.But- 
ter and  Jcae  Hoyt,  p.  44. 
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ou  him  OB  the  heir  cboseD  hj  Jackson,  if  oot  to  his  powerst 
least  to  his  ofHce,  so  he  declared,  himself,  that  his  pro- 
gramme was  to  be  Joobson'e  imitator;  tiie  engle  had  cur- 
ricd  the  sparrow  beyond  the  clouda.'  Much  as  tliere  was  ol 
tmth  in  this  n«w,  it  n-a?  none  the  lees  true  that  Von  Baren 
himgelf  liad  doue  the  boat  hecoald  to  insure  his  euoeew.  And 
this,  not,  as  the  opposition  supposed,  the  weight  of  Jookson't 
patronage,  was  tlie  oiiiinoaa  sign  of  the  time.*  Tliore  tra* 
little  to  he  feared  that  a  president  woald  ever  again  assame 
JnctRon's  position,  which  was  eotirelv  sut  gon4rta,  juid  just  %* 
Httle  was  it  to  be  feared  that  the  '*  nomination  "  of  a  gnocesBor 
coald  be  repeated.  But  there  were  a  great  many  Vaii 
Bureiis  in  t3ie  Union,  and  the  petty  means  by  which  h« 
climbed  op  the  political  hiddcr,  even  to  the  uppermost  round, 
became  e\-ery  day  more  and  more  the  common  properirf  of 
all  polilicians. 

His  first  political  ntndies  Van  Biiren  had  mode  in  the 
eonntrr  tavern  of  his  father,  to  whom  his  duties  as  an  inn- 
keeper left  time  enough  to  caltivate  a  small  farm.  TTie  ttx- 
men}  of  Cohuobia  conntv,  New  York,  and  his  intelligent 
mother,  who  is  said  tuliave  taken  a  lively  interest  in  pnhTic 
affairs,  were  his  first  politica]  tntor*.  Tlio  t'illa|co  seliool  of 
Kindcrhook  took  care  of  his  general  odncation,  which,  tbere- 


'"Icontentinywli,  00  Uiiaorcnnon,  iritlt  lAjriiig,  that  I  ootaaAttWT' 
nif  tbi>  honors  uHtrumeDt.  wiected  by  Lli4«  frinub  of  t}M>  proMfit  admia- 
ittniti<m.  to  etiTTf  mt  tts  pnnripl<«  nn<l  policy;  and  that  as  well  ftmo  ia- 
din&tion  u  honi  duty.  IshalU  If  honored  with  the  diotoR  of  Uia  AtfMriaas 
people.  undeaTOT  to  tread  gviimBUr  in  Ui«  fo()t«t«pi  of  Fresideat  Jaokaoa — 
hoppr  if  I  ■haU  be  able  bo  petfect  the  worii  whkh  he  kw  so  glarioattr 
cotnmc-noed."  The  letter  of  acoeptanoe  of  hii  nomination  by  th«  d«Div- 
ontk  nittiOBal  oonveoticin  at  Baltimore,  dotnd  tli«  S9tib  of  U^^.  18S5 
Nik*  XLVni.  p.  317. 

» ••  A  nd  no  n-awting  mau  can  doubt  tlwt.  ba»iiiff  bem  once  <loott,  it  w31 
be  oenin  Blt'iniited,  and,  lultw  oorwdcd  by  tbfl  peofile,  it  wH  faecotne.  is 
time,  Uk  otabtiihcd  pnutioo  «( tba  eoonttr."    Cl^,  L  c. 


VAK  BCBES'8  TOOTH. 


1S» 


)Fe,  aa  ma}-  be  imaginud,  rcinuiucii  ratlicr  superficial  and 

lofecti  ve.'     In  lits  fourteenth  year,  he  entered  tlie  u£i[](iu  ut  tlio 

ittonicj-  of  the  village  to  study  law.    The  seventh  year  of  the 

time  prorided  by  law  for  study  he  spent  in  New  York  in  die 

oE  the  lawyer  Van  Ness,  whose  name  is  not  yet  quite 

jttcn  in  Uie  Uuited  States,  tor  the  i*easou  that  he  wosliurr's 

wooml  in  his  duet  witli  Hamilton.    After  tliis.  Van  Burcn  wns 

.ior  fire  years  actively  erigiigctl  In  tlicindL-jwndeiit  pructice  of 

professioa  in  his  native  village  and  in  the  principal  city 

the  oonntj.    If  the  auit«  tried  bera  were  of  a  diameter 

^irhich  afforded  little  induccmetit  to  him  to  extend  and  deepen 

koowledge  of  the  law.  they  eertainly  were  an  excellent 

jI  for  the  young  political  aspirant.'     His  active  pairtici- 

p«tIoa  in  electoral  campaigns  meritnl  a  county  nflin'  for  hi  in 

win  1803.    Aflerfour  years,  an  opportunity  was  afforded  him 

^Ba  c^Merve  fnim  bis  own  fedlngs,  nlut  a  powerful  political 

^Hertr  official  pcwitioni)  are  when  bestowed  in  accordance  witli 

^B   *  J.  A.  HanullOD,  who  ilood  for  a  titan  b  dow  tolotion  to  Yiui  Biuvn, 
wtttni    **  Van  Banm  wm  lOgacioas;  bat  he  boil  no  pKlcniionn  to  Veinti 
I  itatomiui,  be  had  no  skill  in  coni|>ofltion.     Hi*  linit  ivjMii  in  1B29  [w 
'  of  tlute]  Rquind  mudi  tiuendiiUoii.     I  Kiiuuiieil  witb  liini  albei 
I  nfaowl  upon  tho  dati«B  of  his  o£ce.  in  April,  1^2^;  tb  hv^A  toti^er 
I  a  (Rvato  boarding- hoofle  until  about  Juno  S,  1329.    During  tli.ii  titue, 
IB  oonvctutioo  »hgat  tlit? historical  cventBoEtliic  and  ollitTCOUPtrio,  1  wu 
antatedto  leom  l>ow  tininfonned  he  wu.    Ha  depended  upon  hia  ion  John 
>  wd  bitn  in  Iu>  writinftf,  until  be  (tut  Mr.  Beiuoinln  Bulkr,  aft«rward« 
^•ttani«7'ifei»>raJ,  upon  whom  be  eueutially  depended."    Bvnuniaccnoes 
of  J.  A.  Hamilton,!).  2ie. 
'BfacknttiOi  wbo,  indMd.  writes  with  lermt  nnimixi^,  fpm  n  the  lol- 
:dM(Bt|ilUMio(ltim:    "HarbnVan  Uurea  th«rid«r,  wuasbrawd, 
{,  ctemr  \>0f  —  T«]7  ioai  cf  b«Uintr.  gnmbling  And  oun)  plnjring — 
i  l»t-iate  pkad«r  for  a  small  f<-e.  in  cams  tned  before  a  jtmtice  of  tb« 
pnoe — vety  ix-iw^vmiitf  in  Kudibnuidietof  *tudjriuUo{ound|Nuticu1airly 
UKhil — guudat  uwUtiif  boned  and  unkking  barsaiiM — and  «iiideiiTO[«d  to 
|h«  •OHM  oootidrvution  to  that  branch  of  the  Kii-noa  of  morak  called  pol- 
itieah  at  a  TBt;  caHy  atp^i  at  tfa«  tavuni. "    TbALifaand  IWetoE  M.  Van 
Buns.  p.  i9>. 
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tlie  principle  of  reward  and  pnolflhineatL  B«(tb»1a*Bcl 
the  L'uiini;  vfRce  wae  soon  gotten  over,  BsliemsdMlidtD 

tlie  etale  oennte  !ii  the  ^anie  jear.  This  opeued  the  waj  tor 
him  to  indeiMTidcnt  i>oIi!ical  actiWty.  He  did  not  hesitate 
to  luiike  full  uf«  of  the  opportaoity.  lie  henceforth  lived 
intent  only  on  making  the  most  politically  of  his  opportuni- 
ties, rofitleesly  buey,  u»tceming  notJilng  too  BnmlL  whiek 
mtffht  promote  hig  inHnencc,'  nothing  so  high  and  holy  M  to 
inako  him  bndge  from  his  eober  calcnlation  and  his  eletk 
politeness.  The  office  of  attorney  general  of  New  York, 
which  he  had  filled  eince  1815  without,  on  that  account,  driv- 
ing np  his  lioat  in  the  senate,  w&j  taken  fnjiii  him,  in  1619, 
by  the  Clinton  party.  But  he  no  longer  depended  oa  the 
fnrors  of  the  great  ones;  he  was  now  one  of  them  binuelt 
£veu  the  year  previous,  he  had  felt  strong  enough  to  eoU«et 
a  faction  of  hie  own  nbout  him,  in  oppo«itioD  to  tlie  Clinto- 
iiians.  Tliti  p^r^onal  interests  of  the  coterie  fnruished  the 
basis  of  the  pui-ty,  and  the  abeonco  of  political  ideas  ww 
more  than  mode  up  for  by  masterly  organ  i^itioou  Tlic  word 
ot  command  from  Albany,  given  through  the  medium  of 
27t4  Anjus^  was  uiieuiiditiouully  obeyed.  The  person  who 
expected  unytliiiig  of  the  party  oouli^  obtain  it  only  tbroagh 
the  "regency,"  and  tlie"r^Dcy''  took  care  to  be  repre- 

'  In  October.  1834.  Urn  "  New  York  Ercninj  Star  "  writes:  " Wben  w, 
loolc  at  th«  career  of  Mr.  Van  Bmvti,  we  ace  utooUhMl  iit  liia  pmwv«r- 
anca,  hia  taiaAcj,  ha  cloK  cakulatiooa  and  his  activi^,  untiriiir  >I>Ml> 
JSrar  raill«M  iind  perturbed,  thoro  is  no  cliuicv  l^ut  h*;  \rnwit  untoudwd^ 
ao  cEEacb  nntrivd.  H«  tntveU  liom  countj  to  ojunty,  (rom  town  to  lovai 
MM  eTciybodr,  talln  to  ereiybodjri  oomflNts  tiie  diMmMnnlcd,  and  flatten 
tlM  expcdant  with  b«peof womm.  Ilie  pottmitis drawn  bjr  M.  M.Hm1i, 
who  lenuuncd  a  loug  timo  with  Van  Btirra  uuder  one  ioo(." 

■  "  WiUjont  a  paper  that  edU«d  at  Altxujr,  we  nay  huiff  our  bup*  en 
tlic  willows.  WiUi  it,  the  pai^  can  nirTiTe  a  thotaand  nich  ooaraJJiOH 
M  those  which  now  B^Ute  and  prol«U]ralAnnmoBto<lhaMaiOund}m." 
Van  Buna  to  5.  Uort,  JaanaiT  31, 1839.  HaolMuie.  The  Life  and  Oiim- 
iooa  of  B.  Uutler  eixl  J.  Hoft,  p.  88. 
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TAN  BDBZV  AS  A  STATESMAN. 
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Bentpd  in  tho  remoteat  corners,  by  ageuta  who  were  out 
afler  their  pay.  The  political  machinery  gave  Van  Biinm 
control  over  tlw  state  of  New  York,  wiii  dtc  slate  of  New 

■fork  carried  go  much  weight  in  all  national  qiie:stians  that 
Vau  Baren,  even  before  he  hnti  played  miy  part  hi  national 
poUtioa,  betouged  to  tboM  with  wkuiu  it  n-.m  iioutWHiry  to 
reckoQ.' 

K  Spite  of  all  Ilia  gift*,  we  can  scareely  pet-ceive  any  pro- 

^rcKfiive  development  of  Vrq  Biiren's  political  capacity  after 
his  early  student  yearn,  althougii  natrrally  he  steadily  im- 
proved in  tlie  rutiliiie  of  political  biitiine&!i.  "Wg  van  recog- 
only  one  inleninl  change,  and  this  one  lies  in  an  en- 
aly  opposite  direction.  Tn  two  important  qncstinns  ha 
>wed  that  he  was  both  morally  and  iutelli'ctualty  qualified 
I»e  more  tlian  the  model  of  tlie  trading  politician.  In  the 
ooD»titntionaI  convention  of  New  York  lu  IS21,  he  ooiirage< 

Bisljand  wiili  weighty  reasoning  opposeJ  tJie  in tnxl iicdon 
of  uuivenal  safTrage.  This  did  not  eub6e«jueiLtly  keep  Iiim 
from  being  the  nio6t  zealons  partisan  of  Jacksou'a  theory  of 
the  deniijcrac)'.  And  so,  in  the  two  preceding  years,  he  had 
declared  himself  in  favor  of  the  pmliibition  of  slavery  in 
MisBoari.  llts  effurtBin  favor  of  the  reelection  to  the  [Tnited 
&ateB  Booate  of  Kafus  King,  who  had  taken  a  prominent  po> 


'Tbe  *'  Dmtocntie  Bflriew"  (July.  1S4S,  p.  4),  which  harf  in  preriotis 
jma  nmv  the  praieu  of  tfao  "aofto  of  Eindcrhook  "  in  over;  key,  writca: 
"■nio  BeJjfini*  of  »tAle  puliliot  deTiaed  by  him  in  IS^l,  tbrouifli  whidi  hs 
antnUed  Nw  Todc,  and,  hoHinK  in  hia  bond*  tfao  elcdond  nto  ol  litis 
Mala,  didaud  to  th»  Union,  in  (till  a  iiuty'ectof  adnjiration  and  tbftit^  of 
ptai«»  to  tboae  t«Uo*«n  who  IimIc  upon  part;  trickery  na  sut.p9iiiaii3hip, 
and  who  regard  ddll  in  kgcrdumain  as  praiscnvitJiy  lu  givnt  Icarainfi: 
ta  Uh  BcieDoea.  Futy  watializ&tiou  at  Albanf.  controlling  ofGeo*  as  woU 
H  nktjr-boak  chnitvra.  praudent<i  <fiahipn  and  (iirvctora  in  aUUie  couDtiM, 
fnmfnl  maduneiy  which  Kt  OTeij  man's  face  towmnls  Albany  like  a  pdit- 
kal  Mens,  aad  wgriuig  llw  mathiaoiy  gxrt  Ur.  Van  Uuiea  hk  title  to 

n«linii»l  bOOCm." 


IM  JAosaaif's  ADUunstoATios — AKasxAiiaH  or  nous. 


Btdoa  among  tlie  advocatea  of  the  ^  restHcLioii," '  wen  dvter 
miaed,  iiidcutl,  by  otlior  rcftsons;  l)ut,  like  all  oclier  stniUoTB, 
he,ou  the^uitioF  Jantiurj'',  1830,  voted  for  thostriotljr-buQed 
resolutiun  of  iho  bouwof  representatives  agniost  tbo  adiois- 
sioD  of  Migfioiiri  OS  a  slave  state.' 

The  I^tiaMuri  queetioa  liad  juet  been  brought  to  on  iemt 
wlieo  Vftn  Buren  entered  the  Uniti-d  States  senate.  Before 
he  thero  irpcriKsibly  pleilgud  himself  to  one  eido  or  the  other 
of  Uie  shivery  que&tiou,  he  had  leisure  to  etndy  the  infloeDec 
which  his  attittide  towards  it  wonld  necessarily  honeofortli 
oxert  on  the  prospects  of  every  politician.  Well  afi  he  had 
learned  to  guide  the  political  machine  in  hia  on-n  state,  en 
the  larger  stfige  he  had  yet  much  to  learn.  He  made  many 
a  mistake  during  the  first  years,  but  he  lenmed  mtioh  from 
every  blander.     Xn  the  ju^identtal  electoral  cnmpajgn  ot 


I 


■'nie"Ca[iimb\ii  Enqnti«r"«TitM,in1iieaatuiiiD0f  18SS:  "Inalllhu 
inndiuua  aotl  dongcroiu  oallitioa  b«tw«eB  the  rishti  of  Ifisonri.  the  into- 
eu\M  of  the  Bouthem  Ktatn,  snil  tlie  mailneM  and  meutDOw  of  tbelr  anal- 
anta,  Van  Iltirv-n  took  a  deep  nnd  active  part  against  ne.    [I«fe  ia  Iba 
proof:    Kalva  Kins.  Utea  a  senaUu  froni  Vew  York,  was  ttae  aoul  and  U(e- 
hlaexl  df  tiie  ooiupiiai^.    Uutin  Van  Bun-n  was  tli«B  in  (he  Bsnat?  from 
that  nbde,  nai  Dived  the  maveiii«at  and  riadicaled  the  ooodiKt  <t  Kiac. 
Bdulthc  EuUowing  extract  from  u  Icttin^  wriltea  bjrHr.  Van  Bimnt.n  Ilia 
autanta  <i  I81ft,  to  on*  of  bis  Ihoads:    '  1  aliould  ivgmt  lo  fetd  anjr  fUft- 
gins  on  thA  ratfjrwt  of  Ur.  Kingr.    Wo  are  cotaiuittet]  tc  lii«  sapport.    It- 
is  both  wise  BDd  hoDCsti  and  we  uiusl  faaTe  no  fluttrrinar  in  onr  (xmna. 
Mr.  King'*  vi«w«  towonla  ua  on  both  booest  and  eoneat.    The  Muaourk-  h 
qoealiou  mucvuU.  w  tu  u  h«  ia  eonMeined,  no  plot,  and  iro  efaall  ffivc  itA-fl 
bnio  dinct.ioti.    Ynti  know  wtiat  tbfl  Cwliiig^  and  vieimif  our  frinml*  v«v 
when  1  Mw  j-ou  i  and  jrou  know  wliat  w«  Uivn  condud#d  to  do.     Uy  coo- 
■idHBtJoiw.  eUx.  Bud  the  acpeot  of  the  'Atros,'  will  show  ym  ttuit  ww 
banre  entsPKl  on  tbo  work  in  eanwat    Wa  «aiini>t,  iharvfgro,  look  bstdL 
Let  ut  not,  ihcivforc,  havo  an;  lialting.    1  will  jnil  mj  head  on  iU  propri- 
ety.*"   NilM.  XUX.  p.  93. 

Van  Butvn  travdod  over  tlie  (tate,  and  (ofEvOwr  with  Manrj,  wrobB^ 
pampliUrt  in  Ein^'f  tntrmt.    MaiJcenatiB,  Tbe  Ltfn  and  llmea  of  M.  \ 
Bum,  P.27K. 

■TIm  naobtkKi  is  to  be  bond  in  Niln,  XLiX,  p.  142. 


TAN  VUKKS^g  eCHEUIS. 


1S34,  he  was,  of  course,  a  zealous  partiBan  of  Cm^rfonl, 
*ince  it  was  long  certain  that  the  latter  wonld  be  nominatec! 
by  the  •*  caucus,"  atiti  t!iat  he  vioald  therefore  he  th«  "regu- 
lar "pariycamltdate.  BesideR,  Crawford,  to  insurehim«elf the 
rote  of  New  York,  hml  known  how  to  brins  it  about  that 
Ooorvia  should  nominate  Van  Burcn  for  the  vice-presidency. 
At  firet  all  that  Van  Bureu  reaped  from  tliia  was  ridicule, 
aSf  evidently,  in  no  other  state  could  the  aeqiiieeceuce  of  the 
pvt^  be  obtained  to  thi.t  chnicr.     Bnt  bin  name  vaa  once 
mentioned  in  connection  witli  the  second  ulUce  in  the  TTiiion, 
3d  he  had  time  to  wait.    The  bad  success  which  attended 
the  caucus  did  not  keep  him  from  doing  his  best  for  Craw- 
ford.   But^  although  it  -K-B  po«.siblc  to  arorl  tlie  storm  which, 
^Bd  New  Torlc,  wanted,  in  the  place  of  thu  nomination  of  the 
^^knldential  electors  by  the  tegi.sUtiire,  to  pat  their  election 
^'l^^e  people,  Crawford  received  only  five  of  the  thirty^six 
Totee  of  the  state;  of  the  reraai  ning  thirty-one.  tweuty-six  were 
given  to  Adams,  whom  Van  Buren  also  preferred  to  the  other 
Dinpetitors  of  Crawfoi-d.    Of  Jnckson,  tlie  organ  of  '*  the  re- 
ey"  tbongUt  there  was  no  uee  in  t.ilking,  in  Ts'civ  York.' 


'  csUief  of  the  regency  soon  thoiiglit  otiierwise.    When  the 

>ice  through  the  electors  had  led  to  no  result,  he  and  his 

rienda  remained  paseive.     Van  Bnren's  confidence  in  the 

yuty  roncliincry  was  not  shaken,  but  he  rcoogniaed  that  tbo 

Beongreajiionnl  cancus  had  become  an  entirely  ti»eles»  piece  of 

^pL    The  effect  which  the  eleetion  of  Adams  by  tlio  house  of 

^Pepreeentati^'es  and  Clay's  nomination  ns  secretary  of  fitatc, 

had  with  the  massea,  taught  bim  how  it  was  to  be  replaced. 


I 


"Aisiiilcialhui'tate.  bowwrrrit  may  be  in  othm,  to  nfcriTe  rren  for 
■odeiate  mpport  nf  Wr.  Jodcuom.    He  ia  wholly  out  of  the  qtieation,  bb 

at  tbe  rotes  of  New  York  un  in  it.  In(Ii.-p»idciitl>'  of  tbo  ditcJosura 
of  lib  pothusl  opRuint),  lie  could  not  b«  the  r«f>ulilicaii  caudt<lal«.  He  ii 
npcdad  ■•  a  gaUftat  aaldicr,  but  he  stiuida  in  ihv  minda  of  tite  ptophat 
tUactaleatao  tmincacuMllecUttaiice  from  the  ciccutiTti  chair."  "  Albanj 
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From  tieitig  n  cool  fn'end  of  Adams,  lie  Boddenlj  Ixxame  « 
decided  oppoiieiii  of  [lie  iidmiiiUtratiou.  Heitaw  that  Jack- 
eon  n-as  tlie  man  of  tlie  fiitnre,  or  that,  at  lea&t,  he  might 
be  ea&ily  made  isuch,  but  his  watchivard  was  pruEtiuDd  il> 
leooe,  until  ho  bad  had  tlie  fnl)  price  fur  Iua  as«Ulauce 
gnanintied  to  him.  HVliat  he  thouglit  of  the  soom  irhb 
which  bis  QomtDotJon  hy  Geor;gia  was  greeted,  [leople  bad 
heard  even  during  tJie  electoral  cainpnign  of  1S24.  Tbo 
y«v>  York  Aineriean  announced  tliat  even  now  the  prinm- 
pal  qneatiuQ  vras,  wbetlier  Van  Burea  wae  to  be  president 
after  tbi;  fourth  of  Uarch,  1833,  and  it  adduced  important 
reasons  for  this  opinion.'  In  December,  18ii6,  it  is  said  tliat 
VaiL  Bureu  and  the  original  Jackson  pnrtjr  came  to  ao  oc- 
derstandiag,  and  ia  Majr,  1827,  the  condition*  of  the  compact 
were  made  pnblic.  Van  Buren  waa  to  be  Jackson's  secretary 
of  slate,  and  to  succeed  him  after  four  years  aa  president; 
be  obligated  himself,  on  the  other  band,  in  ocouomio  qoee- 
ttone,  to  favor  tlie  policy  of  the  southern  stateA.* 

*"Th«  Bppanot  que6lion  now  before  tlie  pabUc  a,  who  afaaU  b*  ms 
neit  president?  but  the  teal  qontion  b.  whetiior  MaitinTon  Boicn  AA 
be  pniidinit  ot  tho  UnitedStataeauidaft^r  tlivltb  of  Uan:b,18S3?  At 
thai  bme,  Uw  gnat  stale  of  New  Tink,  haTiog  neFOr  funusbad  •  prestknl. 
will  hitvo  irr«nttiUe  daims  to  that  honor.  If  any  of  hex  dlisens  an  now 
qualified  [&n  slliuioii  to  Dc  Witt  Clintou],  tbo  blossooa  of  rtoniitjr,  fut 
gstfaerin^  on  Uicir  b^ads,  will  bare  (olleD.  tber  will  be  npemunualt-d,  tbaL 
to,  tbe;  will  hftr«  puMd  ttis  s^  of  sixty  yean,  that  giMcn;  period  wbea 
tbe  oODstitatton  of  New  Torii  iedarea  tlntt  jnd^rs  Iomi  tbdr  aoues,  n4 
that  all  fleafa  ia  gruF.  In  that  doj  Ux.  Van  Buicn  wilt  bo  in  tb<  full 
stniwtii  «I  life,  lb«  odIt  New  Yorkn  &t  toi  the  praideiKT.''  Cited  i>r 
Fartoo,  life  of  A.  JrcIood.  TII.  p.  3-^ 

*"Fmn  a  huidr  1  cannot  as  j«t  tneation,  1  lesm  tfant  Viua  Buf«]i's 
twigiua  wiUi  Jkdooa's  ftieaib — their  mobial  undastaadiui:.  1  moj  m 
w^caU  it— bean  date  in  December,  1829.  Intbatiiiontfa)ieexpoct«dliM 
bieuds  of  AduDN  to  attack  bim,  and  sood  aftenruds  {Febraaij,  1837)  be 
ud  CamUvli-ntf  [one  of  the  noted  paGliaass  of  New  Vcnk )  iire  asen  diiectr 
me  Bo^t  to  otaiLLbe  Oea.  Qneo'i '  Tdegnph.'  la  April,  tlicy  are  off  t* 
Sontb  CaiDlina,  from  wbcaco  tbeir  equally  Bexible  usod&le,  Kicjiic,  tv 


4 

I 


aiLaomf. 


159 


itt  CliDton's  death  made  a  partial  cbtuige  in  tlie 
Dgndnme  neceeauy,  aad  gave  Tan  Biircn  au  opportntiitj 
to  make  surer  ot  his  game.  Itutead  of  Ciinioit,  Oulboim 
appeared  as  a  candidate  for  the  vicc-prcsidcncy,  and  Vau 
Burencaosod  bimself  tobepnt  npn»ncnii<lidiibefor  thegov. 
ernorehip  of  New  York.  All  were  eucccssfiU.  Van  Boren, 
wlioee  past  as  a  etntceman  wu  an  empty  page,  rcsignnd  the 
govemorehip  whicli  he  hod  scarcely  entered  npon,  aad,  as 
secretary  of  FtAtc,  stood  at  tiic  head  of  Jackgon's  c&hinoc 
Everj-  one  had  known  that  it  wonld  be  so,  and  no  one  won- 
dered tiiat  it  was  eo.  It  was  no  longer  a  matter  of  surpriso 
that  the  politicians  got  tlic  start  of  thu  etatcHincn. 

Adams  bad  not  yet  left  the  White  House  wlien  the  pre- 
tenders to  the  heritage  of  Jackson,  Van  Bnrcu  and  Calhoan, 
opened  their  batteries  of  intrigue  upon  ouo  another.'    The 

eriveaaletter.d&ted'CborlettOD.  S.  Car-.May?.  1827.' and  bet^itiBfram 
Uw  ' Bichmoftd  EaqDJier.'  «ij[bteea  mgiitlu  Mora  Jackaon'a  e!«>cUon: 

***Oor  tneod  Vqh  Buren  has  at  laat  i^conciled  nearly  all  the  most  iiD- 
portant  jamoff  dainu  and  intemlf.  Gen.  Andrew  Jackion  ooiueots  to 
■eoipt  d(  Um  prvsiilrDcy  ni  the  Uniletl  S(at«,  plml^e  hittuelf  inTiolably 
tD  Mbicm  the  people  of  the  math,  And  to  resign  a.t  t^e  end  <rt  f<nir  yean. 
Join  Ci  GBlhoan  has  bwn  prevailed  upon,  in  coiifortnily  to  the  iri^u  of 
MMBaofonrmottinllaential  bieada,  to  nlinquiEli  hii  clniraa  upon  ihe  not- 
IMMifcimy.  EieiTeflbrtM  to  be  nade  to  ioduoe  Da  Witt  Clinton  to  noeept 
tke  riee-prfsidenqr.  UartiDTanBarentossrTeas  seoretary  of  >tate  under 
Oenenl  JadooD,  and  at  Ui4  cod  of  four  yean  to  U  Dominated  and  sup- 
ported for  tlie  pTftidmcy;  with  a  perfect  andentandiDK  tbut  hs  will  pur* 
MS  Um  •outhcca  polk?,  in  relation  to  domutic  tnaaoEacttirea  and,  u)t«nial 
improytmeata.'  "    Hsckende,  Life  and  lltnea  of  M.  Vati  Bun»,  p.  83. 

1 H.  Gay  ha  fr.  Brootce,  Waah.,  Dec.  2Q,  tS-28.  "  It  is  asiid  tb&t  a  good 
deal  of  jealoosy  is  felt,  oad  in  priralo  aides  oomBtLmce  raanifeeta  itself, 
•iiions  thft  poitinni  of  the  nce-president  and  the  governor  elect  of  New 
Totk."    Priv.  Oonwp.  of  H.  Cloy.  p.  215. 

In  Kow  Tork,  a  Inttar  boa  WMiungtoa  wiu  puMitlnid,  in  which  we 
mtd:  '"ntete  an  atmig  aymptoms  of  a  ipo^dy  diisolution  of  the  '  com- 
tination.*  The  ends  of  both  aeottcias  of  the  party  are  ansuered.  The 
|UM  lutl  been  raa  down.  and.  like  houndo,  thoy  am  about  dghtin^  for  the 
jay  Hubs  hara  mode  their  onm.    Voa  Butcb's  {ricnda  wuh  to  bavo  him  in 
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prixjess  o£  ondccciving  to  which  Uic  Calbonn  faction  was 
enbjeet«d  by  the  coia)x>sitioTi  of  tlie  oabiticu  einbitajtd 
the  slrife.'  So  far  as  tlie  issue  of  tbo  controvcrey  depended 
OQ  Jacksoii,  it  could,  from  the  fir«t,  ho  acarccly  douhlfnt 
which  of  Hie  rivaU  would  obUiu  tbe  victory.  Two  such 
bendstrong  ]}erdOQ8  as  Jackson  and  Calhoun  do  not  mske 
yoke-fellows.  Hut  it  was  Dot  a  difficult  mutter  for  tbe  little 
pUatic  Van  Burun  not  to  strike  or  rob  agwoat  tfao  ongltt 
and  corners  of  the  presidcut.  Fktberingly  and  wwinly  be 
insinnatod  himself  into  every  crack  and  rent  iu  the  coano 
bark  of  *'01d  Hickory,"  while,  in  CalbooD,  JackMio  was  con- 
fronted witb  a  character.  Calbono  had  also,  indued,  rend 
tbe  signs  of  the  time  well  enough  to  attach  much  importaooe 
to  the  good  nrill  of  the  idol  of  the  masses,  but  be  bad  never 
fawned  upon  biin.  He  would  liave  K<ven  much  to  be  Jack- 
son's SQCceesor,  but  liiii  ambition  lutd  not  eo  far  dc>generated 
into  vanity  that  he  would  hare  bargained  bis  independencu 
anil  h\(t  convictions  for  the  presidency.  Not  even  in  the 
^rcat  political  question  as  to  Mrs.  Eaton's  social  fitness  did 
be  consent  to  cover  up  bis  place  in  the  oppoeition.  Hrt. 
CiUhoun  would  not  see  the  lady  whose  previous  chastity  had 
become  a  question  of  national  importance,  in  her  parlon.* 
The  widower  Van  Buren  not  only  did  not  permit  himself  bo 

tbo  cabinoL  To  Uuc  Calbmn's  otgect,  and  Uicse  rirol  chieftains  seaUff 
throngli  ttaa  crowd,  by  aeaat  ol  (bta  putnans'  ambigumu  phnsw,  png- 
oaat  with  futtue  oonteatB  and  politkal  dirinooi."  <SbeA  iu  Paiido,  hh 
of  A.  JackBoa,  III,  p.  168. 

'  Adanu  wtitoa  in  bis  diai;,  on  the  IBtbof  Uaidi,  1839:  "Sernwor 
Mi«  then  ii  alieadjr  stmI  biU>nis«  betwesa  the  paitisaiu  of  Tun  Botai 
and  Hum  of  Calbono.'*  Unm.  of  J.  Q.  Adataa,  VIII.  p.  116.  Conpuf^ 
■iM.  Pri¥.  Oamtp.  of  D.  Webator,  I.  p.  483;  Friv.  Conwp.  at  H.  Oar- 
p.  961. 

'Adaau  even  wriln:  "OallMMia  heads  ttw  moral  putr.  Tan  Bona 
tbitt  of  tbo  frail  liitdrfiood ;  and  be  u  DOtorlouil;  engoged  in  eumMOif 
lat  Uw  prendenc;  by  pApair  Itu  court  to  Hn.  Eahm."  Horn,  of  J.  Q. 
AdBBB,  Tin,  p.  185.    See.  alK>.  p.  193. 
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waotiog  in  oourtee;  to  Iicr,  to  anj  extent,  l>nt  he  took 
great  ptuus,  witii  the  aflsiatauce  of  6omc  uiiuiarriul  cuiboa* 
sadora,  bj  mcasunsa  of  intrigue,  to  have  her  received  aa  one 
talij  ODtltled  to  all  the  social  di&tiuclion  of  her  hnaltand's 
position.  People  wore  soon  convinced  tliat  In  tliio  wnj  he 
had  taken  u  giant  slop  tu^vart]li  reaching  the  goal  of  liis 
uspiratioDB — the  presidenoyJ  Tbo  peraoLal  breach  botwtou 
Jackson  aud  Culhutin,  which  soon  afterwards  followed,  left  tlie 
w»7  entirel;  d«ar  for  Tan  Baron;  only  liu  wa«  Qhliged  to 
wmit  patiently  four  years  longer  than  he  had  hoped  aud  ex. 
pected  at  firet 

_  £von  befora  the  bitter  war  of  pens  botvrcen  tlio  prcnident 
h1  vjoe-preeident  had  bcxun,  Major  Lowie,  tlio  buad  of  the 
"Kiiclwn  Cabinet,"  commcuood  the  agitation  in  favor  of 
Jackson's  ro5luction.  During  the  second  week  of  March, 
1$30,  that  ii,  judt  at  tJic  bo^nning  of  the  second  year  of 
Jaakaon's  administration,  the  jSc/tM  Achai-e^  in  the  White 
Hoose,  nrrote  tbo  letter  in  vhicli,  a  fnw  days  Intur,  six^- 
eigfat  members  of  the  legUlatare  of  the  "  Keystone  state," 
Pbooaylvania,  announced  to  the  president,  that  Is  to  tlie 
peitple,  that  the  salvation  of  tho  party  and  of  the  country 
pperatircly  demanded  his  retileotiou.*     Hembers  of  the 


t 


U.  We«Bt«r  to  yki.  Dattom.  Wash.,  Jan.  IS.  18S0:  "  Hr.  Vu  Bwu 
Imi  mriilKntly,  at  this  momfint,  qnita  tlio  kad  in  influen<»  anil  iiaportoDoe. 
B»  conlvoii  iA  ttu  pagai  on  Uie  bock  irtoin,  and  ^ntlera  nbat  aeami  to  bo 
■I  (aMiut  tfa*  Aaiwt's  Mcpcat  lunong  tbo  protideot'i  dcsraa,  a  Bottled 
porpOM  of  umking  ont  thu  liuljr,  of  whom  lo  much  has  bem  said,  a  person 
oC  npnlatuia.  It  b  odd  encuyli,  bat  too  arideot  bo  be  doubted,  tbiit  tbu 
matqimiu)  of  Hm  diapuCe  in  tbo  locial  and  fiuhiouafale  world  u>  iimduc- 
!•(  gWl  polUica)  ofiiKte,  and  xaay  very  pratutilj  det«nniii6  wbo  Uiall 
be  raeeawoT  to  tbe  pree^nt  chief  Du^trate."  Priv.  Corraip.  of  0.  Wab- 
a«t.  T.  p.  483. 

'Thti  hiiHiIj  inatndiTC  correopondenra  ia  given  TerbAtim  in  Puton, 
libcf  Jacbon,  TTT,  pp.  897-30'2.    The  fotmiU  iMolutioiu  of  th«  oanoui 

MM  Slat  of  ntwdi  am  to  be  found  Li  Xilmt,  XXKTUT.  pp.  IdO,  ITO. 
aoi  ooneet,  kowever,  whoo,  ia  »  note  to  hi*  ccrresixaidcnoe  wiUi 
11 
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legislatnrea  of  New  Tork>  and  Ohio"  followed  the  exampte, 
ae  Lewie  himself  "boaeted,  induced  U)  do  eo  by  him.*  Ws 
Bter  was  preaumably  riglit  when  he  thooght  that  Ja 
had,  from  the  first,  wiBlipd  for  reelection ;  bnc  he,  inii 
underestimated  Van  Buren's  koen  ioeight  when  he  eaW, 
that  thi!  latter  now  did  as  tlic  Romans  did  onlj  to  it^ 
Bome  advantage  from  the  disagreeable  necwdty.  It  i« 
prolmble  that  Van  Buren  wasreailyoonvinocd  — and,  todeed, 
not  witliytit  reason  —  that  it  needed  Jockj-on'a  poptdnrily  to 
claim  the  field  against  the  oppofliUon  of  Uio  three  tnoetdia^ 


Oolatiel  L.C.StMibausti,  besays:  "This  wu  th«  finb  moremenl iBi& 
toward  bciDKicg  ool  Gcncnil  Jackwo  for  a  woond  t««a."  Et«i»  in  D«oeiD- 
ha.  182!).  the  pcfua  ol  New  Torfc  had  besva  to  diuius  the  ijnnlioo  vith 
rigor.  The  "  Now  Ywk  Courier  aad  EaquirCr."  flt  the  19th  of  D«Binb». 
tzpnned  the  hope  that  the  questioa  of  luooeBioi)  irooU  noi  be  tenoad} 
agitated  aatil  BDch  titne  m  JoAaaa  had  giren  a  final  deoaion  as  to  b» 
cedectiou ;  but  tluit  if  lie  declined  it,  Vui  Bai«n  vae  noqtwatioBaUj  the 

Tho  following  quotation  from  Adoraa'  diarr  Ihrowa  wonderful  Hght  on 
the  iiitiiiUion  of  alliun:  "  H«  (Miuot  Knew)  aaid  he  had  lieen  aoms  &ael 
at  BnnufcuTg,  aod  seea  mncb  of  the  mevAea  of  the  Iftgulatoi*;  thai  btf 
had  won  but  one  man  who  spoke  in  tenaa  of  i^iprobalion  of  the 
admloittralLon,  and  that  wm  anenntOTbrtbeDameof  Knpps— thaMnw 
with  whom  Uajor  Donekan  hu  hit't  a.  com^WDdence  Kspectinic  the  aon- 
inatioo  of  QeaeinJ  Jncloon  for  rp-vlprtioii  by  the  membra  ct  the  IVnnQl- 
Tanta  lapBlature.  Thii  nomitia.U<m  was  mads  bj  a  raeetu^  of  OMC*  thH 
half  the  ounnben  of  the  legialatute,  althouBfa  ereiy  one  ot  them  doapt 
Krep|)evuoppifm<3iith^&«r^iisthiui.  Ho  nid  headend  Mtetml  of  tfann 
irfaf ,  holdiag  and  «xpreeiing  tudi  opiniau,  the;  ooold  vote  a  oonuaabn 
ofhimBgain.  ThejmaidUie  p«(^  bad  not  been  dfaaboMd  of  their  pnfa- 
diee  ia  hla  faror,  and  if  tltfj  ihonld  hesitate  about  his  leUecliaD  thv 
woold  be  taned  out  by  Uwic  ocuatituaib."  Hem.  of  J.  Q.  Adanw.  THL 
p.fl51. 

•  NUee.  XXXVtII.  pp.  170;  171. 

•Ibid.,  XL.  p.  127. 

•Adaiiuvrita.ootho21itof  April.  1830;    "The  HftBufaorg  and  AJ- 

banynominaijoiwof  Jactaoofotre-dwtiou,  wCTo  atridtof  Van  Bnmi'lJ 
Bgniaat  Otlhooo."    Mcxa.  of  J.  Q.  Adams.  VIU,  p.  S^ 
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gatsliedfttateemenof  UioITDion.'  Heoould,  moreover,  be  well 
rafligued  to  the  short  delay,  as  Jacluon,  loug  before  he  bad 
formiill7decl«rc<lhini5eIf  reiidytonccept tl JO  presidency  R  sco- 
ld time,  had  designated  bim  by  letter,  aiui  inamannerwhicb 
nM  not  be  misunderstood,  as  his  most  woriby  heir.  Tlie 
,tber  of  this  idea  again  was  tlie  inevitalilo  Miijur  Lewiii,  and 
raotivo,  fear  that  Jackson,  tho  condition  of  whose  health 
rrantedtlie  most  seri'  j*  alarm,  might  die  Ijefore  the  great 
principles"  of  his  reign  had  been  fought  out.  To  provldd 
tvr  tliis  case,  tlie  provident,  under  Lowi^'g  correction,  wrote  a. 
letter  to  bis  old  friend,  Judge  Overton.  The  copy  which 
the  )fajor  retained,  Jackson  subecrllied  with  hi&  own  liand, 
in  order  to  place  it  fully  in  bis  power  to  use  the  name  of  the 
dau]  Hon  as  a  "powerful  lever  in  rai&ing  Van  Bureii  to  tlie 
prwidenqr."* 

The  fears  of  I.ewi8  tarned  out  lobe  anfoundod,  but  never- 
theless seditious  efforts  were  made  to  make  Yan  Buren's 
^■urentnal    succeed   certain.      Whi^i)    tlie   quarrel   witli    Cai- 
^KooQ  ond  hie  faction,  together  nitli  the  Kntoii  scandal,  made 
Hi  reorganization  of  tho  inharmonious  and  wrangling  cabinet 
DCOGs-fiary-ja  good  opportunity  to  push  this  mutter  algo  a  long 
step  further  was  offered.    Lnmediately  after  bis  entranceon 

Itbe  dotiea  of  tho  prosidcncy,  Jackson  sent  a  written  docu- 
Bcut  to  Uie  membcra  of  hi»  cabinet  in  which  bo  had  devel- 
ttiud  the  "  principles"  of  his  administration.  In  this  docu- 
Bent,  it  was  laid  down  that  no  head  of  a  departmeut  should, 
InriDg  the  time  fao  remained  in  otiice,  become  a  caudidate 
for  the  prwdeticy  or  vice-preeideuey.  Sooner  or  later,  tbere- 
furo,  Yan  Buren  had  to  wittidraw.  To  do  fO  now,  would  be 
to  kill  two  birds  with  the  some  atoue.  Aitt;r  Eaton  had  gladly 

*Clax.  W«b«tei,  CaUioun. 

■The  letter  to  Overton,  ud  tbs  nplatintory  imnaridbr  Lmria,  an  n- 
pcodooodia  Pariou,  Ut»  of  A.  Jackwa,  III,  pp.  2B3-995.  A  miiprtBt 
nahei  Om  date  of  the  lottcr  Deonnber  31,  1830,  instead  of  December  8L 
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given  np  the  office  which  he  had  accepted  only  relactantly, 
and  Van  Burt-n  Usui  resigned,  Jaclooti  declared  to  Uwiroul- 
leagnes  that  tlic  necesRarr  harinonioiia  ttbaracter  nt  thu  cnt>. 
inot  could  not  bo  innintained  hy  only  a  partial  reooiistruo- 
tion;  the  ministers  entirely  <lGvc»te<l  to  .Tarkson  hnnd«l  in 
tlioirrcsignafions,  that  lln;  fnenilBof  Calhoun  lui^'hl,  \rithotrt. 
any  violation  of  the  rnlea  of  decency,  with  great  po1itone« 
bo  shown  the  door.  This  waa  the  dctcrminin}5  cause  of  ihil 
coup  rf*  Hat  within  the  government  (April,  1S3I).  It  waa, 
therefore,  telling  a  bold  unb-nth.  when  Jackmn  nftcrwardi 
Oflserted  that  Van  Bnren'e  fnture  candidacy  for  theprcsktcncf 
oonld  not  ha^'e  come  into  consideration  at  all  in  this  matter. 
flioce  hie  candidacy  waa  not  at  the  time  had  in  view  by  nnj 
one'  The  letter  to  Judge  Overton  and  its  histnry,  mi^t,  at 
the  raomeutj  have  been  Uotted  from  tbo  memory  o£  dte  old 

■  **  1  n;  bo  [Jadffq  Whit«]  ouwot  have  fornotteD  tfaac  one  of  my  Bnt 
acto  u  ptendmit  ira>,  U>  i«duca  U>  wntmff  tJie  g«DunJ  prindplcB  vkitft 
would  gaide  ni/  public  eaaTse.  one  of  wbidi.  in  nfrmnoR  b>  mf  cb1»»I, 
was  lli«  followingi  '  That  no  fa«ad  o£  ckpartuKnl  aboold  teooma  a  eaadh 
data  for  tlM  offic*  of  prMidaal  or  vioe-preudeot  of  the  United  Statn 
wtaiLebeienumediiithedepaitAent.'  .  .  .  It  I  hadcctout  wiUitbedt- 
pectalwii  uf  influencing'  Uiti  dioiue  which  tbe  pectfio  wen  to  iDokt;  ot  »aM 
one  to  •ticceed  tde  in  the  office  of  pKaident,  it  iiaot  pfobnUAtbatthu  nil; 
vzclodini;  all  ciemben  ol  my  cabinet  bvni  the  field  of  compctiliaa,  wouU 
bara  bom  adopted  —  to  Until,  at  least  up  to  (hn  tina  of  Uio  HiflKfllti#f 
wbicb  led  to  tlie  duaolutioa  oE  that  cubiuet,  it  will  be  difficult  to  £nd  u 
ttcawi  for  th*.' allegntioni  Iw  haa  bwuat  so  luuchpainBto  preface  with  tiv 
Hmiag  case.  But  he  laajr  have  onLy  intended  loeoaver  tbe  idea  thaitk 
oqjwriaUion  of  a  uew  oUiiuet  wa«  coutroUed  b)r  a  donre  of  aiina  to  pn- 
mote  the  iafaxnta  of  Mi.  Van  Buren.  U«k,  too,  lie  is  equally  uufortu- 
nat«.  for  it  is  wedl  known,  that  at  thia  period  Ur.  S'an  BuKn'ii  nam*  liad 
net  bcf  u  anoooDwd,  and,  u  far  as  1  have  be«n  inCanned,  bad  not  been 
thouetilof  u  a  candidate  for  tbc  office  of  pmndeobcr  riee-pnrfdait.  It 
wa>  BOt  until  ho  wai  n>j«ted  a*  mini«t«r  to  GngUad.  that  tlit  itpoUiofi 
portion  of  tlie  people,  becoming  indignant  at  the  reaaoai  which  ptodoond 
it.  with  oo«  nnoe,  froiD  Maioo  to  Iioninasa,  dedaied  him  (ben  candidalf. 
wd  e)«d«d  him."  ^jI•IV«id<(rll  JachBOato  the  people:  Re^  to  Jodfe 
n.  L.  White.  Jane,  1537.    NUns.  LII,  p.  299. 
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but  he  coald  not  poseibl^  have  forgotten  V&n  Bureaus 
of  resignation,  tu  which  the  socrotary  of  state  assigned 
U  fact,  with  caioulnting  vorlw&itj*,  as  the  soic  motive  of  liis 
ithdnval.'  It  is,  boweveri  true,  that  Vau  Buren's  triumph 
necompioteon]}'  through  the  stupidity  ot  the  opposition.* 
The  niatwes  o£  the  people  looked  on  tlio  I'e^l8al  oE  the  scnato 
.to  «otifiriii  hU  ooiuin&tiou  u  miuiater  to  Eagland  m  &  ma- 
icioiu  filroko  o!  his  riraU.    If  ^leir  devoted  frieodaliip  (or 
>D  hntl  Urami  Uiis  inenlt  npoa  thcin,  it  vas  a  duty  which 
ejr  owed  to  Jnckson  and  to  tlicuia«Kes,  to  demonstrate  in 
moat  sinking  way  that  *'  the  people  "  ruled.    Bcuton  was 
right  when,  immediately  after  the  vote  waa  taken,  he  said: 
Yoa  havo  hroken  a  mioiater  and  elected  a  ricc-prceldent,"" 
Van  Burcn's  fortune  iras  dow  made.    The  manner  in 
which  the  iWnuto  hud  rejected  his  Domination  wais  a  personal 
iiuult  to  Jnckson.     ^Vith  all  the  rcgardlessncss  of  which  he 
capable,  he  bonceforth  kbored  for  the  saccees  of  his  fa- 
te.   Only  by  the  election  of  Tan  Bureu,  it  was  now  said, 
nld  the  ])eople  gnarajity  to  theinselves  tho  ponuniicnt  potu 
ion  of  the  oonquodts  which  they  owed  to  Jackson.*    The 

*  nrid.,  XL.  M>.  IW.  1«. 

*  How  (or  tliw  fliiiitdUj'  went  w  manifest  from  the  following  citation 
kkrtterof  CU;  to  ft.  Brooke,  dated  U117  1,  ItiSh  "Didj>au«vor 
wack  a  Idtcx  u  Mr.  Vui  Barta'a?    It  ia  pcdocily  claisctnaetic  oC 

man—  a  laborad  •Bbrt  to  conoeftl  thg  tnic  motiwa,  nni)  t«  bm!^  us- 

OMM.  for  Ilia  KMiniAtian,  under  tbo  cridtrnt  hope  of  prafitut^  bj  tbo 

.  Tbe  '  (IritcaUv  tt«{>,'  I  apjirvhf  n<l.  biu  bmn  UUifti.  Ix'cnuM!'.  foresee" 

lii« galfaoring (tomi, bo  wuuciK-AJ'lytaioeuix^awiEon-fiigv.    Wbotbcr 

wSn  bu  on  hi>  turn  or  at  Londooi  wt  ihall  sue.    MuiintJiTLC.  our  oliul- 

DOt&il  to  be  boneiib>d  by  tho  mtMnrs."    Priv.  Conwp.  of  H.  Clay, 

pp.  990,  300.    Clay,  indeed,  1ocilci.-il  tbraugb  a  peculiarly  thidi  mirt.  b(^ 

onn  1m  bnd  cnlculaU^d  with  certatnty  for  ycon,  on  moviDg  into  Utn 

WhUa  HooM  CPU  Ibe  4tli  of  Uarcfa,  1833.     Sm  M«ni.  of  J.  Q.  Adasu, 

n.  p.  SC. 

■Tbirtj  T«iw"  Vtflw,  I,  p.  215. 

**"nic  late  cxDcolin;,  then,  bubad  bU  will  carried  into  pff«ct  hy  tiif 
of  tha  Amencan  pMpIc.    They  bare  luUniyd  to  hit  ftat«meiits,  '  that 
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president  did  not  blnsh  to  make  nse  of  hie  fraakiiif;  privi- 
lege to  "bring  hie  own  case  as  well  aa  tliat  of  Van  Unpen  !»■: 
fore  the  people.     Numbers  of  the  <7^j^cuiitainiiigu  i^jh»c: 
by  BentoD  on  the  expuDgiDg  resolation,  and  a  ddo^  of 
charges  against  Jndge  White,  under  the  frank  of  the  yn-*- 
idcnt,  were  sent  to  all  the  members  of  the  legislatures  ul 
Tenne^aeo  and  Alabama.'     In  a  letter  intended  to  juttitr 
this  unesampled  descent  from  bis  elevated  pofiitiou  to 
part  personiUly  in  political  fist-fights,  he  declared  it  to  bo  hi 
duty  aa  tlie  guardian  of  the  couetitution  to  eQlighl«n  ibtj 
people  on  the  unconatittitioual  encroaclunenta  of  the  Mnnlti.] 
Tlio  utlackft  on  Juilgu  White  ho  did  not  expressly  nilvr  lii. 
Ud  did  not  dare,  or  did  not  think  it  worth  tJio  trouble,  h> 
«ay  that  they  were  accidentally  to  be  found  in  the  eatne  num- 
ber of  the  adintDietratian  organ.     If  itircronot  precisely  hi! 
dnty,  it  wii«  at  least  bis  un(|uestionablo  right  lo  bring  &U 
"uficful'*  documonts  or  papers  before  tlie  people  at  the  ex 
pense  of  the  conntry.*    But  In  Jackson's  eyes,  White 

the  wbold  value  of  his  admiuutmtioii  woold  be  lo*t  nalem  Mr.  ^ob  Bon 
-wna  elected  to  can;  out  ha  luiSnbhed  ineaiurea.'  '*  Speech  ci  laif 
Whito  at  Knorrille,  August  I,  1833.    KUm,  LV,  p.  a 

'  Ibid.,  XLTX,  ]ip.  m.  2tM.  335;  aoe  obo  pp.  S&  and  92. 

*  "  By  mj  oitth  of  oBicc,  I  am  not  only  bowii]  to  ntppoK  the  oemtitaliilB 
at  tlie  United  State*,  but  to  tpmrd,  protect,  uni  drinu\  it  lo  tlie  \r^i  of  xsj 
abilitiee.  .  .  .  Thus  aasiiiled  (by  tlic  ivwlatiorui  of  tlio  MMiale  of  Dk 
Sethof  Harcli.  18:t4J,hoa>  vras  1  to  guard,  protflot  aud  deJend  mjr  conriilti- 
ttoaal  rigbtf,  bat  bj  oukuiK  known  to  tbc  people  how  and  "wbpmn  tinj 
liave  boon  naW«d?  If  thii  wne  the  enly  niodo  within  my  nwdi,  and  I 
am  Acquobted  with  no  other,  it  is  uaniiert  that  tbo  ciRolaiion  of  Od- 
BenLoa'a  specdkce  «u  not  ooljr  proper  in  itseU.  but  «ras  deaiadded  bj  bit 
poblio  dnty  to  the  oountiy.  .  .  .  But,  ind«peiuletiUj  wf  tlw  »p«(i*l 
nattu  wfaidi  eiiatod  in  tfaii  coie,  I  bold  myself  lu  dolhfd  lesall;'  vWb  lb" 
prinloge  of  drculntiDK-,  und<7  lay  frank,  our  docsinenti  or  papcn  «hieb  t 
dMm  SMtnl  to  the  eoanliy,  or  which  are  Afo'igneA  ta  bmuih  expoattlou  ol 
the  peblic  qoeetioitt  whkh  gi«*r  out  of  the  li»(tulaU«  or  ettKOh'n  jn- 
«eedingi  of  thn  (hj."  A.  Jadaon  to  A.  0,  P.  KidiolBan,  December  I3i 
ItS&i  il-id.,  XLIX,  p.  -SK. 
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become  guilty  of  the  siu  ogainst  the  political  holy  epirit. 
Hci,  long  ttie  friend  and  ooufidaDt  of  the  general,  to  whom  a 
■c&E  in  the  cahinet  had  been  tendered  repeatedly  and  urgently, 
wae  not  only  an  opponent  of  the  expnoging  re-solotion  —  ho 
not  only  bad  all  kinds  of  censure  for  the  "  reforms  '*  in  rela- 
tion to  tlie  administration  of  guverument  patronage  —  he 
was  not  only  an  opponent  of  Van  Buron,  but  ho  us&ailed  the 
dogma  of  nlitfoliito  party  discipline,  and  aet  himself  up  aa 
the  presidential  candidateof  the  dissatisfied  within  the  party. 
It  waa  certainly  edifying  to  the  country  to  liava  tiieae  mon- 
atrositicti  exliiliitcd  in  all  their  nakcdne&s  )uid  the  hand  of 
the  ppesidcnt  of  tlie  United  States  waa  not  too  good  to  tear 
the  mask  front  the  face  of  tlio  beast  whusc  iminu  had  long 
been  coanted  among  the  be«t  in  the  country.  Stupidity  or 
party  animosity  aluue  could  eee  anything  blnmuwortliy 
or  dangerous  in  the  endeavor  to  employ  the  immense  power 
of  th«  presidency  in  the  interest  of  party.  It  was  a  vexa- 
tiooi  thing  to  see  that  many  old  friends  ami  admirers  of  the 
general  agreed  in  tlila  with  the  oppoiiitioii,  ami  tliut  they  ex- 
preseed  their  views  on  the  eubjectopcrily.'  It  was  still  more 
rexationa  that  Oic  If^ittlature  of  his  own  state  should  ha\'a 
answered  the  instructions  conveyed  in  this  manner  by  the 
onaoitnone  reelection  of  White  to  the  seoute,  and  that  Tun- 
□eeaee  should  have  expressed  ita  cmphatio  agreement  with 
the  senate,  by  giving  ita  vote  for  the  presitkncy  to  White. 
It  tlieac  desertions  were,  after  all,  only  isolated  cases.    Tha 

ling  jjoliticiaiut  followed  even  a  hint  from  Jackaon  with 
as  much  obedience  as  a  eta£F  of  officers  the  word  of  command 
of  their  geneml,  and  the  maBBescried  hurrah  as  vociferously, 
u  readily  and  as  thoughtloealy  aa  ever  did  a  IlussiiLn  regi- 

It  of  the  line.    Jackson,  in  a  letter,  gave  his  higlieat 
'unction  to  tlie  project  hatched  in  the  kitchen  cabinet  of  a 

'  Sea  Uie  aittinff  letter  of  J.  W.  Womack.  ol  Alabama;  ibid,,  pp.  29i, 
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national  nominating  convention;'  party  inncliineiy  allowed 
only  trading  j>oUtieiai)s  to  come  to  the  surface  in  the  elee- 
tlons  for  delt^tee;  tho  convontioa  noanimotiily  elioBe  Van 
Bureii  for  ite  ntanderd  bearer;  *  the  masses  fongbt  llic  battie 
of  the  election  witli  energy  and  fidelity  to  conviclion,  for 
the  new  party  eliief  of  wliom  tlioy  knew  nothing,  and  who 
had  never  liccn  popular ;  *  and  tho  United  Stittes  had  obtoiood 
the  first  president  of  wliom  lliey  knew  noither  why  nor  bow 
be  bad  become  president. 

Van  Bnreii  and  his  adlierentB  ooald  not  aay  eningb  in 
praiee  of  tbe  diserotion  and  modesty  witJi  whioh  be  bad  kept 
himself  back  and  refiii«<I  to  obtain  votes  for  himself  by  even 


I 


' "  Tou  arc  »t  liberty  to  aay,  on  all  oeea^onx,  that,  r«sardinii  tli«  peopbt 
H  Ihn  true  sonrco  of  political  pow«r,  I  am  alvajs  readjr  to  bow  to  tbar 
will  and  to  their  jmJsrmttit;  Uiibt.  discoidioff  oil  pcnoutl  preferenon.  J 
cODEider  tite  tnia  policy  of  the  ineadt  of  tepablican  prinetpln  to  ■«l4<llJ^- 
gafceHi-fresli  from  Uio  people,  to  n  genoml  ronnnitioiL,  for  the  pinpoKtl 
•decttng  candi&teB  tae  the  presidsni^  sad  viM-preBideiiOT ;  aad  that  t» 
faopeach  tliM  'flection  before  it  is  made,  as  an  amaaation  of  cxeculm 
power.  U  to  anail  tho  virtiie  ol  the  people,  and.  in  eftvCt,  to  oppOM  their 
right  to  govcn."  A.  JiickHs  to  Bcr.  J.  Qvio.  Pebraur  23. 1S3S;  HL, 
XLVIII.  p.8L 

»Ibid.,p.257.  OfloerslTh.  rioBmoy,  olG<)cngta,writ«:  "Ideete»ft 
to  be  my  opinion  that  the  ttace  plajred  off,  on  that  oocMion.  m  ao  innk 
apon  the  good  mum  of  the  American  people."    Ibid.,  p.  81. 

'  Browtwoa'a  [dcmocmtic) "  Boabaa  Qiiaited]r  Rovicv  "  wcoto  in  Jaatiai;. 
1841  (pp  70,  71):  "  hit.  Van  Huron  has  boon  defealixl;  bat  be  Is  naeh 
ieAKt  to  the  Aueiican  people  than  h«  waa  when  elMt«d  preddcnt  Ut 
hiu  failed  in  bin  nSettMo,  not,  bnamo  be  hai  lost  in  populnnty.  bat  be- 
eauap  bo  tmrrar  wai  the  chtMOQ  of  the  Amsrican  people.  Tbe  pfsiptei  M*tf 
wQled  Ina  dcraiioo  U>  the  prendenttal  clioir.  He  wa«  cleratMl  to  th«l 
ehair.  not  by  bis  own  popularity,  but  by  tiw  popularity  of  his  tumlmaili. 
Mtd  by  the  niaoagemeat  of  poHy  leaden.  Sinoo  be  h«c«iiw  prMUeatk  h* 
Ins  for  Uie  first  tnne  in  hii  lifo  gHiaed  a  phoe  ia  the  affiMtiana  t€  tfct 
'Ameitcaa  people,  and  he  tetiinM  boat  the  praudeacy  with  aa  cnvialile  pap- 
olority  nnA  an  honest  immv  which  will  nidniv. "  We  abidl  too  how  fmr  Bh 
BiOVL'd  ProwMOa  wat  lata  from  BUowtn(  the  aoMrtlona  of  Itiia  UuAmar 
Ibdo*  to  be  trae. 
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iroTd.  Tliere  was  no  iiecti  of  liift  doing  ao.  The  luadiin- 
of  the  party,  unoe  it  was  put  rightly  in  motion,  and  his 
"great  protector,  took  CAre  of  the  businoRs  alone.  Van  Burcn 
had  calculated  correctly,  and  eatirely  so,  when  he  thought 
that  he  could  best  8en"e  his  ovrii  cause  by  withdrawing  tem- 
porarily in  1881  from  all  promitjent  or  direct  participation 
In  party  politics.  The  vice-presidency  was  niucli  bolter 
adapted  to  enable  him  to  pur»uc  this  course  than  tiie  minia* 
terial  jwailion  in  Ijondon.  Ilia  seclusion  Ju  tlie  presidency 
ot  tlie  senate  was  niiturally  much  more  nellocablf,  and  yet 
■It  did  not  compel  htm  to  take  an  active  part  In  the  con- 
troTorsies  on  the  fjucstioiia  of  tlio  day.  This  was  not,  in- 
daed,  entirely  bo.  Accident,  as  well  as  the  ill  will  of  his 
opponents,  might  compel  him  to  show  his  true  colurs,  and 
w»8,  in  fact,  forced  to  do  this  on  the  most  important 
ntstion  of  all.  Calhoun's  bill  rolatiog  to  seditions  publi- 
tlanii  afforded  ati  excellent  opportunity  to  di.4Cover,  from 
leir  own  confessions,  the  attitude  of  the  northern  SGnatora 
the  slavery  question.  Calhoun  received  Van  Bu  ren's 
mfcsMon  on  tliis  point  by  so  arranging  it  that  there  was  an 
ual  number  of  votes  on  the  question  whether  the  bill 
oald  be  engrossed.  He  impatiently  called  for  the  vice- 
resident,  'who  was  not  at  the  moment  in  hie  place,  bat  who 
nmeilimcly  responded  to  the  call,  and  without  any  hesita- 
tion voted  his  decisive  aye.' 

Tbo  tett  was  scarcely  nccNiary.    Van  Bnreu  had  already 

taken  care  to  have  the  south  know  that  it  might  expect  the 

t  from  him.    In  a  letter  of  the  10th  of  September,  1835, 

!ed  for  publication,  he  did  not  confine  himself  to  aiisiir- 

tn  general  terms,  bnt  he  called  special  attention  to  the 

that  he  entirely  appro^-cd  tlic  severe  resolutioafl  of  a 

ilDeeting  held  ia  Albany,  against  the  abolitiouists,  and  that 

WW  one  of  those  who  had  advisLnl  Uie  calling  of  the  meet- 

'  Thii^  T«u«*  View.  I,  p.  M7. 
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iag  in  tlie  first  instance.*  But  the  south  oonld  not  be  eaeil; 
ratisSod  in  this  matter.  Moreover,  there  camo  from  Nortli 
Carolioa  to  Vaa  Burca  the  direct  ([uestiua:  what  he  thuugbt 
of  the  powers  of  oonRreas  in  relatioo  to  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
triet  of  Cohiinbia.  Ilis  answer  proved  that  he,  to  tbe  foUest 
extent,  dcscrvctl  the  name  of  "a  nortiiern  man  with  eontfaeni 
princi[>Ie«."  Wliat  he  said,  man;  of  tlie  moBb  estimable 
people  ill  the  nortli  hcllevol  witli  hitn;  but  tlio  manner  in 
which  he  said  it  justified  everj  word  of  Adams*  jndgment, 
that  hifl  "principles"  were  **all  subordinate  to  Itis  ambi- 
tion."* He  Uiiis  begins  to  state  his  position  on  tlie  slavery 
qnestion  in  general,  lie  was  not,  indeed,  qnestioncd  ou  this 
point,  but  his  re^pon»c  was  a  eugar-ooatiug  to  tliat  whieli 
oonld  not  be  acceptable  to  the  interrogators  in  the  real 
answer;  for  to  satisfy  tboai  eutirely  was  more  than  be  ooald 
do.  He  acknowledges  that  be  canilot  i^ioi-c  tlio  constitu- 
tional ])owera  of  coiigresa,  but  he  bends  even  to  tbe  earth 
with  sorrow  becanse  he  cannot.  He  hastens  to  give  a&sor- 
anee  that  hie  duftire  to  be  able  to  give  another  interpretatioa 
to  tlie  clau^  oi  the  constitudon  may  yet  be  fulfilled.  And 
relying  on  ibis  bu])e  the  sonth  could  certainly  venture  it 
with  him,  since  he  wn»  fortunate  enough  to  be  aoqoaialed 
with  other  reasons  which  wore  just  as  forcible  ns  the  wont 
of  constitutional   power.    He  tliereforo  gave  bia  soletna 

'  Niles.  XLIX,  p.  93.  In  tbe  rcooluUvu  we  lUul,  lunoiur  »th<T  tfaiiigi. 
tba  (dUowing:  "  That  vhllat  tliey  would  maintain  iuviolala  Ibo  libcrljr  ct 
•peeoh  and  tho  (i«odotn  «f  tbe  pre«B.  they  tontidered  diacwidouc  wUd, 
fron  Uieir  n&tuiw,  t^nd  to  inflcime  the  public  nibd  and  pot  in  jeopaidy  Ibt 
fires  and  pwipwrtj  of  th^  fellow  dUiena.  at  war  with  erviy  rul«  of  nonl 
duty,  am)  em7-  taggeriaoa  of  hamaBUj,  and  troold  be  oomtnuaed.  bxb»- 
ow,  to  ngnnl  thou  -wlvx  with  a  fnll  kaowledga  of  th«ic  peniiiaoas  tand- 
taty,  pdnrt  in  tatrjiag  thcoi,  at  diflojral  to  tbu  n&ioa." 

* "  nil  iiritidptca  an?  all  mbonlinute  to  lii«  amtiition,  and  be  will  ahnji 
W  of  that  doctrine  upon  whicli  hft  aball  im  bU  vrn;  cl«ar  to  nn."  Um. 
ofJ.q.  Adan».nil.p.  129. 
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•wnranoe  thnt  any  attempt  on  tlte  part  of  congress  to  ex- 
ercise thi^  its  oonstitiitiona!  i)Ower,  would  find  in  him  **an 
inflexible  and  uncompromising  opiwiietit.'" 

The  south  profoBBod.  to  be  satisfied  with  tliis  declaration^ 
bat  the  uorth  had  rmsjivcd  a  new  proof  that  it  was  governed, 
not  by  tlie  black  «lavt8  of  tlie  wttitli,  but  hy  it«  own  white 
■laves.  Ileacefortb,  to  the  ext«ut  that  it  de^wjided  on  the 
Bouth,  no  une  could  Ijecorne  president  of  the  ITnionj  uulesi 
he  hud  firit  p«rmittc<l  himself  to  he  bonnd  hand  and  foot  eo 
far  as  tlie  slavery  qn&*tion  went  The  incnbna  of  "tho 
wishes  of  the  slave-holdiiig  states,"  from  thisi  time  forward, 
weighed  on  the  constitution  like  a  monntaln.  Jackson  had 
l'^>eatedly  aiHl  grossly  violated  tlie  spirit  of  tlio  constitution, 
bnt  ba  wa&  always  honestly  convinced  tliat  he  wh«  doing 
nothing  bat  restoring  its  absolute  sovereignty.  Van  Bnren 
DOW  recommendwl  liimself  to  tlie  country  by  the  aesuranca 
tliAt  he  would  use  the  power  granted  htm  to  maintain  and 
enforce  tlte  cnnslitutiou,  to  make  that  euiistitution  a  dead 
letter  in  a  question  of  tho  highoj^t  importance.  This  was  the 
meaning  of  tlie  declaration  that  he  would,  under  all  circum- 
staooes,  oppose  the  exeraise  of  a  right  which,  in  his  own 

'  "  Afl  aiubous  aa  you  can  possibl/  be,  to  ureei  all  iif^ituUon  upon  this 
diitaizbiiiff  sDbjcct,  I  ham  consideml  Hm  question  jrou  have  propoocded  to 
mo,  with  a  nnoeK  doure  to  tarn  lA  the  concluaioQ  that  the  Kubji-ct.  ia 
nqiectlntlie  Kstdct of  Coliimlna,caa beau/el/ pUcxdou  the  muuic Kroand 
on  which  it  ftduidi  ia  rog«d  to  the  aUi«e,  m.:  the  want  of  couttitutionid 
pOTO  in  cunKTCM  to  inl^rferti  in  the  matter.  I  i>w«  it,  honvrer,  to  candor, 
to  ny  to  yoa,  that  I  bars  not  Ih^cti  alilo  to  sutitfy  myaelf  th:it  tlie  grant  to 
omjcmB,  io  tbo  cooititutio'n,  of  the  powtT  of '  cxdmiTe  Icgulatiou  in  nil 
cuts  whatioercr '  ovei  the  fcdcnJ  dukici .  dou  not  confer  on  thai  'udj  tha 
HIB0  authontr  over  tha  Bul4)«ct  that  would  othonriM  have  b««D  poMCMcd 
bf  (be  alatM  d  Maijlaad  aod  Tiigina,  or  that  coagraM  might  not,  ia 
otitna  thpRof,  taka  «ucb  uteji*  upon  tlio  sutfj«ct  ia  tfaii  dirtnct,  oi  tho80 
iWn  miirht  tbesuelTa  take  within  their  own  limits,  and  connatcntljr  with 
tluir  right!  of  ■ovcre-gfilp. 

"Tbiu  viewin^t  tiM  aiaUer,  I  would  not,  fioai  the  lights  now  bofaca  a^ 
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opinHon,  was  ineontestablj  grantpd  by  the  conetitation  fa) 
congreafL  But  if  tliepresident  wore  jn«tificd  in  thus  virtnalty 
correcting  the  constitution  in  one  inetancc,  vhy  not  to  all 
otlieral  The  tvo  rivals,  Calhonn  and  Yaa  Buren,  Uie  Ifitder 
of  the  oxtrciiio  elavocmcy  and  tlie  leader  of  tlio  professional 
politicians  of  ttie  northera  states,  here  met;  hand  in  Imod 
th^  entered  tbo  eornce  of  tlie  slave-liolding  intereete,  pna^ 
ing  over  formal  riglit  to  the  ground  of  iiakwl  fact*.  AaJ 
the  majority  of  the  people  aoquieeoed  in  their  aotioB  by 
electing  Van  Buren  president 

"  Politlcnl  manaj^'enient " '  wae  in  a  condition  to  pUce  V«n 
Bnren  in  the  White  House,  but  to  make  liis  bed  there  one  U 
down  it  could  not  do.  Fate  seemed  only  to  hnvo  waited  ftir 
the  moment  of  higtrinmph  with  the  long  impending  eommer. 
oialcmsh.  His  opponents  [lid  theii'bttst  tomalcc  cnjtitalontof 
this  adventitioiitt  ciruumiitauce.  The  whole  blame  was  cast 
on  J)LckBon*K  wild,  lawless  treatment  of  tlie  most  diflicultand 
deliciLte  economic  problems,  and  Van  Buren  whh,  in  this  tc- 
Bpect,  treated  as  Jackson's  (i2^«ri»7o;  and  itiis,  for  two  reasons: 
because  he  cndeavorod  to  tiirnittoadrBntngcthiiibohadbeen 
ehosen  siiooeesor  by  his  prodeceesor,  and  that  he  wished  to 
■erve  ob  an  **  Instrument"  to  «arry  out  tlie  policy  of  tho  1st- 

fed  niTKlf  «1b  in  pnnounditK  Uiat  wiigiwi  don  not  pomua  Ifae  pswr 
of  int«ifieriasv{th.oraJMlUhing.BUreiylii  tlielHclnctof  OohuBtna.  Bat 
wfaikt  tacb  an  my  pmnnt  uDprecMoa*  npos  tbc  nljctract  quostioa  at  lb» 
IflgKl  powiT uf  concKM — impreMiooB  wfakit  I  shall  b1  all  liinM  bsDotcnl; 
mdy.  bat  dtfpMnl,  to  nrrender  upon  oani-iction  of  enor —  I  do  not  ban- 
iaie  to  give  it  to  jon  ts  my  ddtbetate  uad  well  ouMdeied  oyuiion.  Ha* 
tticn  are  otqeetigna  to  thfi  txorcjMf  of  llii«  poww,  againtt  tha  wiilua  of  lb« 
■tovdiolilins  itatw,  n  kinpenilJTe  inliieirnataioBiidoUiipriiaiks  in  ntiru- 
iKfiaff  III*  omKlaet  of  public  men,  tu  tlie  nott  palpalilfi  want  of  ouutitD- 
ti(Miaipow«rw<xddb«.  .  .  .  I  ncwtgoiBtotlH  praaideatial  diairlht 
inflflxUilB  aad  uiooiiiproiiiiuDir  oppoDcnt  of  a&i'  attempt  on  tho  paK  cS 
WUfttiM  to  abolwh  nlkriuy  in  the  Uistiiet  «f  Columbia,  acainrt  Um 
of  the  KUTG-bolding-  stolw."  Niles.  L.  pp.  126.  127. 
•Tha  "DnioeratieKsvim,"  Julj.IiM,  p.  4. 
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wr.  With  tlie  prpsidenoy,  Van  Biiren  had,  in  the  eves  nf 
(be  people,  inheritod  aleo  the  reiipoDBibUitj  of  JacksoD'a 
policjr. 

It  15  nnqiiestiooable  that  Jackson's  inconsiilerAte  inter- 
tDeddling  with  economic  interesbi  li«d  ctrntribiited  luach  to 
bring  OD  the  crisis  of  IS37.  Butns  thecaU«trophe  t-xteiided 
fir  Iiejrond  the  limtU  of  the  United  States,  its  caueee  were 
not  to  be  iwaght  for  there  alone.  And  in  eo  far  as  they  wore 
to  be  found  there,  the  whole  jjeujilo  shared  l]ie  blame.' 

The  great  growth  of  it«  industries  through  the  development 
i>f  ita  machinery-  Byptem  during  the  pimt  thirty  years  of  this 
ceattiry,  was  ooincident  in  Englami  with  a  series  of  good 
liarveata  and  a  very  large  extvtiftion  of  its  tmnking  bnsinegs. 
Food  was  cheap,  while  the  price  of  industriaj  products  and 
tiia  demand  for  raw  material  rose,  and  the  facility  of  obtain- 
ing credit  opened  a  boundless  tiehl  to  Hpecnlation.     A  real 
(Jelujje  of  English  capital  overflowed  tUu  wliole  earth.     Tlie 
United  States,  c!&peclally,  were  prefernMl.     Here  the  rcadi- 
oeas  of  capitaiista  waa  met  by  the  most  energetic  and  most 
ttogniue  spirit  of  vntcrpri»e,  and  the  uatural  wealth  of  the 
teuatiy  which  wad  to  be  uulockcd  was  unlimited.    Neither 
borrowers  nor  lenders  gave  any  thought  to  the  fact  that  the 
femnoerative  development  of  this  national  wealth  liad  its 
frmita  in  tlie  pu«fiibility  of  turning  it  to  account,  i.  a.,  in  the 
^vnnta  for  the  time  being  of  the  home  and  of  die  foreign 
market.     Not  only  individuals  leaped  e-xultirgly  into  the 
whirlpool  of  speculation,  but  the  atatca  tJiornBolvoa  led  tho 
duee'  io  the  bnilding  of  railroads  and  tlie  starting  of  all 

*'nn  bet  H  to-day  anmmUr  Rcogniwd.  but  at  iint  thciv  were  oiil;^ 

*«7  Inr  tBditidaab  who  ooncoded  it>  tuxl  poiubid  out  Uiat  tlic  i-t>ci>snitiuit 

at  ii  VH  a  coadhiao  precedent  cf  adimtiK?;  fur  Ui«  l>6U«r.    Sec,  toz  in- 

riaaee,  tho  letter  of  J,  A.  nonailloa  to  N.  Biddlc,  Nila,  Ul,  pp.  SI2-31S. 

'Innfemuato  thanUrooda.  W.  Q.SamnerMjiii   "  Railn>.ul Imilding 

wnaiaaglgeet  of  nnbealtbjr  ■peculation,  and  the  ciins  did  aoUiw  it  ap< 

E>B^  ilopiiA  tUiiiAtnnl  derelopment  in  thii  i««poct,  bat  nUbor  che«kcd 
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Other  kinds  of  *'  iuternal  iinprovoinents."  Like  nuishroomfi 
after  a  rainy  niglit,  bnnks  epronted  ap  oat  of  tbe  groand. 
They  i!caruoIy  required  any  otlier  security  now  for  tlio  giving 
«f  credit,  ihaa  tlie  aasnrance  tliat  the  money  )oaned  vrould 
be  invo^lod  in  a  ^pocnlation  of  Bomo  kind. 

Tlie  luxtmnnt  growth  of  tlie  bank  bnatness,  which  was  eti- 
tiroly  oat  of  proportion  to  the  real  wants  of  the  ooontry,  tai 
the  resulting  competition  of  tlie  givers  of  a  credit  which  wu 
based  in  groat  port  only  on  tivtitiouB  values, roooivud  a  far 
and  a  powerfal  impnUo  from  Jackson's  saooeasful  war : 
tbe  United  States  bank.  A  Large  number  of  siuall  banlu 
were  calltrd  iuto  being  by  reason  of  tbe  withdrawal  of  ttie 
Uuitwl  estates  deposits  from  the  former.  Only  the  most 
rigid  fulfilluieoc  of  tbe  obligatioa  to  redeem  their  notes  on 
prwentation  in  cash  tuoney,  ooold  have  afforded  sutBcieat 
Mcority  that  theee  small.  Artificial  creations  would  oot  be 
moet  wretchedly  administered  and  nti&maniged.  Tbe  ad- 
nSnUtration  had  negleeted  to  proride  for  thi^  but,  oo  the 
olfaor  baod,  it  had  espreasly  ooonsded  the  banks  of  df 
to  «M  the  uoMrr  of  the  gorennMot  to  stimtdatc  be 
and  ospeeial^  fordgn  tnde.*    Ihe  amount  of  these 


,  wllhual  ft,  n^t  have  PM  "i  ta 

Oiyia^Hj  9t  tto  iniiliii»  atttS^ 
*b«  b  *•  fetf.  Ifeal  *^^  lbs  ftar  }«M  en*  the  oh^  19MSU, 
twe  B^MiMa«  »^  fl  i  1    l.wtfB^ii^lhifaaryiipwfiBw. 
Ui"!  wA»  ^1  bMk  teat    A  HktaT  rf  AvKtea  Omw.  pp.  UV 

Its. 

<UtkrT»WKTab«ht<ia«^Hitera^Uai«*»l:    -Theif 
irODte  6t  pMt»  wy  wM  —Mi  lea  to  iftrt  lan>i  >  I  fai^ldMitt 

■il*—  at  Hw  ■■J—fc  iw«!i<ii  » tiwiia  fei^«ii  bat  wmbmHi 
MMJ^j^g^h*  |Mifai>i«lteiin',  I  I  Mil  t  I-  II  rtikJhifci 
|«Mto  At|«««ta  will  «Mkk  T^m  «a«t>rwaM  •»  gnabvfcttMv  Avaslt 
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WAS  large  enongh  to  net  as  bh  otninona  stimulant  on  the 
already  feverish  dieposltioa  towards  epcculation.  Tbey 
wean,  on  the  1st  of  Janaarr,  1S31,  $Ii,702,{K>5,  and  kept 
falling  to  the  SlBt  of  December,  when  tbey  were  ^8,605,- 
981,^  and  od  the  Slst  of  ^arch,  1S36,  the  government 
bad  931,SOS,155  outetauding,  diridcd  among  forty  banks.' 
Hie  nggr^te  nmuber  of  banks  hod  increoted  during  tlio 
last  seven  ^'oars  from  330  to  634,  and  their  capital  h^d 
jn«t  dcnblcd  ($145,000,000  and  $a(H),700,000),  while  the 
amount  of  their  advances  had  alinoet  trebled  ($200,400»- 
000  and  S535, 100,000);  their  cush  stores,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  incroaacd  only  from  833400,000  to  187,900.000;*  and 

tbe  ftdrainirttation  with  thia,  he  had  forgotten  what  be  laid  in  183$.  In  & 
■peech  at  tfac  Slit  of  Hnj,  16S6.  h<;  oQtnplaiiu :  "  [  am  of  opiniDEi  (bv,i 
the  Ent  ilep  i>  to  iiuneose  their  [the  depout  baolai]  nuiiibcini.  At  pruert, 
tbnr  soinber,  apccioUj  in  tbo  larae  dUea,  ii  too  iimiil],  Thvj  have  too 
large  mtm  io  deposit,  in  proportjon  to  thetr  capital  and  their  legai  limits 
cf  discooot  By  this  meana,  tho  public  monojr  u  locked  up.  It  in  facuurdcd. 
It  ia  tritbdnvn,  to  a  oonndmible  i-xbcnt,  from  the  gcnenil  man  of  rom- 
merdol  ineaiu,  and  in  loffcred  to  aoeanulate,  with  no  powiblo  boaeSt  t» 
gOTenmenit  and  with  icre^t  Inoonveiiii^nco  luid  injury  to  tho  {rcncnJ  biui- 
mm  of  the  couoti;.  On  this  point  there  aeeuu  Utile  divernty  ot  opinion. 
Afl  B|ipear  to  Mgne  that  the  number  of  depoiiil  bunln  shonld  be  to  far  io- 
MBMcd  tiui  eadi  nar  rcsard  that  portion  of  tho  pnblic  treamie  which  H 
SUjr  rvcdre  m  an  iDaeuw  of  Ita  elFecUve  depMite,  to  be  used,  like  othar 
noiMT*  in  dopoit,  aa  a  baaia  of  diacmnt,  to  a  just  and  proper  extent" 

Woib.  IV.  p.  2sa 

'Cftlb.'aWwHT,  p.  IM. 

•  Report  of  Woodbury,  neoefary  of  tho  tn-asoiy.  April  18»  1936,  Nilee,  L, 
p,lS8.  Aeoocding  to  the  lr»iaurpr'ii  report  of  August  2i*.  IKIT.  thatiK.thrM 
and  one-half  montha  after  the  owh,  tho  depoaiti  amounted  to  |13. 255,916, 
ea  which  drafts  to  Um  amount  of  ♦3,877.458  were  already  drawn,  but 
Doipaid.  This aBBi  WM  divided  among^^hankn,  of  which  d^riMnl  hiv)  lou 
than  tlOO,  and  one  onir  t'20,    IHd.  LIIT,  p.  Sfi. 

''n]«ae  muBh^n  are  takAti  from  W.  O.  Sumner.  A  Hiatoiy  of  AtoGricHn 
CamaCT.  p.  12^.  who  in  tarn  took  them  Cram  Condj  Ragnet't  Oarren^ 
aad  Banking.  I  havn  not  been  able  to  procure  thia  Utt^  book,  aad  I  oan* 
UienbR  lar  wfaetfaer  Ra((Uot  obtained  the  mimb^'n  fion  offidil 


176  JiCKSOx's  jumixEOTKA-nosr  —  jlnmkiatiojt  or  TEXAS. 


in  addiliou  to  all  tliU,  a  Foolish  experiment  ia  the  matter  of 
the  cnrreDcy,  which  produced  a  ooinplctc  roroIutioD  in  hud 
rnoncj,  foiiod  favor  in  1831.  Such  was  the  old  sUuidatd 
that  it  caasod  tho  gold  to  htavo  the  coaotrj  u  fmt  nit  it  waa 
coined  at  the  mioL'  Oa  the  S9tb  of  ^uob.  1834.  Benton 
made  a  motion  in  the  aeo&ta  for  the  appointnwt  of  a  com- 
tnittee  to  dieoovor  -what  changes  it  was  neeaBaarj  to  mal;e  in 
the  exifting  ^14  etandard  in  order  to  ratnovo  this  evil' 
The  proposition  met  with  great  favor,  and  it  waa  refiolved 
bj  both  boneoe,  and  by  a  large  majority,  to  change  tlie  rate« 
between  the  T&lae$  of  gold  and  ailver  from  12:1  to  l<t:L. 
Altliough  it  wu  onivereally  oonoedod  that  tbl^  ratio  was  too 
large,  jet  the  bill,  with  thii  clauEO,  wa«  paa^  in  the  seoala 


I 


•otinea.  Tbe  aoeounti  to  vfaicli  I  have  bean  aUs  to  ban  acccH  Imm  eoik- 
twipwiij  aOQ-oficial  w)iiw>  ifapart  Umrtr&oin  them,  ani!  difiexcnatlr 
fcon  MU  aaothtt.  In  the  leU«r  of  J.  Hamlton  to  N.  Biddl«,  alE«a4j 
died,  ira  reail.  for  iaetanoe;  "  Acoocdin;  lo  the  cMisk aDthtatic  Tetunu  v« 
hare  wen  within  Uie  hist  sOTea  yean,  3a7  new  banks  ha**  been  eieatad 
in  the  United  Stotot.  bonda  14«  bcMK^iM,  which,  added  to  thoee  ivni- 
oiiiljiBeiMleBoe.iBadeatotilciflSTbaBki.  Thitprudoced  Koomvpond' 
iag  ancmntetaoo  ei  the  baakiBt  capital  of  tb«  oountcyof  9179,0(]O,400 
and  an  iaoeau  ia  the  arcaJatian  of  caper  meuty  auanntiiig  to  $l^,O00,- 
000."  SOm,  UI,  p.  31S.  The  rtatemanta  ia  Calhmn,  Worira,  III,  p. 
106;  and  WeUter,  WcdEi,IV,  p.  SBl.  are  too  ceoetal  to  hart  mot  nlM. 
In  ntaoBCfl  tD lb*  rataaof  gAA  and  uim  moaeir  to Ibc  bank  ootn,  Qd- 
boan,  iptfakuiB  oi  the  jmr  ISU,  my*;  "Tben  was  then  not  umri  ^ma 
oat  doUor  in  sprae,  on  an  avoagv,  in  tiia  bank*,  including  the  tTnitad 
Statnt  Bank  and  all,  for  ten  ot  fauik  notm  in  etRolalion,  and  not  toon 
tbanoMtaelenacotapandtotheUabOitieBor  Ibebufc*."  Worka.  III. 
pp,SU.i34.  AnpartoftbeetaetaiTofthetRieBirmakMthefoUowiof 
wbmfttc  f»  l>teerabiv,  1«96:  in  active  drcalatkB,  «38.0aO,0(W  m  boU  and 
«lv>-r.  and  ♦rX)^OOOi.<IOOtnbnakootee;  boidetwfaieh.  9l\000kO0O  in  nedi 
iuUtetbankB.    BtatMa-'aXao^  IT,  p.  1388. 

'■'  Of  an  the  gold  -n^uA  euno  in  and  wm  aaaei,  the  aHrrtair  i4  Ite 
tnemxT  mU.  1836.  that  not  owr  11,000,000  nniaraed  bi  the  eoantarla 

I8M,  end  of  thai  vaaU  amouLt  oatr  a  wiy  dinbotiv*  poetiai  WW  to  aetiw 
cnwiktinn"    W.  0.  Snwur.  L  c  p.  10& 
■OA.  atOaw*^  HI.  p.  908. 
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hf  thirty-fiTO  against  seven  votes,'  aiid  in  tlie  hon*e  of  rep- 
reeentatives  by  one  bimdred  am)  forty-five  againgl  tliirty-six.* 
^^On  tho  28tli  of  July  the  bill  received  the  president'fi  ftigna- 
^Ktnre,  uid  on  tlie  3Ut  of   Joly  the  law   went  into  rorc«.' 
^HTrom  this  moment  the  e>ilvcr  coins  diftappefiretl  as  rapid Ijr 
^*tom  circulation  as  the  gold  coins  bad  previously,  and  liTcry 
creditor  lost  2-^  per  ecnL  of  his  claims  against  his  debtor.* 
Tlie  compromiBe  tariff  of  1333  had  preceded  the  foolitli 
^experiment  with  tho  cnrrency;  and  its  provisifiiis,  confused 
ind  destitute  of  all  principle  as  tliey  were,  had  no  merit,  cx- 
pt  tliat  they  indefinitely  p(»tponed  the  solution  of  the 
j-rigJits  question.    The  "  horizontal  rate  "  of  tweuty  per 
iL  to  which  the  dntira  until  1842  were  to  be  kept  duwn,  left 
a  whole  series  of  specific  duties  untouched,  largeEy  inereaeod 
tiie  price  oE  eoino  important  articles,  an,  for  inotimcc,  of  clicap 
wooteu  stnfilii,  considerably  decreased  the  custom  receipts, 
vbilo  DO  other  aonrced  of  income  were  opened  to  the  guvcrn- 

Ptncnt,  and,  with  the  stability  of  the  duties,  took  away  the 
burner  stiruc  of  a  healthy  development  of  trade. 

The  coinpromiee  tariff  liad  not  yet  gone  into  force  when 
tbc  United  States  Mank  began  to  contract  its  giving  of  credit. 
The  witlidrawiU  of  the  dt-iwisits  served  ha  a.  pretext  for  tliifi. 
Tho  most  eseential,  Lf  not  the  only  reason,  was  evidently  tlie 
faoi>o  of  exerting  a  preesnre  on  congress  in  the  matter  of  ^o 
reacwal  of  the  cJiartcr.  Tlie  effect  of  this  sudden  change  of 
Its  politics  was  severe  enough.  It  followed  the  so-called 
bank  panic  of  1834.  Congress  was  fiuoded  with  roprusuntfu 
liona  and  complaints..  Tbu  debates  were  carried  ou  in  eucb 
a  tone  that  it  migbt  bare  been  inferred  that  the  wliola  fiitui'O 

'  IMn  p-  £15*  Ad  amudnieBt  ia  accoidaaM  with  whidi  thft  real  vaXaa 
niaHoa  wu  ia  be  ntaurtained  in  Hue  itaadatd  tUw,  IukI,  bovevDr.  received 
atlmt  &i  nXM  in  tha  houM. 

•But.  at  L.,IU  pp.  e»,l(». 

■  Vr.  0.  Somnei,  L  c,  p.  111. 
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itbe- 


of  the  comitry  was  in  jeopardy;  bat  the  prefiidcn 
■dminiBtration  party  became  firmer  in  tbcir  rceolv 
portion  as  the  attacks  of  the  opposition  grow  tnoro  violvit 
The  resolntion  of  the  bouse  of  representatiTos,  adopted  b;  • 
large  majority,  wbicb  ultimately  was  the  doatli  Bentenceot 
the  bank,  prodoood  another  rcvolntion  in  its  politics.  1m 
contraction  bad  finally  operated  as  a  stimalos  to  the  ootiTity 
of  the  Bmaller  banks,  and  now  that  ita  fiitc  was  seated^  it  be- 
gan to  follow  the  current  generated  at  Least  in  part  by  i 
and  against  its  wilL 

Thus  it  happened  that  what,  nnder  other  eircumstaoi 
would  have  operated  as  a  powerful  damper  on  the  spirit 
enterprise,  served,  by  reason  of  the  peculiar  amalgaroatloD  of 
hcterogenone  caaecs,  to  heighten  the  fever  of  apccnlntion.  It 
degenerated  into  a  gennine  epidemic,  which  raged  even  b 
tboee  strata  of  society  who&e  consen'utive  inertia  is  proTtr- 
bial.  Kvery  one  wished  to  grow  rich  in  a  uight,  and  it  vas 
a  matter  of  course,  that  to  boeomo  so,  all  that  was  needed 
was  to  engage  in  some  kind  of  a])ecnlation.  In  the  ooto- 
mercial  citiee,  it  ecemed  as  if  pieces  of  land  were  going  a 
become  as  corrent  as  bank  notes  or  coin.  Ko  one  paidt 
every  one  bought  to  sell  again  next  day  with  adrantage«  an4 
pricee  were  quoted  whicli  had  no  basis  in  real  valno&  la 
New  York,  the  asaesaors  had  estimated  the  city  real  estate  t: 
1832,  at  1104,043,406;  in  lft36,  it  was  appraised  by  the  ward 
asaosaors  at  $^31,258,964,  and  this  appraiaol  was  corrected 
by  the  city  aaseeeora  in  accordance  with  the  aelliug  prices 
last  quoted,  by  on  addition  of  f21,9'li>.227,  so  that  the  taics 
were  levied  on  a  valuation  of  $2&8,^Ul,li)l.>     The  risdiA 


■  mioa,  U,  y.  IflT.    Grencnar  (pm  t5l09,S00,990  u  U)»valaiittM  ft 
laxabta  propixtr  (Does  Prot«dJan  Protect?  p.  37).    Aococdins  lottw 
lalceti  from  the  "  New  York  Dailf  Adfo^att"  by  MDw,  tfaa  inanUt 
pcopttitr  wai  mUuaU-iI  Kt  %'i4,'KJfi8S,  so  Ikat  tbo  aggnsate  amoonl  «m 
i327,S6e,780. 
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Ifoljilc  nus  in  comparably  greftt«r.     There  the  real  eat&to  was 

liinhtcJ  in  1831, at $1 ,204,810, and  in  1837,  at $27.4S2,0C1. 

.'tor  thid  it  declined  steadily  for  ton  joart  nntil  the  itp- 
isal  in  lS4fl  was  only  «S,638>360.' 

Tliceo  two  cxampltt  ore  not  arbitrarily  choeen.  There 
tvere  deeper  causes  underlyiux  the immCQ»c  difference  in  the 
dogrcc  «f  the  excitement,  which  point  to  the  sorest  spot  in 
the  economic  life  of  the  United  States  during  the  in-^i  seven 
years.  Tlie  completion  of  the  Erie  conid,  in  the  year  1825, 
the  {^wth  of  steam  naivig&tion  on  the  inland  waters,'  and 
the  rapidly  growing  stream  of  emigmtion,  hud  cuneiderahly 

erra*cd  the  value  of  land  in  the  ever  r«oe<ling  "far west." 
e  price  of  public  lands  up  to  1$20  had  been  $2  an  acre. 


*Tbe  tonsago  of  the  iteomboats  on  (be  XT«abeni  riTcra  roeo,  is  tbo  yoan 
<I7.  tiom6%0&3  to  25:^^1.  Uixwrmor,  I.  c,  p.  »&.  In  u  repuriof 
the  eomnuttee  of  the  Koate  <m  tnuk  anti  Mumeroe,  of  Fcbnuur  9>  l&iS, 
I  find  the  JcUowing  iutenadns  data  oonoertiing  the  [Im^Iopment  o^^ip- 
lOf  OB  the  MiMonpiM,  Ujssouii  aad  Ohio:  "B^orethe  iatnidactidii  of 
■team  lUTigntion  (which  dftten  upon  the  wotnra  of  tho  MuRSBippi  aboBt 
1817).  the  trade  ot  Uie  upper  Uiuiwlppi  and  Uiasouri  nuiroi-ty  vsiHtMl,  and 
tlw  wlwla  upward  commeica  o£  Nuw  Orlenna  was  ooi)T«r«d  in  uWut  twcotjr 
horgea.  miTTUiir  each  aboot  oae  hundred  torn,  and  niaking  but  one  tiip  a 
jw;  Mthat  nachnangAtion  wat.in  thoAdda;*,  aboal  oqdvalent  to  what 
u  Eut  Indjaera  China  Tor^gu  now  ti.  On  Lhu  upprr  Ohio,  about  IM 
kMl  boat*  wen  employed,  each  ol  the  borden  of  about  :KI  tona.  and  ni&k- 
tne  UiB  top  to  and  fro.  of  nttaburar  and  LouiiviUc,  about  titiixi  times  a 
jear.  Tbe  ontin  tonnagn  of  the  boats  moi-ing  in  thu  Ohio  sLnd  lower  Mis* 
ppi  wa<  then  about  6,^'OD  tonii.  In  }$M,  thi>  tt^tun  nav^ataoD  of  the 
ippi  bad  raen  to  VXl  boobt,  aad  a  lonnaftc  of  39.000.  while  about 
,000  {«nonewno<^niut0dtobGonii>leiyed  in  the  trade,  either  ucr^m, 
WDod-cutt«n  or  loaden  id  tho  Teasola.  In  1^,  the  DayigatiaD 
foUowi:  Then  were  4A0  tteameni,  avimi^ng  encb  SDOtotu,  and 
ff  aa  aesTegate  loanoeoof  00,000;  to  that  it  bat  a  good  deal  more 
doubled  in  eight  yfn.  Valued  at  tSO  the  ton.  they  oott  above 
fT.ffiOiWO.  and  are  naTigiit>;d  bj  neatljr  16,000  peiaons,  at  thirty-flve  to 
isdi,  Ilflddei  these  iteamen,  there  an  aboxtt  4.000  Rat  boats,  n-hidb  coat 
mrh  9105,  ate  managed  by  Sta  hund*  iipteco  {ai  SO.OiH)  pmona),  and 
aninwl  axpcnae  of  Cl.38O.00O.    The  eAlimati^d  annual  expctw«  of 
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A  Inw  of  the  24th  of  April  of  that  year  pnt  it  down  tit  ^t  .25.' 
In  ISLS,  pnblie  lands  to  tbo  aniount,  in  round  nnmbora,  of 
$2,600,000.  were  eold,  and  in  1819,  to  th«  amoimt  of 
$8,370,000;  bnt  during  the  ten  following  yenrBi  tho  amoant 
of  roceipte  from  this  eoupce  remniniMl  l»eluw  t\<ra  millions, and 
in  183S  bnd  1SS4  it  did  not  reach  eroti  ouo  million.  Oim- 
mencing  with  1829-30,  wo  find  a  groat,  if  not  an  ontirclr 

tfaa  •tajm  naTiantion,  indadbir  16  per  oenL  for  itumnnue  and  20  perouiL 
tewnrandtuor,  ufl3,SlS,000-  If  in  ls:ll  theyeinpl«j^aii  aegnv>^ 
of  90,000  pecsoiw,  thej-  must  oocuf?  now  at  Iciut  190.000.  .  .  .  Bu^ 
at  tnvntf  (tripe)  eaoh  (atnunbofct),  and  auryiag  bimkiu  far  bejuid  thee 
mcrewhaeafOMoMntoE  tonnage,  tfadrcollMtiwuiiiiuilfruclit  would  In 
IjaOO.dOQ  taus,  to  wbicb,  if  that  of  4.000  flat  boats  (eocb  75  toii«)  tw  Milled. 
vo  hikvtt  a  total  fraight  for  the  cntiie  annual  nariguUoD  of  tlw  MiMMi[ipi 
of  ubout  3,000,000  of  bom.  .  .  .  The  dowuvranl  trade  may  tivu  he 
■taled  at  $130,000,000;  lit*  u|iward,  or  ntun  trad«  of  toetgn  Boadi,  tr 
oi  thow  broujibt  up  Ibe  river  bom  oUier  paiia  of  the  Union,  ia  ndooacit  it 
aboat  •100.000,000.  Tbiu  th«  antira  amount  of  oitniuodittta  ooiik7«1 
oftta  tii«  wutera  «[  Lh«  MiMiwippi  dwa  not,  upon  Uie  boA  eriuoatM,  bll 
•bud.  of  $2^,000.000  auniiaUr;  wlilcli  in  about  $30,000,000  leu  ii.ua  the 
entile  value  of  tlw  fimign  trukt  of  Iho  United  Statds,  exports  and  import*. 
in  ISf  1."  Kiloi.  LXIV,  p.  12(.  Of  the  oommooa  <n  the  gnai  tntericr 
Ukai.  an  almciat  uinuluaeoiu  report  [Februaty.  18t3>  «jb:  "  tn  ItSSA, 
tiio  Imit  vtvuiubottt appeared  off  thv  «1hir  where  CfakoBO  auw  la;  oaa  lown 
li  did  not  tbeu  exiat.  In  lt£t9,  a  nvular  liae  of  eight  spientlid  ateaium 
o(  tba  Urgiwt  clan  luul  beea  ettaUii!M.-d,  to  na  from  IloffUo  and  IMnit 
toObicatfo.  ...  In  lij41,  tiient  i»vro  iipon  UOce  Erie  and  the  upper 
lakea  more  Uian  fiftf  stoameo,  conutiucted  at  a  oast  of  between  iwo  and 
tbn«  millMKiB  o£  dolian.  .  ,  .  Uunns  Ute  aamo  year,  the  pcobaUa 
Hmomttof  capiuIinvettediasailveaBls,  ontlie«anieldce«,  woe  estinatMl 
at  $l,*.iM.(W,  and  their  eacniag*  at  tbc  »ame  eeoMD  on  <»tiniat4d  it 
$76O;0O0.  If  to  tbcM  eacnincs  tfanebeacUed  $160,000  for  freisht  uit 
toll  apo&  United  Statea  products,  passed  dating  the  same  year  tkroagli 
tke'WeUaaifiaiiB),  it  will  b«  seea  that  the  pndoctcrf  Um  narigatiooMil 
oonmenial  ImmiBB.  uixm  Uiom  bkee  amonnti  axtnualty  to  Uie  larpi  mm 
nf91,7M,«00.  .  .  .  Of  the  actual  condition  of  c«aiawn»  of  U»  Ubi^ 
taaM  adequate  ocmception.  it  is  bcliaved,  can  be  (oimed.  The  saactoor  of 
«ta  ettiniates  its  aaaoal  volno  at  a  sum  exoeediag  tweatj-frv*  miOwi 
i/Han."  niid.,pp.  12&,  126. 
■  StaL  at  U.  111.  p.  AGS. 
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rise.  In  1834,  nearljr  £^,000,000  worth  arus  sold; 
now  sjKculatiun  in  public  Uiidd  began  to  m^.  Jnckson 
,  iu  Ilia  aoDuol  mceao^  of  December  4,  1833,  recom- 
uJual  coagnen,  as  soon  as  practicable,  uot  to  treat  tbem 
\y  louger  ne  a  source  of  iuoomc'  Spite  of  this,  however, 
in  his  message  of  December  %  1&S5,  tboQgbt  well  to  con- 
utiiliito  tlu!  oouDtry  lieartU}',  and  without  an;  qualifjiiig 
remarkf  on  the  excellent  sale  of  the  public  lanils.  He  wa« 
IngBonotu  enough  lo  see  litill  in  tliis  onljr  a  pniot  of  the 
ipcrily  of  agriciiltiire.*  A  momeiirft  tliou^'ht  would  have 
iviitcod  him  that  an  increase  from  ^,$00,000  tu  $11,000,- 
I,  or  nitlicr  $14,700,000,"  witliin  one  .v«ir,  could  uot  cor- 
>portd  wilb  the  real  iraiit«  of  the  ouiiiitr/.  When,  i»  tbu 
lluwiiig  year,  the  proceeds  tnorenaed  to  $24,SOU,00O,*  his 

■  "  AmODf  the  eridenoe  of  th^  incr&uing  pmperify  of  tha  etntniiy,  act 
Iraat  Kntiiyiaa  t>  thab  uffunltftl  bjr  Ifae  reoeipti  horn  the  aalea  of  the 
Iflic  kndf,  wlucb  aniouut.  iii  Urn  ittesont  ytxr,  lo  U>o  uuexpectod  turn  ot 
millioni  ai  dolUis.  IliU  dnnimataiiue  utUsU  \}if  raptdity  sriUi 
agncoltnrt,  the  &rat  ftitd  mo^t  tui|)OTtant  occopation  of  nuui,  nd- 
vtmoea,  unci  oontnbubn  to  the-  wealth  and  power  of  onr  trxtondcd  teniUny. 
Bimg  stiJl  of  tbs  opiiiion  that  it  is  our  btit  pfllky,  im  fnr  u  wo  ran,  con- 
Bilratlr  wHb  the  obli^UiorH  uiidir  which  thoK  lands  were  oedt^d  lo  thit 
DniUil  SlatM,  to  pmmobi  their  sfnoAy  aiAllviuKal,  I  ht-g  Imiro  to  c»U  thu 
tUtatioi)  oE  the  i)[«Mat  o3uui4se  t4  Um  tuggtittioua  I  bavc  offcivd  rctpoct- 
mg  ft,  in  mj  (ormn'  iit««umVR."  Ilid..  IT,  p.  1007.  The  la«t  M-nteocs 
UggattM  thf  idea  tbot  about  thin  bmo  hs  pnt«rlAin^  Lh«  wiah  lo  givo  tUa 
a  still  inoffi  ponraiful  iinpetus  by  luwi,Tins  the  pilce  still  inor& 
riotemait  of  hia  teatant  tac  thu  tou  wbiiih  he  tixd  put  on  the  laad 
oo  the  ^  u(  Dcocmba.  1833,  vd  niul;  "  I  do  not  doubt  tlwt  it  is  the 
iiitrmi  (A  mch  and  nil  Urn  lUtt^  in  the  IhiKta,  aud  parttculiu-br  of 
nnr  ^Mm,  that  tbeao  lands  ihaU  be  reduced  aud  graduated."  IbiA., 
P.M3. 

*  Tbt  nact  fignrea  am  to  be  foand  in  Gioevonor,  p-  US,  foUttviiaff  a.  le- 
oC  ibe  McrctuT  of  tho  tcewiujr  of  1688.    Tlic  figures  in  Claj,  Speedics. 
p.  JiSB,  an  oomct,  bat  tot  {acoinplel«. 
'lite  Be<i-eiai7  of  the  trswurjr  bad  calcuUk'd  on  onb'  four  inlUon. 
tlat-sWorla.  IV.p.261. 
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eyesi  and  the  eyes  of  nil  others  who  had  nliarod  hie  illiuton, 
were  opened.  Deception  u  to  the  red  state  o{  the  cose 
would,  from  die  f!r«L,  even,  not  have  been  possible  for  a  wo- 
tnent,  if  it  hnd  }>een  onlr  more  clearljr  recognized  that  bust- 
noas  generally-  had  rittcn  on  Icanaii  vioga  from  tlie  mI'h] 
foundation  of  facts.  That  epecnlation  threw  itself  with 
peculiar  lutcntiity  on  tie  public  loudB,  was  owing  to  tbe 
natureof  thegiTencircuraatancea.  Apparentljriitbore^iDore 
tlian  any  otlicr  kind  of  62>ccuUtion,  titu  character  of  u  Milid 
investuieiit  uf  Cjipltiil ;  for  land  was,  and  remained,  a  tangible 
object,  and  not  simpljr  a  sign  of  value,  like  ImiiIc  stuck,  which 
might  be  turned  into  a  piece  of  waste  paper  in  a  niglit. 
Neither  did  it,  like  the  products  of  industry,  lose,  in  cuiirw 
of  time,  the  qualities  on  which  its  capacity  of  being  renliisfd 
ujxjn  depended.  That  its  value  would  some  time  be  modi 
greater  tliftu  the  price  now  paid  for  it,  it  woe  iiupoSBible  to 
doubt.  Tlie  miHt:ilco  in  the  calcuUtion  of  tlie  speculaton 
wae,  that  fhey  tliougtit  they  would  be  nblo  to  eoll  it  with  Mi- 
vantage  the  day  after  they  bad  Iwiight  it,  whereas,  frt.m  the 
rory  fnot  that  ejieculatioii  had  obtained  control  of  it,  it  would 
necessHrily  soon  become  nnsnlablo  for  a  long  time.'  Be- 
sides, the  Bopply  of  the  government  waa  iniliniiled,  nnr]  thB 
price  eo  low  that  It  waa  possible  to  engage  in  very  large  )»|ie& 
nlations  witli  comparatively  email  means;  bat  it  is  to  he 

'  "  Tic  boDomblo  cbalnnaa  t«lla  us  that  tbe  uumnt  of  Und  reqniml  ba 
fiiir  and  bonewt  Mttl«iiMiil:,  bf  tine  progmu  of  the  ooontiT,  ta  flni  nilUan 
«f  OCTCB  anniuUj,  uid  that  tfaa  amovot  tokan  bjr  tpccalation  laat  jcar  *m 
tbirtf  nuUidiis.  If  tluK  be  ao.  then  linen  \a  tdteadj  in  the  hand*  cf  tftn- 
laton  a  riz  yean'  rapply.  Shonld  all  the  luid  offiea  be  do*«d  lo- tnonw. 
tho  tunoiint  these  irpoculatoiB  hold  would  not  bo  abeocbcd  bj  the  njpiM 
derooodii  ol  the  euniitf;  in  \vm  than  tit  jran.  Nov,  Uie  gtoaler  put  of 
tfamo  pBKhasea  ku  htxa  in«(I«  npoa  lonni;  th«  iDterat  U  nraaimt  «; 
and,  nnle«  the  wIn  tball  b«  m  pro^ioitioD,  do  not  all  n  -.  ibi 

aecotMilabonof  unpcod<idiv«  Und*  upon  tiuorbaiuU  mu  .  :ai)i 

thoaawlwarecnfpiicnliiiBUcbipeoilalMma?"    Coliiooa,  hrlmiur}' 4, 
Werio,  U.  pp.  «20, 631. 
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DotaJ,  oapfKnaUy,  Uiat  the  price  of  the  pnblio  lands  remained 
the  Eftme*  vbilc  nil  other  prices  were  rising  greatlj.' 

It  became  a  matter  of  great  ioiportanco  that  the  great 
tetnptatioQ  lying  in  thi&  came  to  tlie  south  Id  a  verj  sedoo- 
tire  garb. 

It  haa  been  remarked  already  that  the  speculation  was  very 
diroctly  and  very  powerfully  promoted  by  cities,  counties,  and 
eveu  by  states.  iIo»'  far  this  went  iti  parlicuUir  iiiscanceit, 
I  am  not  able  to  ahow.  I  bare  been  able  tu  find  only  a  tew 
vague  statistics;  but  from  these  it  is  poat>ibIe  tu  draw  an  ap- 
proximately correct  picture  of  the  Btatc  of  things  which  pre- 
vailed. At  the  bcglniug  of  1S39,  the  "ggrcgate  of  the  state 
debtd  is  said  to  haveamouuted  tu  uboiil  1^1 3,000,000,*  itnd  in 
May,  1836,  Webster  estimated  the  European  capital  m- 
vttted  in  the  eeciuitiea  of  the  statea  ef  the  tJuion  at 
$50,000,000.'  Two  years  later  he  thought  that  not  lern  than 
$100,000,000  of  European  mviiey  hud  been  luuiied,  iu  the 
tTnited  States,  to  states,  corporations  and  individaals,  to  be 
need  in  internal  improvements.*  It  is  said  that  the  south 
alone  —  and,  indeed,  the  yonngest  davc  statcij  and  htave  ter- 
ritoriee  excliuivoly — had  issued  $SO,000,OUU  of  state  eecuri- 
ties,  in  the  six  or  seven  yeare  preceding  the  crash,  to  cover 
the  Ioan&  made  in  London.' 


I      loe  ic 


' "  And,  Br.  cJon^t  conocctcd  with  Ifacao  cuucs  it  oniytbcr,  which  I 
oonaider,  after  aQ,  the  main  cause;  that  is,  the  low  price  nf  land, 
'ttmpMtti  wHit  other  dcsoiptioiii  of  propotr.  In  cvcrfthiDg  cLeo  piiocs 
have  nm  ap;  but  h^re,  pnt«  u  diiuned  down  hj  the  Rtatule.  noodc,  pro- 
doobi  oC  oU  kioda,  vid,  ind««l,  all  other  IruidB,  mny  tw,  and  many  of  tJiem 
hma  liMD,  Mine  iweniy-fire,  and  lome  forty  or  flf^  per  cent. "  WebtL'i 
Woriu.  IV.  j>.  262. 

'The  "  Nurth  .\iaeiio3ui  Ikriew."  Jan..  1S44,  p.  110. 

■  Wtibrtflr**  Wotlu.  TV.  p.  2GI. 

*  Tab  Bitren  ayi,  in  hi*  annual  meoiaffe  cf  DecemW  24, 1S39:  "Tfa« 
hniga  detAa  of  our  state*,  oorparatiaiu  and  iiieii  of  buiineM  eui  ceartttly 
W  Iw  than  two  liaadred  niUiotw of  dotlats,  c^iujing  more  llian  t«ii  mill- 
loDi  ■  j«aj  to  pBj'  tbcinbcmrt.    "Stiitcmi.'s  Man.,  II,  p.  12H. 

*"In  1831-5,  mOBoy  become  Tciy  cheap  in  London,  and,  m  aoons^ 
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The  monej  obtained  from  tlififiale  of  bonds,  moM  of  whi«b 
Ixire  nix  per  cent  interest,  was  ctnployod  in  the  estfebltth* 
ment  of  banks,  wliich  louied  it  to  ptenters  diiefly,  ni  ciglit 
por  cent.  Not  onlj  the  plantationB,  bnt  also  the  sUvm  aad 
tlielr  posterity,  aerval  ns  sccnrity  for  aoch  loans  —  tfaepUa- 
tnlions  in  Florida,  for  iostaooe,  nt  the  rato  of  eight  dolliji  u 
Acro,  and  the  elni-os  at  tUreo  liundrod  aud  ilfty  dollars  ea«h. 
After  tlio  &v])0«ilioa  of  tho  iiaturo  of  slave  labor  ulreodf 
giron,  it  h  not  iiocesMiry  to  say  thnt  the  borrowed  money  ms 
not  need  in  tho  improrament  of  pltuitationH  nircndy  nndir 
cultivation,  that  i>ii,  hi  more  highly  ftuining  tUem.  A  r«al 
exodus  of  slaveholders  and  their  slaves  took  plnca.  Ptsaten 
without  any  means,  and  the  soos  of  large  planters,  moved 
oway  with  fniiu  twenty  to  tbirty  slaves,  began  U»  grati  ii|p 
large  tracts  of  vii^in  soil  and  laid  the  foundation  of  new 
plantutions,  vithoiit  any  capital  except  the  stuns  borrovod 
from  the  banks  on  the  security  of  the  mor^aged  land  tai 
Glares.  Of  the  public  tiuids  which  were  sold  in  the  tea  yean 
bc^nning  with  1880,  20,132,340  acres  were  from  the  Toong 
slave  states  and  slave  territories  —  Alabama,  l-lorida,  Ar- 
kansas, Lonisiano,  Mlnsissippi  aad  Tennessee.  Tlii>,  there- 
fore, mennt  a  great  ^liifUng  of  the  slave  populntion.  While 
its  increase  from  ISdO  to  1840,  in  the  okl  slave  statai, 
omonnted  to  86,392,  in  tlie  new  sIatb  states  and  slara  ter- 
ritories it  was  391,920,  t.  «.,  in  the  latter  their  number  nearly 
doubled.  Tbe  aggregate  increase  of  the  slave  popolatioo 
HUHUiled  to  twenty-four  per  cent.,  but  it  was  only  fire  aids 


( 


fV^.  found  Hm  mj  in  gwat  nhaaAanoK  ill  otvr  Ihe  wotU.  The  vsib 
«ns  Boi  aknr  te  arail  iiMU  of  thii  drenMluoe,  and  boki  WER  HmW  ti 
gnat  ■nnber,  on  temnftd  twaMy.  Kcadr  iB  te  atsAi 
ImcnoH:  A]BlMan,(II,000,(KN:  Ladii»M.9aa,O0O,1K»; 
m;KM»i  AifaMV. •S.SOOl.OWt  n«i>fa.«3;miMC»-alU«ril«rMM 
On  $Ui,QOQ,OO0  cf  «tMt»  rtoeks  vere  iaatA  tee  ikmc;  ■**■'—'  a  hm- 
im.  Tbi*  BKKKrwwtiBcd  tisrbaak(«|)it«l,aMllaaaikd  te  iteatanu' 
tf^**   Tba  "DemooraticBennr."  At«..  1818,  p.  m. 


PKIOB  or  OOTTDX. 


liolf  per  ceDt.  to  the  old  slave  eCatos,  and  in  thrc«  old  border 
iMea  and  the  District  of  Coliunbin,  there  was  eveu  a  docreaae 
o(S6,288.'  Tlie center  of  gravity  o£  the  elavo  popiilntion,ftnd 
with  it  the  center  of  gravity  of  the  slavehohliiig  iuteroBt,  be- 
gu  to  be  traDsFerrod  id  tbo  direction  of  t]i«  sotittiwcst  The 
cftpitui,  under  tlie  etimulating  ioSucQceof  which  thie  process 
mu  aooompliehod,  came  from  the  free  states  and  from 
Europe.'  The  flecurity  for  this  capit&l  vae  not  only  the  land 
ol  tbe  plantations,  bnt  also  the  slavea,  with  their  yet  unborn 
posterity.  The  ultimate  exciting  cause  of  tlie  'whole  was  the 
(icDiaad  for  cotton,  which  was  iucrca^iiig  in  immense  pro- 
portion,*. Iho  price  of  cotton  had  risen  rapidly  from  six  to 
tight  nad  ten  ceate  per  poand;  *  maintained  itself,  betweea 
1^3  and  1S34,  steadily  betu-ccn  the  limits  eleven  and  ooe- 
ibird  aod  eleven  and  thrcc-Eourthe  centa;  in  3S35,  between 
fourteen  cents,  its  loweot  price,  end  twenty  ccuts,*  tta  highest^ 
flttotuatod  during  the  last  months  of  1836  between  twelre 
and  iweai^;  fell,  io  April,  1837,  to  eleven  and  fifteen;  and 
finally,  in  itay,  to  eight  and  twelve."    This  euormoua  on- 
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'Tbe " DemocraUo Rarie*" (Angrat,  l»iS, p.  102), from whid)  the abow 
data  tre  taken,  eitimates  the  foreign  ci^ittnl  with  which  thii  extension  of 
alncff  on  a  Urge  scale  was  muli.>.  at  $200,000,000. 

'Omtenor,  p.  U&.     Unfortuaabcly,  be  doe*  not  state  Uie  preciite  you. 

'V.  0.  Sonuier,  |>.  121. 

'W.a.Swooer.p.  18S. 
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linnccmeflt  of  price,  wliile  production  increased  BteadJlj  ami 
rftpidlj',  might  well  tarn  people's  heads.  How  was  it  poKi- 
ble  not  to  call  cotton  "  king,"  and  to  fall  into  the  tielurfoa 
that  the  limit*  of  his  kingdom  could  not  be  too  widel  They 
extended  with  very  f:;rcat  wpidity.  The  cotton  crop  of  the 
United  States  waa,  between  1S33  and  1S37,  from  l,0i0.13S 
haleftio  1,422,&68  bales,  and  the  entire  increase  came  from 
the  new  slave  etatee.' 

Even  more  actitc  thinkers  than  Jackson  might  liave  al- 
lowed thcmtivlvus  to  bo  misted  into  exulting  over  the  gcoeral 
prosperity,  and  ^'eiug  one  oE  tlie  ciearcst  pruofit  of  it  ta  the 
astounding  dciuuud  for  the  public  laud».  The  president  was 
now  able  to  add  the  announcement  that  the  national  debt 
waa  entirely  extinguished,  bo  the  gratitude  which  he  liad  ex- 
preesed  to  Providence  in  his  yearly  message  of  DeoemberS, 
1885,  for  the  blcssingt '  v-tiicb  hod  been  bestowed  on  tbe 
country  in  a  measure  greater  than  ever  before.  He  expected 
to  ece  the  yearly  account  closed  with  a  credit  of  $I9,OO0,O00| 
and  believed  that  aboat  $11,000,000  would  remain  at  iIm 
free  di&posal  ai  congress.'  Tlie  United  States  were  so  ridi 
that  the  branches  of  government  had  to  quarrel  among  cbem- 
sclvotf  as  U>  how  the  enrphis  sliould  be  employed.  The  iron; 
of  fat«  90  willed  it  that  the  dcci^on  of  this  question  had  a 
material  shai-e  in  the  rapid  revelation  of  Ibc  wheel  of  fortune. 

As  early  aa  April  1«,  1832,  Clay  had  intruducod  a  btU 


I 


<'ni«*'DoiaoctatMRen««,"Le.  tnlS;£l,of theentirQarDp,S3«.4WI«lM 
came  bom  the  now  tk/ta  datea.  and  513,968  from  the  old.  la  1837,  itam 
Dm  finna-,  91II.9GI>:  boia  the  kUer.  S06,G06. 

' "  Kenr,  in  any  (onocT  [^riod  of  our  hittctr.  hare  uns  bod  (tieater  «•- 
■on  Ihao  wo  now  lure,  u  be  tfauilUut  tu  DiTuw  Piondvaoe  for  the  blm- 
tafi  of  bMlIb  aad  ibbwuI  prnpeatj.  Eveif  fanuKh  of  labor  we  wn 
otownod  wHb  the  moat  kbandaob  ramutib;  ia  ereijr  denant  oE  natioBil 
rsMXUCM  aod  wealth ,  amd  o(  iodindual  comfort,  we  wiIsom  tha  mul  rafii 
KdA  loUd  httiuoveatents."    Slateuiu'a  Uui.,  II,  p.  99S. 

•[bfaUp.100C. 
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providing  for  the  distribation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  eale  of 
the  public  lands  Ainong  tbe  Etatc«,  into  tbo  eenate.'  In  the 
senate  tb«ro  was  a  mnjort^  in  favor  of  the  propoeition,'  but 
in  the  hoQse  of  repreaentativea  the  bill  did  not  come  np 
for  debate  at  alL  On  the  12th  of  December  of  the  same 
year,  Clay  introduoed  it  a^in  into  the  ctenate."  It  was 
passed  by  iKitb  bouses  and  was  mint  to  tbe  prciiiflcnt  for  ap- 
proval on  tho  Sd  of  Harch.  Aa  the  3d  of  March  fell  on  a 
Suntlny,  on  wbicli  it  is  not  usual  for  the  president  to  put 
bis  signature  lo  bills,  it  was  really  the  last  day  of  the  fietisiou, 
and  Jackson  allowed  the  comniitteo  to  dissolve  without  hav> 
ing  coine  to  n  decision.  Not  until  the  'tth  of  Docombcr 
Jid  he  send  tbe  bill  to  tlie  scu(\^  witli  a  veto,  ai^ned  at 
leog^,  and  in  which  tho  weight  of  i-easous  wns  unq^neetioo- 
ably  on  hiet  itide.  More  than  two  yenn*  elapsed  and  not  one 
Ptop  fartbcT  bad  been  taken.  Tbe  extinguishment  of  the 
national  debt,  and  tJie  accumulating  surplus,  forbade  the 
postponement  of  the  qneetion  any  longer:  it  was  necessary 
to  como  to  aonic  concluMon.  Calhoun,  on  the  25t)i  of  I'tfay, 
183f>,  niniJe  a  motion  in  Llie  eeuate  intended,  under  a  false 
title  and  in  a  roundabout  way,  to  lead  to  Ola/a  original 
object  in  that  which  was  most  essential.*  He  neither  men- 
tioned the  public  lands,  nor  did  be  wish  to  "distribute"  tlie 
surplus  among  tlie  states.  Everybody  know  that  the  public 
lands  faiid  hitherto  been  the  great  source  of  tbe  surphu,  and 
expected  that  they  would  continue  to  he  so  in  the  future. 
But  Ottlhonn  now  treated  the  !;urp1ua  as  a  fuct  with  which 
it  was  neco66ary  to  deal,  no  matter  to  what  cause  it  might 
be  redoeed,  and  he  soon  got  rid  of  it  by  making,  so  far  as 
irm  went,  a  mere  provisional  dUpoiiitioQ  of  it    The  ques- 
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<I>eb.alC6Dt{r.,  ^,  p.44«. 
»n>id.,pp.uO'J.MO. 

tWd-XlI.  p.12. 

D^  of  Cotm.,  Xn,  p.  TU. 
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tion  of  the  deposits  had  to  offer  its  gorviccs  to  solve  the  laui 
ijuociUon,  and  in  sucii  a  way  thai  after  the  deduction  of  a 
oortaiu  amount  the  gurplua  wm  to  bo  "depo^tad"  with  lbs 
Bttitcs.  After  some  immaterial  modification,  the  two  hontai 
agreed  to  this  proposition,  aud  on  the  23d  of  June,  1834, 
the  bill  was  signed  by  the  prosidorit,'  not,  however,  nithouk 
nluctauoe.  It  was  not  even  attempted  in  tlie  debates  to 
ooncenl  in  any  way  tliat  iliage  deposits  were  really  a  diriMoiL 
OallioiiQ  didiiot,iiidtied,  wish  to  admit  the  truth  iif  Wright's 
MMOtion,  that  the  onwitJiiigDess  of  the  states  to  restore  (be 
■tims  thuy  had  once  obtained  would  always  leavi;  the  niajoritj 
of  congress  against  saoh  a  demand,  bat  he  rejidtly  grunted 
that  ooDgresa  would  oome  to  this  resolve  only  very  relnc- 
taatly.  On  the  other  bnnd^  be  insisted  that  the  deposits 
would  give  the  states  tbo  means  to  discharge  their  debts  and 
to  ooQtinue  their  system  of  interna]  improvcnients.'  But 
the  watchword  of  the  day  was  not:  pay  your  dubts,  bit: 
moke  debts;  and  the  system  of  internal  iiupruv-miimiu,  jos- 
tiSsble  as  it  was  !a  itself  was  alnwdy  close  on  the  limits  of 
wljat  was  required  by  preseut  wants,  and  had  for  a  long  time 
bean  opomting  aa  a  stimuhuit  to  the  nubridled  spirit  of  qieo- 
ahtton. 

Jftoksoa  had  in  the  meantime  become  ooovinced  that  it 
wae  naoassaiy  to  pat  a  powerful  duck  on  the  latter.  He 
wdeasonkl  in  his  own  iuoonaiderata  and  tliorough  going 
BHWoer  to  imiK>!«  such  a  dteck  hinudf  oo  the  opirit  of 
l|iMulation,  without  being  ODOScioos  of  the  Smat  that  in  su 
dniiic  he  suole  himeoll  in  tbe  boe. 

Boolw  had,  as  evly  as  (be  S3d  of  April.  1636,  made  s 
moUou  iu  the  scoate  that  hoooefortb  only  guld  and  slnt 
iboiUd  be  reouved  in  p^ynnait  for  tbe  public  lands.*    Tbt 


*8lat.atL,T.  p.«. 

•Dikoti>«gr.,X11,nk1C3;TGSi    eH^skt^Xm.  vw4n. 
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ilution  found  so  little  support  that  it  was  not  possible  to 
proToke  anj  exhaustive  debate  on  it.  But  ecarceljr  was  con- 
gress dtseolvcd  when  the  adn)Ini(ttration,  of  its  ova  acoord, 
disposed  of  the  qnestion  in  a  way  which  was  in  harmony 
wiUi  Benton's  motion.' 

This  Bo-callod  epecie  circnlar  mnst  be  considered  and 
judged  from  twodiderent  points  of  view:  the  legal  and  the 
pcBCtico-poVitical. 
Congress  Iwdj  on  tlie  30th  of  April,  ISlfi,  determined  In 
form  of  a  resolntion  what  value-]«!pep  besides  the  \o^\ 
money  of  the  United  State*  ahonld  be  taken  in  payment  by 
the  tretwury.'  The  opixjsition  loolcod  upon  this  resolution  ns 
an  imperative  onler  which  left  no  disprrtion  wlmtever  to  the 
eecretarj-  of  the  treasniy.  On  the  otbar  hand,  Tiroodbury,  In 
hi*  circular,  had  said  tliat  tJie  indiilj^noes  hitlwrto  nsnal 
lOuld  no  longer  hcgranted.  Tftc  administration,  in  snpport 
its  riew  of  the  case,  adduced  the  fact  ttiat  a  certain  amount 
of  discretion  had  been  actually  exci-claed  by  former  secreta- 
riea  of  tlie  trcftsury,  and  that  no  objection  to  the  exorcise  of 
locli  discretion  h:v\  been  nusud  by  anyone.  The  opposition 
rightly  called  the  assertion  that  congress  hail  committed  the 
'gnlntion  of  a  matter  bo  important  to  tlie  entire  economic 
!fe  of  the  country  entirely  to  the  caprice  of  the  executive, 
ipljr  absurd.  The  wording  of  t}ie  resolution  afforded 
and  for  iirgnment  to  both  parlies  to  the  controversy,  al- 
ougli  it  loft  tlie  adniiiiiBtration  the  weiiker  defensive  posi- 
tkm.  It  ie  not  ncuesaary  tt]  disuus-i  mnro  exhnui<tively  the 
rwsoas  on  both  gidea,  since  people  might  here,  in  the  best  of 
hitli,  have  held  di£ferent  views,  and  tlie  different  Lnterprota- 


■Jalf  ]],1$96.  Vilea  L  p.  Sn.  Tlie  onler  to  take  ami;  gdd  uad 
dm-  far  the  pablio  Umli,  od  and  after  the  tSth  of  Aagnat,  vaa  giren 
aadar  ftftain  limitiition*,  vhicji  vcrc,  ind^d,  not  without  importanee  at 
tbr  time,  tnit  whicli  caa  clium  do  genoal  intcicvt. 

•6W.  at  L.,  ni,  p.  Sit. 
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tioDB  of  tlw  resolution  of  April  30, 1810,  involved  do  coDtd- 
tQUontil  principle.*  Tliere  were  Bueh  principles,' Indeed,  b 
question,  luiLentlrely  iiidepQudentof  thisresaUition.  Benton, 
who  in  a  soniFwhat  allegorical  manner  rcprewnled  liimsdt 
&8  the  real  urijclnator of  the  circular  of  July  lltti,  ttniiks  it 
inctimtH-'iit  ii[>iin  liim  to  land  Jack.»on  in  a  epecial  luanDtTf 
because  be  issued  it  in  oppoaitiuu  not  ouly  to  congreu,  but 
also  to  a  majority  of  his  cabinet.  Tlie  senator  exprewlj' 
states  at  tlietiaine  time  that  theadjonmmcnt  of  congresiwu 
waited  for  only  in  otder  that  It  might  not  be  able  to  duiposB 
of  tlio  matter  otherwiue  fcr  a  IcgJBlative  act.'  Sati«eqiia)t 
events  pmved  tlist  tliis  would  have  been  actually  the  cue. 
A  bill  WH5  parsed  during  the  next  session,  in  the  senate, 
by  II  vote  oF  forty  •one  againnt  five,  and  in  the  liouae  of  rep- 
resenlatives,  by  one  hundred  and  forty-three  ftfjainst  fifty- 
nine,  whidi  reversed  the  ordcni  of  the  circulnr.*  The  Wll 
reached  the  president  only  on  the  Sd  of  March,  ISST,  and 
fifteen  iniuutos  before  the  expiratioa  of  his  term  of  office 
tie  annoiiiicud  that  be  would  neither  s'lga  nor  veto  it.  What- 
ever might  have  been  tlio  scope  of  the  resolution  of  April 
SO,  ltil6,  Jackson  hod  known  from  the  very  first  that  the 
onlors  of  tlie  circular  of  the  llch  of  July  were  not  in  lo- 
c»idancc  witli  the  will  of  congress,  and  his  feara  that  the 
oppuBing  majority  was  great  enough  to  make  bis  veto  of  no 
effect  had  been  fully  confirmed.  Jackiion  had  f^irther  ex- 
preeely  rect^ized  that  it  was  not  only  a  question  of  prime 
importance,  bat  that  it  called  for  le^^Iath-e  regnlatioo.* 

'  Anjr  one  iotereated  In  this  nibardinale  dde  of  the  tonal  queition  wooUl 
do  weU  t«  oompve  W«btter'«  tpeect  ol  Deoam1)er  21,  l»:il>.  Works,  IT, 
p[).  26^  ft,  and  Benton,  Thirty  Tean*  TJew,  I.  pp.  695  fT. 

*"lkwas  BBDed  imaudiaf^  after  Um  adjoinimoni  of  ooagreH, 
Aoald  have  been  tssued  befara  the  atUoaramcut,  tmex-yl  tat  tlie  Eav  I 
flongraas  wouU  oountorwi  it  \>y  law."    Ibid.,  I,  p.  076. 

•Deb.  of  Congr..  Xin,  pp.  100,  3S3. 

'IiilfaemeMacfiof  tbeaiof  Daoember,  18SS,  Jackioa  tayi.  ia  tmtiii^ 
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Now,  OS  ve  bare  seen,  the  constitution  granu  the  le^sla- 
live  power  to  congress  alone,  and  thoro  prevailed  In  it  that 
unanimity  of  opinion  wliicli  constitutea  tlio  conetitutional 
limit  of  tlio  president's  power  of  control.  Spite  of  thiB, 
Jackson  arted  <!ontmry  to  the  known  vnU  of  the  legislative 
power,  and  (or  n  whole  year  kept  the  constitntional  leg^da- 
tive  vrill  from  actnallj  becoming  a  law;  that  ie,be,  to  whom 
the  conatitiition  biul  granted  no  legislative  nnthority  what- 
ever, virtnally  made  his  own  envercign  iiicliiiatiou  the  law 
of  tlie  land.  The  president  wns  not  guiUy  of  a  formal  vio- 
lation of  tlie  ooiistitutiou,  but  the  wit  of  man  is  not  equal 
to  the  task,  in  the  shaping  of  political  life,  of  inrenting  forma 
which  may  not  he  employed  as  weapons  against  their  own 
le^timate  substance  or  contents.  Ttiis  Jnclceon  did  in  thia 
CARe.  TTe  did  it  Pnlly  eoniicious  that  he  was  doing  it,  and 
both  he  and  his  acvomplices  took  ^ent  credit  to  themselves 

J  At  he  did  do  it.  Again  were  tlie  rights  granted  the  preo^ 
Uiaqiuatiasiof  depodta;  "  In  tbo  re^latioiu  wbicli  oongim  maypte- 
•cribo  reapcc^ng  the  ciutody  of  Ihe  public  moneys,  it  u  ilcsi^ubU  tbat  ai 
litde  duawtion  oinntj' be  deemed oonsistvnt  with  thtHrsaEe  keppinR  Bhoold 
be  given  W  Ibo  eiecutird  ageat*.  No  cmo  am  bu  mow  (l<wp!y  iuii>reEw^ 
than  I  am  vith  Uie  oomidDGn  of  the  doctrine  which  restcsitu  and  liniiu. 
by  fr*T"fln  pnmnoai.  Gx«cativ«  cUKzetion,  ob  far  u  it  can  be  dona  connit- 
nnLlj  with  the  pmnration  of  its  oonititutioTial  dwiada.  In  mpcot  to 
the  oootntl  owrtbe  public  rnaney,  tliia  doctrine  in  pacnllarly  appLicabto, 
and  is  in  hanDonj  with  the  greBk  principle  whidi  1  frit  [  waa  muttjuning  in 
liia  eoDtnvcaqr  with  Iho  Bank  of  tlie  UuitMl  States.  .  .  .  Tba  duty  of 
the  lesUabuo  to  deKnc,  by  dcu  and  positive  cnoctuieiit,  tiic  ua.t(ue  and 
ntmi  of  the  adioa  whkh  it  belongs  to  the  executtre  to  lupenDtend, 
•prisgi  otit  of  apoUcjanalo^tu)  to  that  which  ci^oin*  ufOn  all  the  bnutcboe 
of  theFednal  gcTenimeiit  an  abetuience  from  tlie  cxenJM  of  powen  not 

■  (luitad.  ...  In  its  appticatiDii  to  the  exeentive,  with  ntcr- 
Mfcs  lagMitiTe  bianch  of  tho  gorerniucnt.  tho  saiuo  nils  of  action 
iBake  the  pnaideiit  evat  anxioos  to  atrotd  tha  eiennw  of  any  dis- 
cntionaiy  antiuci^  which  can  bo  rcgulidcd  b;  congrcca.  Tlie  blaees 
^oA  BUj  operate  opon  him  will  not  Iv  m>  likely  to  vxtmid  to  the  nrpn> 
ires  flC  the  peo^  >a  that  boilj?.*'    Stat«cm.'t  Mao.,  II,  p.  1012. 
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ideut  |)ro6titiiled  to  the  base  end  of  tJirowing  the  foniU- 
medial  principle  of  tlie  whole  constituliou  to  tlie  grunodi, 
ftnd  tranipiin^  it  uniicr  foot. 

UiiUur  the  visual  angle  of    political    eipedien^,  iWs 
struggle  botwecn  tlio  presideiit  and  congress  appeals  in  a 
somewhat  different  li;;ht.    Bank  Doie3  had  been  isftnod  in 
ononnoiti)  qnantitie^  and  it  vas  neoeasarj  to  eheck  the  aril    ■ 
It  could  not  ho  long  beA>ro  the  real  imttira  of  the  vealtb 
which  cvorrhodjr  had  nci|uired  during  die  Ifust  few  ynn    - 
would  be  revealed,  wealth  not  acquii-od  by  labor,  bat  eon-   f 
jured  ioto  existence  by  speculation.     The  immouso  babblo 
had  to  burst.    And  once  buret,  the  direct  loss  of  tJie  Utttled 
States  would  be,  of  course,  greater,  tlie  longer  the  pobha      , 
lands  were  wa<ited  for  the  depreciated  notes,  which  tlie  spee*  ■ 
ulators  could  procure  iu  any  qunntity  thay  dwitod.     This      ' 
4Uonc  should  Imve  eufBced  to  determine  oongrcsa  to  adopt 
the  policy  of  the  president.     But  it  mattered  not  huw  great 
this  direct  damage  might  be,  it  uuuld  ounetitutc  but  a  email 
part  of  the  los&  which  the  entire  wealtli  of  t]ic  people  wu 
deatiQod  to  suffer  from  a  general  oomuercial  crisi:!.     Such. 
a  crisis  could  uo  longer  be  avoided,  but  its  disastrous  eSeete 
oould  have  bouii  greatly  weakened.     If  the  pnwidunt  aod 
congress  had  kept  together  on  this  qtiestiou^  and  if  cougrasi 
had  checked  Jackson's  indiscreet  warmth,  orders  like  thme 
oootaincd  in  the  circular  of  the  lltli  of  July  would  have 
eerred  as  a  warning  which  would,  beyond  a  question,  have 
exercised  great  infliicnoo.    But  as  congreaa,  with  an  unheard 
of  majority^  assumed  an  attitude  in  opposition  to  the  pml- 
dent,  the  latter,  with  his  one-sided  course,  poured  oil  —  not 
oD  the  troubled  waters,  hut  into  the  fire.    Not  only  thi» 
opposition,  but  a  great  many  of  hie  own  most  faithful  parti- 
sans  stood  out  agdnst  the  president.'    Uoreorer,  the  prwi- 

'  WilL  L  Us7,  a  (kawcnlio  in«intwro(  wngna.  wittu  oa  the  ttho^ 
OeoemlMr.  l&m.  u>  J.  Hort:    •■imn  iBoliiiad  to  bettsn  HiataTTif — 
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dent  Iiad  become  untrue  to  liimsclf.     Ho  now  sought  by  t!ic 
circular  of  the  11th  of  July  to  check  and  JcHtroy  tlw  thing 
vhidi  he  had  so  materially  pfoinotcd  by  the  dcpugit  baul:^ 
nd  by  his  instructions  to  tliem.     His  present  view  wiis,  in- 
deed, the  moro  correct,  and  hcnco  bo  should  not  be  reproaebod 
vith  his  inconsistency.     But  thii>  inconeislency  wo?  now  an 
uodeninblo  fact,  and  h(:nc«  Iur  judgment,  in  view  of  the  ofA' 
demic  BpecuUcion- fovcr  which  wa*  m^iti!;,  and  the  gre»t 
opposition  among  his  own  partii^uB  in  congress,  had  not, 
from  the  first,  the  slighteftt  prospect  of  milking  any  iniprea- 
tkw  npon  the  people.    And,  comidoring  this  focliug  of  the 
people,  the  circular  of  the  llth  of  July,  taken  in  conjunctiotl 
with  the  law  on  the  gold  standard,  served  only  lo  give  speo- 
nlation  in  general,  and  uprculfttion  in  the  public  hind  in  par- 
ticular, a  new  and  powti-ful  impulse.     Bcntou  luigbt  boast 
that  about  ten  millionB  of  bank  notes  had  been  fttoppe<l  on 
their  way  to  tbo  land  offiws  by  the  drcnlar.*     On  the  other 
luuid,  aeven  millions  in  coin  were,  in   the  spiic-B  of  itoven 
months,  witlidrawn  from  the  banks  and  placed  in  the  deposit 
Iwnks,*  while,  at  the  snme  time,  the  demand  for  coin  pro- 
dooed  by  the  regulations  of  ttie  circnhir.  and  the  fooliflh 
provieiona  of  the  law  relating  to  tbo  gold  standard,  imusod 
imiDCDSc  sums  of  gold  to  flow  to  the  United  States  from 
Earope.     Although  from  1831  to  IS37  the  import*  exceeded 
the  exports  by  about  $130,600,000,  $36,000,000  in  coin  wu 


1  on  the  port  o(  tlift  frii^mlH  of  Iho  admini^lriLtion  to 
Fo(  Am  public  hoSa  to  uctuiil  evtUcn;  ihoald  thia  be  ikcoom- 
pUiad  .  .  .  tbo  necenity  of  Iceepiiig  the  treaaurr  order  in  fvrco  would 
Mloogec  oxitt,  and  tli«  prMidont  would  thui  be  topjiUod  witk  the  best 
mnble  reann  for  its  inunoliatB  repeal.  All  pBities,  lo  fai  lu  my  Icnourl- 
•dfa  wterii^  daiaecste  tbs  ord«r,  rot  only  m  ii^nrious  ta  ^eiy  branch  of 
tade,  but  IB  tandiiix  fnatlr  to  kscjt  thonnmbcrDfaui  jtolitiaU  {rieoili." 
"■"^tnrf.  Ha  Ufe.  and  Timn  at  M,  Van  Buraii,  p.  2BS. 
'Tlnity  Yeaw'  View.  L,  p.  678. 

■V.  Spngue  to  J.  D.  Wolf.  Aug.  10,  IS97:  Hilfm.  111.  p.  407. 
13 


I 


IM  J&OUON'S  ADMINISTBATION — AMKEZATIOH  OF  TEXAS. 

tmportei]  fmm  1833  to  1837.'  Tins  money  affected  giddr 
bftnkiflg  projects  aud  the  laud  speculation  in  die  uuae  wai 
tliat  a  eteady,  warm  rain  dooB  v^lation  ia  its  earlier  stages.* 
But  tho  ropo  WHS  already  bo  tensely  stretched  that  it  could 
no  loogcr  bear  even  tlie  rupture  of  a  eingle  thread,  and  the 
Icnffe  had  been  applied  evoD  before  the  issue  of  the  clrcnltr 
of  the  11th  of  July. 

Speculation  in  Spnnish  and  Portuguese  good*  had  made 
great  deiuajids.  in  1834,  ou  the  resources  of  tliv  Bank  of 
£ngland.  It  had  tiot  yot  r^aitied  its  normal  oondJtioB 
vhen  fipeculation  in  the  United  States  began  in  earoeit 
Tip  to  the  fiumrner  of  1S36,  bills  of  excliango  to  the  amouDl 
of  jC2,600,000  had  been  drawn  on  the  hank.  Its  reMfvo  of 
gold  was  greatly  reduced,  and  on  the  Ut  of  July  it  began  to 
oontraot  iU  credits.  A  rapid  full  of  prices  foUowed^'and 
great  anxiety  prevaJled  in  all  bosinesses.  In  November, 
Bome  English  banks  were  greatly  embarrassed^  and  the  Bank 
of  England  came  to  their  assistance  only  on  condition  tlitt 
they  wonld  go  into  Hq^uidation.  This  blow  caused  tlie  ruin 
of  three  large  houees  which  did  business  xrith  tbe  United 
Statee.    The  stone  was  set  rolling,  and  it  had  scarcely  began 

■  W.  Q.  Sumner,  p.  134.  Tbo  daU  ia  Kaet,  LVIt,  p.  1(9,  after  aa  •!«■ 
da  from  Ui«"  New  York  New  Bni,"  do  not  exactly  iwrae  with  this,  bnttb 
difiierence  U  not  great.  The  esUmatB  in  Legar6  (Writing*,  I.  p.  $)]),  tbal 
iMarir  tU'.WlO.OOO  in  coin  wcro  impcrted  in  ISSi  m  t\SX  too  ]«w;  Um* 
■were  nearly  $18,000,000. 

■TTk'  ■■  New  Yorlc  Em  "  wiitMj  "  Ernrybocly  was  hvsoamt  soWwlj 
neb.  Yltlagrtia&dcitietepniiiz  up  in  the  wildrmcsB.  House*  and  loU 
IwCBBio  mare  praStuble  than  Bne  ^d.  And  wild  and  unpivductire  UnJ 
1>eeem9mida)l|- an  inexbaastiblo  miacof  wealth.  All  wfaofaadmocwf  « 
cndit  ploaffcd  hmdlan^  into  tbe  itnam.  Thti  fann«r.  tte  namifaebim 
aaiL  mmliant  instead  of  pa^ng  ttw-tr  d?U>  bongbb  land*.  IV  woatiT 
inenhant  boDffht  laada  aad  paid  the  dtjr  nmiiaat,  a*  w«ll  for  Ui  *U 
d«hto  ai  far  hi*  n«w  purdisKs,  ia  tfaia  naw  cBirau?.  upon  the  itraosUt  of 
vahjntion,  which  dMnvcd  hinuelt  u  wcU  h  hui  cnditant"  KiW  L' 
p.  1S9. 

•  Lsgai^  WritfaiK*,  1,  p.  299,  bojb  twwily  la  thirty  per  oUt 
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to  move  when  ii»  roUmg  w&s  cliaoged  into  a  precipitous^ 
lieadlong  falL  Tbc  fancy  values  of  landed  property  melted 
liJco  EDO\T  in  the  April  sun;  immense  quautitiea  of  commod- 
ities, stonMl  np  without  any  regard  to  tlte  real  wants  of  the 
oooDtrf,  lost  in  a  day  fully  unc-third  of  Uicir  value;  tha 
Sgttres  on  all  kinds  of  ralne-paper  became  a  bitterer  mockerj 
witli  every  honr;  bankruptcies  came  in  avalaticliee;  one 
manufactoiy  after  another  stopped,  and  the  number  of  those 
who  could  find  neither  bread  nor  work  inci'eiised  by  tbou- 
■ands  and  teii»  of  tlionsands.'  The  eotilti  suffered  most  of 
■n.  From  Yirgiata  came  the  comphunt  thai  all  the  great 
staple  articles  liml  been  di-ngged  into  the.  whirlpool.'  In 
Kissiesippi,  over  a  hnndred  cases  at  law  were  bej^un  in  a 
aingle  oouaty  withio  one  month.  The  governor  rejected 
the  petition  of  tlio  po])iilntion  to  call  the  legislature  in 
order  to  put  n  etop  to  the  course  things  were  taking,  by  a 
** relief  or  replevin  law;"  but  the  citizens  summoned  tlie 

'In  theaddrCMwhidi  Ui« commlttide of  merdiuRU  of  NeirYoikli&nded 
to  the  piBttdent  on  the  3d  of  Miy,  1837,  wo  mad:  "  Under  %  dwp  im< 
(■•MiMi  of  the  propHe^  of  con&ninfr  our  declamtionj  within  moderate 
liE&itB,  wc  affirm  that  the  viJuo  of  our  Kill  vslaix  bm,  wiliiin  the  lust  six. 
wonthi)  depiveiatM  mora  tbiui  forty  millicHu;  Uiatwitiiin  Ui6  liut  two 
■woUis.  tliere  bun  bc«n  mort;  than  two  baadrcd  und  fiftj  failures  of 
bourn  t-Dsiged  in  extraiiTe  bueinnn;  that  within  ihs  mne  period,  a  de- 
ttiite  oC  twenty  miUiOM  of  dictllan  hut  o«cun«d  in  oar  local  atocki,  includ- 
inif  tbow  raOnxid  uid  ouinl  Incorporation!!,  vhiA.  though  chartered  in 
otber  dotes,  depend  cfaiefl;  a|)on  New  York  for  thmr  aala;  that  th«  ioi' 
■one  ainoitnt  of  niercfaandist!  in  our  warohouaea  has,  within  tbe  stuno 
pnlad,  fallen  in  nian  at  iMUt  thirty  pcrocnt.;  that  within  a  few  weeks, 
not  leoe  than  twenty  tboonuid  indindiiols,  di^p(!ndinff  apon  thoii  diUly 
lifaor  loc  th«dr  daily  bread,  ha?tt  been  diidiari^d  hj  tbnr  Gmplojrn.  be* 
oow  tb«  mean* of  tetoioinfr  tb«tu  wet«  ciliiLvi^t^,  and  that »  coinpIel« 
UiB^  bfl*  fallen  apon  a  coramtinity  berelofare  so  active.  cntcrprisiDg^  and 

^njooiM."    Ni1««,  LII,  p.  166. 

BThft  "Bichuiond  Inquirer"  wiilea:    "Tobdooo  has  fallen  boyond  all 

^Kndiuion.  CWton  »  **''«*»»  "^''"'*™  *^ '^^  °"''*  P"  P^"'"'-  '"" 
iU«d  of  eiporting  any  bwoihluffc,  wo  hawheciiponipeUcd,  tnr  th*  «anli^ 
flf  (BIT  borMta,  to  draw  npon  the  gmnnriet  of  Eniopc. "    Nileii,LlI,  p.l31 
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BlicHff  to  reeign,  and  threatened  auj  one  vlio  shoaM  acoei>t 
the  office  provisionally.*  It  vras  said  tliat  in  Mobile  niu 
oot  of  erory  t«u  merchant*  liad  suspcuded  payment*.'  Xcw 
Orli^ans,  it  was  written  to  the  Courier  ajul  In^nirer^  od 
tLe  16th  of  April,  was  in  anarchie  ^.tiaiteierej  and  wiu  en- 
tirely  bankrupt*  And  the  True  American  wrote  on  tiie 
■itli  of  May:  "  Tlie  monopoly  of  the  cotton  staple  liai*  fiiUeo 
by  its  own  woigliC  Tberc  will  not  bo  a  hoago  left  to  tell 
the  tale."* 

While  tlie  airy  costlo  of  epeculation  wag  thus  tambling  on 
all  Btde^  the  day  was  approiicliing  on  which  the  deposit 
banki^  hdd  to  pay  the  first  two  instnllments  of  tlic  surplttB  o{ 
$40,01)0,000  which  wiis  to  be  diiided.  This  wati  the  finish- 
ing blow.  AVhen  the  Dry  Dock  Bank  of  Now  York,  one  of 
the  dej>oftit  bunks,  stopped  jKiyiiieut,  tlie  creditors  of  the 
otiier  banks  began  to  &tonu  them  in  such  a  manner  tfait 
tbcy,  without  exception,  snspended  cash  payments  on  the 
10th  of  Hny.  The  bnnks  of  Baltimore  and  Philadclphis 
immedintcly  followed  the  example  of  thotus  of  New  Tork, 
and  the  tfiigpennion  soon  became  general.'  TIte  wild  anatk- 
ema  which  Jackson  now  hnrled  agaiost  his  own  crwUiiRB, 
the  "trcadiorous  doposit  banks,"  died  away  unheard,  and 


■  Ibid.,  p.  101.  "  No  land  utes  prannted  a  luehor  dagno  of  ftrtHtWiW^ 
or  mom  tntmntic  scbeme*  of  HpcaJatJon.  than  in  MiBBtwippt.  ...  In 
the  otaob  of  1836,  '7,  %  %  aa  nhnoat  luifenal  bAnkrupltj  onmed  asumpt 
IBM,  ind  Mmc  of  tho  fiaMt  portiooB  oE  Uiaanippt  became  pvtiaUj  depops- 
Ut«d."    De  Bow.  Corameic.  Kciiaw,  I  So-..  ToL  yU,  p. ». 

•NiIe^UI.p.U3. 

■IbuL.p.iaO. 

*N>to.  LU.  p.  161. 

*"  What  ■»  not  a  Little  rcBuulible,  and  "fiV^lwM  to  «xcite  a  m^M^DB 
tfaot  ntneUilne  wm  wnas.  ii  tho  tact  tlat  Um  Bii>p«nnoa  at  Naw  OvUma 
MaUk  (uid  other  pUcM  occaned  a  few  dojn  nftu  that  at  New  Totk,  bul 
iMdiote  then  cooM  b»TD  been  any  eommamcation."  NQea  in  tha  Smta 
8«g^  SO,  1837 ;  Dd>.  of  Coogr.,  Xm,  p.  3IS. 
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could  bring  no  luaUtoncc.'  As  all  Uie  blame  was  imputed 
to  the  fiaaDcial  policy  of  the  admiui&tration,  it  was  ouiisid- 
ered  lUat  tho  gfivcnimcnt  sliould  nuw  cumu  to  the  rescue. 
Only  the  account  was  uot  jtrcecnted  to  Jack&ou,  but  tu  liis 

rtuiiato  heir. 

Van  Itiireiir  wlio  bad  entered  the  oflice  mth  no  programuie 
but   Ibat  of  iinitattnj^  liid  jtrcdcocssor,  Jaclfson,  lUaa  saw 

ima;]£,  dnriug  bis  rerjr  first  weeks  in  tlie  presidency-,  face 
face  witli  ft  new  uiitl  great  prubloin,  wliicli  wati  destined 
constitote  the  moat  injport*nt  chapter  in  tlie  bistory 
of  bi«  adminisLra.tion.  We  must  do  him  tlie  justice  to  say 
tJtat  he  was  maJi  better  fitted  for  tlie  tiu-k  of  meeting  it 
than  the  majunt/  of  oongresa.  In  this  one  question  he 
realljr  evinced  oonrage,  tiiinne&s  and  statesmanlike  insigbt; 
and  it  was  important  euon>rh  to  make  the  victory  whicli  he 
won  in  it  figure  aa  a  large  credit  against  the  debit  whicli 
ooujttitnted  ibe  rest  of  tlie  luiconnt  of  bin  udministralion. 

Hie  position  of  the  president  was  a  very  diSlcnlt  one. 

ocli  aa  tbo  ^'iiilt  of  bis  prcdeco&sor  was  exaggerated,  It 

nld  not  b«  denied  tli::L  he  was  not  entirely  without  blame. 
But  if  this  was  adnutted,  it  was  neccfrsarily  impossible,  coo- 
"'"Vring  tho  frightful  excitement  in  the  conntry,  to  obtain 

•m  the  people  a  meainrably  riilional  and  eqnilabin  jiidg- 
nicut  as  to  the  extent  and  nature  of  that  guilt     And  it  must 


I  Jacboo  wrote,  on  llie  OLk  of  Julx.  1S37:  "TLe  liiatoi;  of  the  world 
PKva  ban  neordcd  micb  Ikisc  (nsftchoi;  and  porfldj-  en  kw  )»<'ti  committed 
^  tfan  deposit  baohi  agahwt  the  garomnteoti  and  punb'  wiUi  the  view  oC 
gntUyfaig  Biddle  ntd  Uw  Buiagt,  and  by  the  rdtumtjUun  of  a^yaa  puf- 
BHtilf,  deBntdc.  ODlHunH  and  rub,  if  Ihcy  coold,  Uicir  own  csoiiliy,  lot 
the  adfiib  new*  o(  luiikiDtr  largv  (irottte  l>y  tJin>win)f  out  inillions  of  iiopr«> 
oatnl  {upiv  upon  the  people  — wUiiw  their  ipctic  ibt  iMxga  prcmionu,  ond 
bujiuA  uptheirotntp^peratdJjcouiitsof  iwentr-live  to  UTty  per  cent.,  and 
now  lookiBff  ferwnd  to  be  indulfed  in  these  spetiolatioiu  for  yean  to  come, 
IwloR  Ihej  mrame  specie  psiymeiita."  Niles,  LIl,  p.  870.  See  hIm  bU 
lBUero(th«17thof  Deoenber,  ie87,to  Uos«s  DawKHL  Ibid.,  Ull,pp. 
314. 31& 
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liave  b«eQ  more  difflcult  jet  to  make  it  apparect  that  irhal 
wae  bad  ■would  be  only  made  ■worse,  if  Bimpir  tl»e  rererw 
of  that  which  was  origittally  really  wrong  ia  Jaokun'i 
policy,  or  which  was  first  to  draw  evil  coaseqaeiieos  after  it, 
were  to  be  done  now.  In  great  oconoraic  crises,  ignorance, 
oonscioiieness  of  gnilt  and  excitement  always  join  Lands  to 
drag  the  government  into  the  prisonor'a  dock,  and  tlier  will 
always  be  inclined  'to  make  it  a  demand  of  hcaJthy  common 
BCI1S0  and  an  iinasaailable  logical  dednction,  that.  legishuion 
fihoidd  now  veer  about  and  steer,  under  full  canras*  in  tbe 
opposite  direction.  In  an  addrcw  liandod  by  a  oommillee 
of  the  merchants  of  New  York  to  the  president  on  tbe  Sd 
of  May,  we  read :  "  The  error  of  our  rulers  has  produced  ft 
wider  dcfioktion  than  the  ]M»ti]eDce  which  depopulated  our 
streets,  or  the  conflagration  whicli  laid  them  in  aahei.''' 
That  the  crisis  was  to  be  considered  the  effect  of  "any  ex- 
cessive derelopmcnt  of  mercantile  foterpriee,"  was  coDtested 
in  express  terms.  On  the  other  hand,  it  wa^  emphatically 
alleged  thftt  New  Tork  considered  itself  "  an  adequate  judge 
of  all  queations  connected  with  the  trade  and  cnrreo^uf 
the  country;"  and  then  sentence  of  dea^  was  pronounued 
on  tho  financial  policy  of  tlie  last  administration  in  partio- 
tilar.  This  was  the  tone  and  character  of  tho  namCKiiil 
addresses  and  representations  which  adnionishod  the  pR«> 
dent  to  do  his  "  doty,"  and  to  afford  redress. 

VaD  Buren  bore  tbe  atorm  bravely.  He  repelled  all  rt- 
proachca  with  dodeion,  but  with  no  bittcrtic&e,  aud  dedaml 
that  he  could  not  surrender  his  old  views,  which  were  weU 
known  to  the  country.  Only  in  one  point  was-  ho  sooi 
obliged  to  yield,  Tbo  deputation  from  New  York  hud  re- 
qnested  him  to  convoke  congresa  in  extraordinary  session. 
He  answered  that  he  saw  no  reason  to  so  convoke  it.  H« 
was  obliged  to  come  to  a  better  conviction.    The  flttspeuaiofij 

■  Kiloa,  Ul.  p.  IM. 
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of  specie  paymenU  made  it  impossible  fer  the  goTemment 
to  complv  witli  tlio  provigiotu  of  the  law  of  the  23d  of  June. 
1636,  on  the  keeping  of  the  public  moneys.'  ITence,  some 
otber  difiposilioti  had  to  be  made  of  them  by  law.  Bo&ide^ 
all  the  matured  depodts  vera  unsvaitable,  at  least  to  the 
extent  that  the  administration  did  not  wieh  to  receive  them 
in  depreciatetl  piiper.  As  tJiere  wa»  further  prospect  of  a 
Urge  rcdnction  of  income,  especially  from  datiee,  it  was 
inevitable  that  the  admiui&tration  would  soon  be  greatly 
embarrassed.  One  year  after  the  hotly  contested  question, 
hoir  the  government  sliould  dispose  of  the  opprefiHive  surplua, 
had  been  finally  decided,  congress  had  to  be  linstily  convened 
in  order  to  procure  for  the  administration  the  means  which 
wero  merely  necessary  to  support  itself,  and  it  oould  dis- 
cover no  expedient  but  tlis  creation  of  a  new  national  debt 
in  the  form  of  troasnry  warrants.*  Party  [wlitics  cliargod 
thla  also  to  Van  Buren's  account. 

Congress  met  on  the  -ith  of  September,  1837.  In  the 
honse  of  representatives,  the  strength  of  the  opposing  par- 
ties was  immediately  eridenued  by  the  choice  of  the  speaker. 
James  K.  Polk,  the  mlmimstratloD  oandidate,  received  one 
hundred  aud  sixteen  rotes,  only  three  more  than  were  ro- 
quired  for  an  election.'  Tbere  was  confioqueutly  not  much 
wanting  to  place  the  administration  in  tlie  condition  of  a 
minority;  for  it  \vaa  by  no  means  a  matter  of  ajurse  that  all 
who  adhered  to  it  generally  would  share  the  views  of  tho 
[tresident  In  the  altoverahadowing  flnaacial  qiieetiOD  also. 


'  Ajoaag  Uie  obligalioDi  which  Uie  banlu  were  oliligvd  to  undertak«  ia 
wderto  get  the  dopouU,  wm  Ihi*  onei  "To  credit  aa  ■pccio.  all  Rumt 
■lopoKtcd  tbcrciD  to  the  avdit  of  die  treunrer  of  the  tTnlteil  Stat«a,  and 
lo  psj  ill  checks,  wmtaiita.  or  draft*,  drawn  on  »iich  d«ipoaitB,  in  ipedo  i*. 
nqa^td  by  tli«  bolder  Ihennf."    Stat,  at  L.,  V,  p.  69. 

•Uw  of  Oct.  12. 1837.    Stat.stL.,V,p.201. 

■Del),  of  Coagt.,  XIII,  [..  4«1. 
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And  Van  Bnren  had,  inileed,  liift  own  ipedal  views  ud  llio  *ai>- 
ject.  Tliit  mt!5saj2e  was  not  confined  to  tracing  the  cmugs  oI 
tlio  urUia  and  {iroposing  means  to  reinore  llie  gorerament'i 
want  oP  money  nt  the  momont.  It  is  a  docnmeDt  of  lasting 
ht»li<riraJ  interest  only  becauae  it  in  an  exhaostirc  mnnnti 
Ropporu  a  pUn  of  an  entirely  newoi^ganiEatloD  of  the  utmia* 
i«tntfon  of  the  Snanc««.  It  ms  shamcf  ol  to  **  po»tpone  "  the 
piTinrat  of  t]ie  fonrth  inetallment  of  the  sarpIuB;  and  it 
wti  >UII  more  ahaoioful,  u  'Webster  aaid,  to  driro  away  the 
hank  notes  oompletcly  by  gold  and  ^rer  in  tlte  fifth  yew  (ff 
tin  expcrimeot,  aod  to  prapoee  a  "  n^oUr  oiaimoo  of  paper 
noncT.**'  Gimt  as  die  opfMMtaaitiee  thos  affdcded  to  the 
opfMMtiou  for  amaitint  thntsiB  vac,  moaay  had  to  be  fn- 
eared,  and  tbeee  capedieots  Uy  neandt  at  hand-  Tbey  wvn 
an  the  lo»9  adaptui  to  a  decifliTO  attadt  oa  die  adminiiitn- 
tkici,  aa  they  bora  an  entirely  tempocBrr  eharader.  Leariii; 
the  nev  sptew,  the  introdactiaD  of  miuch  the  prestdeot  ad- 
vocated, oat  of  eoQ5)denitkin.Bodun^  invulred  a  principle  of 
•mj  ia^wrtaaoe  emxpt  Ihb  ifcwlarafinei  o£  the  meaiage  that 
H>  apacifto  aid  Aevld  be  eipeetod  &wb  Ae  admiiUslntiea 
ia  reapett  to  the  ac«d  of  the  momeat;  any  attempt  to  aSoii 
MMh  aM  voaM  be  ta  aoafic*  vikh  tha  peStiQal  Mtnre  of  th» 
nfMnaOkSM  woan  n  Mj^oad  flha  eaHtititKwa]  power  cf 
the  KwWnl  KO^wanant'     1W  dnaaeiaCiMa  vfatdi  tUi 

*LMrfOEM«Hin^SM.atUT.^M.   TW  

bav*  Ww  ■*!•  «■  Ik*  Ml  tf  1i       ij.  VSmt  Wt  «»  li— uj  kad  ■ 

« WAA.^  ir«iki.  rr.  |L  wl 
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declamtion  called  forth,  foand,  it  may  be  readily  imagioedt  a 
lood  echo  among  tho  people;  but  they  were  rather  doclaroR- 
tione  with  demagogical  flights  than  arj^umcnt*.'  Van  Bnren 
mtgooetionably  merited  well  of  the  country,  bceanite  he  ro- 
fneed  lits  cooperation,  in  accordance  with  the  guardianship 
principle  of  the  old  abftolntisms,  to  aocustom  the  ]>eopIe  of 
the  rvpablic  also,  to  see  tlie  government  enter  aa  a  saving 
£i«v»  «B  nuzehina^  in  every  calamity  brouglit  about  by  their 
own  fnnlt  and  folly. 

Tlie  new  Bystem  which  the  prcaidont  propoied  consisted 
simply  in  this,  that  the  pnblic  moneys  should  heneefortli  be 
adtniniatered  by  the  govemmont  iteelf  entirely  indcpoad- 

Bovamoumt.  aikI  that  Uuir  adoptioa  woutd  not  promote  Urn  real  und  per- 
nuuwDt  wel£iro  o(  tboao  the;  miffltt  b«  destgaed  to  aid."  Statetm/a 
Van^  II.  pp.  ll't^  1177. 

'  I  boo  Iraveoat  of  oonHdnnUion  the  grant  oootioveTq'  whetherthe  g«n- 
Mtl  gOfWniDliit  bu  the  ri^ttt  and  wli«tb!^r  it  it  itt  dat7,  betidn  ijold  tad 
•ilrer  moi]«T,  to  afote  "a  national  ciurmicy."  A  critical  vxamintitaon  of 
tlM  qoi^tion  from  the  itanii|K>itit  of  oiMutitutioua]  law,  would  not  be  pO«- 
■ibl»  withoot  an  nboiutive  eipoution  of  its  hHtorical  dsrvlopnient;  but 
(his  b«loae*mthnrtO)thititAr)>(if  finann*,  and  would  eiin7 uc  too  fnr  hoRL 
I  wnold  Dnly  rrm^  jurt  now  Uiftt  I  ronader  the  arjrumciit  of  Webster 
and  ot  the  other  whiftM  in«f  iilatil<>,  and  thsit  unb^tpj  as  they  BOem  to  me 
to  bkve  beeu  lu  their  po«itiv«  proposals,  I  mgitxt  vith  theor  opinion  in  this, 
thai  the  BOv«RiniGut  should  liave  inado  um  of  this  right  In  th«  oenEiim 
Bgiiast  them  in  tho  t«ct,  I  haw  had  in  mind  odI:^  su^  expreouona  ui  thi-* 
of  Webster:  "  It  i*.  hnwever,  to  th«  credit  of  thu  prpsidi-nt.  that  hi*  has 
[iTCn,  in  BaoBiOjiuvDcal  and  int«lligihl<>  manner,  his  T<>nKin«  for  not  rrcom- 
ndinff  a  plan  for  the  idief  of  Ibi*  countT>';  «>ni  thry  arc.  that,  uccxtrding 
I  his  views,  it  is  not  within  the  oonstitutional  prorinw  of  govotnmcnt.  I 
I  this  dcdantMo  is  to  me  quite  Bstoandinei  and  I  cannot  but  think 
^fkat.  iriieo  it  comes  to  he  conaiilered.  it  will  produce  a  Bbock  thioagboat 
tb«  oovntic;.  This  avowed  disregard  ioi  tho  pnblic  diatntav.  upon  Uw 
grwuti  ct  tlie  alleged  want  of  jiow^t;  Uii*  eicliuive  oononn  for  the  int^r- 
)«tof  gDnrnnKBtnadnTi>nuo;  thi;  broo/i  lino  of  distinction,  now.  fortha 
Hrat  time,  drawn  between  tho  ioteresta  of  the  iroTumincnlniicl  the  int4.tTM4 
ot  the  people,  mosl  eeitainljr  he  regarded  &s  commendns  a  new  na  in  oar 
poiiliai."  Welwt.'fl  Wwk».  IV,  pp.  813,  814.  See  also  D«b,  of  Congr^ 
HU,pp,  380, 385w  43ft.  4&i. 
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terial  enteebling  of  the  party  becntiM  of  the  inooneisteticy. 
The  great  mftjority,  therefore,  turned  their  ooota  with  tho 
nme  safe  BeU-complacenc; as  Benton,  and  thow  who  did  Dot 
4i>  to  had  other  reuoos  for  it  than  tho  vote  on  the  Qordoa 
ootioii. 

What  Benton  had  said  on  the  part  vbicb  the  state  banks 

liad  been  made  to  play  in  the  struggle  with  the  United  States 

Bank  was  not  incorreet,  but  it  waa  only  half  the  truth.  Very 

many  of  those  who  had  tnken  part  in  Jackson's  crusadewere 

iotereated,  not  so  much  in  the  abolition  of  the  United  Statoa 

Sank  u  in  the  dcetruetion  of  the  great  competitor  of  the 

rest  of  the  banks.     In  the  democratic  party,  too,  there  were 

many  whose  material  interests  were  inoBtintimatcIy  connected 

with  the  weal  and  woe  of  the  b&nke.    The  dirorce  between 

the  government  and  the  banks  now  appeared  to  them  as  the 

taking  away  of  the  advantage  which  the  banks  had  reaped 

from  the  government  deposits.    Others,  besides,  might  bare 

«hftred,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  apprehensiunft  which  the 

"independent  treasury,"  politically  considered,  excited.    A 

onmplnte  nnd  unreserved  defining  of  their  position  waa  not 

to  be  expected  of  them.    They  wei-e  far  removed  from  wiah- 

ing  to  desert  to  the  cnmp  of  the  whigA,  who  hoped  to  see  the 

attional  bank  rise  ngnin  on  the  ruins  of  the  great  crash. 

They  agreed  with  tho  latter  only  Jn  not  wanting  the  inde- 

HSmdent  treasury,  and  on  this  |)o{nt  both  could  join  hands 

^Tfllhont  giving  np  tlioir  party  in  thw  ivH.     Party  diaciph'ne 

could  not  be  enfoi-ced  with  the  severity  otherwise  pccnliar  to 

the  democrats,  becniige  ihe  question  had  just  been  niised  by 

^Bc  prcaideot's  iniliiuivc,  and  thorufore  could  not  acquire, 

^fcmpletely,  the  diameter  of  a  party  question  until  tlio  nent 

^pcctiotiB.     Whether  it  wcmld  lead  tu  great  disarrnngement 

of  party  condiUona.  conld  not  now  ho  pereoivod.    It  did  not 

aoem  entirely  frapoesiblo,  if  the  cnrrcnts  among  the  maasea 

oorpwponded.  to  tlie  cliaugea  of  ixisitiou  in  congress. 
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Hie  eeparatioD  of  Calhoun  from  his  allien  luthcrto  canwd 
the  greatest  cxcitemuit.  The  reproach  made  by  the  latta  | 
that  he  bnd  gone  over,  bng  und  bu^^goge,  to  the  camp  of  the , 
admintBtration,  was  nnfoundcd.  It  was  do  longer  at  all  in 
his  power  to  beloDg  to  a  ]»arty  after  the  manner  of  most  p*^- 
iticians.  And  cron  DOw  his  camp  was  his  owd  tent;  onJj'  be 
rcaiovcd  it  near  to  tho  firca  of  the  army  of  the  adminiatra 
tion.  Ue,  indeed,  fought  with  the  latter,  but.  as  he  had 
always  done,  he  strove  only  for  himaelf  and  his  cause.  What 
was  an  end  to  ht6  present  companions  in  arms  was  to  hiio 
onlv  a  mcau»  to  hie  own  ends.  lo  his  views  on  tho  econoinie 
questions  there  was  mucli  that  was  right,  much  that  m»i 
confused,  and  some  things  wliich  were  absurd.*  Hi«to7f  | 
xoaj  pass  them  over,  for  they  contain  no  new  truth  and 
exercised  no  determining  inflaenee  on  Uie  history  of  his 
ooa&try.  Tlie  substanuo  of  his  political  life  is  exliansted  Id 
two  wordu,  slavery  and  stato-sovereigoty.  Tbo  presumahly 
&vorable  opportunity  to  make  a  hard  tight  for  tho  latter  it 
was  which  even  now  determined  his  reaolve.  "Tbo  gorom- 
jncnt  stands  in  a  position  discntan^ed  from  the  past,  nnd 
freer  to  choose  its  fnture  conrso  than  it  ever  has  been  &iote 
ita  cummenc«ment^  We  are  about  to  take  a  fresh  start.  I 
move  off  under  the  State-Rights  banner,  and  go  ia  the  di^e^ 
tion  in  whicli  I  bare  been  so  long  moving.  .  .  ,  I  shall 
use  my  be^t  efforts  to  give  an  asoondancy  to  the  pmt  «0A- 
KrvativG  priui^ple  of  state  sovumgtity  over  tho  dangentt 
and  deKpotic  doctrine  of  consolidation."' 


*  Tbe  (oUorring  Mntoioc  reminds  OM  Of  JeBccvea'ii  gnat  807107,  ttrf 
IbotfBSottrBedomtevnndtobe  maniaed  errrr  thirty  yean  with  Uoai: 
**8on«e(Maiy[sllMrvdiictfOiiof  tfaouxniiietorefonn.thstl  an  1 
lo  lesard  >^  ••  a  politicsl  tnanm  in  tite  alBtos,  tliat  on  iraporeriabsd ! 

niT.  ones  iu  ft  eenenlioo,  at  lenst,  is  shnoit  ladiiiWDefthle  to  tlw  ^ 

tion  of  tlivir  inadtnliona  and  lib^t;.**    Calh.'t  Works  Itl  dcSSSLI 
Ibid..  UI,  p.  91.  ■«-  — 

•Ibid..  UI..  p.  9L 


_ifti 


oalhovn's  mistakk. 

'Tt  16  anrprising,  at  the  Brat  bliidh,  to  t,ee  the  question  ])re- 
ilcdin  thipafjKtct.  Bnt  it,  in  fitct,fiillj explains  Callimiu'a 
chftogc  uf  ulliiuicv.  Ilie  Blliiuic^--  will)  tliu  u'liig«,  lie  ca^-s, 
was  directed  (*t\\y  against  Jackson,  wlio,  id  his  srbitrarj  gov- 
ernment, relied  on  an  entirciv  porsomil  perty.  Tliis  was  now 
diatsolved.  and  the  adminidtralion  weakened  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  nothing  more  was  to  he  apprehended  fruiu  ]L 
People  had  returned  to  the  point  at  whicli  the  procens  of 
oonitolidation  had  begnn.  and  at  which  iitoiio,  from  tliu  nature 
of  the  the  thing,  it  couhi  have  a  ho^nnlng.  The  executive 
ooold  never  again  grow  powerFiiI  enough  to  become  gnUfcy 
of  art?  I'f  iisi.rpiition  nnpmii-^hed,  iiriless  congress  had  first 
overstepped  ita  legitimate  jjowers.  It  wm  ncccsBiiry  once 
more  now  to  giiai-d  against  this  danger.  That  danger  im- 
pended now,  ae  it  had  formerly,  from  the  wliigs,  whom  he 
had  joined  only  to  trcak  Juckson'*  autocracy.  Tlicy  were 
endeavoring  to  restore  the  connection  of  the  go\*emmoot 
with  the  money  po\ver,  a  connection  which  had  been,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  dissolved  by  the  cra^h.  Van  Baren,  who  was 
not  able  to  cntcrt-iiii  any  nsnrping  desire  himself,  wished  to 
Icr  them  in  thifi,  and  make  it  impos»ible  in  the  fntnre. 
tnce  his  (Calhonn's)  place  was  evidently  at  the  side  of  the 
sident.  It  waa  not  ha  that  had  changed,  but  there  was 
another  question  awaiting  its  decision.  The  "  natural "  di- 
visioa  of  parties,  and  the  one  most  salutary  to  the  country, 
of  litate'righl^  and  national,  was  again  being  accomplislicd.' 
Who  could,  thou,  doubt  on  which  side  he  would  be  found! 
jVIlerwurdi,  as  before,  lie  was  an  "honest  nollifier.'*' 

'" .  ■  <  Tlio  political  partJM  will  tkcuin  lie  fonued  on  Lhfl  old  and 
nafaml  ^Twon  ol  ctate  rights  and  niLtioual.  which  diridad  them  a.t  tha 
■jTarni""''*' Ti"^' ti  luid  whkL  experieD^.'O  litu  ahown  u  th&t  diviewm  ot  pafty 
noit  ooagivnial  to  our  apt£ia,  oud  moct  fiirorahle  to  ita  nioceuful  opera- 
tion."  in  the*o-c«Ued  Edgefield  letter  of  NcTeBiberS,L837.  NiW.Un. 
PP.2I7,2I& 

■ "  Ba  baloogad  b>  no  par^  but  the  italo-n^to  put;;  aad  wiobed  to 
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Galhoua  vras  miatakeo  in  one  point,  and  tbst  die  most 
material.  Tlie  victory  oF  tbe  admiaistration  oonld  never 
torn  to  tlie  advantage  of  the  fitate-rigbttin.  Tho  indepeod- 
eat  treasnrr  gave  the  adminletration  of  tbe  finmnceB  a  realljr 
political  (etaAtlich^n)  character  for  the  first  time,  and  it 
therefore  nmst  hare  contributed  to  tite  political  growing 
together  of  the  states  of  the  Union.  But  no  one  will  wUli 
to  claim  that  Calhoun  had  not  really  deceived  liim&elf  on 
this  point.  The  cbar^  hronght  by  his  former  aasociatcc 
that  he  had  treucherously  abandoned  them  in  onler  to  find  a 
new  prospect  for  his  penonal  ambition,  is  deeticute  of  all 
foundation.  His  description  of  the  situation  eorreaponds, 
in  evcr^'thing,  with  Uie  facta.  Unquestionablj,  be  sajrs,  wt 
should  have  been  able  entirely  to  overthrow  the  present  pos- 
■ewKira  of  power  had  the  alliance  been  continued;  but  the 
victory  would  liave  been  of  advantage  exclusively  to  our 
allies  and  their  cause.  Whatever  Intanncdiate  stages  tbe 
■iraggle  might  go  through,  the  development  of  events  ended 
in  the  alternative  uf  u  new  natiunal  bank,  or  of  the 
pendent  treasury. 

Hie  whigs  recogaized  x\\\%  clearly,  and  they  therefon 
not  only  argued  against  the  proposals  of  the  president,  bat 
they  denounced  tlium  with  a  want  of  moderation  which  wbs 
an  insult  both  to  decency  and  reason.  The  message  was  in- 
tended to  be  a  declaration  uf  war  ugnJnst  all  banks.'  Tbe 
goreniment  wished  to  dissolve  ita  connection  with  the  peo- 
ple; the  money  of  the  people  was  too  bad  for  iL     Its  aristo- 

b« considaied  nnHtms  raon  than  a  plain  and  bonnt  DttDifiar."    Chlb-'i 
WoriB,  in.  p.  101. 

'  "Tbe  Innla  are  Dot  left  to  the  mcrcj  of  tbdr  oeaion,  bat  ihej  on 
\a  be  gnxmd  by  tbe  tender  nenues  of  tbis  adiitiiuitiatMii,  wfatob  broo^ 
tbeiB  t«  tbe  vor  condltioa  whiob  b  now  calculated  to  reiuler  tbrm  adnoi) 
and  ti>  fumliththo  ptvt«xt  fiir  ofttvontn^r  tlietn  uid  Ibeir  dobtun."  H.  A. 
Wine,  ci  TitKiaia.  to  Ute  Ho«*«  of  ItepnKDtatirM.  Dob.  eC  Coocr^  XIIL 
p.4S8l 
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erratic  fingers  slioald  touch  only  gold  Aud  silver,  even  if  in 
coQscquence  the  moncv'  of  :lte  people  slioiild  Itecome  wortli- 
lesa  scrape  of  papor.  Wliat  was  now  wimted  was  not  a»  in- 
dependent treasuryeliip,  but  a  treasory-bnuk.  Tlie  executive 
now  dctDnndod  to  have  tlic  pnrse  as  wr-ll  as  the  sword  of  the 
people.  To  give  it  would  he  the  heginning  of  the  end;  and 
the  fnthore  of  the  republic  voold  hare  shed  their  blood  io 
Tain,  riotureg  were  drawn  of  the  unlimited  deepoti»m 
trbioh  would  tlien  plnco  its  brazen  foot  on  the  neck  of  the 
people,  pictnreB  which  remind  one  of  the  horrible  dramas 
in  the  theatrical  stalls  at  European  fairs  to  which  the  care 
for  the  higher  intellectoal  education  of  tiie  mauses  is  left' 
And  before  all^  it  was  done  by  the  great  liead  of  the  whige. 
HIb  taste  woa  too  good  to  permit  him  to  paint  with  the  white* 


1^' 


'  1  woald  iwk  leaTO  to  gira  bote  a  Bomewhat  lengthy  illustnitioa  of  th« 
[Waoe  in  which  the  annge  politician  i»  yroal  to  datho  bis  oSIdai 
lyalho*.  Naylor,  of  Peon^Lraaia.  hlLiI  in  tho  liouao  of  rvi>tvmatativ(!e : 
"Sir,  thit  Kheiae  propoMa  to  pl&M  ia  ihe  Uttndji  U  isiiividuo.!*  who  a-m 
depflndetit  alone  oo  the  will  of  the  pn«Ul«RL  for  thoir  conlinuiuiw  in  office, 
all,  7«a  all  tbe  ooanlleia  millioiu  of  the  nione;  of  thii  gorommont,  for  di»- 
bdnrainil  aod  Mfe-kecpiDg.  These  m«ii  are  ta  lecein  it,  bold  it,  uae  it, 
when  aud  a»  they  please,  with  do  eartUj-  bamer  between  it  aad  the  temp- 
tation to  Bppropriata  if  to  tb^r  own  uwt,  which'the  poraonol  cit<tody  of 
■oeh  tnuDCDN  treuuns  must  offer,  tlmn  the  foeble  raatraiiitai  of  poor,  weak, 
bnUia  hamaii  nature,  aad  ths  feai  of  the  oonacqucDcn  which  might  reaalt 
bom  an  altimata  dcfawtion.     .    .    . 

"  I  aak,  wbat  ia  ii?  Wity>  sir,  it  ii  a  bill  fur  unrstiDi;  tlio  flaw  cd  our 
pnvpenly — for  subTertiug  the  fuadajnental  pnociploa  of  our  rapubUc^ 
a  bill  for  latins  the  eenuir-atone  of  dRKpotinm.  How  do  tboM  in  powar 
noommend  it  to  ob?  What  arpunenta  do  tliey  nice  in  favor  of  its  adop- 
tioa?  *  Ob,' tha;  cay, '  it  it  BO  now  scheme.  It  existiinFmief);  itftoar- 
(l&ni  in  Pnmia  and  Anstna— it  bos  grown  into  Eull  uid  Tigijroiiii  pccfcc- 
fldB  la  Boaria  It  pnvaila  in  Tturkey.  and  in  every  deapottam  of  the  uew 
sod  old  vmid.' 

"  My  heart  thuddttn.  my  blood  curdle*  at  their  leoomnkcndatioiis.  In 
ereiy  counti?  tmder  heaven  when  such  a  lystom  prevrnk.  the  people  jue 
tanplad  on  and  plaadcnd  ol  their  njilild;  Krouud  down  to  the  vecy  dtut 
bf  tba  awfol  dtspotiam  of  tfaedr  nilun;  boujiht  und  sold  lilte  cattle  with  the 
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wnaherV  hnisl),  Ittit  In  hts  anger  and  ze&T  he  orerahot  llie 
mark  fttrtliei*  than  anj  one  else.  Clay  declared  the  pren- 
dent's  project  nnconstittitioQal,  and  its  execution  simply  tin- 
ponible.* 

ctirtli,  periKrnted  brpowor,  pltindonKl  by  thMftvarrnib-tmunreii,  'diluid 
bi  the  brutes  and  teUond  to  tlieamL'    .    .    . 

"Where an  I?  I«  it  poniblfttbftt  htre,  in  tliix  mi^tj capita) of  11m 
onljfrve  repnblbon  earth,  irith  tjicdcodiof  our  KalUobfatheiBstil]  Bicca 
in  oor  memories,  vrith  bevi  luid  tticro  ime  of  Lbpir  ILngerinit  asaoeiatM  nor 
gutag  upon  our  dflibciutlont,  and  tfa«  Uiandcn  of  Torict«wa  jrct  lu^png 
in  OUT  i^MTM  —  ia  it  powlble,  I  aay.  undn  tliew  tawmmrinncei,  tbat  m  no 
calinlj  tinton  to  a  propHition  ta  abandon  the  tettl^d  polic;  of  oor  gortn- 
nwnb  Eroin  ibi  Iwfftnnini;  to  thin  dny.  dettpiae  and  dimounoe  the  wadou  tt 
ibi  imnortal  fotindor,  nijGct  n  oaune  wfaich  hu  secured  on  onexatapM 
pnMjKriLj  to  our  couaLiy,  and  tho  ntinoet  stiutch  ot  lilwity  to  cniraelTn, 
and  turn  back  and  affectionately  embnoe  — hug  to  our  boMnnn,  aa  jemU 
above  all  price,  the  bwrWoiu  iiut^tutioaa  ol  the  dark  and  beoicrlitcil  det- 
potisnis  of  th»  dd  world!  Am  we  to  turn  a  dwtf  auto  tlw  ooraudtof 
onr  isTolutionu;  mgCM,  luid  rcocir«  for  onr  goido  tbd  wbitruy  iliiina  of 
autocmti  and  (jrants?  Sir,  is  the  republican  aeed.  Mattered  far  and  wvk 
by  Onr  immortid  nnt,  to  be  eradtcated  mth  «ur  own  hnada  —  utd  an  m 
to  tramplant  into  oar  fertile  wul  the  sickly  «hoot<  of  d«poti>iii.  and  msM, 
and  water,  and  chttlih  them  into  hnUth  nod  liftoe,  and  ftaetUeattef 
Hearcn  foibid."    Deb.  of  Gongr.,  XIII,  pp.  m,  &M. 

■ "  We  me  told  tluit  it  ii  noooaury  to  ieporate,  divono  Iba  govainiVt 
tmm  tbe  banks.  l«t  ta  not  be  deluded  by  aono^  Senaton  laigfafeM 
well  tolkof  wpaiatingthe  gvireninient  from  tiieetntea,  or  from  (lie  pMpbk 
or  from  the  ooontry.  Wo  arc  all— poople — etatet — Udim — badta, 
boond  up  and  intcrwoTen  tooother,  nnitod  in  fortnna  and  dntiny,  uid  alt 
all  entiticd  to  the  protocting  care  of  a  pomntnl  gortnumat  You  may  u 
woll  »tt<-ii)pt  to  make  the  KOremment  bnathe  a  diffntmb  air,  dnnk  a  ^- 
fen>nt«>ati!r,bo1iland  wann«lbfa£ffnmtion  (romtbepeoids!  A  go*- 
eninont,  an  official  oorpa — thtaerTantaof  the  people  —  gtitUnnc  in  gdd, 
and  the  people  themMlrefl—thetrmaMtoi^— boned  in  ninand  winotinded 
mth  mg*.  .  .  .  Raving,  I  think,  Mr.  PRatdcnt,  ahown  that  the 
pHgcctof  tbcadmijuitrattoD  i«  neithedefinhla  nor  pcaottcablc,  nor  within 
the  conatitntioaal  power  of  the  geDRial  govemmenti  Mr  jut:  and  that  it 
ia  conttoir  to  the  babila  of  the  people  e(  the  United  SlitM,  aud  ia  da^ar- 
ODB  to  tbeir  libeitiee,  1  might  ban  doM  nv  rwaMka."  da^'a  BpaaakM, 
U,  pp.  338,  !B3,  3M. 
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dcclajiiAtory  part  of  the  speeches  natarally  ontered  at 
r  and  weut  out  »t  the  other,  and  the  ftrgiimeiit,  to  iay 
the  least,  did  not  compel  conviction.  In  tlio  eeuale,  the  ad- 
ministration did  uut  auccecd  in  keeping  it«  party  together 
cntirdjr;  but  the  so-callod  sub-trcasnrj  bill  waa,  notnithstaad- 
io(?,  possod  liv  twenty-six  R^inst  twenty  volcH.'  In  the  house 
of  reprcaeutatives.  tlie  defection  was  great  enough  to  defeat 
the  bill  for  this  sessior.  The  so-called  conservatives,  who 
8e|MUmted  tJioni!»etveH  from  the  administration  ou  the  ques- 
tioD,  by  no  meaiia  joined  in  the  wild  cry  of  the  opposition. 
They  ihns  fur  avoided  a  forma!  decision.  Clark,  of  New 
York,  mmlc  n  motion  to  lay  tlie  bill  on  the  tiihlc,  and  baaed 
his  propoaitioii  on  his  desire  to  Icuni  what  the  views  of  hiB 
coitstitueots  on  it  were.  This  moUou  was  adopted  by  a  rote 
of  one  hnndred  aiid  nineteen  against  one  hundred  aocl 

KTbedeciaion  was  formally  ]ioat[Knied,  but,  as  a  matter  of 
It,  the  president  had  aiiffered  a  defeat,  and  everything 
jmed  to  point  to  the  ooncliieioQ  that  the  futnre  had  still 
lionler  blows  in  store  for  him.  The  fall  elections  of  183T 
showed  what  n  great  political  inflnence  the  crash  had  had. 
Above  all,  a  complete  change  had  taken  place  in  the  most 
powerful  state  in  the  Union.  Kew  York,  whose  politiciana 
had  demanded  hh  a.  right  that  one  of  her  gons  should  be  ele- 
vated to  the  presidential  chair,  now  turned  tier  hack  on  that 
very  son.  The  party  oi^ns  admi  tted  that,  in  a  general  elee- 
Hmi,  the  party  could  not  have  Btood  the  etorm  which  wiS 
Tigiiig'  over  the  country,' 

'Del),  ol  Conir-,  Kill.  p.  4«. 

*D«b.(i{CouKr..  XlII,  p.M3. 

' "  In  the  lat«  oonvulBioD,  it  u  not  to  be  deniod,  norliaTC  m  tnrdaidtd, 
tiiat  the  dtiBoeratie  porij  wm  tiutkoa  to  ita  center.  Had  a  praidentill 
decUati  billtD  nson  that  period,  it  would  probably  have  been  oTeitiiTovn. 
Ko  inrtf  maid  ewer  ■gcDawfiiity.  in  n  fffinnnl  «Iocban,  face  such  a  tompMt 
a  diea  Bveitt,  rairisg  and  howling,  oner  the  l&ucL"   Hie  "  Demociatio  Rs* 
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The  twcntv-fifth  congrees  was  under  the  frofa  mflsente 
of  tliCM  cicutione  wtien  it  met  in  its  fir>t  regular  mssioo  ou 
the  4t)i  of  December.  It  vm  msnifuAt,  notwitltstaodiof;, 
tliat  the  ndmiaistrntioti  had  not  lost  fn^iiud,  at  least  tn  re- 
lation to  tltc  independent  treft«iir,Y>  If  tbo  Kpeecbee  of  tti< 
opposition  woru  elill  far  troia  boin^  strictly  moderate  and 
ad  rffm,  they  no  longer  endeavored  to  br&nd  the  praildent 
with  the  mark  of  Cain.  The  result  was  the  Mtno.  Tito  bill 
WAS  ftj^n  pasEod  in  tlie  senate,  and  die  boasea^tn  laid  itoa 
the  table.'  Nothing  was  done  to  p«t  an  «nd  to  tlic  proii 
sionnl  conditlou  of  the  admini&trati<jn  of  the  public  aioneyt, 
and  just  as  little  prugrc^  was  made  iu  the  general  fliuneial 
qnestion.  The  president  was  obliged,  on  tlie  li.'tli  of  iLny, 
1S3S,  to  mal{e  the  conf«d4ioo,  less  dieg;raoftfal  to  himself  thas 
to  the  ouuntry,  before  ooagre»s,  that  the  gorarnment  threaX- 
ened  to  become  insolvent,  although  it  had  deposited  over 
fS$,0O0,O(Xj  with  the  ataiea,  and  had  claims  against  banks 
ud  indiriduaU  of  o?er  ei5,O00.DO0.*  Keaorc  was  )u4  igu 
to  the  (>Bllintive  of  treaiury-notee  for  lielp  in  tlie  imniediatB 
need  of  the  j*ovcrninonC;  and  a«  to  the  rest,  the  governmeai 
held  f**t  to  its  policy  of  "Imrd  money"  in  relation  to  the 
public  income. 

If  we  were  to  form  onr  judgment  only  from  what  the  ool- 
leetion  of  the  law*  of  the  time  nfFoMs  us,  it  wonld  seem  tlut 
tlte  conlTOvcisy  on  tlie  economic  qiit'StioDS  in  July,  13S8,  i» 
roained  precisely  where  it  was  left  nt  tho  close  of  the  oxtia- 
ordinary  session  in  October,  1637.  But  the  aiCaation  had, 
nevertheless,  givatly  dmnged.  The  crutches  proposed  by  die 
adminidti-ation  carried  the  government  tbronj*h  tlio  hard 
times.     Afterwards  na  welt   as  before,  the  officera  of  die 

now,'' Sept.,  1838,  p.  5.  la  th*  December  iiumbar, p. 294, tfa»maeUiiac 
!»  nid  in  alnwotatronsArteriM. 

'Bfsvolaafaiuihundiodaadiisajftiiuttikielf-elcht.  Deb.ol  Ooogr. 
XIII.p.<IU. 

*8eueait.'i  Haiu,  U.  p.  laWi 
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to  be  goTcrnod  hy  tlie  provisions  of  tiw 
rirenlftr  of  July  11th,  1836;  find  sft  far  ««  the  innin  qnos 
'ton  wtw  concerned,  no  lejpiUy  regiilnter]  pplations  were 
i^Uincd.  bn:  the  aotnal  proviioon«l  nitoRtion  wns,  nt  bot- 
lorn.  Van  Buren'a  independent  trefwiirv.  Tn  no  particn- 
Ur  hiwl  the  opposition  lintm  nhl<>  tn  ^n  »  titep,  and  in 
the  one  rontn  qiKfttion,it  oonid  plaot-  olHtiiichjH  iii  the  wuy  ol 
the  president  only  in  a£  mttuli  tn  the  pcuple  learneil  by  cx- 
perionce  to  look  npon  ite  propliociw  fu>  ilhiflion».  If,dunng 
tilt  lirBt  inonieuteof  excileiiieiit,  thty  had  not  attained  better 
results,  what  oonid  they  expect  when  dejection  be^^n  to  tnke 
the  plaee  of  an  ovcr-stntinetl  conliilence?  And  lliic  rvTu1u> 
lioo  of  feeling  took  plnce  .tlinost  as  mpidly  lut  the  coniitjg  of 
tlie  crash.  Even  in  tlie  fall  of  1S37  evvrytUing  vna  life  and 
aetivTty.*  The  elasticity  of  the  people  did  not  forsake  tliL-m, 
sad  rich  crops  reminded  even  the  must  pubiUaniuioud  that, 
QOBsidering  tlie  boundlesa  resources  of  the  conntry,  diecoar- 
igeiment  was  a  Mn.  J3iit  the  president  cotnmiltcd  a  serious 
wior,  when,  in  his  annnal  messAf;^  of  the  4th  of  Deceml>erT 
ISSS,  he  said  he  saw  in  the  vigorous  action  of  the  people  only 
tbe  retnm  of  theoonntiy  to  ita  normal  oonditioa.*  Tltelea- 
BOD  which  lay  in  the  crisis  of  1837  was  not  entirely  lust  on 

Sir,  the  rooBtr;-  it*  rvccmamg  fiut  fmm  the  TioLent  and  taddeii  coif 

nUon  into  vhicb  it  hu  keen  lately  Umnra,    IL  cannototfaenrise  W.  when 

■niniiiiilir  Uie  immeiue  mouroes  of  tliiit  rml  continent,  uripliJcd,  an  thejr 

Kfcby  »p»ptewlw«»iB«lo«trya»d  mt^rrpriao  AckoOnrlMs^  no  other  limit 

Ihn  tbe  Ti.<Tr  knuids  d  Ihe  vaxik."    M»mo,  of  Vireinii).  in  the  Huuk  ol 

Bqiwjcntatira,  Oct  11,  1S37.    Deb.  of  Conifr..  Xlll,  ^.&:t]. 

'"Hot  m  it  len  gratiiyixiK  to  finil  that  ilic  g<ittend  buaineon  of  ibe  com- 

ant^.  do^ty  afftdud  as  it  hM  been,  U  nrriviag  with  ud^itianal  Migoj, 

i^Hf^J  fcj  tt*  Imkm*  el  thft  put,  anil  ftniiuat«d  by  the  ii(»(iea  uf  the 

btm.    Bjr  tbecurliuliuGnl  (it  papcriMUN;  by  ctirbiiiir  tho  um^ine  sod 

■llRltiircHU  Spitit  of  upcctiliitinn i  and  by  tho  honomble  applicatioit  of  all 

UiiUdo  neaiu  to  the  fullUlintint  of  obtipttions,  canfidcIlce)la■lx!eIlTe- 

l'lDl(d  bc4h  at  borne  and  abroad,  and  eSM  and  fodlity  ucuied  to  all  c|>«ttt- 
titnief  tMds."    Ibid.,  p.  1207. 
: 


» 
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the  people,  bnt  it  was  just  as  for  from  having  come  home 
to  tlicm  lui  completely  as  It  sliould  have. 

The  excitement  of  epecalstion  did  not  ranch  the  same 
height  Hs  before  the  craiOi,  but  tlio  cxtoiit  aud  Intenaltj  of 
the  crisia  would  bo  entirely  inexplicable  if  the  economic  uta- 
Ation  from  the  siiininer  of  1S3S  to  the  siininier  of  1839  bore 
witness  only  to  the  fact  of  retnrnlng  health.  The  importi 
during  the  fiscal  ytvir  (September)  1839  were  still  twenty- 
foiir  millions  te^s  than  those  of  l$3t>;  bnt  they  bad  incroased 
forty-three  millionH  ha  compared  with  the  previous  yew.' 
Money  was  a^in  aa  plenty  as  immedtalely  before  the  erim.* 
The  bunks  knew  how  to  reiip  advantage  directly  from  the 
crii«iiL  Only  the  N"ew  Turk  bunks,  which  were  retjnirvd  bv 
a  state  law  to  resnine  paymeotg  in  epecie  on  the  10th  of 
May,  1S38.  began  to  contract  immediately,  and  to  sndi  la 
extent  that  the  contraction  corresponded  reidly  to  the  OTW- 
speculation  which  had  preceded.  Tiie  amount  of  bank 
crediU  fell,  in  1S37-9,  from  $535,000,000  to  *+85,500,00(\ 
but  the  nmnber  of  banks  ro«e  from  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  to  six  bnadred  and  sixty-three,  and  their  capitml  6oo 
$290,000,000  to  $317,000,000.'  The  invitation  of  New  Torit 
to  a  general  bank  convention,  to  fix  a  date  for  the  resnmp* 
tion  of  epocio  payments  for  the  whole  country,  wms  not 
aeccptetl,  biMuini^  tlie  United  State*  Kink  of  Ppnn?v]van»i, 
ostcnciblr  out  of  consideration  for  the  smaller  baolcs,  desire) 
to  continne  the  stntutt  quo  longer.  Not  till  Augnst,  1839, 
was  it  forced  to  follow  the  example  of  New  York  and  of  the 
banks  which  the  latter  had  immediately  drawn  after  it.  But 
it  had  not  ttirned  tlio  \>aet  year  to  account  in  such  a  way  as  la 
limit  itself  now  to  the  narrower  roods  of  Ic^timate  bo&ineaL 

>  1S36.  «1«<),233.67S;    l&n.  «U9.1M.2^&;    IS33,  «101,2(M,«C«;    lS3t. 
fl'M.597,S07. 

MS3C  «»-*..(m.OOO;    1837.  »2JJ.OOO.O0O:    1838,  »209,l»O,O(»i 
VS22.O0O.OOO.    Tlie  Buml)»n  an  lakra  fiom  OiDsniBar,  p.  89. 

*  W.  0.  Sumoet,  p.  133. 
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Tt  preferred  tlie  game  of  t3ie  gambler;  and  its  means,  and  esp»- 
dally  its  credit,  were  atill  great  enougti  to  briug  on  Uie  calam- 
ibr  which  waa  already  threatening tlie  country,  within  a  rear, 
in  snch  magnitndo,  thaC,  in  certain  loaUities,  some  branchei 
of  basiQen  felt  it  even  more  severely  thuti  the  crUia  of  1 837.' 
But  there  were,  od  both  sides  of  tlie  ocean,  only  loo  niany 
ready  to  join  the  set  who^e  merry  melodies  the  distreesed 
bank  played  so  charmingly.  All  kinds  of  American  jiaper 
again  found  the  best  market  in  London.  Neither  the  means 
nor  tlie  datii-e  of  apparently  extensive  Hpecnlation  were  want< 
ing.'  Kven  tlie  proceeds  From  the  ptibltu  lands  agiun  iu- 
citssed  froiD  $3,000,000  to  $7,000,000.' 

' "  the  taaalxj  vas  tlien  (end  of  IS!)7)  iu  a  condition  to  Ksuine  ihe  [A]^ 
tnent  of  specie  tltroug'li  its  baiilu.  Bui  ttie  Unit<«(l  Statfit  Biuik  of  Penn- 
qrlvaaia,  aad  iorae  other  gn^  inetitatjona,  wcro  not  rcfidy.  Uiuiiig  tie 
jmn  of  liiich  prices,  tfaey  had  kat  their  capital  on  paper  which  nested 
only  on  the  i^uggornbtd  nail  nnteal  valnca  of  that  p^iiod.  find  an  immedi- 
ate r.-tuni  to  ipecte  pajmcnts  voald  haTe  shown  that  their  capital  had 
bMD  to;  Mriouiljr  impairad.  llie  Unitdd  States  Bank  of  Poniuylvaiua, 
tfaerefons,  at  finl  oppoted  the  rcttitnption  of  spodo  )>A;ioc»it*,  and  subat- 
(lupntl)-,  «r)i«D  oantpclhid  to  coini-  into  tho  uraogipnicat,  it  smdu  to  hw* 
adopted  ttue  b^  meaiure  oi  aUcmptinfc  to  brinir  ^adc  the  anoatnral  ttaln 
of  tfamgi  whidi  had  existed  before  Kay,  18:j7:  hoping  tlint,  bj  twmn  of 
kigb  pncee  oad  unlimited  crtdit.  it  niifcbt  t>e  iil)U>  Ui  gniAnaily  uitlidnw 
UmAt  Crom  lb  daugiiioiis  poiitJoii.  It  ent^ icd  l-m;^  ^^  the  [turchasc  of 
■late  Mocks,  spoeolatioiu  in  oatton,  anil  otiier  trangoctjoiu.  It  wus  impos- 
liUe,  ID  tlie  naton)  of  thing*,  th&t  tliia  Khcmc  should  succeed,  but  it  hud 
tome  effeeL  Many  be^pin  to  think  LhiU  tlii^  nTcrM^w  of  1837  Tren  Kinull 
aflaiiVt  and  tbat  tbejr  mn  ulrend;  ovuromo.  .  .  ,  Our  forctfrn  com- 
■ercial  debt  bad  been  paid  with  «o  inudi  pmiiiitnett  that  Eu»>p«iui  Gapi> 
tal»ta  foniKil  a  rur;  liij^i  opinica  hrAh  v(  our  ruMnmeii  and  our  honor,  oad 
Uwf  took  th«  itock*  of  ttatMi  lu  freely  lui  if  they  had  been  gold  and  silver." 
Tlw  "  North  AauricAn  Reriow,"  Jan..  ISU,  pp.  190,  131.  See,  man  in 
drtftil.  Thirty  Teara'  Tww,  11.  pp.  365-370. 

■  *'  Boiuk  of  all  kinds  twued  by  the  Bunk  nf  United  States,  hy  th«  vari- 
«■  rtatcs  in  the  Doioa,  and  by  hqidoious  private  undertakingH,  were 
pgurad  npon  th<t  English  moiketaiid  found  mmei  purdiosera."  Gilbort. 
Bubntr.  p-  21 S.  cited  in  W.  O.  Sumnci-,  p.  147. 

*Giaminor,p.^.   Adams  writes  on  the  14th  of  June,  1638:   "Tlietliint 
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With  the  revival  of  trade,  the  dcmocmtio  party  also  i»- 
covered  from  tlio  blow  which  it  luid  rrcflivwl  from  the  cnuh. 
Tnie,  itwasdijfe&tedinNewTortciDThe&llelectioufiof  188S, 
but  tlie  iDAJtintj  of  the  whigs  wiiii  mhicod  by  from  five 
Ihoiuand  to  six  thoiidnnd,  »«  compared  with  the  jirevioiu 
year,  la  several  sliites  which  the  deinoenttti  had  either  lost, 
or  in  which  they  bad  boco  long  in  the  tatnority,  they  ohtaioed 
B  prcpondcFAnce,  and  their  majority  ittoreased  in  othen.' 
One  of  the  priucipal  orgaiiH  of  thu  party  waa  of  opiaioB, 
lu  183S,  that  the  whigs  were  "  oa  the  eve  of  total  dieeolotioo;'" 

of  a  tiger  for  tJood  is  the  fitU^  emblem  for  the  mpaotr  with  wbieb  ISu 
a^mlwnofallthfitietrKtiLtait^attli^publielancb.  Th««oiMtitoeiilsapcB 
vli«m  they  depend  ors  all  setUen,  or  lame  and  catties  fpedaton  of  th 
piDa^B.  Tbcgr  ore  theauelrea  enormoiu  *pecalat«n  vai  Und  jabben,  H 
mas  a  Tain  attempt  to  teriai  thetn  hoe  |in  the  bousi?  of  Rn>mnitatiTCi|^ 
.  .  .  Craiy  and  Coaey  and  the  wMtem  nembon.  -wfam  tactka  n«  |i 
abuse  the  iiMculatoa  without  mere;  to  debate,  and  to  aw^us  emy  paoabit 
expedient  to  gtiard  a^^auiM.  them."    Mem.  of  J.  Q.  Adanu,  X,  (t.  iSL 

'Ihe  "DemccraticR«ri«w"dc«cribe*thot«tttlt«(th«MiiLmer  andW 
ekctiom  of  }dii&  a*  foUo¥n:  In  N«w  Janey.  the  whig  majority  erf  IrSi 
WM  diaaged  into  a  democratic  miKJority;  in  PenwylTaaia.  th«  d^taoemh- 
after  a  wrere  oonbest,  carried  off  the  TicUirf  from  the  ndiog  pattj  mtb 
about  ten  tboonad  tobui  Hatrland.  whicfa  bad  a  fedenlnt  gntnm 
'from  lint  iumenanal.*  elected  n  maa  wbo  liad  dirtingniabed  hiailf 
in  the  AaXe  k'eidatan  u  an  adrocate  of  the  indt-piuiident  tnaBtrjnfaip, 
Dtlawarc,  which  bad  been  bilberto  deodedly  (edertUrt.  leat  a  demooat 
to  the  houu  of  KpceMntativn:  in  South  CiuDliaa  thetv  ia  aoarcBijr  naf 
oppotition ;  in  Georgia  the  pattjes  wtaa^e  orer  loeal  qpttkBi,  Int  in , 
geneial  farar  tb«  tDilepcnd^Dt  itcauayt  in  lUiuoii  and  MkhJcan  (he  dea  ■ 
pciattare  mailing  pivignwi  in  Muminrt  and  AikanaiM,  tlfir  miyunt}  i' 
gnatly  lacrcated;  Ohio,  wUvtv  Van  Uunn  «w  defeated  in  the  pre&iitcs- 
tial  eteoUon.  rated  dcmorratic  with  a  nuu'crily  of  about  ati  thounnd. 

'"WitboDtindulgiogmthe  MunmoB  iaS^Ued  «aggwalioii  ot  ptirtiiaii- 
■Up.  we  cnaaot  arotd  the  coudiuioa  to  which  cur  calniesC  ttffloclioa  oa 
put  ttogras  ami  jmsient  lupoet  uf  our  pollLim  irivtistibly  iMula  our 
meat,  that  the  '  whig  pvty '  i>.  at  thi"  moineac,  ob  Um  en  of  total  disi»- 
hitioa     .     .     .     tlie  defaat  of  th»  {inM-nt  jrear  i*  an  omtlirow  and  i 
dimolatjoa  «f  the  w^iff  part;  which  ^  lituu  of  no  teo»TeQr  and  no  hopi.* 
Ttia  "  Demoaatx:  Beriew,**  Vol,  L^  pp,  279,  92. 
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and  in  October,  1839,  it  vrtts  ukcd  whcilier  Uicj  could  "pre- 
teod  to  uuuDtain  any  lougor  eveu  a  show  of  n^ular  oppo- 
wtioa,"' 

■  But  it  WHA  not,  indeed,  u  bad  as  ttiiii.  Ttie  tvrenty-eixth 
ingress,  whicli  met  on  llie  ICili  of  December,  lS3fl,  in  it* 
tiret  i>e6sion,  was  far  removed  from  oouBid«riiijr  tliat  the 
vhigB  oonld  only  make  llieuiselves  ridiouloua  if  ihey  did  not 
simply  eiirreuder  tlie  field  to  tlieir  opponents.  Xot  uutil 
the  eleventh  imltot  was  a  speaker  elected,  and  R.  M.  T. 
ITanter,  of  Virginia,  a  member  of  tlie  opposition,  but  a 
friend  of  llie  independent  treasury,  was  chosen.* 

Th6  result  of  tliis  stiibltorn  electoral  ciimpnign  wa»  all  the 
more  Kignificiint  m,  iu  tliu  mean  timo,  the  i«ccoiid  commercial 
bta»lruphe  luul  occurred.     Tlie  price  of  cotton,  which  liad 
^leri  toBixteenoent8,oon)monoe()HttlH>  beginning  of  the  sum- 
mer of  1S39  to  fall  again.     Thi:  United  States  bank  of  Pend- 
■rlvaiLia,  which  had  speculated  largely  iu  cxtttou,  had  to  make 
exlnuirdiuary  iiiToru  U(tt  to  ^u^peud  MjKtcie  payments  again. 
Xoneidering  tho  iiusettleJ  condition  of  the  whole  country,  the 
Bmjiarativel/  weak  blow  had  a  fatal  eJfecL    In  tli«  west, 
whioh  was  pour  in  capital,  especially  in  Aficbigait  and  Illi- 
noia,  bankrupleiut  wen;  very  uumerous.    In  lllissi&sippiund 
Alabama,  where  the  banks  with  their  borrowed  capital  had 


'lliaiirtjclfl  UeotAM '"nwDinolution  oftbttWhi;  Purljr,"  uid  be- 
(BM with  tbc  folifming  KOtcucct:  "  Well,  thv  ■ummc-r  aaU  uutumii  elcc- 
tioDs  ara  now  for  tbe  moot  portorar,  and  what  bavo  tbu  wfairri  l'>ft  to  aa; 
far  Umauelm.  iu>d  tltait  aachaogted  and  exploded  gauuV  Will  thoy,  can 
Ik^  pretend  to  rauntain  any  IoD((«reTen  a  iliftwof  rpsiiliir  o)iporitionf 
Win  tbcy,  <«n  tkef  atUtnpt  (wooaly  tooonteet  the  coining  pn»(lentis3 
tiaction?  yfe  fitxl  it  difBc-Dli  to  imagina  that  they  will  or  can."  Ths 
^'.Domoaatk  Rotiw."  Nov  .  1839.  p.  3J5. 
'  H«  Ban  htmaelf  in  hi*  irp'^tH'h  lo  the  liniiw :  "  Oillnl  aa  I  Imn-  iHten  to 
I  Ugh  Htatioii.  not  an  much  from  any  merits  of  my  own  on  rroin  tlio  in* 
admoooi  tajpofitioii,  1  nknllfcvlttuerpectanydueftoinincloyoate 
\  H  Uie  ipeiJKr,  not  of  a  party,  bat  of  the  homo."    Deb.  of  Cangr., 
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siso,  in  groat  part,  obtained  control  of  the  cotton  trade, 
situntion  was  ftimply  Inmentablc'  "When,  therefore,  tlu 
Duited  Statofr  bauk  of  Penaeylvania  v{a=t  closed  on  tbc  lOtli 
of  October,  it  dragj^cd  nearly  ail  tlie  baiilcB  in  tlic  eoulb  and 
west  after  it' 

Tbe  crisis  was  neither  as  general  as  in  1837,  nor  was  tb« 
eonstcrofUion  of  tlio  people  caased  by  it  expressed  vith 
nearly  as  mncli  violenee.  But  tlie  disoonragomcot  ww 
greater,  and  its  effects  lasted  longer.*    Peoplo  now  saw  moit 


'An  account  from  New  TotIe,  io  tbe  "  LonionBiinkeiii*  CiiealAr"oE 
12,  my*:     "  The  candittan  of  thn  iKtoki  in  tho  voiitb  b  •owhen  Boch  U  (4 
eniLlilt' Uiern  to  unnt  iiiaeued  ftcconimoilalioa;  uid,  u  you  mart  bant 
seen,  th'iw  in  Aliiiiama  tuid  Misasttppi  (whicb  together  fntnith  mon  Hun 
tiiUf  ofniir  ciitira  (cniU)ii)  crop  bjr  enmnciation  of  bake,  and  AiUytwo- 
thinh  in  ^ictiiiU  n^itrlit,  hiivi!  jet  to  leauine  tpede  pajrment.    la  (net,  thm 
oommexaai  credit  d4  thoM  two  rtotca  mar  ^^  >aid  to  bo  n-boll;  annUiilaled. 
for  th<«  pnvKDt,    To  avoid  fuemtiao,  iiot  l«Ra  than  two  htmdnd  planta- 
tioni  i»  MiMLSiiippi  ItavA  been  abandoned,  aiid  Ibn  oi'^rroca  caniad  off  l» 
Tuns!  when^,  tot  aoj  purpOM  Ui^  can  wm  in  nusiitg  ooUop  for  yvmn  U« 
coaift,  tli«y  migbt  as  w«ll  have  lieeo  lodied  op  bjr  tbe  ocditon  of  thnag 
pliuittm  in.ini].  a»  hundicls  and  tboufuuids  of  others  bare  befta  at  tbelua* 
tliey  outftt  to  have  beua  employed  in  prcpuntioD  for  the  etuning  czopi 

"  Every  one  wlia  baa  b«eii  in  UiMiaiippi  njt,  tlic  i«poarU  of  diatnn  are  far 
iihoTt  of  tlu!  reality.  On  ratumiug:  hu  vrita  uoexeaital,  thu  abcnff  anl— 
renally  i&dones  Lhem  O.  T.,  gone  to  Texas."  Haxard,  D.  S.  Commit- 
and  SUtbl.  Rt^fT'.  Aug.,  1839.  Vol.  1.,  No.  10.  p.  ISO. 

'SUUsm/nMati.JI.  p.  1^7.  OfSWtotib.  ;»!  dosed  sntireljr, aad 
Lopart.    W.  Q.  Sunuwr,  p.  1^, 

*Tli«  "  SorUi  Ainericaa  Review."  Jan..  IBM,  p.  ISL,  sira  the 
deasription:  "AUpropeiireecinwlforawhUetohaTCloitilaralaft. 
In  auna  at  lh»  new  states,  it  vm  difficult  evea  for  the  wealthy  to  ablaut 
niotii^y  Cor  tha  daitj  ows  of  life.  Wo  tiavo  heard  of  faimeta,  owning  latfv 
and  ircU  Mocked  fantu>  who  oould  banlly  vet  uiooey  eooai^  to  pay  the 
poitatte  on  a  letter.  Tb«y  had  ccarcwly  auy  cummc}-,  and  most  ut  that 
wbjch  tbi'y  bml  wu  ImH  .  In  the  cotninerdal  statJW,  mattaw  wart  hot  IitUs 
t»tUT.  t'Ailum  ttL-n:  uloiovt  tnnumenhle.  IWle  had  fallen  oS.  and. 
wbea  pnMWUt«d,  wot  baiaidooa.  A  deep  gloom  sstUcd  upon  men'* 
niadii  Qorenuucnta  fait  it  aa  mscb  aa  iadividnals.  Tboic  ordinary  nr- 
■oanaa  mn  '*'"*""'*^     Tbeir  meana  of  obtaining  extmordiuaiy  naffl&m 


I 
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oTearlj,  and,  tnoreovor,  Uie  causes  of  tho  now  mUfortune 
were  more  apparent  It  was  no  loii^r  possible  to  make  a 
scapegoat  of  tJie  administration.  Tlie  pi-csiclent,  on  the 
otiicr  himd,  coold,  not  wltliont  rieason,  nse  the  new  crisis  as 
an  aryttmeiiium  ad  homiium,  in  ilcfenso  of  liis  old  princi- 
pit!,  tiiut  if  tlifte  wore  a  connectioD  of  the  finances  with  tiie 
Bu)k»,  tJie  intpreeto  of  the  states  would  always  romaiD,  to  n 
greater  or  less  extent,  the  playtliing  of  ])rivate  upeculalion. 
Even  if  it  was  somewhat  strongly  exprcas*^,  there  was  much 
itll  in,  ]iU  assertion,  that  the  baiikd  did  not  now  appeal  to 
actual  necessity,  but  considered  the  Buepunsion  of  apede 
Bynitjiite  sntliciently  justified  Hy  its  allegt-d  expediency.' 
It  vvii  evident  that  no  reasoning  and  no  exjierieiice  waa 
ble  toftlHikethefnitbof  the  wliigs  in  the  gospel  of  a  Dational 
lulc  On  n  question  which  is  one  of  tJie  miKt  inaton'al 
iifferenoes  in  the  constitution  of  parties,  a  whole  party  can 
ver^  from  ttio  very  nature  of  the  case,  be  set  right  Only 
ben  the  actual  development  of  events  has  made  it  im- 
alMe  to  inHintain  tlie  question  any  IoDp;er  as  ft  party 
qaestion,  can  the  right  understanding  of  It  become  entirely 
general:  resi^Dation  to  tho  inevitable  ia  id  euzli  case  the 
[)ndit!on  precedent  of  linowledge.    Bnt  in  a  democratic  re- 

I  lewGned  in  prvpoitioii  to  Uiu  Rencnl  dirtno.    The  pbyeical  means 

^naldni;  parent  for  their  debts  wore  waatuig  in  K>me  slates,  for  then 

I  no  mooey  to  be  bad.    The  people  weic  amazed  at  the  extent  of  their 

I  ditaiten,  aad  abaid  to  act  in  any  voy,  Icat  th«j  ihoald  ma  into  new 


'  "  IWjr  ue  aot  diivca  to  it  b;  tho  dhitition  of  &  Ion  of  public  coofi* 
dmc*.  or  ol  a  radden  pramxe  from  their  de[>o«itoni  or  Doteholdejv;  but 
'  ensow  tbnnaelvei  hj  alleging  that  the  cnnvnt  of  barinea  and  ex- 
I  with  tomga  conntiiea,  wkidi  draws  Uie  predona  niei^  fn>m  their 
,  would  reqtuTe,  in  ord^  to  raeot  it,  a  larger  curtailment  of  their 
Item  to  a  aoaIIla^Uj^'<:l]r  NTiiill  portion  of  the  ixinuimnity  Ui&n  It  will  be 
Bt  bx  iLum  to  bear,  or,  perbajjt,  Kofe  (or  the  banks  to  exact.    The 
I  oMaed  to  he  one  of  nMe«eit/.    Convonionoa  and  jMli^^  ai«  now 
I  ttdSdeat  to  womml  tboc  institntions  ia  duntpuding  their  solemn 
Slatena.'!  Han..  U,  p.  l'J»e. 
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ptiblic,  ]>ai-tiea  j;;enerally  almost  b&Iance  each  otticr,  »o  tbu 
the  woi<;iit  which  taras  the  scales  is  the  atnall  uiinont7«f 
the  undecided,  tbnt  is,  those  in  vbom  the  fona«tioii  of  tbdr 
jnd^cnt  keajM  yukce  with  the  dovclopracot  of  fnota.  Hodm, 
a  elmii^of  opinion  bj  a  few  is  £requent1ir  sufiicicnt  to  brii^ 
the  law's  into  It&nuouy  with  the  actukl  devciopntcnt  of  thingi, 
and  thus  to  maki-  bulb  the  former  uiid  the  latter  irrcvorbible, 
Whether  tliis  ]>t>iut  had  been  rettXly  i-eaclieil  alraul^,  onlj 
the  next  yuut)  ouuld  show.  T)ic  £oqtiel  proved  ihac  both 
•parties  were  Dt  Uie  tinic  wonderfiilty  deceived  as  lo  Uiu  true 
situation  of  ufTaitH.  The  whigs  did  not  i-ucof^tiixe  thai  ai 
the  monioiit  that  lUi6  fuliniuUtratiou  otrriod  the  iiidepondtiiit 
treasury  throiiifli,  the  old  Gtrnggle  was  finally  ducEdcd :  wlu^ 
Gvev  fiile  fiiCiii-e  cont;res»fiB  might  have  in  sums  for  llie 
law  of  the  4th  of  July,  1H40,'  the  finances  and  the  hanb 
coald  never  n;{uiii  be  yoked  together  after  thoir  virtoal  Mpa- 
ration  by  the  orhh  of  1S37  had,  after  tlie  oridis  of  183'i, 
received  the  Hiuictiuii  of  lavv.  And  the  democi-ate  did  nut 
nnderetand  ibnt  thisqiiegcion  had  heen  taken  from  tlie  ll«Ciif 
party  q^ne^tinns  proper,  by  the  criBis  of  1839,  and  ba<l  so- 
quired  a  cliiu-iictcr  entirely  peculiar  toitwlf.  They,  indwd,— 
Aud  iiboreal)  the  president,  —  had  good  reason  to  rejoice  and 
to  cougratulutc  theinaelvea  that  the  measure  on  which  th« 
ntliniiiistratiou  had  ataked  ita  repntation  had  Iu-c-d  (•nrried 
out;  but  Bny  iiiferenee  from  this  to  the  prospecta  of  the 
party,  and  eti|Mwially  of  the  president,  in  the  future,  wers 
haselens.  Van  Jliirvn  had  won  a  hriiliaiit  victory,  and  plaoed 
his  oouutry  under  tiuting  obligations  to  him;  but,  oren  tt 
the  moment  of  triumph,  hie  and  his  party'a  ot-oittirow  wu 
Iieyond  doubt  when  they  declared  that  they  wonid  bo  Kati»- 
fied  in  the  next  pretiideotial  election  with  nothing  abort  of 
the  complete  destmction  of  their  opponents.* 

iSUt.atI*,V.p.3%. 

^•■p,  win  tint.  i,a««.ninj).  t"  **««  t]»pi"Bfti|ffg  jHniriflntinl  fniiUit,  Itiitm  i 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


TAN  BUREN-S  ADMINISTRATION. 

IL  Tas  Slatciit  Qdktiov. 

Burcn,  in  lils  iiiaagnral  address,  lia<l  not  devoted  a 
flinglo  word  to  tlin  iin]ieiuling  economic  diin^rR.  In  liroad 
and  gtmcnil  tcrmti,  he  drew  a  [iirturt-  of  the  wonilrrfiil  drvel- 
opmcat  of  thv  Union  during  thu  half  ci'ntiir}'  whii'i  li&d 
dft])fled  «iiice  itdorigitt.  With  a  just  pride,  the  provident 
alluded  to  thu  msiiy  dangers  happily  ttuiuioiuitc-d,  m  a  proof 
that  the  faith  in  a  great  future  for  the  republic  had  a  Una 
foandatioii  in  the  character  of  the  )>ooplo  and  tn  their  insti- 
totions.  Only  on  one  question  did  be  enter  iiuire  into  dotail* 
and  the  confidence  witli  which  ho  reprottented  it  as  &  problem 
aliuuly  solved  waa  qimlitied  bj  a  ponderona  if.  To  abide 
blindly  and  inviolably  by  tiio  comproiniac  of  the  fathers  was, 
hit  opinion,  the  only  po&sible  guaranty  that  that  quedUon. 
d  never  be  ablo  to  ondaiigcr  tliQ  Union  ^  and  tliie  guar- 
iutj  he  ouosidurod  entirely  suiHciciit.     The  proof  of  this  bu 


dankOCralic  pnf^  ahall  mtivt;  provati  b;  an  ontinsuy  mcyoritr.  With  audi 
a  nnaUi  we  dioU  adiiiawkdtce  omaolvea  diasatialled,  diaappoiotcJL  Wo 
nost  Icitefa  oar  opponenU  audi  a  lenon  ob  ihey  have  Mvur  yet  received. 
We  Buiat  admioiiter  a  ntbuloi,  a  poniAbiuaDt,  not  eoon  to  lie  foivoUeni  tm 
thi»  gnut  national  iniult  by  whicb  Ui«j,  as  on  orfranixed  party,  han 
adonicd  tiieir  Inst  and  wunt  iUaatrBtwa  ol  that  old  and  pisfooud  contempt 
fior  tbo  iiib>Ui|ieuce  of  the  people  which  bas  idwayi  been,  wi  it  will  ooDdDiM 
W  bf.  tin  iuranafale  iOtiKe  of  all  Uicir  (aulu  and  all  tlioix  loUios.  Oar 
atnitfid^  we  repeat  lauit  not  be  now  tor  lueio  vidoir-  Of  that,  faideeil, 
...  we  eaaiurt  entertain  a  unsta  powifale  donbt"  Tli«  **  Oemooatio 
Beftev,"  June,  1840,  p.  475. 
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found  ii)  the  fact  that  it  now.,  for  the  first  time,  distorbed 
the  jtcaccof  the  country.' 

The  man  who,  in  tliestrn^Ie  for  Missouri,  had  plnyedaoer. 
tain  part,  conlcl  not  write  such  nonsense  in  good  faith.  No 
matter  Low  smidl  hJB  historical  information  might  be,  he  had 
himEo[f  liol|>cd  make  the  history  of  his  country,  and  he  wm 
too  wise  to  ifnaginc  tliat  tlio  \ThoIu  history  of  the  elavcry 
qoeetion  could  be  wiped  out  by  a  silly  assertion.  He  might, 
likB  BO  many  •Jtbcre,  bo  completely  eatisfied  tliat  the  oiusti- 
tutional  Ctimpromises  on  the  eluvery  question  could  be  8 
permanent  arbitration  of  the  matter.  Hence  he,  perhaps, 
80W  no  icrious  danger  to  the  country  in  tiie  slavery  quos- 
tioo.  But  he  evidently  recognized  bow  menacing  a  rock  it 
waft  to  all  jx^iitlcinns,  and  the  fear  of  etriking  a^^ust  it 
himself  dictated  to  him  tlmt  absurd  exaggeration.  Decided 
as  was  hi&  declaration  that  he  wished  to  remain  in  the  path 
hitherto  followctl,  tliat  ia,  to  guide  his  bark  by  tho  compass 
of  the  slavocracy,  yet  lie  peroeived,  with  Bolicitude,  that  tbs 
counter-current  grew  steadily  atronger.  It  was  precisely  on 
this  account  that  he  asserted  tho  contrary  so  eniphattcnlly. 


> "  The  laxt.  pnhiLint  the  gnaiat,  of  the  prominent  eomeea  of  dlaoord  aod 
diBa«ter  mpiKwoii  M  lurk  in  our  polittcaJ  coudltion,  wu  Uii>  inatttnLioQ  «f 
dome^c  nUvtrrj.  Our  forcfathcn  vrere  dtcply  impnaed  tiitb  the  delioKj 
of  tbU  Ruhjoct,  and  they  tnuted  it  with  a  forlx-urancQ  m>  orideatljp  «■». 
Uiat,  in  irpitii  of  everir  eiuiakx  lorebCKling,  it  uctvc,  until  tbo  present  period, 
disturbed  Hid  trAnquilit;  of  our  coomion  comito'-  Ciiicii  a  resatt  ia  Buffi- 
dsnt  evidi-Dcw  ol  thojiuticeandof  thepatriutismof  tli«ircoiine;  it »  en- 
denw  not  to  \m  mislalien.  tliat  an  adhcreDco  to  it  aw  prevcoil.  all  embai- 
Ruwoent  from  this,  aa  well  as  emr}-  other  anlicipnted  caoae  of  difficnlt^  or 
danger.  .  .  .  If  tlieagitaticuof  UusBa^JDctwuiotcndod  toreadi  the 
ttobility  of  onr  itiiatil.iiLionB.  enough  liaa  oa^uTred  to  chow  (hot  it  hat  mg- 
nallr  failed,  and  Uiat  m  this  *"  '"^  ^^  o*^^  initancc,  the  appieboaaieM 
of  tbo  timid  aiid  the  hopes  of  the  wicked  for  the  dntmcUon  of  our  fprntm- 
tacDt,  on  again  lo  bi>  diuppointed.  ...  It  vill  be  orcr  Uitu.  Sueb 
attempts  at  dnrfrtTmu  aeitation  nay  pehodicaUy  reluiD,  but,  with  eadi, 
tiie  olivet  wiU  be  better  undentood."  Stat«nn.'e  Man..  11,  t^.  11^7,  U!i8 


ILUAH    P.    IjOVTJOT. 


S8t 


It  he  conld  cause  it  to  bo  believed  that  be  waa  guiding  the 
'coontry  under  tlie  farorabic  wind  of  an  almost  nnaniinous 
pnbtic  opinion,  public  opiDion  which  bad  been  Rlmkeii  might 
perhaps  have  been  confirtncJ  ngaiu;  not  only  the  actnnl  but 
«I(M>  the  imagined  cry  of  who!©  masses  is  contiigiouft,  and  iu 
nnmberleee  ears  it  eonnds  a  great  deal  lender  tlian  it  is  ia 
reality.  Bat  by  bis  exnggemtion,  Van  Biireu  himself  on- 
veiled  his  untmth.  If  ev-ery  new  contest  had  led  to  a  better 
andcrstandingof  the  question,  and  thereby  to  a  diminution 
of  danger,  how  was  it  to  be  explained  thai  the  peace  of  the 
country  was  now  disturbed  for  the  first  time!  If  only  this 
much  was  true,  that  the  excitement  of  minds  was  now  deeper 
and  more  general  than  in  former  times,  the  uppeaL  to  the 
tested  sufficiency  of  the  compromise  waa  vain.  And  the 
arrow  recoiled  on  the  archer  with  all  the  greater  force,  since 
there  was  no  controversy  at  tlic  time  which  din.-ctly  involved 
the  relative  power  of  tlie  t^vo  sections,  as,  for  instance,  tho 
■ilmission  of  a  state. 

The  excitement  of  minds  had  indeed  l>ecomo  deeper  and 
more  general,  although,  as  had  already  been  mud,  tliu  wild 
absonoe  of  restraint  in  the  onset  of  the  south  and  of  the 
Dorthem  popnlacc  against  the  desperate  aj^tators  had  begun 
to  subside.  Tho  list  of  horrible  cxcce'os  waa  indeed  by  no 
meaiM  closed.    The  first  martyr  blood  flowed  ou  the  7th  ol 

(JToTCmber,  rS37,  and  this  in  «  fi-ee  etatc.  KHjiih  P.  ]x>re- 
joy  paid  his  life  fur  not  ceiising  the  propngnudiam  of  his 
connctions  spite  of  tho  destruction  of  his  press.'  On  the 
l7th  of  May  of  the  following  year,  Pennsylvania.  Hall,  in 
Philadelphia,  which  tlie  aholitioniste  had  built  for  tliem&elvea 
because  they  could  oot  but  ece  tlmt  no  appropriate  locality 
would  be  allowed  them,  waa  burned  down.'    Not  satisfied 


*Bdw.  B«ccber.  Kimttivcof  Riotsat  Altorii  Alton.  1838.    Tbcoffidal 

;  of  tho  itui>'or  ii  piiBted  ia  Nils.  UTI,  pp.  196,  197. 
■KUw,  UV.  p.  m. 


SSS  Jackson's  AOMtrnsnuirox-^AXirBXATiOK  or  tsxab. 


even  with  tlii8,tIieauti-abolitionist  mobmt  fircto  a 
ujlam  for  oolorod  cbUdreo,  with  which  the  »bc 
Imd   no   coiiiiecliun   wli»tei-er.'      The  anthoritiea  no  wheiu 
opposed  tliis  and  similAr  ditigracefal  ncu  with  enei^gyi  hot 
there  wei-ti.  indeed,  priests  of  \ove  and  eervniitA  of  justioe 
wiio  spoke  in  favor  of  tlieseacta.    Lorejoy's  mnrderers  escaped 
UDpunislied.     In  Philadelphia,  tjie  mayor  indtioed  ihe  aholi- 
tionists  to  surrender  to  him  tlie  keys  of  the  hall  ia  ooneidflia- 
tjon  of  the  a»iurauci)  of  his  protection,  asdared  the  thrmieaing 
maasae  that  he  expected  to  see  them  themselves  perfonn  tbe 
duties  of  the  poiioe,  becaase  "we  uoer  call  out  the  military 
hero;"  and  then  went  bis  waj.     And  the  attorney  general  of 
lEasBachosetts  hod  the  effrontery  in  Faneail  Hall  to  com  pan 
the  heroes  of  Alton  to  the  great  patriots  of  the  revolatioii. 
Bnt  easily  as  it  ini^'ht  still  become  dangerons  in  the  highest 
dc^^ree  to  life  or  praperty  to  be  an  aljolitionifit,  Uie  battle  with 
tlie  *'  faoatica "  rapidir  assoniedt  on  the  whole,  the  form  id 
which  other  jMiHttcal  eouirovenies  are  fought  out.   The  aboli* 
tioniet^  hitd  l>ecoine  too  numerous  to  be  frightened  back  into 
nothingness  by  the  exoeaeee  of  the  mob;  but  their  nnmban 
liad  iiicreiuKd  so  slowly  that  it  was  placed  beyond  qneatiaa 
that  they  could  not  form  an  independent  political  party  in 
thefatarB,by  timt  factalona    ThecryatnllizatioTi  of  iiolitica] 
ideaa  is  accomplished  too  rapidly  in  democratic  repablies  to 
permit  an  idea  whicti,  spite  of  tl»o  moat  onireraal  Intenst 
and  of  tlie  mc<«t  lively  agitation,  has  won  over  only  on  evu- 
neecciit  fracCioo  of  the  people,  to  form  the  naclen's  for  the 
buiidiug  up  of  a  great  political  party.    To  the  present  in- 
etance  thcit>  was  no  need  of  indirect  oondosioiM  trvm  the 
teadiings  of  experienoa—the  iatemal  devefopmeut  of  abdi- 
tionism  was  direct  proof. 

The  program  me  with  which  the  abolitionists  appeared  be- 
fbra  the  people  at  the  time  of  the  eatablishment  of  the 
'  VraMa,  BiM  ud  Fall  of  tfaa  gbrt  INjiw.  I.  p.  »?. 
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American  Anti-Slavery  Society  in  December,  IS.'iB,  cx|)ressly 
winounced  tliat  their  action  should  bu  morul  and  ixiliticftl.' 
[nifanimry,  1837,  in  tlie  fifth  BTiniial  nieetin*  of  tlie  MaPsa* 
dioaettB  Antt-St&pciy  Society,  KolK^rt  B.  Hull  Hpokc  agHini^t 
tH  active  participation  in  politics,  bnt  did  not  lind  h  singk 
person  whu  iigirvd  with  Liin  in  tiis  opinion.     GarriH^n  ex- 
praaed   himself  highly  anrpriswd  to  hear  wich  an  opinion 
from  a  snbwriber  of  that  programme.'    But  the  ]>mccss  of 
fermcntatifin  which  had  once  ti»l<en  luiM  of  Gnmson's  whole 
mind  and  sonl  at  Baltimore,  1md  not  yet  come  to  a  close, 
ft      Va«  not  tlie  incipieiii  understanding  of  the  rcftl  nahire  of 
(Javery  and  of  the  duty  of  men  as  citizens  and  ClirietianB  in 
JtUtion   to  it,  perhaps  only  the  first  rent  in  a  mist  which 
■    extended  far  beyond  the  limits  of  thift  qncettonl    If  the  con- 
«cJo«snt»s  and  jndgmcnt  of  the  world  were  in  this  matter 
involved  in  so  great  darkness,  and  if  he  »o  tlion^^htlesely  per- 
mitted himself  to  be  nrgcd  onn'nrd  in  the  tnr1)id  etrt^am  of 
this  universal  opinion,  mii3  it  bo  im])rubfLblo  thnt,  h>  fur  as 
tlte  world  and  himself  were  concemed,  tiie  same  might  be 
the  case  in  reference  to  other  problcma  of  life  in  wUicli  the 
troth  was  not  90  appai-eott    The  qnestion  wiui  raiecd  with 
all  the  energ^c  of  his  fiery  temperament,  and  examined  with 
the  intense  moral  earneatneaa  of  his  wilJ;  bnt  with  a  mind 
capable  of  Iop;ical  thinking  neither  by  natural  endowment 
nor  from  crincation,  his  judgment  in  the  liand  of  his  an- 
bridlcd  feeling  was  lost  in  a  liibyrinth  of  senseless  abstrac- 
tions.     "With  his  departure  from  the  orthodox   faith,  bis 
Teligiona  oonvietiona  were  dissolved  into  a  pliilosophy  of  feet- 
with  ft  touch  of  theism,  tuid  the  war  to  the  kuife  against 

mftintaiB  that  there  are,  at  the  present  time,  the  biffheit 

„ itinif  upon  the  people  of  the  free  stiten  to  rijiiiove  (laverj  by 

Mini  and  politiciJ  action,  u  pr«sehbod  in  Uia  couUtutton  «f  tbo  Umted 
StalM." 
•WiUon,  I,pp.SMi360. 
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tlie"criin«"  of  Blnvery  eanctioned  by  the  Bnpreme  lawol 
the  IflinJ,  L-nrrred  him  eo  fnr  as  to  csnso  him  to  desire  to 
wring  the  KH'urcl  Irom  tlie  bauds  of  all  governments.'     Chun- 
bering  up  on  the  ladder  of  his  vrondcrfiil  logic  towmtls  pore 
"principles,*'  without  looking  to  the  riglit  or  to  the  left,  ho 
Boon  coinpletelv  lost  the  ground  of  the  real  vorld  nnder  liil 
feet.     It  wag  obvious  then  that  active  partici  pation  in  poltUcs 
ahould  Appear  au  error;  and  the  error  nipidly  turned  inlo 
moial  abcrratioo.     The  person  who  wished  lo  opcnle  wttli 
political  means,  had  to  take  his  point  of  departure  from  the 
existi  itg  coitiiition  of  tlie  law,  and  thus  Ite  became  a  iiarticipaat 
Id  the  guilt  of  ttiu  uutioaal  crime.    Even  If  perwnBl  interests 
and  all  tlie  imparity  tliat  otherwise  adherer  to  political  life 
ooald  be  kept  At  a  distance,  yet,  on  tins  aoconnt,  all  political 
■otioii  should  be  rejected  on  principle,  becaa«e  it  «nppoK*a 
oontradiotion  with  tlie  moral  principle  which  is  to  be  W- 
ierted.  Tlie  objection  tliat  practical  political  results  sliotild  be 
aimed  at,  and  that  such  could  be  obtained  only  through 
political  action,  be  repelled  with  tlie  declaration,  that  tlie  ful- 
fillment of  duty  should   not  be  qnaliiiod  by  the  qoestioB  of 
Its  oonseqnenccs:  bis  understanding  of  the  hote  vna  com- 
pletely lost  in  the  vkai. 

Abolitionism  was  no  longer  identified  with  the  povon  of 
Oarriaon,  and  only  tbe  sraaller  portion  of  the  sect  adopted 
the  oondouotts  which  Its  foond^  draw  tnnn  bis  {UvmlKL 
Bnt  ereu  if  some  wvra  aft  a  standstill,  white  tlio  oUttn 
■dnnendt  «ren  the  Eomwr  wen  radiealB:  there  wa«  only  a 
diflhenao of  deigree  betweeu  litem.  Intaterancef  and  the  in- 
ctinatkM  to  awetl  ererr  tUffereooeof  opinion  into  the  dlnMa- 
aioot  of  a  <iiNetioa  of  principle^  wms  tfaerefi»e  ooinmoti  lo 
tiMm  all;  for  both  lai^  are  in  the  Mbue  of  rBdicalisoL 


*ltaaitni«ihotlh«llk»i 
whhrt  to  kbotiik  w%t,  ifaa  mt^,  ttai 
akMMkI 
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^aBaiSUe,  even,  got  the  st»rt  of  the  ultras  here. 
E\-cn  before  tbe  contest  on  tlii«  cliicf  i^ucstlon  had  began, 
discord  waa  fowa  amon^  the  abolitionists  bj  tUcse  altros,  be- 
caDBC  tht!jr  could  not  malce  their  rietrs  on  the  woman  qnes- 
tiou  prevail.  Ko  one  hnd  anj-thing  to  object  to  the  iact  that 
vomeu  littd  met  and  formed  anti-alarery  societies  of  tlicir 
owii;  bat  that  tbe^  sliouM  nciw  be  allowed  full  uud  equal 
ri«jhts  in  the  other  anti-slavery  societies  waa  8uffi.cieiit  provo- 
cation to  jiroduce  the  divisiou  RTid  scattering  o!  the  forces 
alreodv  email  enough. 

The  division  of  tJie  abolilioui»ts  into  two  parties,  in  deadly 
enuiitjr  each  with  the  other,  took  place  only  in  the  second 
and  third  years  of  Ynn  Biiren's  presidency;  but  tliu  differ- 
enoes  ou  the  womau  »jue«tion  and  some  other  heresies  of  Gar- 
rison, much  farther  removed  from  slavery, dated  as  far  back 
aa  Jackson'tt  adioiniatratlon.  These  differences  and  heresies 
were,  eo  to  s[>eak,  imded  in  open  market  from  the  very  be- 
l^nning,  and  Van  Buren  was  a  politician  too  deeply  dyed  in 
the  wool  not  to  recognize  tJiat  these  intcrn.il  contentions  de- 
stroyed all  possibility  of  the  political  suoce^  of  the  aboti- 
tionivts,  if  sncli  n  poasibiHty  had  ever  existed.  It  waa  cer- 
tainly his  honest  conviction,  that  the  "  hopes  of  the  wicked  '* 
were  already  wrecked;  and,  taken  in  thia  sense,  tlie  asser- 
tion was  certainly  correct  It  waa  even  apparent  bow  dis- 
adrnntHgeoasly  the  drawing  of  foreign  qnestiona  into  their 
prvi^unme  operated  on  the  progress  of  tlieJr  propngnndiam. 
In  p«rt,  these  general  radical  tendencies  really  inspired  difi- 
tnut  of  their  doctrines  on  slavery,  evisa  where  there  waa 
an  honeet  inclination  towards  tliese  doctriuea;  but  they  were 
meA  ebieHy  as  a  convenient  pretext  to  put  an  end,  in  moral 
indignation,  to  all  agitation  of  the  slavery  quention.  The 
abolitionista  generally  wore  hold  regpousibte  for  every  word 
nttorod  by  Garrison,  who,  after  all,  wa«  only  the  leader  of 

:  amall  extreme  wing;  and  whoever  opposed  the  slavooraoy 
IS 
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was  branded  as  an  atwlilioniat.  It  was  only  natural  tliat 
tlie  clergymen  ol  all  the  aects  were  the  first  to  eeUe  on  thii 
pretext,  and  to  make  the  most  of  it. 

The  princjiple  of  authority  is  one  oE  tlio  chief  pilhirs  of  »U 
positive  rctigioas,  and,  to  a  still  greater  extent,  of  most 
churches.  Lpftving  out  of  consideration  those  sects  which,  in 
accordnnce  witli  the  mode  of  speech  usual  in  Europe,  cannot 
he  considered  churches  at  al),  hecauee  they  liave,  in  that  which 
is  essential,  renounced  the  do^aa  of  positive  Christiaoitj, 
aWlitiouism  stood,  therefore,  in  a  certain  natnral  opposition 
to  al!  ehnrches,  because  it  meant,  in  it*  very  c&flcnco,  rcvolo- 
tioD.  But,  on  the  other  hund,  with  the  idea  of  rcli^on  if  ■ 
given  the  principle:  Tbou  ehalt  ohej  God  mthor  than  men. 
"With  thoee  who  endeavored  to  live  in  direct  accordance 
with  thia  principle,  the  queetion  neceasarily  took  the  follow- 
ing form:  whether  the  teachings  of  the  abolitionists  were  in 
conformity  with  the  commands  of  God;  and  to  what  extent 
tliey  were  so  conformable.  The  man  who,  in  every  word  of 
the  Bible,  saw  a  command  of  God,  to  be  literall  v  accepted,  and 
of  obligation  to  the  cud  of  time,  nould  easily  find  the  seal  of 
divine  approbation  for  any  answer  for  which  he  wished  to 
find  it;  the  man  who  examined  the  Bible,  not  for  the  con- 
firmation of  an  answer  already  nrtuallj  given,  hut  who,  in 
aimpHcity  of  heart,  endeavored  to  iiiiderBtand  the  teaching 
of  Christ  in  "epirit  and  in  trutli,"  muat  have  been  power.  ■ 
fully  nttrae.ted  to  adopt  the  nbolitioniat  cnnfeasion  of  faith. 
Hence,  from  tlie  very  beginning,  we  find  the  clergy  very 
largely  represented  even  among  the  leading  abulitionista. 
But,  on  tlie  otliet  hand,  it  was  clergymen  who  first  and  with 
greatest  decision  opposed  the  radical  tendeiiciea  of  the  abo- 
litioniiitfi.  A  pastoral  lottor  of  the  Congregational  pi-oachora 
of  MnE^achusottfi  turned  the  woman  question  into  an  apple 
of  discord;  and  under  the  Icftdershtp  of  clergymen,  th.oe«ow- 
sion  of  those  who,  aooording  to  the  words  of  the  apoetle, 
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wished  to  keep  women  sileDt  in  the  church,  took  place  in 
Xew  York. 

If  the  naturally  coneeryatiye  disposition  of  the  dergj 
Kserted  itself  even  in  the  case  of  declared  abolitioniBtf, 
when  the  revolutionary  spirit  of  abolitionism  began  to  grow 
active  outside  of  the  slavery  question,  it  cannot  be  a  matter 
uf  BurpriBe  that,  with  a  great  majority  of  the  clergy  of 
nearly  all  sects,  it  was  in  vain  that  that  same  revolutionary 
e|nrit  endeavored   to  shake  the   principle  of  authority  in 
respect  to  the  slavery  qnestion  also.      The  Emancipator^ 
flte  organ  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  thought, 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  controversy  on  the  woman  ques- 
tion, that,  a  few  months  before,  it  looked  as  though  the 
most  of  the  clergy   intended  to  go  over  to  the  camp  of 
the  decided  opponents  of  slavery.'     The  hope  was  entirely 
rain.    Even  if  the  questions  above  referfed  to,  and  which 
vere  foreign  to  the  programme  of  abolitionism,  had  never 
been  made  the  subject  of  debate,  this  could  certainly  not 
IttTe  occurred  as  yet.     The  peculiar  character  of  the  Ameri- 
ean  churches  made  this  simply  impossible  from  the  first 
Hiey  do  not,  like  the  churches  in  Europe,  stand  outside  and 
above  the  people,  as  independent  and  puculiar  organizations, 
the  forms  and  laws  of  whose  life  were,  in  that  which  is  es- 
sential, fixed  centuries  ago.    The  churches  in  the  United 
Slates  are  not  only  saturated  with    tlie  democratic  spirit 
which  fills  the  life  of  the  people  in  all  other  respects,  but 
they  are  a  living  emanation  from  that  same  spirit     This  is 
trae  to  a  great  extent,  even  of  those  among  them  whose 
txtemal  organization  has,  in  the  main,  preserved  the  auto- 
nomic character  inherited  from  Europe.'     Hence  their  guid- 

'Wawn,I,p.411. 

'Uni  it  oliTioiifily  not  applicable  to  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  It  ia 
iafte  United  States  what  it  ia  everywhere  else  in  the  world;  only,  there, 
"  W  to  go  its  -my,  on  the  whole,  unsupported,  but,  at  the  same  tune, 
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aace  in  tntellectual  and  epiritual  m&ttore  bears  an  cifieoiialiT 
tlidcrcnt  cliaructcr  froui  that  whicU  the  cl«rg;  in  the  Eliro- 
pcau  cliui-diee  are  alile  to  exercise  over  boUovorE,  and,  in  Iaci, 
do  exorciee  in  part.     It  rovers  much  larger  gronad,  becaii«e 
the  uhurch  and  the  olci^m&a'fl  home  are,  to  an  exuot 
Kcaroely  ialelllgible  to  the  European,  the  ceoter,  not  oul;^  o( 
till)  roli-^iuiiA,  but  abo  oE  the  inlvllcctual,  eodal,  oougrog»- 
tjonal  or  pari&li  life;  and  it  is  much  stronger,  becaose  to  be- 
long to  a  religious  ooiniutinity  ia  a  coiitivioat)  act  of  the  will, 
to  a  degree  incomparably  greater  than  in  Karope,  and  be- 
eauBO  not  only  the  tavr,  but  cnstoni,  leares  it  eotiivly  tu  IIk 
freedom  of  the  individual  to  decide  to  wliich  church  he  will  m 
attach  hiiusclf.    But  llic  Amcricau  clerg}*tnan  can  ner«rV 
itddrcsa  his  oongregaliou  iuatonaof  authurity,  fur  thonuauti 
that  he  is  uot  oulj  in  nutuc,  but  also  in  truth,  a  preacher,  mil 
not  a  priest.    And  oven  it  he  could,  he  wonld  still  feel  mtu^ 
less  inclined  to  do  it  than  Ids  European  colleagues.   Tlie 
aotirity  of  the  cougrcgatioos,  cxcrci;$od  for  generations, 
developed  in  them  nn  independence  and  a  self-oun^oionBi 
which  render  it  impossible  that  they  should  be  thiu  ad- 
dre^aed;  and  in  this  spirit,  which  permeates  the  whole  people^ 


inch 
sell-V 


onmole8t«d  by  th?  bempofal  jiower.    Of  its  attitDdo  townnls  lli<i  ila,T't7'| 
questioii,  'Hi,  Puk«r  eays:    "BTni  the  Catholic  cfanrcb  in  tfae  tlirir<dr 
8tat<«  fomta  no  vm^Uon  to  Uie  gmeril  rule.    'rhi>  lute  lanaoM  I>r.J 
England,  Uie  Cstltotic  bwhoip  «<  CbAilMton,  SooAh  CtuoUna,  uadtttfiOkni 
(Ktbtio  to  pton  tli&t  tbc  Cfttbolio  cburcb  had  alvnqrs  been  ttie  ancorag 
tniting  (neud  of  ilavelioldiny,  not  dnhmdinp  tlm  lUva's  i%ht.  but  lb* 
UBaqwd  prlTilcgo  of  tli«  mastca."    Aud  in  another  place:    "I  aa  tuU 
than  is  not  in  rU  AtDOioa  a  luniils  CaUiolic  onnpiiper  baalil«  (o  dxmj; 
not  OM  oppOMd  to  tjmn&jr  in  generali  not  om  that  tokea  tidim  wtdi  tb* 
oppraned  in  Earopc."    Tb.  Packer's  Woda,  cditw  IMbner,  V.  p.  A7.  wal 
VI.  p.  12S.    Tbo  pemm  whn  nf«<Js  an  nrpIanatiOD  of  thit  will  find  ttin 
tbu  lollDwinc  voatamoa  by  Browii«va:    "For  ni  OttboUcs,  tbe  fucitin 
rfan  law  ixeaenta  noaorv-of  diAicuUir.    We  an  taugjil,  aa  wa  bata hhI, 
to  mpeol  and  obey  Uw  goranment  m  tbe  ordinance  <d  God,  in  nil  tJuop 
BOt  declared  by  oar  cliurdi  to  be  Rpugannt  to  the  divine  Uw."    Bioa» 
no'e  Beview,  Januaiy,  1851,  p.  M. 
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cIgt^,  ns  woll  RS  oU  otlicpfl,  liavo  grovv  vtp.  TUcy  are 
Amerioana  before  .tlioj  become  clergymen ;  and  wbcn  f hey 
hai-e  become  clergymen,  tJierfind  in  the  circnmstnnws  iwto- 
_ally  existing  a  lofty  and  powerful  rampart  against  the  arch- 
Kupter,  opportnnity.  Life  ttitliin  the  aoveral  ehurchc*  U 
•  ra4>ro  oonstnnt  flow  tLao  in  Enrope,  and  If  the  c!ei^  in 
leml,  more  thaa  any  others,  contribute  to  the  production 
tho  Blrcam,  tLeir  actioa  is  characterized  mora  by  this,  that 
icy  moi'e  forward  in  the  current  at  the  bead  of  all  other*, 
titer  thnn  that  Uiey  prttduee  the  current.  And  this  h  all 
10  more  the  cae«,  since,  as  before  remarked,  life  inside  of 
le  ecv-oml  churches,  and  especially  inside  the  ecvcnil  coo- 
t'galion?,  is  ty  no  means  limited  to  what  constitutoa  in 
Suropo  the  ephora  of  actiuu  of  churcli  parishes,  but  embraces 
lore  or  le8«  all  ideal  interests.  The  inllncncc  of  tho  Amer- 
clergy  extenda  fjirthor,  and  is  rrefjuently  grt>Jit(?r;  but 
Dj  arc  not  so  well  adapted  to  taking  the  initiative;  thoy 
are  lex  adroit,  and  especially  less  vi^rous,  than  their  Euro- 
pean companions  in  office  in  taldng  it 

Tliat  this  general  charactciization  must  be  qualified,  in 
many  ways,  wlicn  we  enter  into  jiartieulars,  is  eclf-cvidcnt 
Tlie  fact  on  which  we  hare  already  laid  stress,  tliat  a  gt'eat 
port  of  the  leading  abolitionists  belonged  to  the  clerical  order, 
is  evidence  tliat  excepliona  are  not  wanting.  But  here,  too, 
the  old  6aying,  that  the  eioeption  proves  the  nile.  ie  tme. 
iJFo  bare  seen  with  whntdetcrmination  and  what  indignation 
immense  majority  of  the  people  pronounced  sentence  of 
dcuth  on  the  abolitionists,  and  wo  may  now  moasuTo  the  full 
folly  of  the  hope  that  the  mnw  of  tho  clergy  would,  notwith- 
it&nding,  join  them.  The  asaorticn  already  made,  that  many 
(tmqmt  fit  the  first  pretext  to  turn  tli©  "fanatics"  oat  of 
doon,  will  not  bo  contested.  The  spirit  of  Chrietiianity 
oied  out  too  londly  against  slavery  not  to  allow  the  warning 
md  threatening  appeals  of  thf>  abolitionisti)  to  find  an  echo 
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in  the  iQinodt  recesses  of  the  hcirte  of  a  eoDsiderable  unmber 
of  the  special  aervimts  i>f  Cbi-ist,  and   yet  tJie  clergy  h»w 
to<^  mneh  of  tbehumau  in  tliem  to  keep  the  fleali  frotn  jobk- 
limes  lording  it  over  the  spirit    But  the  great  inajontr 
weut  as  the  masses  of  the  people  vent,  not  b<<caiua  ibi> 
maseee  went  in  a  certain  wny,  but  n-ith  the  massea;  that  U, 
□Dt  iigAingt  their  own  oonnctione,  aad  not  to  do  as  the 
masses  did.    They  acted  as  the  masses  actoiJ,  becaose  Ui«t, 
in  all  thiiige,  belonged  to  the  nin!ise.s  belonged  to  them  in 
their  whole  thonght  and  feeling.    And  fhcir  snhscqneBt 
wheeling  about  with  public  opinion  is  to  bo  onderstood  in 
the  same  way  j  entering  the  lists  in  the  south  more  end  more 
nncouditionally.and  more  and  more  pasaionately  for  sUrm, 
and  in  the  north  oppoaingit  more  and  more  decidedly.    And 
M  now  in  the  north,  the  joining  nf  the  clergy  in  Uio  dry 
agninBt  the  nbolitionista,  and,  furtlier.  against  all  agitation 
of  tJie  eUrery  qnestion,  contributed  greatly  to  make  that  cry 
more  general,  more  violent  and    more   forcihlo;  so.  snbic- 
qncntly,  their  kiclcint,'  againet  the  goad  did  much  to  exciU 
Add  extend  the  desire  to  break  the  chains  of  tho  elavmmcy. 
llie  charge  of  thenholittoniets  that  the  chnrchcs  were  tlit 
"strongest  bulwark  of  Blavery,"'  was  entirely  justified;  batt; 
after  the  abolitionists  and  tho  slavo-barons,  thoy  did  mi 
for  the  internal  emancipation  of  the  northern  popalatioo.' 
Fartitanship  has.  thus  far,  always  exposed  only  one  side  or  th 
other  to  view,  and  thus  trensformod  a  phenomenon  v1 
lias  its  root  in  the  innermost  natnro  of   the  pwple,  and' 

'An  majaf  J.  d.  Bimey.  aftenmda  cAoilidBte  for  lbs  pnudcnqri 

whidi  was  Kad  W17  TrideLy,  bore  the  title,  "  The  Amerieaii  Chaidua  tba 
Bnlwarksof  AmencanSlaraor,"  ThotnoAonlc  Alh.  BaniMimtM:  "It 
M  ]>iobabl»  that  danty  cotild  not  bo  nintainiMl  in  this  land  if  it  wm  Mt 
for  the  oounteDooce,  direct  BBdindinKt,  of  the  clmichci^"  "nieChindia^ 
Slarery,  p.  28. 

■TUi  li  tnu,  of  cxnuw,  aolj  oi  nM&n  AmericOM  and  not  of  vnupwita, 
(vpeoaJlf  the  QtnaanB. 
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vbich  ifi  tlierefore  higtilj*  inatractive  for  the  understAndlug 
of  that  vcrij- nature,  into  an  enigma,  which  ohacurea  the  entire 

nibsoqufut  development. 

When  the  Ema7icij)atortin  the  article  mentioned,  alleged 
that  a  greiit  many  of  the  clergy  fought  for  slnvery  and 
against  Hbertt,  with  full  coaeciousness  and  rcprubate  deter- 
mination, it  was  guilty  of  a  wicked  esaggerattoo.'  Thepro- 
slavery  fanatidem  was  yet  in  so  early  a  period  of  it6  infancy, 
that  there  were  6till,even  in  the  southern  churches,  only  very 
weak  and  entirely  isolated  traces  of  so  extensi\'e  acorraption 
of  jad^meat  and  sentiment  to  be  found.  Tiiu  cliiirchoa 
Etill,  witlioot  exoeption,  adaiewledged  slavery  to  be  n  grcnt 
evil,  and  there  is  no  ground  for  the  assumption  that  they  did 
not  boneatly  entertain  this  opinion.  But,  with  the  making  of 
this  acknowledgment  they  believed  that  they  had  done  their 
share.  They  declined  all  rcaponeibility,  not  only  fur  the  ex- 
iatcnce  of  the  evil,  but  also  for  its  continuanec»  and  would 
not  Lear  thr:  ;hero  waa  any  obligation  on  them  to  proceed 
agdnst  the  filuvcholdcr^  witii  the  means  which  ecclesiastical 
diidpline  had  put  in  their  hands;  or  else  tboy  went  so  far 
aa  to  deny  that  they  had  any  right  to  eo  proceed  against  it. 

We  wash  onr  hands  in  innocence,"  such  is  the  fundamental 
of  their  numbcrleas  doclarutionK  during  this  penod.' 


'  "Tb^  an?  wtttinfr  down  Into  a  flxmS  hatwd  of  lh>f  prinaplw  of  litifrty. 
kBiIa&ted  dHMwinatioD,  at  Miy  huard,  to  maiutain  tli<!  lawfuln^n  of 
lixmy,  muA  the  cnininalitj  of  cflbrta  for  its  nnnoval.  Thej  axo  urincinji 
&  i«Adine»i  to  abwidon  lujr  prindplo,  to  tmE>u(p  any  doctrine,  to  violato 
aoj  trHign*'""i  to  outnu^  uaj  ie/Hiag,  to  socrUIca  auj  inlerestf  hentofore 
Iwld  datt  or  saoed,  if  it  be  foond  to  afford  oonntmanot!  or  Ktrancth  to  anti* 

damr-" 

»  Only  one  \jmoi  to  riiow  how  ([rfiit  a  diHni^  for  t.hi>  wonm  tliU  involved. 
Donne  tho  liwt  /can  ot  the  etfuhteenLli  wntuiy  the  pc^achere  and  jreadj 
aonhRners  of  the  Ueiliodiat  Episcopal  Charch  receired  th«  folloviag  in- 
ki»elioa>  in  ivlation  to  alavny :  "  Tbe  pieachpR  and  othw  mnnben  of 
out  toek^  aie  reqnested  to  wiuidur  tii«  nilijeetof  aaxn  tiaray  with  deep 
,aad  that  tho;  import  to  the  eennal  omference,  tbionsb  titB 
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!Biil,  oonsiilorin^  tlie  iiii])etuotia  attranoe  of  tho  nbolltioa- 
Ists,  tliiiijps  could  not  etop  liere.  Tlie  liiiupntatioDS  ul  rCBS- 
nation  wen'  cliangcd  into  cxeiisee, ami  the cxcaewa,  ItjdcgnM, 
ca.me  to  bear  n  deeperato  reGemblancc  to  jitstificatioDS.  Htn 
nlwny^  \-cry  won  nifflkoa  frionds  with  a  ein  in  the  acIedowI- 
ed^cnt  of  \rhicb  the  will  is  cooBdoasl^  left  compleUl; 
pa&sivo  or  id  Iccpt  ]>assive  from  principle.  Here  the  dibclplin- 
ary  pcDaltic-3  formerly  id  um;  were  tacitly  subiJended  or  «- 
pressly  repudiated;  there  the  "sin  "was  diJut«d  to  mi  "cvfl;" 
and  here,  again,  people  would  not  permit  Uio  adjeeti** 
"moral"  to  ho  placed  before  tho  "onl;"  one  cimrch  wiped 
out  an  emphatic  declaration  transmitted  from  an  earlier  time 
and  contended  tliatit  never  liad  had  the  force  of  law;  nnotber 
Inferred  the  questloa  to  thclower grades  of  its  liicmrchT  and 
interposed  when  these  proceeded  ng^ressively  against  elavtiv; 
here  one  synod  dettiod  that  the  holding  of  elavee  waa,  "(t 
itself,"  a  sill,  and  carefully  enumerated  all  tho  circnnif tnoMt 
in  which  the  slaveholder  was  entirely  gulillesd;  Oicru,  a  coo- 
fereiioe  admonished  tho  people  to  pay  lc&6  attention  to  ibt 
gQtlt  of  the  slaveholders,  and  rather,  in  Christian,  bi 

medram  of  the  y«arly  oonleaaeea,  or  otiiertrue.  an;  impottunt  thotifffati  m 
tlie  aal^Mta,  that  tiia  DOnfeteDce  may  have  full  lifhU  id  onler  to  talcp  tar- 
ther  >tepi  towaida  emdicadiig  ttia  eoonnODi  erQ  trom  that  pMii  tt  tka 
Chuiuh  ol  Qod  with  wliicb  tfae;  are  oonneded.  Th«  aaimal  «oiifeiraD(i 
aiK  dir\K-Vil  to  draw  up  a(ldre«ea  Ux  the  Bradual  emanciiialioo  cf  the 
ftlavM,  tA  the  legidatUFM  of  thow  BtalM  in  vhich  da  g<>npral  lavs  lui* 
been  famed  for  Ibab  patpoae.  IliMe  addicwei  ihaU  argf,  m  tha  mo«t  n- 
•peetfol  bat  pointed  maaer,  tha  ntewittf  ol  a  law  Cor  th<*  gnulaal  omu- 
dpalioa  of  •lam.  PWpec  conxoiittMa  dull  hi  appoialal  bj  the  awuul 
toatawnapi  oat  of  tha  mo«t  mpMitnblo  o(  our  friends,  dx  amdatHitig  tba 
bati»M>i  and  pnaijinft  dden,  «lden,  deacon*  and  tramline  pnacb«i 
•hall  Mcnte  aa  man;  proper  lignatiim  at  poasibte  to  ibe  adtlrnaa  ■a' 
gh*  all  tht  nauitanoe  u  their  fomvr.  la  tnry  tnpeet,  to  aid  tho  eOiaBil' 
Ian  and  to  lonraid  th«  bleaeed  nnd&rfalring.  Let  tliii  be  coBtinoed  tnna 
year  to  Tew  till  the  dwiml  eod  be  aocompliiked." 
latbajrwlKW  Uu  B«i»akl  «on<ef«BOeof  1^  taue  cfanrcli  declared,  oa 


i 
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lore,  10  bewail  their  misfortune;  anotlior  conference,  else- 

faiere,  clioknl   with  its  oxclamatioDB  the  fimt  word  of  a 

nmthpr  whfi  hnd  canght  tlio  contagion  of  BWlttioniBni,  and 

^bu,  instemi  of  the  torrent  of  phrases  which'  meant  every- 

Bling  ami  nothing,  pnt  forwnnl  coticrete  qneetioiifi  and  de- 

iDonded  n  plain  ves  or  no;  nil  CDii6ncd  thcmiielres  more  and 

more  to  denouncing  slavery  m  abstraeto,  and  look  greater  and 

Ater  piiinn  to  nrap  slavery  in  the  United  States  around 

ith  a  lying  mist,  and  to  ficreen  it  from  observation;  all 

TO  influeneed  1iy  thn  dread  of  neeing  their  cluirch  divided 

into  two  p«rtie«  hy  slavery;  and  many  were  found  who  b6> 

gan  to  produce  proof  that  elarery  was  approved  of,  or  at 

least  not  condemned,  by  the  Bible.' 

To  he  an  abolitionist  and,  at  the  eamo  time,  a  member  of 
Hebnrch,  became  more  nnd  more  dif^cult  every  dny,  nnd,  in 
Bnie  eases,  even  imposfiible.  Bnt  that  the  united  opposition 
W  nenrlv  nil  the  ehurchcs  was  nionn  more  than  ^ufUcicnt  to 

4 

checkmate  abolitloni^im  to  snch  an  extent  that  the  slightest 
danf»er  to  the  pwnliar  institution  could  not  grow  out  of  it, 
American  oould  for  a  nioment  doubt.    Not  the  slavery 


c 


I  amtrai;,  \>j  b  Tot«  of  120  a«aiii«t  14.  that  it  did  "  vfaoDjr  diaclaini  any 

nsht,  wiab  (!),  or  int«ntion  to  icterfera  viUi  the  dril  and  political  relation 

of  Bwalcr  and  alare,  ai  H  rxiflU  in  tJiC  liaveholdinit  Btalo  of  tiuB  union." 

neKflMn  (brtbb  decUiatJon  ie  ^T«n  in  Iho  pastoral  addroas.     "Hie 

qoe«tioiii  of  ■luvery  in  tlia  Uuited  StAt^,  by  tiio  oonrtitational  compAft 

jfii-V"  bindR  a*  togefber  aa  a  cation,  is  left  to  be  refnilated  Ijj  the  Hrenl 

Hkle  Icgialatmo  IhamaclTn;  uid  Uicrett;  U  put  beyond  the  oonttol  of  the 

^kml  Korennneat,  w  well  aa  of  olL  ccdcuiutical  bodiii;  it  bvin^  maoi- 

ital  lint  in  tfae  ^*eholdin([  itatfs  tbetusclvm  the  entira  (IJ  ncponaibillty 

rf  i(a  eii«teoc4  or  uon-exiateuce  lesls  vritb  tbow   •tat4   l«gialatui-n." 

GoodeU.  jtp.  107.  Mo.  146. 

'  1  iroold  relex  any  one  int«K«ted  in  the  dirlnil*  of  thi*  dcrdopmrat  to  the 
Mrin  aiready  died  and  ScndciliiDd's  AntiSliiwry  MiuhhiI;  Iu  Ma.tliii:k'a 
Uudoqr  oE  AnierJaui  Slavet;  and  Uethcdism;  Facts  for  Baiitist  Cliutchw; 
■trarr'a  TXia  Cbuich  as  it  is,  or  The  Forlorn  Hope  of  Slaveryj  StoDUm'a 
Choicb  and  tha  Rebellion  a^caintt  tike  Ooreniiumt  of  tbe  United 
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of  the  blacks  bnt  ite  own  ecrritudo  vrbieh  BccceMri];  n- 
Eiilted  tlivrcfrom,  drove  the  unu-illiag  uortlito  a  more  dettr- 
mined  and  tuongiiiiunU  oppo&itioa  to  the  tlavocracy.  1^ 
nhoHtionistd  had  to  far  waked  Dp  the  omflcieoca  of  tho  peo- 
ple of  tlio  frtx;  states  Uiat  it  could  QOt  agsin  be  sunk  entirdj* 
in  Bleep  by  menaceB  or  sophistry;  but  it  was  tlio  vlolouMof 
tlio  filavocracjr,  frightened  iuto  a  suicidal  pro]>iiig&Ddisin, 
which  firat  goaded  them  into  real  resistanoo.  Tho  protostot 
reroltod  consdences  gave  birth  to  the  horrible  preeentiuiODt, 
that,  perhaps,  a  frightful  etnigglo  would  booome  unavoid- 
able; but  that  etruggle  waa  began  and  carried  on  bj  tbe 
filavocracy  to  saro  their  own  ekin.  From  the  clhtcal  side  of 
tha  question,  came  tlie  impulse  wliich  urged  it  into  a  new 
phase  of  development,  but  the  struggle  win  concerned  with 
a  political  qnestion  winch  had  nething  to  do  with  alarcry. 
Slavery  carried,  in  itself,  the  antidote  against  it3  poifion.  It 
.foiced  the  north  to  recognize  that  its  highest  iDtcroats  called 
upon  it  to  that,  its  duty  and  right  of  doing  whicli,  it  wu 
arguing  away  with  increasing  ekill  and  zeal.  A  correct  v-al- 
uation  of  its  interests  finally  outweighed  the  ignoring  of  tho 
ethical  cleincut,  and  the  better  understanding  of  the  latter, 
promoted  by  this  means,  bc^an,  in  turn,  to  afford  an  inouDt- 
ivc  to  a  more  vigorous  advocacy  of  the  former. 

Tbe  churches  iu  tho  nurtb  went  through  tliis  procera  of 
developmeut  with  tbe  entire  population,  a  process  which 
lastctl  procieely  <jne  generation.  What  the  clergy  aad  ihe 
laity  verged  in  the  scriptures  had  laboriously  ouUectcd  from 
the  hietorical  original  documents  of  thair  religion,  and  stttctied 
into  a  whole  accordiug  to  tlteir  wi-ilies,  they  again,  as  Belf-oon* 
»cloiuciUzeasof  tliorapubltc,rippedup.  The disgnuw  which 
they  bad  to  snffer  as  men  and  as  members  of  the  tree  oom- 
monwcatth,  tore  away  tiie  vail  they  had  made  out  of  the  dead 
letter  to  cover  up  ihe  living  spirit  of  their  religion.  "Whea 
their  flesh,  which  had  smarted  under  the  yoku  of  blavvry,  hadi 
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tauj;bt  tliem  to  lieten  once  more  to  the  voice  of  human  rca- 
»on  and  liiimnn  fooling,  and  before  they  lind  rammaged  the 
Concordance  for  an  aothorizing  text,  tlieji-  tiecanic,  in  this 
qnealiou,  aa  scrvftnts  of  Chriet,  fitrTmits  also  of  huniBnity. 
Tho  morals  o£  politics  are  in  bud  repute  with  most  men ;  bat 
Lielory  ac^Qaints  na  with  many  cases  in  which  politice,  with 
Hi  fnrtheranc«  of  inter«6t«,  haa  been  a  healthy  preserving 
medium,  and  tJio  religion  of  the  churcliee,  with  ita  moral 
cutumandg,  gait  which  !ias  lost  ita  flavor. 

It  is  not  without  importance  for  the  nnderetandiiig  of  tho 
"  irroprcseiblo  coofllct,"  that  the  immediate  material  import- 
ance of  the  qnestion  which  n^in  brought  the  north  and 
Bouth  into  colliaioD,  was  only  slight. 

It  has  already  been  reinarkeii„  that  the  abolitionista  on- 
conditiuniilly  ucknowlcdged  the  want  of  powurof  tho  Federal 
gtivernrDent  to  do  anytliiiij^  within  tlic  etntc^  agninst  Bla%'ery. 
The  situation  in  the  Dietrictof  Oolnmbia  was  very  different. 
Tlicrc  slavery  existed  only  by  virtue  of  Uio  foderaJ  law  ot  Feb- 
mary  37,  1801,  which  lefttholawaofMaryland  and  Virginia 
in  force  there.  Ilcncc,  here  elavcry  could  be  abolished  by 
law  at  any  moment.  Therefore,  not  only  the  abolitionists, 
bat  also  many  more  motlerate  opponents  of  slavery,  were 
conrinced  that  it  should  be  done  without  delay.  Tlio  matter 
was  frequently  agitated  in  congrega.  On  tho  6th  of  January, 
1829,  Miner,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the  appointment  of  ft 

rmittBu  which,  among  other  things,  was  to  '*  inquire  into 
BXi>cdieucy  of  providing  by  law  forthegmdaal  abolition 
of  slavery  in  tho  District." '  The  house  rejected  the  cutting 
argumcntj)  iMivanced  in  favor  of  the  motion  by  a  vote  of 
One  haudrod  and  forty -one  against  thirty-seven,  but  atlopted 
the  motion  itself  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
SAUiift  sixty-six.*    The  charge  that  this  result  was  a  cod- 

^Oeb.  of  ConifT.,  X.  ppi  SS^  800. 

>  Ibid.,  p.  314.    Jo  the  ntgnments  advoaeed,  it  wu  tsid,  among  oUmk 
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wctucnccof  the  manner  in  wliicli  it  had  plea9c?d  the  epatler 
to  eonfititutu  tho  committee,  trad  evidently  aiifnunded.  No 
Diatt«r  who  uiij^ht  have  Iteen  chosen  as  a  uiuuiber  of  Uio 
committee,  the  hoiiso  oonid  not  have  been  induoed  to  con- 
form its  notion,  in  nti>'tlutig,  to  the  wiahtM  of  the  maker  of 
Ute  mutton.  Even  the  decided  opponents  of  shivcrjr,  with 
only  very  few  exceptions,  would  have  voted  agjtlnst  iL  On 
the  12tli  of  Decemher,  1S31,  John  Qnincy  Adams  haitdedto 
the  Iiuiisc  fiftc-L-ii  p«:titii>ntt  pmymgfi>r  tbeabotilittnof  slamj 
in  the  District,  and  at  the  sitne  lime  expressed  his  convicliona 
that,  for  reasoHB  of  expediency,  the  prayer  ehonld  be  refuted.' 
Tlie  committee  Cor  the  "DLstrict  of  Ojlumhin  to  whom  the 
petilions  n-ere referred,  reported  luoonforuiity  with  thiiirlBV. 
The  few  indifferent  words  in  which  Adnms  nientioais  thii 
matter  in  his  dini-y  nre  chamcleristie.'  It  va&  not  until  the 
next  session,  when  lEeiflter,  of  Pennsylvania  (Febniaiy  4,  ■ 
1S.1d),  handed  in  a  {>etition  of  the  luiuie  tenor,  th:it  the  flnit  f 
traces  of  disqnietude  on  the  part  of  thesoath  over  tliii  agita- 
tion sbowcil  tlieni^ielves.'  Ma&on^uf  yirgbiia,6itid  tbatikua 
ooorae  hod  been  entered  on,  tlie  end  of  which  would  be  the 
ab(}litiun  of  slavery  in  the  United  States.*  Crai^  of  Yit;g^tilB, 
however,  reprehended  his  colleagae  for  eaying  tliie,  bwMM 
*' all  the  northern stateBwereasmnchooucerued  InallDutten' 


relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia  as  those  of  tbefiouttwm 

ibiagi,  that  tbc  bouM  of  ntpntwotatiTM  of  P«iuuylntnia  bad  de<tUced  it- 
■^f,  "  bjr  an  AtmoitiinBiiintoiB  vote,"  in  hrm  of  Um  aboUdoD  of  daimg 
la tiio  Kilrict,  Bod  tbat  nt  tlu>  Jait  mwoo  of  MagMat  "anaemBiNti- 
tloiu  "  of  (be  lame  tenor,  amoniz  them  ona  of  nme  than  a  it*"— iif^  Ib> 
baUtants  of  tho  Dntrict,  had  been  pnaeated. 

'D-;l>.o(C<.nffT..  Xl.p.MO. 

*Ueiii.  of  J.  Q.  Adiutu.  VUI.  p.  434. 

•Deb.o(C«wr,Xll,p.  1«I. 

*"  .  .  tbpugb  tho  geoUeinaa  tram  Penn^nKta  ditcbiimed  Wf 
tririi  tliat  moBTm  ihoutd  KboUsh  it  [«U.r«7j  ia  th*  atstea,  yvl  Ihb  wu 
biittbeooBiiiieBoeiiwiibvfatenraof  taetwuTai  irbich  teoded  lotbativ 
nit." 


I 
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'  •tat««."    TUia  petition  also  veas  referred  to  the  committee  for 
the  Digtrict  oF  Col  umbia,  after  the  motion  to  la;  it  on  the  table 
I  bad  be«n  rejected  hy  a  vote  of  Dinctj-eigbt  agaiiist  scvealy- 
Sve.    Two  years  later,  this  first  position,  the  attack  on  which 
1  now  WM  happily  repelled,  was  lost;  the  motion  of  Chinn,  of 
i  Virginio,  to  lay  a  petition  of  eight  hundred  women  of  Now 
Tork,  for  the  abolition  of  filarcry  in  the  District,  on  the  table, 
waa  adopted  bv  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  scvcntctii  iiguinsk 
soTCDly-seven.'    This  ivas  the  signal  for  tlie  Iwginning  of  the 
B  hnttlc  along  the  whole  line.    When,  two  weeks  later,  a  nam- 
her  f>(  similar  petitions  waa  pi-esentod  to  the  house,  McKin- 
ley,  of  Alobama,  called  speciiU  attention  to  tlio  unanimity 
of  view,  that  no  action  ebould  be  takca  on  the  mailer  during 
the  ciirrcTit  scesion;  but  the  motion  to  Iiavo  the  lost  memo- 
rial printed,  led  to  an  angiy  debate,  in  which  most  of  the 
essential   elements  of  the  question  wore  touched  by  both 
•idea.      Bonldiu,  of  Virginia,  wiu  in   faror  of  pnnting  it, 
that  tlic  eoiith  mi^ht  see  what  was  thought  at  the  north  ol 
Blarerj-;  for  what  was  taid  of  slavery,  alaveholderfi  and  slave* 
markets  in  the  District,  was  ecjually  applicable  to  the  morals, 
castomB  and  legnl  rights  of  the  population  of  the  whole  south. 
^  Millard  Fillmore  6aid  that  ae  a  citizen  of  Now  York  and  as 
Hk  member  of  the  house,  he  was  interested  in  the  queatioa 
bow  it  stood  in  the  District  witli  the  clnim  of  being  able  to 
own  hnnian  being*;  that  it  was  "a  grciit  national qncstion.'* 
ifi'Kinlcy  called  tlio  memorial  barefaced  and  a  fire-brand. 
HCltmunt  C.  Clay,  his  colleague,  demonstrated  the  rightlnl- 
Bneos  of  these  cbaracterlzatlous  further  by  the  question,  what 
Vvalue  the  asstuance  of  the  representatives  of  thu  north  tliat 
tbegr  did  not  desire  to  meddle  with  the  internal  affairs  of 
the  slave  stated,  when  they  allowed  publications  which  were 
threatened  by  nearly  all  the  slave  states  with  euvere  pcnnl- 
tiea  to  be  spread  over  tlie  whole  country  by  congress,  could 

*  r«bni«i7  2. 18.%.    Del.  of  Cougr..  XII,  p.  666. 
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lave.  Ilciirj^  A.  Wieo,  of  Virginia,  closed  his  angry  dw 
mation  with  the  doclarotion;  Our  nortliern  bretliren 
to  bear  the  efEccta  of  slavery  as  tlie  coosequenoe  of  our  [lo- 
litical  system.'  The  only  oorroct  answer  to  tliia  would  liare 
been :  The  war  against  slavery  must  be  borne  by  our  fiouth- 
em  brethren  as  the  conscquoitcc  oC  onr  political  eyaUtD. 
These  two  simple  sentences,  equally  incontestable  luiiJ  eqcally 
evident,  contained  the  wholoElavery  qtiestion,  and  proved tbe 
impo^ibility  of  its  peaceable  consUtutiunal  setclemont.- 

Thero  was  no  one  in  the  Union  yet  who  had  clearly  con- 
ceived this  double  consequoocc  of  the  existing  actual  and 
legal  circnm  stances,  and  onlj  few  understood  one  pha«c  of 
tliem  in  its  fnll  bearing-.  Even  the  radical  wing  of  the  aboli- 
tionists had  not  yet  drawn  the  last  conclasion,  and  when  it 
did  draw  it,  it  took  that  saying  of  TVlsc  abov«  mentioned  »i 
its  premise.  Not  the  light  but  the  dark  eido  of  the  donblc 
nature  of  the  Union  was  first  recognized,  and  not  the  faDsties 
of  freedom  but  the  fanatics  of  slavety,  were  the  first  to  r«oo^ 
niae  it  perfectly,  and  to  eummoa  alt  the  acutcness  of  their 
thought,  and  all  their  wamith  of  feeling,  to  open  tlio  oyeent 
the  whole  people  to  it  Thoy  here  met  in  their  own  camp, 
at  hnit,  with  almost  as  mnch  opposition  as  in  the  camp  of 
their  opponents. 

Here,  a^in,  Galhoan  towered  above  all  otbora  by  more 
than  n  wliolu  head.  His  motion  (January  7, 1836)  not  to 
receive  two  jietiUoas  for  the  abolition  of  elavoi'y  in  tbo  Pis- 
tiict,  brought  on  tho  debate  which  the  senate  bad  luckily 
avoided  a  few  days  before  by  the  reeolntion  to  lay  a  siioUar 
petition  on  the  table,'    The  war  of  words  lasted  uotQ  the 

'  "  Sir.  tluTer;  ii  interwoven  iritb  oar  very  politick]  ^a»^*in^  {■ 
lA<ii*d  by  Mir  eoBStitoboB,  nad  ita  oooaeqaencee  nuiat'  b«  Imtdo 
aOtibem  bretbran,  wraraltins'frora  miiiTiteai  of  gonnmirati  and) 
flHinol  kttaak  Uw  iiutitiitiaiu  oC  iiMnrj  witbont  »t*»*fc^f[  tlu  : 
^ihtoaataxj,«amMir  aadwetfan."    Dob.  of  Ogngr^  Xn.  p.  87Sk 

*lUl,p.70B. 
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lltli  of  March.  Ncnrly  one-half  of  nil  the  senators  tuck 
part  in  it,  and  nearly  nil  the  sjwaktrs  clisstisuii  Calliouu 
with  their  untiring  tooguos,  because,  as  Brown,  of  North 
Curolina,  exprotsscd  it,  he  hiul  opened  ih\&  box  of  Pnudora 
Hnd  endangered  the  peace  and  <|iiiQt  uf  the  country  to  go  on 
a  Quixotic  e.'^pedition  in  search  of  abstract  constitutional 
questions.  His  colleagues  from  tjie  (ilavelioldiiig  states 
nf^ked  him  what  neoeesity  there  was  of  raising  the  question 
uf  principle,  ivhich  was  a  purely  formal  one,  eo  long  a&  com- 
plete unanimity  aa  to  tlie  preservation  of  the  material  rights 
and  interests  of  the  soutli  prevailed.  The  (tenatorH  from  the 
northern  states  cautioned  him  not  to  labor  more  fiiiccedefully 
^Hor  tlie  nlwlttionista  llian  they  were  ahle  to  themselves  by  all 
their  emissaries  and  publications,  by  hU  attack  on  tlie  right 
of  petition.'  And  from  both  sides  came  the  old  charge 
Bgnin  that,  in  order  to  promote  the  purposes  of  hia  party,  bo 
waa  endeavoring  intentionally  to  incenae  the  north  and  the 
Nmth  ftgninst  each  other. 

There  wns  ranch  truth  in  all  this,  but  Calhoun'p  demand 
Was  nerertholese  not  only  warranted,  but,  considered  from  the 
standpoint  of  tlic  soutli,  it  was  tlie  only  correct  course,  so 
long  tswhat  Calhoun  had  said  when  making  hia  motion: 
that  "the  petitions  wore  in  themselves  a  foul  slander  on 
nearly  one-half  of  the  state!)  of  tlie  Union,"  could  not  be  re- 
fatod.*  "Wliatever  might  be  the  law,  there  was  no  moral 
difference  between  slavery  in  the  District  and  slavery  in  the 
toathem  states.  Wliat  was  said  agninst  the  former  waa 
tddroMOd  aUo  to  all  the  slave  states.  If,  aa  all  the  petitions 
tilled,  the  nature  of  slavety  mode  its  existence  in  the  Dis- 
trict a  national  disgrace  and  a  national  sin,  the  same  disgmoo 
and  the  same  gin  weighed  down  every  soathem  state.  Heuoo 
the  petitions  branded,  even  when  thoy  did  not  say  a  woid 
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'IMiL  el  Ongr.,  XII,  pp.  717, 7S8. 
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mbout  tlicm,  both  the  slave  et&t«e  and  the  confltitatioD— tlw 
formor  bocauso  thej  not  onljr  made  no  attempt  to  remoTi! 
the  inherited  evil,  but,  witli  jealous  uiro,  mode  it  over}'  Hay 
more  nnd  tnoro  the  fnriniLtive  principle  of  tlieir  whole  beiti^ 
aiid  the  hitter  because  it  not  oii\y  tacitly  recognized  sliLTDTf 
a»  a  fact  which  the  states  exclusivelj*  had  potrer  lu  dal 
with,  but  because  it  nioreorer  served  in  many  essential  n- 
•pects  u  iCA  direct  support  or  pruLectiou.  Should  iLe 
natiutml  logidature  novr,  in  any  \ray,  ufler  it«  a^sistauoe  U 
brand  such  mi  iustitution  of  oiie-half  of  tlie  constJtntifB 
members  of  the  iiutioii,  one  towimU  wliicli  the  national  ooii' 
Ktitution  ostiunied  such  an  attitudet  It  wait  not  tlie  inqaiu^ 
lorial  meeting  which  morally  loconited  Die  "grent  nnllifier' 
on  account  of  thi^  new  attempt  on  the  peace  and  exiaunee 
of  Uie  Union,  but  the  fanatical  etnteit-rigliter  who  gave  tba 
ouly  answer  to  the  qae&tion  which  was  in  Imrmony  with  tlM  { 
nature  of  tlic  nationnl  coaatitutional  etate.  Calhoun  vmJ 
tinqnestaonably  right  when  he  snid  that  nnlesa  an  undooblei' 
{>rovision  of  the  constitution  compelled  them  to  receive  nch 
petitions,  it  was  their  duty  to  reject  them  at  the  very 
old.' 

Oallionn  showed  that  there  was  no  such  absolute  compoU 
sion  by  an  undoubted  oonstitntionel  provision,'  and  he  proved ' 
Utat  it  WAS  all  over  with  slavery  in  the  Union,  if  the  att 

* "  Af  Kicat  M  wouM  be  the  adranlagv  b  tho  aboUtiaQutB.  if  ««  an 
boond  to  RoeiTe  — if  it  would  be  a  vioIatiOB  of  the  Tight  of  potitioa  not  ba 
nociTe,  v»  most  aoqaioeoe.  Oa  tia  other  haai,  if  it  ifaaQ  be  ibown,  oot 
enljr  that  m  an  DOtboimd  to  ncttjvv,  Irat  that  to  reoeire  on  the  grooad  w 
irbiob  it  tuu  been  placed,  would  Morifioc  the  oorutitutioDa]  ngfati  of  lUt 
body,  would  jield  to  the  aboUtionijla  all  they  amid  hope  at  tliii  ttnie.  and 
would  Harrendn-  ail  Uie  outworks  by  which  tho  alaTebotdinfr  itaUi  cut  it 
fend  their  riffhl«  aod  property  here,  then  no  ooaoiinout  njectioo  of  llHse 
pelitiaDtoivhtoi  right  to  follow."    Calh.'a  WoiH  U.  p.  tSG. 

*  Vr«  ehall  diKius  Um  coiutitatioaal  qaeitioti  below,  when  the  uaim 
wilt  na  ia  bow  aarrow  a  mom  of  th«  word  I  ooiMider  tho  peof  of  ttii 
oUofitkn  of  Calhoon  [vodaoed. 


THB  90DTB  AMD  TUB 


SHI 


I  on  it  were  not  Iwaten  back  rpora  tbe  first.  Ho  did  not  euspoet 
hoA'  Bliarp  a  wcn|)on  Itc  ptnccd  in  tlic  hantU  ni  (lie  aboH' 

Itioniets  by  llie  i^onresaioii,  tliat  onee  the  slicll  waa  hmkon  tho 
powor  of  resiBlauce  was  gone.'    But  It  was  tmo,  and  trne 

'  for  llie  TWL«on?  lui  j»«vo.  He  cried  out  to  tlic  sormtoM  fmm 
tbe  fioutheni  8tnte3  who  hiul  pledged  him  tlieir  ntmont  asfiiBt. 
koee  in  com  of  an  attack  on  slavery,  in  the  states,  that  the 
Ume  had  ulreiuU'  come  to  wvlcom  their  plciJge.  It  was  im- 
possible to  make  tlie  attack  with  more  efticicnt  op  with  other 
weapons  than  it  was  daily  and  hourly  made;  rvli^ions  fanatj- 
einn  hod  taken  the  field,  and  taken  it  to  enlist  tiie  moral 
jodgmc-nt  of  the  world  n^inst  aiavery,'  But,  for  tlie  south, 
there  WM  no  dioice.  Highly  as  it,  too,  vnhied  the  Union,  it 
«H  notliing  as  comp»red  with  this  question,  far  this  ques- 
1)00  involved  the  existence  of  the  south.  Tlio  last  cent  nnd 
Uia  laet  drop  u£  blood— such  would  bo  the  "iin[teriou» 
neeaMity."* 

***Bnak  tbroogb  Ui«  eboll — peoeliatc  tb«aiut — udiI  then  bnoic* 

:  witliiD.    In  the  pTMcnt  caat«st.  thfl  qiiention  on  receirinfr  conKti* 

'.  Mm  our  frontior.    It  is  U)»  tint,  the  cxWi«r  qtintion,  that  cover*  and 

I  protect!  all  tlii>  otlien.    Iiut  it  be  pcnctrnhii  byTnx-ivinstht't  p<-'tiiioa,ani] 

'ttoi  a  point  ol  KtatUutee  can  be  toand  wiUiin,  tu  fnr  nir  Lliikt  ipxn-mmpnt  » 

BOuoeiiiKl.    If  w«  can  not  mtunliun  ourwlvir*  thLTP.  ve  can  not  oa  anf 

interior  podtion."    C^b.'t  Workm  II.  p.  4.31. 

*  '*  But  I  luinoanoe  to  th«n  that  thf-r  son  now  «il|i>.l  on  \o  P'dei.'ni  titnr 
pJedse.  Tbo  attelnp^  is  now  b<?ins  mn^«.  Thp  work  w  ur-ng  on  daily 
ud  boorir.  TIm!  wot  it  wu^i^tl,  not  unljr  in  the  moat  dAjif^mnii  niAnnn, 
Irat  in  the  only  nuLnncr  llu;t  it  can  bo  waffod.  Do  thi?  cxiimrt  ifant  the 
ab^tjonirta  will  Toort  to  am»,  and  onmnmiM  a  cnunulo  to  bbenle  our 
•bvea  by  fore«?  U  this  «iiat  Iboy  m^an  when  (hey  fp^'nli  of  tlie  atl*raiit 
to  abotah  slaveij?  If  w>.  let  mc  tell  ooi  friends  of  tlie  xmiili  wlio  ilifTtr 
boB  ta.  that  Um  war  vhidb  tlie  nbolitioiiinta  wnj^n  agnitiHt  lu  u  of  a  verj 
^ififfnvmt  cbantctcr,  wul  fur  mora  cS'vctiTt.  It  is  a  wai  of  r(.-tigio(u  aad 
sbtlod  faiu\tiasni,  niiitglci],  on  tlie  part  of  Lite  leaden,  wilb  atubitiun 
Ota  i«T«  of  Dolohe^  — aad  wag«d,  not  agaiast  our  lives,  bat  anr 
I  cbMaeler.  Hie  objcti  is  to  deboae  anil  humble  iia  in  our  own  ratunui<xi, 
and  that  of  Ibo  wortd  iagvnoral."  CHlh.'ii  Wurbi,  II.  pp-  4X1,4^. 
' "  yft  loft  aod  ohurtab  thu  Uoum;  wo  ruDcm'bcr  wilh  tbo  Idmlert  Ead- 
16 
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Ofllboun  8poke  to  deaf  ears.  Tt  wns  resolved,  on  ihe  !hli 
of  Marcli,  to  accept  the  petili«n,  by  a  vote  of  tliirtv-six  «gidn4t 
ten;  luid  two  days  Inter,  after  a  short  and  uniiiiportaot  d^ 
bate,  the  request  which  it  contained  was  rcfiistd  hy  a  vote 
of  thirt)'-foiir  ajjainst  six,'  after  the  south  had  been  repeat- 
odly  nnd  empltiiticJilly'  asAiired  by  tlie  !t»iuc  that  thus  a  pte- 
cedent  was  to  be  establUhed  for  the  rejection  of  all  eimikr 
petitions,  tvitltont  any  discaxaion,  directly  after  tlieir  recep- 
tion. BttvliEuian  was  the  ivorthy  father  of  tlii;  great  tlioiiglil. 
in  tliift  manner,  witJi  au  obliging  compliment  to  both  sidtts 
to  slip  tlirongh  between  the  Iianintrr  and  the  anvil.  It  va» 
a  new  triaJ  of  tlic  old  art  by  empty  formulas  to  lie  away  tlw 
contradiction  of  princijjlcs  and  tlic  collision  of  facts.  It  wha 
scarcely  to  be  expected  that  the  petitioners  vonld  recognin: 
a  material  ditfercncc  between  a  refusal  to  receive  and  a  rejec- 
tion on  principle,  without  any  discusttioo;  and  the  principle, 
ou  tlic  unconditional  maintottance  of  which  alone,  in  Cal- 
hoQn*8  opinion,  the  EWifety  of  nlavorj-  waa  io  be  lioped  for, 
was  surrendered,  Tlit-  defect  in  CallicMiti'it  reasoning  was  not, 
aa  was  claitncd  on  nil  sides,  that  it  widely  orerabot  the  mark, 
bnt  that  it  did  not,  by  any  means,  go  fur  enough,  althongh 


I 
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in^  our  oomdion  oriiriii,  with  pride  our  cammoa  aelUevenimts.  nnd  bmSif 
aaticipLtte  tfau  cotmnon  gn^ntnen  and  grloirthot  Men  to  ftwnitua;  Wt 
oriffiii.  ochJovuMnviitR,  and  nnddpatjon  of  comnon  gnatnen.  are  I0  m  u 
nothing,  eotn pored  totliii<]tieftKin.  It  in  to  as  a  vitttl  qnMtioe.  Itu)f«lns 
not  onlj  our  liliectj,  but,  vhat  ie  greater  (if  to  fm-men  an/  thing  can  be). 
ttH*"™  itKit  The  Klatlon  which  now  exisU  between  the  two  neti  m 
tba  ■latcfaotdJDiir  italca  bu  oDstcl  for  tiro  ccntune&  It  bai  pvwn  with 
oar  growth,  and  itrmgtheaed  with  our  sUentrth.  It  hai  entemd  into  and 
aodificd  all  our  inatituliaaa,  civil  luid  jKrliticflJ.  N004  o4hoi  coa  be  sobrti- 
tated.  Wo  will  not,  can  not,  pennit  it  to  be  deatiojred.  .  .  .  Ctew 
what  will,  eliiKld  it  oort  efoij  drop  oE  blood,  and  ovti;  eent  of  pcospol;. 
WD  miut  defend  onndvet:  .  .  .  wc  wonlil  net  mtdcx  no  irapenoui 
neecottf.  Tbere  would  be  to  ns  bnt  one  sltenutive  —  to  ttiompb  or  pMrillt 
■a  a  people."  Ibid.,  II.  pp.  483, 489. 
iMb.  cCOongr..  11.  pp.  741.  742. 
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^t  went  pi'cciftelj'  as  far  as  any  reasoning  oould  go,  which  was 
'3wBO(i  on  tho  sapposition  of  tho  prcsorration  of  this  Union. 
Odhonu's  weortton,  tlutt  tho  ci^nliimaiioo  uf  slavery  in  the 
Union  would  be  impo3:sible  a«  souu  m  the  iiuquulitied  con- 

miiattoD  of  it  liy  tho  abolitioniets  becaino  tho  moral  con- 
Viction  of  tho  majority  of  the  people,  and  of  tlie  civiliaxl 
world,  was  unoisailabk:.  But  could  thi»  bo  prevented  by 
making  the  thre^liolda  of  the  halls  of  congreM  magic  tino>i 
vliich  tUo  atxtlitioni&t  couf<4sicn  of  faitlt  would  not  be  able 
to  passT  Tlic  lost  conclusion  from  hia  own  irrefutable 
protuidos  was  not  to  the  effeot  that  tlie  attack  should  bo  met 
at  tlio  vcn-  border  if  it  wcrv  to  be  bualcii  buck,  but  tlmt  tliv 
attack  it:>elf  should  be  rendered  impoeaiblc.  Tiiifi  tliought 
may  be  read  as  plainly  as  if  writton  in  capitals,  between  tho 
Itnee  of  Oillioiin'a  speech  of  the  0th  of  Murch.  Uo  doc»  not 
eipross  it,  l>ccau9o  the  demand  would  have  boen  u.u  evident 
absurdity.  And  more,  ho  dncfl  not  udmit  it  to  Iiimeelf,  he- 
canae  be  neither  will  nor  can  abandon  tlio  hope  that  it  wan 
p<Mftiblo  to  save  holb  the  Union  and  eliivery.  Sucli  were  the 
oonclufiions  which  this  fila\'o  of  hie  own  logic,  who,  it  waa 
■Uogcd,  laburcd  Bystoiaatically  fur  years  for  the  destruction 
of  the  Union,  drew  from  the  desired  excliisioii  of  the  almli- 
tioniat  agitation  fi'-'ui  oougre^e,  as  if  its  excluoioii  fnjin 
congT«as  was  identical  witli  its  destriielioii.  So  long  as 
reeolutions  of  amgrcss  and  laws  could  not  destroy  the  moral 

mscinusncsa  of  the  people,  iso  long  did  tlie  day  keep  ap- 
:hing  uninterruptedly  un  which,  under  tlie  inflnence  of 

iiLt  consciousness,  either  slavery  would  have  to  collapse  or  the 

nion  to  l>e  Kitntterud.  And  so  long  as  the  moral  conscious- 
ness of  tlie  people  was  not  really  dead,  it  was  necessarily 
ronsod  to  vigorous  oction  by  every  effort  to  attain  this  end, 
And,  moreover,  every  effort  in  tlii»  direction  waa  an  attempt 
.agsinst  tho  Union. 

Hiat  bo  completely  overlooked  this  last  pointy  was  tbe 
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■ccood  radical  defect  id  Calhoun's  reasoning.      If  it  was, 
tinder  the  ctrcumatances  created  hy  tlio  coDetitutioi),  ■gaiott 
tlio  oattiro  of  the  national  state,  that  the  national  l^iialatOK 
BboolU,  in  any  way,  offer  its  n-isiHtaiice  to  pnC  a  broad  on 
Blavery,  it  was,  in  a  still  higher  de^fpee,  under  the  cironm- 
atancea  created  by  tlio  oonetitntion,  against  ihc  nature  of  tbe 
national  state,  tliat  the  national  legislature  elionld,  in  uiy  mj, 
oppose  tho  fight  against  elavcry,  so  long  as  it  was  carried  VB 
only  with  tlw  wenpons  of  the  intellect.    Colhoiio  rightly  Mid 
tlint  congress  shonld  close  ita  doors  to  the  abolitionist  peti- 
tions, nnles3  an  nndonlitcii  provision  of  tbe  eonttitution  ootn- 
pellcd  it  to  receive  tliem;  l>nt  it  waa  jnst  ai  onqncstionable, 
that  oongrese  waa  in  dutj'  bound  to  reoeire  and  to  coofrider 
tliem  conscientiously,  unless  it  were  prohibited  to  do  oo  by 
an  undoubted  pro^'i»!oTl  of  tlie  constitntion.    The  oonstitn* 
tion  mstod  on  two  opposed  preniiaes,  and  Callionn'fl  reuon- 
ing  proceeded  from  only  one  of  them,  in  a  straight  Uoe. 
Tlio  Protestant  principle  of  the  right  of  self-dotcrmination 
had  been  the  grpj*t  coloniiwr  of  New  England,  and  alt  tiie 
Englisli  colonics  reposed  on  the  broad  basis  of  the  English 
common  law,  with  its  spirit  of  moderate  legal  freedom.  From 
these  genns,  under  tlin  favoring  inthiunco  of  natural  clrouin- 
5tancca,  the  tree  of  American  repuhlicnii  freedom  had  grown, 
the  most  striking  proof  of  tho  strength  of  which  U  fnmished 
by  the  fact  that  tho  poisonnn*  branch  of  slavery  which  had 
been  engrafted  on  it  ooald  not  destroy  it,  deep  ns  it  had  car* 
riod  disease  even  into  the  roots.    Every  word  of  the  consti- 
tntion, with  the  sole  exception  of  the  provisiions  relating  to 
slavery,  was  in  harmony  with  thin  course  of  historic  devel- 
opment   The  action  of  this  course  of  development,  in  itself, 
was  a  steady  lalK>r  to  CTpcl  the  foreign  poison,  nnd  the  sla™ 
states  were  constantly  participating  tn  this  labor,  and  not 
only  as  members  of  the  Union;  but  the  same  tendency  per- 
meated their  own  political  institutions,  bo  far  as  they  were 
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not  tliQ  direct  prodiiot  of  slavery.     If  Calhoan  vriBhed  to 
B  limit  to  the  uninternipted  and  progressire  QDderniia- 
of  slavery',  evou  tUc  dcAtractiuii  of  tlio  moral  ooneciona- 
nees  of  Uic  jicople  would  nob  have  been  sufBcient;  lie  woiiUl 
have  beeu  obliged  to  huvo  a  oonstilution  adopted  which  ]>riv 
eeeded  logically,  in  all  its  -p^rii,  fn>in  ttiu  [irincipleof  slav- 
ery; hewould  have  beeit  oblig<e«l  to  clmnge  tlio  intititntioii^ 
of  the  sUtcs,  the  flave  stiLes  iticlmled,  From  their  verj  fonti- 
I'dfttion;  he  would  have  bad  to  wi^x;  out  tliu  i»)tintry'i>  |>a«t, 
froni  the  day  when  the  first  En^Ii^li  cottiers  nci  foot  ou  the 
mil  of  the  new  world;  he  would  have  bod  to  do  away  witli 
all  oodtflct  witli  the  rest  of  the  civilized  world,  the  thought 
nod  acUou  of  which  were  not  restricted  by  any  obligationa 
to  the  coostitntioa  of  the  republic.    These  were  the  reosona 
which  made  liii^  eDteriog  the  lieta  for  sl&very  iu  reality  a 
heavier  blow  ngHinst  it  tbati  all  the  attacks  of  the  abolition- 
ist*.   The  feriBcatioi)  by  facts  followed  oa  the  heels  of  tbe 
warning?  of  faia  op]iorioiits. 
^m     On  tlt<!  26tb  of  M»y,  IS36,  tlie  honse  of  representatives, 
^B>y  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  Beventeen  a^aiiiHt  »ixty-eigbt, 
^■itdoptcd  the  following  resolntion,  which  wns  introduced  by 
^Flfenry  I..  Pincknwy,  of  South  Ciirnlinii,  in  the  name  of  n 
^Hpecial  committee:    "  Resolved,  that  all  petitions,  memori- 
^ftls,r6aolation8,  propositions  or  ])a[i«n  relating  In  ntiy  way, 
or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  tlw 
^^bolitton  of  slavery,  shall,  without  \mng  eittier  printed  or 
^Beferred,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  iind  that  no  furtlier  action 
^BfcliMo^-cr  shall   l»e  luid    thereon."'      ^Vlien    John   Qutiicy 
^KAdama  was  called,  be  aiiBwered  neither  aye  nor  nay,  but  ex- 
B'olaimotl,  his  roice  rising  nlwve  the  cries  of  order  which  came 
from  bU  fiidiai^  **  I  bold  the  resolution  to  be  a  direct  violation 
the  constitution  of  tlio  United  Statea,  the  roles  of  this 
i0U8e,iiud  the  rijjhts  of  uiy  const iiuenta." 

*l>eb.o(Coi>Br.,  XUt,  p.23. 
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TbtB  was  the  Hret  of  the  so  called  gag-resolutions,  tnd 
bcfon)  it  !iiwl  l)ce:i  adopted,  tlio  man.  almost  a  BCptnagaia- 
rian,  who  had  be«n  forty-two  years  in  lus  country'a  senrioe, 
and  its  president  for  four  Tears,  declared  a  rdenUess  war 
ngainat  it.  Thi«  36tli  of  May  is  one  of  tlie  most  momonbfo 
days  in  tite  liistitry  of  ttiu  Uniun.  Thu  slavcrcracy  tied  Uie 
rope  which  the  abolitiijoigti  had  twUtcd,  in  a  noose  about 
Its  iicck.  Call.uun'»  principle  wns  as  little  [>erccivocl  by  the 
hotiec  as  by  the  senate,  but  the  reselution  of  tliu  bonao  drew 
doTTnon  the  alarocracy  all  the  evil  which  tlte  mainteDanceof 
that  priiieiplo  would  have  had,  us  a  sequel.  And  what  thai 
was,  the  south  had  already  been  informed  in  warning  tones,  by 
a  ninii  who  hiul  truly  shown  lumsetf  a  devoted  servant  of  the 
elftvocracy.  ''  I^t  it  he  onoc  uJiderstood,"  said  Buehanan, "  that 
the  aacred  rl^'Iitof  petition  and  the  cause  of  the  abolitiotiiiti 
must  rise  or  must  fall  loj^ctticr,  and  the  conscquenuea  may 
be  fatal."'  Keady  as  the  great  majority  of  the  uortbem 
popnl'ition  iniglit  be  to  support  the  slave  states  against  tltc 
abolitionists,  after  the  resolution  of  the  36t1i  of  Ma,y,  there 
was  question,  In  the  ilr^t  place,  ueither  of  the  latter  nor  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  nor  of  slavery  in  gen- 
oral,  but  of  the  right  of  petition  in  which  every  iiiemljcrut 
tlic  nation  had  n  direct  interest,  and  of  the  more  Important 
right  of  being  able  to  make  tlie  greatittit  problem  witL  which 
tlic  nation  was  confronted,  tbo  anbjcct  of  the  discD»uoa  ia 
ouo  branch  of  tho  national  legielatiiro.  Kut  because,  but 
Hpito  of,  tho  fact,  that  the  Pinckney  resolution  was  occasioned 
by  the  abolitionittt  agitatiun,  was  the  gauntlet  wlildi  liad 
h&iii  flun^  into  the  face  of  the  north  taken  up:  but  tli«  coo- 
t«6t  caused  the  north  to  mukc  a  great  Htrido  towards  rocog- 
uizing  lliat  socli  attacks  upon  the  pillars  of  the  republic,  and 
on  the  ultitoato  bases  of  freedom,  were  the  iuovitablo  OOO- 
wqneuces  of  tho  fact  of  the  existoucc  of  slavury  itfielL 

>Deb.or  CMfcr.,  Xn.p.78a 
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legal  question  wliicli  most  directly  concemc<I  the  riglii 
ition,  VTU  not  Ml  simple  ae  eccms  to  l>c  gciiemllv' u- 
EUiued  cvc-Q  now  at  the  north.  The  provision  of  tlie  con- 
»tftatioa  in  question  rende;  "Congress  shall  make  no 
law  .  ,  ,  abridjj:t[)^  .  .  .  the  rights  of  the 
pfioplo  ...  to  (Kttition  the  jt^vernment  for  a  rcdreas 
of  grieranccs."  The  right  construction  of  the  clanae  obvi- 
ODc-Iy  rcqnirce  that  sti'css  should  be  laid  on  tho  words  "  law" 
«ad  '■  iibridging."  Kow,  the  resolution  of  the  26th  of  May 
inw  Dot  a  law.aad  eo  far,  therefore,  not  in  contnuliction  with 
the  wording  of  tlii^i  pruvi«iou.  But  oongrces  ought  obviously 
to  make  no  sudi  luw,  for  the  simple  rea6on  that  that  ehoiild 
not  hap|icn  which  would  hn  produced  by  meaiie  of  eacli  a 
lav.  Hcuce.  of  cotirstii,  it  (should  atill  leas  do  by  a  Biiiiple 
resolntion  what  it  'dionldnotdoliya  law,  sinco  in  the  passiiig 
of  a  resolntjon  nil  tht;  hjirrlers  are  wanting  which  the  con- 
stitution has  catubli^hed  lu^niinst  the  making  of  an  unoouitti- 
tactoniil,  injurious  or  foolish  law.  Hence  the  apfieal  to  the 
word  "  law  "  was  ctmipletvly  nscluis.  A  fundamental  rule  in 
the  construction  of  all  law  is,  that  the  legislator  shonld  bo 

Kppoeedto  liave  had  a  rea&onable intention;  and  if  wemako 
c^  an  aesmnptton  !n  tbid  caac.  the  provision  {ihoiild  not  be 
andcratood  to  aicau  that  cougi-ess  should  nut  do  thiii  thing 
or  that  thing  only  by  a  law,  but  that  it  should  not  do  it  even 
by  meanft  of  a  law.  Hence,  the  question  amounted  simply 
to  thih:  whether  the  rveukitiun  was  an  nbridgment  of  the 
right  of  petition.  To  decide  this  question,  it  was  neceseary 
to  fix  the  limits  of  that  right  The  constitution  ^ays  nothing 
of  tbc»e  limits.  Since  it  only  prohibited  an  abridgment  of 
the  right,  it  must  have  recognized  the  right  itself  as  a  pre- 
disting  right  of  the  pcopli-,  and  as  one  independent  of  its 
iwn  proviflions.  Uence.  the  answer  to  the  c^ncstion  could 
not  bat  be  vngiie,  even  in  tlie  beet  of  cases.  It  wa.^  not  even 
lible  to  determine  beyond  question  what  was  the  Bourca 
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frftin  which  the  judgment  should  be  drawn.  Tho  prcvmiling 
opinion  was  now,  as  it  had  bcon  before  the  adoption  of  thf 
coustitution,  that  tlie  provleiou  was  eaporfliioiis,  since  th« 
geneml  government  had  only  those  righta  which  were 
granted  to  it  in  the  constitution,*  and  eiaoe  the  right  o( 
petition  was  iinpUod  in  the  iiatoro  of  the  repuUiou 
state.*  It  now  became  manifwt  what  a  rarie^  of  thiagt 
might  be  bronght  to  t]io  light  oat  of  this  dark  eouroo.  That 
this  liAppetii^il  wa&  all  the  aiorti  natural  siitcti  iiu  one  ven tared 
to  claim  that  congroes  stood  confronted,  its  hands  tied^vnth 
an  unlimited  right  of  the  pooptc.  Hcuec,  too,  tho  noce«sity 
of  not  stopping  at  the  "  natorc  of  the  republican  state  "  vw 
felt.  People  aaked  what  waa  the  praotioe  and  the  Legal 
course  of  procedure  lu  the  parliament  of  England.  TUU 
wtu  entirely  natural  atiU  juBliBable,  aincc  the  ao-cuUot]  **biU 
of  rights  "  of  the  con&tiLiition,  and  upeciallj  the  first  ameud- 
tuent,  were  adopted  from  the  political  idoaa  of  the  colonial 
period.  But  it  wae  pluin  that  Kngliak  asage  and  Eiiglilh 
law  were  not  legally  binding.  Ami  even  if  tltcy  had  been 
tegiUly  binding,  it  would  ^till  have  been  ueceeaaiy  to  go  back 
to  the  "rial lire  of  the  rcpiiblican  atate;"  that  is,  it  conid  not 
be  6»id  with  certainty  wliat  tlie  law  waa.  It  was  necessary 
to  be  satiefied  with  the  answer  to  tlie  qaestion  what  ahonld 
and  iniKit  bo  law. 
To  tlku  right  of  petition  of  the  people,  it  was  n«ooMU]r 

■  In  upiKuittfia  to  tbia  view  P.  lloar;  Mid.  in  tbo  mtifiatioa  eoorcntua 
ol  Vtrgtfiin:  "  The  aecnauiy  at  a  bill  ol  riglits  appenn  to  ms  to  be  gmJta 
in  ihia  KOTcmmcnt  tbna  «rer  it  mu  U>  any  goremnHBt  tofors."  UUittt, 
Dvb.,  111.  p.  44-'!.  'riM  adoptioa  of  tbe  fint  lunDDdment  wu>  the  wod 
HptciJiily  of  HMMohBMtlc,  Kuw  Yoik,  Xoitli  CuioUna  atul  lUiodv  IMmL 
Ibid..  IV'.  p.  SXf. 

■"Thie  wooM  ee«m  unneoManrf  to  be  cxpmtly  pioridnl  form  ftiv[ai>- 
lioao  gov cRUOcnt.  liooc  it  reanltji  tnm  tUe  faj  uaturo  of  its  Btruotun  tni 
uuMudow."  Star)-.  Oomm..  g  Hm  lU-  P-  ^^^-  *^  Ml-)-  It  ta  uA^ 
w«rth7  that  Stoiy  don  not  dsvote  cwa  a  page  to  the  ri^t  of  petition. . 
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Uiere  »houkl  \te  a  corrcepondiiig  duty  of  the  gorem- 
mcnt;  anil  fmin  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  is  ner^A&r/ 
tliut  ttic  (liit^T  elionld  consist  in  receiving.  liearin«:  and  con- 
sidering tlic  jMitition.  Tliat,  however,  tliis  dntj  is  not  nii 
«bBoliite  one,  either  of  the  Kuglish  pnrliAincnt  or  of  tho 
ooDgrexs  tif  tliv  Unitei]  Stales,  a}>pear5  frum  the  fact,  that  in 
both*  the  putting  of  tho  question,  nnd  a  vote  on  it,  hara 
•Iwaj*  Ijoou  rcunired  Iwfore  receiving  the  petition.'  Further, 
parltament  and  congreas  ]mve  alwurs  bccu  the  sole  jiidgee, 
in  what  cuios  thoy  might,  ^vith  pn^ipriety,  diKpcnBC  tliem- 
wlvwfroiu  the  general  ubligation;  their  responsibility  for 
an  abuse  of  tliifi  power  is  not  a  legal,  but  only  a  politieftl 
one.  According  to  the  parliamentary  rules  of  congrees,  ob- 
jection may  be  miulo  to  even  tho  prctcntation  of  n  petition 
without  giving  any  reason  for  tlio  objection,  and  eo  there  is 
no  Absolute  requirement  that  there  eboald  be  any  ground 
•uignod  for  refusing  to  receive  it'  Kcisons  of  cx|>cdiCDcy 
liave,  boUi  in  England  and  in  tite  United  States,  led  to  the 
nlCi  that  i)etiti(>na  »huJl  he  nrad  only  aftor  their  reception 
Lu  bem  rueolvod  npon.*  In  both  countriet;,  n^agc  cxclndc« 
tvo  great  cat^oriee  of  petitions  from  being  reoeivod:  tltow 
tlut  aro  ooucbcd  in  unbecoming  langaage,  and  tlioae  that 
are  erideatly  ontaide  of  the  competence  of  parliament  or  con- 
gress.*    Bnt  tlie  refti6ul  to  accept  hiu  not  remained  limited 

'  In  December,  1640.  Uie  houae  of  oQniinonB  upiNuiitinl  a  QominittM!  on 
onn  of  Ihe  dotio*  of  whicli  it  was  "  to  Bi?e  what  pctitionB  are  fit 
lie  KPoeired."  L.  St.  Cutliiuj;.  ElC'mcubi  ol  the  Lav  and  Practice  of 
istiro  AMcrablica  in  the  llmtcd  States  of  Aincrvi).]i.  4-'A.    JHJenon 
in  bif  Uaniml  of  Ptiriiammtoi?  t^ractieo;  "  ll^^liuljr  a  tnotioa  for 
iviai;  it  iniul  bo  iaad«  and  leooiidecl,  ai»l  a  qiiuctioa  pai,  \VhuUier  it 
be  racared?    But  a  ay  from  tbe  bouse  of  'recelreil,'  or  eren  'Om 
Imeo,  dicpenw*  with  tbo  formally  of  this  question."    Jeff. '•  Works,  IX, 
81. 

■Ibid.,  pp.  4^:^,  m. 

'Tbs  memlKT  wbi>  pteccQla  tbe  petilion  vith  a  t^oit  recital  of  Iti  con- 
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to  dicsc  two  categories  in  parliament,  and  the  farther  exoep* 
tioDshar«  been,  bj  no  m«ans,  ba&ed  siinplj  on  formal  in- 
fccts'  in  the  petitions.'  If  it  was  at  nil  minputcnt  for  i«r 
liuiuciit  aiic]  congrcbd  tu  rujvct  petitions  for  innterial  reaaons 
before  tliev  lind  come  iuto  their  |>oii:i««&iou,  it  i»  not,  indeed, 
apparent  why  tl)i»  compctenoe  in  the  premises  slioald,ia 
und  uf  itflclF,  bo  rxliaiisleii  hy  tlicsc  two  cast-fl.  llt>ih  jorlia- 
merit  and  cunf^rcad  had  establiahed  these  two  exccptiona,  ti 
which  the  constitution  of  both  countries  Bfud  ua  little  a«  of 
aoy  others,  of  tlicir  own  motion.  If  tlic£c  Wi^ra  jnsiifiable, 
ttioro  were  otliers  to  which  the  same  reasoos,  or  resaoos 
equally  {icrlitient,  might  t»e  made  to  apply* 

Hence  Culhouu'a  ehiiiii,  that  congrcaa  waa  not  absolutely 
obliged  by  ibo  first  amenHinent  to  the  constitution  to  accept 
Utc  petitions  of  the  nholitioniats,  simply  hcuui.tc  tliey  wen; 
petitionee,  was  uiic]iie«tifKiubly  warranted.  And  it\  for  tiiis 
reason  nUitic,  lliuix!  wju  no  absohitc  necessity  why  it  shonld 
accept  them,  titill  less  wmUI  ilicrc  be  nny  absolute  uecciaity 
why  it  ahould  lake  any  further  action  !□  relation  to  thetn. 
Tlie  resohition  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  Mny  26. 
did  not,  however,  refuse  to  accept  them,  but  only  prohibited 
any  action  after  ihey  were  received. 

The  practical  consequences  of  tbis  prohibition,  and  of  the 
rcfniial  to  accept  tbe  petitiona,  were  the  same.    Aa  in  the  cam 

tontofiaTecpcnisiblfltotbohoaM  thBlin  botfatbcM  raqierts  tlinn  i*  iifrl&- 
iag  oltjectioQiihle  ia  it.  If  tbe  can  accms  to  bia  a  doublJul  odd.  il  i>  ku* 
dafytoiajMOD  pmmtinir  tin'  |<etitian,  and  to  Btata  Uie  reaMina  Umtfis. 

>  In  relation  bo  th«*e,  lee  Cuiiilnj;,  pp.  409-U7, 

*Ainonff  theexaraplesrited  b3rOallKHUi,ire6n<ltfaefoIlowinK:  "OnHir 
21(t  Pooemtm,  1706,  KcmItmI,  tbat  Uili  liouac  will  rccoive  do  pstitioa  for 
any  «um  of  monvr  iclatinj;  to  public  aenrioe  Init  vbat  b  rrconuoMided 
from  Ibo  vrovn.  Upou  tbe  11th  of  June,  171i,  ihii  i* il4>d;Ln>d  lobe* 
staitdiiifr  order  of  llio  bouM."  Work*,  II,  p>.  47S.  Tlis  ivfniulk  to  nceif* 
pntitioni  aeaioct  pcndins  bilb  are  muaerous.  Tbe  whole  wriea  of  ouei 
c\us\  in  Cuifaiair,  pp.  i&l,  452  (g  1100),  U  not  ootMeoud  witb  at  iMtf 
purely  bnnal  dcfeela 
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a  refusal  to  accept,  eo  also  in  tlie  case  of  prohiljition,  the 
quesLiou  of  cou$titutionaIity  had  to  be  ducided  ntx-urding  to 
tJiis  —  wbvtlicr  the  reasons  a&atgned  fur  tlic  &top  coiild  stand 
the  test  uot  auly  of  oae  definite  constitutiuiial  provision  or 
anotlier,  bat  the  test  also  of  Ihe  genius  of  the  oonatitaUon  in 
itB  entirety- 
■    It  was  iiot  pretended  that  the  nnbocoming  Ian<;uagG  of  the 
petitions  or  the  incompetency  of  ct»]grcis  ^  mode  Uio  Pinck- 
uey  resolution  nece^^nry,  nor  was  it  left  to  the  i>cople  to  dis- 
■bovcr  what  the  pi-osiitoptive  reasons  wore.    Wliilc  the  rela- 
tion of  oongreis  to  aUvery  in  the  states  and  to  slavery  In  the 
Difltnct  of  Colninbia  was  preciircly  doiiticd  in  two  bald  rcso- 
lations,  the  makers  of  the  motion  thought  it  incumbent  on 
them  to  preface  the  pig- resolution  by  a  formni  atMcineutof 
the  reasons  whicii  dictated  it    This  etiitcincnt  Wiia  as  fol- 
lows:   "And  whcrctifi,  it  ia  cxtroniely  important  and  dceir- 
hble  that  the  agitition  of  tliis  subject  should  be  finally  ar- 
Httt-dfor  the  purpose  of  restoring  trnnqnilitj  to  the  public 
BuimI*  yeur  committco  respectfully  :-ccommend,"  etc    The 
itatomcDt  of  reasons  was  accepted  witJi  the  i-csolution,  and 
henoe  it  is  to  be  considered  tliat  of  the  bduso  and  not  that 
^l  the  committee  only.    The  honec,  therefore,  notified  the 
■eople  that  it  deprived  tlio  right  of  petition,  so  far  as  slav- 
ery was  concerned,  of  all  practical  volne;  that  is,  tliat  the 
lionee  practically  abolished  it,  because  it  expected  by  so  do- 
ing to  restore  Uic  calm  of  pablic  feeling  which  seemed  do- 
uble to  it.    If  it  were  authorized  to  do  this,  it  might,  of 
)ur9e,  practically  abolish  the  right  of  petition  in  relation  to 
rei7  other  question  the  diacoBeion  of  vrUicli  would,  in  it« 
pinion,  difitnrb  the  calm  of  public  feeling;  tJmt  is,  it  was 

^■llittwonulof  UiAtfareoresoIutiaiw  was  lu  foUovnt:  " Tha.t  congroM 
bt  (!j  not  to  intrtfwe  in  any  way  with  titMtf  'm  Ihe  Diatrrt  of  Cotuui- 
"  It  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  one  liuadred  and  thirlj'-two  agaiml 
T-five. 
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left  absolutely  to  oonj^rcfts  to  dvci<Io  in  respect  to  witat  qii«ft- 
tiotiG  itwoiild  nllowtlie  people  so  to  petition  tliat  iheir  peti* 
tioiiing  might  come  to  hare  a  meaning  throQgh  the  pos^bil- 
ity  of  !tft  having  pi-octical  cooBequeiiocs:  the  right  of  peti- 
tion had  ceased  to  be  a  right  Henoo,  bj  the  statement  of 
i-caeotis  by  whidi  it  ))Ii-A«cd  the  house  to  preface  tho  resoln- 
tion  of  the  S6th  of  Mav,  that  re^oliition  came  in  direct  coo- 
diet  with  tiio  firat  aniuiidmunt  ta  the  ooruititutjon. 

But  Uici-c  was  no  Deed  of  this  etatcmenl  of  rcasona  to 
demonstrate  the  nnconstitationali^  of  tlie  rcMlatJon.  Ths 
mitiireof  tlivrcpiiMicaii  state  postulates  Oic right  at  peddoa. 
The  goveniiiient  of  a  republic  does  not  exist  iu  ita  owu  ri^L 
The  source  of  all  its  powers  is  the  people.  So  long  as  the 
stAto  U  a  republic,  not  only  {q  name  but  in  rculitv,  tbara 
must  be  some  means  to  bring  the  wishes  of  tlie  people  before 
the  govcrnincnt,  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it  Ihu  duty  of  ths 
latter  to  consider  them.  Hence,  it  wae  entirely  correct  thai 
the  conslltittioti  represented  the  right  of  i»etition  ss  a  right 
i]idci)fiideiii  of  and  exiattng  before  it;  for  the  consdtntioa 
did  not  make  tfic  state  a  republic,  but  the  republican  peoj^ 
had  given  thuiuaetvcs  this  constitution,  and  the  right  of  peti- 
tion i»  the  only  possible  means  corres[)Ouding  to  that  end. 
Tlie  people,  indeed,  is  sovereign;  but  the  people  is  DOttha 
aggregate  of  all  indiridnnls  as  such,  to  say  nutliinv  of  a 
gronp  of  iiidlvidnalfi  consHtnted  at  pleasure,  and  of  any  4b- 
sirable  mn^iiitude.  lint  tlin  popnlatioii  in  its  political  orgaii- 
iKation.  The  giiveming  will  of  the  people  has  obtained  iu 
fixofl  expres.*ioii  in  the  con Rtitn tion,  and  it  fnr'hor  eoniinii- 
ally  averts  itself  iu  the  manner  ia  whioh  the  ilifforoot  fyt- 
tore  of  the  goverumentr  according  to  the  provtslona  of  the 
constitution,  pnw(.>ed  from  the  popnhition.  'Heyoml  thin,  it 
slioald  not  go,  if  the  {j^vornment  U  really  to  remain  a  gov. 
ernmeiit.  If  tho  governraoot  places  ibrelF  in  permanontoon- 
flict  witii  tlie  views  of  a  preponderant  majoritv  of  tlio  poopte. 
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Tit  perishes  of  itaelf  ttirougli  the  regular  process  which  cre- 
ates it,  But  if,  whilo  it  is  n  government,  another  will  stands 
above  its  will  with  tliu  liimling  force  of  law,  there  can  lie  no 
aach  thing  u  the  stnto.  for  tlie  idea  of  the  etatc  reciulres  tliat 
the  government  fihonld  be  the  Iiigbcat  organ  of  the  will  of 
_tbo  atata'  It  ehonld  not  be  conimiindod,  but  it  is  its  duty 
^tr>  Ueten  to  the  wislics  of  the  people,  for  the  solf-detennina- 
tion  of  tlte  people  remains  the  fnmUtnetilal  principle  of  the 
repnblic,  and  botli  the  vicwa  and  wiintis  of  the  ppojile  are 
always  in  conrse  of  development.  TVith  this  devplopment 
no  government  mttitt,  as  \n  its  dnty,  remain  in  official  con- 
[fact,  and  this  it  cnn  do  only  by  means  of  the  right  of  peti- 
The  government  aloiie  hn^  to  decide  the  fulfilltiicnt 


I  vord  "  gorenunfflt "  In  evident!;  not  to  b«  andcntoixl  hen  in  tin 
vaanw  mum  aiUiAitA  to  it  by  th«  ordinary  oHierc  of  speech  m  Europe. 
*I  bcUcvfl  that  I  havo  «ud  cnoogh  to  refute  the  ■ophiMiy  with  whidi, 
r.  a  put  ol  tlte  Dorthem  i1aadanl>t>can:n  of  Uui  wuUi  suu^ht  to  prov« 
\  ttiAt  iu  m  driROCnUic  republic  tite  ntcbt  of  peliticm  ia  ftltiiiMt  lummoifl^Mi. 
X  apcdmen  of  Ihta  kinil  of  icaAin,  kowpvia-,  may  not  be  unintt^rmtiMti  to 
thawattgri  "Butthia '  right  of  petition, 'about  ntii^hve  have  lately  hoard 
to  mociii  ia  «»  of  a  very  inferior  order,  and  one  to  the  ooiuLractinn  nnd 
■pplicaSioa  at  wtiicb  timy  Anii:Ti;»n  dt-niocr-Lt  luujtl  ttniiif  u  diH'urent 
wfiaL 

"  [  t  •eenui,  iodeed,  to  arffuc  n  sti-auifi;  tuiaapptelir-iuion  of  Uic  true  scniiu 
of  aor  inxtitatwas,  to  ijuirt  oiwd  tliia  u  oiw  of  tha  conliniLl  piinciplM  el 
AoKrican  Hbertr.    -    ■    . 

"  The  right  of  pobtion  ■«  no  longer  to  bim  (the  American  citizan)  one  of 
thcae  dear  and  ncnNl  pnvilei;»  to  which  vbould  atludi  tbo  incxtinubls 
Tilno  fiowdaimedforit  bjrthou  vhoueoitavon'i-dJf  asan  ongino  fortho 
indirect  atanaptiahnnitof  un  ulterior  olijecl  beyond  the  conceded  ^cope  of 
ORiititiitioBal  pcm«r  of  CDRgma.  He  posaMsM  a  hlshn  ri^lit.  in  which 
inferior  isonnbodowcd  and  reduced  to  insij^nificiuicc,  tlio  ri^iit  of  dic- 
B'kitieB.  Prayer,  in  afl'aii«  of  human  government,  U  not  Uie  mppropriats 
l''laosnnceIn'rhiilip;norain  hewbo«r\io]'«  the  right  to  uttiY  thAncnnttji  ot 
mramand.  attaeh  any  peculiar  nine  to  the  poor  privitexe  oF  upplication. 
The  Ainencao  ciUzen  powMMi  Ibo  fimdom  at  •peach,  of  the  prm,  and  of 
tbe  ballot  box.  EvcTT  ncwlj^  propnwMl  ^^f<>rtll  hu^  tree  K»pc  and  play 
I  tlMW  iBftrnmeBla,  to  work  out  that  ouavicUon  in  tba  public  mind 
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of  what  wishes  i&  legally  proper  nnd  expedient,  but  it  la  not 
aiitborized  to  prohibit  the  exproesion  of  iinv  wish  whatever 
as  iiioppoptune,  or  —  which  amonnis  to  the  same  ihiog— to 
reeognizo  a  dntjr  ot  the  governmeut  corre»poDding  to  the 
rigTit  of  petitiun  of  the  people  onlr  to  tho  extent  that  the 
petitions  eeem  oppurttine  to  it  A  riglit  tlic  limits  otwhldi 
are  to  ha  dctenniitod  nrhitrarily  by  the  obligated  par^,  i«  no 
right  whattiver.  That  tlie  time  of  the  goremraent  belong- 
ing to  tlic  state  may  uot  be  made  the  plnjthing  of  fools  ind 
knHTvs,  itie  government  should  Ite  allowed  a  discretion  ia  re- 
Bpect  to  the  opportniieneafl  of  petitioaeso  extensive,  that,  io 
aoy  ^ven  ease,  it  might  act  as  if  it  actnallj  had  the  powen 
aboTo  mentioned.  If  the  house  of  rapresciitiitiveg  bad  beeo 
satiEiSed  to  do  this,  it  would  have  been  bard  to  produce  the 

nquisite  to  maVa  St  pntctically  efl^ctnal.  Tlie  priTileg«  ot  addmrioK 
l>ray<'r  to  th<>  t^niponuy  depMitanea  at  gcrKramoatal  aatJiori^  delaBUri 
from  tha  iodinittml  citiun  hinuelf.  comtitiittw  no  enUisins  or  itreogtlioi- 
ing  ocMition  to  thvM  niOkmi  of  influenoe.  WbaX  cam»  be  for  thia  phviUfv? 
If  dnirOLM  of  caii^iutf  out  any  pariiculu  icfonm  am  be  not  wtilo  tndj 
for  it  ia  DewEpaperB  aiid  rv>vit>\n  —  ran  lio  itot  iqicalc  fttsolj-  for  il  st 
tlie  (trcct  Gonicn,  from  tho  bmuo  tops,  in  Uie  ^vqaent  popoUr 
Uiiget? 

*'  Wc  hoIH,  then,  Uiikt  vo  an  in  M  leipMt  bonnd  to  eoniboe  tfae  t< 
ot  the ociutilution  to  whidi  appeal  ia  made,  Id  the  mido  large  aod  htnsl 
i^rtt;irhicli  vre  would  apply  to  the  other  rit^ita  nhicb  an  ennmaiaMdia 
th«  uuse  clause,  nor  to  extend  tlicm  beyond  tlio  limiteil  maao  Biei  hy  a 
■trict  coDMbuction  of  them.  Andin  th«  pment  caae  nil  tboae  w)ia  «nta< 
tain  a  dtRvwnt  now  from  Qiat  of  tba  petitiotuti,  a*  to  the  efi>BCt  cf  lb* 
movement  ol  whiob  then  petitkoa  hare  been  made  thi;  principal  inrin- 
ment.  are  perfectly  jtutifiaUn  ia  oboyisg  the  motivm  wbicb  dictate  (a  then 
Ifae  duty  of  qoieUns  tho  aKitatioa  of  thia  «xcitinK  aad  daagcriMM  topie  n 
affiffTCH,  proridcd  they  are  bome  oab  by  the  i»Iain  ternu  of  th*  coatitB- 
tion,  fairly  and  dosolf  comtned.  If,  tbe»foi«,  '  ooDgnat '  itfraia  fnv 
pBwring  any  '  law '  abridtnon  '  Uie  ligbl  of  the  pt^ple  peaceably  Io  ■iiii 
bK  and  to  petition  for  a  redieu  of  gmvaacsi,'  the  isquitltion  of  tba  am- 
•tttnlion  it  lutfidi^iUy  tatiified."  'nM"DenMXiat*ct:4mc«."  April.  ISM, 
pp.  336. 337,  .'MS.  339.  Calhoun  bad  ab»»ily(levcl»iN>d  the  hs 
tbeiaiboCFelinttrj,lBtO,uU)eMnale.    Worko,  lU,  pp.  440l  4M. 
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jf  of  a  violfttion  of  the  constitution.     But  it  was  an  eaey 
latter  t«  dn  tliid  now,  aince  the  house  had  hiid  down  a  prin- 
ciple.    Concrete  caaes  had  to  bo  dealt  with  no  longer;  nil 
that  was  needed  ttn»  to  prodocse  proof  nj^inst  this  principle. 
Bat  the  house  had  laid  down  a  prin<-i]>li>  prvciaely  hecautw  it 
^d  not  decide  a  concrete  case,  but  because  it  had  Jifted  n 
marge  part,  in  its  entirety,  out  of  the  ^grogale  of  the  national 
life,  and  luid  diapeneed  itself  in  relation  thereto  from  thb 
^nty  oorPOTponding  to  tho  people's  right  of  petition. 
B  Bat  the  rc'soiutionef  the  26th  of  ATny  afflicted  by  no  meatu 
■ply  tho  right  of  petition;  it  entirely  bnnished  the  .slavery 
^aestioQ  from  the  hoiite.    The  bonso  was  fo  tnkc  '*  no  action 
whatever  "  ou  any  "  propositions  "  or  "  papers  "  relating  •*  in 
■ny  way**  toelarory.     If  IliiB  resolve  wei-o  conscientiously 
Hhered  to>  tho  door  wa»  henceforth  closed  even  against  the 
Vbelaration  of  independence  and   iignlritit  tlie  constitnlion. 
Bat  even  leaving-  snch  conscqnenccs  as  this  of  its  absurd- 
ity out  of  coniiidcration,  it  was  as  Siig-mnt  a  violation  of 
constitntion   ns  can    well    be  inuii;liied.      Eitber   tho 
tion  had  on  interest  in  slavery,  or  it  Imd  none.    In  the  lat- 
CftM,  the  philosopli«ra*8tone,thenian  in  tho  moon,  orany 
lier  fiubdtiintive  whatever,  might  have  boen  eub.^tituted  with 
propriety  for  tho  word  slavery  in  tho  rosolntion.      If  tltc 
bnM  did  not  proceed  on  the  assnmption  that  tho  nation  bad 
an  intcrefit  in  slavery,  the  resolution  was  simply  een^elcea. 
if  it  bad  sncli  an  interest,  it  was  evidently  tlie  duty  of 
the  faotore  of  government  to  concern  themeelrcs  with  it 
ithin  the  limits  of  their  constitntional  authority.     Inas- 
idi  as  the  house  forbade  it&elf  to  do  this,  imdcr  any  cir- 
mccs  whatever,  in  any  way  whatever,  it,  in  this  re- 
abdicntcd  m  a  factor  of  government,     IF  it  had  tlip 
jbt  to  act  in  this  way  in  one  question,  it  bad  the  right  in 
I;  it  WM  left  to  tho  pleasure  of  the  house  of  representiitives 
ny  vbcn  and  in  what  the  people  should  have  the  national 
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l^isIalHro  created  by  the  constitution,  or  got  alotiR  witk- 
ont  it. 

On  the  dctniU  of  tho  qnestion  of  right,  mnnj  erraneoos 
views  might,  n?  %ve  Imve  eaid,  prevail,  lint  the  potttical  fell- 
ing of  the  people  was  too  well  derolopcd  not  to  correctly  iin> 
dvntand  its  iiumL  uiutcrinl  points  from  the  very  first  laomunL 
Whero  this  was  not  the  case  in  tlic  iiortli,  it  wns  gcncnlljr 
beeaaee  people  wonld  not  li»ton  to  thuir  better  convictioo, 
or  becanae  they  wonld  not  allow  tlicmsclvee  to  form  & 
better  conviction,  for  the  blow  was  directed  only  against 
the  abolitioiiisl:*,'  and  no  j)eftce- loving  citizen  nnd  upright 
patriot  coiiid  (Icaire  anytliing better  than  that  the  tomahawk 
of  slavery  should  l>e  finally  bnried,  even  if  Kight  should  not 
get  all  tliat  belonged  to  it.  In  many  qnarters,  at  first,  tlicft 
vaa  a  reluctance  to  apply  the  tonchstone  of  right  to  theqoee- 
tion,  because  there  whs  a  wish  not  to  lose  Uie  good  pravLical 
consequences  wliicb  were  anticipated  from  tlie  encoeesfnl 
coup  (h  main.  It  is  unqiicstiunuhle  tlmt  tlic  tuajuritjr  of 
the  houBC  itself  were  deiermincd  niaiuly  by  this  reason,  fint 
grave  as  their  eJn  ngainst  Riglit  was,  it  watt  light  in  oooipvi- 
son  with  the  blow  which  they  had  dealt  against  iLeir  own 
interests. 

The  very  wish  to  stifle  tlio  discussion  of  tho  slavery  ques- 
tion l)ore  eloquent  tealiinony  to  how  actively  it  engaged  tlu 
Uionght  and  feeling  of  the  people.  And  if  tlie  endeavor  tu 
oonipcl  silence  on  sucii  a  question  is  always  attended  by  the 
opixisite  result,  it  is  naturally  thus  attended  in  a  democratic 
republic  to  a  mnch  greater  extent  It  is  certw'nly  ridiculous 
in  such  a  common  weal  tli  to  force  a  subject  out  of  the  halls 
of  the  l^islative  power,  which  so  stirs  the  whole  people  thai 
tlio  mere  mention  of  it  tends  tlie  blood  in  qulclvGr  pnUatioD* 

•  Adanu  wiitoin  April.  1S3T:  '"nie  paadoiu  of  the  pofxilaoe  xe  aD 
■Imaged  Bgsiiut  tbern."    Hem.  of  J.  Q.  Adonu,  CS,  p.  SM. 


I 


THE  RJOllT  or  ITTITIOS. 


S5T 


lo  tlifl  heart  and  tlie  head.*  Wliat  Storj  rij^htl^  sa^s  of  the 
riglit  of  petition  is  appKcnlile  to  an  incompRrshly  greater 
extent  here:  such  an  alt«tnpl  could  not  be  succeniiful  until 
nothing  was  left  of  the  republic  but  the  nama.*  Even  if  it 
were  possible  to  be  permanently  silent  in  the  legislative  body 
of  A  democratic  republic  on  the  vital  interests  of  the  people, 
the  pftBsioDB  of  the  people  would  Itave  had  to  find  expressioa 
ID  it.  Supposing  evou  that  tlie  wit  of  the  niiuorily  waa  bo 
bltmied  that  they  did  not,  epile  of  the  gag,  know  enough, 
io  seagon  and  out  of  season,  to  uhout  out  the  forbidden  word, 
the  majority  would  have  made  it  tlie  order  of  the  day  when- 
erer  the^-  bnd  an  op|M>rtuTiity  to  do  et>.  The  eteel  strikea 
aparka  frora  tJie  flint  Before  it  could  have  occurred  to  the 
majority  to  put  tJie  gng  in  operation,  their  irritability  must 
have  Iwen  bo  great  that  tliey  involuntarily  reacted  ngainat 
the  slightest  touch  as  if  it  were  a  heavy  blow;  and  by  meana 
of  the  gag,  they  hronght  things  to  uncli  a  puss  tlial  the  club 
WHS  now  used  where  hitherto  tliere  had  been  bat  tlie  sUgbteat, 
iDost  considnnte  intimation  of  opposition.  And  how  could 
it  be  otherwise  than  that  the  miijority  theioKelvea  should 
trample  tlie  gag  under  their  feet  more  freijuetitly  and  mora 
violently  than  any  others?  Who  has  not  heard  the  amus- 
ing story  of  tlie  Irishman  who  had  to  defend  himaelf  every 
week  before  the  court  beoause,  in  his  untamable  passion  for 
the  blessed  peace,  he  waa  forever  giving  hh  neighlwrs  the 
it  kind  of  a  dressing  to  compel  them  to  keep  it.    The 
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*Admu«iit«s,  A[iril  19,  IS17;  "  In  thunouLh  It  (slareijrJiB  a  perpetual 
Mgaujal  ccxucioos  guilt  uid  tviToc  uttviuptin^  to  dia^uiao  itaclf  imdur 
lopbktacal  argnimeiitalion  and  braggart  menaices.  la  the  north,  the  peo- 
ple faTOt  Ibe  whitaa  and  fear  t^«  blaoka  of  the  south."  Hem.  of  J.  Q. 
Adatw.p.849. 

' "  It  is  nnpoMible  that  it  oould  be  prantieivlly  Amiai  until  thn  npirit  ol 
Hbertf  had  whoUjr  diaappcand,  and  the  pinplu  hud  bixxnaa  no  aervile  and 
debaaad  BBtobetuifittoftxemMaikf.of  tbeprinlegeaof  CreemeD."   Story, 
OganL,|18H.    (II,  p.  n9). 
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represcntotii'DS  of  tho  south  in  congreM  and  tbe 
crowd  tliftt  followed  them  imitated  tliia,  their  prototjiie, ' 
the  inost  Rdmimble  consUtCQcj  and  in  iho  bitt«'est  etiiKit 
ness,  up  to  tJie  time  of  secession  and  afrer  iL  Tlie  tivtooKj 
had  Always  hnd  fits  of  this  b»ltle-mad  jmssiuii  for  p«a<t«,  but 
it  was  in  the  ga^-reftolutions  that  it,  for  tlie  first  tiiiKi,  iiitn< 
dnccd  method  into  its  mwlnesit,  and  eonaciotisly  guve  it  the 
fnllest  rein.  In  itH  relation  to  slavery,  congraas  haDcefortk 
presented  the  picture  of  a  pi>pular  nseemblj  which,  to  pi» 
serve  the  pcftco,  raided  a  tumult  when  any  one  eoogbed  or 
sneezed,  and  soon  mode  tnmult  the  standing  order  of  ths 
day  in  order  to  keep  cries  from  mtliont  from  kadtng  wt 
one  within  into  tho  temptation  to  open  hie  moath.  "nw 
mge  fcrr  qniet  became  more  and  more  general  and  more  aod 
more  violent,  and  on  that  account,  preoiaoLjF,  a  conrincin' 
proof,  wliiuh  became  more  aud  tnore  oonvIneiDg  every  dav, 
that  tbe  restoration  of  quiet  was  impossible.  And  tJM 
tridor  the  circle  of  those  who  re«che<l  this  oonvictiQD  wss, 
tbe  wider  grew  the  circle  of  tliose  who  saw  clearly  that  tbi 
gag-reEolntions  andcrminod  the  foundation  of  the  repabtie- 
Tbe  blowB  dwlt  by  both  sides  dow  followed  one  another 
in  qnick  snocession.  The  resoUition  of  the  26th  of  Ms* 
ocaeod,  of  course,  to  htve  any  validity  with  the  dose  of  the 
■cftiiion.  Baton  the  ISthof  Jannary,  1837,  on  the  motion  at 
Hawes,  a  resolution  of  the  same  tenor  was  psseed  by  ■  am- 
Jority  of  more  than  two-thirds.  But  Adams  did  not  >lki« 
this  to  mislead  him.  When  the  presentation  of  petitioH 
was  the  order  of  the  day,  it  cotild  be  oonnted  on  with  eer-M 
tainty  tliat  he  would  hand  in  some  in  relation  to  the  aboH-^ 
tion  of  eUvery  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia.  Tbe  tisIb  ot 
wrath  of  his  Bonthem  oolleagnes  were  fnll,  when,  on  the  6A 
of  Fehruarr,  he  ga^-e  them  a  blow  which  upset  tbeu  and 
poured  out  on  him  the  last  drop  of  tlieir  contents.  After 
lie  had  banded  in  a  petition  for  the  abolition  of  alaver}- in  t^ 
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District,  be  called  OQ  the  speaker  (or  a  decision  beXowj  be 
abuuld  present  the  paper  lie  held  in  his  liand  to  the  liousa. 
He  did  not  knou*,  be  wd^  whether  It  fell  witliiu  tlm  iiusaQ- 
vag  ot  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  Jauutu-}*,  as  it  was 
to  como  from  twciity-two  slavea. 
aDnouncemeDt  8urpri^  tlie  hoiue  so  much  that  a 
few  moineuts  were  left  to  Adams  and  the  speaker  to  dificasB 
(jneslioDB  of  form.  But  when  ihe^  liad  elajised  a  storm  l)rol:B 
^ac  such  as  the  Iiouse  had  not,  perhaps,  ever  experienced 
^■fore.  Ooe  motion  to  pituiali  the  aiidacioun  man  followed 
quidflj'  OP  the  Leels  of  another.  ;M1  demanded,  at  least,  that 
be  should  be  censured  hy  the  speaker  Imfore  tim  bar  of  the 
hoBse.  The  resolution  of  Lewis,  of  Alahaiua,  dcchirod  that 
hj  Ids  course  o(  action  he  had  "  directljr "  LDcited  "  the  slava 
popolation  to  insurrection."'  Thompson, of  South  Carolina, 
mnioded  him  that  there  were  grand  juries  in  the  District, 

El  iDtimated,  Id  a  manner  which  could  not  he  misunder- 
xl,  that  the  deQler  of  the  hou.se  ithould  Snd  in  (he  pcni- 
l\ury  the  puDtahment  he  deserved  for  the  attempt  to 
loeite  uprising  of  the  slaves.' 

VT>e1>.  of  CociKT..  Xm,  p  2fi9. 

^piSitia,  DiOoordiji|[totli«  "Mrrected"  vrnvion  iphkh  TbompVB, Mbw- 
1%  the  prerailinK  bad  cariom.  siibBtitutod  for  wliat.  ho  hnd  resUy  ntd  m 
tiwdafaatk.  AMariliDflotbo"Nutiooal]ntellieent!er."theseotanoe  wuM 
Mow*:  "  DoM  tliM  gontletnivn  kn»w  that  there  are  laws  in  sO  tlie«laT« 
italai,  and  here,  for  tiua  pnaiahmeDt  of  those  who  eidto  iosurroctica?  I 
ata  ten  biin  thai  tbara  tie  auch  Lltiiigi  an  grand  juriea ;  sjid  if,  ur,  th« 
jottBi  of  this  dotadflt  have,  ai  Idoubl  not  Uey  kiTe.  jiroper  iutdliKOnDe  aod 
■pint,  he  mity  7«t  ba  mads  sawiulDlfl  to  another  tribunal,  aod  we  yet  mo 
m  iwraJiarTbroanhttocoD^gapoiiiihnKmL''  He  didsay  veilaUy:  "U 
a  a  ^oiatioo  of  ItM  oimtnal  Uv  of  tbis  diitdat.  What  la  bh«  diSereaoe 
I  pcMOattDit  Uw  petition*  of  dave*  to  b«  oiaancipsted  snd  uding 
to  aaspe?  M;  life  on  it,  if  tJic  Kcntli'miui  biu  the  ix>um([o  lo  can; 
ktt»  fai-t  uid  will  piwnit  liist  petition  —  my  lifu  oa  it,  «o  abiiU  noe  bini 
I  tho  wall! o( a poiiteutiaor  I"  tjpeecbaf  J.  Q.Adiuiuiii  llieBi}ua« 
^KepRMaWiTM,  rohnarjr  9. 183T,  o^peiidcd  to  Uh  Letlera  from  J.  (^ 
I  to  HuCoDiUtneBti,  Batoa,  laST,  p.  !X>. 
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Adams  had  weathepe*^  too  many  storms  without  to 

the  hclra  one  hair'a  breadth  from  the  liuewhicli  the  oompaM 

of  duty  socmod  to  point  o«t  to  him,  to  Wink  now:  tliat  he  wu 

OD  the  verge  of  tlie  grxivo,  at  the  cracking  of  thn  alave-wliip.' 

But  hiE  heart  might  well  swell  trith  bittenieu  and  mtspeak' 

able  fiorrovT  that  he,  with  his  white  hairs,  who  had  serred  hi> 

coantry  80  long  and  so  faithfully,  and  who  had  been  m 

highly  honored  by  Ins  country,  should  uowbe  treated  in  ibi 

halls  of  hie  country's  legislature  IJko  a  re^e  and  aii  ontcait, 

because  lie  had  dared  to  take  in  his  liand  a  document  vthiA 

bore  the  signature  of  slaves,  and  to  open  his  mouth  conocminj; 

it     In  this  strug^He  it  was  often  called  fat  mind  huw  erenifaa 

good  thief  dared  to  petition  Christ  on  tlic  croEs.    This  mar 

to-day  seem  insipid  to  many,     J3ut  if  ^ve  endeavor  to  really 

lire  those  times  over  again  vritli  the  peoplo,  we  )^hall  be  able 

to  understand  the  feeling  which  involuntarily  directed  their 

looks  to  the  appalling  picture  on  Calvary.    It  is  something 

overpoweringly  tragical  to  see,  in  the  nineteenth  csentory,  a 

great,  civilized  people,  who,  in  many  respects,  rightly  boasted 

tlut  tlioy  were  the  freest  people  on  earth,  treating  the  twIEcf 

that  to  those  from  whom  all  had  been  taken,  it  might  be  that 

the  right  of  petition  still  romained,as  a  crime  whididcprirod 

one  of  hie  honor.    Tlie  endeavor  to  liave  Adatoa  oenaorvd 

before  tlie  bar  of  the  house  is  oneof  the  darkest  of  the  maar 

dark  pagea  of  the  histoty  of  slavery  in  the  United  Scatea 


i 


<  UnfortnoKtiylf,  there  n  a  bnak  in  Adams'  diary  bom  Juioaij  4  li 
ApfU  3.  Dot  bo  writoB  later,  is  nfaRow  to  tha  pnioedura ;  "  IIh  a- 
ponue  thnmgh  which  I  pansd  at  tlw  late  MaciOD  of  oonffieM  «m  ffialif 
ttiaa  I  oould  b&TO  imagined  pombl*;  ud,  havinft  Meiip«d  from  that  fin; 
fnnuea.  it  t>rtioovc«  ma  wdl  to  ooDtider  my  wv*  beton  I  pot  atjwtt  ti 
the  way  of  bong  cart  into  ft  sesio. 

"  On  the  other  hood,  ouy  Qoi  niauis  ma  bmn  tlu  ammn  ipUl  of 
■hrinVing  hom  danger  in  tbe  lUcdnrye  vt  toy  dnly!  Betwem  Uim*  twt 
•mm  let  mo  punue  Ui«  path  of  teettttids  unniovsd,  and  pat  ny  trat  IB 
Qod."    Mem.of  J.Q.  AdiuiM.IX.p.  ^a 
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And  yet,  had  not  the  represeotatirca  of  tbo  Boutli  to  look 
upon  the  vindication  of  the  right  of  petition  of  the  elavcs  as 
a  dreadful  attempt  f  It  wonld  he  ImrU  to  prove  that  the 
oQiirar  should  be  a  negative  one. 

The  tragic  in  tliis  procedure  \ras  not  exhmiBted  when  the 
DSmic  alM>  b^an  to  aasert  \H  rights  to  the  fullest  extent. 
After  Adams  liad  allowed  the  etorm  to  rage  for  a  time,  he, 
with  the  utmost  mildnetis,  requested  his  accusers  to  permit 
him  to  propose  a  enmll  alicration  of  their  motious.  The/ 
might  punish  him  as  eevcrely  as  they  thought  proper.  But 
ib^  should  first  correct  an  eiTor  which  had  crept  into  all  the 
argument  in  favor  of  their  different  propositions:  The  pe- 
tition did  not  pray  for  tlie  abolition  uf  ekvcry,  but  for  tlia 
verj  opponte.  AJid  thia  was  not  the  only  error  into  which 
tlie  gentlemen  hud  fa.IIcn.  lie  hail  not  presented  the  petitioa 
at  slL  leather  had  he  expressly  declared  that  he  would  not 
preeeot  it  until  iho  speaker  hitd  decided  whether  a  petition 
from  sUves  was  covered  b/  the  resolution  of  the  IStU  of 
Janaarj. 

One  must  read  the  entire  debates  to  appreciate  tlie  scenes 
whicli  oocupicd  the  rest  of  that  day  aud  the  7th  and  9th  of 
February.  Ahijah  Mann,  of  New  York,  was  the  flr&t  to 
lake  the  floor  after  these  surprising  coinmunicatiunii.  The 
most  eucntial  thing  in  his  imctttons  speech  was  the  not  veij 
figurative  remind^^r  tliat  Adams  wmi  far  gone  in  the  years  of 
bis  second  cliildhood.  Thompson  followed  with  the  decta- 
ntion  that  Adams  had  only  injured  his  cii^e,  since  he  had 
"^irritated  almost  to  madnetts"  the  representatives  of  the 
slave  states,  for  bis  amnsement'    Still,  from  this  point  of 

' "  What,  iir,  in  it  a  mere  trific  to  bms,  bo  trifle  with  the  laeni'beai  fioiii 
Uieiouth  in  thia  irajrand  rm  thia  8ul|JDCt?  Is  it  a  light  thing,  for  tbs 
MBBseiaenl  of  otbetB.  to  irritate,  ahoort  to  madness,  tlia  whole  delcgaBoa 
ban  the  tiaite  atabn?  Sii,  it  is  an  iggOLvtHon,  It  is  mtimstcd  tluU  ths 
petUioa  Joa  not  pns  hi  the  alMlitJoo  «f  sinewy,  but  a  very  different  ob- 
jkL    It  raatcM  not  tiie  iligbtest  diSeranu;  it  is  the  attempt  to  Intzodoas 
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ritvf,  an  effort  was  made  to  subject  Adams  to  ocnsora.  AfUnu 
had  to  be  punched,  not  fur  wbnt  Itc  hiid  done,  bat  fbr  wtnt 
he  had  wished  to  do;  or  —  ns  thej  were  Mrm  compdM  ki 
«ay — bocAueo  he  had  not  correcteJ  the  erronoona  aMninptiow 
of  tlio  house  ns  to  his  intentions.    The  gtgniitlc  And  nngiT 
epirit  of  the  slavocrocjr  bud  to  dwiadle  to  smaller  and  smalttti 
proijortioiis,  nntil  it  was  iiguin   inclosed  in  the   vessel 
ecula  of  vrhidi  the  bo)cI  old  man  ha/1  broken,  and  the  mnjori' 
had  enough  of  the  feeling'  of  doc-ncy  to  leave  hint  thu 
bility  of  the  Bstisraction  of  putting  the  cover  on  It  hi 
Vanderpoel,  of  New  York,  had,  indeed,  tlie  effruntery 
move  the  jirevioiis  question,  the  adoption  of  which  wonM  ii 
have  allowed  Adnms  t<i  fiposik.    Kes"enty-cight  otluir  mem 
lent  n  hand  in  this  ctiildieli  pi-ank,  but  one  hundred  refo 
to  Agree  to  it.     Tn  this  way  Abijah  Haiin  was  alforded 
opportnnity  to  learn  what  power  tliere  still  wm  io 
withered  arms.      Adnms  unmercifaliy  Jacemted  with  the 
Bcoorgc  of  hi«  moral  indignation  thopaekof  honadfl  that 
bad  liiinii;  on  bis  heels,  and  into  every  liear  he  ponred  a  foil 
■MMiiro  of  the  oorroaive  »ctd  of  hia  sareaBm.'     Reaoln 
after  resolution  woe  rejocted,  and  the  honao  was  glad 
thft  "old  mnn  oloqnent"  was  finally  '*excnIp«Ued." 

On  t))e  8th  u(  Kebruat7  the  dubftte  on  Adams'  erime  bad 
to  beintermpted  bccanse  the  official  connlingof  the  elett- 
oral  vote  took  place.    Not  quite  fuur  weeks  later,  Van  BowB 

a  potion  from  alihPes  for  any  olg'ect;  att  inMtcnt  if  it  bi:  Tdr  one  parpote  h 
brouoUier.  Ibis  the  naked  Eaot  of  the  pmentalioa  cf  BpHiUan  bn 
riani."    Deb.  of  Cotm-.  Xin,  p.  371. 

'^^■tpWB  bred  wont  of  ill.  A(Ums  reumdeO  liim  wE  Uui  pnmHoiif 
IhecDutkutioQ  Uial  no  aieuiberof  dihtxat  the  two  bousn  of  owfiw 
■faonHd  be  made  nqwuBiblo  aqjnrlieie  ebe  tor  anjUiinc  taid  fa)  UUsw  aid 
(obortMl  him.  wfaeu  he  rctuni«l  to  his  "  tUvc-lioIdiag  cunntltocata."  "b 
■tody  a  litUc  of  Hx  fint  principles  of  dnl  libeity."  i^pMch  of  J.  Q.  Aikn 
ia  tbe  Uouk  of  BfipreMntotnw,  F<>lwuaf7  !>,  1^7,  p.  £6.  Altboogb  Ba- 
ton. IB  hi«  Oobatea  of  Oongnxs,  gim  an  anmnallj  tons  aocoont  of  lUr 
debate,  bn  onuU  the  biting  "  to  btt  alavobolding  contiitnentaL" 
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•Bmni«d  the  presidency.  He  Imd  reason  enot^  tlicrefopB, 
for  the  fear  expraseed  indiroctly  in  liis  inaugaral  address, 
tlmt  hiB  terru  of  office  would  bevieited  hy  veryg«vore  etorma 
on  the  slftvery  quwtiou. 

The  attention  of  tlie  extraordin&iy  session  of  congroas  was 
eatireljr  claLimod  by  the  commereial  crisii^'  Bnt  as  soon  u 
it  was  poeeiblc  to  tarn  to  other  things,  tJie  donoe  was  resumed 
to  the  sound  oE  livelier  mtisic  The  twenty-fifth  congreee 
met,  in  iia  tirst  regular  seasion,  on  tbo  4th  of  December,  1887, 
and,  oil  the  SOth,  a  sceno  occurred  in  the  lioufto  of  represent* 
ktivee  more  dreary  and  more  pregnant  with  eonseqiMDoai 
thin  tliat  which  had  ucciirrcd  in  February.  'William  Blade, 
of  Vermont,  joined  to  tlie  presentation  of  some  abolitionist 
petitiouft  the  motion  that  they  should  be  referred  to  an  ex- 
traordinary committee,  with  inatructioos  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  a»d  the  slave  trade  in  thcDiatridt 
Fof  Colombia.    This  motion  went  a  great  deal  farther  than 

the  motions  wliicli  liad  over  been  made  before  in  relation 
^b  tiawrv  in  tht:  I  )i6trict.  Tli«r«  wiu>,  of  courec,  no  queetioft 
of  a  possibility  that  it  would  be  adopt«d.  But  the  naked 
feet  that  the  word  was  spolcen  throw  the  entire  ropr««nta- 
tion  of  the  eouth  into  ft  paroicysm  of  rage,  glade's  speech 
VM  ogaia  calculated  to  dhre  tbem  "almost  to  madueu." 
"What  i«  slavery!"  —  snch  was  the  aimplo  question  which 
it  wished  to  find  an  answer  to  from  the  slave  laws  and 
the  views  of  the  great  patriots  of  the  republic.  But  thia 
■miple  qncstion  iovolvod  the  fate  of  tbo  south  and  of  the 

'Ptttitions.  bowerer.  cune  in  ia  gR&t  nambm  diiring  thii  mmuod. 
idaina  writ«  oa  the  IStb  of  Sopteubor :  "  1  Uav«  Ijecu  for  »c-m?  time  oo- 
cnpied  da;  and  aijcbt.  wheD  at  faome,  in  aMorli'iijr  and  recording  the  pea> 
Hum  and  rHaoutmiwes  Bgainat  the  aanexaiioD  of  Texaa,  and  otlus  oati* 
^amsj  petiliaaa.  wbidi  flov  apon  ate  la  tonmU."  And  om  SeptemlMr 
ttth:  "  I  ptoanted  pgtitioiu  iind  meEuonabt  for  th«  nbolitioti  of  aUreiT; 
■ad  ndtjtodoi  nm  pmcated  bj  other  memben. "  Hco.  of  J.  Q.  Adanuw 
IX,  pp.  977,  380:  ne  vito,  pp.  967,  3»T. 
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JJnUm.  Tbe  moment  th^t  tbe  inajoHty  gara  thentMili 
OOirect  tnd  exhaustive  nnsn-er  to  tbiii!  qiie«tioQ,  wm 
oiaive  moment  If  ft  oould  odIj"  be  suppressed,  the  ttniggl« 
about  the  rigbtn  of  the  nlave  states  might  be  carried  on  to 
the  end  of  time.  Hence  the  conTulftlve  efforbi  to  make  U 
sp])ear  that  the  slavery  qn««tion  wns  eompletely  co\'Medligr 
the  question  of  tlie  rights  of  the  slave  states.  If  It  vera  is 
the  power  of  natitnis  to  pnt  their  pleaanre  in  the  phice  of  the 
laws  of  national  life,  fonnded  in  the  natnre  of  things,  this 
might  have  been  right  Bnt  na  this  is  not  the  ease,  tfif 
question  of  law  eonld  cover  the  whole  qnestion,  tJmt  ir,  tbe 
political  qnestion,  only  so  long  as,  and  to  the  extent  that, 
positive  law  and  the  action  of  those  laws  did  not  cotifliat 
■with  one  another. 

Oti«  csli  to  ni-der  after  another  intermpted  Slade^a  epee(^ 
He  WHS  not  permitted  to  read  a  judicial  decision  nor  a  memo* 
rial  of  Franklin.  To  recall  what  was  thonghtof  slavorp  fifty 
yean  before  in  Virginia^  and  wliat  the  continental  oongren 
liad  done  in  relation  to  it,  waa  out  of  order.  Since  tbe  mo- 
tion had  relation  only  to  the  District,  every  word  aboal 
alavery  anywhere  else  and  at  any  previons  time  was  im- 
proper. Although,  in  this  way,  all  argument  in  favor  of  the 
motion  WA&  rendered  impoasihie,  the  spefll:er,  John  Wliite, 
of  Kentucky,  did  not  refrain  from  grautiag  the  deaired  call 
to  order.  Aftpr  a  sturdy,  manful  realstance,  Slade  was 
obliged  to  ait  down  without  having  completed  even  tbe  in- 
terrupted sentence. 

But  even  before  his  mouth  bad  been  dosed  by  the 
twenty-second  rule,  which  had  aearoely  ever  before  been 
enforced,  Wise,  of  Virginia,  had  called  upon  his  oolleagGM 
to  leave  tbe  ball  with  him.  Hia  example  was  followed 
by  Halsey,  of  Georgia,  and  Rhett  announced  in  a  ^^tento 
rion  voice,  that  the  representatives  of  South  Carolina  liad 
jttolrad  to  meet  in  consultation  in  the  ooromiUee-roora  for 


^- 
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tho  Diatrict  of  Colunibia.  None  of  them  bad,  according 
to  the  rnles  of  the  house,  the  right  to  take  the  floor,  hut  for 
Jhcm  th«  ppcalkor  had  no  call  to  order. 
f  After  Slade  had  been  finally  compelled  to  be  silent,  the 
motion  of  Hcncher,  of  North  CArotiiin,  to  adjourn  was 
adopted,  the  names  having  been  called,  bv  a  vote  of  ono 
handred  and  six  against  Htxty-thrco.'  While  tlic  resolution 
wa«  annonnoed.  Campbell,  of  South  CoroHna,  jumped  on  bis 
chair  and  invited  nil  the  rcprceotitativcs  of  tiiG  clavo  Btatoi 
to  the  con-inltntion  in  the  oommittee  room  of  the  Dietrict 
already  announced. 

Ttio  southern  gentlemen  wtahed  to  have  it  coneidercd  that 
thiB  invitation  had  boon  given  before  the  adjournment  had 
b^D  really  made.  They  liked  to  apeak  of  the  "mcmorablo 
asOBiUOH  of  the  eouthcni  mc-itihcrs  from  the  Iiall  of  tho 
hoaae  of  representatives."  Now  that  tho  ominous  word  was 
for  the  Bm  time  rghtly  put  id  circulation,  it  waa  undoubted 
th&t  the  i>eoplo  would  become  gradually  familiar  with  the 
idea,  nnder  certain  circumstances,  of  changing  the  word 
into  the  deed.  I^yond  tJiis,  tho  wiahea  of  the  people  no- 
vherowcnt;  bat  tltose  nf  the  radicate  went  tliua  far.  Rhutt, 
of  South  Cnroliwt,  had  intondud  to  introduce  an  aiuoudment 
to  Slad^s  motion,  to  the  «fTL-ct  that  au  extraordinary  uom- 
mittco  should  be  char^ged  to  rcpurt  on  the  best  means  towards 
a  peaceful  dissolution  of  the  Uuion,  for  the  retwon  that  the 
QODStittitioa  did  not  protect  the  soutl)  in  the  peaceahlo  pos- 
Mssion  and  enjoyment  of  itd  pociiHar  inatltutions:  the  Bonth 
should  have  its  coarse  pointed  out  to  it.' 

'Benton.  Tfcir^  Teare"  Vie».  II,  p,  152.  In  th'j  DuU.  of  Conpr.,  XTTI, 
p.  545,  B«nton  ritcb  odo  huDdrcd  ani  iiiity-six  nimiait  sixty-Uiree.  It  i> 
not  pOHibl*  bs  Tncooeile  with  thii  the  alatemcnt  Uiat  fifty  or  uxty  imd  pre* 

*  RtMtt  nya,  in  a  report  to  hia  oonititadnti :  "  In  a  private  and  friendly 
Ictto-  to  tb»  f^tor  of  tfa*  'ChulMtoo  Honaiy,'  aaumgA  othw  events 
icBMBpanying  the  memontUe  Mcewlon  ot  the  Mutbeni  membon  from  tlio 
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Tlie  great  majoritjr  of  the  sotitliern  delegates  did  not  wUh 
to  go  au  Car  in  their  deiiioastrations,  nor  to  confine  them- 
iielves  to  idle  demonstrations.  Tiicy  bad  oouBdenoe  etill  in 
the  efficacy  of  the  gag.  The  {oltowing  da/  Pkttou,  of  Vir- 
ginil^  nsked  leave  of  the  house  to  rvcoinmcnd  another  gag, 
after  the  model  of  tlie  one  previounly  put  in  ojiemtion.'  At 
Adams  raised  an  objection,  the  nilea  liad  to  be  saapeDdei 
Tlilu  waa  done  hy  a  vuto  of  one  linndrcd  and  thirt/<fiv« 
againat  aixtv.  This  vote  really  showed  tbe  attitude  of  thi 
lionae  to  the  question.  That  aftcrwarda,  in  the  vote  on  tlu 
resolution  itself,  the  nays  increased  to  sercnty-foart  snd  tbt 
tjm  decreased  to  one  liiindred  and  tu-enty-tivo,  was  onljr,  at 
Bentcm  >ay»,  because  Honie  of  the  meiuberM  from  the  nortk- 
era  states  did  not  wish  oselessly  to  create  trouble  for  tbsn- 
wires  witb  their  constitueatd,aftertb«jhad  helped  thsaootli 
in  what  was  moat  material  by  their  first  vote.' 

h&n  of  the  bouae  ol  lepmt^taiijea,  I  lUted  to  him  fhai  I  had  pnvmti 
two  ivjulutiaiw,  dtawn  aa  anendmeoti  to  the  matiCKi  hen  Vbt  BMOtbirtl 
Vi-rm<Mit,  irb3*t  be  «ai  diacuMbe  the  iostitutiOD  of  alarefT  in  thtt  nolk 
■declaring  that,  tim  oooetitatioii  bam?  failed  to  protect  the  Bouth  in  th« 
1»»(«able  poneeBlon  and  enjoTmoabof  thi^Ir  lighix  oad  peooUariiulilutieM 
it  wu  cxpcdicut  that  tlio  Union  ihaultl  bo  diasolred;  and  the  etiui,  ip- 
pointinff  a  commitUe  ef  two  ntsmbns  from  each  alAts^  to  TCpoit  npoo  Iti 
belt  meaciB  of  jieaceMy  di«it<jltiiiK  rt.'  .  .  ,  I  eaveskd  ttwrn  to  Am 
ttio  fate  wbicfa  inevitably  awaited  the  original  motkni.  so  moo  •■  the  tai 
oonld  ham b«eii  obtained,  vie,,  to  be  laid  upon  the  tahl«.  Uydwignii 
prc»?ntlnK  l.h'^m  wu.  to  plan  bafors  oongnn  and  the  people  what,  in  m 
opinian,  wbb  the  tnie  ime  upon  thii  (treat  and  rital  qualioai  nn^  to  pdif 
out  the  oaone  of  policy  bf  whldi  it  abodd  be  met  by  tbe  BOatlien  tf 
Benton.  Thirty  Yearn'  Vi«w.  11.  p.  152. 

■  "  J?M(rfcwf,  l^iat  all  potitioni,  mcmoriala  aad  popera  boeoUas  lb 
abolition  of  daTPty.  or  tbe  bayinir,  •ailing  m  bwuforring  oC  ilavaa,  la  tej 
tU.tt>,  district  or  Icmlotj  of  tbe  llnitod  StiUM,  bo  laid  on  tbe  tidje  wrJHret 
baisg  dnbotcd.  pciatcd,  md  or  re(emd,  and  thai  no  Encthcr  actioa  wbi' 
rrer  ■hall  bo  had  Uiereoa."  Deb.  of  Conir-.  XIII,  p.  SfiS.  Udawnato 
be  called  attention  to  that  hoe  the  tcnitoiiea  an  exprm(f  mwithwl 

*ThUty  Yean'  Vunr,  II.  p.  lU.  1V>  Mepetul  ihe  lulaa.  m  nafori^rf 
tvo-tfairdt  vaa  neoeoaor:  to  adopt  the  rcuhilka.  on  tbe  other  hiM.  a 
dmple  B^orilif. 


i 


i 


CA1^0inf*8  poscnoN. 
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That  the  nperimeot  to  decree  »v.-»y  the  existence  of  the 
'  qoeetioD,  vas  repented,  eoutd  not  bo  ft  iiiAtt«r  of  &ur- 
Horc  anex])eoted  was  PatCoo^s  declaration  tliat  the  gng 
was  a  *'  eoneesition  "  made  bj  the  sontb  "  for  the  sake  of  peace, 
barmonj- and  uuion."  '*Iti  tltat  sjiirlt"  lie  closed  his  re- 
marks by  moving  the  prcvions  question.  Adams'  protests 
mn  howled  down,  the  previous  qiicetion  resolvwl  Qpon,  the 
fwdlution  adopted,  and  even  before  a  ctiatnpion  of  freedom 
and  of  the  coDBCiintiou  couUl  open  hid  mouth,  the  tnagQam- 
rooQB  south  had  gracioaslj  put  a  patout  lock  on  the  Hps  of 
the  north. 
Adams  sub«C(juontIy  called  the  circumlocutions  of  tlio 
)natttTition  for  the  worda  slave  and  slavery,  the  fig'leaves 
which  covered  the  nakedness  of  the'repuhlic'  Of  what  ad- 
vaatag«  those  coverings  of  shame  were,  the  history  of  the 
I'Union  under  the  constitution  for£fty  years  showed.  Some- 
ling  might  have  buoa  learned  from  this  experience  for  the 
qocetfoii  now  trented.  TTms  prf>cceding8  in  tlie  senate  were 
the  comment.ttorial  marginal  notes  to  the  endeavors  of  tho 
bouse  of  r«pres«atatives.    While  iu  the  latter,  tho  sontlL 

r sought  to  bide  the  slavety  question  from  the  whole  world  in 
tiie  dongeont)  of  itH  retiolntion.s  in  tlio  former  its  most  dis- 
tinguished representative,  with  violent  hand,  tore  one  cover- 
ing after  another  from  its  ulcerated  memher8,and  — to  crown 
^  dreadful  irony — to  read]  tbe  same  end. 

The  day  after  AiJams  had  bucn  thriMtened  by  Tliompson 
witfi  the  iK-iiiLeatiary,  Calhoun  veuteii  himself  in  the  &eaate 
tffdn  in  alongspeecli  on  the  subject  of  the  abolitionist  peti* 
IS.     Ho  did  not  rejKtatthc  fiitiie  utteiupt  tn  have  their  ac- 
stonoo  rcfu£ed,aud  he tonched  only  1  iglitly on  the  queetion  of 
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■  •"Xbe  «qnii  ilavn  ud  tHwtij  an  ttndiouKi;  ezdiulod  ftoin  bbe  conab- 
Mim.  UimmtlDcsliofu  are  llie  fiff-leavei  under  wtiicfa  thew  parti  ut  tba 
,  M;  pcAiiio  am  deeenUjr  ooiuaated."  Argament  of  J.  Q.  Adami  in  tba 
■  AaiiAul  Com,  p.  S8. 
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right,  flithoiigh  lie  ii^serted  the  |irineij>le  in  sliaqwr  oocpqU 
tlint  congreMi  flioiiM  not  disciiia  tlie  quoBtion  at  alL*  Tbe 
8j)c<ccli  is  emiueuttj  politi<»l,  and  he  again,  keeping  pace  wiUi 
events,  took  a  ^reat  stride  bej'ond  hia  Inst  posidon.  Vbn 
ill  undcratoorl  lias  this  rHmnrliahle  man  been  even  ap  to  the 
presenl  time!  Almost  witliant  exception,  he  ia  spoken  of  m 
if,  like  Minerva  from  the  head  of  Jupiter,  he  bad  sprang 
from  the  Hanks  of  slaverjr  clad  in  the  complete  armor  of  ha 
doctrines.  What  ia  preciselv  most  remarkable  in  him  ifi 
that  this  ri^d  doctrinarian  is  the  ool;  person  whMs 
thought  kept  fully  oiiual  pace  with  the  de^-clopuicnt  of  the 
actual  condition  of  affairs. 

The  position  now  assumed  hy  CaUionn  was  that  the  spirit 
of  abolitionism  would  not  die  out  of  itself  nor  without  a  vio- 
lent shock.  The  proi)f  of  the  correctness  of  tliia  assertion 
vftm  that  it  had  insinuated  icself  into  the  pulpit,  the  schoob 
and  the  press.  "  Huwcrer  souud  the  great  hod^-  of  the  noa- 
slaveholding  states  arest  present, in  the  course  of  a  few  ;ean 
thej  wilt  be  snoceeded  by  those  who  will  have  been  taa^t 
to  hate  the  people  and  institutions  of  nearly  one-lialf  of  ^ 
Union  with  a  hatred  more  deadly  than  one  hostile  natioD 
ever  entertained  towards  another."*  But  a  state  alliance  *'  un- 
der the  same  political  system,"  was  entirely  impossible  MJ 
untliinkable  when  that  on  which  "the  vwy  exiolence"  of 
the  one-half  "  depends  "  is  considered  "  sinful  aud  odious  in 
the  sight  of  God  and  man  "  hy  tho  othur  half. 

How  well  did  this  fanatical  champion  of  slavery  nod«r- 
stand  tho  moral  nature  of  tho  state,  and  how  clear]/  be 
wcognizod  tliat  noclampof  positive  law  could  resist  tbo  wedge 

' "The  mart  uaque*Uoiiabl«  right  may  be randated  doubtfol,  i£  oaot  id- 
mitti'd  to  Im  II  M^iKt  of  TOotroTCniy,  and  that,  woold  be  the  cam  In  tks 
praent  iattaoM.  Tho  sulgect  is  beyond  tha  jnmdictiaEi  of  caasnM- 
dwy  haw  DO  nght  to  toocfa  it  in  anjr  ihapo  or  (oun.  Or  to  "i«ikit  it  Uis  nb- 
joetot  deliboatiOB  or  diMOMioo."    Woxba,  II.  p  637 

•  Works.  U.  p.  629. 
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ofanetliical  principle.  Iletice  be  now,  for  the  first  time, 
uierted,  io  the  most  pointed  manner,  tlio  decisive  principle 
vbich  he  had  &lwaj8  liitherto  oiil^  allowed  to  he  the  niiex- 
preaaed  oonseqnence of  hlcdoctrineB:  the  north  and  tlie  scmlh 
are  not  placed  lu  irr^cuncilahle  op|ioKitiou  to  each  other  by 
a  moral  principla  The  question  the  iliscnssion  of  which 
the  honse  of  representatitree  avoided  above  nil  things,  Cnl* 
hotin  boldly  raised,  and  he  answered  it  in  a  manner  which 
certainly  absolutely  forbade  the  iiitmduction  of  ihe  slave 
code  a»  a  witness,  or  tlie  caring  what  Virginia  had  thoaght 
Bpon  the  subject  tifty  years  before.  Slavery  is  a  "good,"  "* 
poaitlra  good,"  and  the  siifegt  fuundiitioii  of  free  institutions ' 
^SDch  was  bis  position  fi'om  this  tiiiio  forward,  one  to  which 
h.«  nipidly  drew  after  him  rlie  [argent  part  of  tlie  south. 

Tbe  fundamental  defect  of  this  reasoning  again,  waa 
the  usamption  tlmt  evcrytliing  depended  on  llie  action  of 
doogreaa.  It  was  certain  that  it  would  necessarily  operate 
eitlter  to  promote  or  restrict  slavery;  but  that  tlie  final  de. 

'  "  We  of  the  WDoU]  will  not,  oannot  ranCDder  our  iiutitutiaiii.    To  mtun* 

Un  tlie  eaaiAing  nilatioiu  boiwouu  tha  tiro  mom  inhabitinii  tbot  lection 

ol  the  Unioa,  ia  iodiapeiiBable  to  tlM  peaw  tmd  liftppiiwa*  oi  ImUi.    It  c&a- 

oot  be  Mibwrted  witlunit  droaching  the  country  in  blood,  UDd  estirpatiiig 

Qoe  or  tlie  otbot  of  tW  na».    6«  it  good  or  bnd,  it  bu  grown  up  wiUi  our 

mcjety  and  iutittiUoiiJ.  and  is  to  inl«.TWov<.>n  with  theta.  that  to  (li-f>tn>]r  it 

tvyMild  be  to  dartrojriit  u  a  p(<opie.    But  M  me  not  Im  undentcodu 

admittiDB,  even  by  imjiliaUian,  Umt  liie  existing  relutiuim  Wlwee ii  the  two 

r»cee  ia  tlu  tUveboIdlng  rtatos  in  on  ctiI — fur  otherwiMi  1  LoKl  it  to  bo 

«  good,  u  it  has  thus  fur  pmrcd  itself  to  be  to  both,  and  will  ixjiilinun  to 

pcoTCW)  if  notdistDrbed  bythefQllipiritot abolition.    ...    1  hold  that 

in  the  praeot  uiMx  of  ciTilinitiun,  yr\n:n  two  mccs  of  diffeii<nt  origin,  and 

^latinyuiabed  bj  oqIot,  aad  oUier  phyHind  (lill'i'nniot^  u  ni'li  as  intc-lleo- 

feoal.  ai*  bcoqgbt  tog«tbor,  tlis  reUUou  uow  vxulmK  ia  thu  >luvdioIJinK 

•teta  betweea  tbc  two,  ia.  instead  of  an  evil,  a  tT^od  —  a  pcHtLivti  nood. 

...     I  fearienlj  UBseit  that  the  oufting  relation  between  the  two  taoM 

u  tlu  fotitfa.  agaiut  which  these  Uind  fanatics  an  waving  wu,  fonns  the 

xnost  •otid  Bad  dumble  foundittioD  on  which  to  icar  free  and  stable  politl* 

cal  institalHU."    Ibid.,  pp.  $30,  $31,  632. 
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cislon  could  never  be  given  bj  congress,  Calboon  himselt 
had  irrofntaWj  ]m>v«J.  The  moral  oonnctinng  of  the  peo- 
ple, which  Ite  h»d  rightly  designnted  a»  llie  deciaira  faran, 
lay  uiiuitle  the  sphere  of  congressional  |K>wer  not  only  ood- 
BtitDtionnlly.biitiD  fact  If  thedaj  wereneror  tocomovhca 
another  generation  shonld  take  the  plfioe  of  tbo  preteot 
•"sound"  generation,  grown  up  undw  the  inflnence  of  the 
spirit  which  hod  token  possesion  of  the  pulpit,  tJie  seboola, 
and  the  press,  it  was  evident  that  this  spirit  ehoald  be  a- 
pellet),  or  at  least  its  further  spread  be  prevented  And  what 
power  waa  there  to  do  this!  Calhoaa  hioudf  gave  the  tni- 
doabtedly  eorr«ct  answer  to  thte  qncgtion.  He  ridiculed  the 
attempt  of  ttie  house  of  representatives  to  "reason  down" 
the  Rpirit  of  abotitioiusm.  ThU  only  made  the  evQ  wor«e.' 
What  means  are  there  bat  reasous  to  change  conridinn&l  U 
there  are  any  otliers,  they  are  oertaiuly  iuappUcable  in  > 
democralio  republic.  Calhoun,  therefore,  did  not  presume 
to  change  the  ooDvictionacoordiiig  to  whidislaTOry  wa>  *'diu 
fnl  aud  odious  in  tbo  eight  of  6oi|  and  aiau,"  nor  even  to  pre- 
vent its  further  spread.  All  he  wished  wa«  to  rtyprvm  its 
nianifefitalionB,an(l  even  this  only  to  the  extent  that  they  ap- 
peared befora  the  fomm  of  csongress.  Did  not  thia  powerful 
tbinVer  see  with  how  frail  a  straw  he  was  ranniog  agalutt 
the  wiudmitt*s  wingsl  Even  suppooing  that  slavery  was  % 
positive  good  and  the  safest  baaisof  tree  iiutitntions  of  wbsl 
use  was  this  8o  loug  ss  he  could  not  oonvinoe  the  Dorth,  St  least, 
that  it  was  not  ainfn)  and  odious.  If  it  vere  impowiblo  nuv, 
and  to  remain  impossible  in  die  ftatore,  to  make  wny  forthii 
oonvlotion,  it  was,  so  Car  as  the  practieel  eonFcqtienoes  «feR 

>  «W«  an  toU  that  11m  BOA  aSKtaal  mods  <<  aoBsli^  the  pravcMl 

atattiai  K  to  iMMB  it  AMU;  1^  with  ihn  Titw  it  is  Bfs«d  tut  tb  F- 
MttQM<iaifattoUiifcn«ile»iiB|iiillii     IkaSiaUwvaqrsiwsndwItkb 

wv  takM  iS  tt»  IMS  MMDB  ii  UN  oliw  hsan.  bal  iwlMd  4rf  lunring 
9.931. 
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loemed,  ■  mfttter  of  tudifferaDoe  wlietlier  the  north  «nct 
the  Bonth  were  placwl  in  irreconcilaWe  opposition  to  one 
■oothor  hy  a  nioraJ  principle,  or  whotlier  it   waa  only  tJie 
diort-sightednetw  and  fHnAtictam  of  the  nortb  which  eav  tbo 
Butter  in  thut  Hglit.    Tlie  convictions  of  men  make  a  moral 
principle  ft  working  power  among  tliem,  and  what  thejr  con- 
eider  a  moral  principle  worka  as  a  moral  priiicipio  among 
■iiern.    So  long  as  the  nortti  boi-hored  that  foolish  conviction 
Hwx>at8lavei7,audtothoext«nttluit  it  harbored  it,  Calhoun's 
|rappo^t«  allegadon,  that  slavery  was  a  positive  good,  must 
bftTC  operated  as  a  powerful  impulse  to  iutoneif)'  the  oppo- 
ntion. 

Did  Calhoun  really  not  recognize  thiel  It  has  been  repeat- 
edly shown  that  hi-i  thinking  nlways  proceeded  from  one  of 
the  two  opposito  prcniisos  which  lay  at  the  fouudatiou  of  the 
oonetitntion  and  of  the  actual  state  of  things.  The  more 
logical  his  thinking  wae,  tJioroforc,  the  farther  must  it  have 
led  him  from  theoonseqncnoce  which  folluwud  £rum  the  other. 
While  he,  with  nnhypocritical  indignation,  repelled  the  charge 
that  his  endeavors  to  quench  the  fire  only  served  to  fau  the 
Aamm,  he  uononnocd,  in  a  really  prophetic  spirit,  how  l}road 
a  ohnun  would  one  day  yawn  between  the  two  convicttuns. 
9o  deone  was  the  darkness  atill  before  the  eyes  of  his  hearers, 
that  they  oousidered  it  only  the  throat  of  a  ruthless  agitator, 
orft3  the  fcvoriehdrcamofa  mailman,  when  he  declared  that 
the  "  felt  spirit  of  abulitiouiera  "  could  not  be  satititicd  even 
with  tlie  emancipation  of  the  slaves;  but  that  their  emanci- 
pation would  be  followed  by  their  political  and  eoeial  equality, 
and  this,  in  tnrn,  by  a  c^MOplete  revolution  in  tUe  proaent  re- 
lation«  of  the  tm>  raoee  to  one  another.' 

i»Bt!  wmred  tliat  etu&ncipatioo  iteelf  woulilnotiatisff  tbevcEouatiot — 
dat  gahiwl.  the  next  atep  iroold  betot&iae  the  ncgToi.-a  to  a  sodol  nod  po- 
Qtioil  onunlitj  with  tba  whitMi  and  that  being  cfli^ctcd,  vc  would  sood 
Bod  lb*  praaent  ooaditian  of  Uio  tvo  mxt  lenned.  They  <^i><l  their  north- 
I  voald  be  the  maatun  »ad  we  Hie  ■lavea"    Worlo;  II,  p.  688L 
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Calhoan  himself^  least  of  all,  considered  it  possilile  tbat  It 
conid  ever  come  to  tins.  His  CassHtidra  warning*  were  in- 
troduced alwa/s  by  »  two-fold  If.  If  the  federal  powendid 
not  acquit  tbeiiuclved  of  tlieir  duty,  aud  if  tlie  ftouth  didmit 
know  how  to  insist  on  its  riglits,  these  monstrous  enoill 
would  cuuie  to  pass.  Based  oul)*  on  tlu^^  two  sssumpUoo^ 
his  thought  kept  pace  with  the  state  of  affaire.  He  had 
not  made  slilpwreck  of  hi&  faitb  iu  the  oonstitution;  in  hii 
opiiiioa  everything  depended  on  \U  being  lived  up  to  oot> 
scientiously.  Hence,  for  the  pi-uaent,  theall-important  nucttf 
with  him  wm  to  determine  aecni-ately  what  tJio  positive  Uv 
was,  and  to  enforce  it  aht^olutety.  It  was  not,  tlicrcfore,  SOT- 
prising  to  see  him  again  ride  tlie  old  liobby  of  doctrioariaa- 
iftin,  and  hunt  after  ooiiBtitutional  theorioa  with  &8  fioyi 
lenl  ae  over. 

Oh  the  27th  of  Cecemhor,  one  week  after  the  Btormj  pro- 
oeedinj^  in  the  hou&e  of  rcpro8entati\-es  just  deeoi^bod,  Cal- 
liouii  intruduoed  six  resolutionB  into  the  seoato,  the  adoption 
or  rejuetion  of  wliich  was  to  be  the  **  test  qnoetion  "  by  whWi 
tbe  south  might  recognize  liow  hoiieAt  waa  the  asauraow 
given  by  all  tbe  eeuators,  that  they  condemned  tlio  fanatical 
doctrines  of  tbe  abolitioniste.  The  pruad  planter  called  it 
to  account,  and  tbe  ecaate  of  the  Unitod  States  epenl  two 
weeks  answering  hia  interrogatories  and  putting  the  dodnd 
confession  of  faitli  in  relation  to  shivery  on  paper. 

"The  only  remedy  ia  the  atate-righta doctrines" — such  was 
the  ehort  and  gignificant  principle,  the  acknowledgment  dF 
which,  on  all  aides,  the  resolution  wished  to  secun*-.'  IlenM^ 
the  series  was  very  logically  opened  witb  the  statement  heir, 
accoiding  to  this  theory,  the  Union  came  loto  extetenoe 
under  the  federal  ooustituliou.'      From  tbe  aUeged  «»■ 

>  Wodo,  m,  p.  1&&. 

'Thscipnnioni  we  aelected  with  care,  after  tbe  wordtag  of  thaicn- 
XaUem.    Itu Mid  that  «v«it  *Uta  "Gnbn«dinb>  tbo  Udiod."    nitnn- 
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crate  nature  of  tlio  Union  wiia  deduced  the  seft>nd  reao- 

llion,  timt  the  interineddliag  of  states  or  of  a  "  oombiDation 

tboir  citizens  in  the  internal  nifairs  of  aiiotJier  Btsto  —  on 

ay  ground  or  under  any  pretext  wimtcver,  pulitical,  moriU 

religious  —  \rith  a  view  to  tliei r  altemt ion  or  ftubversion," 

not  ■warranted  by  the  conatitution,     Tlio  rf«ibition,  with 

few  imiDutcrial  altcmtions,  whs  ado|ited,  by   a   vote  of 

birty-one  ngninst  nine'     Alien,  of  Uliio,  expressed  a  desire 

it  the  word  "religions"  dioiild    Ik:   stnck'-n  out     Oal- 

»iin    refused  to  accede  to  it,  iKcaneo  "tlio  whole  spirit 

the  resolution  hinged  on  tiiat  word."'     Korns,  Allen's 

pllcnguc,  did  not,  liowcrcr,  allow  liiraself  to  be  deterred 

ireby  from  moving  that  the  words  "nmnil  and  rcllgioua" 

boald  bo  stricken  out,  but  ont  of    forty-tivo  votea  only 

t)iirteen   were    in    favor    of    Ins    motion.     Sl»'iiificant  oa 

iis    wTW,   it  ^vas  of  no  real    importance,      AVhether   the 

srda  remained  or  were  tstrickcn  out,  the  rceohition  was, 

nd  remained,  a  Bonrco  of  conBtitntioiml   law,  even  in  the 

hands  of  the  most  i^klllftil  jurist.     ~\Veb»tor  pointed  out 

■bw  difficult  it  wonld  be  to  mention  the  doinoslio  in&titii- 

Bi>n8  which  mdly  lay  otil^idc  of  tho  t;;)1ierc  of  action  and 

ip>wcr  of  tlic  Federal  g^tvernincut,  iitid  dt'iuoustnited  that 

alavery  oertainly  was  not  one  of  them.    And  even  if  this 

acuity  could  \te  overcome,  who  vraa  thcro  able  to  give 

:  definition,  judicially  or  even  politicilly  serviconble,  of 

pnterracddling?"     What  was  the  ineaniTis  of  "with  a 

EW  to  their  niterationi  "     What  wrw  the  meaning  of  "  not 

irrantfid  by  tlic  constitutiont"    If  all  thl^  wm  to  have  so 


blopteJ,  with  two  completely  nninipOTtaiit  Trrbul  alterationii. 
ravoteofSl  ugaiiMilS.    (Dcb.of  CoRgrr,.  Xru,  i>.  o7l.)    Uvnco.  bjr  a 
\ajonXj  of  more  tliiA  two-thirds,  tho  lenoto  tta«uiacd  that  the  Uaion  lijul 
.  loeuit  before  the  adoption  of  the  conRtit^Uon.    WbvniuLilbjwbat 
tboi,  did  tbe  ottidM  of  confcdenitioQ  go  oot  of  foroc? 
■  DeK  of  Congr.,  XIII.  p.  S72. 
'CUkpOD**  Works,  III,  p.  t-lS. 
18 
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previse  (1  meaning  tlist  the  doctrinw  of  rigtits  eltouhl  axA 
coiiW  be  lixed  in  law?,  and  their  obaep\-nnce  secureil  byl^ 
oompniaory  ineagnrea  —  nnd  it  wns,  obviously,  only  on  lhi> 
iDppoeition  that  tlicy  coiitd  scrre  the  purpiwe  intended- 
evcrythinp;  which  hftdrHiitioii  to  thodomrsticr  irietilutioMoT 
other  states  would  become  a  punlsliAble  violatioo  of  the  cuo- 
stitution.  Tiie  existence  of  siBVcry  had  to  vnnish  froiu  th» 
coniicinusQeiu  of  tlie  free  stntea,  Tor,  until  this  happened, 
their  lliought  \ronld  have  to  bo  occupied  with  it,  the 
thought  to  ii)»nirest  itself,  and  every  matiifeitfttion  of  the 
thought  had,  in  and  of  iwelf,  a  tendency  to  oiwralo  an  '*^* 
teration  "  of  the  e-tistiag  state  of  things.  ^^M 

The  next  resoliititm  ivhich  passed  from  negation  toaffini* 
tion  WHS  as  poitiltjdly  framed  as,  could  well  ho  wished.'  Il 
declared  it  to  be  the  duty  of  tlie  Peilernl  government  to  OM 
the  powcra  granted  jt  in  such  a  mminer  as  *'  to  give  .  .  . 
increased  elability  and  Bccurity  to  the  doiuestio  insdtationi 
of  the  states  that  compose  the  Union."  Tlio  aenato  did  nrt 
permit  itself  to  be  puiilied  thus  far  you  It  reduced  tbia  ro- 
olution  to  the  patno  level  as  the  pi-ecvdingone.  It  wasagtia 
not  6)iid  what  tlio  federal  powers  had  to  do,  hnt  only  wlitt 
they  &houM  not  do,  or  allow  to  be  done;  their  sacred  dnty 
was  not  to  allow  themsolvps  to  be  used  to  weaken  the  IniB- 
tntioDs  over  wliicli  the  states  Itad  reserved  control. 

'tt1)(>sint  with  the  wardi:  "RMotred.  thai  thii  govenimeot  «h  h^ 
Uiidd  br  t!w  •everal  etaJt«s  of  tbis  Union,"    Uayiml,  ot  DelAwam,  mond 
(ovalHbtutoioctfao  "■eveml  italfls."  "the  people  o[  the  UoitcdStata' 
(Iteb.  of  Conijr..  XIII,  p.  593.)    CitlbounopposKllhDcliange  becaan;,tfaat 
fanmcil,  the  renlotion  would  be  ambiguota.    Bajrgtrct '•  Bmcodmoat  m* 
Injected  br  a  vote  of  thittj-fbnr  og^unit  ci^ht.    The  aeaatc  deroled  two 
wbolo  weeb  to  tha  booU«u  tatk  ot  giting  expK«i<iB  to  its  viewi  en  oa- 
(ua  toDstituLiomd  qiitidJiMiit  and  hj  a  mitjori^  ot  morv  than  foor  to  i 
flidndod  th»  fint  woid  of  the  oonstitutioa  as  om'bigaoaa.    Tbe 
M«  "nonroval  tban  tlivldng^"  are  pnveibial  the  n-oddorcr. 
tixT  ot  Uie  ITaited  Stato  faia  pgweubed  an  LMxnapambljr  greater 
in  Uu itato-rsliten md  "atrict-coTBtnictiORiita,"  whamini  w 
OMnfaitfafal  to  thu  cotutitskioa  than  tb«  ooostitulion  itadf. 
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Smith, uf  Indiiuin,  liiul  niovod,  »a  an  Addition,  tm  express  roo- 
KjOgnition  of  ttie  rlgliUof  mnn  enumerated  in  tho first  tiuesof 
Vihe  dcdamtion  of  indei>o!idonee,  the  right  of  the  frL-edoiu  of 
thepress,  and  the  ri|^t  of  i>eCilion.'  Allen  cimn<^  this  prop- 
osition into  Lite  duclurntioii  tliat  the  i-esoladotw  in  question  did 
iKilintunit  tureco^iiai"tli.erightoE  coni^rees  toitnpiiir,  jn  any 
insuiner,  tJie  freedoin  of  speech  or  of  tlio  pneBs,  or  the  n;;ht  of 
petition,  B8  »cciin-d  hy  the  consititution  to  the  citizens  of  the 

•  ■sereral  etatcg,  within  their  stiites  TCspoctivcly."  *  T\\\>i  mncnd- 
ment  waa  adopted  hv  a  vole  of  tiiirty-lwo  ftj^niniit  funi'teoii,8 
lakification  of  tho  coiiotitullon  wliicU  left  all  tliegiig-resolu- 
tioDS  of  the  houMO  fur  behind  it.  The  uoii«t!tutiun  unrtly 
lod  concisely  prohiliiled  congivss  to  nbridgo  the  ri-'htu 
nimed,  hy  Inw.  T!iero  h  not  a  trace  to  be  found  in  It  of  tlie 
iMQj  lies  with  which  the  resolution  sought  tn  blind  the  e>'ei> 
^  otfreodoiD.  But  even  if  the  rights  of  freedom  of  6|M<ecli,  of 
B'tiMpranand  of  [tetition  had  beloiiged  to  tlie  individualB 
constitnting  tJio  people  only  aa  citizeuB  of  the  several  states, 

»»ni  not  as  citizens  of  the  United  Stntes,  nnd,  tlmrpfore, 
<in!y  "within  (h«ir  state*  re«[>eetive!y."  the  fylcnil  powere 
ironW  have  had  no  ineana  to  prevent  the  violations  of  the  con- 
ititntion  mentiiHiLHl  in  the  seeond  rejii>hilioii.  Ifence,  either 
ibetllegations  whicli  it  oontaiitwl  were  incorroet,  orthocon- 

Iititntion  liad  not  gninled  the  federal  powers  the  anthority 
DGOKsarr  to  the  perfonnanet'  of  their  diilios,  or  tlio  con'^titn' 
tim  Itself  ootild  not  bo  carrie<l  out  Tiie  second  of  these 
An»  poasiblo  assumptioTiB  wns  excbuled  by  m-ticlc!  T,  section 
?spar.  19  of  the  cotistitiition,  nnd  in  resi^oct  to  tlio  practical 
end  which  Cnlhoiin  piirsned,  it  was  a  matter  of  indllferonce 
tliieli  of  the  other  two  wns  dccidrd  on.  Prom  the  riglitnew 
dttho  resolution  folinwed.  a<t  n  direct  eonsecitience,  llie  im- 
pwiWlity  of  carryingont  the  oonstitntion,  because  It  Is  folly 
topnbibit  the  operation  of  the  ''political,  moral  nnd  religi- 

'Oeb.  of  Ooogr.,  XIII,  ^  W2.  'Ibid.,  p.  iSi, 


276  Jackson's  ADUiHtSTBATiON — Ammu'noir  or ' 


oas convictions "  of  thopeopleoii  anytliing whatever  relating  i 
to  their  political  Mte. 

Tho  fourtli  r&joliitioii  declared  slavery  to  bo  **  an  important 
part  of  tlicir  domestic  itistitatious,**  nnd  applied  to  it  tlie 
doctrines  proi'iousJy  Isid  down  in  general,  tvithont  mijei- 
prcsa  men  tion  of  them.  Evcrj  •*  attack  "  on  slavcrj  vns  now 
called  "a  manifest  breanh  of  fetith,  and  a  violatioa  of  tie 
most  eolomu  oWij^tions."  Tlio  senate  did  not  ngree,  in  ac- 
fordBnce  with  Callionn'i*  motion,  to  designate  these  obligo- 
tiona  "moral and  relisfiona." 

The  next  resohition  road:  "  Resolved,  Tliat  tho  intermed- 
dling of  any  state  or  stateii,ur  their  citiznnp,  tunliolieih  slnvcTp 
in  this  district,  or  in  any  of  the  territories,  on  the  gronnO  or 
under  the  pretext  that  it  is  immoral  or  sinful,  or  the  pa&ia^ 
of  any  net  or  measure  of  coiigrc-33  with  that  view,  wonld  be 
a  direct  anddftnt^rnnsnttAckon  the  institutions  of  tl>c8l&v»> 
holding  t>tates."  Instead  of  this,  tho  following  substitute 
was  adopted  on  Clay's  motion:  "Kesolved,  That  the  inter 
fcrcneo  by  the  citizens  ul  any  of  tho  states  with  the  view  to 
the  abolition  of  slRvery  in  this  District,  is  cndan^ring  lb* 
right*  nnd  security  of  tho  people  of  the  Di9tri«t,  and  that  aoy 
act  or  mcaawre  of  onngreas  di>Rigiio(l  to  nholifth  slavery  in  ttiil 
District,  vroiild  lie  n  violation  of  the  fntth  implicl  in  the  ooS' 
sions  by  tlic  stsi'.cs  ofVirginia  and  Maryland,  a  just  caaseuf 
alarm  to  the  people  of  the  slnvcholtling  stsitrB,  nnd  have 
direct  and  iaovitable  tendency  tu  disturb  and  endango^ 
Union," 

As,  neeonling  to  tlie  preceding  rewdntimis,  even-  atS 
ou  slavery  was  a  violation  of  tho  constitQtion,  so  evidently 
were  all  tlie  acts  enumerated  in  Calhoun's  fifth  Tcsotntloa; 
since  they  were  denonnced  as  "a  dii-ect  nnd  dangerous  a' 
on  the  institutions  of  alt  the  slavehotding  states."  CaUwna' 
urorlookcd  this  con&equenne.  lie  declared,  in  tho  twursoot 
debate,  that  he  oonsidured  the  alx>lition  of  slavery  in  tha 
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DUtrict  of  Coliimbin  to  be,  indeed,  unconBtitiitloaal,  but 
tbftt,  for  reason*  oE  expediency',  ho  preferred  not  to  rely 
tliereoa  in  this  case.' 

Tltfi  claim  that  the  ]>ower  of  congress  o\'er  tlio  District  did 
pvt  cstcud  to  the  nlwHtion  of  shivery,  was  not  entirely  new. 
early  as  January,  1836,  Leigh,  of  Virginia,  had  aeficrtcd 
ii  principle  ia  Ihoeenate,  and  endeavored  to  prove  iU'  llu 
«*eut  so  far  as  to  make  the  eingnlar  claim  tliat  the  Districl 
vrta  nnt  ceded  to  tlie  United  States  but  to  cotigrees,'  and 
from  this  ho  inferred  thnt  tbeceitdion  wna  iiindv  by  the  legie- 
latnrea  of  Virginia  and  Maryland;  and  timt  the ntitliority  uf 
congress  ouuld  not  exceed  the  rights  whicli  luui  before  be- 
loDgod  to  tlieic  two  logittluturCB.  1'bc  preiiiiee  wn&  faltic,  nnil 
ivcn  i£  it  were  right,  Uio  iuforcncc  drawn  from  it  could  not 
ut  bo  rejected  becnnsc  it  led  to  an  erroneous  consequuncc. 
16  "  ten  ftqoare  miles "'  were  ceded  by  the  state*  of  Virginia 
and  Marj'lond,  and  not  by  their  Icj^islatiirca;  for  the  former 
d  not  the  Utter  were  Uie  t>wncr$,  and  it  was  not  tbo  rights 
the  legislatures  acting  in  the  uuino  of  the  states  tliatwcro 
led,  but  the  rights  of  the  owners.  But  even  independently 
of  ihi^it  would  have  been  bcoselees  tomcasnro  tlie  auUiority 
of  congress  by  the  pon-ors  onec  pos&c&^ed  l)y  the  two  legishi- 
tiiree,Binceiis  tbesu  were  notcciuul  to  one  another  the  former 

■  Vftx^  ITI,  p.  leS.  11)0  itpp:^  to  ttiA  cigrbth  amoodmaab  a  ondcatlr 
a  tnutake,  ior  Uiat  ameailiu'inl  icad*:  "  Kxcenive  bail  >iiult  iiol  be  le- 
quuBda  am'  cxGCs»iva  &tu»  iiuj>o«<l,  uor  cruel  eai  uounial  piuuHbmenla 
IdUcioL" 

■  Deb.  of  (Jongr.,  XII.  pp.  714,  7IJ.  I  do  not  flnJ  any  oMt  aiw'  men- 
tiODed  in  my  nom.  bub  I  cuinot  eay  d.-iiiiitely  iha.1  thU  wiw  n-iUlj'  tb« 
tai.  In  Ua7  of  tb«  mma  ynr,  Wiso  aatl  Hobvrtaou.  ol  Viiviiiiii,  itml 
1b>(B];MKn atid  Piodniey.  of  Suutli  C^mlino.  coafeaaed  to  tli«  tuitn.-  view  ia 
tba  hMMB  of  Rpfwetitatives  {Dub.  of  ConiP'..  XIII.  pp.  24.  2-'>). 

*T1ai  M  indeed  in  bannooy  mHi  Ihc  wfltibnt;  of  tho  c(>s9ion-ilociinii-nt, 
atilher  wiUi  Llic  facta  nor  tliu  coiwtitutioti.    It  socms  to  mc  thiib  it 
\-na\i  be  a  wvto  of  tiiae  to  ppivo  that  the  Dnit«d  StAtca  and  not  conerng 
I  jn«pn«(an  ol  tbo  Lislnct  of  Columbia. 
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also  n-oul(]  hare  1)ecn  difTcrcnt  in  the  two  original  parU  of  tbs" 
District;  And  oven  if  tlili>Lad  been  ovcrlookeO,  and  Loigh'd 
further  cUiiii  liad  bcca  grantod,  that  tlio  Jc;;ifiIaturo  of  Vir- 
ginia (lid  out  liavo  Uio  rij^lit  to  eiiiaiicijiate  the  sUree  with- 
out ihu  consent  of  the  several  owners,'  iLoro  would  have  been 
no  power  wliatover  whidi  could  have  nboliahod  slnvery  in 
tlio  DiKtriut  of  Cuhiiiiljin,  unless  every  single  slaveholder  iu 
it  acceded  (o  it.  Atud  tinis  tt  might  have  happened  that, 
after  slavery  had  ceased  to  exist  in  the  entire  Union,  a  few 
BhiTtiholdei-s  might  bare  buiilieiied  the  eeat  of  ttie  national 
legislature  u'ith  this  didgraco,  for  an  uiiliiniteil  time.  m 

Uot  there  is  iio  need  for  all  thia  argumentation.     Tho  ox-B 
teat  of  the  autiiority  of  coogrc&s  in  tbi«,  as  Id  all  other 
qae£tioii»,  vras  determined  \*y  the  constitution.     WhatcvcfJ 
the  ceding  etate«  and  congreb^  miglit  have  stipulated  witli] 
one  auother,  had  no  T&lidicy  except  to  the  extent  tliat  il 
was  not  in  oontlict  witli  tlie  vunetilutiori.'    What  was  true  of 
every  e«ntcnceof  tJie  constitution  was  true  of  this  clause  aleo: 
"  Thia  constitution   .    .    .   slmll  be  (he  $upi-cme  law  of  Uia 
land,  and  tlic  judges  of  every  state  shall  bo  bound  tlicrcbT| 
anvthiiig  iu  tJie  conaiitnUon  or  laws  of  any  stato  to  tho  eon 
tr&i-y  notwitli&tanding." '  In  accordance  with  this,  tho  rcooi 
of  Uui  sossion  deelarcd,  aud  entirely  oorrecUy,  that  the  i 
Bion  was  tuado  as  the  provisions  of  the  ooustitiitional  clav 

■  '*  1  G&n  TOnfoiQ  to  sny  thsd  tfa?  grpftt  bod.?  of  ths  Jurttta  ot  Virtpnin.  u 
vrelt  IU  of  Uie  people,  hA\-«  alwoya  <leiii«(l.  and  do  yet  deny,  Ibe  coaititu- 
tioiial  poirer  o(  tbc  oFdioary  IcgUlatorc  to  abolish  tbc  righlxol  ilBve  pmp- 
erlj  without  Uie  <»n«M)t  of  tl>a  indiriduoi  owner*." 

*  Hcocc,  in  mj  opinion,  the  foUowinur  ameitioti  inaili!  bj  3fadl»a  in  the 
ViiyiniantilicatioBCOonatiiQa  i*  entirely  wrong:  "Let  ntereittiuk  .  .  . 
that  there  mnit  be  a  cenion.  b;  particular  Rtat«e,  of  tlw  Ditttict  lo  ooognto. 
and  that  tlie  rtAtm  arnj  wttla  the  irrmi  of  the  oeoioa.  The  italn  msjr 
taakn  vbot  atipulatioa  thcj  pU»Mp  in  it."  ElUot,  Deb*  UI.  p.  433.  *t%» 
eon>titiition  tay^  not  oal;  that  coDgnti  aball  Iults  "  esduoira  letriilnlioa  " 
ia  the  District,  but  addi,  "in  all  ctUM  whatsoever.*' 
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lired.'  But  the  wording  of  tlic  clause  w  frecjucntly 
called,  w!L|i  nit  tlie  clearness  of  wliicli  tlie  Engltdli 
Ungange  is  at  all  tuipnble,  for  an  unlimited  power;  lluit  is, 
of  OOQree,  eo  fnr  oii!;^  an  oiiar  provisions  of  tLo  constitution 
ditl  not  restriot  it.  Thus,  too,  liad  tlie  Htntes-righttni  imd«r- 
Blooii  it  wlicu  tbere  was  question  of  the  luloplion  or  rejection 
of  tbo  oonsUtiition;'  und  tiie  history  of  cougit^s  alTordal,  as 
we  have  seoti,  a  whole  series  of  resolutions  and  muasiires, 
in  which  the  ro|)i-o^utitutiv'cs  of  the  south,  by  n  mnjority 
frequently  Ixirdoriiij^  uii  iinauiitiity,  had  indirectly  ackmnvl' 
ed}*ed  tluit  coDgress  bad  a  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 

DiatriL't.* 

How  groat  was  tho  niajonty  which  still  adhered  to  tiie 
old  view  ift  best  bhown  by  Calhoun's  coiifua^ion,  that  lie  did 
not.  fur  rcawmfi  of  Rxpedioney,  wi?h  to  rely  ou  the  cun- 
(ititntion.  "With  »II  his  (loctriDartaiiigui,  ho  wa^  pramical 
enough  to  Iw  satisfied  under  the  oii-oum stance*,  provided  a 
large  majority,  with  the  president,  slionld  give  Iha  assurance 
to  the  fionth  that  slavery  ia  tlie  disirict  Bhoiild  he  inadc  m 

^The  b»ct  of  land  "  is  foteror  ctiIwI  and  irlinquwbwi  to  conijrw  and 
to  lh«  f,'OTemmiM.t  of  the  United  Stales,  in  full  and  nlMoUito  nght  and 
enbMTe  jmitdiction.  tu  wkII  of  soil  as  of  penous  rPMiliiiK-  nr  to  tnude 
th««in.  pomianl  l>i  tiitt  b-mir  and  cOVct  of  tiv:  vitihth  t"ctian  of  tbe  Knt 
aitid<3  of  the  cootitatioti  oE  tliv  Ututca  States."  Wcbet-'a  Wnrka.  IT, 
P.ST2;  Kit*.  LSI.  p.  138. 

'G.  Ma«on  cnid  m  tlu!  Vti^nla  ratification  ccriTrntion:  "  ImplicAlibu 
,  ,  .  was  capable  of  an  oxteauon.  and  votild  probably  be  exk-ndod  to 
aapnent  tbe  ooagieNienal  ptrrara.  lint  here  thwc  wub  no  need  of  iRipli> 
tatioo.  lUs  datiK  gave  Uism  an  uuliuiitcd  aathorltr,  in  etciy  jHinsible 
COM,  whhin  tbal  dUtiid."  Elliot,  Deb.  HI,  p.  4^t|.  Still  more  pointedly 
ilid  P.  Hcnty  Mcpn-ts  liitnitlf:  "  I*  tln>ri!  any  act,  however  ati-ocioua, 
vhich  thr]rc:an  noldoby  Tirtueof  tliiHclftiisR?  .  .  .  What  could  tbe 
nutt  (stmmpint  and  bonndUiM  imagination  ul^  bnl  power  to  do  overy- 
IhioK?"    Ibid.,  pp.  4:^3,  437. 

*  Any  oiie  who  <Lairei  lo  lee  the  list  in  a  more  complete  fonn  may  oon- 
wlt  Sladcs'  speech  «f  ibo  IStb  and  20th  of  Janiuur.  ISIO.    Nilo,  LXf, 
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i<!cure  by  other  walls  and  minpitrU)  as  it  cotiM  have  bocD  hyi 
ttio  uioeiL  uiiH:ubigttou£  jirovigiuii  uf  tbo  constitution.    ThoJ 
faith  of  Clft)'V  sitbatitiitc,  tacitly  plodgod,  was  a  protection  i 
of  this  kind,  und  it  was  voted  to  tlio  south  hy  tlte  scnato  by 
a  vote  of  lUirty-six  «gatii&t  nine.' 

This  claim  of  an  obligation  of  honor  i&  distiugiiished  fnm . 
the  diruct  denial  uf  oonstituttonsd  power,  as  a  niodcru  suBak- 
thief  from  a  medieval  robber-knight.  Tho  proof  of  tho  nn- 
tenablenBBs  of  the  elaim,  it  waA  as  ea.-<y  to  prodace  in  the 
onooaseas  ia  tlie  other.  Clay's  principloconld  Itavoa  bftais  ■ 
in  facte  only  in  caiic  tliat,  essentially,  slavery  had  been 
thought  of  in  Maryland  atid  Virginia  fifty  yeiu'S  before^  and 
timt  an  alnieit  e<nm\  iotoredt  had  been  taken  la  it  then 
u  now.  But  this  w.i3  donionstntbly  not  tho  case.  NcaHy 
the  wliole  south,  and  mo^t  of  all  Virginia,  had,  together  with 
tho  north,  1>een  cradled  in  the  illnsion  that  slavery,  by  the 
early  pruhihition  of  etave-iinportation,  would  gradually  die-' 
out  of  it9olf ;  and  ahuoet  the  entire  eonth  n-as.  by  ttio  pn»-j 
sure  of  rcvolalionary  memoriee,  «till  siiuk  in  tho  Mlf-d< 
lion,  that  it  longingly  wished  to  lie  freed  from  this  **  ctino.'' 
The  poesibility  tliat  tho  abi>lition  of  elavery  in  the  District 
miglit  one  day  become  one  of  tiio  greatest  qnostions  »f  na- 
tiomil  politics  wti9  aa  little  kept  in  view  at  that  time  in  the 
north,  as  it  was  thought  iu  Virginia  and  Ikfarytand,  that  tlic 
nnreelricted  jwwor  of  congre<J3  over  tho  District  would 
threaten  slavery  with  mortal  danger.  That  provision  awak- 
ened tho  most  exa^^ratcd  feat's,  bat  this  possibility  wm 
ncvLT  thoti^lit  of.  'Vho  sentiment  of  tho  time,  both  at 
the  north  and  the  «outh,  foQod  its  most  pointed  cxpreenon' 
in  tho  undchatod  resolulioos  to  leave  the  \avra  at  tbo  ced- 
ing states  in  force  in  tlio  District.  There  were  very  fewi 
poitits  in  the  sUvcrj  (jnestion  on  whioli  thought  hnd  as  yet 
began  to  bo  expended.     For  the  most  part  by  far,  people 


"  Deb.  at  Comer.,  XIU,  p.  OOS. 
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,  ed  tbcnisclvta  with  tlic  feelings  wliicli  lay  pretty  near 
UieBorfacc.  Ilutut)  was  the  contest  over  the  qiicistion  wlioro 
tlie  seat  of  got urumeiit  ehould  bo  situated,  no  one  Hti3pectt-d 
tliat  the  deci^iou  would  liave  so  immenee  r  sigtiifiaince  for 
tlia  elnvcry  question  as  it  in  fuel  had. 

In  tho  bouuo  of  roprcscntalivos,  Slailo's  month  wns  cIoFcd 
by  tJie  iiiqniiy:  what  matlcrod  it  what  view*  Virginia  had 
fifty  yeai-s  bi-fui-o  on  slavery?  Clay  eoiild  not  make  U6ti  of 
tliis  telling  urgmncut  for  his  doctrine  of  the  jdeilged  honor 
of  coiigrc^  l>ut  his  historical  proof,  ncvcrtJielcwi*,  supposed 
eompleto  alj*trnction  to  ho  made  of  tho  lustvriwil  facts.  But 
eveij  if  people  wished  to  let  him  play  the  juj^fjlor  with  this 
rock,  he  RufTered  shipwreck  on  tiic  other,  whieli  Letgh  had 
ran  foul  ot  Hiit  the  «oIc  object  of  his  suhstituto  was  to  ob- 
tMn  an  actual  decision  of  the  question  of  right  without  tak- 
ing any  notice  of  tho  right  whatever. 

Oongroes  was  not  obliged  to  do  really  all  that  it  might  do. 
So  long  as  it  considered  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  tho  Dis. 
trict  inexpedient,  it  was  entirely  justified  by  the  constitu- 
tional law  of  ihc  country  to  |)er[i)it  it  to  continue.  Uut  ttio 
ooMtirution  hatl  left  it  to  each  eiiccessivo  congress  to  dooide 
what  meufitiroA  were  expedient  for  the  District^  and  had  not 
givoQ  to  any  one  c<>ngre«3  tho  right  to  inako  a  decision  bind- 
ing otJ  all  *ni>soquent  congresses.  If  one  congre-w  assumed 
each  a  right  lo  itself,  the  aubseqaent  coiigrctfaca  wore  not 
onljr  neither  Ii^Iy  nor  morally  bound  by  its  decision,  but 
it  WM  their  plain  const! tntional  dnty  to  reject  it  tlie  mo- 
ment they  onnBidercd  its  rejection  rftpiircd  by  the  interests 
of  (be  Distriet  or  of  the  Union.  Not  to  admit  thifi,  is  to 
nicnbc  to  cacli  congress  tho  jmwor  to  alter  tlio  provieiou  of 
the  cxinslitutHm  in  relation  to  the  onthonty  of  congress  over 
tbe  District  aci-r<ri\\ng  to  its  good  wilt  and  pk-oeuro.  And  if 
DODgreas  could  not  do  this  by  a  taw,  it  is  obvious  that  it 
conkl  still  lou  do  it  by  an  obligation  tacitly  entered  into. 
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Tiiis  theory  of  the  pledged  honor  of  coiigree*  whii'h  »si©rted 
itself  until,  and  during  a  long  |)art  of,  the  civil  ii«-Qr,is  the 
strongest  ilkistratioD  given  by  Uic  slavocracy  of  thu  char- 
RCtcr  of  tUe  L'tiioa  as  an  uitarbitrary  law  respecting  atate 
(RevhtiUaat),  i.vjth  wntton  faudamciifcd  ri-rhLs, 

Tct  Cluy  iind  tlio  inujority  of  tlic  wtiutc  t-uiinot  bo  let  ^ 
with  this.  Witli  their  cliciip  and  cowardly  euutiiog,  they 
wore  eiiaiiicfully  disgraced  in  a  third  way. 

Tlio  (inly  argument  M■hi^^ll  was  additct^d  or  could  bo  ad- 
duced for  the  alleged  pledging  of  the  honor  of  ontignm,  wm 
the  great  inteiT*t  wliirh  Virginia  and  Ifan-Iiind  had  In  thfl 
coDtiuucxl  usialunoo  of  slavery  in  tlio  District.     IE  the  ail- 
ment woa  a  valid  one,  the  abolition  of  slavery  WDohl  ho, 
under  all  circumstances,  a  broach  of  faith  fo  long  as  that 
intercut  tuntirined.     And  the  consent  and  even  the  tinani- 
moas  wish  of  the  elare-owners  oE  the  District  conld  alter 
nothing  of  thin.     C!imgress  —  if  it  were  to  conceive  and  fulfil 
the  iiioml  uhllgiitiuns  entered  into,  luit  acct>aliiig  tu  their 
parapliraeed  Irtler,  but  to  their  spirit  —  might  tind  it&elf  in 
a  situation,  like  so  many  slave  states,  to  put  tlie  gi'ciitest  legal 
dinicullicd  ill  the  vny  of  the  voluntary  emancl^iat ion  of  elavea 
by  tliuir  iiiaatcrft.     It  would  have  had  to  go  muob  fartlier 
than  tliJR     I£  it  were  sclf-oridcnt  that  it  had  entered  into 
an  ubligatiuu  to  let  the  intcresta  of  thu  foriuur  owners  of  tho 
District  bo  the  controlling  oonsideration  in  its  legislutire 
action  iu  relation  to  slavery  in  the  Diatrict,  it  v.'\v  joat  aa  scir 
evident  that  it  lutU  undertaken  the  s&nie obligation  in  regard 
to  all  other  intereats  which  seemed  iinjwrtant  enough  to  them 
to  wish  the  rco^iiitJon  of  euch  an  oUigatiun.     The  impivh- 
ability  that  tiioy  would  ovcrexteud  thedaim  favtlicr  did  not 
cliange  the  |>i-iniiiple.    Thi^  principle  put  the  intoruata  of 
the  ceding  iUtCd,  as  understood  by  tho  ecatos  tiioinaolTO«i  itt 
the  place  of  ilie  unlimited  power  of  «ongre«a  provided  by 
the  coQsdtutioiL 
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Clny  hail  lodged  against  Calhoun  tho  nccu^atinii  tliat  hu 
rcaolutionii  liod  iiuigliUtntxl  thi!  uxcitutnent  in  tliu  uurtb,  and 
iQten^6ed  its  bitterness.'  Ue  was  himself  met  with  the 
great  roproacU  Liuil,  by  his  coiniiromi^  opiates,  ho  (sought 
Lo  stupifj  the  Uiouglit  and  eepccially  the  moi-al  f«tiling  of 
llic  people.  Tlie«i  tjfTorts  oE  hia  wore  «iily  loo  t)U«M;8sful, 
but  where  they  were  fruitless  tbcy  oitcniturl  uftrr  the  man* 
nvr  of  a  thorn  !n  tlio  scourge  wlkiclt  tlic  radiuils  of  tho  fioath 
6U-u)ig.  C/lay'u  itiibstitute  pluyud  u  vary  luiiteriat  part  in 
making  tho  re^lutious  of  the  eeuate'  a  more  dikiigerous 
attempt  against  tho  coniititution  anil  againtit  fi-ccilom  than 
(he  giig-reaolutiuiu  of  the  house  Tli»i  ttiuy  wui-o  '''  uhstrao 
tioaa"  wliich  did  Dot  culminate  directly  in  auy  piuclical 
laouurc,  made  theui  only  all  tho  more  dAiigeroiti».  Whoever 
avoided  the  battle  —  and  tlio  imnieiiao  majority  of  the  pojiii- 
l&tion  of  thu  Dortticrn  states  belonged  U)  thiaclu&ii  —  might 
pi&a  over  them  to  the  order  of  the  day  aa  soon  as  tho  debate 
iu  the  senate  w.is  ended,  for  tliclr  pt-acticiU  con.seqaence9  lay 
In  an  Indetinile  Fntiirc  But  iu  I'Cgurd  to  the  huuso  of  rep- 
resentHtiveit,  tliera  was  quesUuu  not  of  future  pos8ibiliiie& 
There  Oie  iiorth  wrs  made  to  feel,  day  after  day,  what  the  new 
doctrine  of  the  luural  obligations  touiirdsalavcry  meant  to  it. 
Uere  it  had  to  act  witliout  delay,  that  tlio  ti9nrp;itiou  might 
notgraduidly  gain  moi'e  and  more  the  appcuruiee  of  a  pre- 
scriptive right;  and  as  it  had  to  act,  tJie  "iibstraciious"  of 
the  itcuale  soiiiided  Ulie  a  shrill  alarm  in  its  cari.  The  gun> 
tletaen  who  underiUiod  ao  well  to  reiul  unm-icten  words,  had 
to  no  that  all  the  ]Uii%werH  U>  itit  g:ig-rus*ihitioiis  whieh  camo 
to  the  hou.sc  bore  tlie  oddreas  of  the  eeuuto  aUo.     Aad  the 


'  Deb.  of  Cnnzr.,  Xni.  p.  696. 

'"nta  CUboun  rnvnlutiotu  ore  te  be  fotutd  in  full  in  bi«  worka  {lit,  pp. 
IU.  Ul),  xai  lieMdex  in  tbs  D«b.  of  Concr-.  TCIIf.  pii.  .'>fl7.  5C3:  the  nfcol« 
Knoi  of  mtolatioat  inlraducod  t>7  Clftj,  in  the  nm^  pitce.  p.  &93i  aiid  Um 
ranlatioiu  wi  tbey  were  adopted  hy  the  senate,  at  p.  57S. 
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answers  were  iiiimemns  nnil  plain  cnoiigli  to  lie  iiitetllgiblo 
toevervwiio,  but  at  first  not  t,o  aumeroua  aiid  plain  as  not 
to  mnkc  the  obilui-ute  still  more  obdurata 

Tti  tlio  Re»sioii  ot  1835-3C,  one  hundred  and  ee^'eDt;r-^ 
potilions,  wiLli  tliirt^'-luur  thousujid  Bigiuicurea,  relating  to 
Blttvory  in  the  District  ot  Columbia  woro  received.'  Tho 
Pinokniiy  gag  canned  the  nuiiilter  of  signatiiivii  in  tlie  next 
session  to  incrcA^  to  otio  hundred  and  ten  tlioti-»uid,  uad 
^ttou'»  rcsohitiou,  1S3T-3S,  swelled  thcin  to  thrco  hundred 
tfaouABnd.*  And  'Jieniiittcrdidnotend  witliiheieandi«iDtilHr 
demoQStmtiif lis  of  private  pt-rsona  Kvon  at  tUubc^innlogof 
1836,  the  reprcKcntatives  of  the  Mn-ssachnsctts  Aiiti-SIaroiy 
Bocioty  oxperipticed  n  resUly  fcandalous  trcatiuont  at  the  hand* 
of  a  committee  of  the  stitte  legislature,  and  c-?]>c?inllT  of  iti 
cbairmaii,  George  LunL*  A  year  later,  liolh  liouitBii  of  the 
l^slature  voted  resolutiooB,  by  a  large  inajority,  in  wliich 
It  Mi*a8  declan>d  that  the  gag-resolutiona  wera  vioIaLioos  of 
the  cuiiKtiLution,  ai:d  the  right  claimed  for  congro&s  to  abolish 
Blarery  in  tlie  District  of  Columbia.  The  li^slaiure  of 
Yerroont  pas^d  similar  rcsolutioDS.  In  Jaauary,  ISS^  thb 
liallof  the  house  of  rcprcscutatit-cjwa^  plnocd;it  thodispoeal 
of  the  "MiieMcImsotte  Anti-Slnvcry  eocicty  for  its  anutial 
meeting-  !'■  I^Iay,  tlio  Ici^istatnre  of  Connecticut  followed 
the  example  of  llie  I^islatiires  of  her  two  aistor  atntea  and 
repealed  the  "llaek  law"  which  was  passed  in  1833,  for  the 
eapproeion  of  Miea  Prudcnoo  Crandall'a  echool. 

The  south  did  not  nndereatimato  these  manifustationB  of 

>ri«b.ofo»in,:^in.p.2e. 

•Joj.  UiK.  WHt..  p.  M9. 

•On  thew  pnxvKLnsj.  aad  the  attitiulp  ot  the  porrniw,  RiliraH  ETTivtt, 
Id  the  OsmtT  -ikmIuwi,  boo  Wlbon,  Rim  tutH  Fnil.  etc.,  I.  pr>,  Jt2S-;cWj 
I«u»t'«  own  worft.ThfOripn  of  tho  I*lc  War.  Iiri.lOI.  107-110,  471-iSOj 
8.  J.  May.  Siwn"  RofnllivtiOMof  onr  Anti-SliwrnConflL^  pp.lV!-VSi 
W.  Goodcll,  A  full  Stetomcat  o{  the  R^aiwfis  wliiiJ]  wm  In  Put  oflfand 
to  the  Committee,  rtc 
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a  new  spirit,  but,  instead  of  restraininjif  Itself,  it  mshcd  on- 
ward oil  the  patli  it.  hiul  hitherto  fullou-ed,  vith  nxluubled 
violence.  A  wwk  after  the  oomiiig  together  agnin  of  oon- 
gre»,  nnd  before  luiy  exciting  debate  on  tlie  slavery  question 
had  taken  jiliicu,  new  gag-rofioIutionB  wore  moved  in  the 
houee  of  rcpreseiitatipos,  and  wloptetl  by  a  very  respecljibl© 
majority' (lltK  and  13th  of  Decoinbor,  1833).  This  gag 
eftrncd  Ji  peculiarly  sad  celebrity,  becAUse  a  northern  repre- 
sentative tnnicd  Jiidaii.  To  tliisoiiodeed,  Alherton,  of  New 
Hampshire,  owes  it  tliat  lita  name  slmll  always  a$«crt  for 
itself  a  place  in  the  liistory  of  the  United  States. 

Atherton  had  a  claim  on  the  recognition  of  the  sonlli,  be- 
eaiise  ho  measured  ont  its  "right"  to  it  neither  luixionsly 
nor  pottily.  Ho  not  only  denied  oongross  the  right  to  make 
■ny  "attempt"  to  abolish  einvory  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
or  "  in  the  territories," '  or  "  to  discriminate  between  the  in- 
stitutions of  one  portion  of  the  statca  and  another,  with  a  view 
of  abolishing  the  one  and  promoting  tlic  otlior,"  but  be  also 
Jenied  its  ]>owerlo  prevent  '*the  removal  of  slaves  fwm  one 
state  to  anotlicr."'     And  yet  liedid  not  satisfy  all.     Not  only 

■  The  cettftitatJonaldoctrinM  with  which  Atherlen  pre btoei  the  real  nAg' 
rEMlntioD,  hnro  n  puculinr  colonng  which  mUo.'s  it  teem  iiiiprobuUe  lo 
me  that  Calliaun — oa  was  itiiniii>)«l  nttbo  tiiiii;  —  w:l'  Uw  rviil  ongmntoi 
of  tbo  rtvoliitioHR.  'Thty  imi>T<^M  mn  ■«  a  connc  mixliira  of  Culhoan** 
nutkaliim.  and  cf  thtt  iiitn'cMte  flfnow  of  Clay,  which  covcriMl  up  ermj 
4]«GtiitG,  pltiin  Umn  with  the  "6s-1l>iivm"  of  ciicumlocutioo,  ood  modifj- 
inif  daiiacs.  A  coustituUoiial  (Titicitiu  could  not  Ifuvo  even  atiinifle  mh- 
lence  ufl((iHilioBiKl.  Hut  it  iIl>i»  inA  eli'iu  to  mu  propif  to  devote  to  Uieia 
Un  space  neonxaiT  to  lefute  thciu,  although  Uie^  in  part  tpi  beyond  all 
their  pivdeoewCFn.  Ti^  general  character  of  this  ^ophitib-j  i^ipean  from 
the  criticitfni  OD  Cidliwio'i  ipeecLn  and  reeolutioii*,  oiid  thin,  from  an  his- 
torioal  itaiidpoint,  shoDld  suffice.  The  nsolatious  ara  lu  Uie  Deb.  of 
Ocoitfr,,  XIll,  pp.  TW,  :u(J. 

'  In  the  lenolubuns  of  Uie  aeaate  of  lh6 12tb  of  Jiuinatr.  1£33, "  in  which 
riamjr  ead»  "  it  aided,  tuid  the  attempt  is  coUisl  only  a  "  violatioa  of 
SOodfaiUi." 

*  II  b  to  be  remsiked  that  it  doea  nob  soy  from  ilavc  (tata  to  dm*  ttall. 
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did  the  grumbling  cuntinae,  bat  lie  had  to  Uston  to  Uie  tnort 
violent  repn«ic'lif3.  Wiao,  of  Vi^inia,  refoaod  to  vote  on 
the  last  resolution,  bcpauso  tlic  words  "witliUio  tIcvw  afore- 
8ftiS"Imd  "sold  tlic  Bonlh."'  The  Blavociacy  could  not  he 
compared  to  Ccrlicnis:  the  more  was  east  to  It,  Ui9  wider 
did  it  open  its  inwitiahlo  thront 

Atherton,  however,  received  undivided  »nd  lively  recv^tU- 
tlon  from  his  pnrtf  fL«socintee.  Hisrc^iluliona  wereclaimodt^ 
in  the  north  uRjieciidlv,  its  a  great  victory,  and  &  still  grcatc 
merit  nf  tlio  democratic  party.  That  the  nortliom  democrats 
were  the  more  Jevotw!  friends  and  eervantfl  of  ihc  elavocnicy. 
WM  certainly  iiicwitijetablo.  But  the  charges  mode  ngninsl 
the  whigt^  on  thiEi  occasion,  wrre  juBtifled  only  to  a  rerj  smi 
extent.  Wisp,  nlinnt  this  timp,  had  a  very  cintie  oonnectKm ' 
with  the  wlii^s,  and  yot  it  could  not  ho  ekiincd  that  he  yielded 
to  any  demuci-at  in  his  real  for  the  "rights"  of  ilie  eonth. 
Beside^,  tlic  dpmocnutic  gpeaker  of  tlie  twenty-ilfth  congress 
(Jniucs  K.  I'olk)  was  chosen  by  a  majority  of  only  thirteen, 
and  the  Atherton  gag  wag  voted  by  u  majority  of  ninety- 
four  and  fortr-eight  respectively.*  Tlie  victory  wa*  not 
great,  and  Ihc  tnerit  was  »till  more  doohtfol.  One  did  nc 
need  to  be  jivciilinrty  sliarp-slghtcd  to  see  the  flames  of  the 
slavery  question  continue  burning  "  In  the  halls  of  congitaa." 


■Deb.  oi  Qonsi;  Xin.  p.  70?.    Tlia  danae  ii  bo  placed  that  it  faas.  i 
Qordiag  totlieiulcsollejral  oonstneUon which  obtain  in  the  United! 
ieFci«noc  not  to  tlii;  obolitioa  of  ilavaiy  ia  the  Diitriot  oi  Ootumliu  i 
in  tlie  ti;n-itonoi.  niul  of  tb?  tnuufer  cf  alavci  horn  trtato  to  etatp.  bat  eolj 
to  lb*  duKTuuinatioa  bobween  the  inrtftubDni  «f  tho  dUTeKnt  puts  of  tbit 

*Th«Totoi  wcicdifidcdon  the  ballothiB  oo  tho  last  molntioii.    Cw' 
bobdrod  and  totjr-uc  againat  ftftytwo  dodaiwd  for  tbo  tvostiiotioniil  dot, 
trinM.  and  one  huodrod  and  twcnty-tix  asaiast  eevoitr-  oiglit  for  tfac  * 
to  ba  obeervi>d  bj  tlie  bouao  ia  rolatioa  to  all  propoutioii»  and  popen 
gaidios  idaroiy.    Ilia  luuatier  ■Bvaatar-three,  in  Deb.  of  Coaitr.,  XIII, 
p.  TOT,  it  a  miapciat 
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JO  cxtiDgiiisLer,  therefore,  conid  not  Imro  been  entirely 
Pair-tight'    It  wiw  Bomctliing  »crioii3.  tlmtlliefipporlimitj  to 
rejuice  ever  its  comjilcte  stifling  was  so  frcquciitiv  jtiTordLtl 
to  the  doniocmt.1  niid  lo  the  BoutU.' 

On  the  2Sth  of  Jnmmry.  1840,  the  honsc  of  re/trescnta- 
tivca  of  ihf  twenty-sixth  mingrcss  decreed  its  own  gagging, 
Tt  not  only  follnvvil  the  example  of  its  pmlctcsFor,  but  out- 
did it,  Tlio  rpsohitioii  -was  aclopiwj  anion;?  Ihe  Btanding 
rule?  of  tlieliniiw(twcnty-firat  rule),  imdrecdjfiiized  Calhoun's 
view  MS  thecorrectonc:  theaboIitionistpetirionswercheDce- 
ftirth  not  tn  1)0  received  at  «II.^  The  mover,  William  Cost 
Johnson,  of  Mnryland,  iira»Au*hig.  "Wns  this  romplotcr  vic- 
tory of  tho  Boiilh  owing  to  the  fact  that  tliis  party  bethought 
itKlf,  and  desired  Leitceforth  tu  walk  in  licM«r  wajrsl*    No. 


'"B7  one  ot  tli«  matt  tkillful.  i>rf>mpt  &nd  i!ner(p>IJG  parliauienUry 
■nmncnti  Uuit  wc  have  orta  wibuMsod,  tho  ikmoutttic  ixirty  iu  tliu  kaiim- 
tUshted  bi  the  Ind  ereiy  hope  that  miglit  bave  b'tcii  dutrijilicil  nt  wi.'nk- 
moag  Um  dailf  gryw'mg  Htienirib  of  the  adminiatmtiati  iit  the  BauUi,  b>- 
Hh  agitation  of  this  [the  Blaverj]  qoeatioo.  Ry  IhA  fnmoiii '  Athnton 
teaolatvnw,'  not  only  tnu  this  Iong-v«ci><l  quMlion.  (u  n  politiskl  one, 
planO  at  laot.  fiillr  luid  distinct!}',  on  its  tran  ifrouRil  of  the  Btntc-rislite 
prawipie,  n  as  t)  be  able  to  comlriDe  th«  free  sappntt  of  all  the  democmcjr 
of  the  BOrtfa,  of  wliich  imuiybul  before  had  but  ivn  imperfecl  oiiilentandinx 
of  it.  but,  iiiO(«ir>-r.  a  nuddi:)]  a.aA  total  exliii),-iii.->hcr  ym^  piil  uiion  ll)C 
lerrponibibtjrof  nukiDff  itnmtwMof  partjagitalioa  vithia  tho  bilbof 
taagroB.  T\^  uiorumcnt  wet  the  matter  at  mt  Tkn  whi^a  tlieniselvn 
mneed  tbeii'  ooDusuuiinusi  of  it,  l>y  Ui>h  doipcmts  aDbrt4  which  the;  made 
to  ctade  or  0Muit4xiwt  iti  when  it  vtu  too  late."  Tha  "  Dcmooatic  lie- 
new,"  Apnl.  1S39. 

'BcntODwiptof  tboPattirareKliationi:  "Thuawuatiflod,  and  in  future 
ptevmted  iii  tli<;  liouao,  (he  inHainniulory  debatos  on  the«;  disturbing  pL>li- 
him."    ITiirty  Yean'  Vte»,  I,  p.  IM. 

*"}io  poutioii,  lUMuoiiBlt  resolutioB,  or  other  popcx,  praying- tho  nboli* 
Ikn  of  ilavefy  in  Uio  Pistiict  of  Oolaiiitna,  or  uny  sbUu  or  U'mlDi]r.  or 
Ibe  ilare  tnidu  tK:twt.-cu  the  atatei  and  the  tcmtofio  of  tlw  Uiiitol  Slates 
Ifi  miticb  it  iiow  Ktuts,  BhaU  tw  nccivod  by  Uii*  liouiw,  or  «nt«rLuued  iu 
OBJ  way  wliatcTcr." 

'  Ob  tho  25th  of  Ja»wuj.  Bynum,  of  North  Carolina,  bad  deliTviod  • 


9$$  Jackson's  Auut.vifrrRXTios  —  Asr!ii:x.vnosorTXXi<r 

Oh  the  wliolc,  it  611c<l  tlie  eonth  with  sntisfactioii,  that  In 
Docemlier,  1S38,  n  man  from  the  north  closed  Uic  damper 
which  was  to  keep  the  draft  from  tlic  fiirniice;  that  it  was 
now  (luiic  hy  a  southern  whijj^  was  ground  for  exasperation. 
'Hie  coinpkte  %'icUirj'  of  the  2Sth  of  January  looked  tctv 
much  like  an  oinim^us  defeat  }iy  the  adoption  of  Patton*s 
resolution,  the  (lelxite  was  from  the  Dutp<et  cut  off  hy  Hie 
prenons  (jiie^tion.  Ttie  ptiiuage  of  AtliertonV  rosolntion  bad 
cost  t\i'o  days'  time,  and  now  a  whole  month  intcrrcoofl  be- 
tween the  first  motion  of  a  gag-reeolntion  and  in  adoption.*  M 
And  dnnn;;  the  whole  time  the  fire  of  debate  bnmed  in  ft 
manner  which  must  have  awakened  very  pccnliar  reflcctioni 
on  iliecffiniencyof  the  exiin<fiiisherof  the  WBth.  Tn  a  speech 
which  lasted  two  daya,  Skdo  was  able  to  read  a  leoturo  to 
the  sontb,  with  an  cmphasia  compared  witli  which  the  bitter 
trutlw  that,  a  little  less  than  two  years  (►oforo,  had  led  to  the 
"  aeeession '*  of  the  southern  representatives,  were  very  mUd.' 


I 


( 


c<  wiuch  Adanu  emd:  "Ibe  pomt  of  \n»  wholo  spwdi  wiu  b> 
pfDvc  that  the  whig  puiy,  aOttb  and  aouUi,  va*  idt-nti&.'d  with  iJir  abolt- 
tioniitit."  Hem.  of  J.  Q.  Adanu,  X.  p.  iOi.  tliurisan  Giaj  CUm  wrilei 
on  the  nth  ot  Junuuy.  1KJ9:  "  It  u  elev  that  th^  eVtiU  of  the  admin- 
iolnUioti  uiu  dinctud  lo  the  inlcnti^ng'  wbigicm  aail  obolitioaiun,  and  th* 
whig  f*iif  hw  DOl  Miue  i>noiigh  to  kMp  fm  ima  thu  oaiU  of  the  bUck 
make."  CW'a  Piiv.  CorMop.,  p. '138.  Bub  Clay  hinwlf  wntee,  oa  tfae 
3d  of  Nevember.  1938:  "  In  Ohio,  the  abolitmiiitt  an  nltogod  to  ban 
gone  AtP^nat  w,  aluuMl  to  a  niaa-  .  .  .  Mj  own  positMO  tooduaf 
•larifj,  al  Iha  ptaeat  timo,  ia  angular  cuougk.  Tho  aboltiMMiists  amda- 
nooncing  m«  m  a  ■lavebolder,  and  ^arvholdim  *»  an  abolitioniit,  whSa 
Ifaej  bo4b  unite  oo  Ur.  Vaa  Burai.    IbM.,  pp.  •(».  431. 

>  Oa  tho  9Mi  of  December,  1839,  Wiae  eadeatoiod  in  nJa  to  oUata  a 
ntftimva  of  Ui«  nil<«  to  intnoduee  a  motton  of  thia  IdniL  Uo  repeatad 
the  oUempt  Boct  daj.  and  at  the  tame  timo  annooiioed  "  he  vouU  Ukkt 
tboaaawBOlioaeTetydflfthzougfaoutthoMMaiOD."  Hem.  of  J.  <^  AAhm^ 

Z,p.l». 

1  Adoou  writes  in  hie  djarj:  Slada  "  deltfered  himwif  of  the  bvdai 
that  kaa  been  four  ycon  ntclGiv  in  ka  Uwibl"    Ucm.  of  J.  (^  , 
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le  was  Follo^ved  by  Adams  with  a  8i)oech  wlilcli  laated  tcr- 

tral  hours,  and  whicli  Holmes,  <»f  South  Cnrolimi,  character- 

llsed  afi  "very  ablo,   very  powni-fiil,  and  very  darigerooa." 

hio  motiou  followed  qnickly  nfter  another,  and  among  tbcm 

lb«ro  wuru  some  by  ruprc^ntativcs  of  tbc  eouth  n-bich  die- 

iaimcd  all  attempts  at  gagging,  and  which  doi)i»nded  tlie 

icftircnoc  of  the  petitions  to  a  committee.    Pnitoo'e  and 

Atherton's  rc^otiitione  badroooivcda  majority  of  forty-oight 

votes;  Jolimon's  was  barely  passed  by  a  majority  of  ?ix  votej. 

Of  tho  representative*  of  the  north,  sixty-two  hail  voted  for 

Pinckiicj"'8  gag,  fifty-two  for  P:itton's,  forty-iiiiiii  for  Athftr- 

ton's,  and  twenty-eight  for  Johnson's.    Truly  Cftllioun  had, 

indeed,  reason  to  congratnlate  hinieclf  and  the  country  on 

"tlic  progress  of  tnitli  on  tlto  subject  of  aboJition."'     Bnt 

far  more  eigniticant  than  all  these  signs  of  tbc  lime  wua  it 

that  not  only  the  defensive  became  more  powerful,  but  also 

li&l  a  new  principle  was  carried  into  the  offensive. 

Ililhcrto  the  progmmme  proposed  to  themselves  by  the 
abolitionists  in  1833,  when  eataUiihing  the  American  Anti- 
[Slarory  Etocicty,  had  not  been  carried  out,  so  far  a*  it  contem- 
ited  political  action.    The  latter  had  been  confined  thus 
'fcrtotiie  "qnestioning"  of  tho  candidates  wliich,  for  tlie 
mostpartjhad  shown  itself  completely  worthlo&s.     Kithertw 
aofwor*  whatever  were  given,  or  when  answers  were  given, 
^^ihey  were,  as  a  rule,  nnsatisfactory;  or  else  the  candidatej, 
ftor  tho  election,  foi^t  promises  they  had  made  before 
it,    In  the  menntimo,   the   revolution  in   opinion    bcfoio 

I  mentioned  was  completed  in  the  case  of  the  greiitcr  part  of 
the  abolitionists;  all  political  action  was  rejc<-,tcd  aod'con- 
dcnined.  With  the  minority,  however,  the  idea  to  which 
Garrison  was  the  first  to  give  expression  as  far  lack  as  1834-, 
Ifl  organiM  a  political  party  of  their  own,  had  shot  dooiwr 
rwti.     It  found  favor  more  and  more^  especially  among  the 


IQ 


I  Tthnuj  13,  ISM.    Wwks,  lU,  p.  i20. 
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aboHtionifita  of  New  York.  W.  Gc»odclI,  6.  SmitU,  Alv«a 
Stewart  and  it^vron  Uollej-  «-ere  iu  moet  distinguished 
represeiitatires.  The  state  convention  of  tlie  abolitiuiiiAU 
of  New  York,  which  met  aC  Arcade  in  Jaoiiary,  1840,  called  a 
natiuniil  coiiveiitiun  to  iiioet  til  Albiiiiy,  tu  consult  and  detar- 
mine  whether  a  political  pai-tj  of  llieirovrn  ahoald  been- 
tnblidlivd.'  Thocxccutivo  coiuintttou  of  the  American  Aati- 
Slarery  aocietj  astsnmcd  towards  the  summons  an  ul-titndeof 
coolt  retirlug  paaslvoueas,  and  the  Ha^isuchiuetls  Antl-SlaTerv 
■society  issued  an  nddres)*  in  which  it  strongly  advised  against 
the  acceptance  of  tho  invitntion.'  Besides  the  one  hundn-d  and 
foiirdcli'^tes  from  New  York  there  appeared  only  scveuteen 
others;  and  aJlogether  six  states  were  repreeenbed.  Spltoof 
this,  a  new  political  party  was  founded,  and  the  name  Liberty 
Party  adopted.  It  wa^  certain  enough  that  this  handfui  of 
men  wonld  move  neither  elavery  nor  the  Union;  butwhetbor 
the  principio  which  they  asaertod  would  not  dosoeomeday, 

'  According  to  U.  Smith,  th«  founding  of  such  a  pftdf  wu  alnadf  de&- 
tiitelv  molvcdupon  at  Arcade:  "  Jonnai;  2d,  IdtO,  it  ma  wleinnljrn* 
»oIrod,  «fl«rn  two  day«'  dtucuwion  of  the  nito«et  in  a  lugo  coDTCetioB 
Md  in  AicuJe,  Wyuminir  oonn^  (tbm  OcneBM  oouuty),  slate  of  New 
Torlc  to  orgoniEe  a  new  politiCBl  party."  Speech  ol  Qcrrit  Smith,  Octo- 
ber 21,  134?  (in  BuSiilo,  in  tbo  UUiiKml  oonrention  of  tbo  Lilierty  party), 
p.  3.  It  is  not,  howDver,  easy  to  ivcondla  thii  vitli  the  inriutton  to  the 
oiUional  onventioa  quoted  rcrbaUm  in  OoodcU,  Startiy  ukI  Anti-SUr- 
ei7.  p.  471. 

*l  bare  not  seen  tfa«  uldreas;  it  if,  however,  pcnrnMUetoiiUtr  Jtvtoin 
and  the  chanctor  of  iti  nwonine  from  the  following  tentcDoea  trcrm  lbs 
10th  (I&42)  yeAdy  report  of  that  aaml  Mcicty:  "Bat,  whotevf r  bay  b« 
the  notins  which  actnotatbow  who  arc  in  favor  of  adiitioct  pobtical  aiiti- 
davar  orguixabOB,  wfaetber  patriotic  nrsHfiab,  it  is  itOl  Iho  Sm  0m- 
viction  ot  the  board,  that  racb  aa  organization  ii  annMeMary,  and  in  ib 
tndcniy  d«trimeatal  to  tha  tughut  welfan  of  the  anti-iUT«ry  came. 
.  .  .  Took  thnlangDiigcof  tbc  Ani«rican  Asti-SIavcryMdetySalSSI, 
' ««  d^KKato  the  cruaniEaiion  of  any  abohtion  political  party,'  becaa> 
it  cbaoKM  the  moral  Mp<«t  of  our  «au»e,  and  ia  th«  tubrtltiitioa  of  a  In- 
uaa  dc*icc  (or  a  moral  ioitntncntidity  to  ntbpate  tbe  Qitem  ■ 
Ipititof  alaTCry  fHNB  the  land."    p,  13. 
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Rnotlier  question.  Tlio  nMitioiiifil  radicals  wanted,  liJte 
B,  to  strike  water  from  the  rock;  iJiuirftcornciI  lirothcru 
went  to  work  witli  liaimncr  and  drill  toaccompliah  tliesame 
task.  Tlicre  was  no  longer  aiiy  need  of  a  miracle.  Patience, 
energy  and  fidelity  to  principle,  in  cunjunction  witii  tJio  in- 
exorable logic  of  factft,  would  eurclj  do  tlie  ^vork  sooner  or 
later. 

These  were  the  answor*  wliicli  came  fi-oni  all  eides  to  the 
decUrations  and  resolutions  o!  the  majority  of  congress,  that 
the  slavery  question  flionid  be  liiiried  in  tiiouglitleas  and  un- 
feeling silence,  because,  both  le»;ally  nod  equitably,  slavery 
was  a  domestic  iDstitutiou  of  the  £ta'.cs  uid  subject  to  their 
exclusive  control.    Every  day  the  conviction  bccuinc  more 
general,  thft^  according  to  both  law  and  equity,  the  demuod 
should  he  rojvcKxl;  eveiy  day  alfordcd  new  and  more  con- 
Tlncing  proofs  that  it«  CulGltment  was  entirely  impossible; 
each  day  the  slavooraoy  gave  the  lie  more  boldly  and.  more 
oompletely  to  its  own  doctrines.    "  I^et  us  alone  "  it  cried 
inoro  and  luoro  \*ioIcntty  and  more  nnd  more  tlirenteningly; 
mora  and  more  violently  and  iriim<.>derately  did  it  ciill  on  the 
natiooal  powers  and  on  the  nationiU  strength  to  protect  and 
to  promote  slavery.    From  the  coustitutional  .e^mility  of 
rigiits  of  elftveiy  and  fi-ccdom,  it  proved  that  not  only  its  in- 
^■tcre)<te,  bnt  its  feeling,  should  be  the  compass  according  to 
^wbich  the  national  politics  should  be  etcon^l:  nnd  from  the 
^UBme  cou»titntionnl  equality  of  rights  it  proved  that  the 
Hkortli  should  have  no  feeling,  to  say  nothing  of  iutt^resta,  in 
Btoppositiwn  to  slavery.    Tlie  more  it  reduced  the  right*  of 
Ihe  nation  in  relation  to  slavery  to  zero,  the  more  did  it  raise 
I^Uts  dtities  to  slavery  np  to  the  point  where  every  wish  of  the 
^nouth  was  of  itself  a  proof  of  the  existence  of  the  corre- 
^spomling  national  duty.    But  tlie  north  was,  by  its  former 
ODnceMions,  entangled  in  a  net  which  it  only  drew  more 
firmly  ahout  it,  by  every  attempt  to  tear  it. 
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Many  clftimii  woro  raisptl  and  many  con c«»si Ions  iniide, 
without  tliero  bting  oii  eitlier  side  any  iJtm  of  tlioir  l>eariiig, 
or  the  possibility  of  forming  any  such  idea.  Ic  not  nnfre- 
qiiently  hnpjioncd  that  ttio  dieastroiis  conaeqiionoeB  appenred 
ill  such  au  amalgamation  with  qtiedMoiii)  which  hail  no  con- 
nection whatorer  witli  slavery,  that  tho  national  hnnor  ind 
national  interest  were  irrovcKnaWy  engagwl  bcfuro  there  wait 
the  least  snspicion  that  tho  demon  of  Bbivcry  had  a  hand  in 
tlie  game. 

"R7vata  cruelty  and  vwigcanoe"  were  for  a  long  timo 
nnivpreally  considered  the  causes  of  the  most  protracU^d, 
costly  and  bloody  Indian  war  which  the  United  States  had 
to  carry  on.*  In  reality,  its  germs  lay  in  the  treaty  with 
the  CroeUfi,  of  the  7lh  of  August,  1790,  before  mentioned. 
The  real  Creeks  met  llieiroWigd lions  after  o  few  years;'  but 
the  Scminoles  of  Florida  did  not  nnrrender  the  slaves  who 
had  flod  to  tlicni.  For  this  roiwon,  the  United  Status  nnd^)^ 
took,  in  a  new  treaty  with  the  Crcclis,  at  Indian  Spring,  of 
January  3,  1821,  tho  liquidation  of  Georgia's  claims  for 
damages  for  "  properly  '*  which  had  been  robbed  or  destrnyed 
by  the  Creeks  boforo  tlio  SOrii  of  Mareli,  1S02,  provided  tho 
aggregate  amount  did  not  exceed  $250,000.' 


'NilM.U.p.  US 

•GiddiiMr*.  Spe«he».  p.  18T. 

»Sfcit.  at  L.,  Vll,  pp.  21i,  210.  Oiadingi  {Sf.,  p.  4)  nyt:  "  In  IS 
by  bvuty  nl  Indinn  Spring,  tlicy  (Uwj  Credo)  ■urrcmJcn^l  to  llio  TTnikil 
StatM  u.  liir^  tnct  of  luid.  for  wliicbvQ  itiiKiInletl  fai]iiijrUicTB  four  bim- 
drcsl  iin<)  &ti3  Utoittauti  doUam.  Of  thb  sum,  two  fanti'lml  and  fifty  tlioii- 
nnd  doQan  vai  ictainMl «  a  tmrt  fnnd,  bam  whicb  tbe  pteiident  was  to 
pujr  tbfl  BluTobolden  i>f  Georgia  for  tbcir  Uavcs,''  etc  In  0x9  finrt  plao*. 
Qcorgta  hy  no  meaoa  demanded  oompniisation  only  toe  toipt'm  alaiea;  and 
in  the  MTOni]  ptnot^.  thn  Unitml  Statm  did  not  picmiae  th<>  Obcbi  94&0,0Dn 
fnr  tlin  land,  d  which  ■am  $230,000  verc  to  bo  rracrrcd  tor  the  jiaijKae 
naauiL  Hw  treaty  Exn  thit  payniart  at  t3O0tO0O,  nnd  thm  ptOfiilM 
fbitbcr,  M  ii  atatod  ia  tbo  test.  IE  Qeorgia's  claims  for  dontagta,  fixmJ 
t0  be  mil  groooded,  did  not  imch  tL«  tnm  ot  $250,000.  tlio  Cndn,  ■» 
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SlaTes,  horses,  hogs,  luid  wliatever  else  had  been  lost,  wore 
Kmatcd  at  about  twice  their  real  value.*  Spite  of  this,  how- 
ur,  tiic  S--''',Oi>0  wcro  not  by  auj  aic&tu  exhausted.  The 
opportunity  this  offoi'ded  for  a  "job"  was,  of  canr«o. 
Dot  nllotrcf]  to  remain  unii^.  Iiitcrei^twRBcUimcK].  Wirt, 
Jic  atturney  ^iiend,  sikowed,  in  two  oflicial  opinioiiB,  that  uot 
Phly  according  to  uU  pi-cvious  trt-atic«  wbicU  came  into  eon- 
bidcratioN  here,  the  claiui  was  entirely  baeoiea^,  but  timt  also 
^tlie  treaty  of  Indian  Sprjnjj  expi«»»*Iy  excluded  the  allowing 
of  interest.'  Only  ]ierseverel  —  gucli,  in  all  cases  like  tJii«, 
is  die  motto  of  the  "log-roUere"  and  "lobbyists."  Twelve 
jetM  hktcr,  aix  jkt  cent,  interest  woe  ulluwed  by  cougrcsft." 

The  Creeks,  too,  tutd  cbuined  the  money.    Tlioy  had  as 
ittle  right  to  it  as  tlie  slaveholders  of  Georgia.    But  if  the 
'goreruLQcnt  tlioiight  of  paying  it  out  at  all,  equity  unqaes- 

cnntinff  to  the  trcatjr,  did  not  have  tlie  eli^'bt^ft  clivitn  to  the  rmt  of  tba 
SUB,  botofoouoe,  Qeciri:ialiadjuetaBlittl«claiiatoit. 

The  nuuojr  sitailar  Lnaei;aiucie«  of  Giddiriga,  both  in  bia  (peechi-B  ojid  in 
luibook.  "TW  Exiles  of  Fbdaa,  Col.,  IS^"  I  tluill  uot  lav  ;uiy  alt«u- 
tion  lo.  1  have  ojHj  desire-;)  by  Uiiii  example  to  abow  how  cautioiislj'  be 
suit  bn  tucd,  b^cauae  of  the  teaieacy  arid  coloring  of  UIs  rcprcMatatioiu. 
WiltOD,  vbo  bad  notliiciff  whatever  of  iba  critical  faculty,  simply  copies 
wliot  ho  Sndi  in  Gidflingn. 

*  Op.  of  Ui*  Att  Ucji.,  1.  p.  SM. 

•Op.  ollie  AttGnn.,  1.  pp.  r,.>0-.Wi.luno  II  and  July  20. 1822. 

•Law  of  Juuo  :».  l>m.  Stit.  ut  U.  IV.  p.  721.  GiddioeB  (Sp.,  p.  5) 
Mtn:  "But  Um  lUvehoIdcn  ako  claimed  it  (themt  of  tlie  <:^,00i}j. 
Ili^  wut  tboir  petitions  to  tliia  body  adkiui;  toi  iL  Tlicw  petitions  wci>} 
refetml  to  a  Kkd  cDminitbii;,  at  ibc  b«u]  of  wham  was  Mr.  Oiliuer.  a 
iKftingnulwd  member  from  OrorgiA,  'Ilifttcouimilt^.afUrrtlio  mvnt  mn- 
Jnte  delibemtian,  reported  lo  1^  budy  tlm.1  Uiu  manry  'justly  bdon^l 

I  the  owuers  of  thow  fugitJra  *!iivm,  u  u  compenfalion  for  tbo  oftpunfl; 
ftldch  tbry  would  have  bome  to  Lhiur  mostt-n,  bad  Ibey  rcnused  in  wrri- 
Aod  it  vas  (old  to  them  by  net  of  coniftcitt."  A«  in  the  Stat,  at 
I  find  only  the  law  dted.  I  think  1  may  aMuine  that  Giddini^  hu 

ienaco  to  this.  Giliner's  report  I  ovprloolced  in  the  study  of  the  ao-calleil 
rengrmional  docamcnts,  and  now  I  bavo  uot  acoess  to  the  Kpcita  of  the 
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tionably  deinimded  tiiat  it  ehmild  be  given  to  them,  since,  in 
Uie  fitipiilalions  of  the  trusty  of  Intliaii  Spring,  the  ralue  oti 
Uie  C4.'d<->d    land  was  estimated   ut  $450,000.*     Aa  congTegir 
flecideil  against  tbem,  they  tlioiiglit  that  they  might  claim 
the  sliives  of  the  Seminolcs  as  compensation.     The  Scrainolw 
rejM*ned  itiu  claim  with  all   the  more  (li-*cision,  because  the 
slaves  Imd  grown  by  interninrriage  to  be  n  pari  of  the  tribe,  ■ 
and    liail   obtained   great  influence.     If  the  Indian  policy 
liitherlo  folU>wed  luid  been  pursued  in  relation  to  the  Semi- 
noleit,  they  would  liavc  been  (j^niGtly  left  in  Florida  until  the 
density  of  the  wliito  population  made  their  removal  neces- 
Hiry,  and  the  law  of  June  30,  1834,  would,  presumably,  hava  ■ 
had  no  furtliet-  practical  coiieequenoee.    But  to  the  &lav«.  % 
holderg  of  Georgia  and  Florida,  tbcy  were  a  thorn  in  tbo 
flesh,  for  the  reason  that  fugitive  slaves  ooald  oXvuyi  comit 
on  being  readily  recdved  by  tliem.'     Hence,  the  adminie- 

'  OongosM  itself  tea>,^iied  tbia  labn,  inasmiicli  as  il.  bj  th«  law  of  tbo 
lltii  of  Aueust.  1848,  irnnteilaiiotberpayiuculof  9141,0^.91  to  lbs  Crodo. 
The  United  Statet.  thetefotc.  paid  (or  tbo  laud  toartyti  by  tiw  CmJa  not  i 
f450,0?9,  but  f>dl.0»5.dl.  la  tb^  amgvDtatoi  rKuamtor  tluimihu-[ 
qucnt  ifnuit  wetcad:  "Andioiwniiich  nsitiua  mutteroC  doobi  vhi^bcr 
ths  nliliipktJiMi  el  the  Unitod  Statu  under  said  oitids  etteaded  furtlior  tlian 
topaj  tliu  stnte  oF  Georeia  trliAtevor  ludanca  niigfai  be  taand  doc  to  hut 
dtiteiu  (lom  tbti  Crcelc  nation."  It  wjj  not  precuely  a  Inppr  tboujrbt  to 
wuili  to  cover  ap  wiUi  K  bold  aa  outnith  the  fact  that  tbo  fonniH'  eoagtm 
had  prostituted  it«!lf.    Stat,  at  I^,.  IS.  p.  301. 

*  In  lut  fwidnw  of  prominont  citiMns  of  Florida  to  Ibo  ptcndftiitvrv  totA 
"  White  this  iadomitoblo  pcoplv  continue  when;  thej  now  arc,  the  omen 
of  alava  ia  our  temtoiy,  and  cron  in  the  (tate*  contignoos,  contiot,  far  k 
aoment,  inanjrttiinK'UkaBocuntj,  eiijorthts  kind  of  prapertf."  Gtddinp, 
&p.,  p.  8.  In  a  Rimilar  1«U»t  to  thu  Mcnetarr  of  war.  dated  Ibe  l.Sth  M 
Uarch,  1847.  it  u  Mid:  "  Maof  aUrea  wore  ioducod  or  eoooiuaocd  If 
(be  Indiuu,  Man  ths  comnt^nnmifnt  of  ho>tilit*M,  to  aWxnd  boa 
theii  oilmen  and  talo;  •helter  in  th4  Indian  counlix.  vhete  ihvf  now  am.' 

«(  Cnrnp  UMltn^  S.tpl.  1^.  1^23,  oMiffatM  tbo  Scminoiea  •■  to  omi  aaf 
oeoesm;  osEitions  to  apprehend  and  dcl)T>.-r  the  aomc  rabKondiag  lls«n 
at  (ugiliTfli  from  Jmtics]  to  tlte  ayvnt."    StiL  at  L.,  V'll,  p.  225. 
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tration  had  l>ecn  long  tirgcii  to  i-emove  them  from  the  topri- 
tory.  Tljat  in  matters  of  lliis  kiod  Jackson's  good  will  could 
b9  ootiiitod  on,  Georgia  bad  alrcndv  had  sufficient  experi. 
enee.    Nor  did  be  now  refuse  his  kind  ser^'ioes. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1S33,  a  trctttj-  was  clow>d '  at  Pnj-ne'B 
TwAnding,  wItJi  fifteen  ehicFi  of  tlic  Seminolcs,  according  to 
the  leriHB  of  which  iJiey  were  to  send  a  commiMioa  to  ex- 
amine the  land  west  of  Iho  Mississippi  which  liad  beon 
allotted  to  the  Seniinolcji.  If  the  commission  liked  the  laud, 
and  if  ihcy  fonnd  the  Creeks  readj  to  reunite  with  tho  Seai- 
Ifii,  the  Utter  wore  to  begin  their  emigration  thither  aa 
in  the  year  1S33  m  ixts^iblc,  and  to  have  completely 
vacated  Florida  before  the  end  of  the  year  1835.  Tho  com- 
mission  cxprcseol  themselves  satisfied  with  wliat  they  had 
fbiind,  and  the  m<ml>er»  of  it  signed,  on  the  2Sth  uf  March, 
1638,  a  fiuppleuioatary  treaty  at  Fort  Qibwn,  in  which  they 
promised  to  begin  their  emigmtion  "as  soon  as  the  govern- 
meat  will  make  arraiigctnciitd  for  their  emigration  satisCao- 
tory  to  the  Seminole  nation.'" 

The  slaves,  fur  fuar  of  tJio  Crccke,  exerted  all  their  itifliience 
U>  frii^tnite  tlie  carrying  out  of  these  treaties.  As  early  as 
Lho  20th  and  20th  of  January,  1834,  Govcriwr  Dovnl  gave 
offieial  expression  to  hia  ooariclion  th»t  tho  removal  of  tho 
Indians  wouhl  not  bo  poseiblo  until  tho  slnvtu  hud  been 

■  Sui.  at  L.,  VII.  pp.  3r<3^7l).  It  lias  often  iMt-ti  ik'w>rl<Hl  nf  lliix  uttny, 
M  of  M  RiAn;  other  trv&li>»  with  tbti  Indians,  ttutt  it  yraa  obtmned  in  aa 
anderfaARilcd  ni»nni!r  Uin>UK!>  the  iijrencIeM  of  bribery  and  wbiaky.  In  a 
liU«r«f  tliAl^of  Juiip,  lyi^,  froin  (i-.in-]-*a  Forry.  Eiut  Florida,  we  rood: 
**  U  hM  doubtlen  been  auKtP^ntod  to  jrour  mind,  on  penisiiis  Qaieml  Ma- 
QOBib's  'onier'  o(  tlie  H^lh  of  May.  anuouncing  Ihu  t«naiQ3.tion  of  bo»* 
tititio*,  tfaatiusamuiKomctil  is  atocit  but  five  iLrovral  of  div  fniUidultmo* 
at  Uw  Payne's  LADdinj  Tn?utf ,  which  prodjicKl  Uiii  atmciona  and  expen- 
Rvc  war."  Niki.  LV|.  p.  'J»'i.  AOaou  wnta  on  Uio  ^th  of  Marab, 
ISSS.  ID  bis  disiT:  "  But  it  is  in  rain  Id  ploiul  for  jiutioa  in  aor  Ciiso  ona* 
eeniafi  IndiAiu."    Mnn.  olJ.  Q.  Adamt,  IT,  p.  hlS. 

*SbU.  lU  L.,  VII,  pp.  i-m,  424. 
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msatored.  But  wbat  was  di^8gi-ocab1e  in  the  trcaUes  to  tlie 
&i>minciles  dot«rmined  Jnolceou  to  insist  on  them  to  tho  at- 
most,  and  wUtiout  nay  regartl  for  oonsaquenoM.  His  order 
wu,  tliat  in  caee  the  complaints  of  the  slavehoMem  pntttKl 
to  be  well  fonndod,  the  Seininoles  shontd  ho  ioFonned  that 
they  shonid  keep  tliemselvo«  [»  ruadlne^  to  emigrate  witb- 
out  dclar.  Tho  Seminoles  did  not  obey,  and  tlie  preaJdent 
prepared  to  ooeroe  the  "  hreakere  ot  the  treaty.'* 

Tlie  admiiiiiitratioii  and  its  party  in  oongress  eadea\*ored 
Inter  to  jnptify  their  policy  by  thia  bronch  of  tbo  treaty.  Bot 
if  w«  examine  the  matter  Boinevrhnt  more  clotwly,  it  becomes 
apparent  that  the  charge  had  a  very  iniil  foundation.  Artjole 
7  of  the  Payne's  Landing  treaty  provided:  "The  Sotninole 
Indians  will  I'Ctnovo  within  thivc  yeai%  nftor  the  ratification 
of  Uiis  agroenif-nt"  It  may  be  possible  to  nilae  «  qntwtioil 
as  to  vrhat  is  meitut  by  tlie  mtiScatioii  of  an  s^reemoac  made 
with  Indiaiiti;  yet  it  was  plain  tliat  that  proviMon  meant 
that  the  three  years  were  to  be  rockonod  from  the  dny  on 
which  tbo  agi'ccmcnt  was  perfected.  But,  ncconling  Co  tlie 
constitution,  no  treaty  i»  perfected  until  it  bos  rccdvcd  tlw 
aeietn  of  the  eeuale.  Jackson  liud  nllou'ed  nearly  two  yuara 
to  cla[)«j  without  procuring  this.  Tho  proclamation  of  tbe 
treaty  was  not  made  nntil  the  ISlh  of  April,  1834.  Even 
if  the  manner  in  which  the  two  treaties  woro  obtained  gave 
the  Scniinolcs  no  well-gnnHuled  reason  to  question  their 
binding  force,  the  administration  did  not  bare  tbo  right  to 
com]>el  their  emigration  by  Force  of  arms  before  the  end  of 
Jaekson'a  pi-csidcncy. 

Gut  whatever  the  law  might  be,  policy  certainly  required 
that  the  utmost  possible  should  bo  done  to  como  to  »  Mlb- 
factory  undcntanding  witli  the  Sominoloa.  IF  it  were  not 
poraiblo  to  estimate  correctly  tbo  immense  ditbcultice  wbicli 
bad  later  to  bo  ovcroomo,  jet  n  little  rellcction  would  have 
sliown  even  now  that  a  harder  stand  wonld  bare  to  be 
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'made  licro  tlian  in  any  prerioas  Indian  war.'  But  iuateai] 
proceeding  witii  caution  auJ  modcrnliun,  the  vriiitcs  ^vcro 
allowed  U>  tlu  tniputiislied  tlie  very  thing  wbicli  it  \ta&  tditady 
koowu  would,  mure  tlimi  any  other,  cxcito  the  Suiniuolee  to 
reBi6t»nce  and  veugcuiict-.  The  fedend  oflicere  soon  drove 
the  udaiinifitnittoti  to  tUe  pcliit  where  it  did  oot  lag  behind 
indii'idual  citlKeus  in  this  matter.'  TItc  Indian  aj^ut,  Geu- 
erai  Tliomju^oii,  gent  infonmition  on  the  iiSth  of  October, 
1S34,  to  AViusliington,  that  some  whites  e-'ntre^sed  a  great 
deeira  to  got  control  of  the  negroes  of  the  &mitio!e»;  and 
[lie  at  the  same  lime  exprc^sscd  the  conviciioii,  that  there  were 
ftlrcudy  uegi-oes,  wlio  had  been  bi-ought  np  hy  the  Indians, 
ia  the  hands  of  the  whilitt.  And  on  the  i)t)i  of  Janmiry, 
18S5,  ho  iu]viw<l  the  eendlngof  an  espcdition  to  drive  the 
Indians  within  their  limits,  and  "  to  captnru  nv^rooK,  many 

'  The  MKrctMTof  war,  PoiiaMtt,  writee.  in  hia  official  leport  «f  ISoTtm^tt 
8(^1830:  "UcivtoforethslDdiajipopiitatJonofoiirRtateiandtmTildnMbas 
bean  expellml  by  tho  eiftdua]  InaeaM  aad  adnuic«  of  a  suponor  rut. 
WberMi,  in  Vlori'la,  the  oUemp^t  haa  been  maA%  f:>T  the  lint  time,  to 
diin!  Ibo  uborigmoi  from  the  nnKttkd  vildcni*:^.  or,  nlmt  ib  still  moio 
difllciilt.  to  ea.tich  tbem  for  the  purpcea  of  tiuiupcTtiu^  \b<fiii  beyond  its 
linitji.  If  the  ladiia*<4  l''lori>U  had  awunbrto  leLim  to,  they  would 
fasva  been  driven  out  of  tiie  tcnitor;  \ang  air>:  btit  tlie;  an  hummed  in 
fay  Um  Mil.  uul  tnnat  Hefrad  UiPmsclrpB  to  the  a'M  -.-m.-nt,  or  tiitn^rulRr  to 
be  baaapocbnl  beyond  it.  To  rcduoi  tfaeu  Ui  tli^i  I'ltivmlty,  iipn>Ad,  m 
Ih^  an,  over  a  apocti  of  at  luuut  forly  -  five  Uioiuoiid  i^^tiaie  niilw  ot  coiuitiy 
aboaadinii  in  piovinoiu  tuitol  to  their  ImbiU,  deCeoded  bj  a  cUiuabo  betum 
to  tbimi,  tmt  douUj-  to  the  whites,  and  prMratine  dIdlcuttK*  to  tho  inniob 
of  moio  (hat  Wvc  been  ott«n  described  lutd  cannot  be  exaeigeiatAd,  will 
tequin:  irn-at  i.-xi?ftiom,  and.  probably,  other  neuia  Uua  Uiow  hitberto 
iMd."    NilM,  I.VIl,p.8U. 

'The  "  New  Ymk  Btor."  183S,  in  its  report  of  Osoeolu')  AiMh,  ujs: 
"tUd  his  [0*ccfilai'«|  coimselii  been  strictly  lulbmid  to  by  the  RTOcdy, 
amp  jiti  KOTemmfnt  atciuits  scni  into  Flonda  brffltc  the  var  broke  out, 
■U  wotttd  have  been  w«ll ;  hut  th<>y  liud  their  seliiiih  vievm,  nud  were  pun* 
Ued  for  it  with  iciioiuinioua  death ;  acul  numy  ia  tlio  Btrcnn  and  tho  otgt- 
Bbd«  th«rp.  Ihxt  for  ttiesa  mcrocnaiy  mvn  has  ttnce  dinnlc  deejilj  of  the 
blood  oX  our  bC4tch;raUy."    Nile*,  UII.p.  ^SS. 
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ot  whom  it  is  believed  arc  runaway  slavea,"  Thus,  during 
the  year  prccciling  tbc  war,  an  ioilucutiat  federal  officer 
unllfi  officially  on  tlio  adniiiiistntiou  to  vinploy  the  Union 
iirmy  in  tlie  slav«-cliase.  Tlie  same  Tlioiii|>30ii  aoon  after 
knt  liis  ofHcial  lud  to  the  act  wliicli  wua  du^liiicU  to  booome 
the  tmiuediHtc  cnuM  of  tliu  war. 

TLe  wife  of  tlic  Seminole  cliicf  Owseolft,'  n  halM>r 
Indian,  was  seized,  when  on  a  visit  at  Fort  King,  as  the 
daugliter  of  a,  slave,  and  delivered  to  llic  ownvr  of  tbe 
mother  as  a  slave.  Oaceola  thereu]K>n  broke  forth  in  tlireata. 
Thompson  had  him  put  in  ctiaine,  but  act  him  froc  aftor  aix 
days,  wheti  the  clihi  had  apparently  resigned  hiiUM^If  to  lus 
fate.  Witli  j-eniiine  Indian  patience,  O&ceola  lay  in  wait 
weeks  mid  months  for  the  opportunity  of  rovonffe.  The 
opportunity  tiually  presented  itaeU  on  the  2Stli  of  December, 
1S35.  As  Thf^mpBon  was  sitting  down  to  table  with  aome 
of  bis  asaoclatos  in  bis  house,  linrd  by  the  furt,  a  vollojr  was 
tii-cd  Ihrou^'li  tlie  open  door  into  the  comp;tny.  ThouipwD 
was  piereod  by  fifteen  balls,  and  four  others  of  tho  coui[JBny 
fell  dead.'  On  ibe  ^ame  day,  a  body  of  one  buii'lrod  and 
eleven  soldiers,  under  tho  ooniutand  of  Mujor  Dnde,  fell  into 
M  ambush  and  were  butchered,  all  but  three  jnon.' 

The  set^tnd  Semiuv-lc  war  comnienoed  with  theee  docds  of 
blood.  Kven  leaving  the  t-Iavery  question  out  of  considera- 
tion, it  is  one  of  the  uioet  cojifortteas  chapters  in  the  history 
of  the  United  Siatcs,  altbou«h  the  leaders  abowed  ciroum- 
spectton  and  bulduess,  and  allliougb  the  tivops  in  many  casta 
gave  evidence  of  wonderful  endurance^  fidelity  to  duty,  and 

■  Tbo  DiiiDO  M  oftoD  written  Oosols  olao.  His  white  Uthn-'a  name  wai 
PowcU.  an^l  llu  njunie  ilw  ia  frequently  wlded  to  Lhai  at  tius  oAAaUi 
A\eL 

*  NUnt.  TUTX.  pp.  3A8,  88S.  See  b  detaiptioii  vuTinz  Erom  ttua  ta| 
Lientcnwit  Hoiri*,  in  Bt-nton,  Tliirty  Yean'  View,  II,  |i.  7&. 

*  Nikw.  ^  LIX,  1^.  iVn.    Die  accante  report  of  tbu  lii^  surrivar. 
dsrii,  ia  to  b«  rcmod  in  Lfl,  pp.  2M,  25fi. 
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The  number  of  the  red  aud  black  warriors  who  for 
il  years  bade  defiance  to  tlic  first  great  power  of  tlie  new 
wcn^d,  was  ridiculonsl}-  small.  IJut  it  mattei'ed  not  with  how 
luanjrgeueruU  the  thing  was  attern[)ted,i)ot  oiioot  them  suc- 
ceeded. If  die  endeavor  to  bring  the  cuetn  v  to  bav  vas  &iic- 
oesafal,  the  whites  were,  aa  a  rule,  the  victors;  but  for  the 
most  part,  the  re«iilt8  obtained  wera  out  of  all  ]ti-o[K)rtiou  with 
the  hardships  and  dangers  of  the  expedilioas.  And  while  here 
the  troops  w-iiied  in  mud  up  to  their  hiprf,  that  tJioy  might 
flnallv  Ciipture  a  number  of  men  whicli  might  be  counted  on 
one's  tea  fingers,  the  pluiitatlons  riglit  and  left  w^rc  burned, 
and  the  inliabitanu  murdered  in  the  cnielc3t  manner.  It 
wag  fidljr  experieiiCLd  what  it  meajit  to  inaiignnito  a  ehoso 
of  desperate  Inili;mB  in  a  tropical  wihlertie^  with  which 
utily  a  few  unrclinblo  slnvos  aud  deseitci-s  were  acquniuted. 
If  tlie  rainy  season  began,  the  continuation  of  operations  wn« 
imiw^iblo;  but  the  burning  and  murdering  of  tlie  Indians 
veot  on  the  whole  year.  In  aword,  the  ndministratioa  had, 
with  awkward  grasp,  caught  a  viper  which  it  conid  not  now 
drop,  for  every  day  brought  new  and  terrible  j^roof  in  enp- 
ffort  of  the  presumption  that  the  property  and  life  of  the  io- 
hftbitauta  of  the  territory  would  now  net  Imj  safe  for  n  single 
moment  nntil  tin;  work  which  had  been  begun  waa  really 
6[iiBliec].  This,  therefore,  was  resolved  upon;  hut  a  long 
dtne  elapsed  before  the  administration  or  the  generals  had 
Ibrmed  even  an  approximately  con-ect  judgment  as  to  the 
<xpenditnni  of  force  which  it  \vonld  require.  In  the  first 
place.  It  is  certainly  to  be  ascrlbwl  to  the  difliculties — and 
ibey  can  scarcely  !« over-estimated  —  which  the  natural  oou- 
ditione  ofTered.  that  the  subjection  of  this  small  hnndfol  ol 
uTAgM  cost  BO  much  blood,  and  eepecially  eucIi  largo  Bams 
d  money.'    But  the  transactions  of  tlio  military  conrt  of 

■  It  wodd  bctcandrPMublfttodetenninotheoMtof  fclie  war,  and  woold 
Krtiuuly  reqoiiesnatlabor.wbiobwinldbTioffDDieniaaciiitioii.    Ea^'i 
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invcdligatiun  at  Fj-cdcrick,  Maryland,'  tbe  cxti-emelj  bitter 
and  violent  expressions  of  the  gctiorals  against  oitu  auutliu* 
and  the  admiiiisti'iition,  and  thedebntes  in  congress,  show  both 
tliat  tlic  end  could  huve  bccu  ultaiiiod  eurltur,  if  thu  ]>i-upcr 
energy  had  ticen  displayed  from  the  first,  and  that  ueither 
tbe  udiuiiiifilriitioii  iior  thu  gcnuraie  hiid  aclod  with  the  tm- 
&rgy  with  which  they  might  barn  acted.'    This,  liowuvcr,  it 

estitnikle  in  hU  Aiu  und  Qber  Amtrika,  11,  p.  85,  «l  tiro  l<i  tiinc  biiii<l»d 
milliatu,  is,  in  my  {vpiniiui,  much  too  ktgh,  even  if  we  eotuklGr  the  wac  to 
haTO  endetl  ititli  the-  emigntiOD  of  Bill/  Bowlags  mid  his  caiupoBioni  in 
tbo  jear  1^.  GidUiugH,  Sp.,  p.  172.  tatimntai  tbo  tMi  in  Il>ll5  itt  loctj 
millioiu.  BcittoQ.  TLuty  Vean' Vitiw.  11.  ji.  Kl.nya:  "Sonw  Uiirl;  luill- 
ioos."  Uovntiig,  tho  liolegata  of  tfa«  letrHxay  in  oongr«M,  giM^  «i  Uw 
13Ui  cf  Juljr,  I&IO,  tbo  unxnga  umaiU  ooit  at  five  millioui.  Nile*,  LVUIt 
p.  oIO.  From  tho  Irt  of  Jftnoarjr,  18Se,  to  OctobiT  1. 16K7.  $IO,ia(r,0a) 
vrnre  appropnuktl  hy  cuasrvta  "  for  the  nippn-Hion  of  Iiiiliiui  boatilitin  " 
Uuougbout  the  entiio  Ciiiout.    Mein.  ot  J.  Q.  Adoiut,  IX,  p.  40S. 

•  November,  1S».  to  Mareh,  1837. 

'  Cotond  Wliite  rel.ttoi  lii  a  letter  of  tlia  15th  of  FelmaiT.  1^.  tliat 
Jackwu,  in  a  oonv enatfgo,  had  MiJ  to  bita;  " '  Let  tli«  damned  cowards 
defend  their  countrr;'  tltit  he  oould  take  liftf  vdidcd,  nad  whip  K\tny  to- 
dian  that  hud  net  craned  the  Suwoncc,  and  UiAt  the  people  ti  Florida  had 
doao  loss  to  put  down  llio  war,  or  lo  defend  thcnitelres,  Uuka  any  oUm 
people  in  tho  UniUil  Stotet.  Ue  aad  they  ought  to  tauro  cmBlicd  it  si 
DDce.  if  they  had  l>o«n  lu m  of  spiiit  and  chtwacter.  ...  He  eaid  Iho 
iiii.'n  had  beUcr  run  oir,  or  let  tlio  Indiana  akool  tliftiii.  tltat  (ho  wunan 
miwiit  ircl  hujil>nndf  of  L-ourofre.  and  hceed  up  tuoa  w!>o  wixiM  di^fend  tbe 
country.  lie  mainLjJui  Ibatthcnoovcrwaauxhundred  Indiun*."  Kilm, 
UI,  p.  S6.  I'he  "GloU"  (iliid.,  p.  IM)  oentoted,  hkdeed,  the  trath  cf 
the  ntoiTt  but  in  bqcIi  a  manner  that  it  becomes  only  taOT«  prabahlc.  In 
momenta  of  cnhn.  Juck-on  did  not  certainly  paaa  so  aevm  a  juilginent  on 
like  mbabitttotf  of  Ibc  tenitory,  but  on  this  aocoimt  it  would  not  bavo  bwn* 
ffmridnnng  hin  chnrsu-ter.  by  any  metuui  mirpiinnfr,  if,  in  a  paroxyxm 
of  nitc  be  bad  rivoh  nltecanoo  to  ntch  inTeetivo.  Itvmnr,  tli«  n- 
pioadwB  do  not  ne^m  to  ban  been  entirely  groundlrai  Wbm.  hi  l&M, 
thsfngectof  eoaqmrrintr  Klotida  by  MMllrn,  to  car-Ji  of  trtiom  (lira*  ha* 
dnd  and  twm^  stns  of  bud  were  to  be  Ki*^n  uft<.i  lh«  complete  rcna>Tal 
of  tho  S«minoka  vat  di^bcited,  rnehHi,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  uid  in  tbe  ««• 
«t« :  "  Onni  Ja  a  dambaldintr  popolatiotL  ol  rich  and  extennm  plimtM*. 
ftod  Floiida  will  bo  caltiratod  only  by  ilans.    And  is  it  cxpecled  tbal 
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'  t!)6  Einnllest  rcproncli  wbicli  must  be  niiLde  ngningt  a  part  of 
those  wlio,  either  in  tho  council  or  in  the  field,  were  pri- 
marily responsible  for  the  conduct  of  tho  war. 
Osceola,  hy  fxr  the  laost  importnnt,  and  nt  the  same  timo 

I  the  most  poetical  Rgnre  of  tlio  war,  dicrl  of  qninBy  on  the  26lh 
of  Jonnaty,  1838,  in  Fort  Moultrie,  in  tlic  harbor  of  Charlca- 
ton.  Tlio  frionde  of  tlie  administration  broke  ont  In  loud 
cries  of  triumph  and  jubilation,  on  the  news  of  his  captore, 
on  tho  21st  of  October,  1S3".  Thej  had  little  rcjason  for 
tlii»,  although  he  might  hav©  been  worth  a"!  moch  as  some 
hundreds  of  vrarriors.  Hie  name  of  Osceola  has  an  vglj 
Bound  in  the  cart  of  every  American  ])atriot,  for  the  bold 
warrior  was  not  overcome  in  honorable  battle;  he  fell  into 

Itlie  snares  of  disltonorable  treachery.  He  liaU  come  for 
a  parley  to  Uio  netjjhlKiihiKtd  of  Fort  l*cyUiii,  niid  while  he 
was  sjx?ukitig,  under  tha  prutcetioii  of  tho  white  flii^,  tho 
troops  of  Goneral  Hernandez,  by  order  of  General  Jesnp,'  fell 
upon  him  and  his  comrades,  diaiirnied,  tliem,  and  enrried 
them  away  as  prieoiiei-a.  Jcsup  justiticd  this  disgraceful 
breach uf  faitli  by  the  pica  tlutt  "  their  [the  Indians']  answers 
were  evasive  and  iiueatisfactory,"  and  tliat  iho  Baiiio  cliiofo 
had  caused  the  breadi  of  the  R^eeinent  tniterctl  into  half  a 
year  previous.  Aa  iC  one  piece  of  knavery  could  justify 
anotbcr,  and  as  if  the  word  of  an  Indian  chief  and  tlint  of  a 
Union  gininnil  should  ho  measured  by  tlio  same  ini'asnro!  If 
Jeeop  csliaiated  his  nwu  honor  f-a  clioit^,  he  stioiitd  not  hnro 
■forgotten  tlutt  be  wore  the  uniform  of  tliu  United  Slates,  and 
tliat  not  only  bia  own  lionor  but  tho  honor  of  the  United 


fc: 


daveluldaa  viU,  far  a  boaaty,  figkb  the  Indiane  ood  fieo  negroei?    Tbu 

WBfgamtioa  ii  pRpotteroui.    .    .    .    And  wliot  ii  now  demwdod,  ia  to 

t  tli«  oountiy  ui  a  conJitiou  to  bo  cdtled  by  aoutlii:nt  itii!ii.    And  ts 

n  thii  right,  baviii{f  tlipulatcd  for  the  lanil,  to  my  to  llie  goveniment, 

jm  ihoU  give  aa  Ihe  laud  iiuil  prepare  it  for  lliat  kind  of  |>op:dati»D  bv 

■ham  aloae  it  can  bo  cultivated."    Di'h.  of  Coii)^.,  XIV,  p.  38. 

'See  Jewp'a own acooaat  aad  his oidcn.  Kilo,  Ud,  pp. '2(t!,  2S3. 
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States  was  pledj^  by  tUe  wliite  flag  vrliich  lio  di^raeod. 
Vo)C«s  fnim  among  tlie  ponple  were,  indeed^  raisedr  which 
gave  expression  to  this  feeling  with  indignation  lond  and 
deep,  but  those  wlio  were  called  primarily  to  watch  over  the 
houor  of  the  sturry  banner  6p:>tce  not  one  wnrd  of  blame. 

But  it  W&&,  moreover,  »  question  not  only  of  morals  bnt 
of  politics.  H  luen  were  convinced  that  the  Indiaa  problem 
could  be  solved  only  by  cunning  and  foroe,  it  waa  aa  dowim 
aa  It  wua  unworthy  to  carry  on  the  idle  play  witti  oonvetl- 
tious  and  trwities.  If  the  uufaithfulneis  of  the  ludiana  WM 
so  great  tlint  a  trcaty  with  them  had  no  ralnc,  every  treaty 
must  have  had  the  great  disndvantAgo  that  it  woahl  leoil  the 
United  State<3  into  the  teiuiitation,  if  not  the  Qeoee^iity,  l« 
break  it  nlso.  But^  m  a  matter  of  course,  tJie  Indians  found, 
in  the  slightest  breach  of  fwth  on  the  part  of  the  United 
StiiteSf  a  justification  for  the  greatest  hrencli  o£  faith  on 
theira.  Wliiit  right  henceforth  did  the  United  Staiea  have 
tooomplain,  if  every  tninsnetlon,  treaty  and  convention  were 
to  the  Seriiinoles  only  ii  means  to  collect  their  weakenol 
forces,  and  to  prHcticc  ull  kinds  of  treacberyt  The  Indian 
prohlcm  has  certainly  always  been  one  of  so  great  ditnculty 
that  scarcely  any  niition  could  have  solved  it  without  commiu 
ting  mnny  fiiultKrnnd  tlie  making  of  grent  mistakes;  bntit  i« 
jnst  :u  certjiln  that  its  difficulties  wore  very  frecjnently  in- 
creased tenfold  by  completely  inexcusable  knavery.' 

Tile  liitil  quCHtion  to  which  Osceola  and  tiie  other  chief;: 
gave  an  ''evasive  and  unsatisfactory  answer"  \vm,  aooordiug 
toJcsup's  instructions  to  Hernandez:  "  Are  they  prepared 
to  deliver  all  the  negroes  taken  from  the  citiitcns,  at  onoef 
And  as  here,  so  also  in  all  the  important  turning  poTftt« 
we  tind  the  red,  or  rather  the  black  thread  of  the  epedfw 

■Bna  ta  tbe  aemiiHila  im,  Oaoeote'li 
9m,  tor  inrtaMs,  lltf  tridc  pl^rad  I9 

Anguit,  1638.    NOm,  LTI,  p.  886. 
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sIsTe-interest  plainly  risible.  Jcsnp  tad  suocceded,  on  tlic 
8th  of  Miircli,  1837,  in  concliiditig  n»  agreement  nt  Cninp 
Dade'  fnun  which  he  confidently  expected  the  end  of  tlio 
war.  He  oonsidci-ed  the  Indiana  tii'od  of  the  wAr,  and  Uh 
draad  tliKt,  notwithstundiug  tins,  it  would  break  out  aj^in, 
was  b«ed  eiuiplv  on  tlio  feiir  timt  "  utpriuciplud  whites" 
would  put  no  restraint  on  their  greed  for  tiio  slaves.'  He, 
therefore,  on  tlic  ."ith  of  April,  issued  nn  army  (U-dcr  {No.  TO), 
providing  that  no  white  not  engaged  in  tlio  service  of  tlie 
IlniUnl  St:itt»  should  enter  the  territory  between  the  Saint 
John  and  tlie  CJnII  of  Mexico,  sonth  of  Fort  Drane."  A 
meotinit  of  citixens  of  Snint  Augnstin,  and  "other  inhabit- 
ants of  East. Florida,"  "proloated  solemnly"  against  thi» 
»rder,  bocanse  it  violated  the  rights  ntid  intcr«M8  of  the  slave- 
holders.* 


■  Esoc.  Ddc.  S-'ith  CoRKr.,  3d  Setn..  Vol.  V,  Ko.  239.  pp.  ^%  &3. 

•jMOptoColonelJ.WaJTcn.  Mardi.1837.  "  There  is  no  diBposition  on 
the  pait  of  Ibo  great  bod;  of  tho  Indiaiit  to  renew  liontiUtiM;  laii  Uu>7 
wdl.  I  nm  )nii?.  Evtlifully  fulSil  tlieir  »ii:tkKen]enU  it  tJie  iiiliabitauU  of 
tiac  tetrilorj  be  prodent:  bat  any  atlempt  to  teixe  liieir  neprow  or  oUi«r 
piopertf  wouUl  be  fvllvwuil  by  an  instant  Tcsort  to  arnu.  1  bAvo  some 
hopm  of  tndacing  both  the  Indinns  and  Indian  ncgrou  lo  unite  in  briogiDg 
ia  Ite  npgTtWf  takfTt  from  the  citiaenn  <itinnif  tbe  wivr."     Ibid.,  p.  9. 

*Thc  rpuooa  forlnt:  order  read:  "  Tho  commanding  g>?ik(Tal  hae  rcneau 
to  Ixlieve  tiuU  th«  inlitrfi'ntnn:!  of  iioprinciplAd  white  mim  witli  tiao  cvgro 
property  of  the  Seminolu  Indians,  if  not  immediately  ohccki.-d .  will  prercot 
theii  pmignttion.  and  luacl  to  a  reneviU  of  tfa«  war."  Ibid.,  p.  i.  S«?« 
iW.S.9.11.  A  letter  divted  BUclt  Creek,  April  27. 1?S7.  aay»:  "The 
:of  Ui«  ■'iUi  imtant,  which  &pp«iin  to  h&re  caused  some  excitement, 
I  higU;  neoaotoijr;  unit  of  thU  [  wu  enabled  to  jiid^  frono  being  on 
thff«pot"    Nila.  Lll.  p.  ]«8. 

•In  tliP  prolest  («Tthout  clab>),  we  read:  "Tboy  [Ihf.  imdttrfastnfd]  per- 
•aftde  UicaucIrGt  that  the  presfrnration  of  tbo  -Dtgm  property  bdonjrinif  to 
the  iahatiitonta  of  tfaii  dnolated  conoby  murt  be  teen  by  him  [Jnup]  tc 
Iwutotuect  oF«can«lyle«iiioiaeat  (asapadficationj.  .  .  .  Theycan- 
not  but  feel  tliat  tlie  ptiiticulw  dfrhts  and  tntei«>ta  of  tlm  (IttTOholdaa  of 
eail  Florida  arc  made  «>niewbat  loo  palpably  by  tli«  order  refemxl  to, 


That  Jesiip's  order  must  hfive  greatly  grieved  the  slave 
holders  is  self -evident.  But  even  if  the  geuonti  did  not  at- 
tend to  their  iaieresba  to  the  extent  that  tliey  do«ired,  tiiey 
coald  not  repiinaclihitn  with  linving  left  theut  CDtlroly  un- 
considered. On  the  Sth  of  April  he  announced  ttiat  he  had 
engaged  the  chiefs  to  sqrrcnder  all  the  negroes  who  Iwlonged 
to  vhites,'  and  HlthtMiu:li  in  his  own  opinion  liehftd  tlic  ri^t 
only  in  rel»iion  to  tlie  negroes  taken  during  tlie  wnr,  he 
promised,  on  the  27th  of  April,  not  to  allow  tliose  who  had 
aheconded  before  it,  to  lenre  the  conrtry.'  Tlic  fear  which  I 
lie  bad  expressed  in  the  onlor  of  April  5  had.  Lovrever,  been 
mlrendy  confirmed.  The  impatient  haste  with  which  the 
whites  liad  endeavored  to  get  hold  of  (he  it^roea,  frightened  I 
both  Indians  and  negroes  Isack  into  the  wilderness.*  It  should 
h&TO  been  expected  that  Jcsup  would  hare  placed  a  still 
Mverur  check  on  the  whiles.  Instead  of  thiit,  be  now  asked 
for  the  ^ving  np  of  nil  nt^pocs  who  belonged  to  whites,' 
and  had  Osceola  notified  by  Colooel  Harney  that  he  (Jeenp) 

«A  M  tb«  nmimguai  Tmtiut  to  thinlc,  vaoKomiST,  a  ■acrifloa  to  fliab 
Md."    ExTC.  ttoc.  2Sdi  Coofft.  3d  Se«..  No.  2£^k  ppt  108. 109. 

'"IbaTc  BMtla  an  omngemeai  with  tho  tbiets  to-4^]r,  toaBneodertbs 
M^RMfrfwUteBKn.  iwtkalarlr  tfaov  ukcD  dnoostbe  wax."  Exec 
Doc,  flUfa  Ocmft,.  Sd  Sen..  No.  2S&.  p.  la 

■" I iUI mtnin tfat dttcA;  bsfas  titer  <l>Fari,  to CBncDda  an ncyRwa 
takiB  dvnif  Uia  wmt.  Th— wfcoaHwaonded  prwrJom  to  Ihe  war  ihall  not 
l«w  Ik*  cobbIit.  Uwa^  I  ba««  BO  cigte  to  tnitdn  tbe  Imhaaa  lo  saneik- 
tettm."    ItoiiwU 

■**1tea«fioeihave  gagnSlj  takn  tfae  aUm,  aad  b«t  few  of  llicci 
iia,aBd  thoK  wha  nHaia  o^  pmeat  the  ladaa*  troin  cotnuig. 
F  fta  imatna  aOMpt «(  MM  o<  tka  dint  of  nartfft  to  «Mh 
loTfMrihnihthaaaicn^aitbantabnVrttie  Indwwdiir 
fa«  Iha  var.  aa  we!  M  tbaa  vliohad  ahnoadcd  fRTOoa  to  it.  woold  lum 
IwaMoniMtMlUitiML  Mm  Iktt  Ihiilr  «(  >>«  li 
«Wita«idBarB7caHfhwkn  w^m  ti  IW  dtiana  -wlio  had 

ptmi,mi^i*atAmm»UmiimKi9L~   lU.,  pp^  12.  la 

*(MvteCtoL]MlHMoar<flUTS^I8S7.    Usl,^lt. 
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nrould  have  them  tracked  by  flying  parties  with  blood- 
lioundii  from  Cuba,  and  that  it  was  his  intention  to  bang 
every  ono  who  did  not  give  himself  np.' 

Tliif)  wns  liefbre  t)ie  breach  of  the  convention  of  March  6,  on 
part  of  the  Indians,  by  meoiis  of  which  Jesup  wished  to 
Uj  his  treachery  towards  Osceola.  Not  nntit  the  2d  of 
the  camp  of  the  Indians  who  had  come  to  emi- 
grate to  the  west^  broken  np  by  the  Micansaukieft,*  partly 
by  persuasion  and  partly  by  force.* 

Jesup  Vfsa  not  the  man  to  fold  Iiis  arnia  idly  with 
the  complaint:  "All  is  lostr"*  He  appealed  to  the  cot- 
elousne^R  of  bis  m^ldierji  to  "I'g^  them  to  do  their  best  In 
the  war.  the  reemnption  of  which  had  now  become  nnaroid- 
able:  the  property  of  the  Sominoles  which  fell  into  their 
hands  was  to  l>e  tlieiis,  and  the  n(.>gnje»  were  named  first  in 
thi»  eoDDectioD.'  T)ie  ^aino  bait  was  held  ont  to  their  In- 
dian allies.*  Besides,  tlie  general  promised  them  a  reward 
of  twenty  doUnra  per  head  for  the  negroes  captured  alive 
who  belonged  to  whites;  which  gum  was  paid  not  by  tlie 


'  Uaj  ^,  l^nrj.    ma.,  p.  16. 

*  nMi  Bune  is  fpdl«d  in  ilifTn^nt  wiiym 

* "  All  in  l<i«t,  and  iirindpall;,  I  fear,  hj  the  inllaeiioe  of  Om  ne0taei 
ftud  of  tbe  pi'yiplft  who  wtn  the  aul^Mt  oE  our  Miretpondence."  Itmp 
loOofaioet  OadMleo,  Jonn  14,  1837.  Exec.  Doc.,  2^tli  CorifcT..  3d8eM, 
No.  82%,  p.  18.  Tho  eoHicr  coTreapcmdencs  bctwcon  Jojmp  luid  Cad*d«B 
here  tneDtioned  ii  not  to  be  found  in  tbe  T«cordii. 

*  "  Tboe  ia  avm  no  obtijattan  to  ipare  tha  property  of  tho  IndiiuDi  — 
thv  bare  not  spued  that  of  Ihe  dUveaii;  their  negroes,  adtlc  and  harwt. 
u  w?)l  u  other  proper^  which  thejr  pusen,  will  belong  to  tho  corpg  by 
wfaacli  tfaoj  may  bo  c^tmcd."  Jesup  to  Colonel  Wunen.  July  7,  1637. 
Ibid.,  p.  19.    Tht  ann;  ordra  in  question.  No.  I6(X  ii  dated  Anguat  3. 

n»d.,  p.4, 

* "  In  addOion  to  ilie  indaeemeDU  hdd  out  to  tlie  In^ans  who  may  en- 
b9  tfae  lOTiM,  b  Uiat  of  tbs  Seminola  propir^.    Their  npgroM,  bona 
wd  tattle  (nod  tbcy  are  neb  ia  tii«t  deecfiption  of  prapcitjr)  will  be  given 
SO 
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pwriere  but  from  tlio  resourced  ut  the  state.'  At  the  same 
time,  tlie  negroes  bcJoiiging  to  the  Seminolee,  and  wlio  had 
been  captured  by  the  troojw,  were  taktjii  by  t!ie  general  **  OQ 
account  of  tlio  govoruuieut,'*  and  tins  ''  purdiase  "  reoeired 
tlie  sanction  of  the  admiiiUtratioa* 

Tho  oongoquenco  of  tliis  policy  was  tliat  in  a  few  montlia 
die  costly  game,  in  form  of  man,  was  almost  completely  eap- 
tnred."  But  wlinC  had  become  of  tho  honor  and  of  the  con. 
stitntioii  of  the  United  Slates  in  conseqnencel  With  the 
aid  of  the  basest  piLssion  of  mnn,  the  troops  were  trained  to 
the  lowest  of  all  basmesees — from  the  national  trea^ary  the 


to  the  capton;  tbo  Crock  wotnon,  wbooapture<ll>utii«mallportioaof  tb* 
Bemiaolo  propertj',  received  far  their  captua-s  botirecn  fouiteeo  &ad  flfteen 
tboiuaaddollan."  Jnup  to  Captain  Armstrotig,  September  17, 1837. 
Ibtd.,  p.  20.    Iiikcwiae  to  Captain  Botiiierrille,  |i,  21. 

'"To  indni^  the  Creek  Indians  to  t&tra  alire,  and  not  dembmf  tlw 
aegnras  of  ciliiiaia  who  had  boea  captured  by  tho  Scmlaolei,  a  imrard  «•■ 
PEamiied  them  tor  all  tiioyHhoiildscimu*!;  iliay  ca{ituredaDd«eciiicdthirt|- 
fivo^  vho  hod  beea  return'^  to  their  owneni;  tliv  owsen  bare  paid  noQung. 
but  the  proinif«  to  tlie  ludinna  miwl  bo  (uUiUed.  The  Bnm  of  twen^  dol- 
km  vrili  be  nlloired  to  thi^m  for  cnch,  from  tho  public  fnadi."  Amj 
ordei  Ko.  1T3  of  Saiiteiiiber  (i,  16^)7.    Ibid.,  p.  4. 

*"  In  September  Inst  GeiiDmlJesapiidnHed  the  [V!»x]  Department  thai 
he  hitd  parchnsed  from  tho  Civck  ^murion  «]1  the  Degioe*  (about  60  in 
anmber)  captured  \>y  them,  for  |3,000.  and  thij  pait\bwe  wwapprored  on 
tba  7Lb  of  Ootober."  C.  A.  Huria,  Commicsionor,  to  CnpUuii  8.  Coops, 
Actjnti  SixreULiy  <tt  War,  May  1,  l&K  Ibid.,  p.  4a.  Tho  leLUv  of  J«w 
in  qiiMtion  to  tlio  minsiber  of  war,  Poinaett,  is  on  p.  70. 

'Jteiip  writes  on  the  6th  of  March,  1*J3,  toOoverncrOilnier,  of  QeoTgia: 
"Tlielndiaanc^TW8captun!(l,  fuid  separated  bis m  the  ladiaofl  bj  the  wr- 
enl  detacbniMit*  of  the  turoy,  during  the  preseot  campaign,  ^mnnat'.  to 
about  two  bimdrud  luid  forty;  betidea  which,  neadf  all  tbo  oogroe*  labm 
fjew  dtiaeas  baTc  b«^a  recaptured,  oud  nutoied  to  thair  owwns."  Ibat, 
p.  23.  Anion  Uia  lotii  of  Hiviuh  Licutcuoat  Fntoouui  infomu  Goowia- 
fioner  Hiuris :  "From  the  bc«t  information  I  can  obtain,  then  on  not  twn 
than  lifty  ne^rroes,  of  all  agc^s  ^ndboUitmes,  ceiuoiniiiB  in  tks  nation.  s( 
whom  not  mom  tbao  fire  or  tax  v*  Uio  proii&ity  of  viuia  peopla."    niid.t 

p.  am 
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prSmium-s  wore  tnten  wliicli  Iielfwd  tlie  slaveholders  to  t!i«ir 
'«Uvt«  ngaiu  —  tlie  adiuiiiiBtnitiuii  became  a  nkveltoWor  hy 
wbolesaler  and  made  itn  paymeiiLt  with  tlte  mRansof  Uie  na- 
tioQ.  Wbere  wns  thu  liiw  or  tlie  (Hiiistitutioiiul  pruvlsiou 
wbieh  ai]Cliorize<l  tliisf  Tlte  adininisti-ation  even  botigltt 
n^;roea  whom  it  hnd  not  the  least  right  to  consider  sinves. 
'Wlivru  in  the  curuititiition  is  then-  u  word  about  elavea  of  the 
Tiidian-'iT  It  ktiowa  on\y  of  pernons  who  nre  liept  "  for  work 
or  service  iii  a  stale.*'  Or  were  the  United  States,  jterhaps, 
obliged  hy  art.  4,  sec  S,  par.  3  of  the  constitution  to  soc  to 
iltlicir  absconded  slaves  should  he  snrreiidcred  to  the  Iru 
diaiis  also,  ua  demand?  Slavery  existed  only  by  virtaeof 
manJcipnl  Uw,  aad  the  law?  and  the  consiitutiun  knew  notli- 
fng  of  a  iuunictpa.1  law  of  the  Indiaos  binding  oq  the  0nited 
States.' 

'BitT<I,Tho  taw  of  Freedom  uidBondAgaintha United  StAlct,  I,gS08, 

p.S'it.iInwiiaiiaccurfUMBiHlcnTecLdiiitinctaaiibntireen  "rig^taiupported 

bf  a  Iftw  of  DAtionnl  Aur.hontr,  kvI  TighU  lupported  by  a  Uw  having  na- 

tMnol  rstL-nU"    Th«  iiiitiiit!ii)iil  Uw,  nliio,  of  tiie  titatea,  ou  which  elaven 

«VB  bttW,  liaJ  "  natJOEml  extent "  onlj  so  tar  im  tlie  alnve  wai  in  llie  statfl 

ia  gonatiou.  or  a  fugitirc  from  ttio  cUto.    In  tJbe  t«nitoH«B,  flavecy,  uul««d( 

«riu  baa.t]  00  "national  auUiority."  tinea  the  T,ercitorie»  have  no  letfiiUtivn 

pffwcr  ^-hiit«vei  in  Qveir  own  n^t.    And  ia  lelution  to  tii«  b-rriUiriM  it  is 

eridmUjr  trae  to  tfae  same  uxl^'nt  m  ia  relation  to  tito  District  of  Columbia, 

ttint  wagnu  ante,  not  tm  a.  local  leinslatura,  but  m  the  ti^lntiio)  n(  Uuf 

tTnloo.     But  the  »Un  Uw  of  iht  tccHtones  bod  "  ualionml  ext«tii  "  onlr 

jott  m>Ht.i*\iio  niunidpal  lav  of  Lha  states  hod.  bec&iiae  the  conitilution 

kotlionsed,  and  at  the  aamo  tiitw  obligatfid,  (ii«  FcdcrnU  ^Tcmmcat  to  sivA 

Uw  nlaretav  "  naitional  extent "  oaly  Ibotfar.    IbdeHCrrci  to b«  mcntioaed 

Unit  tiM  odmininnition,  or  nllier  Jenip,  waa  not  lataD&d  vith  purchtudn^ 

alHt-M  on  the  tucoBnt  oE  the  United  Stats^  who,  in  relatum  to  the  DiiiLed 

StMtn.  ir-ie  not  ilav««  at  aU.    JwupwritwoatbeZithot  S?pbgmbar,183T. 

to  Cnmmumooer  Haiiis:  '"Dm  S«oinoki  negso  pnaoaere  an)  now  uU  the 

Dfopectf  uf  thcpoUic.     IlinvepromiBed  Abraham  the  fteednro  of  hia^niiijr 

U  tw  b4  ftuthful  (o  HI.*'    And  Hiin-iii  vmti:^  to  the  e«cn>tiii7  of  war  on  the 

9U)0(May.  ISS:  "n.;LthBaU«rnvj  of  tho  Creeks  1  wUl.  of  couise.hold 

tWm  [tha  iii^iirow  ujituied  b;  the  Creek  wnmon  in  Fturidm!)  wlgn:!  to  tlu 

Uwf ul  rlaiiuB  v4  oU  wbit«  ponoas.    Abnthiua  and  hii  family  ihoidd  he  ex- 
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The  negroes  unci  a  good  many  redsldns  were  ciij^tured, 
but  tlie  end  of  Ihe  wnr  ccinld  not,  on  thut  ftocount,  be  dt^ 
oorned.  Je&itp,  vrlio  bad  achieved  tbese  fcato,  aod  whv 
londiy  boosted  of  tbein,  bad,  notwithstanding,  (»me  to  tbo 
euiivictioii  tlint  the  war  would  laftt  years  longer  imtcsf  th« 
demand  for  the  immediate  emigration  of  tlio  Scminolcd 
was  desisted  from.  Hence  he  advised  tliat  they  should  be 
left  in  Fliiridii  for  a  time,  but  Uiat  they  should  be  ooufioed 

to  a  definite  district;  tbiU  is,  iu  liia  opinion,  tlie  gorornment 

should  gi%-e  up  that  to  obtain  which  it  hod  reeorted  to  furoe.'fl 
Tlie  eecretarj'  of  war  uiioonditiontilly  rujectod  tbo  propoal-  ' 
tion,'  and  Jesup'a  prophecies  were  fulfilled. 

Another  yenr  of  tad  experience  brought  eomewhat  more 

cepted  m  eonseqaeDCe  ol  a  pcomiae  nuiide  by  Qemanl  Jcaiip."  Exaa  Dmu, 
25thCoD)p-...^Sew.,  170.22S,  pp.21,2a.  I  have  oerer  biuad  tlib  piwn- 
dent  mentioned  in  the  dvil  war. 

' "  In  ngarct  to  the  Semiadch  ira  ban  comtnittod  the  enor  ot  attcmpi* 
iiK  to  mnovfl  tliein  wbm  tbsir  tancb  wer»  not  lequirad  far  fifrieaUmal 
poipon*!  when  thej  wws  not  ia  tlu  way  of  the  white  iahaUtaalBi  i^ 
when  the  grcatio-  poitian  ol  their  country  woa  aa  iraexplond  irild«nu«,  ot 
thn  int«riorof  vhiek  w«wtt«ui£Doruit  uof  the  iiit«ricir  of  Cbtao.  Wa 
exhibit,  ia  our  prwent  coat«ab,  the  fint  iiutanoe,  pctbaps,  sboe  tli«  com- 
mencumect  at  autlientic  liittory,  of  a  natioa  emploFia^  an  ami;  to  esjilaM 
a  o»iuibT  [for  we  coo  do  little  mote  than  oqilon  iiKatttlemptingiot^ 
mora  a  band  of  Niraitvs  from  on«  nsexplond  wildexoeM  to  aaoduir,  .  . 
tiie  prosp«ct  ol  binninatingi  tha  war  in  tny  roaaooaUo  time  ii  taT~ 
tbiiii;  but  flattering--  ^f  deculi'd  apinion  la,  that  nnlcat  immediate  emlgnu 
lion  be  Bbaitdaned,  the  war  will  be  ocntianad  (or  yean  ts  eom»,  and  al 
ooDitaiitIf  acctimalatiBc  vxpenae.  I*  it  not  th«n  writ  woHhy  Uie  aniaui 
coB^deration  of  an  enlightened  gorenunent,  wli«th(T,  erea  if  lh«  wilder- 
tun  we  an  tiareatac  oould  bo  inhabited  bj  the  white  man  (whtdi '»  not 
tha  fuel),  the  object  we  ai«  ooatCDdinir  for  wcold  be  worth  tlie  tostf  I 
nert^a);  do  not  tlttnV  it  would;  tadeed,!  di>tMitooa«derth«eo«mtry  aoalk 
of  Chickaia  Hatohoe  worth  tbo  tnodidncs  «re  abaU  eipend  in  drirtnA  l^ 
lodiam  bom  it''  Jemip  to  PoinwU,  Fcbcuai;  Illb,  18S3.  Nilfli,  UT, 
P.&1. 

'"Tbeactsof  tbe«xecuttre  aodthotawsof  eongTeMeriDoaadotanniBa- 
lioa  to  c«rT7  oot  thA  RMttBoro  (th«  rnnorol  of  the  S«minok«  to  tbo  mdi, 
and  it  it  to  be  Kvatded  M  the  teiUed  policy  of  the  ooantix,    .    ,    .    Hmt 
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wiBdom.  A  law  of  March  .1,  1839,  appropriated  five  thon- 
BAod  (iollare  to  conclude  a  treaty-  with  Uie  Semiuoles.'  The 
president  acceded  to  the  wishes  of  congress  expressed  in  this 
law,  so  far  M  to  send  Geneml  Mncoinb,  the  cliief  of  tlie 
whole  federal  arm}-,  to  Florida,  in  order  to  endeavor  to  bring 
fcboat  peace.  He  hoped  that  this  choice  would  have  an 
imposing  effect  on  the  Seminulea,  ajid  make  them  more 
inclined  to  negotiation.  The  results  of  Macomb's  mission, 
however,  were  exceedingly  dubious.  The  reconciliation  which 
be  effected  was  accomplisibGd  only  with  n  few  Semiiiolea  of 
insaOlcient  influence,  was  not  put  in  tlie  form  of  a  writteu 
tJ«atr,  and  was  nmhignoti^lj  indrfinite  on  the  decisive  quee* 
tion.'  Not  only  the  Seniiiiules  but  the  white  inhabitants  of 
the  territory  nndei'^tood  the  agreement  to  mean  tliat  the 
iDdiiuis  were  promise'l  to  be  allowed  to  remain  in  it  for  an 
Indefinite  length  of  time.  The  citizens  of  Leon  county  pro- 
tcated  against  the  "treaty"  which  granted  the  Semiimles  all 
that  they  wanted.  Tlie  whitee  and  Seminoles  oonld  not 
dwell  together  in  peace,  and  Florida  was  the  "last  place"  in 
the  Unite<l  States  in  wiiich  th»  Incliiin^  slioiild  ha  suffered, 
iioee  every  foreign  enemy  wonld  6nd  an  ally  in  tliem,  all 
fugitive  slaves  find  a  warm  rereplion  among  them,  and  Flor- 
ida, and  through  Florida  alt  the  slave  states,  lie  endar.gered, 
in  ease  of  a  war,  by  the  emancipated  negroes  of  the  "West 


% 


Poinaett  to  Simp,  Much  1, 1833 


to  bo  capUuv4  or  dMtrof«d.*' 
UT,p.52. 

>6«8L  at  L.,  V,  p.  8&8.    licport  of  the  Secretary  of  Wwof  Nov.  80, 
ia».    Nili».LVn.p.513. 

*  "  Nor  (lid  I  liiink  it  polttie,  at  thit  ttsiu,  to  lay  anything  altout  their 
cnuRiatioo,  leariajt  that  >a^j«ob  open  to  aueh  futun  arroneeuieiita  oa  the 
j|ov«rainent  may  think  proper  bo  moko  with  ihfitn.  No  restrictiou  upon  the 
Mmmuk  ot  the  gOTunuaent  ia  Vain  i&)pe<:i  hu  beea  impo«ed,  noi  hu  tuaj 
^KOatagameat  been  fveo  to  tha  Indianii  Ih&t  they  woalil  be  pennittod 
pCnaanrtiitlr  to  mmnia  in  FlohdA."  Mnooiab's  npatt  to  tba  Kcratoir  of 
WM,  Uar  88,  1839.    Nila.  LVI,  p.  319. 
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Indiee.'    In  other  qnartere,  it  was,  indeed,  cinimofi  tluU  ti 
gnat  majority  of  tlio  popnlation  wflB  entirely  Bfttisfled 
the  agreemeiit,*  and  the  socwtary  of  war  alflo  now 
tbo  hope  thftt  it  wnn]d  tend  to  peace  much  eftrlier  thnn  For 
emigration.*    But  new  decda  of  blood  on  the  part  "f  tin 
Indiiins,  trencherr  on  both  sides,  and  the  wild  prood  wit 
which  men  of  ci-err  stamp  endeavored   to  pet  jwsscaaton 
the  Mpinred  negroes,*  <niised  tlie  war  to  break  ont  again  aft 
a  few  weeks,  nnd  fed  it  eontiniiAlly. 

The  war  in  Florida  had  long  been  a  pot  theme  with  At 
opposition,  and  became  so  more  and  more  everyday,  bnt  nc 
nntil  the  beginning:  of   1S41  did  Giddings,  of  OIii'>.  bi^nl 
to  prodiioe  the  docnmertary  proof  of  the  share  which  slavory^ 
had  in  tliin  robe  of  Penelopfc    It  19  apparent  even  fror 
this  that  the  abolitionists  were  gnilty  of  esa^teration  wbea^ 

"'%!.  HesolTOd,  That,  it  is  iomlUne  to  the  i«;\log <4  tbi)  pcopkof! 
DniMd  Statet,  %iid  deffiadinij  to  our  cboncter,  to  wild  the  oocB]aaDiIar*in 
diicl  cl  the  ivmy  of  tbe  United  States  tu  nio  for  peace  to  s  Im*  1c 
■fler  H  vDif  of  four  yttuin.  aiid  In  faot  jrieldiny  up  to  the  ^I't'^if  rU  I 
hare  «T«r  Tequir^,     .     .     . 

"Stb.  RcMlvcd.  That  tbo  pcniiitola  of  Florida  a  tlie  but  plaoa  u  the 
limit*  oE  the  Ciiited  SlatiM,  wtieruin  the  Indiaoa  thoold  bo  ponaittad  tt 
renuua,  for  obrioiu  naaoni:    .    .    . 

"  3d.  [f  10Gal«d  in  Floiida,  aB  tiie  nmawigr  ttvim  wiQ  find  cufuge  ud 
[irotvction  mth  them. 

"4th.  Tbo  contijcuitjottbe emancipated  colooredpopuIatioQ  of  UufWeit 
lodiw.  would,  in  n  wv  witli  iKunu  fonngn  powur,  pbco  tlorUls,  mi  » 
fiut  tlie  whole  ol  oui  Matiiern  itate«>  ia  jcopiudjr.  Then  ia  ae  poiitiaD  in 
which  these  hidiaoa  could  b«  located,  to  daogeroiu  to  the  peace  «b4  hap- 
pia«n  of  the  Bouthem,  and  iatentta  of  tfaa  Uatb)d  StotM,  as  the  iiuulinnli  ^ 
of  FJorida."    NQ«*  LVI,  pp.  fie'i.  2M. 

■See  a  letter  of  Colooet  J.  Wanen  and  W.  J.  WOIj  to  Uvmnb,  Jbd^ 
lfi,1339.    Niles,  LVI,  p.  889. 

ae. 

*Ua  thia  we  Kiec  Doc,  2Mh  Goo8T.,3d  Soas.,  No,  Sft.  ppu  90-9S. 
30,81,91.9-.^.^T3S.10(>-1(I6. 110-126.  FVom  Uuw  doconento  A  u 
duet  that  thtVG  wen  mx  wunting  oSoen  who  encqpHcally  oppowd  i 
dtwruuefol  duiiiipi. 
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tliej  now  ondeuvored  more  and  more  to  make  it  Reein  that 
the  specific  interests  of  the  sla>-«hoIdcrs  were  tlie  only  cause 
ot  Ibe  war  and  of  ita  eontiimal  renewal.  We  b&vo  tuul  proof 
eaongh  that  if  this  wore  roally  tho  case,  the  numbera,  vigi- 
lance and  coorogo  of  tlio  foes  of  slavery  \ras  grent  enou^, 
both  in  oongroBs  and  out  ot  it,  to  diaoover  it  and  denounce 
it  Sooner.  Not  onl;  Jackson  but  Van  Bnren  did  not,  in 
this  Case,  play  a  secret  game  with  ench  refinement  of  Had 
that  the  whole  people  allowed  thcnaaelvea  to  be  deoeivod  as 
to  ita  cltaractcr  and  Ha  aim.  It  mu^t  have  awukencd  the 
greatest  anxiety  and  apprebenaion  that  all  that  the  admiiiiS' 
tmtion  and  itfifiulKirtlinatea  l»d  done  here  in  the  aerrioe  of 
ibe  eUvellolderd  liad  been  looked  upon  by  them  entirely  aa 
a  nutter  of  coiirac,  and  that  moru  than  a  suflicibiit  itorlion 
of  the  documents  in  question  oould  hare  been  exposed  to  tJio 
eyes  of  the  whole  people  tevenil  years  hcfuru  there  was  ewa 
on*  p«mm  to  bo  found  v/ho  read  them  with  a  proi«:r  tmdei^ 
standing  of  their  meaning.  This  makes  the  Florida  vrar, 
in  A  certain  ru5)x»:t,  the  extreme  point  which  the  demoral- 
ising influence  of  slavery  reaclicfJ.  It  is  the  strongest  bat 
also  ihc  last  illustration  of  the  tnitli  that,  under  the  pressnra 
ofcoBtom,  even  the  instincts  of  the  people  towards  slarery 
had  bcgnn  to  be  blnntod.  The  slavocracy  had  dragged  the 
Union  for  long  years  into  much  greater  humiliations  and 
mncli  more  grievoos  eins,  hut  never  again  was  it  able  to  mova 
even  a  finger  of  it«t  unholy  liHml,  withoitt  drawing  down  on 
it  immediately  the  most  energetic  denuDciatious  of  tha 
minority  ot  the  north. 

If  Van  Buren  is  not  to  bo  looked  npon  as  the  tool  of  tiM 
davocracy  in  relation  to  the  Seminole  war,  and  in  the  senw 
alleged  by  the  abolitionists,  the  ainse  is  not  to  be  songht  for 
in  the  nprlghtnes*  of  hiii  intentions.  Wlierever  an  oppor- 
tanlty  offere^l,  he,  with  full  consciousness,  never  hesitated  to 
the  CJnton  to  its  service. 
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Ncgotiatiouft  with  Eoglaad  id  relation  to  claims  for  dam- 
ages by  eonie  slavelioldcr^,  had  boeo  pending  kIdoc  tlie  yeui 
ItiiiO.     Oq  tho  25tli  of  January,  1S40,  a  message  of  tba- 
president  aouounoed  that  Du^land  bad  declared  bonolf  pre- 
pared to  pay  fSSiSOO.'    The  satisraction  which  this  aevs] 
must  biivc  alFurdud  thu  eoutb  was  more  than  baUoced  by  tlis 
commnEiicatioa  made  at  tbe  aama  time  that  that  outn  wait 
granteil  to  oorer  two  or  throe  claims  only,  and  tliat,  in  tha 
future,  alt  «uch  claims  would  be  refused. 

Tlie  hidtory  of  theste  claims  is  briefly  oa  follows:  The  ship 
Gurnet,  during  a  voyage  from  tlio  District  of  Columbia  toj 
New  Ortuunsi,  in  1830,  was  vvreeked  uu  the  IJaluuua 
Wreckert  broiiglit,  togetlierwith  the  other  persons,  the  ilav 
who  wens  found  oa  ix)ard  into  the  liarbor  of  Nassao,  wl 
the  English authoritiea  declared  the  slaves  free.  A  cose  aim- 
Uar  in  all  c«£cntta1  roipect:}  hnppened  at  the  samo  place  tu 
the  ship  Knctimium,  In  1S;U.  During  the  following  yBar, ' 
the  authorities  of  IWt  Hamilton  acted  in  tbo  same  way  with 
the  stavm  on  tlie  ship  Enterprise,  which  was  compelled  to 
run  into  tbo  linrbor  by  slr<3.i3  of  weather.  England  fiualljp 
allowed  someuimiiensation  to  bewraogfrom  her  in  the  6rft 
two  case^,  but  refused  it  absolotely  in  the  third.  The  oon- 
trolliog  diScreoco  betwoca  them  was  that  the  latter  bad 
happened  after,  and  tlie  former  before,  the  enuuioipntion  of 
slaves  in  her  West  ludian  possessioTis  bad  token  pUe& 
Oalhooti  endeavored,  in  a  long  speech  in  tlie  senate,  to  prore 
that  England  bad  thus  not  only  contradicted  horiictlf,  hat  had 
also  become  gnilty  of  a  crying  violation  oE  internatEonal  lav.' 
Kot  a  single  vote  was  coat  against  the  nwolutJone  in  wKlob 
he  had  laid  down  his  own  views  on  the  provisions  of  the  law 
of  nations  vhich  oame  into  consideretion  here.*    The  wathj 

'  Det.  of  Cmbt.  .  XrV.  p.  50l 

«C«Ui.'s  Work*.  III.  pp.  482 iO(). 

■Hiu  rosolationt  inn  albarad  soouwhat  b7  Um  ooaiauttes  « I 
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>n  many  occasions  afterwai-dti,  to  inakc  capital 
out  of  this  iinaniraity.'  As  a  Bjmptoai  of  how  n'snting  the 
repreeeottttivea  of  the  aorLh  \rBre  in  backbone,  tliia  unanim. 
it7  was  oertttinly  of  importance,  but  otherwise  by  oo  means 
M  imposing  as  the  south  wished  to  Iiave  believed.  Clay 
sbowctl  how  Palraeraton'a  language  did  not  even  permit  the 
naninption  of  negotiations;  that  the  resolutions  were  there- 
fuiti  aimless,  nnless  it  was  desired  to  compel  the  recognition 
of  the  principles  expressed  ia  tJiem  by  war,  but  that  prn- 
tieiice  reipiircd  that  the  world  ahoiild  not  Iw  too  frequently 
importnned  with  tlie  slavery  question.*  Calhoun  avoided 
^fiDg  a  direct  answer  to  this  argument,  although  hs 
'  foresan'  the  woret  ooasequeuces,  unle&s  England  cnme  to  a 
better  judgment.*  Porter,  of  IjOuiHiana,  wont  still  farther 
thftu  Clay.  JTe  oontested  not  only  the  exj«Klicticy  of  the 
resolutions  hut  also  doubted  their  jU!;tnesK.  He,  indeed, 
found  no  supiwrt,  but  there  waa  evidently  uo  lack  of  those 
wlio  shared  his  opinion,  for  of  fifty-two  senators  only  thirty- 
three  voted.* 

afiun,  but  Bot  in  tbo  point  mcpet  matoriiJ  bam.    th\t.  of  Congiq  XIT, 

*B6ntoaM^;  "Tbia  wut  oat  U  tha  oocaaons  on  vhich  the  ramdlorM 
to  dwrll,  wbeo.  oa  a  qoeition  purely  lediODil  and  ■outhern.  and  wbollj  in 
the  iateieit  of  tiave  proper^,  there  wu  no  diviiion  of  Matimaat  ia  the 
Aiiwrieaa  aenate."    Tlurtr  Yean'  View,  11,  p.  183. 

■DetKofOoner..  XIT,  pp.  IH.  115. 

***  T  olio  believe  that  jiutioc  bu  bceo  witUioM  on  .^rotiiid*  otberljriiR- 
tanabU,  and  which,  if  ponuitnd  inr  mmt  ksd,  in  the  end,  to  the  avowal  of 
a  principUi,  on  the  part  of  QntA  Britain,  thai  must  etnke  a  btU  blow  at 
UiB  peaM  of  tho  two  ooufltriufl;  and.  in  lU  nactioii,  oa  t3ie  Bocial  and  po- 
litick ooaiUtion  of  Oimt  Britain  nnd  the  rettof  Kuiopa."  Oalb.**  Works, 
IH.p.486. 

«Dcb.ol  Congr., ZIV,  p.  118.  When  Ingenoll,  of  fenmjlvania.  laid 
■tnn  on  tlno  ouantBuiy  of  tlie  tdI«  in  tho  hoiue  ot  repMacntaUrM,  aomi;  yeora 
lain-.  Giildinge  called  aU«ntii>n  to  the  fact  that  nineteen  tenafami  had  not 
voted.  Iogw«U  antweiwl:  ""TVy  were  all  prvitfiit."  Oiddingi  MplM: 
"  I   UmI   humbled   under  tha  alliuioD  of   th«  gentiuinan."    Qiddings, 
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Cin;  was  tiuqcestionably  right:  Calbonn  did  liU  own 
ti&aw  a  poor  eernce^  It  must  hare  awakened  peculiar  re- 
flections to  ece  sncli  re&olutioop  "  unanimonsly"  adopted,  be- 
eauso  over  a  third  of  the  eenaCora  sat  with  ek>B«d  uoutbs, 
while  England  roundly  rejected  the  claim*  of  the slavocracj. 
It  moat  have  awakened  jieculitir  refiectiona  to  see  tLid  nbiT' 
ocrocy  which  had  rcoU?,  hitherto,  not  ehown  itself  weak  ot 
nnxiond,  opposing  idle  words  to  England'ij  roroltitig  injaetio^ 
back  oE  which  there  woe  absolutely  notiiing.  If  England'f 
deoiBioD  "iutoi'dictod  nearly  as  effeotually  the  interoonne 
by  soa  between  one-half  of  thia  Union  and  the  other,  aa  to 
tbe  greatest  and  most  valuable  portion  of  the  property  of  tJie 
Boath,a8if  eho  wa&  to  send  out  cniisere  againet  it " — if  thero 
wa.1  qncation  of  a  "ntat  principle"  for  the  sooth,'  waa  thUMJ 
enougliH  Either  thi*  was  a  serioiia  exaggeration,  or  tb^™ 
right  was  not  veiy  certain.  Both  might  be  tho  caEo;  but 
the  very  fact  that  compensation  for,  and  not  the  aorron- 
der  of,  iho  slavci  was  demanded,  mnst  have  nwalEoncd  doubt 
as  to  the  justice  of  the  claim.  It  waa  nnquestionably  cer- 
tain that  England  would  never  have  acceded  to  enob  a  dc^ 
mand.  But  if  Iho  United  States  thought  that  they  miistj 
look  on  the  moral  eonvictiona  of  tlie  Engliah  people  aa  anct 
n  power,  that  they  renounced  euch  a  demand  from  the  6tart,J 
how  important  did  not  Olay's  warning  against  tlio  indil 
erect  importuning  of  the  rest  oE  the  world  witti  the  slaverf^ 
qncation  aeemf  And  if  the  right  waa  not  ao  uiKloobted, 
that  titose  moat  nearly  interested  hnd  ventured  to  oxpnaas 
only  the  wi&h  that  further  Btcp£  should  bo  token  to  enfona 
their  claim;  and  if  the  moral  convictioue  of  the  western 
world  in  relation  to  slavery  were  recognized,  even  by  tiia 
alavocrsta,  as  a  power  to  each  an  extent;  in  what  light  did 
the  stubborn,  enipbntic  luusLi^g  of  the  admin istnitioii  oo 
oompeosation  appcur! 

■  Deb.  of  Coagr.,  XIT.  p.  1 15.         '  Colh.'!  Wttkn  tH.  p.  < 
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Caltioun  did  not  reproftcli  ttie  preeidont  in  tb«  Blightest^ 
find  it  could  not  be  snid  at  him  nor  of  any  otlier  federal 
ofiicep  who  !iad  carried  00  the  negotiations,  that  he  had 
not  done  bii  IwBt  to  witisfy  the  sonth.  Even  when  Becre- 
tary  of  state,  Van  Biiren  had  designated  tliia  affair  as  "  the 
moet  immcdiatelj  proBBing"  baeiness  of  the  embns(;y  at 
London.'  Tjin^r,  l!ie  nmbftMador,  Andrew  Stevenson,  of  Vir- 
giuia,  adduced — eitlier  from  mo/ia  ^es  or  eiitpable  ignor. 
ance  —  obvious  mi  truths,  which  wore,  perhaps,  not  withont 
their  iudueuce  in  causing  England  linntly  to  grant  compen- 
KftttOD  for  tho  aUves  on  the  Cornet  and  Encominm.' 

TVc  have  not  hero  to  iuquim  wlietiier  Uiia  ngsumption  la 
uf  importance  in  relation  to  the  objection  raised  byCalhoun, 
that  England  was  inconsistent  with  herself,  nor  whether  this 
reproach  had  any  foundation.  Neither  have  we  to  examine 
the  general  uiaximaof  intornntional  law.  The  only  question 
which  has  any  itD|)ortanoe  for  us  ia,  whether  the  principles 


■  Giildingfi,  ^MdUB,  p.  41. 

*  Re  writes,  in  DecDmW,  1836,  to  Palm^reton:  "  Hlie  nndmiKned  fcda 
•Mind  that  it  will  onlr  hn  ntwemrr  to  r^fer  Lord  Palmirreton  to  tfae  pro- 
rinooa  of  the  RonititulJon  of  tho  Drtited  8tAtc«,  and  Qi«  lavrt  of  miuiT  of 
11m  (tatet,  to  utiif;  him  of  ihrt  exbtntice  of  tlav^i?,  and  that  slaves  are 
TtKBrdM  KD'l  p[ot«:t«d  lu  propetty;  thnt  by  theao  laws  Ihtre  i»,  in  fnct, 
no  distinction  in  piiniaple  Ix.'tween  piopcctj  ia  pcnoos  and  propertj  in 
Uung>:  and  thntlh?  gav^ntmenttiiiTi!  morv  than  onoQ,  in  tho ciort  Bolomn 
■naoner,  tlctcrmiao'l  that  alavo  kflled  in  tli<  Mrrioo  of  tbv  United  Stoteo, 
e«a  in  a  Btata  af  war,  w»o  to  berPBardwl  tw  pmpi^j-and  n\^lM  p«nons, 
asd  Uu>  goremmcnt  hcH  rwponsiHefortliwrvTilue."  Gi'ldinK*  nsmorited 
in  mpnrer  tberem.  i»  f^^.  in  tho  honsc  of  itTtrMcntfttrres.  that  he,  aa 
duuroan  of  the  MmmJttM  on  cl^mi.  had  to  «a>ijprt  th?  anettion  to  a 
don  euumofttioD,  and  that  bo  found  it  to  be  whrilljr  tmtnM.  "Hibm 
neocds  [of  thin  body  iind  thn  treiunr?  d^partnumt]  ihtxf  Uiat,  in  sraiy 
iMtanoe  whrrc  appticaUon  (or  nich  [>ayTn<^iit  wsm  mad«,  th4>  clfuin  has  been 
nSmtA."  Pp.,  p.  J2.  Ttie  cormollien  of  tfcW  Hosertion  imn  tinrstionod  by 
n»  one.  Sladc>  bod  abndy.  in  hia  gnat  ipeeob  a(  the  I^  luid  20th  of 
JuniaiT.  IFMO,  calleil  attention  to  the  fact,  and  gave  an  exfaanttin  aipo- 
dUn  of  its  histoTjr.    NJlo>.  LXI.  pp.  IS7,  ]»8. 
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oF  iiiternational  law,  applicable,  under  euch  circumstaiiC8%  to 
other  projwrty,  were  also  lo  be  applied  to  slares. 

One  would  think  thut  it  scarce!/  iiM^cd  to  be  now  ex- 
pressly said,  for  l3ie  first  tiuie.  tlmt  whon  tliu  claim  lo  a  right . 
is  to  be  established  by  the  law  of  uatious,  the  totoraatiotial 
law  in  force  at  the  time,  and  not  that  of  some  fonncr  period^ 
Bhould  b«  l!Cj>t  in  view.'  But  this  very  thing  both  Calhoon 
aiid  the  aeoate  overlooked.' 

Wi'  may  properly  raiso  the  question  whether,  at  the  timev 


' "  Tlii*  Idw  is  mutable,  m  eretr  other  role  natinc  on  bomaa  anbbodlr- 
An<l  R  tribunal  i^timiiniTiirt"  -hr~rTint  n  rmrnljlTtl'"  Inir  nf  naHnni. 
]t  Imund  to  tnko  the  law  of  nntioai  of  to-doy,  not  that  of  ■orne  pneriou 
[,-«ii«nibioD  or  picvions  oontuiy.  It  is  a  rule  which  ieptaAs  tar  its  judicial 
forw,  or  to  its  scopptance  aoajodicul  nil«,iiotoo  Iba  o|)iiuon  of  bf  •goat 
aationt  and  at^ite*,  however  po««rfiil,  or  however  wid«  tbetr  donuaien  or 
tba  bme  of  diEir  art«,  their  amu,  or  their  jnrispmdFnoe,  b>at  oo  liie  pni> 
eatl;  cootiDtiing  HUnt  of  Ifl^htting  nution*."  Hurd,  Tbo  Low  of  P>c* 
dom  and  Bondage,  1,  p.  563.  $  &17. 

■CftlhouD  cnnbunpkted  the  poaailnlitjr  tliat  England  nugtit  deelan 
slaroiy  to  bo  ftKtunst  tlie  law  of  nation*,  and  nJnuttcd  lliat  ia  lucb  caM 
the  "act  of  aboliihinir  tlaverr  (in  ber  Wert  liuUaa  poweaBOBs]  cao  han 
the  foTO«  nho  nttributes  to  it."  On  thii  pOMsbililT  be  expreaM*  htnualf  in 
the  foUowiac  nuuum:  "  It  would  nM^uirc,  in  tho  fint  plao^  no  ^hU 
■bars  of  oiTrontcif  for  a  nation  which  baa  Imeu  Uio  grcabat  aUw  deiter 
oncartfa;  a  nation  whiob  bfts  diiin«d  a  greater  aaaabcr  of  AlrirMa  from 
tbdr  oatin)  shorn  to  people  faer  powwdOM  and  to  Mil  lo  otfaen,  ia6 
niath  torvtd.  our  aoceston  lo  porduso  slares  bom  her  aeaiiub  thotr  r»- 
MNDSbanoe,  while  oohnies.  ...  It  woold.  I  repeats  t»iuin  no  uul) 
tBKmbtry  to  tnia  atoood  and  dadan)  that  she  neithrr  had  nor  ooold  haw 
Ibt  ri^t  to  tbe  property  >lie  aold  iw,  nor  oould  m,  witboat  deep  onM 
letain  potaeaaioii.  Wo  all  know  what  and  oooduct  would  be  oaUedaaxav 
IndifKluols.  nuleis,  iadocd,  followed  by  a  teador  ba«k  of  tbe  rnrnhin 
aaoiuy,  with  ao  ample  annpemattoa  lor  dosnses;  and  Iben  is  no  good 
teason  wbjr  it  ibould  be  call^  hy  a  l«aB  hanh  i^pitltri  when  ap[iUi'4  to  the 
eandnctof  natiocM."  CaUi.'sWai)a.  III.  |>p.  470. 47T.  Aooanling  to  this. 
Eaglaiid  would  be  compelled  to  rccoRniae  uhivety  an  an  tnstitctuon  itaiid- 
Ing  under  Uie  protectum  ot  tbe  lair  of  nalioM,  as  looffwit  ^lialedauj- 
wMia.  Thii  ti  a  ttnmg  Olocttatioii  of  bow  tlaTCtjr  andeavoTMl  lo  ofpmsi 
m  priaapte  Ifae  adraoees  of  piogmMive  derolt^iacnt 
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tlere  was  any  international  law  relnting  to  sinvcrj.  TliU 
much  is  iiiiqnestionuble,  tlmt  for  several  tlecadee  it  was  in 
prooeaa  of  far-re»cUiiig  trantifomiation.*  Numerous  trcatJed 
lud  overthrown  tlie  principles  vrhtch  applied  uuirer^allj'  in 
tbe  eighteenth  c«iitiiry  to  the  imjHjrlalion  of  slaves  fruni 
Africa,  add  the  llniioiJ  Sluteti  hou^ted  of  the  important  part 
which  thejr  claimed  in  this  advance.     Even  the  dnllast  mind 

'  Hw  celebrated  deciaion  of  thesupremecourt  of  Uie  United  States  (1S25) 
in  the  cue  of  the  Anldope:  ' '  That  trade  [tke  iluve  trade]  could  not  ba 
oaaodend  m  oooUiuy  lo  Uie  law  of  natioiu  whicli  wiu  [I  nut  u]  autbor- 
ia0d  and  protected  by  the  laws  of  all  oommncial  Datlana,"  is  not  in  oon- 
Set  wiUi  Q»  Titw  «xprM8ed  in  tbo  t«xt  Katliar  do  tbe  fnithcr  declon- 
tiooa  of  the  court  conlinn  it  Wo  rfoA:  "  That  Uio  countc  oE  opinion  on 
Um  dhta  trade  ■haald  bo  UlUOttlcd,  aaghi.  to  «xdtA  no  lucpriiw.  .  .  . 
lliaaNmecif  unexamined  oplnloii  which  wiui  founded  on  tliia  invebtrnvte 
unga,  raceJTed  it<  Bnt  check  in  America  .  .  .  tiio  f^onftml  lentimmfc 
(n  Eagland)  was  at  ieagih  toaaei  ag&inat  tt,  and  tlie  fcvliiii;^  of  jastlos 
and  bimuuiitjr.  reminins  their  Ion;  tml  ^ii^eiKLtiu:)'.  prcrjuliKl  lo  far  in  ths 
Biitah  pnitituncat  m  to  obtain  an  act  fur  iU  ubolition.  Tbc  utmovt  efforta 
of  Uu  Britiah  gonmrnunt,  a*  vAl  as  that  ot  tha  DnitMl  StaUt.  haia  lixam 
b««a  asaiduously  eniploTod  in  lU  wpprOMtoa.  It  ha>  b««n  denonnwd  bj 
Intli  in  terms  of  gtvat  wrprit^r.  and  those  conceni^d  in  it  aie  wldectcd  to 
tke  KveTaA  peaaltiM  which  taw  con  inflict.  In  addition  to  theie  mi>asares 
opemtiDar  on  their  own  pcopb,  thej  have  used  all  thcii  iniluuacu  to  bdng 
ether  nations  into  the  kudo  ajirtem,  and  to  intutdict  this  trade  by  tbu  ooo> 
Mat  <<  all. 

"TViblii'Sfntidcnthiie.  in  both  oountheM,  kept  pace  will)  tim  iiioasumot 
goYernmcnt)  and  tba  opinion  i>  cxtcnxivoly,  if  not  unirereal))'  (.'nt«rl(unfid, 
tliai  this  naoaiural  traffic  ou|[liI  to  be  suppresaed.  While  iU  Jllef^alitr  ia 
uwrtod  bjr  some  gorcmmenta,  bnt  not  admitted  by  all,  whilo  the  detetto- 
tioB  in  which  it  ia  held  is  growing  daily,  and  even  llioie  nations  who  told* 
aM  it  m  bet.  aloMSt  disavow  tbeir  own  oondnct.  and  nitli^r  vonnivd  at 
tlitB  lagalia  tbo  acb  «( tfactr  mbjccte,  it  ia  not  wonderful  that  public  fed- 
big  ihoald  marefa  ■oowwhat  in  ndTanoe  of  strict  law,  and  thiit  opponts 
opioMM  rfioald  be  eatertabed  on  tb«  preciM  cases  in  which  out  own  lawi 
nay  ooatnl  and  limit  tbo  piactloa  of  otli«nt.  Indeed,  wo  ouslit  not  to  ba 
Buifrised,  if,  m  this  novul  series  of  caws,  even  couita  of  jwtice  ibould,  ta 
SOBS  inetanew,  haTC  Gorricd  tbe  priaeapb  of  auppreasioa  further  than  a 
nan  delitiemta  oonnderotion  of  tbo  suhjiX-'t  would  justify."  Wbeaton'i 
Bep^  X,  pp.  114-USt  Cnrti*.  VI,  pp.  3«),  »1. 


eot  laSkrwhtg  oi  mioA  mxdd  neeemarilj  lead  to  the  oom- 
filte  ahnlitiia  o<  d»wry.  WehwnlMkn]  bow  ttnoooditiao. 
Jy  Am  mm  iwngwiMit  jnamfy  a  lh<  Pnited  Slates.  Ths 
•ostk  •ran  wiifcad,  np  to  sod  dmii^die  tliiid  deoMia  of  this 
oentniy,  to  hara  it  befieved  that  it  hoped  for  and  expected 
the  gradcul  extiaedoa  of  akraiy  with  mndi  greater  ooofi- 
oenoe  trDm  im  pnoibitioo  of  nie  iinpurtatioB  of  dani,  dmi 
VM  ever  realljr  the  qmc  AmA  ilthoc^^  in  the  United  Statei 
■Ito^  ft  miniri  mi  nil  oC  *■"■——  ftxee  had  act  in,  jat  the 
■gitilii  u  igainat  Jurwy  rtcaJ^  Im  wf  nd,  that  ia, »  growiag 
mioori^  there  pmsoed  enervrtiaillj  the  eovrsa  ottered  npon 
Igr  the  prohibitioa  o{  the  African  elan  trader  EngUod,  of 
aQ  the  naUoiia  directij  inic^^sted  to  a  great  extent  in  the 
qseatioD,  pn>oeeded  noet  nptdlj  oo  thia  mad.  When  Gal- 
hoan  hdd  befiare  hor  te  eoaditioai  of  things  in  Midafaaraad 
HjodoMtaUt  he  ocl  j  showed  that  the  goal  was  jet  far  dt» 
taoti  bat  did  luit  prove  that  she  had  do  r^fat  to  allow  the 
great  atep  in  advaaee  which  iba  had  taken  in  the  Wtut 
btdies  to  have  a  determlDic^  infitwiiae  ao  what  afae  would 
henoefbrth  zeoognize  u  the  law  of  natiooa  in  thia  tnatto-. 
A  ttmasition  atage  had  been  reached,  oao  which  ooald  not  be 
panaanetitlj  orattinaed  in,  atkd  p-g*-"^  bt^aa  to  adranea 
Cartiier  ia  the  directiou  uf  liie  taodaaejr  already  uniTeraaUj 
adopted.  Ai  ehe  bad  the  most  esteosiTo  colonial  poeaea- 
SODS,  didtribuMd  orer  the  whole  earth,  and  waa  the  greatast 
maritime  power,  acd  aa,  further,  manr  of  the  great  powoi 
had  no  material  interest  not  to  accede  iminediat^y  and  read- 
ilj  to  the  principle  which  Bhe  bad  aeeertad,  there  waa  ao 
dooht  that  she  would,  in  time,  draw  all  the  other  ontiona 
aftorber.  It  mi^b  be  a  long  time  before  that  principla 
wonld  be  ao  generally  raoogaixed  that  it  would  be  Iwked 
upon  aa  a  priociplo  of  intanntioDal  law;  bat  it  waa  oertaiji 


I 


aaaaauTiosAL  law  ard  k^vext. 


819 


* 


that  the  daiin  rniaed  b/Gallioiin  and  tlio  eutiate  would  never 
■gaio  be  oonudered  an  iiiteni!itiund.ubligation  after  Ktjgland 
hai  ooatosted  iU  cliaraelcr  .is  eucli.  'Die  clear  rccuj^uitlua  ut 
this  was  tbe  reaaoD  why  erea  Culhuua  conld  oppoaa  to 
BaglaiKrii  absolute  rvCusal  tiotbliig  biit  a  few  itapotcut  rcAo- 
latJoos.  Tim  necessary  proaurratioa  of  the  priuclplu  by 
wfaiob  he  justified  their  iutroduction  coiJd  have  only  one 
roault —  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  north  gradually  to  tJiu  tnitU 
that  thcspaeiSc  iotunsttfuf  tlieelavocracy  threatened  tolceep 
the  Union  in  the  "  law  of  nations  "  of  n^  irrevocably  gune, 
wfaile^  under  the  influence  of  the  monhl  canscionsneaa  of  the 
tiuMj  a  new  law  of  nations  was  being  developed  for  the  rest 
of  the  western  civilized  world. 

Calhoun  bad  admitted  that  England  wonld  not  have  bean 
obliged  to  make  any  com}iensatiun,  were  it  not  that  the 
Enterprise  wag  driven  by  necessity  into  a  place  where 
England  bad  jariitdiction.'  Ttle  rcftoluiions  cUlmcd  only  that 
■  ship  driven  by  "  nnavoidable  cause  "  into  the  harlwr  of  a 
(riendty  power,  preserved  all  the  righta  to  wbiob  it  was  en* 
titled  on  the  high  auaa;  ibat^  in  such  a  caitu,  the  personal 
Icnl  relation  eetablished  "  by  the  laws  "  hetweeii  the  penwus 
OD  board,  were  under  the  protection  of  the  friendly  power. 
This  might  bo  right  or  not,  but  evidently  it  was  not  a  fonn- 
dacioii  for  the  claim  rai»cd.  The  "exclusive  jurisdiction  " 
Wider  whicli  the  Enterprise  was  on  the  high  aeas,  was  un- 
qtiestioaabty  that  of  the  United  States,  for  die  mailed  under 
die  dig  of  the  United  States;  unce  tlie  individual  states  in 
f^laiion  to  all  foreign  countries  liave  no  flag.  Ilcnoe,  accord- 
itiff  to  Oalhoun^s  principle  and  the  senate's,  England  had  to 

*Oatbencltto(  Rnffluni)  Um  pdndplo  wiu  uantod:    "TBq  ocgnMa  od 
tth»  EntApsiK  luLd.  bjr  snladnii  witliiii  tbe  F.ii4[liib  junulicLion,  ilo> 
LiiffbU  which  tho  local  oourte  wcro  bound  bo  protect. "    In  aatwtx  to 
^Qllhoaa  iem»]ci:    "  Such  certainly  would  liare  been  tlie  ciua  if  they 
h«d beea  fcroo^^kt  in,  OFestat^d  TOttttLtuily."    Warb,  III,  p.  4®l. 
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protect  only  the  pfirsonal  rotations  "  ostablixhod  "  hy  tlie  fed* 
ei-al  laws  between  the  perBons  oa  board.    Bat  eUvety  was  not 
**  eetablubed  "  by  the  Utiioo  but  hy  the  scvej-al  states.    TIm 
coDBtLtatiou  of  the  Unioa  only  recognized  this  "  peculiar  ** 
inatitutiou  of  a  p&rt  of  the  states  oa  legally  binding  through- 
out the  Union.    The  federal  constJtation  made  it  ilio  obli- 
gation of  the  Union  to  ItMik  upon  the  slairea  a»  sJavea,  only  so 
long  M  they  were  found  in  a  part  of  tbe  Uaion  by  the  mu- 
nicipal law  of  which  they  were  slaves,  or  when  Uiey  had  fled 
from  u  slave  state  into  other  states  and  their  surrender  was 
demanded.     It  is  another  question  whether  the  rights  of  the 
Federal  government  in  ^is  respect  eseeeded  its  oonstita- 
tional  obligations.    Congress  had  permitted  the  transporvj 
tation  of  slaves  by  sea  in  shipe  of  not  less  than  forty  tons' 
capacity,  from  one  harbor  of  the  United  States  to  another. 
It  might  have  been  said  —  and  it  wa«  frequently  said  on 
other  occaftiona  —  that  the  Federal  government  had  thusuD- 
dertakcn  the  ubiigntion  to  defend  the  rights  of  thoowncniuf 
the  staves  when  such  a  sliip  was  driven  by  atresa  of  weatlier 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.    This  ooncluMon 
ia,  in  my  opinion,  iudiaputable.     I  mean  only  that  one  should 
not  Btop  at  it,  but  from  ttiis  conclusion  draw  the  further  ono^ 
ttuit  congrces  not  only  had  the  right,  but  ilmt  it  wa«  its 
duty,  to  prohibit  the  transportation  of  slaves  by  sea.    The 
assuming  of  that  obligation  led,  m  the  cme  ia  ootttroreny 
ahowed,  to  thia,  that  the  United  States  had,  aa   regaidB 
foroiga  powera,  to  daclaru  cortAin  persons  alares  aader  con- 
ditioos  in  whioh  the  constitution  did  not  bind  thom  to  con- 
sider tliora  slaves;  that  is,  by  the  assumption  of  tliat  obli- 
gation the  slave  territory  was,  by  a  federal  law,  extended 
tiiB  ships  in  question.    But  the  south  has  not  only  ncn 
been  able  to  name  a  provision  of  the  constitution  in  whicts- 
congress  was  granted  the  right  tJms  to  extend  tho  slave  tar- 
ritoty,  but  it  ena  wished,  in  the  struggle  over  the  territon*! 


on- 
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[n(i8tioD,  to  proro  the  viant  of  po\rer  iii  congress  to  proliibit 

rfavcry  in  the  territoriw,  hy  the  argumeut  that  this  right 

would  draw  aflor  it,  a£  a  consequence,  the  opposed  right 

which  unqiiostionablv  did  not  helong  to  it,  to  introduce  and 

order  the  existence  of  alavcrj'  in  the  territoriea  or  naywhcro 

pelae.     Hence,  the  equitable  con»iderat!oa    tKnt   the  whole 

loiuu  would  be  ojuipuDed  continually  to  expect  to  sec  itself 

itangled  in  psinful,  and  perliaps  threatening,  complica- 

rHuns  and  pnic^edings,  did  not  need  to  be  even  suggested. 

Ijnt,  however,  the  matter  was  not  so  simple  that  it  would 

dlfBcnlt  to  understand  how  even  to-day  on«  could,  in 

faith,  come  to  ii  dilTerent  conchision  in  regni-d  to  the 

astitutiunal  qne<<tioii.     And  if  this  be  true  now,  it  ^^■aa 

incoinparabl)-  truer  then,  as,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  ease,  it 

WM  siinjily  impossible  for  any  American  to  examine  such  s 

^^tieotion  free  frDin  preconceived  opinions  and  entirely  in* 

^BL-{M.'udentof  personal  Feeling.    Hence,  we  should  not,  with* 

^■ntt  any  more  ado,  question  that  Van  Bureu  and  the  north* 

^^m  tenalors  who  agi-eed  with  CalliDUu  were  honestly  oon- 

rinoed  that  they  lutd  only  done  their  duty  in  tliiscase.     But, 

^Bo  hr  as  the  adruinistration  is  concerned,  it  may  be  defi* 

^pitely  said  that  it  did  not  go  beyond  what  it  nsenmed  to 

^be  its  dtity,on1y  because  no  practical  possibility  was  afforded 

it  to  go  fnrtlier.    At  the  game  time^  it  strained  its  influence 

to  the  utmost  in  the  servHce  of  the  Bl».%'ucracy  in  aoue  in 

which  only  tlie  boldest  sophistry  could  discover  the  shadow 

of  an  obligation,  and  in  which  there  was  no  qnestioii  what- 

Hprer  of  a  direct  nialerial  interest  of  peraonn  belonging  to  the 

BHiiieed  States. 

^P  On  the  S6th  of  Augast,  1889,  Lieutenant  Qedney,  oom- 
nuuder  of  the  United  StiiteB  brig  Washington,  observed  a 
*'niapiciou»*'  ship  not  far  from  Cultoden  Point,  Long  Inland.' 
I  boat  which  he  dispatched  after  it  found  the  ship  iu  the 

>8ra  tlH  offldal  i^>ort,  Nila.  LVII.  p.  2S. 
SI 
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poaBeadon  of  ne^jTyiea.     Besidea  the  latter,  tlior©  wore  tw 
wbitea  on  boani,  JosyC  Kiiiz  and  Pedro  Montcz,  frnm  who> 
tteconat  the  following  taettt  were  gleaned:    On  tlie  STth  of 
Jnne,  the  sclioonorL'Aniistad  liad  loft  the  bnrborof  Havana, 
with  the  intention  of  aailing  for  Gnannja,  Pnerto  Principe.^ 
After  some  days,  tho  nojroos,  wlio  were  designated,  in  a  pass-B 
port  Pi^ed  by  the  gnvornor  of  Cuba,  ae  tlic  elares  of  Raix 
and  Montcz,  revolted,  killed  tho  captain  aod  three  others 
whites,  and  directed  Kuiz  and  Montez  to  steer  the  ship  infl 
the  direction  of  Africa.    Tlie  Utter  liad  snooeedod  in  deccir- 
ing  the  negme?  dnring  tho  night  about  tlio  couree  of  the 
ship,  and  in  this  wajr  in  bringing  it  gradually  to  the  oout 
of  Lonj;  Islaad.    On  hearing  this  aoooont.  Lieutenant  Ged 
ney  took  poaeession,  as  a  ''prize,**  not  onl^  of  t}ie  ship  and 
of  the  negroes  oa  board  it,  bat  aleo  of  the  uei^rocA  who  bad' 
gone  on  land,  and  who  were  therefore  within  the  jiiriediction 
of  the  Ktate  of  New  York,  and  brought  tho  L'AinieUul,  wit: 
ilA  whole  "cargo,"  to  New  London,  Connection t.    The 
wliich  was  here  carried  oq  before  the  federal  courts  was 
tretnely  complicated:    Oe<Incy  and  his  aeaoeiatw  claimed 
salvage  money,  Ruiz  and  Montaz  demanded  the  uegroes,  the 
negroes  brought  action  against  tlie  Spaniards,  the  adminift- 
tration  urged  the  eurrender  of  the  ship,  together  with  the 
negKHW,  to  the  Spanish  ambassador,  etc.    "Wo  are  here  con- 
oemed  only  with  the  courae  pnrflued  in  the  matter  by  tlic 
administration.  ■ 

The  district  attorney  of  Connceticut  informed  the  secrr- 
taiy  of  state,  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  tliat  the  Spanish  ropn 
MDtative  had  demanded  the  giving  up  of  "the  ship,  tb 
cargo  and  the  blacks,"  and  was  directed  to  take  care  that  tbe; 
should  not  be  placed  beyund  tbe  control  of  the  executive  b 
tho  conrt.'    On  the  24t]i  of  September,  the  attorney  gQnerai^ 

iTIm  diatnet  rUotoc;  writ«a.  on  Ibo  Mb  of  Seplnbsr:    "  J  wonU  i»- 
tpedbaiXj  tuquiic,  ■ii,  wbetlier  then  are  no  trailj  ttipnktioiu  wiOi  iIm 
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Tolix  Grundy,  of  Tenneesoe,  rooeired  tm  order  to  give  hi* 
official  opinion  od  thccAsc,'  whcrcitg  the  trial  liad  been  beg^uu 
Mc«rly  a«  tho  17th, in  Hartford,''  auil  a  trat  <icciaiou  boJ  beeu 
leodered  by  Judge  Tliompson  on  tlic  23tl.*  Grund/  did  not 
obey  tho  order  until  November,  ille  opiDtOQ  nu  to  the 
e^t  tbat  tltc  6bip,  cargo  and  ncgTo«s  should  be  eurrendered 
vjlbout  subjecting  tUe  question  wbetUcr  ihvy  wuro  tJie  prop- 
erty of  Spanish.  Bnbjects  to  a  judicial  decision,  einco  tbe 
rnited  Sut«s  bad  not  the  right  to  examine  into  the  corrtet- 
ne»  of  the  fecta  stated  iu  Spauiiih  documoute ;  *  that  ttie  pree- 


gnanDent  d  Spab  that  woiild  luittinrixe  (!><)nrEDveiiiinnittoddiTa 
0^U^  op  to  tb9  Spaniuli  auLhorttiea,  wid  if  mx,  whotltor  it  oouM  ha  done  be- 
fanmromirint*?"  Fomyih  aoHwcred.  on  IJie  Ulb  of  September:  "Mr. 
CiUenui'i  ap^ilication  -kHV  be  intmetlinti^Iy  b:aj)Baiitt4>d  Ui  the  pmident, 
lor  Iw  (kcuiou  upon  it.  .  .  .  In  tin-' m^untimi^,  you  mil  tolcc  core  that 
ao  praeeedutit  of  your  circuit  court,  or  of  any  uIIkt  jintida]  tribunal,  pUoa 
tke  Tcwd,  eaigo  or  stuva  beTond  th^  wntrol  of  ike  federal  exccntlTe." 
.Arfcaiucnt  of  J.  Q.  Adiuntt,  pp.  1 1,  12.  Tlio  eecrelAr;  of  state,  thweforc 
eridentlj  Khora  the  desire  of  tiie  distriot  attornef  that  a  treaty -piOTitdaB 
adg^  bft  diioOTtnd  which  would  justify  Uui  imaiudiaU)  sunvuder  of  thit 
I  withootanj  judicial  d«crw.  and  hu  louku  upoa  it  from  Ulq  very 
I.  fact  that  the  negioea  a»  aliLvca. 
ftd  the  AtL  Oen..  m,  p.  484. 

»Nn«,  LVIl,p.  29. 

•Ibid.,  p.  75. 

* "  Is  tlie  intofcoane  aod  tr&u&acttonB  betwiean  natioog,  ithaa  been  foniMl 
ndispMiMbU  tbat  duo  buth  and  cre<lit  »bijuM  Im  giyna  by  «udi  to  tho  offi- 
mladaoi  the  public  futicticmiiiies  of  othera.  ileaoa  the  Henteuce* of  ptini 
Murti  imdsr  the  law  of  nationi,  or  adminlty  and  «xiihequ«r,  or  other  iw- 
enoe  ooorti  ooder  the  mtmidpol  luw,  arc  cotuidexed  as  condiuive,  »■  b> 
Ihe  jaofnetiuy  ioterett  in,  and  title  to,  tlio  thinip  in  qtir^on;  nor  can  thit 
anw  be  csumtBed  into  in  the  judiciid  tribunula  of  another  wuntiy.  Nor 
li  dag  QOnfined  to  JDdleial  proosedinipt.  The  aats  of  other  offioen  of  a 
braga  natioii.  ia  fh«  dischargv  of  their  ordiuar}'  duUe»,  tum  enULled  to  the 
bba  ntftet.  ...  I  cnmiot  atv  any  k-^  principlo  upOQ  which  thn 
^wemoeui  of  th*  United  Statm  would  bA  atithonxed  to  go  into  an  invesU- 
Citkn  lor  the  porpM^^  of  uoci^rtaiuinK  whi^tUer  the  fncto  stutol  ia  thorn 
mm  bf  Ifao  Spai^li  offioen  an  tni?  or  not."  Op.  of  tha  AtL  0«a, 
in.  pp.  485,  488^ 
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idciit  «1ioqM  advise  the  marehal,  in  whose  ctire  the  ship  and 
cargo  were,  to  gire  them  over  to  tlie  pursons  sutliorlzed  by 
tlie  Spnnlsh  ambasiiuidi>r  to  rrccive  tlietn,  in  acoordiuice  with 
the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spalu  of  the  27th  ot 
October,  1795. 

This  article  nine  of  the  treat}-  of  the  97ili  of  Octobo-,  179S, 
treated  onlj  of  ships  and  goods  which  liad  been  rascued  ou 
tlie  high  Bcas  from  "pirate*."'  Uence  the  attunie/  gciiemi 
of  tlie  United  Stattss,  in  uniwn  wtlh  the  Spanish  amhu- 
tador,  wlio  had  al»o  appealed  to  this  ai-ticlv,  look«d  upon 
the  uegroc'd  both  as  pirates  and  kh  jMirt  of  tlie  cugoi.  Botli, 
therefore,  considei-ed  the  proof  required  hy  the  trea^,  that 
the  ricgrtM:*  wi-ro  the  "Icgiiiumtu  proijcrt)'"  of  Buiz  and 
Montez,  produced  in  tliu  pstwport  of  the  governor  of  Cuba, 
already  referrei]  to.  But  both  knew  that  the  passport  hiid 
been  snrreptitioiiRly  obtained,  and  the  negroea,  according  toj 
the  laws  of  Spain,  were  free.  In  accordiuico  witli  a  treat 
concluded  witli  Eujfluud,  the  Spanish  goi-eruiuunt  isouod  a 
decree  in  December,  1817,  which  prohil)ito(l  tlie  importatiotij 
of  slaves  from  Africa  after  tlto  30th  of  ^lay,  1S20.  Nt^r 
imported  in  contravention  of  the  terms  of  thia  decree 
were  to  be  aet  free  without  delay,  and  the  ships  in  quL-s- 


' "  Todot  loa  buqun  ;  memderiot  dft  qualqnkra  antnnUen  que  i^u. 
tiunaehiil)leHiiquitRdoialgnno«iniataaai  aUaniaryM  tnzeKa  ft  algim 
{luetto,  An  una  <ie  1m  doa  potcDciiu,  t»  entasruin  aU  A  la<  '^■^■h-  A 
ttigpl«ad«  en  iUchc»  poerto  i  fin  de  quo  Im  caard«a  7  imUtngrM  inligTa- 
mento  A  ni  ▼ododaro  pnprigtario  liMgo  qM  hidon  oonttar  dabidk  7  fir^ 
naaaetiteqaonaH  IcgitinuipTOpnrdiu]."  Slnt.atL.,  VUI,i>.14S.    Ir'' 
FnutHh  mnOD,  tha  «ronlt"oc  nbben"  itaddal  toibe  word  "pirr.i 
"^aaaoMiU"  ii  nrndervd  "by  "Hnffident,"  and  "prop«rlr"  ■inii! 
madt to tak* tbe  place  of  "lesidma  propned&d."    Of  ootiiw  ot  tin.- 
Mlrw,  ttie  Kagjtiili  ventos  and  tho  8panl«h  Tvniun  bad  ontiraljr 
tone.    Bui  ia  ncootdaooe  witb  Iho  prindplt  that  whnvTiT  lib  «* 
H  tBfOlT«d,  Ou)  fomm  ia  jiwpudy  of  Ulle  or  liberty  miul  gtii  tba  1 
ol  crvctT  dovU  in  lli»  Uw,  tbe  atnet^r  Spaaisli  ««ntoii  wbould  b«  bet*  | 
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tioQ  confiscatod.  Rau:  and  MoqIck,  indeed,  evrora  tltat  wbea 
they  liJid  ''  pureliiiftcd "  Uic  negroes  thej  did  not  know 

itliAt.  tliuj  \f-ei-e  fre&li  fi-om  Africa.*  Bat  it  required  u  groftt 
>dcal  to  attftch  faith  to  this  oath,  for  the  blacks  titid  been 
shipped  only  tvo  inontlis  boforo  £ii>in  Africa,  iiud  did  not 
understand  a  word  of  any  European  tongue.'  Moreover,  tliis 
could  Imve  been  of  im[>ortaiice  only  a&  regards  the  [wnalty 
iiicnn-ed  under  the  lava  of  Spain.  Accordingto  these htws, 
the  blocks  were  evidently  free;  the'  butdicry  of  the  captain 
ftnd  tl)C  crew  was  an  act  of  jiutifiable  necessary-  eclf-defcn«e, 
and  did  not  make  **  piratn  "  of  them,  mncli  Icsa  a  "  com- 

Iniodity." 
The  admiuistratioa  bad  become  a  party  in  the  case,  not 
only  before  it  had  received  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  gen- 
eral, but  oven  before  it  bud  asked  for  it.  Yet  it  did  not 
^  question  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  but  left  it  to  it,  ac- 
eordin^  to  the  decision  it  might  reach,  to  grunt  tlic  demand 
of  the  Spaniah  ambassador,  or  to  provide  for  the  transfer  of 
the  Degroea  to  Africa.  It  gave,  as  the  rea^n  for  its  course, 
the  demand  of  the  Spanish  ambassador;  and  the  latter  re- 
peatedly protested  Uiat  no  court  of  the  United  States  had 
jiirii»*liction  in  the  case.''  In  consequence  of  this  protest, 
tlie  lulmiaistration,  on  the  19th  of  ^'ovember,  caused  the 

•KiU*LVt!.p.208. 

' Tlw  «ii[iieme  oourt  taya  miUdeounon:    "Riiixond  UohUk  ore  prond 

bava  nuul«  Uio  i^rctended  purthue  of  tboM  ncfciooc  witb  a,  full  knowl- 
•d^  of  all  the  cilvanistaDces.  And  ■>  cogent  aod  iixniBtible  ia  the  evi- 
4mim  in  thif  ntpnct,  tlmt  the  dittnet  attomoykua  ftdmiUiKl  in  oprsx  court, 
aiMm  tbe  rraoni,  tlist  tbeto  aegaxe  trace natiro  Af itcuu,  oiul  twently  im* 
parted  into  Caba."    Pstprs"  Bep..  XV.  p,  .WU:  Curti*.  XIV.  p.  162. 

*"B«re  [in  alHtocIram  d'Artptizof  titx  bth  cf  NovmWr,  1S38,  to  Ifor- 
■Ttli]  ii  aim  a  remwuLof  tbeprotnt.  niiich  hai  aoifanobr  been  DULmtainvd 
by  the  [SpoiiMhl  Ic^tioii.  agunftt  Has  right  of  hitj  court  in  thiji  country-  ta 
fSKGMe  JDtudiotion  in  tho  gak.  And  yel  tliiaiiuil  is  mnied  on  hj  the 
•ncnlm.  u  in  punnianoeaf  ademaDd  hy  the  ^niab  minuter. *'  Arpt- 
tuntof  J.  Q.  Adaui,  p.  88. 


diitxict  attoroej  to  file  «  seoood  indictmeDt,  difiering  from 
Ae  first  in  Uiis,  that  then  ns  do  longer  aaj  qoeBlioD  of  llie 
altern&tivtt  of  ofderiBg  the  carrTing  of  the  Heroes  over  to 
AiriciL  Tbe  expUnatioo  of  tbe  motive  of  tbis  change  ii 
iBnuthod  br  tbe  corngpoDdeoee  betiseen  the  weretarr  of 
«tat»  ud  tbe  Spsaifib  nmh—rior.  In  tonw  of  injnrcd  jn- 
WMjeBoe  and  nnapptecisted  virtae,  Fonjrth  remiada  the  un> 
bttsador  that  tite  execotire  and  the  eonrts  had  taken  sides 
mtb  Bnii  and  Uonto  frooi  tbe  be^aing.*  That  ibsM 
geotlomen  bad  bad  to  endue  aome  nspteaBBntneaa,  beeaoie 
of  a  ctTiI  salt  institated  agaioac  tbem,  oonM  not  bare  bcvo 
pferenied.  How  grearij  tbe  administratioa  hmented  tlii«> 
^ipeand  dearir  eoongh  bora  die  bet  tbat  it  had  appointMl 
tbe  district  aUoraeT*  l^al  eoan^l  to  TloU.'  Tbe  luagtiu- 
nimitj  of  the  admioietratioo,  boweTer,  went  farther  jeL 
Spite  of  tbe  ingratitode  which  it  had  receiTcd  from  the 
^lantsh  ambassador,  it  oonTiQaed  to  faibor  with  incfeaied 
energr  to  deliver  the  nnfortaoate  bbck  game  into  the 
h&ndi  of  their  eneouea.  A  United  Stales  abip  was  kept 
in  leadineesto  take  the  negroes  toGab^assooa  as  the ''an- 

""IheandewitawlcsnnOwnchitth»<0lBiWMk*li0KwiUwttli»niiHf 
teaMsitiooortlw  Obente  d*Aivu>  Id  tl»  Ckl  Ibat  villi  tbe  a^ 
inHiliiiii  iiflhii  iiiiliiw  ifcltaSan  to  wMA  linn.  Hontea  aad  Rais 
bate  ben  Buhjtctedia«aB«n—e»otthtcifJ  MMtiMtilatod  agMJnatthen. 
dL  tfae  tmoecdiacs  k  tte  mAte;  «■  the  put  btxh  o(  tbs  •xooBtiM  and 
ttM  jmLcuI  tmadMs  of  tt^m^.i  .  *,  i— ~  t>.^  ^TrfmiHhHffarB  Iht 
MaaBptic  (!)  that  these  pgr— i  ahae(t>  were  liie  partiM  st»ne»ed;  ud 
OiittvfWHtotesaRaDavaf  thflpeofattTins  ibaadediiieuiKmi 
miotiGs^''    rflnr4to4'Aivwhf>eaaaiberI%l83iiIlnaMPp.8!).aOi 

>r«mr|htod'Aifik:    *- Tte  oO^  aads  Is  tibat  pmoa  (Ban)  of  Um 
airios  wmi  wmttaam  at  Ibe  diibiot  attsocT.  wm  &  invoc — ut  ratbdr 
Bialas*OBsaDS— lOKaitvaiMtllM  pnmBotof  tfas  Gnited  SUtea(I]  lo 
mtgtt  M  a  priT«te  Higrtoa  hgtaeeu  iriyefcal  m  tecgn  itatw."  Ibid., 
^SO.    fbr  otder  was  donbdM  tpy  sgrwaMs  to  HalaUid.  for  be  wptw 
antlw«IAorSepCamb(T.  1K»:    "  I  ■teMectaeD^if«i«tthattbtw— 
orily  Uaebt  «boaU  CiU  tsto  Ibe  bndial  tbe  afaditkMMl^  with  afaiw 
BstiDriafilbd.*'    Maa.a(  J.aAdaM;X.|iLan. 
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1  **  order  of  the  conrt  mnde  it  possible'  The  naval 
rs  u'ho  had  ecizod  tbo  AmUtad  were  to  go  U'ith  them 
u  witneB^es.  Profound  silence  was  eommandvd  to  bo  ob- 
Berved  on  these  orders,  to  the  end  diat  no  one  might  find 
lime  to  interfere  willi  their  execution.^  The  district  attorney 
was  Inetructed  uot  to  delay  it  out  of  regard  fur  a  possible 
appeal.' 

The  district  court  did  not  meet  the  expectations  of  the 
Imtnistration,  and  the  dislrict   attorney  appentod  to  the 
trcuit  court.     Failing  here,  also,  the  adminiatration  brought 
the  matter  before  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States.* 

'  '"nw  S|i&nuih  roinMt«r  havin;;  tippliiv)  io  iKU  [irtAte]  di'pnrtftirat  for 
the  iwe  o(  a  Tea*"!  of  the  Tlui'ted  fllatea,  in  the  <>Tent  nf  Hip  tlwininn  of  the 
diDirit  ooort  ID  the  case  of  the  Amistad  boin^  &ivorab1e  to  bis  former  appU- 
calraa,  to  ooovb;  the  acgro^  to  Cul>&,  for  tins  purpoM  of  Wmg  dclircwd 
mr  to  the  uithoritiei  of  Uiot  wtand,  the  preiticlitiil  hu.  aurevtily  lo  yoor 
pimrwlinn  IaIccb  in  conneetian  vith  the  rcqoett  of  the  Spuiinh  mininbr, 
ordored  a  reaael  io  bo  in  readiaen  to  roceiTO  the  aegnt*  from  the  ciutodj' 
of  tbc  manhaJ  u  toon  u  thoir  dolivury  ahull  havo  bnmt  onlered  bj  tha 
ooort,'*  I'onjlb  tothaDiftnclAtlorDCj,  JanuurC,  ItUDi  Aigumentof  J. 
Q.  Adams,  p.  65. 

* "  The  Toael  dtftinnl  to  convoy  tho  negroftt  of  tha  AmiBtad  to  Cuba,  to 
bo  onkzud  to  aooltor  off  the  port  o£  New  Uxvdu,  CunuvcLIuut,  m  <nu\s  lu 
tha  lOtb  of  Jiu»i£i7  BUt,  and  be  in  readioeK  to  leouve  mid  ae^Foea  tram 
Um  rnanhal  of  th*  U.  S.  .  .  .  Li«nteiuuit«G«liiejaiid  Ueadc  toboof 
dend  Io  bold  Diitaisches  in  icadben  to  inoceed  >□  the  same  remftl,  tor  tha 
poipoM  of  ftflbodtBg  their  iMlimony  it)  any  prooeedinsra  that  maybe  ordeied 
bythonuUiocitievof  Ciibain  tbcm&tter.  'llicacordcrB  should  boKireuwith 
NpMial  inttmetiooi  that  tbe;  ons  not  to  bj  conimiinicsLtcd  toanyooB." 
MflaKBandam  of  tbo  Sdcwtary  of  Stat^  to  Iho  Socf'^tarr  ol  thi!  ^t,rj,  Jaa* 
oaiT  2, 18«0.    Ibid.,  p.  76. 

***...  tf  tfa«  di^ciiioa  of  the  ooiirt  bo  xugIi  aa  i*  antidpAtod,  tho  or- 
der of  tbo  pnxideiil  it  lo  bo  curied  uilo  ex<Kution,  uitl-:-4)  mi  api^ul  is 
Ktnallj  uteqioKd,"  and  he  is  "  not  to  ta^«  it  (or  gnLDt«l  that  it  wHX  be 
inbBipoaed."    lind.,  p,  79, 

•  "  I  iitquired  of  liichaid  IVtcrt,  thu  reporter  fof  th«!  i»ipr<>nin  cnurt],  U 
thien  bx)  ^Tor  boca  a  com  in  which  the  execotiTo  of  the  United  Stat«s  hod 
■mIi  them  paitiea  to  a  suit  nffitintt  ioiUviduala  at  tJie  iiutiKutioii  of  a,  for- 
iigH  BunMeff.    He  itnetr  but  of  one  cuaei,  aud  that  wua  one  oS^ectio^  tha 
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t\ut  eyes  of  the  wliole  country  wwiv  now  directed  willi  in- 
iense  gaze  to  tLnt  body.  Eveiy  reader  of  the  iien'spapcrs  «■*» 
Kcquaiutcd  n-itli  tbc  cuse  of  tlie  Aiuistad  nvgrua,  even  in  tlie 
smallofit  details.  The  organs  of  tJie  administration  treated  tlio 
matter  oh  a  [mliticHl  party  (question,  in  which  nil  the  urthmjox 
were  boiiud  to  blindly  foUoiv  their  leaders  thnjugh  thiek  and 
thin,  but  they  met  witli  decided  opp^xiition  in  tlie  party  itHslf.' 
The  opponents  of  elnvery  snintnoned  tJicir  cntiru  strength  tn 
Bttvf  the  (wuiitry  from  the  disgrace  of  a  triumph  oE  the  ad- 
ministratiou.  Despite  the  burtheiiof  UDiuterniptadoontestfr 
in  the  honH>  of  reprcfientatives,  under  whicli  tlic  old  man 
groniicd,  Adamii  mis  induced  tu  defend  the  cauKC  of  tho 
blackn.  Imposing  are  the  timidity  and  anxiety  with  which 
he  approAclicd  hiu  reajionftiblc  task,'  aud  imposing  Uio  holy 
anger  with  which  the  much-ignored  and  mach-oontemned 
ex-pn»ident  tiocit:i«d  the  then  possessor  of  the  jtresidential 
cliair  of  having  volnntarily  prostituted  himself  as  a  passion- 
ate  adrociite  of  a  piece  of  etiorniotis  injnt^lict:,  whidi  wnnid 
he  a  spot  on  the  honor  of  the  nation  that  oould  not  be  wiped 
out.  IliB  Bpetxh,  which  lasted  eight  liours,  was  not,  by  any 
means,  a  ntasterpiece  of  forensic  olofinouoc,  but  it  was  more. 
The  jMitriot  trii»l  mimhvrlcsH  times  in  the  fiunaoe  of  party 

pcxxmal  pririle^  oE  tli«  minister  himMU."    Men.  of  J.  Q.  Adams,  X.  p. 

404. 

< "  Tbo  pomf^ol  terirw  of  llie  AmUtad  caso  .  .  .  wta  pabEA"! 
with  a  blowQ-btftdder  puff  in  the  '  Qloba '  of  Uic  —  ioetaut.  It  u  Icnown 
to  haw  been  wntt*a  by  PidWBt.  the  member  of  the  hoaw  from  Sontli  Oont- 
lina.  In  tlie  'Npw  York  ETeninu  Post,'  aa  adiniiualr»two  p«p«r,  tber- 
was  pubtuhcd  VI  niuwr  to  il,  ably  written,  by  Theodore  Sedipridt,  Jr.  I 
liad  ipoken  to  Mr.  S«lh  M.  Gate,  to  get  op  applicationa  to  the  oditon  of 
the  ■  Nalianal  Inl«.'ili«*Dcar '  and  ttie  '  Olobn '  to  repubUsh  the  articlfi  in  tfc' 
'  Kvetiinic  PoH  '  in  tht'ir  pa{m«.  Hr.  Leavitt  t«ld  ms  he  had  n>qa«iUd  it> 
publKob'm  ill  botfa  pnpt-n.  and  had  bwn  ntfoaod.  I  advisesd  him  le  g«( 
tite  Kfusal  in  writijuf"    Ibid.,  X.  p.  408. 

*"0  hoUBhull  I  do  juetioo  to  thiscoMand  totheMmen?"  Ibid.,  X, 
p.88». 
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adutimj,aiid  always  found  genuine,  Cbe  last  great  represent-, 
Ktiv€)  of  the  period  of  the  wnr  of  IiidepeDclence,  implored  the 
coart  wliicLj  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  the  fathera, 
should  be  the  i-ampart  of  juBtica  lod  tliercfoie  of  freedom, in 
the  free  republic,  not  to  surrender  itself  to  the  tinboly  spiiit 
the  day.     And  his  hope  wa«  not  deceived.    The  conrt 

>nouooDd  it*  judgment  on  ibo  9Lb  of  Mai^'h,  1841;  the 
negroei)  of  the  Amistiul  were  free.' 

PivB  days  before,  Van  Buiwi's  presidency  nnd  the  snprom- 
cy  of  the  democratic  parly  liiid  come  la  a  cIokk,  Adams' 
epeeeli  nnd  the  judrrment  in  the  Ami»tad  case  were  the  part- 
ing salntatiotiK  which  nccompjuitwJ  tlie  otdy  too  well  experi- 
iced  "log-rcdler"  into  private  life     All  his  endi^avors  to 

lie  forth  from  it  again  and  enter  upon  the  great  stage  of 
political  life  were  destined  to  remain  fruitless.' 

'  Bot  this  was  net  the  la«t  that  tb<>  p^ple  h^aM  of  th&  Amiatad  n^grom. 
logcnoQ.  oFFetinEylT»ua(!}.  tho  cliainnaii  gf  tbo  committee  on  foreign 
alUm,  RilnduoMl  h  trill,  in  1841,  into  the  hoiiK  of  roprMontativoa, accord- 
lag  Rda  and  Monbe^  a  oompensatioD  of  |70,00<l.  Giddinjn  placnl  Uin 
annanpled  audad^  and  bawn^aa  uf  this  motion  in  k>  ctoar  a  li^lit,  that 
both  ball  and  repwi  were  laid  on  th«  table,  and  no  ono  dared  to  call  th«D 
op  accain,    Giddmsn,  Sp.,  pp.  T^&6. 

•  1  UaTp  vndraro<T<l  in  tlii*  chapter  to  i«lnte  ihe  dociimftntary  htrtoiy  of 
the  alavrry  cjaFstion  during  Van  Bunni'a  adminbtnttiDii.  The  rmdcr  maj 
eoinpare  the  jiiil^h>iit  on  tliis  nil^tvt  of  an  tnSiii^ntiiil  fellow>actor.  Bnn  - 
lOa  writes;  "Uia  |Viu  BuKa'sl  adinininlntJoa  vriu  wufpcious  to  the 
gmml  haimonj,  aad  pmmtB  a  period  of  rvmarkabk'  mnnption  from 
the  wdional  battonMM  which  hod  to  much  ofllict/'d  the  Union  for  »me 
jpcuabetcm — aiid  «o  ntDch  more  Mrclr  nnco.  PmLltfiil  tu  the  Mcaiiniratu 
esfRMed  ID  hk  inaupiral  addiess,  be  h?Id  a  firm  and  ev-n  coiirsfi  be- 
tvwn  Mctaooi  aad  partini  and  paMcd  throoKh  hia  torn  without  olFeiuK 
la  tha  north  « the  anilb  on  thftni^cct  of  tlaverj."    Thirty  Yean*  Tirv, 
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CHAPTER  V. 

VAN  BimEK*3  I-RESIDEKCT. 

m.    The  Feesidential  ELEcmoir  op  1840. 

The  iinpreaaion  mado  63^  the  slavery  question,  daring  dii 
lut  preceding  years,  was  great  enough  to  permit  it  to  pUr 
some  part  in  the  presidential  election  of  1840.     Bnt  it  haJj 
no  influence  00  tlie  defeat  of  Tun  Burcti  uiid  of  the  dcoi' 
ocratic  partj.    Often  as  tlie  president  had  been  called 
contempt  "  the  northern  man  with  southern  principles,"  1 
catalogue  of  sins  in  the  campaign  Bpeeehcs  of  the  leading^ 
whigs  have  nothing  to  sajr  of  his  ecrviceablenoss  to   th« 
slavocrncy. 

What  the  opposition  trumpeted  abroad  was  the  finnndu 
mi&iDauftgciudat.  If  we  were  to  attach  faith  to  the  char 
of  the  most  z&alons  party  organs,  this  mismanagetnent  was 
certainly  unpanilleled.  They  aaeerted  that  Yan  Baren  bad 
heaped  on  the  nation  a  debt  of  $31,310,014,  which  now  had 
to  be  funded.'  The  aitoation  appears  in  a  very  different  i 
light  in  the  statements  of  the  men  who  wonld  not,  a«  Ihej 
should  not,  have  arranged  their  data  to  produce  u  effect 
for  the  moment.  As  "national  dciit,"  Virebster  designated, 
at  the  end  of  1S40,  only  the  W,500,000  in  treasury  note«,' 

'  "This  ittbe  DOtioiMl  debt — the  If^acjr  of  Van  Burenifm.  ktr.  Evintr 
i:aUB  it  M  ngliUy.  H«  reoominaadt  tliat  it  W  loaded.''  "  Wo  wt*h  u^ 
owiDiu  the  thouiihla  of  all  rexl^n  to  one  great  point,  this  wook — the  con  — 
dttioa  of  th«  U  niloii  SUtM  ttDAforj,  and  th*  anMnt  of  Mr.  Van  Buren*  *■ 
naUonal  debt,  bu  Ickicj  to  the  people — moce  than  thtrty-oao  nuIboaL  *  ' 
Itaii  and  Kverii]  ollwr  ulmort  UWi^-sovndinff  dcotuatfatt  dtpd  hf  Wo«d- 
baqrtDbbRpL-xhvf  the  ICtb  of  Joa»,  ISil.    WritJi^i,  1.  pp.  I8i  IM* 

*8tatMB.'a  Man.,  n.  p.  I2&2. 
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fwhich,  nocordhig  to  the  message  of  the  5tli  of  Deceiiibor, 
were  fitill  oHlstaiiiling.     His  charges  culminateil  in  the  re- 
proacli,  that  tbe  adminiBtration  had  expended  ^-early  nearly 
eight  millions  over  aad  above  its  regular  receipts.    The  ex* 
cess  of  expenses  over  and  above  ioconie  was  oorered  by  tlie 
capital  prerionsty  acciimvilated;  bat  now  this  vrascouftumed.' 
^K Hence,  an  yet,  he  knew  nothing  of  a  ^vast  debt"  which. 
^■Lad  to  be  boruo  oven  now,  but  was  only  of  opinion  tliat  evi- 
^ftdf^tly  the  country  was  on  the  eve  of  btiing  liurllicned  with 
^Kfiuch  a  debt  in  case  it  continaed  to  act  as  it  had  liitlierto.' 
And,  in  addition,  he  declared  that  he  wislied  toconlinc  him- 
self entirely  to  figures,  and  not  to  inqnire  whether  the  ex- 
petuKs  which  bad  been  made  were  '*  reaeoaable  or  unreasoo- 
^■able,  Dece«eary  or  nnneoessary." ' 

The  defenders  of  llie  udiuinietration  were  nndoabtedly 

right  in  calling  this  course  ot  procedure  iiupmper.     But  In 

what  did  its  guilt  con&iet,  if  tlie  ontlay  wa»  reasonalile  or 

neoo6Kary.    Tct,  on  account  of  tliege  expenses,  the  admiaistra- 

^—^  tion  was  plaued  in  tlie  criminal's  dock,  luid  Cbo  expeosea  were 


I 


■  EfCB  in  a  t|)eecb  of  tbe  :iOti)  of  March.  IMO,  ba  had  g^in>ii  moD>  min- 
ato  expamoa  to  Haa:  *'  The  «U  millions  maerrcd  uader  bho  di.-p:<sit  law. 
Ota  nine  mHUcina  aiterwardi  nitlibold  fram  thestatei,  thn  fivo  niilliom  ts- 
e^«»d  from  thii  ban):  —  all  thcM  wtrc  funda  ptVTioustjuquired.  and  dotm 
of  tbem  anj  part  of  the  ttw^Xar  iacome  of  18ST,  \&&  or  1839.  All  tbe 
IncAme  and  iCTeime  el  thme  feora  bun  been  expradisl,  and  thpM'  iw^atj 
ULiUioos  man.  "Om  gmucal  state  «f  tlw  tmamry,  uaH  thi;  tiLitory  of  kv- 
eaaa  ud  expenditut*  for  thp  la£t  thrw  yeare,  may  well  awoken  nf  t.-nbon. 
We  han  no  twenty  millions  niotw  ia  cnb  to  ^  to.  Our  GLpibil  is  ex- 
panded. Tltf*!**  will  l»  two  milliona  aiid  a  half  Aof  ftom  the  Bank  of  tbo 
VttiM  SlatM  in  September,  asd  them  ii  a  aroaU  balftn«»  riill  due  from  Uw 
deptxit  bauka,  both  together  not  exo^ilinjr  Uiree  miUJon*  and  a  half;  aaA 
for  the  leat  we  ue  to  cvly  on  tbe  luni&l  Mnmei,  the  cuttotu  hoase  an)  Um 
Itadollicak"    Weh)L*BWarkB.IV.p.S48. 

*"  Wbatstatoof  thintft  istiiat?    Suppose  it  should  go  On.    Doeaaot 
*^tcj  man  M«  that  we  hnvo  a  vttit  <k-bt  imiucdiiUtly  before  uaP  ** 

'  WebA-'s  ■Wort*.  V.  pp.  42.  +1. 
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used  tu  serve  as  proof  that  the  president  was  anwortliy 
reflection. 

Tlie  answer  which  the  spokeemeii  of  tlie  adtninistratian 
gave  to  the  qaestion  whioli  WohAtor  had  failed  to  diseusa,  fl 
tratiiffornied  tint  crown  of  thurna  into  u  lialo  of  gliTj.  When 
the  oj»pxsitloii  cotilnisted  Uie  regular  iiiooinc  of  the  govtru- 
ment  with  its  aggregatt'  ex(icna<s,  Beotua  deducted  frotu  the 
laUer  cightveti  different  cla&eoe  of  expeiues,  as  c.'ctrwyrdi- 
nar^' expenses,  and,  in  this  way,  latiniated  that  the  "real 
expuiiectf  " '  would  Iiare  amounted  not  to  $37,000,000  or 
$39,000,000  l)ut  to  only  $13,500,000;  that  is,  to  $1,300,000 
le^  tliati  was  reqnii-ed  according  to  the  opposition,  on  the 
hypothesis  of  economic  admiaLdlratioa.*  Tbttt,  indeed, 
elianged  nothing  in  tlic  fact  th&t  twenty  and  odd  uiillious  of 
the  capital  previou&ly  accumulated  had  been  oonauuied.  But| 
in  oppoaitiuu  to  thia,  Woodbury,  Van  Buruu'a  tocrotory  of 
the  treucury,  Bkowed  that  the  couiprotnide  tariff  luul  cniued 
a  &dlit)g  ot?  in  the  cualoms  receipts  of  from  $-^0,000,000  to 
$50,01  H>,t>0O.' 

Wliat  conld  iho  massea  of  the  people  do  with  thoee  con- 
tradictory oceoimts  which  differed  from  each  other  like  dajr 
and  nigbtt  In  Benton's  eighteen  oladde^  figured  the  pahlie 
buildings,  indemnitioB,  pensiooBf  fortifications,  pardiueB  of 
arms,  oo«£t-aurvey)e,  tlio  paying  back  of  ille^lj  ooUeetoil 
dntiee,  increase  of  the  flet:t,  the  building  of  liariiont,  bridges. 
roads,  etc.  What  practically  valuable  meaning  h.-wl  tlie  olaim 
that  rbe  "  real "  yearly  expense  amounted  to  only  $13.£00,00<rl 
And  in  what  way  was  tlie  reduction  of  the  on^toui  nsodjju 

^  Anotbrr  time  be,  man  oomcUjr.  call*  tbem  "  Mdiaacj  and  paroMtd 
taftwei." 

•IM>.  0*  Otrnge.,  XIV.  pp  1»*-I31 

*  "Ont  foitr  inillkMw  Df  nrrrrDiw  which  wouM  otfarrwiaa  havp  Mxiwi  I 
hwftaltDbMa  ivtinqnuhed  and  reduovl  by  (lualtMation  in  thpf«n(f  ^ 
1832  wkI  ISSL"    WriU.l.p.l«:  p.  177.  bCM]r>;    **  Fort;  ui  EUl;  ibJ<- 
kms." 
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of  from  $40,000,000  to  $50,000,000  to  be  placed  before 
the  great  forum  of  citizen*  having  the  right  of  suflhigel 
The  opposition  could  ccrtainlj"  not  be  mnde  responsible  for 
this  reduction,  since  the  coinpraraise  tariff  was  wrnng  from 
it  only  amid  its  loud  complaints  under  the  high  preAsiiro  of 
tiio  niilliiiciiUon  of  South  Carolina;  ami  the  adniinistratiou 
wonld  luire  called  don'n  Ore  and  brimstone  fi'om  heaven,  if 
the  compromise  tariff  was  to  be  again  exchanged  for  the  tariff- 
laws  exi^tin^  Iicforc  iL'  But,  on  the  other  hand,  what  means 
bad  the  iidirti  nisi  rat  ion  to  ini-ct  its  expenses  if  congrees  did 
not  take  care  to  procure  more  inoonio,  and  yet  were  not  to 
lue  the  ciipital  on  hondl  How  coiiM  the  adniinifitration  be 
called  to  account^  becauw  the  appropriations  inwle  by  con- 
gress so  much  exceeded  the  i-eguUr  receiptsl  In  the  year 
IS37  ulono,Che  appropriations  madn  by  txingrcss  cxccfdcd  the 
estimates  snbmitted  by  tlie  adrainistration  '  by  J1V,000,000. 
It  was  evident  that,  at  most,  it  was  the  party  and  not  Van 
lioren  personally,  that  waa  responsible  because  the  regular 
leocipts  and  expenses  were  so  ^r  fmm  being  in  cquilibrinm. 
But  to  make  tlic  dcmoc»^ts  alone  respunsiblo  therefor  liad 
its  difficulties.     Benton  and  Wuodbnry  asked  what  appro- 


'Itk  bowerer,  dniivtl  «om«  conaidersible  cliansea  In  Ihe  tariff.  Benton 
otinsd  on  an  uetive  ablation  for  tpMiGc  inrt<yad  of  aj  nahrtm  dntiM. 
ACDonltTiii  to  tlie  rrrpatt  of  Uir  spcretary  of  the  treasurr,  the  iliffcrunt  m- 
brprvtation  giren  to  the  ic^  promiona  on  the  mi  rtiUnvm  dntim  by  iin 
jaigtt  and  tite  o£oen  of  dutom,  cnutod  titc  gonmatni  u  loa  of  orec 
ISiO0O;00O  between  1333  and  IR'%4.  Tliiily  Tenn'  View.  II,  p.  189. 
The  want  df  d«inim«  of  Hio  tariff-laws  l>  to  tbia  hour  n  «tandin)r  and 
weU-jnwmdM  complaint  of  Amrrioui  mprcbanta, 

Aaotbei  enl  mt  that  Ihn  old  pnviidoiui  on  dntrbsflln  on  certain  aitidei 
«C  inipoii  oootiaued,  wliile  the  duties  thenuielrai  underwent  m  larffe  cedac- 
tioD  Vt  (!>■)  ooiapronuie  tariff.  Ths  coonKjDence  wa§  that,  for  instaaoe. 
in  Um  ewe  of  importM  a'ugat  tlie  drawbacks  in  1897  amoanW  ta  $861.71; 
inI638.  to$12.G90;  anilinl839,  to*30.1&(.3T,  mora  tfaiui  th« datiM  Uiem* 
mW«  ■nMontE'd  to.    Thiily  Tcon'  View,  II,  p.  191, 

■Woodbor;'!  WriL,  I,  p.  137. 
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priation  t)ic  opposition  hod  opposed,  wlint  one  it  wished  tn 
oppose  now,  whieh  one  it  would  not  rote  over  again.  And 
no  answer  was  givon  to  tie  inquiry. 

Any  cue  wlio  takes  the  trouble  to  look  through  the  end- 
leee  debates  on  the  financea  and  the  documents  rclitUng  to 
the  matter,  mmt  become  connnced  timt  in  this  respect  w«8 
a  declivitous  path  gone  over  at  a  rapid  rate,  during  Yao 
Buron'e  administration ;  and  the  president,  aa  well  as  his  cab- 
inet, was,  l)jr  no  means,  free  from  all  giiilt  in  the  pi-cmices. 
The  truth  lav  between  the  clmrgee  of  tho  oppoeitiou  and  the 
aelf-laudation  of  the  administration  and  ite  parti^ns,  bnt 
the  fopiiiop,  however,  were  a  greater  and  boldup  exaggeration 
than  the  latter.  And  it  vmi  not  only  ineqiiitnMo  bat  UD- 
wiso  to  pitch  the  battle  eong  in  a  key  altogether  too  high. 
It  was  rot  before  the  door  ot  the  executive  alone  that  there 
was  need  of  eweepiug.  Weighty  voices,  in  botli  parties,  inti- 
mated that  tho  dirt  was  liighost  before  the  door  of  congress. 
It  wai  precisely  the  moat  bold-fronted  partiuana  ot  the  ad. 
miiii»tratioii  who  dieuirbed  this  heap,'  and  tho  opposition 

'  CambrclonSt  tlio  Icodei  of  the  iv]miDialiatiun  put;  in  the  liovMit  made 
a  ruport  iw  uhiummn  of  the  wmmiUee  ora  wnys  and  moans,  on  tba  S4tb 
o{  JoQiiuiy,  1S31>,  in  which  we  read:  "The  l^ialativc  espeuea  a(  lite 
Federal  garemmeat  for  tlie  first  ten  yean  w«re  anntiallf ,  OB  an  avenue, 
about  IITI.OOO;  tliu  «pprOijriftt^<)iis  far  the  yair  18S5  were  $982,000.  A 
put  cf  tiiis  lias  amen  troiu  the  increaRQ  in  the  number  ot  momben  ot 
t^DgrsBi;  but  tho  mrMt  estnivagnnt  incrpaso  hasoocorred  ia  ttlflCOntiiiKfnt 
expCD»4  of  IraUi  houMM.  In  Uw  &ni  bin  yean  those  did  not  amfflint  to 
mare  tliati  $10,0)0  onauaUy;  wfaile  the  appropriatiotu  for  tha  paifc  ytmr 
vers  $37:j,1^00.  AlUi«ui;l>  uuder  Uie  iiDineJiute  obuervatioa  aod  exdante 
oontjol  o(  •jongeesa,  there  'a  no  branch  of  tho,  pablic  icTTice  vbera  thoro 
luu  bOQU  moro  abusn  and  uttraraKnncc"  Ddb.  ot  Congt,,  Xlll,  p,  T3S. 
The  tioiide  of  reprcaentativcB,  -vrbich  bod  two  hundred  aod  forty-lwo  taaa- 
bcw,  uonrtumed  from  1S37  to  1-SJ9  $ii9,">14.7.^  for  itationury;  that  is  $237 .2V 
per  member.  U  ii  *aid  t^irt  &ft«ei)  ban'eU  o£  ink  wok  ooasumed  in  witl- 
ing. Four  inkitaiiilit  par  capita  yinv  conauiuiHi;  and  one  tfaoututd  Iwcs 
bondnyi  and  aerenty-t'wo  penknives  or  bA2  by  each,  pcuson.  Latter  pi^NV 
to  tlw  amoanb  of  $M,  and  setding  was  \o  tho  amount  of  $16  p«r  mflmbe-. 
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did  not  cron  attempt  to  cast  the  blame  of  it  ou  tlte  reining 
p«r^  alone.  The  person  who  gave  the  eubject  any  ix-floctiort 
could,  therefore,  soon  eay  to  bim&cif  tbnt  tlie  injurj  neoea- 
earil/  lay  deeper  than  iu  the  lax  govemmc&t  of  Van  Buren 
and  his  inhiiBtoiB.  Bat  it  would  spcm  that  no  one,  at  the 
time,  thought  long  enough  to  reach  the  conclusion  that  both 
partica^  by  the  ^vbolo  maaner  In  which  they  handled  the 
financial  ([iiestion,  emulated  eacli  other  in  promoting  the 

ilDOfit  luxuriant  development  of  the  fundnmentiil  cause  of  the 
fil.  The  more  boldly  men  went  lo  extremes  in  opposite 
diroctione,  the  more  diflicult  did  they  make  it,  not  only  for 
tlie  people  to  come  to  a  rational  and  well-founded  judgment 
ou  the  ditualioD,  but  also  the  more  imjjossiblo  did  they 
make  it  to  fix  the  rraponsibiliiy  on  definite  personagips.  The 
oonntry  groaned  under  the  applause  and  tjie  hiseing,  but 
neither  the  applause  nor  the  hiseing  waa  directed  towards  a 
tangible  objt^ct;  and  hence,  whether  the  former  or  the  latter 
jvaiM,  the  growth  of  the  mi&chief  neoeasarily  continued 

"liDinterrQptedly  in  both  cases.  Not  only  was  there  not  the 
digfatest  impulBti  given  from  any  quarter  to  a  criticlBra  which 
might  benefit  the  syntom,  and  of  the  principles  on  which  it 
was  baaed,  bnt  buth  purtie^  did  their  beat,  by  agitating  an 
imteBted  sentimental  policy,  to  take  the  qnestion  entirely  out 
of  the  field  of  view  of  the  people.  Even  the  most  distio- 
gnislied  men  approaeltetl  the  uubjeet,  not  as  atate»meu,  but 
m  party  politiciana.  The  difference  based  on  prindple  in 
the  programme  of  the  eccmomic  poliey  of  the  two  parties 
had  been  weakened  rather  thou  inteneiBcd.  'Wliile  more; 
and.  more  rein  was  given  to  criticism,  as  time  went  on,  and 
thia  eqiecially  in  the  ranks  of  the  opposition,  people  became 
more  and  more  reserved  in  insisting  on  their  own  positive 


«  ooamBMd.    Summer'!  Boport  of  the  Comraktea  on  Retronohment 
Sm.  27tb  Oongr.,  Mows  Uoc  No.  'M;  Coliou.  Q.  Claj,  U,  p.  396 
I  ako  the  data  m  Callmii,  Wco-lu,  IV,  pp.  62,  53. 
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prini^'ples.  Titer  gmve  too  mnch  proof  of  tlie  u[iwortIiii]c.'>a. 
of  their  opfxmcnts,  and  too  titUooC  tlivir  own  wurthitiotM. 
The  strongest  ctuplioaift  was  laid  not  on  the  futare,  but  on  tlia 
past.  Of  the  pulsion  into  which  men  liiul  talked  tlieinisel 
on  tlie  one  aide  and  the  otlier,  neither  head  nor  heart  reall 
Imovr  mnch.  Thtij  unaJiIcd  tlio  luflders  to  mnke  the  maates 
litter  nil  unnecessarily  loud  cr/  of  war,  hut  of  tlio  real  lieiU 
of  battle  there  wo^  surprisingly  little  to  be  found.  On  Ui« 
one  sado  and  the  otlior,  the  etru^lo  woe,  in  tlio  first  plaa--, 
for  enpremacy,  and  in  tlie  eecond,  for  a  principle. 

Wc  shall  see,  later,  that  this  was  tlie  coee  with  the  whigs 
in  a  still  higher  degree  tliiin  with  the  democrats.  And  yet. 
of  all  the  reproBchod  made  by  the  wliige  to  tbc  dcmoorats, 
the  most  serious  and  beat  fomided  woa  that,  einou  iTacksoD's 
presidency,  they  had  eacriticcd  to  the  principles  of  the  purty 
tlieir  own  oonrlctious,  all  equity  towards  the  opposition,  and 
even  external  decency,  in  a  manner  really  revolting,  and  tluit 
it  was,  in  tiiis  rt-spoct,  worse  during  the  administration  of 
Yun  Burea  tluii  during  the  worat  days  of  JaoksoaV 

One  of  the  largest  pioce«  in  the  coarse  artillery  of  ilm 
vhiga,  in  the  electoral  agitation,  waa  the  liistory  of  tho  orgtin- 
ization  of  the  house  of  repreaentatires  of  the  Cweuty-«ixth 
congress.  Law  and  right  had,  indeed,  never  yet  been  made 
so  subservient  to  jMU-ty  interest  in  a  inore  impiLdent  moDaer.' 


I 


> "  1  Berer  bnew  a  COM  inwliiohjiutioemBsetatRKbopcn  aodriuno* 
len  daSaooe  aa  in  LhU."  Mem.  of  J.  Q.  Aduaa,  X,  p.  833.  All  tbst 
BtntoD  taji  oo  tfaU  mutler  u  contaiaod  in  tbn  fbUowing  WDlencG :  "  Tliu 
M  tlw  BMaiM  in  vrliicb  a  doublft  reinra  of  member*  from  Now  Jenej  j/rf 
Teobod  lbs  orgmucation  of  the  house,  and  gars  rise  to  leniiUimed  pvocaed 
tag  not  ttMamry  to  b»  relntod  htn,  as  not  poiitauuiig  to  tfaa  t«fl^lsliw 
duliea  of  oonsran."  Deb.of  Ooncr.,  XIV.  p.  a  Bit  AbridgiiMnt  of  lk> 
I)«1»teiof  CoaemMtemaiiiB,iMlwich>tat>dinff,  smoribnioiuvar)^  \mI 
nlM  it  TQTjF  raoch  lesMned  bj  the  fiut  tliat  it  ii  pcrfonoed  throaglkaiit  1 
Uiis  bold-fraated  paitr  tturit.  ITe  ticror  tSrectly  lafaifiei  hiataiy,  bat  tic 
fiUbw  it  indinctl7  at  tmry  nlrp,  inumuch  ai  be  Iwra  what  doa  vKt 
■nit  bim  enliroty  nnloudired,  or  dispoiee  of  it  in  a  few  woidi  inmrtis  of 
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The  Introductory  Btep  towards  the  oi^nization  of  the 
lioiise  i»  tlie  calling,  bj  the  c)erk,  of  the  namee  of  the  per- 
Mii»  who  hsTe  brought  with  tliein  tJie  legal  certificate  of 
iJieir  election.  When  this  baa  been  done,  if  the  reqtiieite 
number  he  present,  the  orgnnization  h  perfected  b;)*  the 
dioioQ  of  the  S{)t-aktir.  Fourteen  days  (from  tlto  2d  to  the 
10th  of  December,  1839}  elapsed  before  ^e  honae  of  the 
twenty-sixth  ctm^ress  had  effected  tliis  organ ixnlion.  After 
the  six  New  Eiiglsiiid  isuites,  Nuw  York  and  J^.  M.  llandolph, 
of  Ifew  Jersey,  liad  hevn  called,  the  clerk,  Garland,  pniisod 
and  conveyed  the  information  that  the  elections  for  the  fire 
otlier  f eatf>  of  the  la«t  named  state  were  contested ;  that,  as 
he  did  not  feel  justified  in  deciding  betu'een  the  partiea,  he 
woald,  with  the  consent  of  the  housa,  pass  over  tliese  fire 
names  and  go  on  with  the  c^iIHng  until  the  liouse  was  formed; 
that  until  tlie  house,  who  alone  were  entitled  to  ^ve  a.  decia* 
ion  in  the  matter,  was  constituteil,  he  conid  bring  no  chiles, 
tkm  to  a  TOte.  Tlie  Drgaiilzatioii  uf  the  house  in  the  regular 
way  was  thus  rendei-ed  impossible.  The  debate  grew  hotter 
tad  hotter,  but  it  WHS  impo^iblc  to  get  one  step  farther. 
At  last,  on  die  fourth  day,  AJams  took  the  initiative,  and 
called  npon  Ids  "  fellow  citizens,  members  elect  of  the  twenty. 
dxth  ooDgresa,'*  to  take  their  organization,  as  the  honse,  into 
their  own  lianda  without  any  further  cooperation  of  tlie 
elurk.     lie  was  hiniEolf  chosen  chairman  of  the  '*  meeting.'* 

The  difficulty  which  wm  to  be  overcome  was  nut  an  honest 
tiifTerenee  of  opinion  as  to  what  was  right.  Wliat  was  riglit 
«■■  M  dear  as  the  noonday  sun,  but  what  wiw  ri<^tit  was 
wrong  in  tliis,  tliat  it  was  opposed  to  the  intertt^ts  of  the 
democratic  party.    The  parties  were  m  etpially  ilivideil,  that 

tBdiffiBKnoe,  wiiila  he  giTai  tlie  divciwaions  vhich  &re  acceptable  to  him  at 
■  Emifth  wliicii  u  entirely  uadei*.    Thri  iJUlu  tiiut  Bcnlan.  in  liia  Thirty 
ftw'  View.  I),  pp.  169,  160,  ttjn  on  Uii*  matter  ia  calculated  omljr  to 
ehMun  tbe  tni«  «tat«  of  th«  legal  quevtion. 
29 
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which  of  thorn  should  have  the  majority?  depended  on  ibc 
filling  of  tli^e  five  scats  of  New  Jericy.  If  at  first  ibejf 
were  acKwrdcd  to  no  one,  tho  deinocrabt  vroiild  have  a  gmsll 
majurilj,  atid  hence  might  hope  to  effect  an  orgBiiization  of 
tho  house  which  would  accord  vrith  their  wishes;  that  is,  to 
elect  their  uiindidate  speaker,  and  thus  to  insure  the  compo- 
sition of  nil  tlie  coininitteea  in  their  interest  In  oecordanoo 
witli  this,  both  delc^atioiie  wcro  n^fueed  the  right  to  pjirtici- 
pato  in  the  orajaiiization.  Tho  proximate  end  of  tills  deois- 
ion  was  not,  however,  attained.  A  Biuall  group,  heIie%'od  to 
be  in  nlo&e  connection  with  Cnlhonn,  Eorcrc<I  them&elres 
from  tlio  ^^at  body  of  the  democralic  ]>arLy,  and  on  the 
eleventh  ballot,  in  allianco  with  tho  whigs,  cho»e  Unnter,  of 
Yi^nia,  speaker,  who,  as  we  have  seen,  had  declared  himself 
"  independent." 

According  to  art.  I,  eec,  5,  par.  1,  of  the  congtitndon,  llie 
decision  as  to  which  of  the  two  delegations  the  five  contested 
seats  belonged  devolved  on  the  house  alone.*  Bnt  np  to  thw 
point,  tho  ({uestion  bad  been  muteriatly  different.  The 
*•  house,"  which  was  to  be  the  "judge  of  the  elections  .  .  . 
of  its  own  monilffire,"  did  not  exist  at  all  when  tho  two  dele- 
gations were  excluded  from  participation  in  the  organixatioo. 
Tlie  only  rlghtftil  title  to  a  participation  in  that  organization 
was  the  legal  certificate  of  election,  and  tho  five  whigs  only 
had  this  to  show.  The  clerk  of  the  house  not  only  had  no 
rif^ht  to  decide  the  controversy  between  tlie  two  del^atioas, 
bnt  in  his  official  capacity  he  ahonld  not  even  have  recognized 
tlut  there  yns  a  contest  over  the  five  scata  in  question.     And 

>  Tbe  protest  of  the  Gxdwled  «hl|E«  ijueiliom  «Ttn  the  "this  bodjr  not 
bMnyorgaaiiedsocordinctoUieoaiistitiitSonf  *'  Thoooiistttatjoo,lioin>T(>r. 
ooatami  rni  imiTiiuon  u  to  how  Uih  bouw  bss  to  organise  itaeU.  U  1>* 
claims oftiMpratMtutg  Wilis*  wen  right,  oil  tbesctsofthiseoDgtesi  wmiJd 
ham  been  nnooaititutiaaa].  sad,  therefore,  uuU  and  void.  The 
also  statn  th«  details  d  the  UlegslitieB  which  oceuned  at  tho  eloctiOM 
New  Jmer.    Nile*.  LVII,  pp.  315,  340. 
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lionse  of  represeota- 


th 


rigliU  iif  tlio  niembert! "  elect  oE 

!"did  nut  exleud  furtlier  in  tliis  i-capeet  th:ui  thoiie  of 
clerk.  Tliey,  alw,  ha^  uotliing  Cu  k^^itiiaatize  Uieir 
ition  lint  tho  ceptificntc  of  eicclioii,  and  no  other  ri^bta  bot 
ose  wliicli  flowed  directly  from  that  certificate. 
It  h  wortliy  of  rcmurk,  that  the  pjirly  wliieli  ckiraed  a 
monopoly  of  the  jealous  guard imisliip  of  state  riglita  was 
guilty  of  tliis  iisiirpntioii,  wliieli  was  a  despicablo  trampling 
under  foot  botli  uf  the  rightit  mid  of  the  honor  of  tlic  states.' 
Botlt  Inv  and  right  were  again  forced  to  yield  to  the  "dem- 
ocratic principle;  '■'  and  to  t)ic  extent  that  tbiu  yielding  was 
in  harmony  witli  the  Jntprest  of  the  party,  it  rfcuived  the 
joyful  acquiceocuee  of  the  |>eople.*  rolilical  eoiiseieuoe  was 
brought  into  completo  «ubJectiou  to  party  spirit,  and  this  at 
a  tJnie  that  [iiarty  paft&ion  by  no  means  ran  very  high.'* 

■  In  a  democmtic  demomtialJon  in  the  ataXo  of  New  York,  a  bsatoer  wta 
•doioed  with  tliv  device:  "The  Elemocmcy  Morir  tbe  brooil  teal  of  Sew 
r  Wi'l»tcr-8Worbi.n.  p.  101. 
***  .  .  .  a  Tcmlutiou  to  prooced  with  ihe  otgaaatMoa  of  tbehooM 
kdopted  after  an  arduoaa  and  pratrui'tpd  stnunrli?.  in  which  every  r&- 
tw^  of  puriiamentAiy  motion  was  cxltnuxtficl  by  rnch  title  to  luoompliab  iU 
IMspaw;  and  at  the  mi  of  three  inontba  it  wiw  refurreal  to  the  coiumittce 
to  repoct  whidi  Tun!  of  (lii^  U^n  contcatoati  hiul  n-oeived  thv  im':tl<wL  nuiubnr 
■i(h^[Bl  (!  J  votes.  Thiawiu  putting  the  issuoon  tin;  rij^fat*  of  the  *0t«r8  — 
«n  tbe  bnoul  and  pojiiilui  jpvund  o(  choice  by  tho  people;  and  wn*  oqiiir- 
Ueol  to  deciding  the  qamtion  in  fitvor  of  thu  democmtic  contiattanUi,  who 
beld  till!  certificate  of  tho  tccrcbuy  of  tlnte  thai  the  mkuvrity  of  [yrhj  u>  tk« 
little  ward  'ki|pil'  waiiLiiijf  here?)  votf**  returned  to  Lui  ofIic»  was  in  their 
hfca  —  eoavMnx  ihtt  rotva  «f  iioiuc  pivciEwla  whidi  tbe  governor  iuid  i-ouu- 
ul  bul  rvji^^d  for  iUegnlity  in  holding  thsalectioDB.  AsthBconstittitiona] 
iaJsv  ol  the  dcctioiii,  qunlilicntioni  and  returns  of  ita  own  m«inl>e»,  ibe 
boon  datiesuitled  the  deeixiou  of  tine  eo^^i^t'i'  and  coundl;  and,  defenintf 
'a  thft  itpTOcotativo  priociplo,  mod?  tiio  deciuon  tmn,  uot  upon  the  oon- 
itsct  of  the  officrre  hoUtintc  the  ciration,  hut  upon  tlie  ri)[bt«of  tlia  vdI«b." 
(Votwi,  Tlilrty  Veais'  View,  II.  pp.  IW.  IW. 
"'latheHcw  Jencycnoe,  Ibepopuliiriiitecpiitiiin.IlQniniTiidDaftheqiKM- 
ai,  and  the  popuUr  favor  i*  for  the  otLcr."  Mcco.  of  J.  Q.  Adanw,  X,  p.  17& 
*  I  do  aot  tUok  mjweU  called  on  to  follow  tho  oouim  tA  the  itiugglo  anjr 
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Tlie  great  importaDoe  of  this  contest  over  the  five  New  Jer- 
sey »eat8  is  not  to  be  sought  for  in  tlie  fact  tlitvt  the  doctsioii 
Iiclpdd  tliR  party,  contrary  to  law  miil  right,toainftjority  when 
it  ."hould  have  been  in  a  minority  id  the  house  of  repreeenta- 
tives,  but  in  this,  that  it  was  only  the  eytnptoinatic  manifes- 
tation uf  a  Htnte  of  genomi  dtsen^.  It  was  not  in  contradic- 
tion with  the  course  of  congress  otlicm»e,  but  waa  In  keep- 
ing  with  it  thronghont.  Dnring  the  first  three  dccadi*  of 
the  csistonco  of  the  cotiptitntion,  such  a  coiirBO  would  have 
boon  hardly  possible,  but  now  it  was  to  be  expected  tlisc 
congresa,  or  at  least  the  Iiohho  of  repreBt^ntativei^,  would  au- 
heeitatingly  prostitute  iteolf  when  the  opportunity  reqiure<l 
it  with  any  nrgency,  in  the  interest  of  party.  In  the  sen- 
ate, there  yet  shone  a  splendid  array  of  names  whose  Como 

fai&erin  d«1ail.  Thn  toltoinitg  noonnnt  front  Adnnu'  diuj  of  tlio  ]4tli 
of  MniOi,  1644,  aufTioos  for  a  titaMi:itmxMioa;  "  Neither  tlia  report  of  llui 
(wmmittae,  nor  Ui^  joimial.  oar  009  pa-rtiole  of  the  tettiinoqy,  hM  ftt 
been  paaUd.  Nut  a  v<ml  of  the  tfatimoor  ftfcniiuit  tliu  illcKal  Rktuns  n- 
Jnted  hy  the  goveraot  and  council  of  New  Jenej-  vac  eren  oonndnad  hf 
tbe  ooQimittoo.  They  save  the  pAttiua  time  to  toJn  tbeit  Uttimoay  till  tb« 
wKunil  weeJc  in  April.  Six  wiwla  befoie  thai  Hmt.  the  boo*  pus  a  nKt- 
latioa  butnctiiig  Uutn  to  nport  ftMthwiUt  wbwb  set  of  the  c^uhlidotu  hhA 
a  miyoritr  of  the  lawful  voln  ol  tbo  pcopJo  of  Ncvr  Jnavj-;  and  thirj  n- 
port  forthwith  that  the  noa-oowuikftonetl  cloiiQiuitn  havea  nuu<ui^  of  tli« 
Iftwful  TOtWi  with  an  ararutnent  iKOrintr  Ibftt  whether  the  m^ari^  w»b  nf 
kvrful  JoUm  ox  nut  dirpcnda  vntuvljr  upon  vritlciice  yet  to  cotnn.  luii]  fat  iJan 
pRKuniniait  of  which  the  commit Ivt:  hiul  given  tb>^  i^rti^M  Uttu:  till  \kt 
mooikI  week  in  AphL  in  this  stato  of  thiu^w,  trridcnov  h  received  Ur  tlK 
hoiiKo  iimviitir  tho  illegality  of  the  SoaCh  Ambojr  tieetion;  in  the  Eaee  of 
which,  uudtT  tbi:  watw  of  the  prcrioiu  queetioD,  the  hoaae  poM  a  renbi* 
tion  dtttdiiig  tlie  speaker  to  Rwear  in  tho  nnt^.<w^nnli»^rio"■^^  »|i«mVitn  ^ 
banag  tho  in^joritf  of  the  lawful  voUw,  without  waitiBg  far  fwtber  evi- 
dence, and  without  ever  having  heard  Ifae  jiartiai.  Jeatfer  hu  prohod  this 
data  of  the  piac»edins>  till  Uie  nuuotity  of  the  oomtiiitt«o  writb«d  m 
agony."  Una,  of  J.  Q.  Adami,  X.  x*P-  "^^  ^-  He  wntm  tl»  day  bf 
fOTv:  "Tbenitlerfueni  andCTMio«t«iiiii>pn<wthet«etitnonjwhichfiilM 
fiMtheeoMhin'on<if  tbeteport  am  hMrt-uokaniait."  Ibid.,  pi.  23S. 
also  pp.  SSO.  3SS.  336. 
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iftd,  for  a  long-  ecries  of  years,  made  its  way  acroas  tlic  ocean, 
True,  the  wtnnptiny  tciidaicies  which  permeateil  the  politi- 
Oi  life  of  the  nation  had  not  been  without  effect  on  it,  hut  it 
liad  not,  for  all  tiiut.  yet  lost  the  dignity  and  the  conBei-vativo 
cliarmcter  which,  nccortling  to  tbrjopiaton  of  the  Philadelphia 
ooovention,  HJiodld  distingnisL  tlie  iipjjer  Iioiise  of  the  UuiU'd 
State*.  The  pliysioxiiomy  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
oa  tlic  oliior  huid,  hod  esperieiiccd  a  chiingu  noticeable  at 
the  first  glanoo.  Not  only  had  the  thermometer  of  political 
othica  ihllen  Bevenii  degrees  here,  but  the  intullectunl  ciilibre 
of  the  mcmbera  allowed  a  diniiniitimi  winch  called  for  the 
inoet  serious  i-cflections;^  men  of  an  csstmtinlly  different 
stamp  had  taken  poweselon  of  onu-half  of  tlie  eapito!.  The 
iOfk  of  legisUtion  became  more  dlfficnlt  and  of  a  more  re- 
sponsible character  from  year  to  year,  but  the  weight,  both 
moral  and  intullectnal,  of  tJie  mi;ml)Rrs  Itecame  continu- 
ally lesa.  The  tttate,  with  slarining  rupidiLy,  grew  to  ovur 
mightier  proportlorw,  and  the  problem  how  to  promote  its 
national  growth  without  curtailing  the  rightful  and  even 
necessary  independence  of  its  constitutive  parts,  became  more 
8i»!  more  complicated,  but  its  leaders  ehrauk  to  a  crowd  of 
nnineleiu  ones  who,  in  great  part,  were  not  even  local  mag- 
nates. The  population  grew  denser,  tlie  development  of  the 
proc«Sfl  of  social  classification  went  on,  Uie  economic  life  of 
theconntr}'  assumed  greater  and  greater  pro])ortioiis,  develop- 
ing new  organs  every  day,  the  apparatus  of  ad  mi  oist  ration 
extended  almost  without  limit,  arnl  tlic  ilemandi*  made  on  ic 
become  ini>r«and  more  manifold,  but  the  legislators  not  only 

*  "And,  inlncd.  wh<ni  I  look  upon  the  compoaition  of  thaae  tvo  bodic*. 
tli«  nnatA  and  booM  of  repreMnbutirM  of  tlio  Cait<^4  StatM — thoeitsm 
r  nf  the  land.  Um>  called  diu-Hng*  of  flfteer  mltlioni.  scattered  orer  two  mill- 
I  f on*  of  K|UUi>  milM  —  theramukablephi-nnmcnnn  tba.t  tlioy  [ircaent  iitlin 
f  Ifivc]  of  intcllrot  aod  of  monk  npon  which  they  uUiad;  uiJ  tliia  uiuv<?n«l 
[  vwdiocritj  is  tlw  buii  opon  wliioh  the  liberties  of  this  natiaii  ivpocn." 
[Mm.  olJ.  Q.  AcUmi,  X,  p.  78. 


849  jACKSos'e  ADMisisraAanoN — ahkexatioh  or 

cMtne  to  Imve  actually  lew  (uid  leas  tiodcrstarding  for  the  lawi 
of  political  lifo,  bnt  tlie;  were  wanting  more  and  mora  io  tbe 
condiLioQs  precedent  to  the  possibllitjof  aoqturing  eucL  ao 
i]ndeistnii<liii»,niid  they  lost  more  nnd  more  all  interest  in  it, 
u  well  as  tiiu  rc<xiguitiuii  of  tlio  value  of  uiidurelKudiiig  it.  It 
became  more  doitbtful  every  dny,whotlicr,  in  tlio  slavory  qnei». 
tion,  healtliy  moraU  aud  Udelity  tu  one*B conWctioas  cunid  be 
united  with  the  domaiuiEi  of  jxilitical  sagacity  and  of  pncitirc 
law^  und  with  every  successive  If^slative  tcrin,  tlie  number 
grew  of  tbtfso  who  on-ed  their  eloctiou  to  congreu  only  to 
their  success  in  the  nrts  of  ngitation  in  the  interest  of  party. 
The  deturiyralion  of  the  ai-cmge  chanicicr  of  the  rvpre- 
•entatives  wait,  however,  ueillicr  the  most  surprising  nor  tlie 
moflt  important  chaiijjo  which  had  lK*n  acooinpliahcd  in  tlw 
house.  The  cliaractcr  of  its  Icadera  had  snnk  mncJj  more  _ 
rapidly  and  deeply.  Kven  in  the  boiue  of  rcpreHentnth'es,  I 
there  were  inon  yet  to  bo  found  who  wottld  have  been  an 
ornament  to  tho  lo^'slativo  ftaMinljly  i>f  any  country.  Tltey 
wero  not  without  inflneitce,  Imt  they  did  not  have  the  c(>ni< 
luand.  This  was  in  the  lmnd»  of  tho  moat  artful  and 
inoat  an:Knipiitoiis  |Mirllnincntar\'  tacticians.  One  mi4rl>t 
write  a  botik  on  tbe  port  played  by  tlio  **  rntosof  tho  liou^o," 
in  tbe  legislative  history  of  tlie  oonotry.  But  tlie  eliortestj 
attd  cmptie-'it  chapter  in  it  would  treat  of  tho  nso  made  of 
tlwjo  rules  for  tho  fulfillment  of  their  legitimate  end. 
This  complioated  machiuery  was  gradaalty  mude  a  w>eaponfl 
offensive  and  defensive,  always  of  great  importance  anil  ~ 
often  doci'^ii'e.  Tho  mnn  who  knew  bow  to  manipulute  ilj 
^uuliliod  hini.self  aa  a  leader,  for  success  wa.4  more  e^^otia 
tbaii  tbe  weight  of  rcnAotis.  Tlio  better  men  willinglj  bqI 
ordinatcd  themselves  lu  the  more  able  drill-mastcn,  and 
became  cu^tnmary  for  them  thoughtlessly  to  fall  into  lino  at 
the  word  uf  wwuiand.'    XoiHcu  entere<l  into  tlte  artfnlli 
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eontriTed  STBtcin.  and  became^  for  the  most  part,  completely 
involved  in  iti*  tnosbes  before  tbey  could  obtain  a  view  of  the 
lab^nnthiciLlIip'  twisUxl  tlircads.*  It  indoe<]  still  !iapp<mcd 
that  the  ntuiilicr  nf  inlclU'Ctiiitlly,  niorally  and  tHctit-nlly  inde- 
pendent iiicii  waa  great  eiioiigli  to  lie  ttie  scale- turninjf  weight 
between  the  pnrti&i  opcratirifr  wttli  soldier-like  discipline: 
hut  this  vfOA  tlie  ciocptiou.  Keltlicp  fidelity  to  cuiiviction, 
political  judgment  nor  tnie  patriotism  had  vnnighed  from 
the  honse  of  representAtivcs,  but,  on  tlie  whole,  the  imprcB- 
eioQ  made  hy  its.  Lriuisucticms  suggests  more  and  more  a 
Btruggto  hctwccn  two  crowJa  led,  driven  and  abiisi-d  by 
a  few  pettifoggers  dyed  in  tlvo  wool.*  And  yet,  it.  wsp 
Incontestable  that  the  uiujorily  of  ita  uiembera  came  Tip  to 
tlie  avei-a^  etnture  of  their  constituents;  that  no  email 
Quiuber  of  thcia  towered  uhove  it,  and  that  the  American 
people  had  no  reason  to  shan  a  comparison  of  their  arera^ 
stature,  intcltectnal  aud  niornl,  with  that  vf  any  other  ])Ci>ple. 
Power  was  more  and  more  completely  wrung  frfni  llie 
fitateauien  by  the  poliUciaa^  who  stood  out  from  the  mass 
of  the  people,  a  epeeial  group,  which  became  more  tleliocd 
every  day.  The  distance  between  tlie  tatter  and  the  former 
increased  eteadily  and  rapidly,  to  the  disadvantage  of  these, 
but  under  tlio  deceptive  appearance  of  an  exturnaHy  active 
political  life,  tlio  actual  political  ptuaivciiCMt  of  the  masBea 
developed  still  more  rapidly.  People  began  to  prouounee 
the  vord  politician  in  a  peculiar  tone,  but  the  progreeaive 


ben,  dtatng  tliii  Boaaon,  to  the  trift,  nor  the  battlo  ta  tbc  stnuiif.  The 
mttk  bnpoortant  and  tbo  vtvaA  meamrcs  of  Ui«  adnunivtntaoa  have  bntn 
(■mad  tbnmgb  U>e  booaebj  tike  moit  contemptible  man  in  ft"    Mcia.  of 

'Legarftajn:  "  A  feir  leaden  dictate,  do  ono  knovs  bow.  to  tmiltitnilM 
ofdinentinff,  dUsntisBrd,  anil  j-H  complying  followcn  —  Ifae  wliole  bmlr 
tkinirvlialaliiiuiAcvfiy  member  of  it  duapprovet. "    Nilcs.  LVII.p.lIO. 

*"Tbednil,r  pnditxs  in  the  bome  faavodegnded  it  into  a  tneetiiig  of 
lUrpttB."    Mm.otJ.  Q.A(liuas,X,p.S03. 
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moDopolking  of  politics  bjr  the  jjolUiciatu  drove  the 
Etatenmcn,  too,  fartlier  and  Earthcr  in  tbuir  deriooB  wara 
and  the  practice  of  their  dubioiiB  art».  The  old  man 
Adiimit  kxiked  with  deep  isutidlndc  on  tlic  **  revolntion 
in  the  habits  and  manners  of  the  people,"  whicli  he  mw 
in  the  Jigilation  of  the  itinerant  political  preachers.  It 
can  onlif  provoke  a  smite  to-da^"  ihat  hi;  considered  it  par- 
ticularljr  alarming  tliat  the  most  distiDguiahcd  membere  of 
oungrewt  engaged  in  this  action  with  extraordinar)'  2«al.  and 
tliathe  was  of  opinion  even  that  this  fertnentatiou  ti'udod 
towards  a  civil  war.'  The  great  looetiiig*  iin<I  i\u:  difieuMion 
of  tlie  political  qnestions  of  the  day  Iwfore  them  by  tlie  hmt 
])0litica1  ability,  'M'cru  in  complete  hiirinony  with  the  political 
iDfttitutiuDa  of  the  country,  and,  iu  thciuselvoa,  an  entirdy 
lefiriti  mate  and  loyal  mode  of  parly  propagandism.  Bnt  it 
raii»t  liara  excitud  wcU-groinidod  alarm  dint  otBciuI»  of  the 
Federal  goveminciit^  occupying  hi^h  po&itioU6,  pnrtiuipatod 
ID  the  agitation,'  and  that  even  the  two  candidatea  for  the 
prcsidenoy —  and  one  of  thuin  ^pito  of  tlie  fact  that  he  wa» 
president  of  tli«  United  States  —  Piideav-iired  directly  to 
promote  their  own  eioclion.*    Kven  this  wcitdd  have  been  of 


1  *'  Kol  amek  Iwa  puswl  willuii  tbc  but  four  montks  mtboat  a  c*<n- 
mcutloii  of  Iboiuandi  of  iitople  to  be*r  inflamniAlory  horangtaM  tgMmi 
Bliutin  Von  Harvn  and  his  a(lniinii>t.-:Ukin.  by  Htaij  day,  Daidel  Web- 
star, oud  all  the  (iriacipel  oppoaition  oniton  in  or  4Mit  of  oongroM.  ,  .  . 
Hen  i*  a  roroiltition  in  the  huhiiit  nnil  imuinun  ot  tbc  v^e.  When  will 
it  Old?  Thtae  arc  port)'  nioTemenU.  and  must,  in  tbu-  tiatuttU  ^tOfmrn  of 
thinnfl,  becoBio  Bntitgonistical.  Thono  lOL-otiiifn  cauDc4  be  uultipUn]  b 
namben  and  l^uency  ththont  i^iiltiiiir  in  yeldeepar  tnc«dwi.  Ituit 
manifMt  tendernqr  is  to  <ivH  vat."    Mem.  of  S.  ().  Adant,  X.  p.  36S. 

'This  wa*  ev)di3)U;r  coatti^ry  to  tliu  opuitoE  tlie  amaUloliaii,  liooa,  ac- 
ovdinir  to  art.  11,  sec  1,  g  3.  it  «»«  ant  pcrmiarilile  to  cboon  taa^bon, 
tefoauHalavvt  or  tadwal  offi«Mi  vlectora.    Catainre  Stoty,  Comm,,  11,  p|i. 

aofi,  aos.  1479L 

* "  Eleetionwfuiu  Tui  tltc  pronilinK^  bos  >j>iijjd  iU  Mnto^fion  to  th<' 
pmidaiit  hiiBMlf,  to  bu  uow  oolj  Minfelitor,  to  b»  i""~-*^'~  pndcev 
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■no  very  great  importance,  if  there  were  qncation  here  of 
onljr  a  ]>ei'»ounl  wiuit  of  tact.  But  it  wtn  the  nataral  calmi- 
iiatioQ  of  a  eydtao  carefully  i>ei-feoted. 

We  have  already  mot  tbc  oomplwat  tbot  ■ifficinla,  both 
feclorat  and  slate,  put  themselves  fvrwiird  too  much  ia  the 
oleetoral  campaigns,  and  playod  too  great  a  pai't  ia  the 
iioiniaating  oonventiona,  A  bill  for  the  prevention  of  this 
was  debated  in  the  senate  at  the  b^inning  of  li>30,'  but  no 

■or,  to  one  al  l»m*t  o(  hii  c&bmet  ooundllon,  tha  t««tetAi7  of  war,  to  the 
(S-caaOiilutm  Hunry  Cloy  and  Dauiid  Webster,  aud  to  many  of  Uio  moet 
dMingitubed  taembanof  bothhoii"«nf connT^m."  Moin.  of  J-Q.  Ailiimf, 
X.  |i|).  $15,  3S3.  "  WaUtot  and  Ulay,  W.  a  Rives,  Sila»  VJtight,  a<id 
Jomn  Gucbuaa  are  unoim  Ute  flnt  and  fbremost  in  this  caDvainng  ora* 
Uay,  wliila  Andrew  Jaotaon  and  Jkfaitin  Vu  Bun-n,  witb  hit  htad*  of 
tlvpaitiaenta,  ure  bnipiug  upon  utiDthiT  stnng  o(  thv  ]iolitical  u.-cccdioii  by 
nituifrooatnivenialeliw^ouiMtriiiK  li^lU>n(."    Ibiil..  ]>.  d^iH. 

'SeoCaaouB'eiiitewrtinstpecchrfthcaidof  Fubtuary.  1*19,  Work*. 
tn.  pp.  S8d-403.  Tbo  Iiwudature  ot  Teau««Me  paMdil.  vn  Ui-«  l-ltli  of 
Hovemfaer,  1838,  a  nrim  of  molntunu  (Nilo^  hVU,  pp.  -m,  SJtj  which, 
omonp  tjtiat  Oaagt,  "unqaaliflccUy  otnul^iiuiGd  "  Jodgo  W)itt«*a  roU!  for 
the  bill,  beoaon  the  bfll  would  hav«  "  abridged  the  frocdom  of  *pn>ch." 
White  lengned  in  oonjwquence  of  thu  n'w>liitioii.  I8m  the  teatoiiH  for  his 
rerigBBtioo,  ibid.,  LVII,  pp.  360-.S<v<.)  Thuo  orec-aealoiu  democrux 
tbould  haru  cx)in»od  their  "uaqiialiAcdcond'.-nLaatiini"  of  JcfTrreoa  dJao, 
"  tha  apo'tle  of  thu  Aroericaii  democracy."  He  imtef .  on  th«  2d  of  K^b- 
niaiy,  IWl.toOoremor  MdCcan:  "One  thing  I  will  esy,  that  as  to  the 
fntnrv.  inlrffrwnww  witli  I'lprtiiiiiic.  whether  of  the  rtate  or  (prii^  aovvni- 
UMDt,  by  oHicirni  «l  thi^  liitb^r,  Mhonld  h»  AeuauiA  «aim  of  nronnU ;  boeauM^ 
iha  aawtilntioDal  inuedy  by  the  d^K^ve  prindplo  becomes  nothins-.  if  it 
flugrbenaotbeiedbythi'  EnormouB pntraD.ig>.")f  IhegeneisIgOTcmnii'iit.'' 
Jeff. 'a  W«rk>,  <  V,  p.  $>0.  The  Octaili  of  th«  history  of  Cnttenden's  l»ll 
nay  b«  gleaned  from  a  siie«ch  of  Rivca  of  thu  Tth  of  SepLember,  lA^S). 
NOet,  LVIi,p.lOO.  Thofollomngpanagcdewnei to  be  quoted:  "The 
hiQ  was  If fvTTiol  to  the  jiiJidaiy  oomniittee  cf  the  eeaate,  of  which  Mr. 
Won,  of  Haw  Joney,  was  churmon.  Ttic  (ximiuilb*E>,  nlLer  bobiittff  tht) 
call  Hiukr  their  consideration  for  »er<;r^  weeks,  at  Inngth  mada  a  voiy 
wh^BTi^w  jvpoit,  diKuiBiing  rery  much  at  large  tho  guoeral  qoeattou  of  tlic 
rishla  and  dutica  of  t^oral  offioeholden  in  re^ird  tu  fiopular  al«e- 
KiaoM.  .  .  .  U  boldly  coatmdod  that  it  wae  not  murcly  tJie  dgbtbvt 
the  duty  of  officehoId<m  to  bwy  thcmiielv«c  in  dectiona,  to  sba;i«  public 
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law  was  pnits(<d  on  the  subject.    Now  tlie  complaints  not.j 
onlj  greu'  louder,  but  came  from  moii  itbove  tlie  susplctc 
of  wisIiiTig  to  muko  cnpital  for  a  parly.' 

What  wns  to  lie  expected  from  Tan  Ili)n>ii  in  tliU  respect 
itiflT  bo  iiifen-wl  from  what  hng  l«>on  fllrrady  puid  on  hifl 
efficiency  as  cliief  of  tlie  Albnny  Eegenoy  and  tlis  part  Itj 

opinion,  and  to  inflji-nee  and  dtrMt  tli«  peopl«  ia  the  tbotoo  of  tiieir  npn- 
Bcntntm'e.  In  iU  '.iliole  spirit  luul  noaoninff.  It  was  not  ooly  aiustificatioii 
Init  it  vxt  phittty  aa  incit«raMt  tn  the  whole  oorfe  of  offii^ial  d^MaAnb 
to  fxfsi  Uif ir  cliirtionceniis  actn-itj  in  Ifao  poUtJcul  ooiiU'sU,  on  the  fate  of 
which  tbpiremployca depended.  They  were  told,  in  samso^  wmdi.  tlial 
if  they'withttrofr  th'!ai«elreit  fcom  thu  hich  leapomibilitf '  tborwvaM 
daene  to  bo  dfclaml  infamoiu'  tad  to  ba  ititsinatiu^l  »  'idlota  and 
mabta.'  Not,  teach  monstracw  dacbiaM  an  thoM,  aod  tHs  bold  and  m- 
Uadiijiic  Rvoirol  of  thnn.  rccdrpd,  u  thej  «rcr^,  irith  the  most  nuikMl 
R|)|«obfition  by  tint  whob*  odminutnitioin  party  in  the  scnnta;  hi  no  Ordn- 
iaiitaataneoutiy  omyihI  oad  adopted  for  the  pnatia;  10,000  oopiM  oE  tkt 
nport.  Baemnl  to  mo."  «ta 

■  **  Bfwde*  thA  primo  leaden  of  the  potliei.  aumeroua  •uholtem  ofieen  | 
of  tliefuIiii!ni«tnition  aifi  nimmaiied  to  tlio  auiie  KTrice,  awl.  InitaHl  of] 
attending  to  tim  >liitJ>M  or  tht>ir  oAicct,  taw,  reeile  oad  madda  toaai  ttia  j 
load."    Mcra.  of  J,  Q.  Adams,  I,  p.  856. 

Th>t>  gUmaa  told  l>y  t>ttrU»aiu  luc  iaoedlble.  Tiias.  tat  imtaiwe.  Cl^,  in  ' 
hii  speech  of  Uie  luth  ot  J  uly,  l&W,  aL  Tu;loraviUt>,  nud :  "  AcconUnglj-,  the 
[BOOogB  a/  coavcrting  tliaa  {the  army  aoid  Uio  anr)-]  into  eKcatiTv  iuAn- 
menti  has  ratum«nce(l  in  a  toiirt  martial  asseinbkd  at.  Bolticioiv.  Two 
ofKcen  nf  ttio  anoy  of  the  (JniU:d  State*  haTo  betn  Ui.vi!  \mi  upon  tbeii 
nlmo  trial,  on  lita  diuru^  of  pnjudicintc  the  democratu'  {•'W.j  by  ntnldnit 
fKuclnuei  Ibr  Iho  EU|ipl>-  ol  the  aimy  fma  meukbea  oE  tue  whij  P^tf . 
It  b  not  pnteadi.\l  that  tha  Uuibcd  States  were  ixriudioLxl  by  thoM  par- 
sboKB.  On  tlifl  (.'ODtiaT}'.  it  wtu,  1  believe,  establi^licd  tliat  they  wen 
cheaper  than  um'A  bam  been  nuide  from  the  mppoKos  of  tho  adauai*-  j 
tcatioa.  Hal  the  chmzgv  vra*.  Ui;it  to  purcbnM  at  all  Itvin  tha  op| 
instdad  of  the  tecudi  of  tbv  ;u)iiiiDisU'.Ltion,  wasaa  uyuiy  bo  Uio 
«r«tic  pa>^'  whuh  [■.-•quired  thiit  the  oAcndcn  •hoithl  W  put  gpoo  tbcirtnil* 
b«fon>  itooiutmaittai!  And  this  trial  waa  oommeni*"!  m  Uin  iutaaatot 
a  oommiUeo  of  a  Uucnucratie  eonrentioD,  and  oon  ln< '  iteaitd  Iff 

thna."  Bp..  U,  i>.  4'.SI.  [  aoi  aot|uaii)tad  wiUi  iii>i.  „  .  .  :i  thk  nb> 
j»et,  whicli  in  ali«.rv!ismd  tu  KhotCly  uiua  "mUlrau  tij  lliutletnoemtieie' 
publiciui  elwtore  >A  Uio  xtate  g{  Kc«r  Vosk."    Kile*.  UX,  p,  14^ 


:.IC0TIU3ltL 


til 


played  lu  Jaolcsou'8  fi»t  eleetioa.  Evm  in  1S20,  imme- 
diately before  au  dectiuu,  he  bad  demantled  tIio  removal, 
withont  de!av.  of  fotir  postmnsten;,  as  an  "act  of  jnstice,'^ 
iti  order  to  liclf  Um  organs  of  bie  parly's  fniction  to  a  bettor 
uirculatioii.'  Tliiit  now,  when  there  wa?  <jiicsti.in  of  his  own 
clectiou  ad  president,  ho  was  not  luoro  tiuiid  in  the  employ- 
ment of  such  meiina  ib  Belf-evident.  The  porson  who  lende 
liimself  to  6uch  practices  sinks  ever  deeper  in  the  mtrc.  Tlds 
is  in  the  very  natura  of  thecnsc  Tbiiij^a  had  for  years  come 
to  iucli  H  pA&H  Uiat  the  prus^did  not  blui^ti  dire.-tly  to  itieiiaoe 
those  officials  who  voted  willi  tlic  opixisiliuii,  op  who  only 
ifhowxxl  Iheiiisolves  too  ncgligoiit  in  working  for  the  ndiniiiis- 
tration.^  Tlio  next  Ktep  in  advance  w.ia  the  inli'udiietiua  of 
aneumeDU  ti>r  party  purposes,  grsdiiattd  according  to  the 

*  U-  Van  Itomi  to  ITraiy  Mcigt,  Qenenil  Poeloffica  Washington,  April 
,  IB20.'-"  My  l>car  Sir:  Our  auifoniigB,  owing  to  the  tu^colit^'  of  ilepatr 
»Ictv.  i«  uiU>li>mbl(>,  aud  miu  oLoud  for  KlinL  Wu  tiuil  il  uLuoluIety 
iapouiUe  to  p«oetiu(c  Uic  mteciot  with  our  pupui^,  oud  U[J<»swo  cau  at- 
tain them  by  two  or  time  iwompt  remoTak.  thorti  Is  uo  liialtiiitf  the  inju- 
aavM  ootUMpWDOM  tliftt  nay  retult  Irotu  it;  let  me,  thervlort.',  entrewt  tiu 
pottmavlct^S^neia]  toiloan  act  of  jiuiiio?.  and  niii'liTu«  a  partial  lerrice. 
tijr  Uy  f-tnimil  of  Holt.  tA  HcrkinKr,  nnd  thf  ii[>iH>;RiuitTat  of  Jiibei  Fox, 
Haq.;  alto  ot  Uovrtil.  of  Bitlh,  and  th*'  nppointmuatof  an  Pior/llcnt  Criend, 
W.  B.  Kochmlvr,  l^q..  a  joang  man  of  Iho  Ant  ra«jtM.'tit1i:Ltj'  and  worth 
in  the  sbU-.  und  ths  renumJ  of  South,  at  Littif  Kalld,  and  Uw  appoint- 
mcDt  of  HoIhsUr,  and  the  mnoral  of  CluuuWilm.  in  Unfonl.  aad  the  ap- 
poiatiii<.-til  o!  Lot  dork,  E>q.  I  am  in  estn-.mo  Iin^U:,  and  caD>  thcrefon;, 
tAi  no  Qiorc.  Dw  the  indowd  pupcn  aocordinK  t»  yQoi  disciettou;  and 
if  mjHang  w  done,  K^t  it  he  qiiickl/  dono,  and  yen  any  ivly  upon  it  mu<b 
good  will  iCfolt  fioiii  it"  lie  letter  vat  im'ttcn  tlu«  iro^la  bcfora  the 
Mate  flectioiw.  Tha  tour  poitnmsten  whou  dis>-nii*i:tl  vrtK  eallw)  for  t^era 
offaV&mat,  hot  tJwy  bad  mppoited  Clintoa'e  ma-lid^Ky  for  Uic  evtvcaoi- 
4Ap,  white  Van  Burfii  vm  the  Iniderof  llif  Tomji  (in"  pnrty.  Vim  Banni'i 
iraih  mu  rcaloed.    Maclccouc,  Life  and  Tuii^  ci  M.  Van  Oiiren,  p.  30. 

•The  orsan  of  tbo  adnunistratian  in  Kow  Tori  wTOtn,  in  lyJB,  in  relo- 
boa  to  Mofoi*  oHiaab  ol  the  coitoin  bouse  titers  irho  had  giw-n  rt«aoa  foi 
HKpidon  in  this  reep^:  "  Wc  would  ju^t  rewarit  to  tboso  gcDthnneu. 
thai  a  viffihinl  «3«  ig  upoa  them,  and  (hut  their  pneeedinga  on  the  three 
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B&laried  of  the  officials.'  Ae  a  matter  of  coarse,  no  one  was 
obligcf]  to  pny  these  RBBCBsineiits.  All  handed  tbcm  iu  will- 
inglj,  bul  liad,  at  tlie  same  time,  the  suiatl  iateretit  in  doing 
£0,  not  to  loso  tlieir  otHce.    Eepocially  in  the  2Sew  York  cus- 


d«]« of  November  acxt  [Vka doff  o£ deciioDJ  will  jwt  tatmft  Kfotiaf."  Qbi 
Ui6  ITth  oC  geptember,  1638,  tbefbUotring  aotioe  npiicwGd:  "  Hie  i 
of  tbg  reviKnMdepMtiQa;b,(<Midiii{f  iii(heliftb'i'ard,u*K<iiHit«dtO] 
a.1  RiU-j's  HowJ.  Tueaday .  2&th  at  Septembei,  at  balf-past  lercn  o'clock. 
Byordurof  Ichalxxl  FnlJ,  cbiiirniun."  Coaceiaiag  whaeb.  tJui"KveDuig 
Star"  ntnuukcd:  "Abore  vru  have  a  oalL  for  nmtxiingol  tfaooffiom  of 
omenttciD  hmwo,  in  order  ta  intuf>->n)  wilh  tbe  CDiiiiiij[  doctJotw,  ixtul  thv 
KpuHtj  of  ourdtiMiu  ta  n-'trtrd  to  tucb  proo«ediiigi  a  calculated  to  olanii 
t-very  trii-iid  of  die  republic."  K.  UnfO,  PoIiOal  SketcdWi  oC  E3g1it  Tean 
ill  Wiukuifa-iou,  p.  38. 

'  la  tlic  iiivi'sti^tion  on  the  Swortwout  caae.  of  vrhidi  we  ihaQ  IzeaL 
mom  in  dctojl  iiiiinMliiibtIf,  the  witnost  A.  8.  DePefsler  »a,yt; 
weighviH  [id  tlie  tuatom  bou«e  of  N«w  York]  wen  oJleil  on  to  pay  I 
ilolbus  each  (or  the  topport  of  the  eleotiou;  and  wh#n  I  ilcdiaed,  Mr. ' 
derpot^l.  iifi  deputy  mrteyot,  obaoited,  that  I  ou^t  to  cMatider  whdbcr 
my  Cl.-'iOO  per  aiiiium  wai  uot  worib  payinif  fifteen  duUaa  tor.  Undsr 
tbouDprnxnon  LbaXit  wnathA  priccof  mysitofttioiii  1  poulit.  .  .  .  Bfe  { 
(Sir.  Viuicl<'nx''l)  lifut  aUidof  tlie  iiamca  of  the  olBcen  from  wbam  1 
]/!iA/i4  tho  tax."  Tlio  witucBB  D.  g.  I^tui  utys:  "I  hava freKpenajr  1 
called  on  to  contribuUi  to  political  oltjfcla  while  I  wu  ilcputy  ooUedtoTi  i 
BD  officer  of  the  custom  hoiufl.  The  uuount  was  from  twenty  to  una  hon- 
dred  doUon.  The  tax  was  prv  rata,  oocurliii^  to  aalary.  Il  txm  a  pio- , 
portion  of  fn>m  ons  to  oix  per  cent.  ...  It  wai  aiaeaaed  bgr  tbl  j 
cral  oamnuMr>3  of  Tnitunany  Hall,  and  for  the  Hinifiort<<  the  party* 
inatodthL-Tainmany  Ball  part;.  If  the  individual  did  not  piurUut 
ha  WM  taxed  with,  the  coDeotot  would  remark,  yon  will  be  reported  to  tb» 
general  coouaittco  ~  imd  «Tei;body  weU  uiulontood  Uiat  pnmcriptfan 
woold  follow.  The  iwtlicbn-  of  the  geneial  oonimittM  boa  aa  nlpbnbotical 
book,  which  oontoina  the  names  of  paMoa  taxed,  and  tbc  lunotuit  Mdi 
individual  is  required  to  pay."  Tba  witaeaa  J.  Dicker  refuacd  bi  aoawiT 
the  qoMtioD  wbi.-tb9r.  to  his  knnwhilgir,  tho  district  atUniey,  W.  M.  Mee. 
had  niwle  paymcnta  for  purty  purpooeo.  To  the  qutatiofi,  wboaa  "aafi' 
denct"  tie  would  "violate"  by  tnmiddnK  iufonuatiooi  on  tliia  poiat.  baj 
uBVpred;  "TheeonfidcnoeoFthefiaaoeeooinauttMaf  tbegeaoil' 
cntic  repablican  oominittee."  Ropoit  (of  Hut  nnionlaFlat  Uie  ' 
til  InwstiffKtion.    Nilea,  IiTI,  p.  leS. 
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torn  lionee,  wliere  all  ahiisee  were  carried  fiirtheBt,'  this  danger 
was  by  no  mesne  email,  for,  awordin^  to  a  docision  of  tha 
ttttoniey  jfenemi,  the  collector  was  not  obliged  ovon  to  give 
any  informaUon  aa  to  tlie  grfonds  of  tlie  removal  of  his  anh- 
ordinates.*  Tlie  heads  of  departments  were  obnouBiy  rceiKm- 
sible  to  no  one  in  this  matter,  in  relation  to  tlio  t-Sicors  ap- 
pointed by  tliciu..  Wliat  iniincnsc  power  was  thus  put  m 
thdr  baada  may  he  inferred  fmtn  tliis  one  fact,  that  there 
were  13.028  postoffioes  oh  the  30th  of  November,  1839.* 
What  was  to  become,  whnt  iiec€si!arily  would  bocome  of 
Bcials  who  owod  ihoir  appointment  more  and   more  to 


'Qentoa.  ton,  cilb  "the  nulom  Iioum  of  Nnw  Torlc,  the  tennrof  the 
honest,  and  tlie  hope  of  th«  wimpt."  Thirty  Ydoni'  Vii>TT,  I(,  p.  208. 
lie  nKDificanou  of  thij^ict  oppcnnt  f or  the  GM  dmo  in  its  rig'ht  light, 
wbm  it  ia  kept  in  viewthnt  "tba  ciutomi)  oollect^l  in  New  York  eqaat 
neariy  t*r»- third*  of  the  wbol«  unotiut  id  all  the  L'liiUid  Staltia."  Special 
Report  of  the  Stttetair  of  tlie  Treasury  od  Ur.  Swaitm'oat'ii  Drfulcatious. 
flotiK  Doc.  %th  OoBgi.,  3d  Bern.,  No.  13,  -p.  S. 

*  "Thi!  nppiotMitiOD  of  the  liead  of  the  tceamiry  dejinxtraeat  in  Tieeemair 
to  the  «ni|ilc7in«Dt  of  the  olfic«n  in  qneetion,  hj  tha  eiqireM  ttroviMOm  o£ 
the  fids  of  1796  and  181S;  but  nothinjr  is  raid  of  thi-ir  lemoral.  D;  noca- 
tary  impliestioD,  howercr,  and  in  lutidotfy  bi  tho  coneti,tutional  power  of 
noDoval  cnrdacd  lijr  the  praidttit,  tho  oallrctor  baa  Ihc  like  power;  aad 
u  tfao  law  doM  not  reqnin  him  \a  etats  tha  esiuo  of  ivmoval,  nor  ercn 
rrquire  it  to  be  done  with  the  approbation  ol  the  wccretary  of  the  trmsurT. 
1  ill)  Dot  we  that  the  latter  liaa  uijr  !t>iral  autliciriiy  ia  coil  dir  the  rvusoDB 
CO  wliieh  tl;d  caJlc«tar  proceeds.  ^Vliort  %  itvw  fip|>uiDliti>ni  is  to  tollow, 
(he  reawHu  of  tho  raonoval  may  1>?  oMff ul  to  tho  secniUry  in  dwiding 
wbetiMT  or  not  the  new  a^tiuintinPnt  shitU  be  approviid;  an<l,  in  orxltuoty 
cam.  a  due  record  to  (he  hantMoy  of  th«  public  aaviop.  and  tlie  rcKpect 
dna  to  the  miperior  ottaa.  wcmld  scuri  to  dJctat«  aoomplunce  with  narh  a 
all.  On  the  other  hiutd,  owca  may  ciurily  be  imofrined  wJicro  the  pubUo 
fiitnMt  niayitnogly  deinnod  a  TOmoval,  and  whem  yet  ttio  mllector.  with- 
aet  aay  nolation  at  official  oomity,  nuy  very  proptTlj  withhold  Ch«  rvatou 
ti  hii  MtJoB.  Dot,  whatever  may  be  the  molivD  or  dtaracter  of  the  lefotal 
to  wn^n  mch  reasons,  hie  lAf^al  light  to  withhold  them  app^an  to  otc  to 
l«  turjr  dear."    April  .30,  1P39.    Opin.  of  the  Att.  a«i..  Ill,  p.  336. 

•Van  Daren *B  third  annual  maaa^;  Stateini.'B  Uon.,  II,  p.  1332. 
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thdrHTTioei  in  the  interest  of  a  party — vliO  must  haTC 
ooDsIdered  It  alino.'^t  certain  that  a  cliaiige  iii  llie  preeitlciic^' 
would  put  ail  end  to  tlieir  official  cxisleuoe— who  even, 
during  this  sliort  period,  were  entirely  at  the  caprice  nf  their 
chiefs,  Hiid  who  kne^  tliat  the  latter  would  tii^e  tlieir  shearft 
of  the  Fates,  if  tlioydid  not  ahu&e  their  official  ]>oMtioa  to 
promote  the  cause  of  the  party? 

Coiii[>1aii]ta  were  not  wanting  eveii  dnrlng  the  admini- 
stration of  JsckRon,  but  now  for  the  first  time  disclosure* 
were  made  which  affiirded  a  Bnfliciently  large  namber  of 
paIpable,provcn  fact*  to  enable  one  to  form  an  approxiraately 
correct  idea  (1b  to  how  far  the  evil  had  nlready  spread,  and 
Itow  deeply  it  liud  eaten  ita  way.  Tlie  president,  on  tlic  Ttli 
of  Decemher,  1S8^.  transmitted  to  congress  a  report  of  tlie 
secretary  of  tlie  treiuiiry  on  the  defalcationB,  "rec^iUy  di»- 
covered,"  of  Sninucl  Swartwont,  the  ex-colloctor  of  Now 
York.'  Tlie  house  of  representatives  thereupon,  on  the  17th 
of  January,  1S30,  chose  a  committee  of  nine  members  to 
invcatigatu  the  defaU-ations  "  of  tlie  custom  hon^:  at  New 
Vork  and  other  j>lacea."  * 

Swartwoiit's  debit  amounted  to  91,325,705.  Enormoos  as 
this  sum  was,  it  was  not  so  much  its  magnitude  ua  the  cin 
oamstanccs  attending  the  swindle  which  mudo  the  case  » 
national  qnt^stion  of  eminent  importance. 

Svvartwoul  was  port  of  the  legacy  left  by  Jackson.  His 
"Bpstiuisuseof  the  public  money  "dated,  according  to  Wood- 
bury's account,  back  into  tlie  year  1S30.'  The  report  of  the 
committee  argued  long  and  vigorously  against  tliia  alloga- 
tioii,  and  showed  t)mt  the  aooouots  of  the  collector  were  en- 
tirely correct  up  to  the  Ut  of  I>eoeml>er,  18ST.    There  was 

■  Deb.  of  CmgT.,  XtTT,  p.  703. 

■The  KMlafJoiii  mm  iirial«d  befon  tbe  npettof  tbci oommttt*,  Nfln. 
LVt,p.  87.  HenitisMkkl,  tibattlienMniieeoC  tbe  prendeal  waa  of  tba 
8th  of  DewmbCT. 

■Boom  Do«.,  20tii  Coosr.,  3d  S«».,  No.  »,  p.  4- 
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onlj  an  apparent  contradiction  between  the  two  alloj^tioii!'. 
TI»e  Becrotary  «if  tlic  treasarj^  adhered  to  llie  fact,  wliile  the 
oommitteo  affected,  on  this  point,  to  be  able  to  seti  nothing  bnt 
the  lines  of  fignres  in  tbc  opposite  columns.  This  was  a.  waste 
of  muchpowtlcr,  tonopiirpoae.  Mniielicvcr  of  tlie  two  stand* 
points  ^ras adopted,  the  administration  appeared  inaiic^ualty 
bad  ligiit.  In  tlic  one  case,  a  swindle  of  grand  proportions 
waa  able  to  be  carried  on  eight  ycnn  without  being  discov- 
eredj  and,  in  lliu other,  the  N.(tmini»tration  bivl  been  satisfied 
for  scrcn  jcars,  becanso  Swnrtu-out  had  charged  himself  in 
the  books  with  the  correct  amount,  but  liad  actually  failed 
to  pay  on-r  iaimen»!  snms.  On  the  other  hand,  it  had  to  be 
oonfeascd  tiiat,  in  both  cases,  so  far  as  the  pi-esidcnt  and  Uic 
Accrelary  of  the  treasury  wmld  rightly  be  held  personally  rc- 
Bponiible  for  tiic  transfer  of  so  important  an  ot!ico  to  the 
care  of  a  client,  tlio  indictment  should  have  been  drnn'n  tip 
in  the  first  place  against  Jackson  and  Ingham.  It  \vn9  plain 
that  thew  could  not  be  cxenlpated  of  personal  gitiltv  rince  it 
appeared  from  the  examination  of  witnesses  that  Swartwoiit, 
at  the  tiino  of  Lis  first  apiwintmcnt  to  the  place,  was  a  noto< 
rioDS  e|>eciilntor  on  'Change,  and  deeply  involved  in  debt.' 
But  tlic  ius|M)niiibilily  extended  fnrthcr.  The  nomination  of 
^e  collector  required  the  confirmation  of  the  senate,  wluch, 
according  to  cnstom,  referred  Swurtwout's  nomination,  in 
1834,  to  a  committee  to  report  on,  after  they  had  considercul 
it.  This  couimittee  conceired  &  suspicion,  and  instituted  an 
exanunation  of  witneesea,  bnt  finally  sent  in  u  favorable  r(^- 
port,  although  tlio  majority  of  the  members  belonged  to  the 
oppoeition.  One  of  the  wilnesTiCs,  the  auditor  of  customs, 
Tatevr  that  Swartwoiit  bad  tiot  adjusted  an  item  of  $30,000 
wliich  was  dne,  bnt  he  did  not  give  any  iufunualiun  of  the 
fact.  Wlien  taken  to  task  for  this,  aftern'arda,  ho  e^d  that 
be  bad  not  ooDBidcred  it  his  duty  to  do  so.    Wlien  aske<l 

'Majority  Report,  Ni3ot,  LVJ,  pp.  W-94. 
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why  lie  did  not  eo  consider  it,  lie  Answered:    "  BeoMue  vo 

derks  of  tbe  cut^tom  liouite  oaiieidcr  onrsctres  in  the  lemoe 
of  tlie  collector,  and  not  in  thu  wrvicc  of  tlio  United  States."' 
Eren  befoi-e  Van  Biirwi  Iind  entered  tlie  White  House,  the 
unmber  uf  those  wlio  iiiiglit.  wiUi  llic  lie»t  of  reaaon,  htn 
been  lield  per^onnllj  responsitile  for  tha  appointmeDt  of  snch 
ti  tnnn  or  for  liis  contiuiiance  in  oflice,  was  ^roat  criongb, 
over  and  over  Hgain,  not  to  j)enntt  nnj  one  to  he  held  respOD- 
sible,  for  the  simple  reason  timt  their  number  wss  too  large. 
Nutn>it]i!itamllng  nil  tliis,  there  yet  reinnined  eoongh  of 
tbe  Swnrtwotit  case  to  iniihe  out  a  bill  agjunst  Van  Buivii'e 
admini^tratiim  —  a  bill  wliicli,  with  reason,  played  a  very 
great  part  in  the  electoral  campaign.  The  foregoing  ndniiii. 
istration  had  allowed  Reren  jenrs  to  elapse  vlthonC  h&iing 
the  collector's  legal  bonds  in  the  coinptroUer'a  olBea  at  Wa«h- 
ington,"  niid  Woodbury  deliiyt-d  seren  months  oonipelUng 
the  collector  to  close  tind  settle  bis  oocouiit  with  the  govern- 
ment*   Bat  DO  one  was  gnilty.    Tbe  secretary  of  tlie  treu* 

'  Minoritf  Rvpcot,  ibid.,  p.  1^. 

'  SDiWiritj  Rvixnt,  ibid.,  p.  187. 

* "  Dut  agab  the  depwrtment  fell  Into  a  dead  Hlambor  rdotiTe  to  Mr. 
SwBitmmt**  noootints,  frotn  which  ft  was  not  awakened  Dntit  to  tli*  mAj 
port  of  NoviMnbcr.  over  aorcn  montJia  after  Mr.  Swartwout  hjul  nlind 
^lu  otHat,  luiil  over  four  montfaa  after  th?  return  dajr  o(  Mr.  Swastweut'i 
liuit  quvter'a  tuxvunt  htuJ  expired  witboat  hannff  been  rctuntn),  and  two 
nuiiitJu  after  his  mireties  had  been  notified  (thnm^  CofiiptroUer  Barker) 
of  hi«  nr^loct  to  Mtsni  and  Mttl*  hii  nocoante.  Front  Aphl  antO  ttw  31*t 
of  Anfroft.  a  penod  of  firar  months.  )f r.  Swartwout.  Ibougb  known  to  be 
hcMing  a  huge  amonDt  nf  public  mtoif.j,  and  w>  longer  u  offiooi-  of  gv*- 
emmentt  ww  not  dislobed  by  vnu  a  call  from  tbo  conqitroliat  to  Mttle. 
or  Mtplob  his  nvtilMt  to  Mttle  hb  aMonnla.  Tot,  on  tba  adjurtnMat  of 
this  Gollecto'a  aocount*  in  the  mean  time,  rix.,  Jane  21,  1>^,  for  Ibe 
(|traftn  preceding  hit  tart  (icaiter.  the  comptroller  knew  the  b^anec  of 
hoiids,  cash  and  anMtU«d  nctoants  againrt  tbo  ooU«ctor,  was  nine  taiDian 
ta  bundled  thousand  ttollaia  and  npvranla.  On  Ui«  lit  of  Jnly  the  cocnp* 
tioOflr  knew,  or  iboold  have  Icaown,  but  (or  extroordinai?  inattention  ai)*l 
ociject  of  dat>,  that  tbo  tiiao  for  rtnduiiig  and  uttltsff  Ur. 
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tirj  tbrcw  the  disguetiug  parcul  to  tlio  comptroller,  who,  in 
llio  questions  in  point,  was  indejieudcnt;  the  comptmHer  In 
like  manner  sent  it  fiirtlier,  and  thus  it  was  kept  brisklv 
moving'  on  and  on,  Hfee  hrick*  in  tho  hnncis  of  worliinen  when 
n  housA  is  pnttiiig  up  —  only  it  did  not  go  upwards,  but  down- 
wardly, until  it  I'Ciiched  the  hrd  of  Mckneso,  to  be  at  last 
saFcIjr  interred  in  the  grave.  Of  three  of  the  c«n]ptmller*s 
Ixjoks,  tw«  were  no  longer  kept  at  all,  and  Ihc  third,  accord- 
ing to  Uio  onnnimoue  testimony  of  the  witncssos,  not  a  sool 
in  the  treasury  departmont  understood.  The  pcrtiiieut  cx- 
cnsa  for  this  ^vas  tlie  sickness  of  one  clerk  and  the  death  of 
two  others.' 

The  report  of  the  minority  insisted  repeatedly,  in  tones  of 
excoae,  that  it  could  never  have  oome  to  Bucb  a  pntta,  if  Swart- 
n-r>ut  hnd  not  bad  a  largo  number  of  acoompliceo.*  The  fact 
was  correct  enough,  and  it  was  all  the  more  fcigiiiScant  hc- 
eanso  the  Accomplices  did  not  consist  entirely  nf  thecolleofc- 
or'»  silbordinattift.  Among  tbem  wore,  c*prcially,  the  district 
attorney,  Price,  wlio  bad  cheated  the  government  out  of 
€73,134.'    Yet  the  fact  does  not  appear  in  a  completely  right 

BODoaoti  bad  expired ;  and  that  by  tfaci  act  oE  Mnrch  ^.  1795,  it  had  beoome 
km  «z]>raa  duty  to  <subo  Mi.  Swaitwout'a  acoouata  to  bo  stated,  and  to 
Rue  a  wamnt  agaiiut  him  unA  hia  niretiM."  Miu.  R^.,  ibid.,  p.  108. 
I '  Mxjont7  iUfMirt,  ibid,,  1 10,  and  Utncnly  Report,  p.  1^7. 
*  "  The  eighth  canae.  and  oim  of  the  prindp^,  wan  a  coiiibl nation  of  on* 
lifioaipled  inen,otfic«n  in  thn  ci»tom  hotuc,  to  defraud  the  governmimt 
mad  plnndur  th«  people,  Witboab  this  combinatiOD,  Swaitwoat  aould  not 
haM  awicealMl  hii  tmudi  a  day,  oertiunly  aot  a  week.  ...  No  cidin 
«ad  iliapasuanalc  muji  aw  rend  the  evideuoe  taikaa  bj  Uio  coaiinittt>o  in 
the  prognm  of  ihin  inTOttigiitiOQ.  hut  wQl  oome  to  the  concluaion  that  the 
taifaier  and  aniitnnt  caiihier  and  Uie  depuUoi  ol  tha  cu*t«in  hoam  bedag 
iadatat&l  to  Swortwout  for  their  oOtcM,  and  aubjectto  be  removed  by  Mm. 
^v^  me  el  Uia  civat  CMMM  of  pcculatioii,  and  ol  ita  concealmi^at."   Ibid., 

■  "  Sulgeet,  liow«i«r,  in  all  probability,  to  aomg  off-aets  for  legal  nturlcea 
ir«t  tendered  in  Uie  diaises  of  Mr.  Phoe."    Bcpoctof  the  auu'otilri 
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oastom  lioiiee  office  of  New  York,  under  Hoyt,  bore  a  v&y 
Btroug  reicmblaiicc  to  tliat  under  SwartwooL' 

Themiiiority  of  tlie  iuvestigalirig  committee  seems, ^t]i- 
oiit  giving  diiTct  expression  to  it,  to  Itavo  desired  to  maku 
ttverybody  bclterc  that  no  sccrotArjrof  the  treasury  vouIdliaTB 
been  able  to  protect  tlio  state  against  the  serried  roaks  of  tbc 
ondtoni  lioase  office.  Ttie  oonclueion  that  80  manj  of  the  cos- 
tora  houso  officials  were  in  the  same  boat  was  warranted  to  a 
oertaiD  extent,  and  was  of  some  importanoe,  even  if  it  were 
not  the  only  conclusion,  nor  the  most  material  onCf  which 
oould  hare  been  dravfu  from  the  abure  premises.  But  it  mat- 
tered not  how  mncti  this  might  excaee  the  admiuistratioD*  it 
stood  tinder  a  similar  aocu^tion  in  qnartcre  in  which  there 
oootd  be  DO  auapicioBSof  "combinatioosof  aupriucipled  men." 
In  the  land  offioesi  the  mtemanagemciit  was  as  great  as  io  the 
eutom  botuea,  even  if  the  sums  lost  b>-  the  gorcmmcnt  ia 
lh«in  vera  moeh  smaller.*  Here,  too,  not  the  digh test  suspi- 
cion re&tod  on  WoodbaryV  poreooal  honor.  Uis  hands  were 
•DtirclT  clean,  bat  the  rai«at&  carrit-d  oo  their  trade  under  him 
vitli  as  oinch  unconcern  as  thev  possibly  conid  nnder  a  chief 
wbo  insisted  on  rccciriag  from  them  a  r^nlar  percentage  of 
their  unlavrfol  gains.  But  this  does  not,  by  any  means,  sigiufy 
that  be  was  indifferent  to  their  intngiMS.  His  volmninous 
ooneqwodflBoe  with  them  is  an  nninteiinptri  series  of  ad- 
monitiooEt  prayers  and  threats,  all  of  which  nunaioed  e^aall  v 

*DaiiarHcqit.eT«7aS(al  in  tiM  cwtaa  koiM  ia  N«w  Tork  ooMomed 
*<iwmr  OB  aa  a<nBge  pir  anaia  sC  fSIS-aiS.  Tlw  grow  tS  Itetl 
p««M  tilled  t» (be  rmnuMt  ^  As  nfael  t2^^As  il  n%fat 
bakadfcrVIJIX   TW  "pwfc-rf  wsi  ■!■>  Mi  tmitm  aaj  ^nt-liM 

OBBli  WM  fol  «l  thi  MeOMfc  si  HtSOk  Md  tW  IHBflt  p^S  ««rtb  US,  It 
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fraitlen.  Ono  con  ecaroelj  ward  o£E  tho  iinprcssion  th«t 
tlio  gatitlomen  even  grow  merry  at  hia  expense.  Ila  oon- 
tinnoJ  tu  be  oouslderation  and  dufcrciica  Chomselvee  eveu 
*h«ii  hiK  Job-like  patience  vae  at  length  exhaofeted,  and  ho 
It  QD  altogctlior  tooliardfiul  sinner  oi-urboiird.  But  even 
icn  he  allowed  tlieso  gi>ntlemen  ample  time  to  pat  tlieir 
idTairs  in  order,  and  lBudc<l  tUctrhoncsty  when  they  promiBod 
to  put  tlieir  property  at  tlie  disposal  of  the  goveniiDent  to 
gnard  nguinst  \om.  But  oven  with  this  lie  conld  not  satisfy 
all.  His  mvcstignting  commieeionor  advised  him  to  leave 
tiio«  in  office  who  had  already  featliercd  their  nc4t»,  since 
iw  oflBciaU  would  b^ia  the  business  wver  again.'      But 


■  A  fbint  eztiact  from  Woodbury's  eormipondftnca  witH  Bnjnl,  tlu  m- 
tn-n  at  CnlninWi.  in  U!«u«sipi}i,  will  mffin^  to  diantcteriin  both  the  p^ 
(iru  nnd  tha  attnalioii.  Ob  the  24th  of  July,  1837,  tii«  coUodor  writan  to 
L'tiuy  of  tiie  taMuupy:  "I  wbb  aiixtouji  (o  obt^n  (for  &  McoDd 
f)  {he  muan  oC  thoso  who  wme  on  my  flret  bond  (to  whom  I  ham 
siailf  an  diJaaatJan  of  my  alTdire)  ■□  prcft-n-ncc  to  any  othorfl,  iu  orclor  to 
abow  to  tbe  ilepxrtment  thiit  my  frcmlK  lirro,  uid  thorn  vho  knew  my 
bmincci  Vtt,  «lill  hn*e  conliiliMiOT.  Tbe  trutl  i»,  I  am  in  d<TftHlt,  &  cir- 
comstaiHP  which  hnn  orisinM<Gil  from  my  rrpocitiii  too  gnat  ronfiilmoe  ia 
oQiera.  I  un.  linwRver.prvpoTcd  and  determined  to  aecun!  the  s^vernmcnt 
lom,  not  only  by  a  niilJciPut  bond.  Intt  alto  to  Mcuru  it  and  my 
lliy  an  rniooDditionn]  lunvnclcr  of  the  whole  of  niy  jiropcrrty.  whpt^ 
|BiaiybOM>quin^d.  .  .  .  Tt  ia  also  my  intr>ntion,  u  maii  u  t  can 
r onange tfacM  UunRs,  to forwordmy  leaiiniatioa."  To thia,  Wood- 
■^aiMtweia  on  tbe  8th  of  Autcuit;  "1  am  happy  to  bear  of  th^frwik  aod 
\Ae  totam  proposed  in  your  ktt«r  of  the  Stth  ult.  U  would  bo  oon- 
ijiml  to  b«v«  tho  boml  nnd  rr^jriation  arrive  hf-ro  by  the  early  part  of 
itinnber.'*  TbAao  Ittttoni  nronld  perhnpn  not  excite  ipecial  oJtention, 
;  it  not  that  in  tim  folloirm;  Lcttwr  of  tho  iaToUffating  oommuaioim, 
ali^,  to  Woodbnry  of  tbe  Hth  of  Juno,  that  ia  ax  wwka  before  thu 
k-tla-T  of  EloyJ,  tho  dgbt  commcutoiy  to  it  is  preserved:  "The  ao- 
nonnl  of  tlio  reoeivFT  which  I  have  made  out.  and  fiaminit  herewith,  pis- 
joAt  i^raintt  him  a  IdtlsDoeof  f5$,966.&l.  "Ba  own  kMoont  makM  it 
|r>^^M?I;  it  ia  also  aanextd.  .  .  .  The  man  seoaii  really  penitent: 
I  lun  inclisMl  to  tijink,  in  common  with  hia  frirtnds.  that  he  ia  bonert, 
nd  ha4  bceii  led  away  Eioia  hia  da^  by  the  cxumplc  of  hia  prcdcceaeor. 
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Woodbury  liSmself  subsequently  boasted  that  be  bad,  bow- 
ever,  without  following  tlie  example  of  European  de»pol», 
removed  all  convicted  swinJlers  unless  they  bad  previoualy 
resigned  of  thctnaclvca;  but  how  long  a  time  niks  left  them 
to  resign  *'  Iionorably,*'  he  does  not  say.* 

Tbia  cerlainly  was  a  condition  of  things  which  called 
urgently  for  a  reform.  And  it  was  jnsc  a&  certain  that  this 
reform  wits  not  to  be  expected  of  tlie  reigning  l>ftrty.  To 
aAk  a  politiciil  partjr  to  nbolish  the  abnses  wbicli  it  industri- 
ously cnltjrated  and  brought  to  oiaturitj,  and  on  which  its 
[lower  was,  iu  great  part,  iMised,  is  to  d'Oc  tho  impoasibte. 
Soch  an  intornal  reform  is  an  absui-dily,  tor  the  pnrty,  froni 
the  very  fact  that  it  proceeded  to  effect  tho  reform  hooeslly 
and  with  r  proper  (inderstanding  of  its  meaning,  would  hare 

wtida  ontain  looMMieaa  in  the  caio  ot  monlitj.  which  hen  doci  net  man 
hi  to  ]mitpi  a  cirelo  ai  it  c1oc«  with  m  at  bone.  Another  n<c«iTCt  wndd 
pTobabl;  Mlon  in  the  fbotcbfrpa  td  tho  two.  You  -rill  not,  therpfortt,  h> 
eiuprisMl,  if  I  KnxKiimimil  liU  hfing  ntiuntd  in  pnfercne*  to  anotha  ap> 
pdntmcnt;  tor  be  hua  bin  hnn  J>  full  now,  and  will  not  he  dtipcnnd  to  ipto- 
abtfl  an;  more.  ...  Be  hai.  ntomonr,  pleilgvd  liu  wori,  Uut  if 
■«lbined.  he  will  atriclly  tib*j  the  Uw.  .  .  .  Lmit;  towinls  lum.  then- 
fore,  mieht  Rtimulatc  him  to  nertJoiu  whidi  aercrity  mit^it,  padupo,  iw 
a(fi»."    NilM.  LVI.  p.  158. 

' "  It  neomii  that  I  voianiitied  a  hninoai  m  ia  writing  and  nnnxB  o« 
teoriven  too  ofteii  a  cueful  duchtufte  of  thoir  duttei.  H(>  [Sraator  Ennt, 
ol  Vun^l  prob&bljr  thinln  that  th«  tnoro  nioJ^rn  milibu?  «tjlc  of  tlie  im»- 
mt  Mijminiatratian  lUouId  ha,T«  been  odoplid;  and  whether  nifllcient  easH 
ndatcd  or  not,  t  should  have  taid  to  the  ptvoidcnt,  at  ODce,  *  off  with  fhcfr 
beada.'  let  me  contioa  that  giaiUcman  aea>n>t  boo  auddenly  intnotiL-ins 
bAo  oar  crril  aratna  of  wiml  lighla  and  pririlogM  tttber  militai^,  Jnim 
bend,  couit-niaitial  codo,  or  prcccdfuti  from  the  wonienu  of  Ennpnn 
dcopotinii.  ...  In  «roi7  instance,  aim,  ia  oil  the  recent  camfpaad- 
erne  to  wbtoh  tho  gonttcauw  ie£n»,  not  a  can  coo  be  tmaA  of  •  wuimI 
on  a  Tcceim  beins  pralc«t«d  or  unpaid,  anlcH  cxpluiDed  bgrmne  nrdiiwt, 
and  the  readTer  wat  notfarthwilfa(?!}iapeDdedort«inoTtNL  Soaec^ 
esfta  of  a  pocuniaiy  ddaolb  or  cmbentlemml,  dea^y  aaoertttluoil  on  ow 
own  hooks,  when  tho  ofllmillnir  nodwer  waa  not  diamiaed,  if,  in  the  nMwn 
timA,  be  bad  not  rvngaed."    Woodboij'e  Writias*,  I,  pp.  ITd^  m. 
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to  be  tlie  partj.  Tlie  attacks  of  the  whigs  were, 
leroforo,  iDcisirc  to  the  extreme,  and  tlic  douiocrats  had 
nothiug  to  oppose  to  them  bnt  vtnpt^  declamation  and  haao 
tubterfoge.  But  it  wus  a  very  difTercnt  qtictitioii  what  guar- 
Bntics  die  whigs  offered  that,  undvr  their  rule,  the  conduct 
i>r  aJlairB  trould  be  different.  In  all  tlieir  CTitici&m,  there 
waa  but  one  positive  point —  tlic  demand  that  remocalK  from 
office  should  not  Ixj  made  without  a  statement  of  the  ruasouK 
UiL'njfor,  Yet  scarcely  had  lIiL-y  taken  liold  of  tJie  helm  tltau 
the/  ti^mbled  as  if  in  a  fever-chill  at  cho  romembraace  of 
that  8ame  positive  element.'  No  other  reason  for  tlie  evil 
could  Ixj  dificorered  io  their  apeecltee  than  the  unwortUiooBa 
uf  the  democraU,  and  they  offered  no  other  eouurity  that  it 
dioald  be  done  away  with  than  that  of  tbcir  own  worthiness. 
A  weaker  and  more  objectionable  argument  could  not  have 
been  found.  Tlie  people  were  divided  among  the  two  parties 
In  almost  eqnnl  parts.  A  nation  which,  from  a  moral 
rtotidpoint,  id  divided  into  two  equal  parts,  goat£  and  ehoep, 
dad  which  is  aleo  politically  grouped  acoordini;  to  such  a 
division,  has  ii>2vcr  cxiatcd  and  uovcr  can  exist.  !•'  the  wliiga 
had  nothiog  more  forcible  to  say  for  themselves,  the  people 
laight  properly  have  inquired  with  Woodbury's  iavestigating 
«oiiinii£uoQcr,  whether  it  would  not  have  been  more  pnw^ 
tieable  to  loivc  those  in  ofdce  whose  bands  wei-c  already 
"fulL" 
We  need  not  wonder  that  this  wortlileea  oontraating  of  the 

'In  the  hoiu«  of  r«preKnta.tJveft,  Juite  IT,  1341:  "  Wattcrson offered 
imoliitiAni  to  call  npon  th«  proridcnt  and  b^nd*  of  dt^iuurtmenU  for  a  li4 
e(  nnnOTvlB.  with  the  mMmu  for  them.  He  bod  a  Ions  preaniblo  of 
whrtrawi.  quotiiifr  ft^mi  the  atninp  spe?dies  of  Webster,  Chiv,  Boll  itnd 
QfttaadsB,  last  mimmcr  — dedamtiona  tfant  norctaoviili  oufiUi  erer  to  bo 
■udewilhontanifinineiitotreiuoins  for  the  roiooval.  llii)  vrhigs  were  all 
In  oomraoUon  at  this  auPTcmcnt.  Watt<,-noD'i  motion  l»  fUfp«od  tb«  nisi 
«■■  n^bnl  —  Gfty-KTUi  to  one  Iiun<lit:il  uid  tliirtjr."  Uem.  of  J.  Q. 
Mmm,  X,  p.  4«1. 


858  jACKsojf's  tmatmTmkTnm—'XmnnUinos  aw  tkxa«. 


tvro  parties  acciT^liug  to  tl)«ir  attitude  towards  tho  earn- 
matKltt  of  civic  niomlitVi  BcotucJ  to  the  people  to  be  entirely 
ID  order.  Ko  i>eoplc  Ims  ever  yet  l»ee«  i«)  Lighly  lievolojied 
tliat  tlie  immetiae  majority  of  the  nation  has  Dot,  even  win  i. 
tlie  It^iiiptiititm  to  do  bo  was  wc&kesl,  judged  partii'^  fruiii 
tiiD  etuudpoint  of  the  gockd  or  tlie  bad,  instead  of  from  tiw 
itoiidjioiDb  of  tlie  rigbt  or  the  wrong;  or  that,  at  leut,  tfae>- 
liavo  not  confounded  tlio  ODC  poiut  of  view  with  tlie  ollwr. 
It  would  he  folly  to  wisb  to  reproftch  tlie  people  greatly  1»- 
oouM  a  certain  faith  in  tho  alleged  greater  virtu©  of  tbe  wliigs 
was  found  among  tliem,  bo  long  as  this  virtue  had  nut  bocn 
put  to  t)ic  test.  Tlie  growth  o£  political  knowlodgo  kccpa  pace 
vritli  the  growth  of  experience.  But  the  eipcricncA  Idthcrtu 
had  ^vas  oae-sided.  Not  until  some  eiiperience  had  boea  had 
of  the  oppLtiitiott  hitherto,  could  imy  hope  be  harhoi'od  \otce 
the  conclusiou  force  itself  on  irider  circles  of  incii  that,  giiilty 
18  the>ie  iiidividuaU  or  thoso  might  be,  the  ultimate  oaoM  of 
tlic  evil  WU8  not  to  be  soaght  for  in  the  tuq>itudc  uf  rcrlsiti 
periionii,  but  in  a  defect  in  the  aystom.  Ko  uiiu  yet  knew  auy- 
tiling  as  to  hovr  the  whiga  would  demean  tlieiiidclvea  whni 
they  became  the  riding  pnrty.  Uut,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was 
entirely  b«yond doubt  that^  under  dcmocnitic  ruU\  much,  and 
that  essential,  had  gntwii  n>tton,  nnd  was  growing  Ritlcucr 
steadily.  And  the  present  administration  had  nothtugto 
ahow  which  would  have  ii|ipoared  Ut  the  judgment  or  fwling 
of  iho  people  aa  a  counterpoise  to  this,  worthy  of  tlieir  n'gaid. 
Its  only  really  great  merit,  tho  ''indcpoudvot  trcusurr," 
could  not.  at  the  time,  be  at  all  rightly  appreciated.  Uut, 
on  the  other  himd,  there  watt  altogether  too  Mruiig  tut  inoUiia- 
tion,mu«)t  inequitably, to  lay  at  its  door  all  the  bad  tliaC  had 
haplicued  during  its  period  of  office.'     On  its  aidu,  it  had. 

■  I  do  Dot  oxwulur  it  oecoHaiy  to  review  PoiiMott't  militiK.  pttqvct,  wIim 
plmrad  a  ffrent (Mrl  ill  tiia elratoTdi  oampoigD.    hi  bij  ojjiniid,  the  «l 
««ra  liiftit  iu  dvcWins  it  uncoiulilutuMinl.    But  it  wiu  ridiailotu  tv  i 
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lotliing  biit  A  well  disciplined  party  spirit;  against  it,  it  bad 
\  feeling  bard  to  circumscribe,  bet  at  bigb  tonsiou.  If  it 
wero  tbo  case  of  an  iudividual,  we  migbt  perhaps  say  tliAt 
ho  did  Dot  Imow  whether  to  langb  or  ory.  It  wonid  be  & 
getal  mistake  to  snpposo  that  a  etorin  of  whig  enthusiasm 
had  swept  over  the  country.  And  it  would  be  scarcely  leu 
wrong  to  beliere  that  people  had  turned  awny  in  deep  (lis- 
glut  from  the  poesed&ore  of  power  at  the  moment,  or  from 
the  disttnguiahing  priociples  of  tbo  doLnocratlc  party  pro- 
gramme. On  only  one  i>oint  wore  the  masiiee  clear,  as  ths 
whiga  themselves  acknowledged  with  great  ingeouoii&ueaa  ^ 
that  they  wanted  a  change.' 


it  to  the  dimcnaoDB  of  a  duply  laid  pUa  of  the  pmidciit  and  aecxfstasj  at 
mr  ogunrt  ttie  Erccdnm  of  tbo  countiy.  I  feel  convinced  thut  ClAy  wna 
gaDiy  of  demagogical  aviation,  and  that  he  wiu  not  (Tilly  ButiHfiL-d  of  tha 
tratb  (rf  Hii  own  wnrdq  wlwri  hi>  ao'i-mnlj'  wiini'*d  hi*  hi'nww  nt  Titylore- 
riDe:  "Indexable  u  this  project  h.  fellow  ritizcria,  da  not  lio  deceived 
bf  Rippoaing  thiit  it  haa  b««ii  or  will  be  abandoned.  It  is  a  principle  of 
Utew  wiio  ore  now  in  povcr,  thut  an  cIccLioa  or  rc-i.-kcl^<iii  of  the  prvwdenU 
ii^Un  Ibe  MRCtion  of  t)in  pmplc  to  nil  tho  ninumrni  whicli  he  liod  pit^ 
pomd,  and  all  the  opinioot  wliich  ho  liad  exprencd,  on  public  ufFnin  prior 
tDtliatercnt, .  .  .  [xrtUktr.  Vanllurenbe  te-«lect«din  NoTetiiberni>xt,iiid 
itwiUbecIaimMtfaat  tbo  pcoplA  bore  thnoby  ftpproT«d  of  Uiis  plan  of  tha 
ctaiyofwiu."  SpeeclkM.  p.  430.  I  hni'cnotcitlieriiiade  mL-ntion  iatbs 
tof  the  variancca with Knplnml,  prodncM  liywrnrK'thingiiwhicl]  occurred 
I  Ibe  Oiaadiaa  boQiidarr.  IniportuiitutUney  wereat  Uie  lime,  tfaej' cm^ 
i  no  influence  on  tlii'  intpmiU  liittory  of  the  United  Stabn,  and  eren 
'^amg  the  electoral  campaiftn  tboy  fell  into  the  backgroand  in  a  maaaov 
wldcb  ahnoat  ncitca  surprisi-. 

'  Wolxba-  wtitca  on  Ui.^  U  Hi  of  Jutif,  1840.  to  Mr.  Coffin  r  ■ '  And  the 
ftst  tlunc  to  cluuiKV  tbU  cvQiJitJon  for  the  better  will  be  u,  gancrai  belief 
that  tfaEce  ii  to  be  a  diange  of  aduuniatratbn;  becauae  men  will  look  to  a 
dmige  of  administration  and  nothinjc  else,  for  »  chaagv  of  mvaaana, 
Tbejezpect  nrlkf  from  no  otJivr  quarto-.  All  that  keeps  thinus  now  froia 
gmrhig  iLlI  vo»s  it  the  hope  that  a  cbaiif^e  of  adininitinttion  m  uppnanb- 
tog.'*  rriv.  Conrcp.t  tl.  p.  84.  Id  hia  ipccch  bL-forc  the  wtii^  conreQtion 
■tBiehn(Kid,oa  the 0th of  October.  lS40,be  exdiuum  at  tliedoie:  "Tei« 
AdMii^*    I  aaid  whea  1  wua  in  Baitimoro,  in  Sny  lust,  and  I  repeat  i% 
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ThiK  explftins  in  groat  part  vhy  the  ecale  vacillated  5o 
loiifi  botvreou  the  two  partzea,  anil  Uiea  sank  witti  unasuftl 
weight  to  the  advautagc  of  Uic  wiiigs.  Id  straoge  ooainut 
with  thcii-  brilliant  victory,  tUei-efore,  wo  see  thcni  feel  their 
waj  unccrtuin  in  all  the  proparatorj  bt&gw  of  the  ck-ctunl 
caQipiiign^aod  joopardize  their  auoocsb  bjr  a  qaiut  but  hbt 
contest  among  thcmeclres.  Thcj  were  so  far  from  being 
oertain  of  th«ir  triQiii}}!!,  that  they  bocamo  olarmiiiglj' 
anxioiie  to  gire  oflcuiic  to  qo  oue,  in  orUer  that  they  mi^bt 
onitc  all  the  die^tibficd  olumcnt£,  whatever  might  be  tlie 
rvaaou  of  tlieir  dic&atlsEactiou.  Ajidfir«t,iu  the  clioieeof 
persons,  the  fitnces  of  eandidated  waa  euboi'dinnted  to  thi^ 
purpose.  And  this  was  done  all  the  more  imheditatiDgl^, 
aft  in  this  wa;  a  veil  was  obtained  to  cover  the  iittrigLeu 
which  were  plotted  by  the  lenders  against  oue  another  from 
personal  jealousy.  The  real  head  of  the  party,  unque«tioii- 
ahly,  was  Ucnry  Clay.  But  if,  on  this  account,  it  was  at  first 
loolccd  u[)on  as  almost  Bolf-cvident  tliat  he  would  be  choMH 
leader,  the  last  presidential  vluclion,  on  the  other  hand,  re- 
calh^l  the  fact  that  the  pnrtj  by  no  means  considered  Et 
nooeaaary  to  select  its  real  head  under  alt  circa matanoee  as 
its  leader.  Much  as  Clay's  sanguine  tempenunent  iooliocd 
him  to  take  his  vrishix  for  prob*biUtie»,  he  did  not  ig- 
norc  bow  doubtful  it  was  whether  the  realisation  uf  hts 
wishes  was  probable.  When,  in  the  summer  of  1837,  the 
first  formal  inquiries  were  made  of  him,  be  affected  toloo^ 
greatly  to  spend  his  days  In  the  qtiiet  of  rctiromtmt.     If  ha 

bar,  the  07,  tiie  uniTRraal  cry,  ia  for  a  dianKC  Hoirerfr  wvll  man;  raa; 
think  6f  the  motiTm  and  ieagaa  of  tba  ex'wting  ulminittnitKm,  iJie;  nt 
that  it  has  oot  MKceodod  is  aeciniiiff  the  mU-beliis  of  Uw  oOtuAry,  lad 
tiur  ajc  fn-  a  diug«."  Works.  II,  p.  102:  Oajr  nyn  in  TuylanvOii: 
**11m7  fthe  jwopte]  Wl  th*  olnolute  MocMity  ot  acbatifrt,  that  nnriM^i 
can  nrndcr  their  eondiUoo  wmrni.  and  tfaitt  any  cfaanet^  mukt  twttrr  IL 
Hite  b  Uie  jaigmaii  to  wWdi  Ibe;  hava  oome;  tU*  ti>«  brief  aod  oen* 
peodioui  logie  wfaiek  w»  doil;  bear."    Spet^im,  U,  p.  -tSS. 
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luul  really  talked  himself  into  tliU  position,  it  wag  obviously 
under  tlie  pressure  of  the  well  fouaded  doubt  as  to  what 
4UtitiiJe  Ihe  parly  would  iissiime  townrds  biin  now  tliat  it 
had  a  iiro«pect  of  success.'  Bm,  at  llie  same  time,  he  ooiild 
not,  from  the  very  fii-st,  conceal  the  liojje,  tUnt  tlio  good  will 
itf  the  masses  would  triuin]>h  over  the  maocuvors  of  his 
rivals.  He  thought  he  would  l*  —  iio  matter  what  his  per- 
Muial  wishes  wore  —  *' foreed  into  the  prcaideiitial  nj-cna," 
itid  relates  with  eoaroely  diisemhled  salisf notion,  bow  hi« 
friends  in  Xew  Yorlt  had  begun  to  orgauize,  notwithstanding 
(lie  agitation  iu  favor  of  Webster.' 

ClayV  next  two  yean  were  a  continual  oseilliiUou  between 
hope  and  fear.  In  April,  183S,  ho  was  entirely  confident;' 
in  November,  he  droojied;'   in  January,  1339,  he  was  in 

^H|'*' I  liave  not,  farsereral  yam.  looVwl  to  the  event  of  mj  being  ^IsvxA  in 
^^^^B^i'f  I'tii^f  ranniRtrat)',  »«  onx  Ihul  wm  prohnl>l>>.  My  (ei^Iiii^and 
^^^^Bon>  have  tukvn  a  (tiScimt  direction,  While  1  am  not  iuscasiblo  to 
IIh  «xa1tad  battat  of  filtioa  the  bighest  office  within  th^i  gift  oE  this  icn-al 
pM|il«,  I  haro  (kwcd  rctvcuonl  from  the  ovos  o(  public  lite;  and  al- 
(JKngfa  I  hare  not  b«ea  able  Miy  to  gratify  tliis  mth,  I  tun  in  thn  nuoy- 
mentof  romfomtiTC  rrpoM,  and  lookinj^  onxioiulr  fnnniid  to  more.  1 
■bould  be  exlrftnely  unwiiliiiE,  vrilliuut  vury  !>trODe  rcawns,  to  be  Uuown 
iato  tfae  tunnoil  oE  b  prceiil^ntiiil  canvaw.  Xbove  aJl.  t  nm  mOBtdusiioiu 
not  to  Hern,  aa  I  in  truth  am  not*  iiuportuiuk(«  for  aoj  public  office  what* 
ner.  If  I  mn  povncted  thut  a  tuiucniy  of  my  lellow-citiuiw  de>in<d  to 
plM»  nic  ia  tt>«ir  higbtst  «t4)ci)tiv«  office,  that  wnse  of  daty  bjr  which  1 
ham  been  nur  truidtHl  woultl  exact  obedienoe  to  thoir  «iU.  Condor 
«U^|Mi  lae,  howOTiv,  to  my  that  L  h&ve  ncit  bc«ii  sufficient  cvidcnoe  that 
UnqT  ealeriaiii  indi a  doiiic."  Mr.  CUj  (o  a  oomuiiUcuof  gentlemen  ia 
Kcw  York,  Aug.  6,  ISi7,  Priv.  t'om'sii.,  p.  417. 
*  Ansiut  14.  liii^,  to  G.  D.  Pr«i)llc«.  Ibid,  p.  41% 
■Oatbel4tbo{A|>il,Itfi)8,heKrite£toI''r.  Brwlcc:  "EangitdlBfii* 
liraKteoftiai  quoatKHi.  OretytHnic  ia  going  on  aa  wtsU  M  my  moit  fOttlona 
ftaaub  eoold  deaire.  Public  opinion  evetrwlicie,  even  in  Indiana  and 
VbaOk  at  npidly  oonMntnOing  aa  you  conld  imh.  'fba  raoremGnt  at  Hor- 
Kahny  for  a  MiMtate  nomiaatioa  of  Gvnmal  Huriaoa,  ia  lebuked  aod 
iSMOialatiiuioed."  Ibid.,  p.  426. 
* "  1  iboold  be  extrouidy  happy  to  visit  Richmond  and  M«  you  and  thi 
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good  sptritti  once  inore^'  Bat  he  waa  hy  no  Qteans  eure  of 
hia  case.  Unintorruptud  cxcitcniciic  Bcc-mcd  to  Imve  brougtit 
him  gradniilljr  into  tlie  couditiou  of  the  gambler  who  aeefr 
the  momuiit  approach  whoa  lie  must  stake  all  tliat  i»  left  to 
him.  On  tlie  7th  uf  Fdiruiirj-,  18:19,  he  niodu  a  gruit  elTort> 
in  liisowii  cause,  in  a  speech  tigaiiut  tlieaboliliotiictts.  Nat- 
nralljr  euoogh,  it  is  uob  poseiblo  to  prore  that  be  inteoded 
this  epcccL  as  a  top  to  the  eonth.'  The  allegation  of  hit 
DDCOoditiouiil  fulluwcni  that  he  waa  a  mao  oF  such  ecruputuiw 
lienor  that  he  only  wi&hed  to  dissipate  all  doobt  as  to  bii 
attitude  towanJi:  tliis  question,  is  evidence  ot  only  too  ingeiiu- 
OILS  a  vcay  of  louking  iit  tilings.  M'hile  it  was  oonce«lcd  that 
there  was  no  occasion  For  the  making  of  tliis  confession  of 
fiiitli,  wliicb  would,  necessarily,  haveaconsiderAbloinQaenoo 
on  hie  prospects,  tbe  speech,  notwithstanding  its  glanngl/ 
»1avocratic  coloring,  shows  vcrji' jtlaiiily   the  endeavor  to  fav 


nan;  otlier  Jnendt  I  have  tbem,  but  t  can  not  do  it  irink  I  rdiiud  afwaai 
candidate  for  the  jtnsiHencj.  A  canrlidate  In  fact  I  cao  not  aaj',  aod  Iutf 
not  sai'i  to  any  haraan  b^in^  I  would  be.  I  am  taoagiy  incUiiecl  to  i«d- 
mulgatc  tlmt  I  ivill  not  be  coder  an;  dicumstBucte.  How  vonM  tt  do? 
^  Tlie  principal  ottjoction  wbidi  I  poroeive  u,  tfaat  tbpj  would  ay  that  I  nw 
the  smp«a  «v>ro  »our.  But  then,  what  ii««d  I  «are  for  aofthioa  tbef  tsar 
»ay?"    Kov.8.  1839,toFr.  Brooke;  iWd..  P.43L 

■I'o  (he  lamo,  Jan.  &.  \93Q:  "The  Bpiiila  of  nj  toauit  an  again 
n.'viv«d,  and  they  Uiink  that  they  ten,  in  rorioaa  qoartas.  indkatbna  cC 
tba  final  mult  whicli  th<,-ir  iiartiality  prompt*  Ibom  to  deiint.  I  beUinw 
tnyMlf  that  tbe  cocreat  iu  aiy  (aror,  irhtdi  (or  Ibe  moment  atipeored  to 
be  impeded,  vitlnirnin  bant  focwuid,  with  accumulatod  itreagtli."  HAL. 
p.  439. 

'  **  I  nid  1  cnppoaed  be  (Clay]  expected  to  propitiate  ■oatbsm  iota  hj 
it  Mo  [Colonel  Tbotnas]  toid  bo  veold  not  gtt  them;  tliat  hia  oa\f  pna- 
inrat  nipportcT  at  Uk  Mutb  now  waa  Ur.  l^tou.  but  yortarda^'  tin  taoil 
(urioiu  cbampioD  of  DuUificatioD.  It  it.  indwd.  cmioui  tfant  Prmtau  bon 
arowed  in  a  apMtli  at  a  wbig  meotiog,  awl  ia  a  poljlubod  Uttsr.  that  br 
was  one  of  a  BmoU  parly  of  friends*  to  wbom  Oay  read  bia  aoti-al»lition 
•peMb  before  be  dolirared  it  in  tba  •ooato.''    Mas.  ef  J.  Q.  Adana,  X«.j 

p.  lie. 
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g  pleasant  to  all  partie*,  and  uot  to  bo  guilty  of  an 
QDpai'doiiable  offense  towards  any.  Olny's  true  [)Oiiition  wna 
that  of  a  mediator  between  the  fxtrcmef^  But  with  hia 
soarcJi  after  a  euro  ecat  between  the  diffci-cnt  Btoola,  every 
•tep  of  his  acemed  too  garofully  nicasvired  not  to  awaken 
strong  doubta  as  to  hia  complete  freodom  fi-om  [tcrsonal 
secondary  aims.  The  only  claas  which  he  handleil  iinmerci- 
fullj  was  that  of  the  al>olitiouidts  fa  the  strict  fioiiae  of  the 
term,  whose  nnmbor  was  ovanoBceatly  email.  On  the  other 
hand,  ho  callod  attention  to  the  &ict  how  many  highly  ostt- 
mable  people  and  real  philanlhropista  were  to  be  found 
among  IhoftC  who  went  too  for  in  their  opposition  to  slavery, 
and  did  not  forget  to  recall  how  he  had  himnelf  worked  at 
one  time  for  gradual  omancipation  in  Kcntnclcy,  while  he 
aeanred  the  plantation  atatee  that,  in  thc-ir  place,  ho  would 
think  jtiet  as  they  did.' 

The  ni&ii  vbo  wiehca  to  please  too  many  people  always 
runs  the  rt^k  of  diaplcaeiiig  all.  Clay'fl  Howery  language 
•boitt  the  evil  of  slavery  and  its  meddling  enemies  at  tho 
north  poorly  pleased  the  south;  and  all  of  his  epeecli  which 
those  e&emiM  bod  ears  Cor  was,  tliat  nxaniXy  he  was  a  de> 
tided  opponent  of  a  graiJual  nholition  of  slavery  in  Ken- 
tucky,* and  lliat  to  far  us  the  plantation  etatee  were  con- 
wrood  howonld  rcninin  an  opponent  of  any  plan  which  con- 

iDplated  that  eud.    He  had  ficarcely  materially  iucreaeed 


*  "  Bui  if  I  hud  bc«D  tiitn,  or  veto  now,  it  atitoi  of  any  of  tbc  pla,ntjnir 
— the  ioutbmi  or  »outhwp»t«m  stabw —  I  ihcnild  hoTC  opijniinil,  luid 
would  oontiauft  to  oppoM,  aa;  Kliem^  whtit^pr  of  ^msuidpiLtian.  gtwiual 
or  iauacdiiUe.  bMaiise  of  the  diut^n'  of  lui  ullimuto  uccndAncj  «f  tho 
biidc  nee.  or  of  a  ciril  rontnit  wliidi  mJglit  t^-nninate  ia  the  extinction  of 
•utaccoirtbeotliw/'    CayeSp.,  11,  p.  413. 

■  ** .  .  .  But  tot  tho  atfitutjon  of  thi>  iiuntion  ot  aboULIon  In  states 
wbMc  popalolion  had  no  riglit,  in  tJic  opinion  of  tba  poopto  of  Kentucky, 
lo  intixfcn)  in  the  matter,  the  voUs  foe  a  ccoTBotion  (1S37-98}  vrould  bar* 
been  much  larg^,  if  it  hnd  not  l>eeu  carried.  1  felt  mjmelf  oonstrained  to 
imiDEdJate,  bold,  and  decided  ffroimd  ng^uiut  it. "  Clay'i  Sp.,  U.  p.  412, 
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bis  Eullowiitg'  in  the  south.    In  the  north,  he  oooaidernbljr 
(liuiiiiUlicd  it.' 

The  real  significance  of  this  speech  of  Claj  of  the  Ttb  of 
Fobruary,  1839, with  JtaiaotiveaBiid  its  coosequeooes,  most  be 
Bonght  for  in  thi.^  that  we  here  see  t]ie slavery quoeticio  oxeit 
&  marked  direct  iutluoiioo  ou  a  prcsideutial  election  for  the  fint 
time.  But  thiU  Clay,  cvco  if  he  luul  not  doUvorcd  it,  would 
Imve  been  put  to  oue  Hid*;,  maybe  definitely  us&erttHJ.  Tbil 
vas  the  wurk  of  the  iiilrigueaof  h'm  eueiuiog  within  Uie  pitrty, 
whicli  iklfd  far  hack  of  thi*  sjjeech.  To  wlint  extent  Wob- 
eter  had,  iu  the  matter  of  tlioee  itilrignes,  a  houd  directly  in 
tlio  ganic,  caimot  be  determined,'  but  it  is  iDtii^utcitablc  that 
tlie  rivalry  lietweeii  him  mid  Chty  was  one  of  the  priucipil 
causes  of  cliche  iutrigues.  Butli  hud  (he  uiustardtttit  longing 
for  the  jtrcsidcncy,  and  each  wished  to  6oe  it  fall  to  tke  lot 
of  a  politicid  cipher  rather  than  beetow  it  ou  his  rtvaL*  Qay 

'  "Ha  [Colon*! Thomas]  Raya  th&t  Hr.  CUj  lumieU  ^ot  op,  and,  lie  be- 
berea,  wio(«  the  anti-alnliLioii  i^tition  from  thitt  dialrioL  himh  wtboti  bv 
made  hia  anti-aboUti«n  sp<*i>c1i  at,  the  lut  Beision  of  coogrreu,  and  Ubat  ita 
tthe.t  liaa  t«en  to  danoliah  his  loft  pouible  cbaooe  for  the  pinidexaj" 
Hem.  of  J.  Q.  Ailami!,  X,  p.  IIQ.  "  It  cannot  be  conccated,  boweTM,  thai 
thi^  I)(«ilj°°  Utkeii  bj  Mr.  (^laj  on  a  Kceat  oocaaoa  haa  oeafced  in  tfak 
branoh  of  the  wbi^  party  [»bo  Qnt^>rtain  pocnliar  vtewg  oa  the  Bolgaci  «( 
daverrl  a  pr^'udioa  which  cuiaot  b«  otctodim,"  AUxtm  of  the  Dosth 
oatic  Anti-Vim  Dunn  CoDrention  of  IVnnajrlTaaia.  NilBt,  LYII,  p.  ISL 
Adaau  had  written  on  tii«  S-ith  of  December,  ISftS,  and,  thntiron,  !■• 
fan  the  delivery  of  thiaspccchof  Cliiy'i,  b  bi>  diinr:  "'nieB^>Tenwrol 
KontuclO'  '"^^  *^^  meiubfln  of  tho  ildlpvnluin  fiom  that  alalo  is  th«  honw 
u«  now  u  ili^eplf  oomouttcd  upon  all  Llie  Atverj  quattiimii  that  it  ia  iib' 
pomblfi  to  {ft  the  rote  of  MaMochtuiottji  (or  Mr.  Ct^;  and  lu>  only  cJuuioi 
CJelcctioD  is  by  the  (onthcm  iuul«Uvi--li«ldiaiiiiitcic»L"  Mcto,,  X,  (^.77. 

*Tbeoidy6xpra>rion  which  bai  reference  ta  this,  tltat  I  Bud  in  Waladar'k 
Min«pond«-Qce,  ulhe  followmg:  "Our  whig  ptoepecta  are  nont  <d. 
bact.  owinti  to  our  trKcondlable  difbnace  u  to  iMn.    My  ofanion  nt 
ant  U,  that  oar  only  chanoe  i«  with  General  Ranuon,  nnd  that  that  k 
awiyKOodone."    Kr.  Wobeter  to  Mr.  Jamlon.  Maroli^,  1S30.    Wi 
■ter'i  Prir.  Carmp.,  n,  p.  45. 

'UoiTiwDGnif  Otit  wntoi,  OB  the  lllh  of  Jaauoiy,  1839,  toCU^: 
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had  tlie  advantage  here  to  this  extent,  tliat  lie  was  ex[)OMMi 
tt>  no  tcmptutioti  to  iiilH^ie.  Wt'b^ter,  on  the  otliei*  hnnil, 
oouI'J  linrt  Clay  soneibly  wjtlioiit  injuring  liiiiisolf.  There 
vrag  no  prospect  of  his  own  nomination.  But  if  he  conld 
8U0(Kc<l  in  iliverting  a  coueidorAblo  part  of  the  party  to  » 
fonrth  candidoto  with  a  still  smaller  prospect,  iho  latter 
might,  perhaps,  bj  uniting  at  the  decisive  moment  with 
Wehster's  own  part_y,  turn  the  sealos  in  favor  of  the  tliinl 
oandidftto,  General  Harrison.  Whether  Webster  or  onlj' 
Wiabater'g  friends  are  to  be  made  rosponsiihle  for  it,  «ertain  it 
is  tluit  this  was  the  shrewdlj  laid  plan;  and  it  was  aaccea»- 
fnllv  caiTied  out. 

New  York,  wliore  tho  great  majority  of  the  whigs  were 

nnqneationnblj  in  favor  of  Clny,  wna  selected  aa  the  base  of 

operations.     U^nry  A.  Wise,<>f  Virf-inia,  calls  tho  bft«o  cun- 

^jlngwitli  tho  aid  of  which  the  project  was  executed,  the 

^Vtrian^'nlar  correspondence."    Three  pretended  friends  of 

^^ay,  0.  of  Rochester.  S.  of  Ttiea.  and  T.of  tho  city  of  Now 

"Tork,  exhorted  cn«b  other  by  letter*  to  do  all  that  was  poa- 

giblo  for  Clay  becaa»e.  in  their  part  of  the  state,  there  was  no 

hope  for  him.    llclying  on  these  letters  then  each  demon- 

ftrated.in  his  own  section,  that  all  efforts  in  Clay's  favor 

would  lie  to  no  piirpo»>,  bvcaiteo  he  bad  no  prospect  whatever 

in  the  two  others.    The  n»olt  was  that  district*  which  had 

WeMnr  has  tflaia  dudoimec)  bis  privity  to  or  approbntion  of  '  The  Atiai  * 
(whieii  woM  regAKkd  w  hk  orgu)  bene?,  u>i  aftid  lie  Uiougbt  it  imlcick;. 
.  ■  .  .  I  abo  ^vprohend  that  he  tlitnloi  yoo  iltd  Iikn  ill  oIRom  bjr  favor- 
■ng  HoiriMn  at  hit  Mcpmsn.  in  18S8.  und  that  yau  would  utill  lyromot'*  bin 
(E.'l)  intcttiet  next  Ton  will  jvAgt  whcthnr  it  ii  worth  whilo  to  altrnipt, 
tfaroajffi  friends,  to  bHVH  Any  ^etaiirissfmrnf  on  that  point.  I  am  also  ocr* 
tain  that  h«  hai  no  idea  &t  pmKnt  of  saruijjr  nolo  tpiti:f>pari,  though  it 
ttetBu  unimaginablie  flint  he  erpectii  any  im|iorlaiit  wpport. "  Claj'aPnr. 
JjBR«ap.,  p.  437,  Wehster'i  attitude  to  Clay  is  hwe  reiy  well  daoribed, 
I  it  is  certain  that  Cia;  lusDiapd  a  1iki>  onu  towanhi  him,  Aduna  njn, 
snically  and  poinl^t;':  "  There  iti  no  food  will  lost  betwem  Ur.  Glaf 
ilfr.  Wetot«r,"    Mem.  of  J.  Q.  Adoim,  X,  p.  77. 
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a  decided  preference  for  Olajr  put  iip  General  Scott  aa  tiudf 
caudidato.'  A^  V^'tm  relates,  Jud<^  W1iit«,  of  TeiiiMnH^ 
and  other  friends  of  Olay,  intimated  to  him  tliAt  tlie  ptoi, 
the  execution  of  which  required  much  time,  might  ho  fraii- 
trated,  if  the  prininry  nominations  were  to  Ixj  held  early  in 
the  gouimcrof  IbSS;  but  he  added,  at  the  saiuo  time,  tlmt 
the  warning  would  bo  aecl(»3  bccaQ&c  Clay  hod  too  innuli 
oonfidcnce  in  liiii  fulue  friends.' 

Tlie  whig  national  convetitioD  met  at  Hamaburg  im  the 
4th  of  I>eceinbor,  1839,*  to  cboow  party  candidates  tor  tfao 
presidency  and  vicc-prc&idcncy.  Here  the  game  begun  kj 
BHccci^fiiily  in  New  York  had  to  bo  broujjlit  to  a  cioso.  Tlie 
end  was  entirely  worthy  of  the  beginning.  Was  it  a  m«re 
matterof  chance  that  n  delegate  from  MafiiJflchubottd(Spmguo) 
made  the  motion  with  which  the  intrigue  of  the  "  triiingular 
cornu^pondcnco"  was  coutiiiuedf  The  convention  should  not 
vote,  but  the  delegations  of  the  several  statoe;  the  roEultof 
this  rote  should  not  be  commanicated  to  the  convention,  bnt 
to  tbo  assembled  committees  of  tbc  state  delegations;  tbeee 
vere  to  report  to  the  cooTention,  not  when  a  majority  of  the 
del^atc?,  but  when  a  majority  of  the  states,  hnd  declared  in 
favor  of  a  certain  candidate.  This  raotioo  wae  ^upplcnieuled 
by  a  proposition  of  Penroee,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  efiwt 


■Hr.Cliiy  to  Qeaeial  Combi,  Wubingtmi,  Deo.  8,  1830:  "Ton  haiw 
foond  a  mwtt  vxtraordioBij  »Ma  at  Vaiagt  in  lespoct  to  the  oBarratioti  at 
Haniibuig  gnd  Oeoeral  Soott  I  ondeotand  it  to  becooc'-led,  b^  the  del* 
CBatMand  ncmbon  of  coogcm  from  NcTT  Yock,  a  majOTitiFof  ^boinlurc 
Tuitedon  tlie  cenccnl,tliat  eight  or  nbc  t«ntluo(the  wbigitol  Uiat  alate 
prefor  no.  NercrtlieleM  th«j  prefer  ta  makfi  a  Donunatioa  ta  ccaliarMuty 
to  the  vrl«hefl  of  the  one  or  bvo  leulbs."    Claj'a  Pnv.  Conop.,  p.  US. 

*H.  A.  W»?.  SuTon  Docodra  of  thu  Dnioo.  pp.  165,  166. 

'This  ia  tbc  usual  bat  not  the  cotinilr  justiSalile  dengiulun. 
impvlM  to  the  calling  o(  the  coDreation  bad  b«ea  gEreu  by  tlia  "< 
ti«8  memben  of  oongreap,  witlwol  dJuUactioo  d  partf."    N'iiea,  LTH 
pw47. 


■ 
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aat  tlie  vote  of  tlie  mnjoritj  of  each  delegation  should  be 
'oontidered  tho  vote  of  the  state;  aud  that  every  etate,  with- 
out any  rcgnrd  to  the  namber  of  the  delegntps  who  had  put 
in  HI)  nppoarance,  ebould  cast  its  entire  eloclond  vote.'  The 
motions,  indeed,  met  with  some  oppotition,  b»t  they  were 
finally  pushed  tliroiigk  "Willi  what  proCiti:rid  moral  iudig- 
nation  had  not  the  whigs,  in  season  and  out  of  season, 
declBimed  against  the  &ct  that  Tnn  Buren  hnd  owed  bis 
nomination  to  a  crowd  of  ereaturea  dependent  on  the  execu- 
tive But  the  democrats  liad  never  been  guilty  of  so  bold  a 
mockery  of  the  most  fundaniental  democratic  principles, 
TTilUacts  BO  bufio  and  ehameleas,  no  faction  liad  as  yet  made 
■  fool  of  its  (iWTi  party. 

The  conTGDtion  entirely  consnmcd  the  Gth  day  of  Decem- 
■in  completely  aimless   speeches  and  debates,  while  tlio 

sHoiiB  on(»  lalioretl  bard  in  the  committee  room  to  help 
the  tfHium  quid,  as  Wise,  with  biting  sarcasm,  expressed 

blmself,  to  an  election.  I^fite  in  the  eventDg,it  was  finally 
issihlc  to  iiirurm  the  convention  that,  by  means  of  the 
fraudulent  mode  of  countiug,  ouo  hundred  aud  forty-eight 
out  of  two  hnndred  and  fifty-four  votes  had  been  cast  for 
Harrison;  that  Clay  had  received  ninety  and  Scott  sixteeu.' 
On  the  following  day, Tyler  waa  in  the  same  manner  nomi- 
nated vice-president,  and  tlie  convention,  in  accordance  with 
oeago^  made  the  nomination  of  both  candidates  unanimous. 
The  rest  of  tlie  day  was  consumed  in  t]»e  melting  of  a  groat 


*T3ie  wording  of  the  mnlution  is  to  be  found  in  Uilcs,  LVt[.  349,  2M. 
A'proon*.  .  .  which  i«KfittidyforthecaiiiplicationoCitjiniAchiiiei7 


^^■i  tatended  retult  without  ibcnriiiff  a  dnign,  mid  without  Icavinff  a  tXM* 
bdnoil  to  dtowwbot  wudooB:  and  of  which  nono  but  it»'lf  cAa  b«iti 
avn  deliseoloc."  BatlootTlurtjYcius'  Vit-w,  II,  p.  2>>l.  I'cnrow's  sup- 
jlrmftntft^  motiOD  of  coane  modified  the  tbiid  point  in  Sfinf^ue's  motioik 
W  ocnai)l«t«l7  wcttmd  tb*  pnctical  rault  aimed  At  by  him. 
'Na«.  LVII.p,2-'<). 
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number  of  speeehee,  each  more  di^gasthi^  than  tlie  preced- 
ing. These  were  the  loud  Jtidits-kiiis  by  means  of  whioh  U 
was  attempted  to  conceal  hon*  dirty  the  work  nccomptiehed 
wne.  Clay's  honcfit  friends  expofitxj  only  their  woakDesii,iD' 
asmuch  as  tbey  had  nothing  to  speak  of  but  tlie  eelf^acrifie- 
ing disposition  and  the  readiness  with  which  thcyflobordi- 
itnted  tlicir  jierKonal  wishes  to  the  nnnnimily  of  the  jiarty; 
hut  thoy  did  not  h&ve  a  woi"d  expressive  of  liearty  contempt 
for  thu  triumphant  eueaks.  Theae  same,  on  the  otlter  Ii&nd, 
who,  l»ehind  cloaed  door*,  had  frustrated  Clay's  further  ad- 
vance nnseeu,  prostituted  themselves  entirely,  for  they 
sonuded  Clay's  praise  londer  than  any  others.*     Wit}!  thb 

'  Adanu  write*  in  hia  dioiy  on  th«  t<Ui  of  Deoember,  1S39.  the  ilaj  ott 
whidi  ho  iccedrcd  the  arwtot  the  multot  tfaD  liairiBburir  connaibiiii: 
"  Ho  [Otilct]  told  mo  tiist  Uu:  noBiinatioD  of  Uairisan  iJt  HarmburK  wk 
the  tnumph  of  unti-nnwonir.  and  waa  i-ntirelj  the  work  <d  W.  H.  5>«ward, 
the  present  goromor  of  Now  York."  llem.  of  J.  Q.  Aduni,  X,  p.  lid. 
TtuB  new  u  ocrtuinlj  not  vntinj;  without  aobul  fomuUtioo.  Claj  w^tm, 
Decetubor  30, 183S:  "In  ooowijuanM  of  ih«  aati- nuuouw  and  other 
mOTetncnta,  bIdcs  the  last  waiion  of  ooagnn.  tt  tbe  ootameiioeiiieDt  of  Ihii 
my  M^niii  were  a  littlu  iliMOiinigod."  Priv.  CoitMp.  p.  4.^.  And  ens 
on  tbo  12th  ot  Septamber,  1837,  Ailaau  report*  «(  an  Anli-frMmoMa  om- 
vention  in  Wailiitigtoa:  "I  found  them  lu  debcile  upon  nMolatiooi  hon- 
oiarf  to  W.  U.  Uorruoa,  u  put  and  fotun  candidota  fat  the  office  of 
pRaidcnt  of  the  Uruted  Stalea.  ...  It  waa  a  oonTOcntion  ioTilMl  b; 
tiwanti-maaoniecomiiutteaof  Paawylvmua  to  oonatilt  about  KDominatiai 
of  fr  OABdiilato  £w  Ui»  pnmdoncy  at  Uio  iu<st  election."  Mem.,  IX.  p. 372 
"  Till!  portion  of  the  whii{  part;  [the  anti-inamus],  partioiiUily  in  Pttaii- 
gylTuaia,  althotigh  anwilling  to  mipport  Mr.  V\^f,  hare,  nerertbeltas,  di>- 
ooTered  a  decide  -villingnon  to  make  cononttom  to  their  whijf  hRthm 
fay  eriDCiny  a  dot^vmiiiAtioa  to  nippoft  noth«r  dutiiigaiited  wliig,  Gm- 
cnl  QaiTiwn,  aad  have  not  innstod  On  a  eondidale  vbo  had  adopts]  lh«ir 
peculiar  TievB  on  the  tnltjcct  of  maaotirj."  Addrtw  of  thn  dviDooslit 
anti-Van  Bunra  oonvmttioa  of  fVnnj^TAiiia.  'SOm,  LTII,  p.  19|.  ]  n- 
call  wong  B  fall  ooinmnnicotion  oa  to  bow  the  anti-freentMon*  ot  Fern* 
i^Tsniahad  rubmitb-d  Ihv  whig<  bcforr  tbsoonvmtion  at  Ilarriabw,  bat 
I  bavB  DOt  been  able  to  Snd  it  oentn,  and  tho  d«tnQa  Iists  «acap«4  aj 
netaory.  Pm^tMy,  alio,  tt  n  not  to  be  coiuidemd  a  matter  el  ehaaoe  ea- 
itnif  that  a  dek^be  from  PcDtiaylTaoia  propoaed  (be  wppienml  U 
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laat  floarish  of  trampete  the  ooQTeDtioa  dissolved, 
nit  lukviog  ecut  forth  a  single  word  wbicb  migbt  aag- 
geet  a  political  programme  to  one's  mind.' 

Acoonliog  to  Wiso'a  account,  Clay  was  intoxicated  vrhea 
the  bad  newd  was  brought  to  Uim  from  Harrisburg,  and  be 
gsre  veot  to  bi£  ^Tath  over  the  '*  diabolical  intrigue "  in  a 
Btorm  of  wild  improcatiotia,*    If  the  dcscriptioa  bo  oot  ez- 

Spngoe'a  matioo.  Thi*  lido-play  of  the  uiti-beeniuaonj  ii,  homnor,  oa* 
qoastiooablj  ta  bo  lookeil  upon  latbor  an  aa  amiUury  than  as  U)«  rtal 
GuiMi  and  it  iRwrtiiin  that  it  wiu  not  the  chief  miue  of  Iho  n^ult  at 
UannlNUB.  Thediicl  cauee  wiu  alidtdy  potent  ia  the  liut  prceidcntial 
rlectjcm.  AdamawriWaon  thelltbof  Noveinbr  IS-lft;  "Thi'  oppcxition, 
diridcd  botwwm  tbrw  talented  a>pirant«,  neither  of  whom  w»uld  yiuldaab- 
ofdmalMo  to  either  of  the  othen,  bars  boea  diivea  in  mera  dMpnTUtioa  to 
Mt  up  men  of  atraw  in  their  [iUcm,  and  titof  havo  takon  np  Uu^b  Lawaon 
^HThite  aad  WiUiam  Ueory  Hairinon,  lU  the  I«melit«(  net  up  a  cali,  and  aa 
Egjrptiaiii  wonhiped  oien  and  monkeys."  Mem.,  IX,  p.  312.  And 
NorembMr.  1838,  the  "Democratic  Review"  vnitt*:  "Tlicir  [tiia 
Khigsl  two  promiocnt  pceudcxitial  candidates,  thougli  unqueittianablj  par* 
last  npraUBtstivai  of  their  party  principtci,  and  miin  of  ubigh  order  of 
mlBUoct.  an  already  wcU  oficcrt^iticd  to  be  vono  tliau  '  uuiivuiliibl?,'  imd 
will  pmboU^  both  be  dropped — tx  rteeegaitaU  m' —  wh«n  thejr  will  txf 
tainly  oaXf  worn  to  malnt  tbo  confiuba  wane  confonndod  br  the  diaaan- 
oona  vbkb  will  aprim;  out  or  thmr  mortised  ambitioa." 

*  Aodsraon,  of  TanMaaoc  auid  lat«r  m  the  &eniLte:  "llicro  [at  Harris- 
bwr]  tfaay  aoletmily  i:«3olved  that  they  would  inu^a  no  fornml  decliLmtioti 
of  thair  optnlont — do,  air,  none.  Thethimgwaa  lobe  toft  to  tho  indi¥ld- 
oal  ikill  and  judemcnt  of  their  partisuus.*'  Dob.  of  Qoagr.,  XJV,  p,  163. 
In  tlifl  nrpfirtof  tbu  ■' U.-uriHliurn  L'hivjnitif  "  of  Uis  convention,  la  bu  found 
in  Nilea,  LVI  I,  pp.  <J4^25'.',  I  do  not  find  any  mch  iOleiliB  Keotve,  from 
wluch,  )*0Trevc7<  it  does  unt  foUovr  tlitit.  it  w,w  not  fonoally  adopted.  In 
Nili%.  LVII,  p.  219, 1  8nd  tie  following:  "  Mr.  Allen  had  read  'ftn  ax- 
tmct  tnta  a  Hamabore  cotamittee,  in  which  thoy  tn^trcacntcd  ai  unncoet- 
miT  and  ioeipodient  (or  the  oonventioD  or  CJansral  Uaniaon  to  make  a 
fonnal  expoM  of  their  ataitiiQcntit  aicco  they  wen  already  well  known 
tlmnghoDt  Hm  countiy.'  "  The  wlii|{«  of  N'ew  York  diacOTend  a  ground 
of  jiutificatioa  which  wu  (till  bottor:  "  It  waa  not  for  ths  whigi,  while 
in  oppoattioo.  to  piopoae  apKiSo  m^aaurea."  AddrM*  of  the  SyrncuM 
Whig  StatoCoDVCutiM),  October  7,  1841.  Nil«^  LXI,  136.  (In  Engliih 
yuty  lifo  thia  ia  a  oonent  saying.} 

■  S«T«D  Deeattea,  pp.  171, 172. 
24 


870  Jackson's  adshsibtbation  —  anncxatiom  of  tgxas. 


Bggornted,  Clan's  dciofnnor  was  undiguified  id  a  Ligli  degree. 
Hu  liad  tUo  amplest  reason  to  bo  angry,  bat  lie  ehoald  bare 
turned  Iii»  anger  not  only  against  liie  false  friend*  bnt  aUo 
agaiiiBt  himself.  Tbc  man  and  the  patriot  should  have  bid 
eelf-coutrul  cnougli  rtut  lo  Io£«  aight  entirely,  even  in  tlic  first 
moment  of  dieappoiutment,  of  the  fact  that  tbo  pcraoQal 
question  in  iteelf  oUouId  be  oonsidered  of  comparatively  little 
imjiortance.  J3ut  Ihu  matter  of  most  coQficquoiioc  was  that 
the  party  had  pronfmnced  scnlcnoe  of  death  upon  itaolf,  and 
Clay  had  his  fall  share  of  the  hiame  that  it  had  done  so.  He 
had  labored  more  zealously  than  any  one  eleo  to  bring  all  the 
oppo5itio[i  olcmcnta  together,  and  to  reconcile  their  diffuront 
opinions,  ill  as  they  n-ent  together.  What  was  it  hat  the  axr 
tension  of  tbo  sainc  principle  to  tlie  question  of  penonsr 
wliea  the  man  was  selected  as  the  party  candidate  vrho  had 
the  fenrost  opponents?  Bat  a  party  whicli  makes  this  pria- 
eiple  its  foothold  disclaims  its  own  right  to  c^ielcnca  A 
party  which  is  not  held  together  hy  cnthitAiosin  for  ao  waj* 
ncnt  personage,  and  which  lias  no  positive  progmmmo,bc- 
cause  it  dares  not  offei*  one  to  tlio  heterogeneous  olumouts 
whieh  compose  it,  is  no  longer  a  par^  at  all,  for  oppocution 
to  the  prevailing  party  can  never  of  itself  furui»l)  a  buftis  for 
a  party.  It  may,  indeed,  snfficc  to  overthrow  the  reigning 
party,  but  the  victory  itself  is,  in  each  a  case,  thck  bcgim 
of  the  disrnptioD  of  tho  victorious  crowds.' 

'Tlie  foUowine  judgment  on  tlw  UarmI>iiTg  cooveotJOB  nnd  ibi  oono 
qtMBOM  to  tbo  ■wiugt,  aUhou(h  ootniotf  tnm  Mm  «ppoait«  «4s,  hiti  tk« 
naS  OB  th*  boad  m  cveij  word :  "  To  haw  beeo  the  prandc&tial  "»"■*<■*■** 
of  his  partj  —  to  hare  been  tbo  one  h!j[li  olgcet  of  itt  deTotion.  lt>  giati* 
bode,  its  piido,  and  its  hope  —  to  h»ra  foogfat  iho  battle  nuuifo^r  ■■  ib 
a<:knoii-li»ltr«4l  head,  even  tluMgli  be  might  be  (oioed  tounk  bonwtk  Um 
OTccpowcriag  wiagbt  oE  ntuaben — thui  wtUd  liAre  been  tho  'hcncnUf 
diMbonce*  wbidt  Mr.  Cluy  Iimd  prodaiined  to  be  all  tbot  be  cunt  didnl 
b(AKei«tmiighDtn  Uiaaerrioeallusoouiitiy,  atoil>wofn  political  vcttna. 
bowed  down  vritb  yvan.  uid  conxnl  with  bcara  ican.  And  thta  wm  dot 
to  him  from  bw  pwrtf ;  uid  we  cuuwi  diaiombls  an  indignant  aaalMii|A— 
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larri&OQ  was  a  man  of  honor,  wluj  hnd  inscriljwi  his 
imitie  in  tiie  hietorjr  of  his  couutry  hy  the  liard  and  ablv 
work  of  nian.T  years,  both  in  the  council  niid  in  Uie  field. 
Altlioii^h  tho  fion  of  oiio  of  Ihc  most  distinguished  patriots 
of  the  revohitionary  period,'  his  ferae  urid  the  conBiilcration 
in  nhicli  lie  was  held  vcre  not  Lie  casj  poeaesfiion  hy  hei'ed> 

■at  the  len  mioare  tfaat  we  hare  but  fev  potltli^  irmpntMei  in  common 

— fior  the  mean  ingmtitu6<!  wtueli  hu  tbiu  m>  twwl;  b(!tr«j«d  him  in  tb» 

bat  boon  of  bs  pubhc  life,  toaacnfiae  liim.  hia  feclingx,  hit  rijtiitt,  and 

his  Eune,  to  a.  canning  intrigue,  uul  to  n  cold  cslculatioa  of  party  cxpa- 

ikttcx,  ""bich  wc  verily  bellcTe  to  bar«  1>een  lu  ilullow  lud  unpotitic  w 

it  WM  beortlfia  Ka<l  falae.    In  the  vor^  of  FotichC.  it  wwt  irorm  than  a 

inue  —  it  mw  a  blunder.    .    .    .    It  isiaTainbo  snck  n  t^liationcf  Uu> 

imgntof 111  almulunninit  oS  ibfir  tom^  tfrosmij^  head  and  chief,  In  th« 

wnndcmtioa  hy  which  it  ia  attemptMl  ta  be  dc^-nilAtl,  that  unathat  candi- 

iatet  notwiUnUndiiig  that  perwDiU  iiieitntiScaDCi:  vhich  i«  aliku  hia  siiigfc 

ud  dnjpiUr  noommendadou,  would  afibrd  a  [iracpcct  of  mioxm  )]op>'I(<ei 

ttuidiir  the  aMatnntion  of  Hr.  Cloy.    .    .    .    The  ttn^gth  of  a  pofHiIar 

pat^  cimaurta  in  iUi  fitlKlitj  io  iCi*  prindpln;  and  bhi;  mnnieiitit  yields  th«a 

lo  th«  pnaunie  c<  an  apptuunt  expedicncj,  and  cotifasaM,  at  the  mmt  tunay 

ila  wi>alcn'»<  and  its  insincerity,  by  sacriGcins  the  mau  vbo  is  the  one  real 

M)d  nttbtfiil  ipprcamtatire  of  it«Hlf.  to  aiich  ahiOlow  cilL-ulationB  of '  arail- 

abi&ty  *  aa  ban  avowedly  dictated  the  nointoation  of  poor  old  Qranvl 

IfaniiOB,  that  taonwtnt  it  infiiirtu  a  ntom  fiiUl  «tah  on  its  own  vitals  than 

any  of  the  anaults  of  its  appcmenle."    "Tbe  Vtmocnba  Renew,"  Fobro- 

•17.  1B40,  pp.  103, 1<H.    For  fTjrthvr  iabcrosting  adnuaneiu  w  to  ifae  wc 

doBTtBrn  with  which  "  availability  "  wai  ntada  tho  biisii  of  operationa, 

vcliie  rCpott  of  the  oonveotiou  of  "anti-Van  Ourcn  citixf^ni,"  tnadetipoC" 

"  whim.  aati*fi«tt  maaooe  and  conwrrativm, "  bdd  ab  Uariijibiuir  on  ti» 

4tfa  off  Scptombn,  1880.    Nilen,  LVU,  pp.  46,  47.    In  thin  convfctioD, 

Baniaoa  mia  Dominated,  uod  In  tbe  n^oliitiaiia  it  was  declared:  "Tbu 

mmitioii,  mtectaining  towards  him  {Clay]  the  lughnst  icgard,  or?  never- 

Lhtlcai  conatrtuned  to  Ay,  that  tlicy  have  the  moat  conclunre  eridcnce^  tint 

tU*  period  {to  aet  Qay  up  raoeHaCbUy  aa  a  pf»id«nbal  candidate)  baa  not 

■Riral;  ood  that  touaclua  naine now aa  a  caadidate  (or  the  prmdmKy, 

nxdd  be  at  aiuuat  to  him  a»  it  will  be  fatal  to  the  hc^ies  of  patnotiam." 

8te  al»o  tlin  addrcM  of  lb«  ilemotratao  aoti-Van  Bnren  oonrcntiOD  of 

Pmuylrania.  ibid.,  pp.  190.  1^1. 

'Govcntor  Benjamin  Uarriwn,  of  Virifinia,  repeatedly  ipealcer  ot  the  cob- 
liocatal  congrew.  and  one  of  the  atgnen  of  the  IVxJantivnof  lodependeooe. 
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itary  title,  but  tho  well  tamed  fruit  o(  bis  own  labor.    The 
IiidisD  war  frhich  cansed  WasIiingtoD  so  many  houre  uf 
hardship  during  his  presidency,  determined  tlic  yooth  of 
ninctccQ  to  drop  the  study  of  inudiciuo,  and  to  don  tlio  sol- 
dier's uniform,     lie  was  afforded  nmple  opportunity  to  ebow 
himiMjlf  not  only  a  bravo  niid  talontcxl  ofHcor,  hut  otso  to  give 
eridence  of  the  sober  practical  judgiuonl,  the  inodvnite  ud 
yet  enci-gclic  tciup^rameat,  aad  the  caIiu  finiuicM  vliicli  an. 
tho  most  essential  qual ideations  to  gatde  tlie  growth  of 
great  civilized  commonwealth  in  its  first  etages,  with  eit 
These  are quulittcj^  from  wliich  higher  statwrnanliko  endow- 
menta  cannot  be  isforred  without  any  more  ado,  but  tJi< 
give  one  the  power  to  Bolve  an  entirely  peculiar  and 
political  problem,  which  would  be  tried  in  vain  by  men  po«- 
sesaod  of  in»ch  fttates manlike  foix^    Harrison,  who  at  tha, 
end  of  tho  war  (1797)  left  thosorricc,  was  appointed  gor 
emor  of  the  newly  oonstitnted   territory  of  Indiana,' 
John  Adams,  after  ho  had  been  for  a  short  time  socrel 
of  tlie  northwestern  territory  and  its  delegate  to  ocmgreeL 
His  elevation  to  tJ\e»o  throe  positions  vna  all  tlie  more  hon- 
orable to  him  as  he  was,  unlike  the  majority  of  the  popals- 
tion  of  the  territory,  a  disciple  of  Jefferson's  jxilitical  adlooL 
And,  aa  his  political  heterodoxy  had  kept  neither  Adanu 
nor  tlie  territory  from  giving  hira  important  political  offleeik 
Jeffcnwn  and  Madison  accorded  him  tlieir  confidence.  al> 
though  ho  had  accepted  office  and  dignity  from  tbrir  politi- 
cal opponent:  he  continued  to  be  governor  of  the  terribyi^ 
for  thirteen  years.     These  facts  prove  tluUt  otod  in  hli 
young  years,  ho  was  not  a  violent  parttsao*  and  that  he  kne" 
bow  to  subordinate  party  interests  to  the  duties  of  hia  office 
He  deterrea  all  the  mora  credit  for  this,  because,  with  afl 
ingenoonuiQU  from  vfaich  tbo  leaders  of  the  party  wero  r«7 
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far  removed,  lie  accepted  one  of  tlie  most  radical  uf  tbe  portf 
dogmas  In  an  entirelv*  liteml  sense.  TIius,  for  instance^  be 
limited  the  right  legally  "belonging  to  him  of  appointing  to 
office,  l>y  the  principio  which  he  never  violated,  tliat  only 
tlitwe  competitors  Hhouldheeunsidered  who  could  show  them- 
selves to  be  the  preferred  candidates  of  tlie  population.  This, 
ju  tho  primitive  condition  of  a  ten'itory,  might  he  attended 
b,v  the  best  results;  but  whether  kucIi  a  cbild-likc  tdealtatJc 
democratio  n-ajr  of  viewing  things  fitted  one  to  stand  at  the 
head  of  a  great  and  vcr/  pccaliarly  constituted  civilized 
state,  was  another  qticstion. 

Tlie  war  with  Tircnmseh  and  his  brother  the  Prophet  led 
Harrison  once  more  into  the  field  aud  made  the  whole  natioa 
ao(in»inted  witli  hie  name.  On  the  9th  of  November,  1811, 
he  viclorionsly  repulsed  a  nightly  attack  on  hia  camp  at  Tip- 
i^inoe,  after  a  long  and  severe  struggle.  The  war  with 
agland  then  gave  him  an  opportunity  as  commander  of  the 
iiorthw(»teni  army  to  measure  himself  with  European  boI- 
diera  also.  In  the  spring  of  1813,  he  repulsud  tiio  attack  ef 
the  Eoglisb  and  their  Indian  allies  on  Fort  Meigs  with  great 
bloodshed,  and  on  the  9th  of  October,  he  defe}it«d  them  on 
the  TbameSj  whicli  defeat,  in  eoujimctton  with  Perry's  vic- 
tory over  the  English  fleet  on  the  18th  of  August,  brought 
the  horder  warftire  in  the  nortliwest  Jo  a  close.  It  was  an 
axa^eration  when  it  waM  Hubseqiiently  nought  to  viudicatB 
for  Harrison  the  reputation  of  a  ^reat  general  on  account  of 
tbeee  suoceeeee,  but  tJie  efforts  of  hiu  opponontB  to  deny  him 
all  merit  for  them,  and  even  to  brand  biin  &»  a  poltroon, 
were  low  and  contemptible.  He  accomplished  what  could 
be  aecompli&hed  nndor  the  cireumstanees,  and  if  his  warlike 
achievements  in  what  relates  to  the  number  of  ttie  killed 
and  woanded,  me;isnred  acconling  to  the  sUindard  of  Enr»- 
peaa  wars,  could  be  called  only  vietorioiw  akinuiahes,  they 
vers  attended,  nerertheless,  by  the  resulta  of  great  battles, 
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JDumneli  u  tbej  had  insured  peace  to  a  teniiorjr  of 
inoufl  extent. 

irnrrison  remained  abont  tvrdre  joftrs  more,  witlt  Mti 
intcrruptioDS,  on  the  stage  of  public  life  as  a  member  of 
Cnited  St«t«s  hoose  of  ropreaentatirei  from  Ohio,  u  Ui 
8t«tM  aonator,  and  finalW,  «•  minister  to  Columbiai  Imt  ie^ 
plarod  no  important  pvt,  in  anj  vaj,  in  007  of  UioaB 
Hbm.    Jackson  i«moTvd  him  from  tbe  bsb  mnned 
nd  tbe  dvtning  patriot,  n«ir  fifiy-etx  yean  oM, 
•Budl  hnaer  in  fats  adopted  Mate,  OUo^  wbere,  to  earn 
duW  broad,  h«  had  alM  to  perfom  tbe  deties  of  a  dcrk 
llMeevrt.    la  tbe  ekohHsl  caapa^  of  I84<k,  bis  oppoocnt 
fid  Boi  Meab  to  daunB  bin  with  bideou  thii^  ei 
dn<riptkio,  but  ao  otte  dared  to  aa;  tbat,  in  tbe  maay 
eaalalpeaftiotts  which  he  trftlhd,ao  ouch  aa  an  atom 
HhhnHfm  gold  tod  eteatt J  to  hia  fagn. 

OatetthefiMrfiw  br  meaMof  whidt  VaaBttimhd 
INfif*!  telft  ^  nc*-pflCB>diBCT,  tha  eoBaie  bad  fBrnsbed 
Uft  viA  bf  ila  NAa«l  te  cBBfrn  bis  MMsoaban  K  anlw. 
■^■r  iBiT^^had     The  i  1     ill  ralinJin  la  wtoSoete 
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fon  WB8  a  name  ttiat  sounded  well,  but  it  luuJ  no  political 
nwanhig.  Certain  it  ie,  that  Bobtimc  personal  honor,  raised 
above  all  BJis^iieiuo,  sliould  be  theobvioim  condilioii  precedent 
to  briiiginf*  a  uauie  into  nonnection  with  the  presidency  in  Any 
meaner.  Dut  was  it  serionsty  beliei-ed  that  Uiis  was  a  suffi- 
cient guaranty  that "  Harngon  and  reform  "  woold,  in  realitj, 
prove  to  be  so  entirely  identical  as  it  was  sought  to  make 
the  ]>eo|>le  believe  by  tlie  election  eryl  Kate  waited  only  m 
few  weeks  to  obtain  the  right  answer  from  the  facts,  and  }'et 
no  blame  cou  be  imputed  to  it  if  the  short  time  did  not  sni- 
tioe  to  doetroy  the  ominoas  illnsion. 

How  honest  Die  illusion  of  the  profe^Bioaal  politicians  was, 
that  the  doing  away  with  inconsiderate  party  manngonient, 
with  the  loafer  and  corrnption  in  tlic  officc-syj^tom,  n-as  in- 
i^ared,  prv>videdaconscieatioim  man  wa&  placed  in  tUe  White 
Hoasc,  events  will  «how  in  hereafter.  Bat  even  the  protes- 
litunu]  po-itiuians  never  pretended  that  tliis  reform  was  tlie 
only  olijuot  of  the  ab»olnteIy  necessary  change.  It  was  not 
on  this  ocoount  that  no  formal  programme  was  drawn  ap  at 
Hornsbtirg,  but  becaose  it  was  too  well  known  that  such  a 
programme  wm  unneceesaty.  Leaving  the  \Mrty  ont  of  eon- 
■idorelion,  this  claim,  in  what  concerns  the  candidates  tor 
tb«  presidency, was  a  bold  untruth.  Of  Harrison,  a«  a  poli- 
tician or  party  man,  the  i>coplc  knew  so  Httlo  tliat  it  waa 
po«&iblc  to  dclKitc  to  tlie  last,  the  question  to  what  party  he 
h&d  belonged,  Ilie  opponents,  indeed,  told  a  eharaelesa  cam- 
])aign  li?  when  tlicy  represented  him  us  a  federalist  and  abo- 
litionist; but  lliat  tliey  conid  venture  to  tell  this  lie,  and 
pwseTCroin  it  to  the  end,  shows  plainly  enough  in  what  rank 
lan"  Harrison  had  thus  far  really  stood. 
?'  tlio  mnii,  now  sixty-ce^'cn  years  old,  had  been, 
wben  a  yonth,  a  federalist  or  an  antJ-federah'st.  was,  at  bot- 
t*>m,  ft  matter  of  real  indifference,  provided  only  it  conld  at 
ilie  time  be  said,  with  some  certainQr,  what  he  in  fact  was. 
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Rnt  on  Ibis  very  jioint,  it  tru  exceediagljr  difficult  to  uccr< 
tain  Rnytliing  furtlier  tliao  tliat  he  was  s  candidate  for  tbu 
praeideucy.  His  letten  to  Sherrod  'Witliama '  and  Harmar 
Denny,*  to  which  he  always  referred  thoBe  who  made  any 
inquiries  of  him,  were  made  up  essentially  of  geoeral 
mnxiniEi,  which  might  very  readily  have  found  an  appro 
priato  place  in  a  constitutional  e£^y.  In  the  mun,  these 
maxims  were  not  only  eoireet,  but  they  deserved,  in  the 
very  liighesl  sense  of  the  term,  to  be  taken  to  heart  jnet  at 
this  moment.  That  the  president  should  not  belong  to  a 
party,  Imt  to  the  whole  people;  tliot  one's  Attitude  toward*  a 
political  party  should  not  act  as  a  proecription  in  tlie  matter 
of  the  appointment  to  federal  office,  and  tliat  such  prowrip- 
tion  should  be  brought  to  a  close;  tlmt  the  preudant,  iu 
conflict  with  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  tlie  oonatitotioili 
ahould  not  be  clevntcd  to  tlie  dignity  of  a  "constituent 
branch  of  tlie  legitiluture;"  that  tlie  vcto-puvrer  ahonld  not 
be  used  as  a  weapon  in  n  stubbora  and  self-seeking  strugglo 
with  the  le^iHlatiire,  bnt  only  einployixl  from  hones;t  consti- 
tutionul  coii&ideralions  to  prot«ct  a  minority  tyrannized  over 
—  and  to  grinnl  Hgaiimt  obfionsly  hasty  legislative  aetiou,' 
these  were  priucijiles  which  the  people  could  not  be  too 
frequently  expressly  reminded  o^  aad  up  to  which  it  was, 
before  all  things,  iinj»ortant  that  tliey  should  live  with  tho 
most  scrupulous  couscieatiousiieiis.  And  precisely  on  this 
account  it  was  only  praiseworthy  that  Harrison  firmly  re- 
fused to  enter  into  any  binding  obligations  in  respect  t<y 
certain  individuid  questions;  for  both  the  position  Msigaed 
to  the  president  l^  the  eoostttatJOD  and  pc^tical  reiuoift- 
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rcqnircd  tliat  every  caeo  which  needed  conelderatian  fihoald 
be  considered  vixen  tlie  inoment  for  notion  had  really  come. 
However,  if  the  character,  simply,  of  the  pcrBoniigc  in  qnea- 
tion  were  the  only  guaranty  olTercd,  and  his  paat,  as  an  inde- 
peadently  acting  statesman,  resembled  a  Urge  sheet  of  paper 
oa  whitili  only  few  lines  were  to  be  found,  tlie  conteata  ol 
which  were  ueithor  very  oignificant  nor  particularly  chamc- 
terislic,  then  tlicic  generalities  were  not  saffielent  to  jnstify 
DDOoaditional  confidence  in  his  capacity.  To  state  a  politioul 
maxim  correctly  and  to  apply  it  rightly  arc  very  different 
thin^  Gut  the  moment  Harriaon  dropped  the  academic 
tono  and  his  principles  assumed  a  half-way  tangible  form, 
they  produced  Berious  doubt  as  to  how  bis  theory  and  pmo 
tice  would  agree  with  one  another.  The  observation  of  the 
person  who  saw  in  the  reeligibility  of  the  president  the  only 
roots  of  all  the  evils  of  tlie  countiy,  could  not  have  extended 
h^ond  that  which  was  raoat  external,  nor  liis  thought  ever 
gon«  beyond  the  mere  Borface  of  thiDgs.  And  to  the  man 
who  endeavored  to  recommend  himself  to  be  president  by 
the  promise  that  he  would  use  all  his  iuflucace  to  decrease 
the  power  of  the  executive,  "the  system  of  mutual  oliecks" 
wliicli,  it  wa»  said,  had  foutid  !t8  most  ck^sical  ezpreeaioo 
in  tlie  constitution,  was  a  seven-sealed  book.*    A  thing  more 


'  "  It  boa  tma  mid,  tbat  if  I  ever  ■hc>ulil  Brrivo  at  tbo  di^raified  itation 

oocopied  by  1x17  oi>punent,  I  would  \if.  u^nd  and  rt^^r  to  irUiii  the  poinir 

aUojetlbjrUiflprMident  of  the  United  States.   N«ver,no7»!  (Tremcndoiu 

^eerinK-)    Thooitfa  aveno  from  pledgee  of  ertij  sort,  I  bere  openly  uid 

^•fon  tlia  world  dMlaie  that  I  will  nK  all  th«i  pown  and  influsiiM  •rated 

in  tfae  office  of  pvm<)ent  of  the  Union  to  sbridgo  tbo  power  and  inSoenco 

of  the  national  ex«cutiv«!    (U  is  impoKHilil«  to  <ii.>8(vibc  tine  lantJition  pR>* 

viaoad  by  tJut  dechuation.)    U  this  fedorulism?    (Cries  of  no.  no,  for  ser- 

«ial  seooiuU.)    In  tho  constitutioD.  that  glorioiu  duutpr  of  oar  libertiot, 

tlMv  ii  a  defect,  aad  ttast  defect  la,  ti\e  tena  of  aprviuo  c4  th«  president  is 

■wA  Uinilcd.    Has  ooiiiBiOD  ia  tlie  louroe  of  oU  the  cri)  under  vhioh  tbo 

I        Qoanby  i*  labodog.    U  the  pnvilege  of  botng  [iraudent,  of  the  United 

^^Staldi  had  b«ea  Uttutcd  to  oo«  tenia,  the  incumbent  would  d«TolA  all  Jus 
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serions  than  the  iii)ur[iHtlona  of  Jaclcean  and  Van  Buren, 
was  the  setting;  op  of  a  oorraction  of  the  oonstitntion  in  a 
diroctioD  opposed  lo  tlicac  iisurpationB,  a«  a  prograaiine  in  %., 
preaiilcntial  electioD.  Usurpaliona  l^  the  executive  verm 
aXwajA  sure  of  meeting  with  euocesaful  opposition  befere 
too  long  a  tiinuhadcUpsed;  but  Jt  would  have  been  exceed- 
ing! jr  difficult  to  restore  the exfcutive  to  his  proper  constitu- 
tional pisci:  aa  a  perfectly  oocirdinatc  power,  once  a  prcaidcQt 
him&elf  hodluntahand  to«u>tliim<Jown  from  tlist enunence. 
Harrlsou  was  right  in  calling  himsulf  a  democrat;  but  the 
•postlea  of  Auieriain  democracy  bad  not  yet  gone  bo  bu*  in 
their  radical  doctriuarianism.  And  this  might  lie  attended 
by  oonsef^uciioes  all  the  more  onBalutoty  aa  Ilarrieon'a  aign- 
ment  on  bb  worthiness  and  fitness  for  the  presidency  proved 
that  he  occupied  the  very  place  on  whicli  Jocluon  had  reared 
ithe  structure  of  his  autocratic  goveniment'  - 

The  questiou  M-bclhcr  n  ftiw  general  inoxiuis  oonld  prop*  f 
crly  be  considered  sufficient  to  recommend  Harrison  with  a 
good  conscience  to  be  president,  demanded  the  most  carufol 
examination  from  yet  auotber  point  of  view.     Were  tljoie 
who  gave  him  Uieir  rotea  reully  agreed,  in  good  Utb,  that 

liiDe  to  Uie  public  intcmrt,  aad  there  wooliJ  be  no  caose  to  munile  Uie 
eMtitry.  ...  I  pledge  mywdf  before  hoavtn  and  eutb,  if  dected 
poaidcnt  of  thno  Uuitod  Slatee,  to  I*r  downat  the  eud  of  Hut  term  EkilJi- 
fhtly  tli.it  tus^  tni«t  at  the  foet  of  th«  people.'*  Spewih  at  Daytan,  Sep- 
tember 10,  I&W,    VHe*,  I.IX,  p.  70. 

' "  It  vrn  Uie  Toice  of  tlie  people  whkli  Induced  him  (1906)  to 
tfac  [M'lU-i-dil  and,  toliini,  moat  dMightful  ooenpattoo  of  tlw  hiw^wwlnr' 
for  the  troublts  and  mortifications  ladd«iit  Lottie  dbaatkm  In  wUcfa  Huf 
plnoed  him.  tt  vaa  the  sonift  ntce  vhida  bad  affaia  dsTOiod  libn  (o  la 
«qiutlity  in  daiuu  for  Ute  mo«t  octHed  offico  not  onlj  in  lhi»  niUion  bnt  is 
^  world,  with  the  two  raoart  dwtiniftiubpd  dtiinii  of  oar  coualfj  (CVf 
«nd  Wcb«ti<r].  And  howercr  wilUim  he  m^bt  be  m  no  mdirvlmj  u 
acknovlodgc  their  ntporior  attwniDrBts  in  tbe  tdoM*  of  gonmneat.  W; 
«ouH  not  and  woold  not  brintr  himMlf  to  a  level  below  Ottt  upon  wbkk  N. 
Bianj  bowMt,  inti'lllgent  and  p;itfSotie  citbeua  had  placad  bin."  Speetb 
•t  ft  dinaer  at  Maeelllon.    Nllea,  LIV,  p.3fle. 
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ho  tiUoutd,  ill  llic  fullcsl  seniie  of  the  word,  bepresideut  of 
the  Uuiun  und  not  tlie  head  of  u  p&rtj-)  Did  tlic  upjiositiOD 
wish  tu  l»c  ooiisidere'i  »  party  oiilj  iu  refcreuce  U>  the  preai- 
duotiul  uloctiuii,  utid  to  cvtninit  nil  else  to  the  (utiue)  Were 
])eople  6o  bold  &9  to  wish  to  ooaviuce  otiiers,  or  to  foolish  as 
to  deoire  to  coDriuce  tht-ninclvcs,  that  the  questions  on  which 
Uie  bauleo  of  parLiei»  hiid  turned  for  years  and  decades,  couJd 
iiow  be  treated  as  opeu  qnestioiib?  Xo  one  made  bimi^lC  so 
ridleuloas  ae  to  give  a  plain  adirmative  uii^wer  to  this  in- 
terrogutory.  No  una  dared  to  assert,  that  the  oppo&itiou 
could  iiou-  obtain  a  sufficient  prepondcmtice  in  congi'eBs  to  bo 
able  to  effect  a  cbuiigeof  Llie  ustlon's  politics  in  rehitioa  to 
tiiBsa  (jue^tioiu,  without  tho  cooperation  of  Ihu  prctsideut  — 
questioiui  whieh  oontinned  the  order  of  the  day  after  the 
(^octioQ  as  tbey  )iad  been  before.  Heucc,  before  the  elec- 
tion, it  mast  have  been  detenniiied,  to  a  certain  extent,  how 
far  tlie  viewK  of  Uiuoppoi>itioii  and  of  tlieir  candidate  agi-eed, 
or  else  it  waa  eiipposed  tluit  tlie  |>eaple,  vrilli  a  cuntidenoQ  ex- 
■.■eodtiigly  unrcpublican,  wonid  leave  all  to  chance. 

[ach  m  HaiTi^oQ  stni^led  agaiust  the  inoking  of  any 
tites  wlitttcver,  he  conid  not,  therefore,  help  expresNng 
t^fnself,  to  a  certain  extent,  on  the  most  important  party 
vacations.  But  he,  at  one  time,  S|K)1{e  in  onicle^  whicli  no 
prioRt  could  explain,  and,  at  another,  he  gave  oxpret^ifion  to 
opinions  which  it  vould  not  haveat  all  done  lo  have  allowed 
to  roach  the  cars  of  one-half  of  his  enthmiaetie  adherents. 
UJA  viewd  on  the  hank  qae^tion  iniglit  have  served  oBagood 
ttxurdao  in  the  guetseiug  of  riddles  In  18*23  he  dt^clared 
theetiarter  of  the  hank  to  be  absolutely  uncon3tiintionat;> 
in  18S6  he  promiiwd  to  sign  a  bank  bill,  provided  pnUic 
'Opinion  waa  in  favor  of  it,  and  that  without  a  hank  "  the 

'  fa  an  uiUreM  to  bii  coustitucnU,  publiabed  in  tlie  "  Cindnnntl  to- 
i|aidtor  "  td  the  I7tti  at  .<V|)l«iuber.  1822,  and  cited  in  a  lirttcr  of  tho  ISth 
ut  Nuiiuy,  am  of  W.  C.  Riv«.    Nil«.  LTTI  [.  p.  9. 
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oollectioa  aad  disbursement  oE  the  reveaae  would  materudly 
Buffer;" '  in  1840  be  declared  the  establishmeDt  of  a  book 
onconstilutional,  unU'sa  tltc  jiowur^  grouted  to  the  gororu- 
meut  ooutd  not  bo  eKcimsed  without  ooe,  an  opinion  which 
he  iiniuediutvl^-  cxpliiiuod  bjr  u  reference  to  the  declar&tioD 
ol  1S36.  which  now,  however,  seemed  changed  to  this,  "  that 
it  WMB  plain  liiat  the  revenaos  of  tlic  ITnion  could  only  1m 
collected  and  disbursed  in  the  raodt  effectual  way  by  means 
of  ahank."*  The  onl/ thing  clear  in  alltlieseexpreealonawas 

*  In  ttc  letter  to  Sherrod  WiUianuiibnvemenUoDed,  wenad:  "I  would 
(tign  &  bill,  with  proper  modiSc&tiaiu  and  rOBtiietioiu.  for  Auteaag  m 
bank  ot  the  United  Stntoc).  if  it  vcrr?  dcarlf  aaceitaioad  that  the  pablio 
t]ilK«ct!n  relation  (n  thn  oollKtion  andditbarMBwntof  th6i«««iiiMwnoM 
motarially  kuIKt  vitixiut  oiio,  iu»l  then  w«ra  naeqiuvoot]  manifertlUODi 
of  public  opiaioQ  in  ibt  favor.  I  think,  bowuvcr,  the  csperiment  abould 
ba  fitirly  ir'ied  to  oaoertaui  whether  the  firtanciid  opemtiaas  of  Lbe  gcmta- 
EUnt  cannot  ht  m  *n;ll  cvriod  on  viLltout  the  aid  of  a  national  baak.  U 
it  ii  not  Deceatary  tor  that  purpoie,  il  doa  iu)t  appear  to  me  tbatone  can 
bo  oomtitutioaaUjr  ekartered.  'lliae  is  no  oomtareUoB  wluch  I  caa  pm 
to  tbo  conBtitalioa  wbicb  would  wtthonte  it,  oa  tlu  ground  oi  aftwdiiic 
CualitieB  to  commerce." 

* "  I  am  not  a  bank  nuui.  .  .  .  Uy  opinion  of  Ibe  powsrof 
to  churta  i^  national  bank  remaius  uiicbau^>xl.  lliero  is  not  in  Ihs 
■tituliou  anjr  ezpKn  tcraut  ai  power  for  Bucii  purpoae,  ami  it  oould 
be  oonstttutiouU  to  6X«iciM  Ibab  power,  nve  in  tbo  event  the  powwa 
BT&iitct)  to  congma  could  not  be  carried  Into  effect  without  mocdng  in 
•uch  an  institution.  (Apptatua.)  ...  I  nid  in  my  letter  to  ShetlcU 
WiUiaau  tiiiki,  U  it  waa  plain  that  tlw  rercauM  of  tbe  Uiuoq  oould  oalf 
be  cdlccted  and  disbursed  in  tbo  laiHt  effectual  way  l^  meana  at  a  bank, 
and  if  J  wtu  vl«arlr  of  opinion  that  th«  laaivnlj  at  tlw  peopU  of  (Le 
Dnited  Statca  dcainid  nidi  an  imtiuition,  then,  and  then  00)7,  woold  I 
mga  a  bfll  gcun;  to  charter  a  bank.  (Shouta  of  ^plauM.)  1  kavo  Bern 
rtgarded  tL»  office  of  oltief  magistiato  am  cDaf«nias  npoa  tiie  isoooibeat 
tbe  power  of  maateir  oter  Ihu  popuUf  will,  bat  as  grantiitg  tho  power  te 
atecBte  the  properly  oipreiwd  wiU  «f  the  people,  and  aolto  KaUiL 
.  .  .  Tbe  people  an  tho  beat  gnartUana  cl  ibcir  own  righla  [applaon], 
and  it  ia  \iie  duty  of  their  executivB  to  abstain  from  iulerfcnng  u  « 
Uiwaxtiag  tbii  auovil  cxwcik  «f  the  law-making  bracUoua  of  ihair  gof 
eDoniMtt"    Speech  atDayton.    Kiln.  LIX.  p.  '1. 
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that  H&irisoa  like  Jacksoo  inteuded  to  coosider  the  wiehea  of 
the  "  people  '*  as  bis  guide  in  the  correct  interpretation  of  the 
OonstitutioQ,  and  cvcu  u  the  source  of  cunstituttuDiiI  uutJtor- 
i^.  As  to  the  rest,  ever;  oao  oould  discover  in  them  what 
bcit  suited  him,  as  Ilarrlaon  himsell  was  afterwards  ntle  to 
fiod  iu  them  whHtever  seemed  good  to  him.  The  former 
actually  happoucd  also.  'Wlicre  ttio  oppoaitiuit  \ves  in  Eavor 
of  a  bank,  it  waa  Belf-eyident  that  Harrison  would  sign  a 
bank  bill.  TVhero  the  opposition  would  hear  nothing  of  a 
bank,  it  was  a  uluuder  to  call  him  the  Mcud  of  a  bank.' 

Id  relation  to  the  tarilf,  Harrison,  as  far  back  as  1836,  had 
ffankly  declared  thut  he  wita  iiivioluhlj  committed  to  the 
compromise  act,  although  he  had  ouce  been  a  warm  defender 
of  protective  diitioe.*  This,  however,  did  not  keep  the  spe- 
cially zealouo  adhcrcnla  of  the  "American  system"  in  the 
oorth,  from  itisinaatlng,  with  great  cl&arness,  that  its  resto 
ration  was  one  of  the  questions  the  dccisiou  of  which  de 
pemded  on  the  issue  of  the  electoral  campaign.* 

'  W.  C  RiTcv  wntn:  "  Inicgud  tc  tbi«  \ati  nUuK^tiva  [that  HaniaoB 
«■■  in  (ator  of  a  natjooa)  bank],  I  think  I  aball  be  able  to  ibow  jroa  pns- 
eaUrlhatitu  whoUjr  Krataitous. "  NUes,  LVIEl,  p.  9.  What  the  ksI 
wtags  tiwogbt  OD  \ise  pledging  of  caDilidatca  in  ttuB  mpcd,  wo  iholl  mm 
In  U»  next  cfaa{>t«r. 

'  Bumoa  to  Uiusn.  Doetn-,  Tit}'lor  and  others,  ZancsrillOt  2d  o(  Korcm- 
twr,  1S36;  '*  1  regTft  that  mj  nmiiu-ki  of  jt*leni%y  wen  mimndentood 
is  nhttioD  to  the  tariff  tyvUiu.  Wbut  I  nie«nffiV>tocoiiv«j  wu,  that! 
liadbeea  a  wm  ad?ocate  for  that  tynttan,  apaniu  Snt  aJoi^tlou,  that  I 
wSH  beliefed  io  the  benefit!  it  had  confetwd  apon  the  coiiDti7.  But  I  cer- 
tain]; novCT"  had.  nor  navci  (sic)  could  havo  any  idea  of  nrinng  it.  "Wlai 
I  said  wtM,  that  I  would  not  Agne  to  the  rppn^  na  it  now  itnnda.  In  oth«r 
mndji,  I  atn  for  nitporting  the  compiomiati  net,  and  acrer  will  agreo  to  its 
befny  altered  or  repealed."    HWea.  LI.  p.  IS9. 

*  At  th«  Buaker  Hill  mon«tCT  convention  of  tha  10th  of  NoT«mber,  ISIO, 
one  of  the  wlule  bannen  of  tho  caralaule  of  Boston  bore  thedcnco:  "A 
[ootectire tutff! "  Ntles,LrX,  p.44.  InthedeKtiptionof  the  "whig «eLe< 
tntioa  at  £»o,"  b  tho  "  BuOalo  Commerdal  AdrertiMr  "  of  tho  12th  of 
VtflBmbu,  1840.  we  read:    "Another  [derica]  g^veaitrong  indicatioD 
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Hicsd  two  examples  aro  sufficioDt  to  ja&tlfj  the  chaT;ge  of 
Uk)  (lciuut!mt»  Uiot  it  was  the  progratiimo  of  the  oppofiition 
to  have  uo  prugrauiiud  aad  every  ppognimine.  Tho  ole- 
mente  uf  whidi  tlie  upjo^ition  woa  composed  bad,  both  u 
n^iudii  tltuir  oppuudiit^  and  ooo  luiother,  coosoiouslj  »nd 
caltiuUtinglj,  laid  aeide  till  paliticul  honor  for  the  period  of 
the  electoral  cnmpaign,  while  tho  oouDtrj  virtually  trembled 
under  the  weight  of  their  moral  pathos.  But  we  luufit  do 
thorn  the  credit  of  saying,  even  when  wc  look  closer  at  their 
candidate  forthevico-priwideney,  that,n'it)i  the  skill  oEartUts, 
they  playeil  Uie  part  of  the  cliameleoa,  wfitch  alwaya  has  the 
color  of  tho  »put  ou  which  it  is  found.* 

of  tbft  tiabe  c{  foeUng  in  t^  KojvtoM— that  rtabs  whidi  cvUei  w  atMnBly 
opDQ  ber  naonhitacn,  fend  which  m  basiBiiioit  M  leaia  ■otnething  of  tfaa 
tni*  Amoriesa  polkgr.  Itwu — *  A  pntoelm  tariff.' "  KiIm,  L1X,  p.  72. 
■  Tie  "  DrmccTitio  Rgtmiw."  AagaA.  IMS,  p.  206.  a^:  "lliryftbc 
whig*]  took  up  cindiilobn  whoeo  '  aTailabili^ '  emsitied  AMIy  in  th»  Cut 
thak  tfaa;  wv^  not  tluw  iil«iitil«d  with  any  on«  ilitlinct  fot  of  polhuail 
opbina,  the  ImA  to  wluch  Uieir  tacccw  vm  mablj  dua  II  waa  tn  nun 
that  V0  mighl  nrgno  Afainit  a  nabonal  bonk,  aad  iinpata  t«  (beta  Uw  dc 
•iga  ol  renriog  the  drad  pcbor  vi  ndi  an  iaatitiitwn — la  a  MctioB  d  tb« 
Uaioa  poMeMog  a  ditaote  ODOOooenial  to  that  idea,  we  m  mel  Iqr  vefap* 
«M&t  pwtotlationa  tiul  Um  imtwtatioa  k  a  hhtihfrfii  lad  a  cahunnf  i 
u  it  wan  ilrdand  bj  do  Inu  cinUwnt »  pcnoa  Uaw  Qfaoal  Uktmoo'* 
•odvLiry  uf  Ui<.'  naiy,  Ur.  U»iigQt,  is  a  pablie  tdilnw  to  a  ital*  cOMia 
ban  in  Xtnh  Oaraltua.  li  wai  in  vaia  that  «q  ati^t  impabr  to  IfaiB  a 
(tofaalalltf  of  tho  nviTal  ol  a  higfa-lanff  polic7,  whea  Iheir  fanHJdat*  lor 
Ih*  iTf«i  fWMihiBg  WW  a  ma  who  had  utoai  next  door  lo  Ux.  Ctihaan 
UnHcU  ia  tfa*  d^oC  DuUticaliaa.  How  codd  «r«a  the  chars*  of  on  ta- 
inted diitribatiuo  of  lfa(i|Kooeidi«f  th»  pataliB  lands  be  ni«taiii«d  ia  all 
|Hto  of  the  eonnbr,  ta  Ibo  fnoB  cf  bnieoD's  ktttt;  pled^nic  Umadf  en- 
fihatiaUlj  ocuaot  a  (btoibenee  at  the  *«w|«wiimt—  net? —  cviileni  «a  il 
WM  thkt  vithoot  the  tevoma*  drnftd  tnm  Ihal  ■nrnje  the  tabo  iif  dotia 
of  Ihnt  est  oaiM  not  ■opport  Iho  jgvi^Baeati  m  that  the  ptOBiiMd  tanfai- 
teMiioeoClhaf  nuafine  aicewaiayigwhed  the  BetcatJooatthalaadfaBd. 
AndwlMcacoaldweUTOar  fiasan  ea  the  leal  ReppMSde  cpiniotMcfK 
I»Hr.  which  at  the  mth.  ud  at  peitiodet  qortax  erf  the  wnh.  WW  atit 
toexhibit  the  mod  »alMEMtaq  erideaBee at  ifiiiiartiifiHj  imiuatij  niuti 
I  ga  eeeh  a  eokoKl  ai  Matt  el  akdttM?  " 
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People  told  Iiow  Tjler  owed  bis  nomination  chieflj'  to  the 

he  itiBue 


rs  wliicli  tKu'n  and  iudiiriiation  ov 


Igli: 


of  tbe  ia- 


[trignes  in  relation  to  the  prc'iitJeiitinl  ouidUtnti^H  liad  drawn 
from  Kis  cyc8; '  that  the  unvicrs  ntid  op]K)nc»t£  of  Claj 
had  nnehed  to  throw  a  sweet,  enticing  morgcl  to  hia  embit- 
tered friends  by  selecting  for  the  viccprcsidcnc^r  a  man  vim 
Itnil  given  60  toiicliiiig:  a  proof  of  his  warm  friendship  for 
the  grciit  Keuiuckiuit.'  Tliia  nnccdoto  hoA  found  a  lasting 
place  In  tradition  aa  a  signiticant  historical  fact,  and  is  one 
of  the  choicest  illustrations  from  American  history  of  tlie 
ltu:t  that  small  cauaeet  BomeUiuea  produce  great  eCectd. 

It  la  not  precisely  a  dukruutunstic  trait  uf  the  iiomiuatiug 
ooDventious  to  allow  thcmeelves  to  be  inQuenced  by  aenti- 
mcntnlity  of  this  niLtiire,and  the  roiitof  the  action  of  tlic  Hor- 
rieburg  convention  betraj-a  no  parliculai"  ausceptibiUty  to 
siicb  impressions.  Uesidee,  there  was  no  lack  of  political 
mognated,  either  in  tliu  convention  or  among  tlic  rc«to£  the 
pooplot  who  did  not  ncc<l  to  prove  nuw,  for  tlio  first  time, 
bjr  tear-aheflding,  that  tbej  were  Clajr's  warmost  and  most 
upright  frieiida.  And  yet  the  names  of  only  two  or  three 
men '  of  whom  it  was  known,  or  of  whom  it  must  have  been 

*  See  for  Instuiw.  tbeartiola  in  tits  "New  TorlcCoDnsiaaiEiiqainE," 
inlfilet.LXI.p.23a. 

*  A  HKmbor  of  the  Kcw  York  convention  Trritnfatho"  Courier  and  ^- 
ijairer:"  "Tbe9aeffi)rt«[toc4ny  the  norniiinttoii  of  Cntt(ii)<ti.ni,  b^l  or 
Owen  —  iomort  casn  ire  nMul  MunsTiin]— to  s<?curc  tho  nomination  of 
rnnc  trinl.  riatmdi,  dbtbigHixhiNl  wbiff,  aunr  fmm  tl>o  doli'gntM  who 
bad  opposed  tb»  nOminatAOn  of  Mr.  Clay  for  pr>;«i4<»it.  Tbe'u  object, 
after  tfae  election  of  a  whifr  wortliy  of  (Eiu  vici>(mr»id»iu'3-,  was  to  harmoD- 
■to  Bad  *tmigth«n  tho  ptuty.  But  faillnfc  to  onito  in  convention  npon 
■DID)?  ilistbiniiBheil  friend  of  Mr.  Clnj  an  rice-priMideDt.  the  queslion  wsa 
rfcrwd  lo  Ibe  '  Onind  Committ«.' "    Nflra,  LSI,  p.  2SS. 

'Ckitteadeaof  Kcntnolqr,  Bell  of  Tennemee,  anJMiuifrunicfNorUiGai^ 
itfiaik    Nlica,  UCt,  p.  232.    Tba  "  Biclunond  Wlug  "  swerled  t>mt  Uio 
an  bod  hiagh  chicllj  io  mind.    The  Uitcr  cootetted  (Jii>  aod 
I  that,  ai  &r  as  ha  own  penon  inu  ooooeniei),  tlie  anerlMin  ww 
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presamed,  that  tliey  would  decline  the  honor,  were  men- 
tioned,  when,  to  the  snrprise  of  friends  and  enemies  alike, 
T^ler  was  hit  upon.  It  Is  doubtful  whether  this  could 
have  been  accomplished  so  easily,  and  certain  that  the 
publio  would  not  have  allowed  themfieWee  to  be  so  easil; 
satisfied  with  the  story  of  Tyler's  tears,  wero  it  not  that, 
in  tho  convention  ae  well  as  oat  of  it,  the  question  of  IIm 
vice-presidency  «s  compared  with  tliat  of  presideucy  was  _ 
looked  upon  as  a  pure  bagatollo.  If  this  hnd  not  been  thftfl 
case,  very  many  whigs  would  have  strongly  oppoeed  thii 
ehoioe,  no  matter  how  long  or  how  bitterly  Tyler  might 
have  wept  o%-er  the  treachery  practiced  on  Clay.  They  now 
professed  thcmeclros  satined,  Dot,.howorcr,  on  Olay's  ao- 
oount,  but  simply  beoanM  the  allies  had  to  be  paid  a  price 
for  their  Alliance,  and  becanse  their  price  did  not  seem  to 
them  too  large,  to  say  nothiug  of  its  appearing  dasgerons. 

Tyler  liad  been  twenty-eight  years  in  political  life, 
had  repeatedly  plnyed  so  peculiar  a  part  that  bis  natne 
his  views,  on  the  most  materia]  questions,  wore  wall  enough 
known  to  the  whole  nation.  Even  aa  a  member  of  the  houae 
of  delegates  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  he  Itad  frequently 
found  an  opportunity  to  acknowledge  that  ho  belonged  to 
the  more  extreme  advocates  of  the  Btatos^rights  thetn;. 
When  he  was  in  the  bonse  of  repre^enlatires  (181ft-1821), 
tlie  inveetEgation  ^  on  foot  against  the  bank  directors,  and 
the  Missouri  controrarsy,  gave  him  occasion  to  break  a  strong 
lanca  in  defense  of  that  doctrine  in  two  very  important  qnes* 
tioni.  In  the  electoral  campaign  of  1894-25,  be  bdonged 
to  tho  Crawford  party.  When  it  was  no  longer  doubtful 
that  the  caaous  candidate  ooold  not  be  elected,  Tyler  ex- 
pmsed  his  aoknowk^nunta  to  Clay  that  he  had  prefarrcd 
Adams  to  Jaokson.*  But  soanely  had  Adams  entered  on 
the  prsildaDoy  than  l^Ier  beoame  one  of  his  most  deddvil 


u  to 


'  CUf'«  Pttf.  Cten^^  RL  119.  I»;  sin,  Kflm.  XXXII,  pp.  43, 
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opponents,  becanse,  in  his  very  first  message,  lie  saw  tlie 
rjorcii  foot  of  Fwleralism  show  itself  witli  such  frightful 
diBtinctneBB.  His  election  to  the  i*aate  affurdcd  him  the 
tipportunity  to  battle  for  his  opposing  views  in  a  more  effi- 
cient manner,  and  if  be  dir]  it,  no  dishonorable  reproach 
could  be  murle  liim  on  tliat  account,  although  he  owed  his 
election  to  the  atliHuce  of  a  diiuatisQed  portion  of  tlie  reign- 
ing party  with  the  fiiends  of  the  administration.'  He  had 
notool^'  given  as<«iimiice  that  he  did  not  hy  any  means  de- 
sire to  exchange  the  governorship  of  Yii-gitiia  for  a  Beat  In 
the  aenate,  but  lie  hatl  hU\  great  stress  on  the  ^t  that,  in 
all  material  points,  he  shared  tlie  political  couvictiooa  of  bis 
fellow  candidate.' 

Trior's  perveraion  fmm  being  a  conditional  friend  into  a 
violent  enemy  of  Adams  sbontd  not,  however,  be  construed 
Hi  a  tranfifnniiation  into  an  nnconditional  partiH.in  of  Jack- 
BOO.  In  the  three  great  economic  questions  of  the  bank* 
the  tariff,'  and  of  internal  impi-overaents,'  he  supported  his 
adraiDietnition  t^  tlic  cxtunt  that  it  remained  true  to  wliat 
was  to  be  considered  the  orthodox  democratic  confeasion  of 
faith  according  to  the  fichonl  of  Virginia.  When  the  presi. 
dent  remodeled  that  ooiifcaaion  to  suit  bis  own  idcus,  the 


'  "We  nBdetBtBtid  ttaat  tbe  firirads  of  tho  wbninirtiation  and  otbcni 
will  sojtpotijmfor  tli«m»t«inop()<nitioii  luUr.BaBdol^"  L.Bao)u, 
A.  Smrth  otc.  bo  J.  Trier.    Nilea.  XXXI,  p.  341. 

»lbH..  SlI,  342. 

*[h:b,ciQmxr:  XI.  p.  ^83. 

*  Ibid..  XI.  p.  333, 

*  **  I  was  in  that  eoagnm  which  wu  tbe  Snt  to  enter  sraTely  idUj  tlic 
dlwmriOD  of  the  constitutional  povn  of  this  ^nvemment  to  nmlce  tnoiU 
■ad  CBBsli.  I  \iiKa.  tMcaiivt-ly  vreigbed  oil  Uiub  ww  urged  hy  Uic  advo- 
<aitM<rf  the  ^■tem  — if  sritcin  that  may  he  called  which  m  noim — and 
my  dednon  was  agaimt  tlu<tii.  Kvery  >abBequeBt  r^Hoction  hoa  confirmtHl 
Ibe  otnaion  tfani  csprceMd;  aod  tbe  cipmcncc  of  tJio  hut  aii  jcan  hju 
atafled  nw.  tiiat.  in  its  aatife,  all  tliat  t«  dew  and  should  lx<  considored 
wovdtB  our  tnitilutiona  i*  puttoUuofd."    Deb.  of  Congr-r  2<  p>  htH. 
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rigid  doctrinarifkn  believer  from  Virginia  did  uot  follow  him, 
but  oppoeted  him  witii  »  deciniuii  wliicli  took  no  account  of 
consequences.  Wliatever  judirineiit  wo  iimy  imsa  on  Tyler* 
political  riews  and  on  Itis  later  action  a»  pre^idunt,  Uio  cour- 
age witli  nrhidi  hu  <jppos(^l  lIiu  vluvalion  uf  JudiBuu'e  m*!!! 
to  tlie  dignity  of  a  part/  prognuumc  deserves  lull  reoogni- 
tioo.  lie  ueither  lent  his  hand  ''lo  make  tbo  pran  the 
prominent  snbject  of  exocotive  favor,  as  of  OJtcculive  dift- 
pleasure; " '  nor  did  li«  now  admit  —  nimplj-  becansc  ho  hwl 
to  do,  not  with  Adnms  and  the  Faiiainn  <«ongree«,  but  with 
Jackson  and  a  treaty  with  Turkey  —  tliat  the  pn.'aidrut  had 
the  rights  without  the  previous  oon«ent  of  tlic  eciiatd,  to 
create  and  empluy  diplomatic  agcntiL.*  In  the  nnllification 
controversy,  he  took  a  bold  stand  agninat  the  proclamation 
of  the  president  and  against  the  "Forcc-liill."*  iiven  if  he 
did  uot,  for  reasons  of  vxpedieucy,  approve  the  coone  of 
South  Camlina  entirely,  ho  wait,  in  principlf,  uncondition- 
ally OD  its  side.*  To  satiefy  the  '^  just "  demands  uf  the  stAte. 
and  to  abolish  the  *^  unconstitutional "  protective  tariff,  th&i 

'  Deb.  of  ConjiT-  XI.  p.  £31, 

»thi(l..  pp.  227  Bcq. 

*  Ibid.  XII,  pp.»-flQ. 

* "  No  ncftpo  limn  lytaRny  it  Irft  ob,  fcr  the  act  i>f  nnitaaoe  ii  tmuon. 
and  th«  effort  to  seocdc  or  withdraw  bom  a  politieftl  mocJatwa.  wliich 
thmteoa  to  riv«t  uikhi  iu  and  our  pmtttrit;  tba  daiat  of  deqiotUB,  it 
rebrilioD  to  bo  {»it  down  b^  foroe  oC  torn*.  VfhaX  then  remiuw  b»  tW 
■tabM  ff[  thii  UuiOD  of  lOl  their  Nn!rt>i^ty?  I  will  tell  jw:  tlicn^ta 
pttitiou.  Rod  on  bended  Imeea  to  adc  I07  uu-rc)-:  (be  privfle^  d  tiie  «Uk 
uadw  the  ia«lli  of  hia  tatik  muter :  tbia  ii  uU  Ibot  mnaiiu.  Ko  lo|{iaiI 
mind  will  dvn;  but  that  thaw  are  tlie  cooaequenoei  of  Urn  pereiCMKa  doo- 
tfine  (which  chuiu  fcv  the  Federal  gtmnunenttheeadoBrn  [19]  *"*f  rmrr 
of  the  dtizen).  The  ctitMl  to  thli  vw  never  advaneed  in  the  Idf^iait  and 
nuMt  painty  do^  ot  {ederaJisra."  Sp<!ecb  nude  st  a  disna  givoa  is 
aimeeatarooan^ontheSOthof  Manh,  1393.  MUm.  \I<]V,  p.  12!!.  T. 
M.  SemU  pnpowd  tbo  foUowioy  toiut  at;  thii  dinaan  "JKuUiacatioBi 
IIm  riefcCfld  aad,  h  it  hai  pnni  to  be.  (hi  effisaat  nnody." 
p.  1». 
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U  the  coane  BnaJl^r  adopted^  wae  the  oDiy  on^  lie  was  oon- 
vuiced,  which  the  government  of  the  Union  coiitd  or  sJioiild 

The  doctrint!  of  nulliGcation  wa»  indeed  a  here^v,  but  no 
raonU  sULin  attached  to  iln  dlscnpleK  iii  llie  ey»«  of  the  pnrty. 
Wh&t  made  a  scabby  sheep  oi  Tyler,  iti  the  pure  deinocnilic 
tlock,  wat  his  refi^tnnce  to  the  new  doctrines  introduced  into 
llie  world  by  JacItaoD*9  supruine  pleasure.  He  complnined. 
in  1S31,  tliat  he  had  been  iwiled  as  an  opponent  of  tlie  ail- 
mtnifltrstion,  and  tliac  even  ordiii»ry  court««iy  Ii&d  been  re- 
fiwed  him;  aiid  the  full  vials  oE  party  anger  were  poai-ed 
his  head  whea,  in  the  qiicsttion  of  the  depo»it8,  he 
bold  to  appear  againKt  the  pr«»ident,^  and  aa  the  re< 
porter  of  the  finance  committee  to  at>6olve  the  bank  from 


' "  I  thongiit  I  knew  Ihe  iouthcrn  man :  that  he  waa  to  bo  won  more  by 
BMitlniMi  and  conciliation  tlicui  1>>*  threats  of  via!«-ncc:  r.hikt  ho  mi^ht  bo 
Ud,  bat  could  not  be  driren.  I  fctt.  too.  tliat  lie  woa  (leiuundine  but  hit 
rigfati.  and  that  bowever  iiupoltltc  or  ceDsurnfaln  South  Carolina  uii|[fal 
Wa  been  La  W  ooucm.  j«t  Uial  ib«  d^mauded  oothiiiir  but  justice  — 
•heer  jtutice.  The  line  of  mj  oornhict  a*  th^  n'pni«'ntalj»f  of  ii  utate  tlial 
Iwt  twice  imaounccd,  in  •olf^mn  form,  the  tariff  Ihwh  to  be  unoonititn-' 
tional.  waa,  aooordinff  U>  my  roncoption,  clearly  marki^d  ojt.  To  the 
dMMBiil  for  iwotd*  and  bayonnta  and  «Annon  sind  niiiiilMU  unA  anued 
nun,  to ooUcct  aa  myiutaad  ouoonBtitutioaiU  Uu.  1  liad  liul  one  rvpljr: 
ik)  jtutice;  rapeal  or  modify  your  olmoxioiLt  Uwt;  yield  to  the  wbhn  of 
till  wbolo  tmtb;  do  Uiat  fw  South  Car:'Iiaa  and  the  other  toutbem  statca 
ohtdi  F.Dfftand  bas  refiued  to  do  for  Ireland;  rei>eid  yoiir  titbn  ayitem, 
iapoawi.  not  for  ttifl  b^mpSt  of  thp  pnrMti.  but  the  mumifiietureri  bj  a 
great  and  oobte  ad  of  p'tiibution.  rut  n  proud  ciample  (o  the  govKDmeuto 
rftiiOKUlh."  Nil«.  XLIV,  p.  122. 
**',,.   Caa  any  miu>  find  hiji  rpology  for  ratifying  tbe  Lale  proowd- 

i  ioft  of  Uifl  «wcDtiv>!  dvptutment,  in  the  nurr  fact  that  tho  bonV  of  the 

\  ITnifed  8*at«t  i«  a  jp^wt  evili  that  it  ont;bt  norcr  to  havn  bfifn  cr^Bl^d, 
[  and  that  it  ihoutd  Dot  be  n^adered  ?    For  nan,  I  any,  if  it  ia  to  dif^,  l<rt  it 

difl  hf  btw.     It  in  a  carpcmte  e-a^Boce  cr«at4>d  by  law,  and,  whiln  it  eztRtR. 

entitled  to  the  protection  which  the  Uw  Uutram  annnd  pavate  righta. 

Tliii,^,iitlie  aapeet  in  iriiich  I  ivgard  thu  qoestian."    Statcm/a  itm^ 

U,p.ISS0. 
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the  dislionorable  charges  which  the  former  had  made  against-l 
it,  in  bifi  official  utterances,  and  rcprrscnted  aa  domondtTatc<}f 
fncb.-     Tlic  turning  of  tlie  pATiy  scales  in  Virginia  finally 
brought  about  tm  downfall.     lie  did  not  obey  the  initmc-j 
lion  of  the  Itgislatnre  to  vote  for  Benton's  ''expunf^og  reao-J 
ttition/*  bnt  true  to  tlie  states- right&dcuK*cnit.ic  inlorpretatlc 
of  the  right  of  inatrnction  wliicli  he  always  irprfsented,  Iwj 
resigned  iua  place.'    Tu  tliv  lottt,  be  held  inviolubly  to  thai] 
which,  ap  to  the  time  of  Jackson's  administration,  badi 
)«ssed  as  the  disttnctire  principle  of  the  democratic  party, 
bnt  in  opposition  to  nnmberiess  others,  be  bad  nerer  dacued ' 
entirely  his  original  jndj^ent  on  Jaob^on.  and,  as  yean 
ptuBcd  away,  be  reverted  to  it  more  and  more. 

If  the  Harrisbarg  convention  was  jnstified  In  speaUpg  of 
a  snfBciently  well  knovn  programme  of  the  party,  it  ww 
plain  that  Tyler  had  no  place  in  that  body,  to  say  nothing  of 
his  baring  a  place  on  it^  list  of  candidate.  He  hod,  indeed, 
after  lie  lt<ft  tlie  senate  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  eonsJ^ 
urvd  himself,  as  people  liked  to  expntsa  tbemaelvea,  a  whig;! 
bat  all  that  this  really  meant  was,  that  he  luu]  acted  with] 
tlio  opposition.  Either  the  only  programme  had  wae^aa 
been  already  remarked,  to  luive  no  prugranuoe,  or  the  cno< 
T«itioa  and  Tyier  played  against  eadi  other,  and,  with  the  i 

>  NO.^  XLVII,  pp.  3G&-3C3.  Nnlhs  luJ  hft  dunsod  hit 
jiAm  iht  roatBiitioBri  qmrttoB.  Tb  Bn^aa'a  nywaafc  Quit  ttw  i 
raittMbaaponiUtteilitwlf  iobana>la«to<>la(tlwlMiik.heR{Aiad;  *■  f 
ua  oppwtd — baw  alm^y*  ^"'^  cppowd  —  to  lbs  fa«ak.  laOaottfto 
t  ngwd  Uie  (OBBtitnlMa  aa  bimg  beat  TMateJ.  and  I  daiintoawit 
aipipa.  But  Uw  wmwim  lypointed  ma,  with  alfci,  to  ia^roe  wfcelfaer  ii 
VM  raiHy  ol  oeiiain  chHsei,  aai  I  AooU  ngatd  hxskU  m  the  immat  <i 
■ttnkJBil  <rara  I  to  chuge  it  UaHj."    Statant-'t  IUil,  U,  pt.  ISSl. 

•cr  Ut  wMfaliaa  ia  Nilea,  L,  ppk  11^47. 

■  b)  (M  buar  la  Cky.  nMMkoai  ab«i«h  b*  Cilia  bnt  *•  ft  I 
«■  wbiwMcad  «  an  ^adi  i»  bt  of  KtOa  nloa  M  k  e 


ttijcb's  NOVIKATION. 


389 


a  ttdeo  game.'  The  final  result  would  uecessarily 
Bn  tlie  Bame,  ia  caae  the^-  were  connjelled  mutiiall}-  to 
iicJniowIedgo  their  colors.  Wliotlier  thej  would  uveii  then 
have  changed  their  colors  to  any  extent,  in  amt  the  poggibility 
had  been  coniGmplatod.that  ihU  might  hr(»>ine  necessary  on 
Tyler's  pari,  cannot  be  delitiitely  astTerlainud;  but  if  it  had 
been  done,  it  would  have  boon  doue  only  because  tliere  was 
loom  for  a  hope  of  victory  only  on  this  siippoRition. 

Wise'  assures  as  that  Tyler's  noininatioii  was  a  compro- 
uiite  arraugod,  about  one  year  lx>ror»  the  cunveiitiuu,  betweeu 
Cla^  and  the  deinocraUc  oppogition  in  Virginia.'  Ho  pro- 
ilni-es  no  original  doctimentary  evidence  for  the  assertion, 
but  tliere  is  external  as  well  as  iiiterniil  evidence  of  the  fact 
which  makes  it  appear,  eofar  as  the  cbicf  thing  is  coDccmed, 

'E*eo  during  Tyler's  pmtdency.  Wise,  in  acomuiuiuc&Uoatolusoon- 
rtttneats,  made  tbe  icMemng  disdosaNs:  BHween  the  conrendon  at 
Ihinsbiirg  and  the  clecUoD.  and  while  coiigma  wm  in  eLtisioiii  it  vtu 
found  netwaiuy  to  discovn  wiUi  ovrtuiiity  wliat  lyixr'a  opinion^)  were  in 
rdatioo  to  the  bank  qantion.  Uc,  Wlte,  was  chotcn  for  dtia  taak. 
lyier's  aiuvpT  "Rtnt^d  diotinctlf  tli&t  his  views  in  relation  bi  mch  an  iii- 
stitatioa  reiu^ned  uiicltaiig^d,  and  thai,  irere  he  pp.*«ideiit  h«  could  never 
sign  a  chikTlcr  for  aay  inch  incorporaliaD  white  the  cnnfttitiition  remained 
in  itM  prt^ait  form."  Wiite  »hAwed  ihit  Ifst'UiF  to  Hidillc.  of  PitUhnrg,  luid 
Ui  Qlluit  disting^uuhed  nbiga  in  ooagnx,  and  to  tii«iu  it  was  luft  to  «uj 
whether  it  should  be  made  pnblic.  '"Vb<ey  decided  that  Mr.  Tyier'i  letter 
tlioald  DOt  go  before  tlie  public."  The'-Dftmociatio  Bcvi«w,"No»-,  JtMli 
p.  SIM.  lo  a  note  on  p.  &&8,  Uie  "  Bemw  "  ilianirvs  thv  itoijr  to  the  eHect 
that  1  jlcr'i  Icttdr  "  was  addressed  lo  Mine  dtizenx  oi  Al\eghiiny  county, 
FmiMvlTitnia,  ui  rrply  to  a  communication  received  from  them,  but  wtu» 
ionraided  to  Ur.  Wise  in  the  manntT  and  for  tiiu  obji-ct  stated  in  the 
Bksicb."  Ia  the  Seven  Deaides,  p.  i77,  Wise  lepeaU  tho  stuiy,  but  with* 
cut  meutiouuig  the  part  bo  plajcd  in  it  bimtelf. 

■8«Toa  Decadt*,  pp.  I^T-IGI. 

•Tylw  had  iKca  a  candidate  for  the  rictprcsidcncj  at  the  previou* 
election,  add  be  was  lojiported  not  by  tbeWhite  diTiuon  of  the  demoentiu 
l«rtj  onlj'.  A  txmveDtioD  of  &»  iri^gt  of  Marjlani]  at  Baltimore  put 
Up  the  "ticket"  Uorrtfon  and  'I^croa  thet!2dof  Decetnbec,  13S5.  Nileo, 
XlAX.  pp.  288.  42«. 
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eiitireljr  probable    No  I'«nj  hnd  an  absolute  majoritjr  in  tbel 
U-i^islatui-e  <>{  Virgiaia,  so  tliai  wWre  eucli  a  majority  Ka&l 
required,  the  indcpendeot  democnils  dmJed  the  i&*iie.    Tbcjrj 
made  use  of  t)ii»  favorubld  combination  of  circiinintiiaoeti  to] 
Iiolcl  tho  fcalcs  io  suspense,  nntli  tlic  Btmo^t  stabbor 
in  thb  election  of  a  senator,  t>ecaiise,  to  tlieir  great  surpt 
and  indignatioti,  Uio  wliigs  voted  for  Kivee,  Tyler's  sococeMT. 
As  Wise  relftlee,  they  then,  for  tlie  firot  time,  allowed  his 
eleotioD    to  be  effected,    by  not  voting  wbcn  Clay  bad 
pTomleed  to  use  all  iiiii  iufliience  to  secare  Tyler's  nomination  J 
as  vice-president.    Tliai  llioy  would  not  bave  BtUTBnderedj 
tlieir  unnsfiHiliible  potiition  nnthout  some  consideration,  loay 
be  a££umod  witli  certainty;  and  wbat  far-reaebing  oonces- 
stoiu  Olay  was  now  ready  to  maico,  from  reasons  of  expedi- 
ency, bis  correspondence  informs  us.'    That  bo  reoommeudn] 

■  Be  wrilfB,  December  20,  \SSS:  "  On  (be  nilyect  of  bb  [Bins]  jtStt 
Itan,  U>  the  ttoaXe,  it  would  be  )iigfal>'  improper  for  bm  to  LDt«ifet«;  bat  I 
Din;  to  }wi  say  that  tiicne  wiUi  vbom  I  have  ooBTctsod  out  of  Viiiijiiik. 
ihiDk  that  it  would  be  attended  with  teqr  good  efiect  .  .  .  ttf  owm^ 
optnioB  is,  that  with  a  view  lo  antet  Um  mfoftimate  dinBoiu  which  i 
unonff  in,  to  chndi  the  proereM  of  intHgMfe,  and  to  anciue  coooent 
utioDftt  KidimoDd,  bjrthe  whig  pmlion  of  the  legislalum  lindndjng, 
ponible,  Uw  oomerTatiTei),  in  higUr  ezpedienL"  I^r.  Cccreip.,  ii.-l3£.' 
Man  eoffiprabenive  and  plainer  ia  a  letter  dated  ttocoDbM^SS:  "Hkw 
ootoEyow  stato  tm  tiiack  by  the  fact  tfaal  a  coApcnitioQ 
wbi((>  and  aMueiTatJTCi  will  sccnn!  a  majodtr  ■gainst  tiie  admtoU 
lUiA  UuU  without  it  the  m^jorit}'  nikj  bo  thb  ether  waf .  The  ohi*^  thn«- 
tvK,  to  be  accomplislted.  if  it  bo  practirabbs  a  to  wcure  that  utaioiitf  or- 
Spantion ;  and  to  tboM  at  a  distance  Mi.  Ritm'  rrftectkn  Kppvan  to  b«  a 
prabaUc  ncaua.  If  itbonot;  if  a  bcarty  c«^p«tation  can  not  WprgJncri 
by  tii  tf  nothing  ii  lo  be  gained  bat  Mr.  Rives  hiinwlf.  i)iute  a  dtScRat 
Ti«w  of  the  qOMliaa  would  be  ealtcbuned.  Mr.  Eiiroi  ha«  hantcK  us 
dahn  upon  the  wliigs  bat  those  whidi  arise  trom  his  mast  onasej  asl 
eouSfliBg  tha  qaeitiaB  to  bin  olMie.  his  etpunging  vote  and  foraier  CORK 
ironU  mora  than  nvutntliso  his  tm-nt  cliiims.  But  a  nun  eUei>dei  vlnr . 
klioulil  be  talren  of  tho  matlor.  If  he  can  be  osed  at  an  insmnnad 
acquire  u  ncc^Mton  »f  stiviigth  that  wooM  Mmj  ViigiiBa  agnitut 
admtniriiaitiOD.  the  inquiir  then  would  be,  whether  loaDd  policy  doas  i 
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ttree's  election  is  a  fact,  and  it  is  nnqtiestionable  that  Tyler 
and  Claj,  arm  in  amijprceeated  a  better  picture  dian  Rives 
and  Clay.  IGvca  had  placed  liimself  iu  i>i»j)OKition  to  the 
adminUtration  neither  ae  early  nor  as  decidedly  aa  Tyler,  and, 
abore  all,  lie  luul  allowed  himself  to  be  elected  to  the  senate 
to  cast  the  vote  that  Tyler  had  refused  to  cast,  for  the  "ex- 
panging  rcsoluliou"  whicJi  the  whigs  abhorred  from  the  bot- 
tom of  their  heart.  Ciny  was  certninly  right  when  he  eoid 
tb&t  the  whi^  would  alvrnya  have  to  renmin  in  n  bopelees 
minority  if  they  wished  to  repel  all  Jackson's  former  par- 
tiaau.  In  this,  nUo.  he  did  not  entirely  lo$c  sight  of  the 
necessity  that  opiui<jii8  should  have  undergone  a  oltunge  not 
in  relation  to  person*  alona  But  it  was  not  from  facts,  bat 
from  his  wishes,  that  he  desired  to  obtain  an  answer  to  the 
ijoestion,  bow  far  choee  who  were  converted  from  being 
opponents  of  tlie  adminietratiuii  Lad  advanced  towaitlt;  those 
party  dogmas  of  the  wLig«  which  would  havo  to  bo  made 
th«  order  of  the  day,  as  Boon  ok  the  whige  begun  to  riilc. 
Bnt  this  waa  the  deciding  jioinL  It  was,  in  itself,  perfectly 
ju«tifiable  tliat  he  advocated  even  simple  "alliances."    Xb« 

ilfiniuul  tbat  m  ihoold  Mcrilioe  all  feelinjrt  excited  hy  n  hifilily  cjioeplicin- 
able  TOle,  in  coottdcration  of  a  gr-at  i>l^«ct  to  be  poinrd  for  tbe  eood  d 
OUT  coontry.  ...  It  is  manifest  that,  if  wc  repel  the  advances  ot  all 
tha  fontur  nmnben  of  tho  Jiickton  {lartj  to  unite  with  xa,  under  whotam 
BiUDC  tbcjr  maj  wlopt,  wo  mtut  letciua  ia  n  pcarpvtual  and  hgpclCM  nunop 
itf.  Slioald  we  not  oxtinid  U>  Uif.  i^^ientiuit  ia  putilics  Uin  aime  forgive- 
nen  which  the  Chiialiaii  religion  promioea  Lo  tlie  contritf.  evon  in  Die 
i-Jewnth  hoBT?  Tlie  Aifferpnce  'betoreeo  Mr.  Kv«  and  Boin«  oUibtb  now 
incorpocatGd  in  oar  party  ii,  tbat  iiuax  watcho*  did  not  run  togcthcc.  .  .  . 
It  m  obrioa*  tbat  thar  [the  cooaenaUvm)  poeition  w»s  tt'mpomir,  and 
aoaU  not  Iw  maintaiitod  for  Any  l^npftb  of  timo.  It  waa  at  a  half-waj 
hovse.  Tofj  tsiiOL.  UuGiriare.  fall  bock  into  tho  raaks  of  their  aid  awod- 
atM,  or  Iw  abaorfced  by  ui.  And  it  seemB  to  b^  a  pi^uling  opinion  here, 
ta  be  expedimt  to  ankil  tlie  countiy  of  the  scrriccs  of  m  maay  of  iboni  aa 
«a  om  ffet,  eitb»  a£  alliet  or  aa  part  of  our  oooaolidBled  foroe.  I  ahoald 
add  tbat  it  i>  Eouied.  if  be  be  not  i«Elo«t4!d,  thn  cvmt  will  oiMiate  badly 
out  of,  aa  wvU  aa  in.  Tirglnia."    Vm.  Comap..  pp.  435, 43G. 
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blamevortby  dishonesty  aud  grow  mi&mke  lu.y  in  this,  cliut. 
in  cetablisliing  couditions  of  tliMO  alliances,  it  wu  iBduitri- 
ourfy  avoided  to  advance  one  atep  from  tbo  qucation  of  per- 
sons to  tlie  qQ€stion  of  things,  and  at  the  »imc  time  the 
question  of  persons  was  eettled  Id  such  a  %i\y  that  eooaer 
or  later  it  wm  inevitable  that  men  should  hare  to  oomc  into 
wTore  coUisioc  wiUi  one  anotlicr,  on  acootmt  of  the  qoe»tioti 
^f  tliiniTfi. 

Tiiis  internal  uatrath  in  the  attitude  of  the  tmited  oppoci* 
tion  determined  the  very  pecalior  eliamctor  which  distin- 
guished the  electoral  vainpni^   of  l!>40  from   oil   others 
"Down  witli  the  Tarqiiins — avny  with  the  spoilers'*'  — in 
these  vorde  wa  tiud  the  snbetaaoe  of  the  cuCire  electoral 
oampaign  on  the  side  of  the  vrhigs.     But  hy  uu  expeitditare 
of  time,  mooej,  inveotion,  and  exceedingly  superficial  on- 
tbnaiaaiQ,  sucli  as  liad   TKver  before  been  made  in  equal 
measure,  th{«  sniall  piece  of  metal  was  drawn  ont  Into  an' 
indescribably  long  and  «x{»e(Iii)g1j'  brilliant  thread.    It  wwl 
the  electoral  campaign  of  nioni>ter  meetioge^  of  carnival  pomp  I 
and  doggerel  verse.     '•£\'ery  breeze  sa^s  cbauge,"'  saidj 
Welister,    triiimphajitly,      "The    time    for    discussion    lias 
pussed,"  o\eluiuied  Clay,  certain  of  vtutor}-.'    Men  did  not  try 
toawalceit  thought,  to  form  and  obtain  well-grounded  oonvie-j 
tions.     They  argued  tlirough  the  senses,  niid  niadi;  prc«el}1e»-l 
l)j  the  contagious  influence  exereiaed  by  the  jubilation  of 
eompact  masses.     A  juurnal  like  N^Uea^  Register  gave  a  re- 
|)ort  of  twenty-three  closely  printed  columns  of  the  conveu- 
tiou  at  linJlimore-,  and  of  these,  tifteeu  were  devutcd  to  a] 
deeorlption  of  tlie  procesBioQ.    And  this  ie  not  an  isulatedj 


■  Esdunfttion  oC  tfav  conniiittee  Cor  the  omrentioa  on  the  L»UIe-Sdd  glj 
lippeouioA.    NiUit.  LVIIl,  p.  Ui2. 

'  "Thu  time  baa  «otou  wbca  Uie  07  is  diaii|«.    ISvtsjr  Ueeaa 
shiiQge."    Ibid.,  p.  IM. 

'"ThinU  notinM  toorgae  — tha  tinMfor  iliscaaioDhM  paaid— Um] 
imtiim  has  alnadjr  luociouiaoed  its  ■enteace.*'    1>  c> 
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exception,  hnt  an  example  illuBtratJi-e  of  the  rule.  Little 
waft  said  of  tlie  BpeecJiai,  and  lliere  wiM  little  tu  he  8aid  oE 
them;  but  tliu  iuk^taiiii  v.ua  L^tiiptied  fruui  writing  before 
the  deecriplioQ  of  tlie  prucetwlone  ou  foot,  on  liorsebaclt,  in 
carriagiM,  with  their  bannertt  and  deviceo,  pictui'eB,  log-cab- 
108,  hard  cidtir-kirrele,  cauoi>«,  uiiuiature  stuatnshijifr  giant 
l)nll»,  etc.,  VBs  closed.'     And  what  argnmentB,  leaving  tlio 

*  Uaaj  waAen  may  lika  to  aee  a  quotation  here  wiudi  will  make  it  po»* 
Bblefortbem  tof»manTididsaof  thcMdoinga:  "  Allegan;, Um frontacr 
couBty  of  theatale,  wai  numenMuljiCfpreNiited,  hurdel^pitionwu  attJrnJ 
is  tbo  Iitinting  divas  of  bex  irild  oad  «xtj>naiTQ  tango  of  uiicn)tirat«d  moun- 
tauub  and  Uigt  woe  preceded  bj  a  fla^  oC  gnat  lengib  btoricff  the  in- 
•criptua  '  jUIegaoj '  to  liuge  lettcn;  then  fotlnwod  an  immenae  ball  tea 
<x  twtlw  fwt  in  diauetw,  roll«<l  forwanl  by  tii<s»  bortly  »oii«  of  the 
uiouDtaiuK,  under  tlic  direction  of  Capt,  SImrt>r.  The  non-ltyoE  tbmifFuiT, 
aai  tho  iu<at  moAo  niaptfA  tat  prcpollmgr  it,  cAnxtitutAd  it  an  olyocL  at 
peculiar  intemi  and  atlniGtion.  Itwiu*  pronniinced,  wo  Initrii,  even  by  Ur. 
Clay,  to  be  the  'lion  of  the  da^.'nnil  permission,  w(>  furtbn  te^im.  hsut 
boea  aakai  by  tho  N^iw  York  dclog^Abion  for  it«  wo  at  tbur  oelebntlion  of 
th»  batUe  of  Port  IWtgit  on  ths  8th  of  thii  month;  and  on  tint  day  it  com> 
■netieed  raiting  in  that  city. 

"  Upon  the  ends  of  tiva  ball,  on  blue  irnrand.  were  atan  correapondins  in 
auinbei  with  tho  stauv  of  Uie  ITDion,  utd  throughout  ik  wide  dimeniionii 
rod  and  whit«  ttnpoi  wuru  throvn,  opon  which  Tiitiuu  lUKriptious  wer» 
laade;  faom  ainons  thcu  wo  caught  tha  foUowingi 

"OLQ  ALLBQAItr. 

""With  heart  and  BOol 
ITiia  hull  wii  roll. 
Hay  timis  improra 
Aa  on  we  m«ve. 

"Tfaii  democratic  ball. 
Set  rollinir  lint  by  Bentoa, 
Ii  on  ajiotiier  bade 
Fnun  that  it  fint  wnii  tat  on. 

"Farewell,  dear  Tan. 
Tou'm  not  0111-  raaat 
To  guida  tlie  ship. 
We'U  tiy  old  Tip. 
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performance  of  the  "Down  with  the  Tarqnins"  out  of  con- 
sideration, brides  these  political  procesaions,  coald  or  should 
have  been  broaght  forward,  since  as  Wise  rightly  SMd,*  the 

'"nppecaooel 
And  Trier  tool " 

was  bj  no  means  as  senseless  a  verse  as  it  wae  barbarous. 
What  it  meant,  another  doggerel  verse  told  plainly  enou^; 

"  National  Republicans  in  Tippecanoe, 
And  Democratic  Republicans  in  lyior  too." 

A.nd  what  was  the  use  of  other  argoments,  aiuoe  these  were 

"  Te  officeholders,  fed  with  pe^ 

Have  very  bsmcj  grown; 

We  tell  ye,  aiis,  we  don't  like  tha^ 

And  mean  to  make  it  known. 
"With  pronuses  we've  long  been  fed. 

But  do  not  like  the  tieat; 

We'd  rather  have  a  Uttte  bcead, 

A  something  else  to  eat; 

Old  AU^cauy  sent  na  hen 

To  bid  yon  &11 '  be  of  good  cheer.* 

"  TirPECAKOB  AltD  TTLKB. 

"Asrulkthebail 
Vac's  reign  does  fall; 
And  he  may  look 
To  Kindeifaook; 
His  former  foendl 
Toother  ends. 

"Take  care  yooi  toes 
Ye  looo-fo's; 
As  yv're  in  troaUe 
Te  may  see  doohle; 
Haring  no  bell 
We  roll  your  knelL 

"STOP  THAT  HAU^ 

"Thi>  ):iuhmng  ball  is  loUing  stQl, 
AiidstiilKaiberingMitioUi."    Nflea,  LVm,  p.  155 
'Semi  Pwadi-*,  p.  17.\ 
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attended  with  the  beat  anccess?  Was  it  not  onW  the  deeire 
wliich  so  frequently  cliiiga  to  old  age  (o  find  fault,  wliiclL 
caused  Adams  to  pass  «»  lurrimoniuus  u  judgment  ou  ttic«e 
manifestations  of  universal  "entbiisinem)'*'  And  itcertainly 
Wis  not  plca&ant  to  be  obliged  to  niiikc  so  niiirb  ciipital  now 
init  of  Harrison's  railitanr  merits,  after  people  bad,  for  bo 
uianv  ;yettr8.  violently  decliiiiiicd  against  the  fnct  tbat  Jack- 
son, a  man  destitute  of  statcjimanlike  udu(!iitioTi  and  cajxicity, 
tiad  licuti  intutu  president  on  account  of  tbe  victory  of  New 
Orleans.  If  men  had  to  accommodate  tliemAclvc^  to  tins, 
for  the  sake  of  encci^e,  why  should  they  not  le  overjoyed  at 
tljc  feeling  which  prevailed  here  and  thei-e,  that  it  was  not 
entirely  worthy  of  a  great  oation  to  acbiovu  victory  by  eiucli 
lUGMiu,  if  people  really  believed  ia  their  own  assertion,  that 
tlie  contintiancc  of  tliu  rule  of  the  Tarquina  would  be  the 
complete  ruin  of  the  republic. 

Wimt  bod  the  democrats  to  oppose  to  the  nnesampled  en- 
thosiaEtn  of  the  oppoeition,  which,  like  a  tire  on  tlie  parched 
prairie,  swi-pt  everything  befure  iti  True,  there  was  nothing 
hiatiug  in  this  erithiuiasm,  hut,  for  the  moment,  its  flames 
roae  high,  while  tlie  (lenii>cratic  camp  lay  in  the  oppressive 
atmofiplioru  of  a  cloudy  November  day.  Van  Burun  bad 
hccu  unanimously  ronominatad  by  the  national  convention 

*  "llie  in«imben  of  the  Baltimora  vrhig  ooavention  nre  floolOTig  to  tliii 
d^  (Wuhingtoa)  by  hundxedft.  Tho  conrcntion  itself  oonmtted  of  Hum- 
■iuiiIb;  an  imiMnHf!  unwieldy  maM  of  jiolitiouJ  machloei;  to  acoompliah 
uotbiut: — to  form  a  (inx^eiiou  polluted  by  a  foul  unJ  unpunialicd  muidvr 
of  one  of  tboir  own  miLnhalE,  and  by  the  loss  of  several  oUier  livfls.  I  oid 
HKued  that  the  number  of  delegabee  in  attaidiuioe  fnmi  ihe  tingfo  itate 
of  BUsadiup-'Ui!,  viu  not  lew  tboa  twelve  handled.  And  iu  the  midst  of 
Uu>  Uirontt.  Haay  Clay,  Daniel  Webster,  WiLtiun  C.  Preetoa,  teaaUm  ot 
tbe  United  iitatea.  and  four  Umce  liic  numbcx  of  niemb«n  of  the  houao  ot 
ni|B%«entatJwi,  have  been  two  day*  Ktraintnir  tbeir  hiaift  uid  cniddng 
thtiz  voice*.  t«  fill  this  multitude  trith  windy  sound,  for  the  glon&i:iulJon  of 
WiUiiLiii  Henry  Hurnun,  uul  the  vituperation  ol  UiitioTan  Donnu" 
Uccn.  o<  J.  Q.  Aduui.  X,  p.  882. 
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At  Baltimore,'  bnt  the  enthusiasm  and  agsuraiios  of  victor 
paraded,  were  6o  obviuualy  Bj-tificial  that  tbej  made  oa< 
shirer.  'Wlint  eothaaiasm  it  posecssod,'  the  party  had  sr^ 
Uaiuted  un  Jackson,  aod  it  wae  iilUirly  impoetiblc  fur  it  to 
groir  warm  tou'ards  tho  emoolh,  cool  chief  oogmcor  af  lb? 
party  luucUiue.  Aud  no  attempt  even  vaa  made  ot  lemt  tv 
put  at  hi»  side  a  person  whose  name  might  exercise  a  cl 
ovor  the  ^cy  or  tho  fcdiags  of  the  maasea.  The  iut ' 
erea,  the  eleotion  of  the  vioe-preaideot  bad  devolved  on 
Moate,  and  now  tho  convention  rasolTod — beeauao  uf  an 
Mniomw  de  ricAeud^  it  swd  —  to  make  no  Dominatic 
whatftTCT.  Thii  would  hardly  have  happeaod,  irero  it  so 
that  the  democrats,  like  the  wbigs,  bad  entirely  to»t  agbt  of 
the  possibility  that  the  vicc-prosidcnt  might  beoome  pnei- 
dant  Bat  it  also  show»  to  what  extent  the  demucnktic  par^ 
was  now  held  together  only  by  the  strong  but  brittle  bondl 
of  party  dUoipline. 

Even  duriog  Jat^aou's  adminiatrBtioo,  anotlur  portton 
baaidas  the  *'  oooaenratifea "  had  eepantad  bora  tbe  gnat 
part]r.    The  eijaal-rigfats  yttVf  was  built  op  from  the  nun* 
of  an  epbcJDoral  "^  vrorkingmenV  V^^  ^"  in  the  city  of  Ne«|| 
York,  oudor  the  leadership  of  G.  IL  £ran&,  poblieher  of 
Weriim^mim'*  Advocale  mmd  tS»  JKm,  and  W. 
pabtUur  of  the  Emmin^  Po&L    So  tl^tly  were  the  rni 


>S«  Am  aoooiBl  cf  tfak  oarailiiM.  Sn^  LtHL  pp.  itMSL 
■  ••  &  it  M  te  tnlh  to  ilala  la  tkii  plM  Ibal  th«  wadmwoMi't  rwtf . 
wUcfcmntalSaCkaBiltfHiveri  ilkaaA  too  job  aftewwrk.  »w  tfae 
ymaiilw.lp— w«rtt.a*ft»i^|WliigMipartj."  %iriMn.Th«B»> 
la9«(t^lMe-rQD0k«rfi|idft«)ibIW^^ia.  &■  pfam  Oat  Bjrd- 
■B  Till  ml  il  ill  ilBftlfcitii  ii  tfitj  iitLlla  ■■■■■uiiUiir.L., 
WritM  WM  tte  inl  MlNi  OmI  wftHk  ftt  jv^  «w  fcaatd.  w  tbt  I 
iwtAaiKwtfa  Bill  ill  ito  ail  IT  BttdaaMBOtii 
^  tki  Maoltea.  brtdka  ^  Aai^akB.  "  Tn^  Wh^  ■ea."  as 
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of  portj  discipline  dmwn  tliat  the  reformers  tlionglit  it 
neoeeaary,  at  first,  like  conBpirators,  contitiTially  lo  elmnge 
the  place  of  their  secret  rendezvou*,  and  yet  they  repelled 
the  ehai^  that  they  wished  to  establish  a  new  faith,  as  a 
hatcfol  calumny.  According  to  their  own  stntomeiit,  all 
they  sought  was  to  lead  the  democracy  hack  to  the  teachinga 
of  Jeffereon  in  their  original  purity,  and  to  conform  their 
practice  to  theory-.  Thia  last  waa  their  nnpai-donable  crime 
Against  the  orthodox  democratic  clmrch.  That  church 
would  have  looked  away  from  the  extravaganoe  of  their  the- 
oriea  with  a  shrug  of  the  shoulders,  if  they  luid  not  rebelled 
Against  the  iron  rule  of  Tfiminany  Halt.  Or  this  point,  a 
formal  brcAch  ocairred  lietvreen  them.  On  the  39th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1835,  they  succee'tled.  by  a  well  planned  enrprise,  in.  de* 
fealing  Tammany  IIaII  completely  in  a  uominatinj;  meeting. 
A-f ter  a  long  nml  diaonierly  scuffle  with  them,  Tammany  llall 
recognized  the  impofisibility  of  carrying  the  nominatiou  of 
candidates  chosen  in  secret  conclave,  left  the  hall  and  turned 
off  the  gaa.  Bat  even  for  tliie,  their  opponents  were  pre- 
pared. The  candles  they  had  taken  with  tlicnt  were  soon 
liji;btod,  ajid  illuminated  the  hall  well  enongli  to  lend  the 
meeting  to  a  satisfactory  closa  Tlie  siirlng  matches  (loco* 
Fooo  matches)  gare  the  pnrty  the  name  of  tlio  luco-focoti;  but 
tbcir  victory  had  no  further  practical  conHoqiirnrn  but  their 
cxommiinii-ation,  Tiie  new  pai'ty  was  armyed  in  the  hnbil- 
imeotd  of  a  real  bugbeai-.  "Agmrians"  was  the  accurBt-d 
Dame  to  be  fjketened  on  tliem,  and  to  make  tlicm  an  abomi- 
uation  in  the  eyes  of  all  those  who  took  any  interest  in  law 
or  social  order.' 

I "  Led  by  tbt  nn*  DMeaiity,  or  punhing  tbo  taiDO  prindplea  etiU  (tix- 
ther,  and  witli  nViitA  ot  KTulntioniLry  rapidity,  wehanteen  tkchKhbof 
pfopertj  not  only  uaoiled,  but  denied;  tJio  boUloat  ognmaa  noLioiu  put 
fi)rtli;  the  pomrof  tnnaniarioD  from  father  to  nonoixiUjdenoniionl;  the 
right  o(  one  lo  prtitiiimlf  in  Lho  carnbigt  of  another,  to  tlio  irjaetion  of 
tiie  luUutBl  ciUima  ot  hit  own  (Juldrvo,  anerted  aa  a  *'«"ft'""'rtti\l  pnadfila 
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Care  wai)  naturally  taken  DOt  to  detino  tlie  bumbte  t<lv«. 
too  aocuratulv;'  it  vms  sufBcicnt  Uinl  it  ei^itictl,  bcjroud  u 
doabt,  a  monstrous  BociaJistic-coiumutii6ti<;eonii:tltin^.     llut 
tbift  was  doing  altogether  too  much  lionor  to  Uie  low-focve. ' 
Tbcj-  WLTQ   honeivt  ratiical  dootrinanaua,  witL  an  admui- 
turu  of  wabitiuus  ami  Uuugry  coiajMaioub,  wlio  oadMVOl 
to  aAimn  to  pow«r  and  get  to  tbe  crib  in  aa  irn^jaUr 
beoAUM  the/  did   not  eacueed  in  doing  to  in  the 
muiQBr.    Tbejr  did  not  think  of  reoigaDiang  aodnty 
newly  di«oovei-od  priocipka,  even  if  the  literal  oarrjing  oot 
of  their  tlteoriee  wouM,  in  luany   respects,  haT«   tni 
the  world  upside  down,     lint  ereo  force  would  not  hxn* 
been  able  to  cany  ont  tlieir  theories  tlimt  literally  for  a 
single  moment,  and  tliejr  nerer  harbored  the  wbh  to  at- 
tempt to  carry  them  out  by  force.     They  were,  indeed,  from 
the  very  Hrst.  an  entirely  genuine  braudi  of  the  tree  of  the 
dcmocractic  porty  and  not  a  poiaonoos  sprig  engrafted  on  it 
Their  doctrineo  were  nothing  Imt  exaggerations  of  die  dog^ 
mm  of  tlic  party.    The  ptirty  uppo^  the  national  bank, 
and  the  loco-focos  would  hear  notliiug  of  any  kind  of  a  bank 
or  of  any  **  mono|Kily."     The  dcmoeratic  [mrty  opposed  the 
protective  tariif,  and  tlie  Ioco-Foco3  demanded  complete froc^ 
dom  of   trade.     When  the  former  straggled  for  a  r^orm 
of  the  currency,  the  latter  favored  only  hard  money.    If 
with  the  former,  the  equality  of  all  men  had  beonme  a  lying 
form  behind  whicli  t}ie  despotism  of  the  vtre-pnilors  lay 
hid,  tlie  latto-  Mothed  themeelves  with  the  pious  illoisoa 

of  the  now  dcmocracj :  and  >ll  this  bj  thoM  who  am  in  the  p^  cf  ^otrii- 
mmt,  rvMirinfi  luge  nluiei.  and  wliOM  offient  wonM  baacatlTiilitMni^ 
liut  tx  the  labor  performed  in  the  attaspt  to  sira  cuiwpcg  to  tlHW  |Rin> 
eiplet  and  tlun  opiuom."    Walwt'a  WmlB,  11,  p.  46. 

oona  van  bnuiiled  I9  tba  ■hToaiah  w  "agnriaiM."  Be*  oipaaEallj  lb* 
wtMstlgfiMl  "PjrthoB."  is  •'  D*  Boir^t  B«ne»,"  which  tlw  editor  pcate 
in  a  lidioiiloui  MianMr. 
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the  principle  of  "natural  w^uul  rigliU'Mn  all  tilings 
coald  be  enforct^l  in  the  life  of  ii  great  civilized  i^tAle  actii- 
iJIy  and  with  patriarchal  simplicity.'  0iider  tliese  olrcnni- 
stBoew,  it  was  impossible  tbnt  tlic;  eboiild  continao  long  to 
bave  Uie  proud  distinctioa  of  a  separate  existence  as  a  party. 
Tlie  loco-fycos  vi>ted  down  tbeir  high  pretensions  in  relation 
to  Che  coDsonunce  of  theory  and  practice,  and  etood  aloof 
from  tho  temptation  to  lift  the  "  regular"  organization  from 
(iff  its  hinges;  and  Uie  universal  democratic  cJinrch  learned 
not  only  to  tolerate  the  locofoco  heresies,  btit  pemiitled  it- 
ffilf  to  he  innciilnted  with  itF  poii>on,BomciiFhatdilotcd,with- 
ont  offering  any  gre«t  resistnnce.  After  a  f«w  years,  loco- 
foco  meant  only  a  eliading  in  the  party,  with  very  indigtinct 
limits,  and  at  Inst  it  came  to  be  nothing  but  n  pithy  expres- 
sion used  by  their  opponent*,  which  tliey  flung  at  thoee 
democrats  also  who,  like  Van  Unren  himself,  had  at  one 
time  been  severely  and  unraereifully  censured  by  the  real 
LUwo-foeoe.'    And  although  wo  meet  with  the  name  on  every 


'  See  the  reaolntioiis  and  "dedaraliona  at  piindples  "  in  BynLndU  p|k 
■27.89-42,57,  W,  etc. 

'  In  JaiWi  1836,  tbe  d«iiiocmtic  canilidatoe.  Voo  Burra  &b<)  R.  M.  John- 
ton,  were  called  npoo  (o  fixttrass  their  views  on  tlie  imndples  of  the  looo* 
focoa-  A  toRventioD  of  tli«  latter  «ud  of  the  aiuv«n  leoeived;  "The 
Utter  of  R-  M,  Johiurm  Eh  ampir  oatiafofiory,  ^rhite  thnt  of  Wr.  Van 
Bom  In  not  BO,  to  an;  tnie  dfMDCcnit."  And.  thnrvfor*.  ttr?sohred  "that 
tbe  paitr  would  adopt&oprciidciitiul  ticket."  Bynbull.  pp.  60.  61.  Tho 
vtogs.  GO  tbs  othrr  band.  ieprei«nted  Von  Bonn  ai  an  axcb-Ioco-fooo. 
Tb«  " Peaoeratio  R«vi«w,"  vTil«e  in  OctoW,  I83S,  p.  Ill:  "It  moat 
have  struck  evcrr  one.  that  ub  aocn  m  Uie  oppoeitioa  nioceeded  in  propa- 
gattng  extenrivpl^  the  belief  th&t  Ota  adnbiitiBtioB  was  hoctDe  U>  tho 
rigbta  «f  prDp«rtf .  it  wu  left  in  a  miaorit;,  and  it  can  only  riKover  it* 
pndomuiaBoe  bj  dint  of  disproving  the  accusation."  Still  thaae  rJiniu^-* 
plaje<t  a  part  oTi^n  in  tbe  eleotoml  campaign  of  1S40.  Thui,  fcr  instAnee, 
we  read  in  the  tnolutioiu  of  an  appcoititm  mcetiag'  in  Wmfaiiifftou,  of 
IhalMhof  F^ehnary.  1340;  "Thepurpotiecl  ttie  executivo  tountyono 
podion  of  tlM  ooauDOnilT  ia  hoatiLty  to  anoUier,  by  otBcial  invocation!  oi 
an  tgiarian  and  aaBidbical  epiritt"  etc    Kik*,LVIlI.  p.  20. 
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pnge  of  tlie  history  of  the  period,  the  wliole  movement  «■« 
of  but  very  tniftll  inifxirtnnce.  The  cJiief  interest  to  which 
it  can  Inr  elitim  is,  that  it  was  the  firat  retnindor  tliat  erra 
tho  unsnrpiiesable  party  discipline  of  the  detnocmte  and  Uic 
scllisli  iiitcrcete  of  professional  i>olitician6  uloncoonid  not  sof- 
ficetohold  the  party  lafitingly  together.  The  deeper  canee of 
the  nerrelees  linltiiif:  position  it  a^aamed  in  the  eleotuml  cain- 
paig^n  of  1840,  iTHfi  that  thusfi  were  aloiostthconly  bonds  that 
lielil  it  tof^thcr.  A  jxirty  whnee  progmmmo  i£  limited  only 
to  the  preservation  of  that  which  has  been  already  ohtaine 
is  at  (he  beginning  of  its  end.  Bot  the  dcmocmtic  part) 
had  no  longer  any  aim  the  prosecution  of  which  would  hav 
given  ib  a  right  to  further  cxielcncc.  It  perhaps  Bnccc«d< 
at  llraes,  in  proposing  to  it^lF  a  new  aim  in  which  an  idea' 
funnd  expresiiion  thiit  might,  and  oren  must,  have  fiirulfilied 
a  basiit  for  n  division  of  the  nation  into  parties.  At  present 
it  had  nothing  to  olTer  to  the  people  but  more  or  leas  un<! 
hnppy  attempts  at  a  refntatioD  of  the  charges  madoagitios 
It,jiistaa  the  opposition  had  nothing  to  offor  bnt  these 
charges.* 

'  It  taade  a  gnet  vamj  pronuau,  btit  wd  noUiingr  of  tiw  nmnni  kf" 
wliicli  thno  prooiiwi  wne  to  be  fcIfillML  "  Tbe  fact  <p(  U*  (Hunmi'il 
•■IcctiDn  aloMt  without  r^f^ronoo  to  thctnciuurM  of  hb  ftdmiiiittrMinn. 
irill  powerfullj  eootribuU-  ta  tho  security  nod  happiiuw  of  the  peopli).  It 
will  bring  luuiuninM  of  the  efsRaHoo  of  tbat  long  aarinof  dinatmHi 
l>eriniOTitfl  which  liuTC  to  greatly  iL^icU-d  Ui«  people.  Gonfidenos  will 
RWdiately  aanyi:  cradlt  will  be  reatored,  acUv«  bumnen  will  iflttm.  ptieet 
of  pnxiuda  wU  iwei  and  tJio  pvopUt  will  feel  aad  know  Ibat,  iiatt^  of 
their  •emnU  being  ooeupicd  in  denninic  n)(s*um  of  thr ir  rein  and  Ae- 
•Inction,  thoy  will  be  eaiduoiulx  «mplo]«d  in  promotiiig  tlieir 
and  pruperity. "  Clay's  apeech  at  Ruiovor,  July  10.1940.  Woodlmjrl 
WriL,  I,  pp.  lA  IM.  •'Ca.nyiag  out  the  idn,  Uiat  tto  nXtoetlMi 
Mr.  Van  Bureo  woatd  bo  tbe  ngnal  lor  tbe  downfoU  of  all  pricei,  Uw  i 
o(  all  ifldasbT.  and  the  dettnotion  ol  all  labor,  tiia  itewirpap«r«  ta  aUl 
tndloff  district*  be^aa  to  abound  witb  wdi  adTrrtiiwiDent*  •• 
'  Iba  aiterifaar  will  pojr  siz  doUan  a  baml  tar  Hour  if  Uamaca  it  i 
and  tbm  doUan  if  Von  Daren  ie.'    '  He  uleaiber  will  pay  Brc  i 
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There  was  no  doobt,  long  before  the  election,  that  the  op- 
IfMwitiOD  would  win  the  day;  but  even  the  most  extravagant 
'espectationa  fell  far  short  of  the  triumph  it  vraa  destined  to 
celebrate.    Van  IJuron  received  only  sixty  of  the  two  hun- 
dred and  Dinety-fuur  electoral  votes.'    But  nothing  coold  be 
inferrod  froiu  the^e  figures  as  to  the  real  fitato  of  party 
a&ire.    ThcpopularvoteistoodfOac  million  two  hundred  and 
eix^-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ftixty-three,again&t  one 
millioD  one  hundred  and  tweuty-six  thousand  one  hundred 
and  thirly-tfKVc'ii,^     A  majority  of  one   hniidrod  and  furty- 
iroo  thonsand  eix  hundred  and  twenty-six  was  certainly 
sry  considei-able,  hut  no  one  coiiUI  reason  Iiimeelf  into  tlie 
liof  that  tho  regulardemoumtic  party  was  criudied.     It  hud 
II  the  le6a  reai^on  to  give  up  alt  hope,  as  three  hundred  and 
Ixty-ooe  thousand  three  hiiiitlrcd  and  ninety    more  votes 
^Were  uow  csAt  than  had  been  for  the  Van  Bu re n  electors  in 
1S36.    'Wlien  the  democrats  wanted  to  prove  from  tliis  tliat 
the  oppoeitioQ  could  have  won  only  by  fraud,'  the  attempt 


n  hundivd  fcrporkif  norrisoQuoloctpd.  oik!  twonsidii  hfOf  if  Van  BarPn 
it.*  Ant)  BO  on  through  the  wbolo  catalof^u^  of  martcetable  articlei,  iLnd 
tlm>ti^  tho  dillVmtt  kinds  of  lalwri  «id  thoMiwlv(:rtiiu.-iui>at«  weKU)fued 
bj  reqiecliible  ait;n,  Ihivo  (IvflloTS  in  ttiu  artidt*  nK-ntioned.  and  «reU  nbje 
l»  fii  the  market  pnca  forthmi.''  B wtos,  lliirt/ Tcftia'  Vi«ir,  II,  i>.20^. 
'D«b.of  Conitr.,  XIV.p.2fiO. 
■Nib»,U]£.p.  27.^. 

■■n«  "  Ehjteocmtio  RcviCTT,"  Nortrtnbcr.  1S40,  pp.390.  391.  siiyi:  "On 
tboimlseclof  Um  lulmil  frauds  in  tit  j  dectioa.  to  vliicfa  the  wliole  result  is 
■IiBost  Kifiy  OMribtd  by  no  iaHaadanblo  opiaioBaiaone  oar  party  —  and 
bf  not  a  (uv  oE  thcce  whom  we  cannot  deny  to  bo  better  oipoble  thtui  wu 
cia  claim  to  be  oureelvee,  of  fanuiny;  on  mtelUtjeotjiidgmHnLiaivUtion  to 
it  —  vo  linvc  ht-n  noUting  to  sny.  Wc  have  indM^  but  aleudcr  foitb  ia 
the  potitii'sl  ibteifrlty  of  il  vdcy  Isxtcv  pro|)Ortion  of  the  inuetj  luulent  and 
actinmniiAgera  and  nia/iioaTreijUiioqgaaroppaDenta  .  .  .  luid  «rh«n. 
,iMnoviT.  we  cm(  an  eye  over  ths  long  CDamoalion  which  has  bcva  gin-n 
itbflcolumiuof  Uie  domocrslic  press.  uDcantradictKl  by  their oppondota, 
I  fv  oa  wo  hart'  bwo  able  to  obaenrc,  of  Uio  coOBUoa  in  dtiTcr-'nt  statce  in 
I  the  oamber  ct  votM  polled  liiu  actually  excMidod  by  two,  ttinw,  four. 
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wa«  not  only  ridiculous,  bnt  tlicy  could  not  tbciiwelret  even 
believe  ia  the  Irutli  of  tlie  &tat«iiiout.*  That  election  frmiid- 
oocarred  on  both  sideb  is  very  probable.  Tbie  was  a  ^arg« 
which  the  parties  h&d  for  years  laid  nt  CRch  other'*  door/ 

fit«,  mc,  MTW,  «ight,  cine,  hundrsda,  tba  nholo  nomW  of  mnlM  abom 
Ibe  age  of  tirtnty-oDc,  u  uocxteined  tir  Uk  ocmu  of  Ota  mae 
jear  .  .  .  w«  caiuiot  bat  confem  tbe  Cmce  of  tfa«  «]iuitoa  to  <rbkh  wu 
h«T«  refetnd.  which  OKriba*  tbe  general  i«u)ll  to  aiaple  baud  io  Uw 
deetion.  at  singly  tudtcieiit,  and  u  alone  adeqaata,  to  explain  ill  tha  in- 
conprabeBiibie  lajuierf  ottadung  to  it."  SJnuhHy  C,  C  Odf,  of  Ak- 
faaniB,  in  hia  letter  of  re&igaatioa  of  the  12th  ot  >tov«mbet,  IBll.  KiW 
LXI.  p.  219. 

'  Beaton  whtm:  "  He  p?an  Dorii]  •ocmed  to  haTO  baea  abanSooal  \j 
Ih?  people!  On  the  ccmtmrjf.  be  had  been  anpreeedmUj  eapported  b? 
them— had  renivied  a  larger  popular Yote  than  enr had  ban fnen  tour 
prandaat  btftire !  tad  tfarM  hundred  and  fiixt}-- four  tbowaad  Totai  moea  thaa 
bo  hioucU  bad  roccmd  at  Qu:  pnvioiu  pmitknttal  d«d*ea  vhtt  he  beat 
tfaa  unic  General  Barri«m  fi>uTl£en  thouoaiiil  (otei.  Hero  was  a  slaidiBc 
fact,  and  ono  to  e>cit«  inquiry  ta  tho  public  miad.  How  coald 
Hicfa  orarwbalminir  defeat  witb  tuch  an  enormsus  iactotw  of  _^^ 

Iha  dsQtocmtiD  tide?  Thia  queelioa  pressed  itself  apoa  every  thinfaay 
aund;  aad  it  «a*  init>ouil>Lo  to  gire  it  a eolutMa  cODsiiteot  with  tbe  hooor 
aad  paB»g  of  the  eledm  finuwlnse.  For,  attar  makiog  all  aflowaooa  for 
tha  gnater  aombcar  ot  -mten  bnxi^  oat  on  tfais  oecaaioa  tliaB  at  tha  pre- 
vious alectioa  by  Uis  oatiadidinaiT  eiertioiu  now  mada  Io  brinj^  ibeai  ouU 
yet  Ibeia  wouid  still  be  nK|airsd  a  gniat  numbw  to  nska  op  ibo  five  bon- 
drvd  and  tiaty  tbcnissnd  Tutes  irbwh  Gvnvial  Uaaxoa  rcoeiTvd  om  tod 
abore  hi«  rutK  of  four  yean  beion.  Tbe  betief  of  Ult»  and  bawlalBit 
Totatwaa  d-^p-seated,  and,  ra  faa^  SDMeptiUe  of  proof  ianuafii 
'Huity  Tcan'  View,  II,  p.  303.  Here  not  a  word  is  said  ot  the  bokj 
hi  1836  Van  Biiren  luid  HaniMn  were  onlytwo  of  five  ■ftH'<i'1qM*p. 
White,  W«bet«.T  and  UiuKum  rcoeived,  togctho^  no  fowtr  than 
dectorol  Totm.  BtuUon  ixMdd  not  hara  [ornottea  Ibis.  His  ex; 
must  nalie  on  the  not  accuiatefar  ia«lruct«d  reader  the  iropiestion  that  this 
filBBaa  looks  rery  much  Uke  a  ommcmnis  and  iatentioiial  '^■tBoaBwi  ot 

haboiT- 

■ "  I  mBL  slate,  in  bnefl,  th«t  the  retnnuag  offices  and  jodcea  of  die 
Oam,  iamlij  to  the  adniaistiatioa,  ban  been  poblidj  aoeond 
upon  asqle  testiBway,  <d  auioat  CilsB  lebuns,  and  of  otherwise 
isul  plnj  in  tbe  late  eleetioai  ia  Xew  Jtmy.  Peonsyhanla  and 
And  doobtleia  tha  aama  pncitioat  exiat  elsewhere,  tinder  the  auno  vkioas 
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and  men  wlio  were  not  actuated  hy  party  spirit  eooAidtfed 
U  oa\y  too  well  founded.'  But  to  wisli  to  cliar^ge  t'hat  tlte 
opposition  in  lliis  election  liad  ca«t  one  hundred  and  Forty- 
four  thonsand  frandulent  rotes  more  iJian  the  «!etnocrata 
was  eyidentljr  absnrd.  The  oppasilion  had  no  reason,  on 
this  aODOnnt^  to  fear  that  the  ficale»  would  lorn  again  the 
next  time,  because  it  wonid  be  better  onderalood  how  to 
watch  them  closely.  The  "revolntion"  in  public  opinion  of 
whtoh  it  had  had  »o  much  to  eay,  was  not  of  ^;;reat  int. 
portSDce,  cipite  of  the  enthnviasm  and  the  Inr^  majorities. 
Tt  now,  in  the  first  moment  of  intoxication,  forf^t  erery- 
thin^,  hnt  durini?  the  electoral  campaign  its  leaders  had 
whispered  into  each  oUieKs  ears  that  the  people  were  Mng 
"hmnhuf^red;*'*  and  now,  too,  that  all  the  opponents  of 


lAtnnimre  mnounood  hyTSr.  BtK^Iuuion."  R.  Ua;o,  PdiUcal  Skftcbuof 
Ri^  Tran  in  WatliiniiUiD,  p.  33,  "  Althouftb  I  know  of  no  inrtaace  of 
any  inditidiuiJ  wminff  from  another  slate  intd  on*  to  rote,  yrt  I  hare  been 
tnfomifJ.  from  Bounv»  in  wbich  T  ptooe  the  utmrnt  reliance,  that  eitensive 
an*rir''mPntM  vnt*  mntmrtei  ntnonfr  a  portion  of  thn  citJxciiA  of  tuiothrr 
ftato  lo  ootnc  into  Tllinoiii  fw  tJmt  jnirpotfl  iit  our  rrecut  flection  for  pnoi- 
r)«it  tai  Ti(y-TiTWiid«Bt.  ,  ,  ,  The  stniUing  fraiiit*  whicb  hcTi*  w*- 
rniUy  been  pt^ctiab^  in  Nmt  York  and  other  placet  for  thr  dvslnic&ia 
ol  thme  ncrft]  rijihb)."  etc  Mewaee  of  (tovemor  Carlin.  of  lltinnii. 
naiaid'i  C.  S.  Conmiticiid  and  Statistical  R«gut«r.  Deomiber,  1S(0.  in, 
p.  433. 

*Adainiwril«fi(Hi  thelSttaof  Dcopmber.  ISK:  " Oiarget  of  ?nai f^anl 
and  cocnptica  in  lii«  dectioo  rctumN  of  PhQadolpliia  wen  made  bj  both 
pmiit^  agaimt  ^acii  other,  fieultr /ntic — lx)tli  tni«.  .  .  .  t'laod  uid 
violence  have  tbaa  been  introduced  intA  oar  flMtioiu  and  hart  npully 
triainphod.*'    Hem.  of  J.  Q.  Adanw.  X.  pp.  69.  70. 

*"WeduUchooso(ieiietal  Hanuon,  if  uo  untoward  dvr.at  iiccnrB  be- 
tween thii  bime  and  Norumlier.  Bub  wn  nre  to  Im-va  \>aA  times,  whoever 
nay  be  in  ot  arbnever  out.  'Die  people  tiave  bnen  ojolecl  ami  humbn^gnL. 
AU  parttM  baTC  plujed  off  iio  imuij^  poor  populia  coutiivun-ccu  airaiiivtCiKh 
Mar,  that  I  am  afraid  the  public  minil  hiu  bcnomc  in  a  lamentable  degrso 
wvped  from  ooriMt  principles,  and  turned  kwaj  to  tlio  contempLMMn 
no^  of  inommtAn'  np«di>;nt«,  not  onl>-  in  n-gard  to  raon,  bat  to  thinaa 
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the  Jackaon-TAn  Baren  regime  gave  thein^tves  iip  to  nn- 
bonndcd  jubilation,  Uio  old  man  Adnm^  sliouk  his  heaii 
Borrowfull.v  And  asked  how  long  it  woQld  be  before  thia 
groftt  soap  bnbblo,  with  the  varying  splendor  of  ita  colors, 
would  burst' 

*<  No  one  knowe  ^hnt  is  coming."  Such  was  the  label 
of  the  time.  In  the  case  of  both  parties,  symptoms  of 
incipient  di»6olntion  iucreftsed.  If  their  pro^^mmos  had 
imt  as  jet  eeen  their  day  entirely,  it  was  not  from  them  that 
the  binding  oemont  in  the  first  placo  came  Fartic*  strag- 
gled for  etiprciuacy  for  supremacy's  sake.  Tlie  electoral 
campaign  of  1840  was  moro  excited  titan  any  that  liad  pre- 
eeded  it,*  bnt  in  what  concerns  principlee  and  great  political 
ideas  it  present*,  as  compnred  with  nil  prcrions  campaigna, 
the  picture  of  a  desolate  wasA.  And  yet  how  different  was 
the  time  from  the  "era  of  good  understanding"  which  lutd 
followed  the  di^Mlation  of  the  federalist  party!  The  poli- 
ticians were  concerned  only  to  rule,  bat  the  politicAl  life  of 
the  nation  was  not  wanting  in  qoestions  deserving  of  as 
warm,  tense  and  devoted  a  straggle  ns  any  question  aboat 
which  the  battles  of  parties  had  ever  been  fonght.  Clay's 
attitude  towards  the  slavery  question  had  cost  him  the  last 
prospect  of  success  in  tliu  New  England  states,  and  the  bold 


alM."    Mr.  Wrt«ter  to  Ur  Everatt.  Feb.  IS,  IMa    Pot.  Cratevp.  of  U. 
WcMur.  U,  p.  78. 

■ "  Matuol  srtstnlaUnm  at  the  domiMl  oi  th»  Ja<<boa-7iii  Bai«n  adini* 
iibntion  is  the  muTrrsnl  tbtrmq  of  ooargnBtion.  Om  can  baldly  isiastM 
the  iegne^  debestatiaD  id  vliidi  titer  Aie  botii  beld.  No  ooe  knows  vfaoL 
ii  to  eoma  In  toot  jroBn  from  Diii  tinifl  ths  iDOMMor  may  bo  etioaltr  '^ 
leated.  He  ii  not  the  cbm<s  nf  thicc-foaitha  of  tkcw  who  hare  cttvt'd 
him.  His  prawnt  popotaiit^  a  aD  aitiOdal.  IVre  i«  little  eonSdeiwe  Ea 
Iu«  talcnta  or  hu  Bntaum."    Hem.  of  J.  Q.  AtUnw,  X  p>  886. 

■"  Tbe  wbolo  cootitiT  Ihroaehout  the  tTnicni  ta  b  a  ttate  oF  agitallon  upon 
tha  appmaebinff  preddtntial  daotion  mtefa  as  wag  nerei  beftm  aJtiiiaMil/" 
Hem.  of  J.  Q.  Adams,  X,  p.  361. 
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invention  that  Harrison  was  an  abolitionist '  stood,  more  than 
anything  else,  in  his  way,  in  the  sooth.  The  person  who 
wished  to  read  the  fature  of  the  country,  from  the  nnmhers 
of  the  presidential  election  of  1840,  should  not  have  stopped 
at  the  electoral  vote  and  at  the  numbers  which  went  beyond 
a  million.  "Weightier  than  these  were  the  not  quite  seven 
thousand  votes  *  cast  for  Bimey  and  Earle,  the  candidates  of 
the  liberty  party. 

'"Among the  nnmeioai  charges  which  have  been  pot  indrcalalion 
itgainst  70a  by  the  presses  and  partdsaiiB  of  Hr.  Van  Bnren,  the  two  most 
relied  upon  and  deemed  most  ^tent  in  the  south,  are  —  that  yoa  are  a 
federalist  and  an  abditionisL"  J.  I^ns  to  Oen.  Hanison.  Nilee,  LYIII, 
p.  247. 

*Goodell,  Slarerr  and  Anti-Slavery,  p.  471. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

TTLER'S  ADMlNiSTBATlOIf. 

The  eix  moQtlu*  jabUee  with  which  the  whigs  had  oele- 
brsted  the  promised  redemptioo  of  ttie  atate  io  advaoce,'  wu 
bronght  to  a  worthy  close  by  the  inangnration  of  Harrison.* 
Yet  a  glimpee  behind  the  cnrtaio  ehowed  thAt,&ic>in  the  mo- 
meat  oE  victory,  tlie  roay  light  be^n  to  tani  into  the  deeper 
tiDta  vhicli  announce  to  the  ecauiaa  the  coming  of  a  aliarp 
^viod  DD  the  morrow.  Many  thtogs  suj^gMted  the  lear  that 
the  icy  nortli-caet  wind  which  blew  dnriog  the  feetiTities  of 
the  inangnration,  was  an  enl  omeo. 

The  chiefs  of  departments  were  ioEtructed,  in  the  name  of 
Ibe  president,  through  a  circular  written  by  Webvtert  wh<>, 
as  aecretary  of  state,  stood  at  the  bead  of  the  cabinet,  to  io- 
Form  their  aabordinatcs,  that,  henceforth,  any  abase  of  their 
>t|£cial  positions  for  purposea  of  p»olitical  agitation  woold  bo 
considered  a  caneo  for  di£mi£eal.*  Harrison,  therefore, 
Beeraod  disposed  to  remember  the  promiaea  of  reform  made 
by  the  party  longer  than  did  Jackson  the  good  adricc  he  bad 


' "  U  ooo  ooold  inij«ine  a  wbole  nktttn  dMladng  a  bobdaj  Or  mmmd  <ri 
roUidciDif  tor  »  period  at  tix  at  cifbt  Buntlu.  nd  giriag  thenudfOi  vp 
dtxrinc  the  wboto  time  to  Uw  iriUnt  fnaki  of  foB  and  froln.  cuiag  BoUuBg 
Cor  buKiUM,  nagiogt  daadng,  and  cawiag  aigbt  nd  dij,  b*  wi^ 
hmMiMtatiitiiokiaD  ol  tbe  ubuurdnuuT  Meon  of  1640. "  N.  Saigent,^ 
Pub&o  ll«a  ud  Kranti,  11,  pp.  107. 108. 

""Ibo  iauic«atkon  o(  Willkia  Bearj  Huriaoo  aa  pcenfalenl  o(  Ui' 
Uaotad  StaMi  ww  eriebntad  with  daaioastixtkms  of  popoUrfedtng  aaaa^ 
upkd  liaM  thak  of  Waafainctw  b  1T89.    .    .    .    Hw  floop-d^Ma  < 
llai  dap  VM  dwwr>«iiahbj.    .    .    .    Oaaenl  Hafrina  wu  on  a  -iT~" 
loaUncwMMbona."    H«cn,  of  J.  Q.  A4«iia,  X.  p.09. 

•Haith90.1d41.    Nika.LX.n^&l,Sl 
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JTCn  Alonroe.    The  chftracter  of  the  president  was  such  &s 

»[o  permit  no  dotil>t  tliat  lie  honestly  entertained  tlie  desire 
to  lire  up  to  the  principles  expnssscil  in  tlio  circulnr.  .  But 
if  the  circular  sniiotinced  au  irrevocuble  rueolution,  and  if  he 
Temained  reidly  true  to  it,  lie  n-as,  to  say  the  least,  equal  to 
Jaokflon  in  iron  energy.    'NViiile  Jackion  bad  struggled  only 
with  hia  op[>ouents,  Harrison  would  have  tlius  be^in  as  hob 
n  oonte&t  with  his  own  adliereub*.     But  the  log  roUere  and 
tobfaylBts  did  Qot  allow  tlie  lenders  of  the  party  to  doubt,  foi 
n  siuglo  day,  that  to  them  '* change,"  in  and  of  itself,  meant 
the  reform  which  was  demanded  and  promised.     It  wiis  a« 
_  if  tliey  could  not  demonsirate  quickly  and  thorouglily  unough 
B  that  it  was  nut  the  personal  turpitude  of  the  democrats  which 
was  the  cause  of  the  evil,  but  tbnt  the  system  itself  waa  baaed 
OQ  a  wruug  principlii  and  Kuilcrcd  therefrom.     Seven  wcekn 
before  the  inauguration,  Jolin  Bell,  of  Tennesse«,  who  had 
■'been  ehoKii  tu  be  secretory  uf  war,  admitted  that  the  cry  for 
H-uffiee  convinced  liim  that  the  pnliticinnn  tliongKt  only  of 
W.  power  and  pluudcr.'    Clay,  tor  perfcoual  reasoue,  refused  to 
recotuinend  any  one  for  office,  but  said  that  even  U  there 
were  forty-eight  hours  to  tlie  day,  he  would  not  huve  hud 

»liinc  cnouph  to  give  attention  to  all  appllcRtions,'  Critten- 
den, the  dceigualcd  attorney -gen  oral,  did  not  Bee  the  matter 
in  fio  bod  a  liglit  —  probably  because  he  van  ready  to  admit 
that  many  hod  "jnet  ekiuis."*     Ton  daye  lu  office,  however, 

' " I  am  gKvriKg  prt'tty  wit  wlrowly  at  lliiit  Uiinn  of  ttlBcM  in  my  own 
am,  vtA  the  incirMinn  Udi;  o(  H|>i)licution  from  new  quaiten  Umt  duly 
baato  Ofcaisst  my  eam,  ipvei  me  ipaaini.  In  truth,  I  begin  to  £e&r  that  w« 
tt*  at  Iwt,  <«  nih^r  tbat  our  leadingr  politicitiTis  ore  in  tho  HT«fal  etotce, 
duL^flj  nrayrd  Ijy  the  thirst  for  power  and  plundi^r.  Would  yoatbinlctliat 
Senator  Tolmndgc  m  vrUlitiff  ta  dcaocnd  bom  the  «c!nAtd  to  tho  Sttw  York 
fattom-boose?  I'hit  is  y«t  a  •eoret,  but  it  in  tniet"  J.  Bell  to  (lor. 
LeUber,  Wasbbintan,  Jan.  13,  IMl.  Colonian,  t^lA  of  J.  J.  Cnttradiii. 
I.  p.  196. 

'day  to  Ft.  Brookp.  Ceb,  5,  1B41:  Priv.  Corresp..  p.  451. 

' "  I  begin  alnad;  to  purociva  that  ev«o  bo  wbo  ha«  pcver  to  ditpOM) «{ 
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eufficcd  to  wring  from  him  Uie  oonfueaiun  tliat  tUc  huDgT}' 
6warm  could  be  iKitieiicd  ou\y  Lv  &  mirucle.'  The  crowd  of 
polilicul  bcj^^un  was  eo  wild  that  the/  wore  charged  witli 
caiisiti;^  tlie  deatJi  of  the  presi^leiit* 

Tbeix-fun:,  bcfurv  ihe  wbtgs  ootdd  bcgiu  to  curry  out  tJicir 
programme,  tbej  had  c«a^«d,  in  respect  to  oae  of  il£  looet 
eeaeutiul  poiDte,  to  form  a  compact  parly.  Aud  this  W)u 
not  tite  only  point  at  which  their  internal  diseolatioa  began, 
before  a  pntnk  of  f&tc,  by  an  anexjiccted  oreut,  guvo  mi 
external  iinpntee   thereto. 

CIny  bud  not  imt  in  a  pouting-place  diiriof;  tlie  electoral 
campaign.  He  had,  however,  by  no  means,  gotten  over  the 
niorliticationhehadendared.  The  imputation  that  Iio  would 
enter  tlie  cabinet  of  hie  more  fortunate  but  nnt^nal  rival,  lit; 
unconditionally  rej>e]led.  Harrison  approached  him  with  it 
fi7«at  deal  of  tact,  but  yet  with  a  certain  reserve  whidi  !».■- 
trayed  an  uncomfortable  duuU,  bordering  ou  dlftlruBt,  a»  bi 
the  attitude  which  the  man  who  had  been  so  many  yeara  tlit^ 
head  of  the  party  woidd  a»Kumc  towards  him.'    Clay  look 

bU  the  «fioM,  is  only  Ria<i«  U>  fe«l  more  aenfiibilr  tka  porertjr  of  bis  tM*M 
tondsfyUifljiiitdaiiiiiotbufrieiid*.  Allliaogli.  ai)tet,itdo«a  octmeai 
to  me  that  tmj  cxtnordinair  avidity  lor  o9oe  hai  beea  diactoaed,  yat  I 
miut  coaftXB  thai  Ihc  ntimbcr  cf  olaiiuBala  brmvpoMn  mj  expectalian." 
CriUratkn  to  (.im-.  LcIcImi.  Jan.  2a.  1841;  Colemui,  I.e.  I.  p.  140l 

■ "  We  miv  UAonng  alon^ aod  eodeaTOtinff  tokeepthe  p«Me  amoay  Ui* 
cffio»-«Mkm;  but  notbins  Icn  than  a  minde  oo<ild  so  mnltiply  oar  oCon 
and  fitaoiiage  a*  to  eiiablfl  lu  to  feed  tha  tmogt;  crowd  that  ai«  immmI 
apOD  oi."  Crittcndtra  to  Oot.  Lotcber.  Matdi  U.  1841;  Colunan.  t, 
p.  149. 

*  Sargcat,  Public  U«n  and  Ereots,  U,  p.  121,  meolioiia  Ibb  cbaifpi.  aail 
vitb  eomical  gra^lf  prates  ila  giouBdlaameM.  VFooUxuy  vud  ■&  iht 
wmaia  ia  Jubg,  ItUl :  "  ILcy  (Iho  randol  bordaa  of  officc-seduml  m  nrf 
fCMnted  at  more  vonuaotis  foe  oCBce  Uian  the  tooet  fnmiibed  harpia,  aad 
lo  ban  l>clpcd  dtalny  already  ooe  preeideat,  and.  if  not  inada  e(  vm. 
viUenibtU«rtheUfsol  biBHooeawr."    WooJb.'*  WnL.  I,  p.  123. 

■  In  a  lottnr  of  tba  :Mh  oC  Hovenber,  1S40,  IlkfnMui  toanv  it  to  Clay  b> 
decide  wbether  tlwy  would  not  io  ImmI  lo  txtituige  views  tbroagk  (^  ne- 
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id  that  was  tendered  him,  with  an  equal  degree  uf 
Hu  assiii'ed  Ilarriiiun  uf  liii:  lioiiBSt  support,  aiid 
promised,  alwa}r8  to  let  him  know  first  wltat  atlittidc  bu 
B  thought  of  a^^nming  on  i  mportaut  questions.    But  lie  warned 
hitu^at  the  same  time,  against  leiulinghiiiear  totlte  inlngucrii 
who  were  already  eudeavoriug  to  force  thom  apart,  uml  who 
would,  in    the  future,  striro  still  hiuxler  to  iiiceime  them 
agaitiiit  each  other. 
_      There  was  good  reason  for  the  waraiog.    In  a  letter  tu 
^the  president.of  the  I5th  of  March,  1841,  Clay  complained, 
in  a  biUer  and  angry  tone,  that  the  latter  lind.  a  fo-w  days  be- 
fore, imimuted  to  him  that  people  were  afraid  that  lie  l,Clay) 
wanted  to  play  the  part  of  mentor  to  tlie  new  administration.' 
HarriMn,  on  the  contrary,  as  Sargent  relate*,  requested  Clay 
lo  avoid  ri-tM|nent  interviews  with  him,  and  rather  to  deal 
witli  Lira  in  writing." 

relay  was  wrong  in  attributing  his  differences  with  the 
preftident  entirely  to  tale-bearers,  busy  as  these,  in  all  proba- 
bility, were.  Little  as  Harrison  was  free  from  oi-or-eati mating 
himself,  he  snllicicntly  appreciated  Clay'?  intellectnal  enpe- 
riority,  and  the  advantage  which  cxpcricDCO  and  his  wcll- 
eamod  position  In  tlie  party  gave  him,  not  to  be  able  to 
divest  him>iclf  of  the  fear  tliat  the  ambitious  nml  hot-blooded 

»Kcntnclcian  would  feel  tempted  to  make  him  play  ttte  part 
oE  a  figurant.  That  Clay  coald  not  and  would  not  entirely 
forget  hta  own  personality,  in  the  interetit  of  the  country  or 
of  party,  he  hnd  shown  by  his  refusal  to  enter  the  adnunia* 

»tnition.  And  if  he.  notwithstanding,  remniucd  in  the  senate, 
bo  certainly  did  not  think  of  eurrendcring  the  Icadcj^iip 

diatioa  of  a  tnutaa]  friend,  linoe  thmr  "  pensonol  meeting  might  gin  n»f 
ti>  tpecukuJotif,  on)  wax  joaloosies,  wUcb  it  isiglifc  be  well  to  aToid." 
Da7.  PHt.  CiHTCapL.  p.  US. 

'  CUj,  PhY.  Comap.,  pp.  452,  455. 

■  PnUio  Men  and  EvenU,  tl,  p.  116. 
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tlivr^.  ThU  vtw6  all  the  leu  to  1w  expocted  as  liU  on)  v  equal 
rival  iiou'  liuld  the  lielm.  PuMie  opinion  was  Gertaiiiljr  cqt- 
rect  in  tlie  conviction  tlmt  Clay  imd  Webster  would  very 
L'lijrerly  strive  for  the  prwsidt'ncy,  now  iis  well  as  before.  And 
bctwooD  tliPin  stood  the  fortunate  pos«i!8«i)r  willi  thu  Mjcrol, 
gnawing  feeling  thai  lie  wiu  indebted  fur  UU  CriuuipU  over 
the  two  '*giani8  "  to  his  Immilcss  iiie«liiM;rity.*  Tliis  wLoa- 
tion  W.1S  creiitifd  hy  llie  Harriaburfi;  (xinvenlion,  and  it  nooas* 
sarity  involved  strife,  or  at  lea^t  a  quiet  but  ntnie^t  under- 
Immi  game  ot  cbeHs.  Kow,  Ola,T*«  greatest  weakness  in 
political  tactics  n'as  ulways  that  he  did  not  know  how  lo 
hold  himself  back,  when  it  was  his  dnty  to  do  eo.  "Wlij 
should  ho  now  Irnve  leli  the  BvM  entirely,  froiu  the  fint,  to 
iJie  nllivd  ujipununta  ?'  Even  if  cidtn  deliberation  slienld 
have  made  him  doubtful  whether  euch  wan  uoi,  alwr  all, 
the  wisest  couree,  hiB  tein|ierament  would  nevet  Imve  al- 
lowed the  tlioMglit  to  )>e  acted  on.  Tlie  niotiient  lie  taxrame 
cerUiin  tlmt  ilio  next  four  years  beluitgwl  1«  tJit  whig*,  hi» 
tviupeninient  niialod  biui  to  proclaim,  with  impnideot 
wurinth  and  oETeiistve  hlnntnee«,  vrliat  a  olean  sweep  vrms  to 
he  ni:ule,  and  tbal  he  intended  to  handle  the  bruum  himaelt 
"Clay  crows  too  much  over  a  fallen  foe"  writes  AdainaJn 
liiii  diary.'  On  tlie  1-kli  of  DecKUiber,  1840,  lie  moved  th»t 
the  kiw  (elatini;  to  the  independ«Qt  treasury  (thunld  bo  aboU 
ishud  ""  iininodiatoly.'* '  Tliat  this  eungreu  would  not  acctide 

'AcoonllDg-  to  Sortrent,  It.  p.  114.  Honiaon  bttnuloil  to  oKer  DopUoc 
in  hill  cuUiikoL  tA  Wabi<«r,  ntUx  Oay  h«d  iltxlinul  hia  asW,  but  thmi  Uu 
hltrr  liiul  auuie  biia  cbaosi;  h'w  mintl.  Cliiy  i»l<o.  FViv.  Comvp.,  p.  44T. 
iatimattm  the  tvan,  bnt  d(W«  not  cl«4Tl]r  <urpK<«  it, 

'That  Claj  nonnrDoanoc^  that  bcinumil«l  locemainofilTariiortlfiw 
in  tbi^  Mtinti'.  b  nnt.  in  mj  opinion,  of  imiKirliUKfi.     ]!•!  oft«p  mmie  roth  . 
aavettioas  «iUti>at  oia.-Ulitnnr  himwlf  Ixiunil  b^  tbirtn  in  Miy  w«]r.    Ami  ^ 
if,  m  a  mntwr  ol  fttct.  h9  etioii  Tctir^d  ft>  pHviOii  lifo,  tbo  fact  pram  aotii-  - 
ing.  lioM  tlto  situftlioti  had  tlicn  •■ntiivljr  cb)uig«d. 

*  Ifem.  of  J.  Q.  Adutiu,  X.  |>.  .1^7, 

•Deb.  vt  Coogr.,  \SV,  p.  ISK 


I 
I 


idL 


TTLEB   AMD  KUXlBai. 


iU 


the  propoiu)],  there  vra.»  en  liltle  doubt,  that  it  wan  luokcd 
ipoii  oulv  as  a  tcornful  ery  i>f  viciury.  Cotisideriug  the 
llwenne  of  tnct  ami  the  evidence  of  bad  ta^t«  it  displayed, 
It  might  have  been  dismissed  with  a  ehrag  of  tlie  ^honlden. 
But  Cluy  f{ruiiti(U*d  liis  pr:itM>sitinti  on  the  claim,  that  the 
|>eople  lijwl  (Itvliirvd,  in  iht!  ftewtidu,  by  an  imnieiiiK!  ma- 
jority, against  the  indapeiidetit  treasury.'  Calhoun  entered 
hif  most  eiier^tic  prote!*t  against  this  mode  of  arj^iimeut  to 
which  the  W'liigs  had  fidty  comiiiittcd  thumsutves,  and 
against  which  they  had  fiercely  fonght.  during  JacVson'e  ad- 
liniBtrntion.*  A*  if  because  the  whigg  were  now  in  com- 
liand,  the  whirl]xiotft  in  the  eea  of  public  nffalrs  had  grown 
violent  or  its  rocks  had  l)ccome  less  dangerous.  The 
IttterprotiLtion  to  put  on  Olay's  cuuntc  wiu  lliat,  so  far  as  It 
pdopended  on  him.  moderatioa  and  eelf-control  vere  iiot  to  be 
lexpectod  froni  the  next  coagrme.  So  ^  as  Harrison  wait 
true  to  hilt  promise  to  he  the  president  not  of  a  partj-  but  of 
the  nation^  the  inevitablen'Uftii  of  a  ronflict  hctux-cn  the  uSicin] 
and  the  actnal  head  of  the  whigs  was  a  foregone  oonclueioni 
and  this  irrespective  of  personal  relations. 

What  attitude  tlie  jit-oplc  would  u^siimc  in  snch  a  conflict 
coald  not  he  accurately  told  id  adrance,  for  the  people,  in 


1  *'  .  .  .  but  on  one  point  it  m*  ivpcMtUo  tfacce  «ouU  b«  diremlr 
of  opioion.  father  here  or  clsinvlicre,  and  that  is.  that  Una  nnUon,  bj*  one 
of  the  moat  tremenctoo*  m^jontio«  evtir  gm^  in  onr  nation*!  annnb,  what- 
tmr  dae  it  Qi&y  hare  diicidcd.  has  decided  ngaiiut  Uiii  fub-trcaaai? 
■waMin."   1.  c 

'"The  dnUoD  decided  nothing  but  that  Qffneml  Oinisoii  should  be 
•laetad  psendent  for  tho  next  ti^nD;  and  he  entered  ha  nlemn  protest 
a|[«taft  Ui«  ottontpt  ta  make  on;  oth«i  inferonoe  the  boN*  of  our  oiSciul 
ttiSoa;  Bad,  in  duiii^r  k>.  he  bat  took  the  gioiud  taken  by  the  aeniUor 
(ClljrJSBd  tfaoK  *.-ith  whom  he  ac(«d.  whvn  it  ma  attMipted  tooonilru 
ia  a  nmilax  manni-T  i\  (ormor  olocldon  to  bum  dtodcd  againtt  ttie  nnuiwal 
t>f  the  charter  of  tho  UnihHl  Slate*  bank,  uml  in  favor  uf  ri>Ttain  mpanint 
toirhiGh  be  wMOppoani-  BmwgunlcNl cv^ty  tUhMupt  ut  mch  inlcrenet 
[to  be dangeroiu  and  unonitilDticmB]."    Ibid.  p.  ISl- 
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tact,  had  only  decided  that  there  should  be  a  chnnge,  and 
had  effected  Ute  cliango,  in  accordance  with  the  dictaten  of 
tiie  politicians,  nudcr  tlic  ie^»  of  Harri»on.*  ITarTiMn'D 
death,  after  a  short  Ulneaa,  and  precieelj  one  roonUi  after  his 
inniigiirHlinn,  therefore, niade,8t  bottom,  no  difference  in  the 
real  decision  of  the  people^  Spite  of  this,  his  dt-atli  made  a 
very  deep  impression  thronghoiit  the  entire  ooontry,  one  oni 
of  all  [iroiHirtion  to  the  estimutioa  in  which  he  -was  [tcrson- 
a]ly  held.  No  president  bad  ever  before  died  in  office. 
Hence  the  provisions  of  the  oonstitntion  which,  in  ench  case, 
transferred  tlio  functions  of  the  president  to  the  rice-presi- 
dent, were  subjected  to  a  practical  teat,  for  the  first  time. 
From  the  most  various  qnartera  people  haatened  to  gay  how 
completely  tltojr  hod  lost  aight  of  the  poRsilnlity  of  tmcli  a 
contingency.*  No  out:  qtiestionud  the  fact,  bat  the  fact  wae 
no  cxcuM.  Yet,  of  itnclf,  it  doee  oot  suffice  to  e.\pIuio  the 
iuteuso  excitement  with  which  both  parties  looked  into  the 
near  future.  This  focliog  can  bo  aocouotod  for  onl/  by  the 
pecaliaritice  of  the  man  ou  whom  fortune  now  bestowed  the 
doobtfol  faror  of  nnexpected  pre^rment. 

Ibe  ma$3<^  might,  in  great  part,  na  Koanody  clainu,  bare 
fonnd  a  sati&fitctory  proof  that  Tyler  waa  a  genuine  whig  in 
the  fact  that  he  was  a  m^nbcr  of  the  Uarriebarg  coQTeo- 
tioD,  and  was  nominated  by  it  The  poiiticians  were  better 
inforiued.  When  they  afterwards  acted  as  if  they  consid- 
ered it  self-evident  thatT^ler  would  zealotuly  cooperato  in 


*  Sars^nt,  the  rigid  whig,  smI  »  feUotr-acUir,  as  a  dreaded  pobUeisl. 
undei  Ui«  iM-uiioofm of  OiiwrOldKhool,  vnlei:  "  Gtncral  HaEdno  ww 
bat  the  fieute-beaiL  .  .  .  Fswhad  em  faeaidot  him.  ...  As 
to  hia  fltaeu  tor  tha  pwridwy,  ihs  people  knew  aotluiig  and  Qw«d 
BOlhbc.  A  cfaanse  ia  Um  s^TODHMot  vn*  what  tbcj  deun-d  and  wai< 
detwrtniaed  to  have."    Sargent,  L  c,  11.  p.  1 10. 

'Ucm.  of  J.  Q.  Aduu,  .X,  p.  457;  Kmnod;,  l>f«iice  of  the  Whigs; 
SlatoiQ.'s  Man.,  U,  p.  1522;  the  "Bkhmond  Whig." KiW,  LXI,  p.  232; 
B  \r.  L^igfa.  UmL,  p.  233,  cte. 
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■ryiog  oat  tho  strict  whig  programme,  they  boldly  de- 
cei%-<yi  the  masses,  who  did  uot  know  what  was  done  hefore 
the  oouvention  or  daring  it,  behind  the  scenes.  There  is  no 
lack  of  doeamcntary  evidence  to  prove  how  perfectly  well 
tho  initiated  knew  that,  with  Tjler,  the  execntive  power  had 
wme  into  tlie  poseefieion  o!  the  minority  oE  the  whig- 
tinctnred  democratic  opposition,  whose  nlltaDce  wne  paid  for 
with  the  honorable  but  not  rery  important  position  of  the 
viee-preaidenoy.    From  the  very  tirat,  thpy  anxionsly  nsked 

icmselves  how  far  he  was  now  ready  to  act  as  tho  repre- 

tiitative  of  the  majority  of  the  ooalition. 

Adams,  who,  in  aU  groat  ccoiioioic  controversies,  waa  a 
decided,  whig,  expressed  hi«  conviction,  in  hia  diary,  on  the 

ry  day  of  ilarrisonV  death,  that  no  promotion  of  the  in- 
terests of  tlic  country  whs  to  ho  expected  from  Tylor.'  Cush- 
jng.  who  was  soon  one  o£  the  most  prominent  members  of 

lert  "corporal's  guard,"  was  very  res«rvcd,  tlic  following 
day,  on  tlie  probable  policy  of  the  new  administration.*  Dick- 
tnaotit  one  of  the  mtmt  inHiirntinl  Nrw  York  politicians, 
came  to  "W^bington  and  endcavyretl  to  nficertain  what  was 

'  "l^lcr  in  a  political  aecbirian,  erf  tli^  slave- drivintr.  Virginian,  JeSef 
■dwol,  pnaciplod  B^&inrt  all  improvtnnmt.  vitb  all  tho  inlembi 
It**^-***  uid  ncea  of  Mluvcry  nxAt^  in  Ins  moral  and  political  coiuti- 
J  irith  lal<^nta  not  abore  mMioerity,  and  a  Bpirit  incapablu  of  iTpan* 
'iiioa  la  the  ilitni*iu>iQn>  o(  the  station  upon  whicli  he  ba«  brm  cast  bjr  the 
hand  of  fioviiU'tiee,  vaaem  through  tho  uppunml  »||i!iicy  at  cbuiiRe." 
Mem.  of  J.  Q.  Adomt,  Apiil  4. 1311.  X,  p.  107.  Cu  tfae  0th  cf  Ai>n].  ha 
adds:  "81av«>7,  tanperanca,  land -jobbing,  biinfamptt?,  and  lundry  can- 
tmvenne*  vith  Gimt  Britaiu,  cotulitute  tlie  mAl''rid  for  tb«  huMty  of 
ibha  1^ler*B  adminiHtratio'n.  But  the  improviin<iit  of  the  cxmditian  of 
man  trill  fooii  no  part  of  hu  policy,  and  tlio  improvmnait  of  }a»  oounti; 
be  ao  alyoct  of  bia  toost  inTctaratc  aad  infli;sible  oppontion."    Ibid.. 
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*"  Ooofenlne  with  him  (Cnabuic]  on  Tarwua  pditicat  toiHOi.  T  found 
iiiin  donbling  vhat  vill  now  b«  tlte  prindplca  of  the  adminiatmtioa  euI»- 
ftitatod  foe  that  o(  Qcnerai  IlamMD,  and  vcrj  nacmi  in  the  exprowon 
ti  hia  own  opiaioni."    lUd.,  pL  458. 
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to  be  expaetediin  rcUtion  to  the  economic  qtinstions,  from 
tlie  preuttabt^*'  Claj  wrote  to  his  friend  Brooko  that  ho 
started  for  ^Va&hingtun  witli  great  hopes,  but  tliat  doDbts 
concerning'  the  attitude  of  the  exocntire  did  uot  allow  him 
to  be  free  fi'oin  fear.' 

Tyler  had  nit  yet  ^d  nothing  pabliL-ly  or  nfllciaUv  from 
vhich  any  conclosion  as  to  liifi  iDteotioos  could  be  drawn 
with  certainty.  What  he  had  said  wa«  so  studiedly  vn^c 
that  it  could  only  be  a»&unied,  either  that  lie  doidred  to  keep 
the  people  In  the  dark  concerning  bin  plans,  or  that  ho  had 
not  yet  conie  to  any  deciiiioo  aa  to  what  his  programnii' 
»iboald  be.  In  uiy  opinion,  both  assumptione  were  true,  bnt 
the  fhet  that  lie  had  not  decided  on  his  programme  was,  at 
flfst,  the  prGjiondeniliiig  ciiusa 

From  tho  very  first  sentences  of  the  addreu  wlijch  Tyler 
issned  to  the  people,  on  the  dth  of  April,  it  wag  plain  enoiif*h 
that  he,  uo  less  than  tlie  whigs,  contemplated  from  the  be- 
ginning tlie  proliability  of  a  conflict.*    But  at  what  dcfiniti^ 


"' .  .  .  Ue  [DkluDna]  muiilaitcd  gixMi  aiixiel^  to  knov  what  «Tn 
thd  int«ntion>  and  the  expectationa  <d  the  adminifltntion  witb  rqunl  to  t, 
national  bank,  a  taAif,  and  the  dikributioa  aausg  tha  atatee  of  Uia  pn* 
cMdsof  thoiniblM:  luiiU.  Itoldhim  1  knew DOthinf  more iipan  IfaeKiotf 
Jucta.tliiui  was  to  bcRntbcndfromtbo  twwtpiipcn."  Apiil  l&ilfiiL,  p.  ifil. 

* "  I  repnir  ia  my  piwt  in  Uie  >enaM  wbli  stronff  bopu.  not,  however, 
anmixed  with  lean.  If  tho  executivo  will  contially  coSpnste  in  ttnjiag 
out  tho  whic  mciwm'vi,  ull  will  be  wull.  OUierwi«i  everjUitng  is  at  hat- 
ari"  May  14.  liMI.  CUy.  I'riv.  Corresp.,  p.  41H.  Henee.  what  Cl«j 
add  in  his  rpucch  <m  tlK  finl  t>aak-v«to  wtu*  Ktmplf  uut  trae;  "  It  [the 
oddiCM  of  Uie  9tlt  Ol  April)  waa  empbaticall)'  a  wtig  addim,  fttxa  b»- 
guuting  to  end:  orrry  inch  of  it  wu  whi|r,  and  waa  paUutic.  .  .  . 
Bntf*rtaininff  this  cpinion  ot  thv  addnu.  I  came  fa  Wubinatmi,  at- 
Uto  winTTi«<iiocni«il  of  th«  MHoon.  with  the  moat  ooafldent  and  bodyial  - 
hope*  that  ibe  vhiga  wmild  be  Me  lo  carry  all  tbi>ir  pronuneat  raeaaBBk 
and  Mpedally  a  bank  of  ttie  United  Statt*.  by  fA*^  that  on^  of  th»  cnatat 
imniBdiato  importance.  I  anticipated  ootbiss-  but  oonUal  ooffperatiea  W> 
tw—  the  two  dcpaitiaeata  of  Boverament"    Sp.,  11.  pp.  40>l.  4M. 

*"The  tpirit  of  factioa  which  iidir«ctly  oppoaed  to  theapintof  al 
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>mt  he  expected  the  conflict  to  break  out  was  not  ap]>jircnt 
^from  the  amooLii  generalities  of  the  n4drcs3.  It  is,  indeed. 
Itrue  thfit  the  ©yee  of  both  parties  remaiaed  involnntarily 
fasteoed  oil  the  passage  which  trentecl  of  '*  the  rcstomtion  of 
a  wuiid  circiilatinj;  medium."'  But  both  psrttCi  foand  in 
their  com  prehension  of  it,  euflicicnt  support  for  the  inter- 
pretation which  united  tlicin  best.  That  there  vers  demo- 
crats afterwards  wlio,  in  hear^  agreemeot  with  the  whigs, 
cUimed  that  it  was  tmderetood  as  an  unconditionnl  cngnge- 
ment  to  follow  a  pur«>ly  whig  policy,  and  that  it  conld  not 
liare  been  understood  in  any  other  way,'  was  a  EubEcqnmt 
dtatortioa  of  the  fncta,  with  a  purpose.     Iho  democrats 

pabriotiim.  may  find  in  this  [ihai  he  was  the  tnt  vioe-iin^Mid^Rt  vba  had 
attained  Id  the  pcofiidmcj]  occaxion  for  nwanUs  upon  my  adnunistmtiOD. 
And  in  luceoMling,  und^r  ctrcunutancei  to  audden  nod  oneiqiecteirl.  and  to 
Kfponaibilitua  bo  greallj  angioonted.  to  tfafl  admiiiifltiation  of  public 
albin.  I  >Un11  pliwv-  in  tlio  inlt'llidfnci'  antl  pntriotii^ni  of  the  pTOple  tnf 
valjiortHiimci'."    Slato«m.'H  Miin..  11.  p.  I¥J7. 

'  "I  •hall  pcOinpUy  (fire  my  narirtiicm  (o  any  conntitutional  measnm 
whicli,  oripinalinK  in  tongioa,  aliall  hare  for  ita  olg«rt  the  ivrtaration  cf  a 
wond  arciilating  incdiaiB.  ...  In  dmidiiiK  upon  Uii^  adaptutioo  oC 
any  web  measni^  to  the  rod  pmpowd.  aa  well  aa  it*  ranfonnity  ta  Uie  oon- 
■titut)»n,  I  *fa^l  rntoti  to  th«  &Uli<m«f  tba  gT«al  tcpubliotii  edtool  for 
•drae  and  tiwtnjcCion,  to  Ix)  ilntwn  fropi  tht^jr  Hifp'  vicwi  of  oor  syiteia  of 
govcntmrnt,  and  th«  lifcht  of  tbcir  nrer  frtonotu  oxamplc.''  Stat<SRL'i 
Mao-  II.  p.  1:B9. 

■  "TVf  condudinft  part  of  thk  para^mph,  in  which  Ih?  new  prcttdftnt 
dedana  that,  in  1ookia(c  to  tli«  ccnHtitalionnlity  and  cipediency  of  a  na- 
tuaal  bank,  he  should  look  for  advice  and  iniitjuctjon  to  Iha  example  of 
the  blben  of  \ht  npablie,  ho  wm  iradontood  u  Aaeiiuiag  that  ha  would 
not  be  sotctiimI  by  his  own  foriniTr  optniooa  against  a  national  bank,  but 
bf  the  examrln  of  WBihtngtAn,  a  ■igrm'  of  the  OHutitation  (nrbo  aignftl 
tfae  chniter  of  tlie  first  nationfi]  bank);  and  by  the  example  of  Mr.  Madi- 
lon,  asotfaer  Ei^rntrr  of  the  eomtitiition,  who,  yiolduiy  to  pncedent  and  tlie 
aalbority  of  judicial  detiaioni.  bad  mgaai  tho  cbart^r  for  the  tecond  lank, 
BotwirhitaDdinK  bii  eiuly  ooiutitutionai  olijeotions  to  iL"  Bailan,  Thirty 
Vi!iub'  Vinr.  11,  p.  '213.  It  will  not  e«c^ia  the  reader  that  Benton  pnU 
TyWf  dedarations  in  an  cubintj  ditTcroiit  light  by  Bubatitutinif  "tlic 
btbenof  Ibe  repabtic"  for  "tlie  ftXhmat  Lbe  tcivat  republican  Bchool." 
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wliich  Tyler  had  done  them;  bat 


rejoiceii  over  the  services 
when  the/  were  called  upon  to  give  proofs  of  their  grati- 
tude for  tlie  same,  ttwre  were  niiiiiy  of  them  who  did  not 
nt  all  care  to  purge  him  fi-om  t!ifl  ropponch  of  boing  a 
traitor.' 

On  tlie  31et  of  May,  the  extrnordinary  aoeaion  of  congrc** 
t-alled  by  Harrison  conveneil.  The  messa^  of  the  president 
went  one  step  farther  than  the  nddres?,  but  it,  tno,  was  very 
far  from  clearly  stating  his  position.  The  hopes  of  the  dem- 
ocrats were  raised  hy  the  formal  declaration  that  Jackson's 
and  Van  IJiiren's  bank  policy,  »o  far  as  it  was  a  negative  one, 
liad  nniloiibtrdly  I»een  appmve^l  by  the  people.  But,  spite 
of  thia  udiiiii^ion,  it  wiu^  possible  to  pnt  any  meaning  one 
wished  on  the  message.  An  equal  numberof  aye«  and  nays 
were  placed  in  the  box,  thon:)iiglily  mingled  and  thrown  on 
tbe  table  in  a  motley  pile,  to  be  freely  cliosen  from.     Everv 

'  Adiuns  ny*  ••  ' '  Tho  (cm]  Vt«r«cn  the  prefitlciit  and  thu  two  hoiues  oi 
fffinflrmu.  fcslcriHgcvcrgincflttBpcdii!  proridcnce  placed  JohiiT>'lcrIiithe 
piwidenlial eh»ir."  Him.of  J.  Q.Ailaim,  X.  p.  Wl,  6otU,o(TiiBuiia.iii- 
jeedt  iclntes  nil  kiads  of  Utiiiga  coucemuig  vnry  deSniie  pnaiisee  oC  Tjia  iu 
regBTtllolhelMinkqueatioD.   He  tells  how.  on  tijenightoftfasSdof  ManJi, 
they  knd.  u  bcd-fellovi,  a  loog  conrcnntion  ou  |x>IiticAl  nltJa^  in  «liici\_ 
1'ylfTdedtticdlhat  If  tbQpaau^ofaUuikbiU.&luiuUldqwiwtoaIusmlft^^ 
would  bo  found  ftt  the  buigrhb  ot  a  pBprCTColatiT»<<  Ibo  aatkia  and  aMril^y_ 
thi)  vieira  kc  bad  fouplil  for  »•  tho  rcprawntativc  of  VitginiK.    Ill*  t^]^ 
Itmident,  he  ntd,  had  repeated  tfaii  dedantdon  l£e  foHowiag  iay  m  IvT^ 
cuoa of  Mvect)  ^ciiUemea.    Bat  itriionlil  n?t.  u>(arg'olt^-n  thu  B>rtta  .^- 


iiot  only  one  ul  die  nicttt  c:.i.i^'d  vb:?*.  I 
rOTtJationi  he  was  a  bitMr  penonol  eonay  < 
nama  any  of  then  tevtud  gtntiemt^  !' 
'ty}tr  bod  ezpramd  the  boi>«  Ibal  b- 
tion»  tobaTC  to  ea»t  bis  V0I4  on  aImik  r 
tobiakbdoce  theie  senlkoWD:  "Bon't  \ 
•uktjcct. ' '  It  appear*  from  thit  gtalnraiitl  11 . 
fiift  bj  no  innuia  bur  at  l^ler,  and 
loria^d  any  em  eeaolaLMn  n« 
polled  liim  lo  oome  to  a 
"Whyi.'MayB. 
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erperiment  liitlierto  made,  said  tliQ  president,  hnd  boon  pofisod 
Pti,  one  oiler  llie  other,  hy  the  people,  and  tlie  last  election 
gave  DO  cino  to  whnt  t!ie  people  now  desired.    Ho  would 
leave  the  entire  matter  to  congress,  and  reserx'e  to  himsolf 
only  tlia  privilege  of  rejecting  llie  decisions  of  oongreH  on 
^^Oonetilutional  jjronndB,  or  gronndaof  cspodiency.' 
^B   Only  ttiU  mncl)  could  be  staid  with  certainty,  tlint  tbe  pros- 
^■dent,  tike  the  wliig«,  wished  the  repeal  of  Llie  law  relating 
^Ro   Uie   indepondont  trcasnry,  and  that  ho  considered  the 
^■natfon  oC  an  inetitution  on  which  should  be  devolved  cer- 
tain fnnctions  which  had  belonged  to  the  duties  of  the  former 
^patioual  hank,  necessary.     The  whigs,  however,  wcro  enti- 
BWed  to  asgome  tJmt  Tyler  vras  prepared  to  leave  tlie  character 
of  this  latter  inetitiition  pretty  nearly  like  that  of  a  natioual 
bank.     One  eonid  not  bnt  etippose  that  tlie  preeident  and 
Mcretary  of  tlie  trensiiry  would  act  in  nnison  on  tliEs  im- 

►rtant  question,  and  Ewiiig's  report  of  the  second  of  June, 
11,  expresfily  adrocated  a  bank*    At  tlie  close,  Ewing, 

' "  Ttnui  in  the  aliort  pencil  of  «isht  y«iLn,  the  popular  roioe  mttf  bo 
Jed  lu  Imvinff  luccesaively  oondemnDd  each  of  tfac  tbnw  nchcmcs  of 
ooe  to  which  [  hfiV9  idv^rted.    .  .   .    Whatianow  tobetRgarded  w  tha 
"JiKlrBaeut  of  tbo  Atuoncan  )ieapk  oathU  wfaotoeubject,  1  bavo  ao MCuraU 
nwana  of  dFtiTminin^  but  byiippi.-nljtii{  tothoircnoreimiuediaterepn^Gut* 
NtJTM.    The  latA  ooDtMt,  which  terminated  in  tlio  pl<?ction  of  0«nein]  Unr-. 
nan  tothspteaiKka^,  inudoc»l«doapriDd|>loa  well  ksoini  iuidop<;aly 
declared;  and  while  the  eub-tretuntyrcctfivixl  in  thsrwultU»  meat  deoidad 
eoQffaniiMUion.  yei  no  other  Klwnie  of  Gaiiauo  Hetaed  to  bate  been  ooo- 
camd  in.    To  you,  then,  who  liave  come  more  directl;  from  tiie  body  at 
oar  omimioa  oonBtHaftnta,  I  fubmit  tho  ratire'  qnntdon,  u  bc«t  quAlifiod  to 
KiTsaAiUexpaaitionof  thciiwittliBsandopiiuaiu.    I  shall  be  ready  toooo- 
oor  with  yoa  in  Um  odoptjon  of  such  a  sj-item  (u  yoii  may  propoie,  teaen- 
mg  to  mjrwU  the  ultinuU;  powcT  of  rc^joctin^  any  niiMsara  wfaidl  maj,  in 
myTiewof  it,  oonllicb  with  tlutcuiutitutjon,  or  otherwise  jeopard  the  prOf 
f«rt^  ol  the  countjy  —a  powiy  wliicb  1  could  not  part  with  cvco  if  I  would, 
but  whi<Ji  I  will  uot  bcliera  any  act  of  youn  w^  call  bto  nquiaition." 
■  Han.,  lI,pp.]S4&,13«6. 

eiperieaoe  has  demnnBtrated  the  superior  atili^  of  a  baiik 
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howewr,  flu^gc«t«d  that  it  was  neoeswry  to  take  the  oM 
conetitiitional  misrgivings,  and  tlie  queation  of  the  erpe- 
dtcncj  of  (be  institution,  into  oonsideratioa,  if  tlie  end  vm 
to  be  attained.' 

Had  the  wUigK  onl  v  tite  tnatarial  intereets  of  tlie  coiuatry  in 
view,  and  had  thcv  been  cni>able  of  sober  dclihcraLioa,  they 
ootild  not  t>nt  hare  taken  this  warning  intimation  to  bsart. 
Eveo  if  the  proBident  were  morally  bound  to  enpport  their 
poh'cy  to  tlie  extent  which  they  claimed,  it  vould  have  been 
totlieir  best  iutereat  to  have  made  it  as  easy  for  liim  as  poe* 
aiblc  to  do  so.  Even  if  Tyler  had  been  a  second  Washing- 
ton, it  wonid  have  co^t  him  a  liard  6tnigg1e  to  act,  as  pred- 
dent,  directly  in  oppoBition  to  tlio  viovre  vhicli  he  bad  bat* 
tied  for,  for  years,  in  congreea.  But  the  demeanor  of  the 
leading  whiga  by  no  means  e\'inced  any  anxioua  desire  to 
meet  him  half  wny  and  to  facilitate  the  fuitber  derelopmeni 
of  his  met&inor|>hoaie  out  of  a  radical  democrat  into  a  pnv 
sentahle  whig.  Even  the  noosual  manner  in  which  Clay 
announced  to  congress  what  hift  task  for  the  aesaion  wai, 
awakened  the  easpioion  that  he  oonsidcroft  himaelf  tlio  right' 
fill  possc68or  of  the  supreme  command.'  This  suspicion  wsa 
not  wE>aliened  by  the  report  whicli  he  now  madoa^  cliairman 


I 


anutitatcd  uiil  nilopM  by  cuMgnm  «  a  fiscal  ■cenk  -  ■  .  lo  whatoffr 
puint  of  liubt  the  itQi)ertiH»«d  in  ah\e  to  vIbv  tim  maia^f^  b«  »  irnMntiblj 
l9d  to  the  ocBoluiOD  that  tneh  liwal  «g«at,  ao  framad  u  to  pB»eM  tiisa 
important  taadioca,  ia  alike  wmnHal  to  tha  wsala  of  tii«  tnanur  and  of 
the  (Yiainiunitr.  .  .  .  Tlte  uiM]«nisi»ed  baa  do  doubt  of  tho  power  of 
coo^n^  U)  cMota  *ueh  on  InstitottoD. "  NtiM,  L.X,  p.  '231.  KvincBbwUt 
phui  iM  printed  in  I>ob.  of  Gongr,,  XIV,  pp.  'Si,  207. 

* "  If  tuvb  ito  ixutitution  oui  b«  bu  vono^ivMl  iu  princtpk  ami  ifnanlKl  u 
its  (hrtaik  u  to  removi;  nil  *cruplM  touclung  tlw  quMbon  o(  cOQSlitnlioaal 
ptnnr,  wiJ  tbiu  nroid  the  ol^ectioiia  wtei£li  bare  boen  ttrged  agafiMithni 
beratnCoTD  created  bf  cormcieoB,  it  will,  in  tfaa  opuuon  of  ths  iiiMliii«||Wrt 
fsedooethahapiNGatieMlla."    Nik*,  I.  a. 

*3ce  hi*  "  prograBiBta-ieaolaliau '*  ol  JudbT.  Dab.  ol  Coocr.,  Jl17, 
pp.  291.  2M. 
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of  tbe  senate  committee  od  the  bank  qnestion.  TIic  com- 
mittee declared  all  furtbcr  iliscuMion  on  tlm  conatitntkmiili^ 
t«r  exjjodiency  of  a  bank  to  be  superfiaoiis,  and  tliie  uot  only 
becanse  alt  that  could  be  said  on  tlie  subject  lutd  been  ^aid 
already,  many  n  time,  but  also  because  it  was  onquostiona- 
ble  that  n  great  majority  of  tlie  people  answered  botlt  ques- 
tions in  tlie  afBnnative.'  In  accunlance  witb  the  known 
u'i>ihe8  of  tlie  president,  he  chose  "Wai^hingtou  as  tlie  scat  of 
tbe  bank.  On  the  mncli  more  impoi-tint  question  of  the  right 
of  the  bank  U>  establish  brancli  bauks,  the  committee,  on  the 
other  hand,  dcclan^d  it  to  be  irrecunciUble  with  its  duty  to 
make  the  establishmcut  of  6ucli  bank?,  accordin^^  to  the  prop- 
ofiitioD  of  the  ftccrctary  of  the  treasury,  dependent  oa  tlte 
conMDt  of  the  several  states. 

The  preaident  and  tlic  committee  of  the  senate,  therefore, 
hul  very  diffvreiit  views  as  to  what  might  be  iufci-red  from 
tbe  preatdentiat  election  of  the  previous  year,  conccroiug  the 
attiniduof  Uiu  people  tuwaniti  the  bunk  queotion.  We  have 
already  seen,  from  theliistoryof  the  electoral  campaign,  that 
Tyler's  view  was  onqnestionably  the  correct  one.  It  sufBoes, 
therefore,  to  bring  forward  only  two  other  dlreci  wiiiicsses 
in  proof  of  this,  who  are  of  Importance  for  tlie  proper  nib- 
'Icrstamling  of  the  following  events.  Ewing  had,  in  Jnly, 
1S40,  declared  it  to  be  a  sliainulcss  and  absurd  piece  of  dem- 
ocTutic  trickery,  to  make  tlie  people  lieliore  tliat  there  was 
ijtie&tioD  of  the  bank  controversy  in  the  election.*     And 

■  **  On  both,  it  ia  tba  delibmit'!  canTictlon  oP  the  comniitlee  that  a  vast 
cnfjority  of  the  pAOple  of  the  t7nite<!  Stal«  concur;  anil  tbut  th«y  ore  now 
tooknig.  nilb  aoxiaa*  ■olidtude,  tn  tlie  deltbeiulioru  of  oonirm*,  aaHer 
Ui*  oMiSdeat  hofw  that  a  bonk  of  the  United  SUUm  wtU  be  ettabluhed  at 
tht  pmnit  eitnorJauuy  aeanoii  of  oouicrees,"    Kilca,  LX,  p.  25% 

•T.Ewu>gtoL.D.BaikOT.L«nea»t«r.  JalyW,  ISMOi  "My  Dearer: 
<)d  in;  return  Crom  Columbot  tbU  crt-ninir,  I  n^ccivi'd  jov  letter  infonu- 
iiif  me  that  it  waa  aaerted  at  a  iiulilic  inectini;  in  Wiuhinfitoii  ootuity. 
i4kt,)n  ftipMcbatPbila/lcIplUa,  I  had  tail)  the  trasgoestion  betv«entlu 
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Wise — like  Tj-ler,  a  political  hybrid  but  [^reponderanlly 
wliig — hiul,  in  Jununry,  ]&4i,  gtroti^^ty  iDvciglivd&gaiiutthe 
calltogof  cutigrv«»,  inextniordiiiary  sa>iuon,ai]cl  the  forcing  of 
the  bank  qaestion  prematurely,  that  ia,  hefure  tko  people  Liul 
taken  any  decided  pQsiiion  id  regnnl  to  it,  to  a  decision.* 

The  «iicce^  attending  the  bill  of  the  coniuiiltee  in  the  sea- 
ate  affui-ded  no  proof  of  the  ^'inimenee  ninjoiity  of  die  peo- 
ple** who,  it  w&i  alleged,  nrere  n-aiting  trjth  anxioiiB  impa- 
tieucc  for  the  establishment  of  a  bAok.  The  bill  in-as  poseed 
hy  a  vote  of  only  twetity*sjx  against  twenty-three,*  and  tuns 
senators  abstained  from  voting  becaase,  alt)iuiigli,Bpeaking 
geoerally,  tliey  wanted  n  Ijniik,  they  considered  the  consont 
of  the  states  neoes&aiy  to  the  eBtablishnieui  of  branch  bankn, 
while  two  other  senators  wonld  vote  for  the  bill  only  on  con- 
dition tliat  this  power  was  granted  to  the  bank  absolntcly.' 
In  the  honse  Reveral  whigs  voted  iigainBttliebill,  and  ProfBt, 
of  Indiana,  nssaree  iu  that  no  one  wu  lattsBed  with  iL* 

poitia  was  a  bonk  of  Uw  Uaited  Stated,  and  tliat  yaa,  bom  a  kiuiwleddi 
of  Che  leal  qaeatioa  and  of  ok,  had  eoatntdicted  Uw  anertko.  Ia  this, 
«f  ooone,  yoB  van  perfiectljr  eab.  I  mada  ao  mcb  itatentont,  but  tha 
nay  oontnur.  I  arcnred  tliat  tha  tni*  question  wai  and  ii  tlw 
or  ttttCBtioa  oC  tiu  ezecotne  power.  ...  I  nid  that  oar 
wan  nttitapUnE  to  make  the  question  of  a  bank  (he  iamo  between  tbft 
two  paittas.  I  Kpok«  of  tlie  impodeoae  aad  abnnUtj  <rf  iht  aMnnpt.  "nnl 
a  book  WKB  not,  and  n«T«r  had  h^ta,  contidcred  bf  U3  utftliiiig  tnon  tluu 
a  more  lUAltor  of  OMiTonioaoa^  a  useful  artide  of  fnraitara  ia  our 
ediSoe."    Niin,  LXl.  p.  ». 

* "  Sir.  1  yieJd  to  no  man  in  fdend^p  to  a  properiy  orgauned, 
locftted,  and  well  moaaged  natkaial  bajik.  And,  u  a  fn«Bd  to  Hut  mina- 
uie,  1  JDTngit  eqwdikUy  agtuiisb  uj^jiag  it  pmaatardjr.  and  ia  tho  xuutt 
of  pre«nn.  If  jou  jiren  it  too  ea^erij.  too  hastflr,  at  tfae  wraog  Umc, 
jron  wiUloac  thoqaeatioafortweatTTCaistocoine."   Nilea,  LX,  p.  407. 

•  Deb.  of  Congr.,  XtV.  p.  3^4. 

'WiK^  8p«6di  of  tho  6th  «f  AtigOBt,  1841,  ia  the  boaae  of  ivpKMnta- 
tire*.  Nlka,  LX,  p.  407.  On  recoiuidenUioia.  tlw  bill  receiT«d  onlj-  twcntf- 
fire  ugninst  twi'nlj-foar  Tutes.    Deb.  of  Coogc..  XIV,  p.  369. 

'"''IlwfintbiUUuilpaMdaUa^aowUHlg^to  boa  moat  cciikniptiUa 
ftbir.    1  voted  tor  it  tdootautljr.    Sorecal  of  (ho  moit  pcomiacBt 
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It  wiu  tacixiy  ndioittcil  tiiat  tJie  bill  had,  m  fact,  met  the 
wjabcs  of  no  iiortioii  of  ati^"  party.  The  principal  cnaao  of 
this  WW,  obviously,  the  conlealcd  fact,  Unit  tJie  wiBlies  and 
vieWB  of  tbo  petijild,  iu  relation  to  tbis  whole  question,  were 
in  n  etntc  of  dii-soliition,  and  that,  therefore,  there  was  noth. 
iug  to  he  said  of  definitely  ascertaining  what  the  popnlar 
will  dcmuudcd.  Qui  this  ulonc  'wan  not  a  snIiicieTit  explana* 
tiun,  since  Clay,  at  tir&t,  luaQifeeted  so  little  zeal  to  soek 
aiuediutiiig  luiderstauding  from  the  eido  wliich  came  most 
into  oonaidvraciou.  It  uiay  be  that  the  cs^uutial  dilUcultice 
would  have  proved  too  great  in  any  case;  but  no  attempt 
had  been  umdi.%  witli  the  proper  oaniustncss  and  in  the  pr[>j>er 
spirit,  to  overcome  Ibem,  Under  the  pre-seure  of  entirely 
perMnial  motives,  people,  on  botli  sideH,  had  fallen  into  tho 
malignant  currentfi  of  the  politics  of  moods.  The  coiitrol- 
Ung  whigs  were  now  concerned,  above  all  things,  with  push- 
ing a  hank  law  tlirough:  its  provisions  were  a  luuttcr  of 
secondary  cDnsidemtion. 

Proffit  made  tbe  charge  that  all  the  work  of  the  sesaiou 
tended,  in  tbe  first  place,  townrds  "  president-making.'*  As  he 
belonged  to  the  president's  political  body  guard,  the  charge 
iih'.iiild  have  been  dirocled  only  ngalnst  the  president's  op* 
[(oncfila.  But  the  arrow  rebounded  against  tlic  arclicr. 
Adams,  with  almost  exaggerated  care,  kept  his  hands  clean 
of  all  prepident-making,  and  yet,  long  before  the  meeting  of 
oongrcw,  he  had  come  to  the  conviction  that  the  great  aim 
of  all  Tyler's  policy  would  be  to  effect  his  reflection.'   Other* 


m  tUa  booM  voted  atnunst  it.  Not  a  Bintrle  one  ftpprgved  of  Ui«  bill.  I 
can  well  aadaavtanil,  air,  bow  unmllin?  iU  fnunen  van  to  mftke  an  iwns 
onUwEftteoI  tfaatbill."    NiIm.  LXf,  p.  93. 

*  Hs  wrilei  on  the  30th  of  Apnl:  "In  m;  convnsataon  with  Mr.  Bell 
\u/l  «vtTuiig,  I  luul  raaaon  to  (xmclode  that  th«  psliry  gf  Ht.  Tyler  viD 
look  esduaivcl)'  to  ^  own  election  for  the  next  £oui  i-von'  lena  u  pnii- 
dnt,  and  tbut  of  Welnber  will  hn  to  in.>ciire  it  for  him ;  that  Mr.  Qaj  wiU 
btlat,  to  fight  iui  own  botUcs  wiUi  Iho  land  bill,  wiUioat  aid  or  support 
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sliared  th!A  0]>inioD,  nnd  immediately  ondettvored  to  nse  lite 
jiecniiar  position  of  the  president  tieln-wu  tlie  parltne,  ^H 
bnild  np  r  third  party,  in  which  they  might  piny  tho  prin.fl 
cipal  part.     Benton  relntpR  fhnt  Gilmer,  of  Vii^inin,  raude 
ovi?rtMrc«  tending  in  thiv  direelion  to  one  of  theTCliit>Kin  tiia^ 
house  of  repreBeatHtiv(!ft,HB  enrly  nfi  in  tlie  first  week  *>(  thaS 
BOBsion.*    The  history  of  Tyler'e  adraiDifitnitiun  and  the  part 
played  in  it  by  Gilmer  limke  the  oorrcctrwM  of  tlie  nlle^^ 
tion  seem  entirely  prolmble.     That  the  liot-hended  es-gov- 
arnor  of  Tirf^iiia  alionid  havn  been  fiu  inoaiitioiu  in  Ins 
fL<  to  apply  tn  the  wrong  iiinn  gives  no  groORd  for  doubt. 
Tyler  Iiimself  was  so  preoccupied  wttli  liis  ambiCiotM  planK 
thnt  ho  Willi  not  nble  to  l>ndle  hie  tongue,  and  he,  alfeo,  iui- 
mcdiutely  opracd  Im  heart  to  tho  wmug  mau.     The  aocDontfl 
given  by  Botts"  oE  his  oonversntlon  with  tho  president,  on  the 
third  day  of  the  session,  enter*  into  details  to  snch  an  extent, 
and  hears  so  much  the  iiuprcBs  of  the  complete  honesty  of 
the  teller,  that  one  cjiiini>t  help  considering  it  eaaentJallj 
faitliftil  to  the  truth,  althoogt]  the  coloring  la  pnumttbly 
too  strong,  and,  of  ooiiree,  to  Tyler's  dlttad  van  Cage.     Id  tlib 
-Donventfttion,  it  was  said,  'lyier  raised  the  (piestlon,  why  be 
should  conSnc  himself  to  a  four  yeari;'  presidency  and  noL^ 
contemplate  one  of  twelve.     The  firel  four  years  wvreonlyfl 
HnrHsoo'ft  term  of  office,  and   might  very  well  he  foUowed 
by  tu'o  other  terms  of  office  in  his  own  right,  bo  to  Bp«alc. 
Into  the  discussion  of  this  question,  it  was  snid,  tb«  praritjettt 


baa  tl)«  adminiaistnUion:  and  that  Mtreoi  Tjrlcr  and  WeUtvr 
will  Iw  a  eoneeit  of  mntuol  eaaeawiaii  bvtiveao  tii«  north  and  tba 
Clujr  vill  Boaa  be  in  anequTaatl  oppoihioa,  and  (he  aduioilntka 
wwliUe  along,  liriog  from  band  to  nunUi,  fi>r  u  to  may  gieat,  ixniii 
iatf  snd  oooipaet  tjsltn,  W«lMt«r  iB '  a  ercut  babj,'  and  Ewiaff  it  asotln. 
Of  cDunM.  this  ndminiitnUion  will  be  a  fuilim,  nod  a  geaaial  tmakrnplet 
ia  impendins."    H^nt.  o(  J.  Q,  Adaav,  X,  p.  4^ 

'  lYiirty  Ymrs'  Viow.  I!,  p.  348. 

•NUM.  LXIV.  pp. -iU.  315, 
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bad  caa&ed  to  creep  the  f  nrtler  suggestion,  that  Botta  might 
cuopcrute  to  make  ^Vebi>tcr  Uic  "strong  itiait"  in  tlio  south, 
-aud  thus  pave  tlie  way  for  him  tu  the  White  Houae. 

Wliatever  trath  this  compromising  te^timonj  may  have 
coataincd,  tlio  ACRiuaCloii  vtha  nnivcnwHy  loolcecl  upon  as  en- 
tirely wott  founded.  But  Clay  was  firmly  rcsoIreJ  not  to 
ollon*  himwlf  to  be  forced  out  of  the  whig  caudidacy,  In 
1844,  hy  any  one,  and  least  of  all,  by  the  accidental  presi- 
it,  Hia  partisans  stood  by  him  tinnly.  Their  acrimony 
the  defciit  at  ilarrisbiirg,  whicU  Bcemed  cured  by  ihe 
hrilliaiit  electoral  victory,  was  awakened  auew  by  Harriaonlt 
deatli.  The  first  faint  signs,  tberefore,  tltnt  Tyler  enter* 
tained  the  thought  of  employiog  the  power  accidentally  ob- 
tained in  order  to  maintain  himself  in  it,  produced  amoDg 
Clay's  purllsfms  a  feeling  of  irritation  which  promiticd  notb- 
lug  good.  And,  added  bo  tliis,  was  tlic  well  founded  fear 
that  titt  pcirty  vould  sco  the  fruitA  of  the  victory  finally  ob> 
tained  after  so  long  a  struggle,  spoiled.  Before  tlie  workx^ 
Icf^latioii  was  t4tken  up,  men  on  both  sidea  had  gotten  into 
such  a  state  of  mind  as  iiitidediMpa&sionabeoonsideratiou  im- 
poegible.  There  was  an  uninterrupted  grumbling  luid  vex^ 
tion,  not  on  both  eides  only,  bitt  on  all  three  sides.  Tyler 
had  as  yet  done  no  ofliciiil  act  to  bring  himself  in  open  con> 
fltct  with  tlic  whigs,  and  yet  there  vas  already  B  broad  gap 
between  them,  Bcarcely  bridged  over  by  a  few  nnsafe  plimka. 
Mt  early  as  tltc  2d  of  June,  Botta  reproached  Tyler  because 
he  had  iiurrcndcred  himself  to  a  "  back  etaira  influtmoe." '  On 
the  4tb  of  July,  Clay  expressed  a  fear  tliat  Tyler's  hcrefliea 
irould  eodanger  the  existenoe  of  the  whig  party.'  The  RicA- 


*Nilai.LXn'.p.2IS. 

*  "  Ur.  l>Ior'«  opinions  (bbout  a  Wik  »ro  git'mg  lu  great  bvatile.  In- 
4<wd,  Umj  not.  oiity  llinriiti--n  a  ilefeat  m  that  iDeoHnim,  Imt  enduD^er  Uw 
p-muuMncj  and  the  aaceaduDCf  of  Uia  whig  canae.*'    Pdv.  Coneip,,  p. 
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mow/  Enqitirer,  on  tbo  other  hand,  cadearorod  to  prove  to 
T^ler,  tliateverjr  imiiginitble  con^idemtion  sltonld  determine 
hitn  to  go  with  the  democrats,'  and  on  the  37th  of  Jul;, 
Oihnor  comjtliunod,  in  the  hoase  of  represeotatircA,  that 
botli  Tyler  and  himself  had  been  proscribed  b^  the  whiga.' 

It  vtM  considorod  almost  a  foregone  ooDcloaioa  that  the 
bank  bill  would  be  sent  back  with  the  president's  veto. 
Ewiiig  lulmittod  that  he  had  not,  from  the  first,  expected  Its 
approval.*  Yt-t  the  chai-ge  that  Olay'a  portj  aoagbt  a  con* 
troverav  witli  Tyler  is  probably  eiaggerated.'  Bat  thej  carw 
tainlv  did  not  get  oot  of  hig  way,  for  they  mnst  have  been 
Informed  how  the  attitude  of  the  president  was  jodgcd  by 
the  members  of  the  cabinet  At  the  risk  of  a  complete  mp* 
tare,  they  reotured  to  pot  him  to  a  bat  which,  in  the  apiii> 
ion  of  the  secretary  of  the  traasary,  would  bo  fonnd  too 
eerare.  They  did,  hou-erer,  believe  hi  the  possibility  of  sao- 
eeas.  Hut  if  there  were  really  each  a  possibility^  one  of  their 
own  leaden  was  retpoaslble  for  its  tIestractioD. 

Id  a  letter  of  the  10th  of  Aognst,  BottB  implored  the  pnfr- 
ident  to  reconsider  bis  BnppoEod  resolve,  and  to  dgn  the 

■"Ur.lVlei'i  prinopln,  dntiei,  poller.  Eotanafi.  are  oB  «itii  ub.  if  ha 
can  onlj-Me  them.  Bot  tffll  be  am  Iban?  We  hops  and  tmrt  bfl  win 
not  Uirov  tumiKlf  into  tho  %naa  ot  tiw  fedenl  wbigt."  StatesD.**  !!■■» 
U.^tS83. 

**"Ib«a  eame  Qilmo',  of  Tirginia,  with  wfaot  va^eoUad  hia  valediflteijr 
to  tba  wtuB  partjjr.    Qe  did  not  know  what  Um  wilia  party  vaa,  and  ooo- ' 
plained  «(  b«iDg  pnaaibed  liiinadt  and  oi  the  prandent'a  being  pnaeribvd.  \ 
^tbovfaigi."    Voa.  c(  J.  q.  Vdmiu.  X.  p.  &1$. 

*  **  I  .  .  .  lather  hoped  th&u  expected  your  ^ipeofal.  I  knaw  tta 
acteot  towliich  roawencoouoiUed  cm  thrqncrtioa.  1  knew  the  ptftf* 
■■city  with  which  jm  adharad  to  jaa  exprmad  opiiikns,  and  I  dnoifad 
bom  tha  fint  the  oMst  dieaatnoe  BOnaayieacea,  whea  the  pngaei  ot  «am- 
promiae  wluch  I  premtad  ai  an  cadjr  dar  waa  njected."  Ewiag^  | 
0tt4iBMCi0B(rfUwllthelSe||lambar,  1841.    Kika^  LXI.  p.  SS. 

'Procters:  "AinllnpMifcllHtkfantiisiaimeetiiicafcaBi 
la  ttai  haar,  tJww  haa  bsea  a  *itiiniitaaHnii  oa  thm  paat  e<  eaam  | 
toenateaaiww  with  the  pnwkat"    Ibid.,  p.  98. 


TTtEB  8  TB0CBLB8. 


iSi 


bill.  Ho  based  his  petition  on  the  claim  that  a  Tcto  would 
be  followed  by  tlie  rceignation  of  the  present  cabinet,  and 
that  the  formation  of  a  new  whig  cabinet  or  of  a  democratic 
cabinet  tronid  be  impossible;  tliat  T^^Ier  would  have  to  fall 
hack  upon  "the  fra^jmciit  of  gecedere,"  and,  as  these  conld 
never  win  tbe  confidence  of  the  conntry,  be  finally  com- 
pelled to  resign  liimsclf.' 

Tj-ler  had  too  little  firmnesB  of  character  and  too  mnch 
Tanity  to  l»e  able  to  taoo  tlio  rcproacb,  that  he  bad  become 
unfaithful  to  his  earlier  convictions,  becaiiee  he  did  not  dare 
to  defy  the  whigs.  But  it  was  with  him  os  with  a  great 
many  Dthcrs:  hcudmircil  liim&clf  most  for  those  qualities 
in  which  he  was  lacking — Btrength  of  character  and  oiwel- 
fish  devotion  to  the  canse.  The  fact  that  the  knife  waa 
DOW  aimed  bo  directly  at  his  brcnst  made  him  obetinato.  It 
not  unfrequently  happens  that  vanity  nishes  with  impatient 
Ksal  into  resolves  before  which  the  lack  of  moral  courage 
bad  long  hesitated.  The  thought  of  looking  at  himself  as 
the  nnfliiiching  martyr  to  firmncM  of  conviction  and  fidel- 
ity to  duty  was,  to  a  great  extent,  compensation  for  the  ua- 

;  pleaaantnesB  and  dangers  of  the  coming  storm. 

On  the  I6tb  of  August,  the  senate  received  the  retorned 

'bill  witb  the  veto  assigning  the  reasons  for  ita return.'    The 

!Xra 'WHiid be  Htntrn  back  then  aa  the  firagmeat  of  teoedcr^  'tha 
ml  the  whin  E'^rt'T','  lu  tliey  ulyle  thcimolT^.  Now,  lf!t 
BM  BBk  TOO.  am\3  yon  rally  aiound  you  a  cktHn^t  of  such  mua  from  that 
party,  W  ^Atribut^l  ttiroagh  or  miected  hana  tito  diK-ront  Mctioni  of  ths 
vnntij,  m  would  commKnd  the confidanoe  or  mpect  of  tiie  oouutiy?  If 
not,  in  vbat  condition  would  yoD  Im  ptaoedP  But,  if  yoa  oonld,  what 
BMRiati)  could  bo  adoptiid  for  cnrryinc  on  Uie  finaocial  operRtiooa  of  tbs 
gemuaont?  Thn  lubtnniiury  ia  repealed;  and  liu!*  d«:[>[»tt  >y>tem  ol 
1S36  a  alao  RiwalcJ  in  011&  bouet,  nnd  wdt  pOM  Lhe  other)  congreaa  will 
not  eoonnt  to  t^u  tho  plan  nnmrt^t^d  bf  ibe  eeenAMj  of  tbo  trcuury, 
WiD  joa  oot  find  it  impouiblo  to  carry  on  the  gonmrnent,  itnd  will  not  a 
raiimation  be  forced  opoo  jrou?  "  Ibid.,  p.  79. 
<  StaleuL'i  Uao..  11,  pp.  13&2-Id66. 
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preetdoDt  coiiipi'esded  liis  coDsUttitioDal  objcctionB  to  it, 
into  tiie  one  eeuteuce,  Ihat,  aooordiag  to  tlio  bUl»  the  bantCd 
sUouId  operate,  in  a  direct  mAiutcr,  over  the  whole  Uaioo>! 
\Vliat  he  meant  by  this  not  vopy  cImip  criticiim  may  be  in- 
ferred with  ooneidcrablc  d«fiiiitiveuC43  ttoai  tho  commen- 
tory  on  the  eixtconth  Mction,  in  which  tlie  opposioj;  viowsj 
on  the  right  to  establieb  bmoch  banks  wore,  tn  a  ^er 
strange  mtianer,  tanglod  toj^ethor.  EH-iii<;,  indeed,  ouortod 
lator,  tluit  Tyler,  in  his  converaations  with  him,  had  entirotj 
appro^-od  this  very  aeotiou.*  Be  this  oa  it  may,  the  reasoo-l 
ing<tf  the  veto  mcf^a^  against  it  was  irrefutable,  and 
chief  alarm  waa  evidently  that,  in  regard  to  thia  qoG 
of  tlie  branch  banks,  the  right  of  tlie  sovereign  statu  soemed] 
to  him  to  bo  iofringod. 

As  the  veto  sorpriaed  no  one,  and  the  negotiations  for  aj 
new  bill  were  begun  on  tho  same  day,  the  vhigs  held  iheirj 
tongues  pretty  severely  in  clicck.  Clay,  nvho  had  minted  toj 
apeak  on  the  veto,  on  the  ISth  of  An^ut,  poacpouod  hia 
speech,  to  the  following  day.  thut  he  might  not  oxwi  a  disturb- 
itig  infliienoe  on  iLu  tnuuuictious  carriul  on  in  the  cabineli 
on  a  compromise  betvee-i  the  president  aad  oongreaa.  He 
did  not,  however,  keep  hliu^lf  from  certain  aalUea,  vbidi 
ninat  have  not  only  wounded  Tyler  peraooaUy,  bat  which 
betrayed  the  fact  that  he  (Clay)  at  bottom  shared  the  opin- 
ions developed  by  Botts  in  bis  letter  of  tlio  lOtli  of  Au;>:iiat 
According  to  htm,  also,  there  was  only  one  possibility  for 
the  praadent:  snbmission  to  the  will  of  the  majority  of 
eongrees.  Tyler,  Oiay  said,  might  have  allowed  the  bill  to 
become  a  law  withont  his  signature,'  aud  lie  reminded  him 
of  the  good  example  ho  (IV^'')  I^  given  when  he  reaigoed 
his  seat  in  the  senate  because  he  would  uotobuy  the  inatras- 

'To  openio  fMr  tw  ow  tba  Untoo. 
•Claj'iSp.  [[.  P-  SOO. 
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tiona  of  Yir^inia  vfhicti  were  coutrary  to  his  own  convic- 
tions.' 

But  witliOQt  tlte  oonseDt  of  the  president,  no  bank  ooild 
be  (iitAbliiilied.  ITtiless  the  establUhuieut  of  odo  were  ra- 
nonitced,  tlierefore,  it  vras  occcssarj  to  malce  adraoceB  to 
Ftdm.  He  seemed  to  deuro  to  make  this  eiuy.  Before  he 
seat  the  Grst  veto  to  the  senate,  lie  told  tlie  two  secre- 
taries, Ewing  and  Bell,  that  congress  might,  in  a  short  space 
of  time,  obtain  hia  si^niaturc  to  a  bank  bill.'  On  the  erening 
'  of  tho  eamc  day,  he  agreed  with  Alexander  A.  Stimrt,  of 
Virginia,  oo  the  essential  conditions  on  which  be  would  fnl- 
fill  this  promise'  On  tlio  18th  of  August,  and  after  Tyler 
had  hod  a  long  consultation  with  Berrien  and  Sergeant  as 
represcntatifce  of  tbc  whigs  of  both  hoiisee  of  congress,  there 
was  a  cabinet  meeting.  In  the  cabinet,  the  demands  of  the 
provident  ^vc^<;  diecuescd  in  detail,  tiud  Kwing  and  M^obeter 
were  commie&ioued  by  him  to  treat  with  Berrien  and  Ser- 
geant on  the  basis  of  tbe&e  demands.  The  whigs  claimed 
that  tho  new  bill  had  been  made  by  tbem  to  conform  entirely 
to  the  wieiies  of  tlie  president,  which  had  been  made  known 
tlicm  in  tbis  way,  and  they  acted,  therefore,  as  if  thero 
could  be  no  dou1>t  of  its  approval. 

The  inv'CStigaUon  of  the  question,  whclhcr  and  to  what 

extent  that  claim  woe  justified,  would  reij^uire  a  great  deal  of 

■pace,  and,  considering  the  nature  of  the  testimony  before 

OS,  wonid  lend  to  nocvrtain  rc»uit.     Fnim  a  historical  point 

of  view,  however,  it  is  not  of  much  iini>ortance,  since  any 

[rvsalt  ooald  only  place  the  one  or  the  other  element  wbidi 

fmiglit  be  established  without  it,  in  a  stronger  light.     In  my 

loptnion,  the  bill  did  not  fully  and  bonostly  ftillill  tile  oondi- 


'city'sSp..  ^..^eo3. 

'See  EwingB  Itttci  et  rmgaBiiva  ud  tho  "St^tomont"  which  Belt 
tAded  to  his  letter  to  Gates  and  Seston.    Nilra,  I.XI.  pp  33.  S3. 
■Sec  Staaii'tf  SULemenii  Bmton, Thirty  Ycart'  View,  U,  p.  8ii 
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tiorw  made  by  Tvler,  bat  the  latter  swelled  np  the  differcD< 
in  au  improper  measarc,  because  be  regretted  bis  pronui 
But  if  n-c  would  plftcc  oursclvea  entirely  id  the  position 
tbe  one  party  or  the  other  to  thie  hotlj  contested  oontroi 
VTQ  would  have  to  admit  that  both  partice  vcrc  to  blame 
tbe  failure  of  the  nttempt  at  a  compromise,  and  thnt,  frtiE 
tbe  first,  the  sncces^ul  issue  of  that  attempt  was  tmprobat 
in  the  bigheet  degree. 

On  the  very  day  tbat  the  bill  pa&sed  the  senate,'  Adac 
Mid  it  was  a  *'  <!«rt«inty  "-  that  it  would  bo  vetoed  a  aeooaj 
time.*  There  were  not  many  able  to  eee  so  clearly,  bii 
every  member  of  congress  mnst  have  bcon  perfectly 
informed,  that,  from  the  very  first  moment,  it«  approval 
exceedingly  doubtfol  if  not  Improbable.  If  the  whtga 
a  show  of  tlic  opposite  conviction,  tbcir  doing  so  vaa  demons 
strably  a  ly<»g  miisk.  On  tlicir  side,  aa  well  as  on  Tyler^b, 
the  transaction  uas  saturated  with  mistrust,  reoklessneM, 
insina:rity,  and  intrigue  which  feared  tho  lighU 

Every  day  had  brougbtnewevidrncflthatTyler'aresolntlons 
were  no  litcndier  than  the  direction  of  tlie  wen tlicr<  rone.     Oo 
themorniiigoftlielTth  of  August,  he  had  asked  Bell  for  soi 
iniorination  in  relation  to  the  anticipated  advantage  that  tl: 
bank  contemplated  by  him  would  be  to  tlie  war  dopartmont  j 
When  Bell,  that  evening,  handed  him  the  dcsirul  inforinalioii 
the  president  gave  him  to  nnderstand  Uiat  ho  had  beooi 
doubtful  whether  he  would  sign  any  bank-bill.'    In  thecab*^ 
inet  meeting  of  the  IStli  of  Augnct,  he  expreeaed  the  wish 
that  the  whole  matter  might  be  postponed  to  the  next  aea* 
non  of  congress,'  and  then  tixod  the  basis  on  which  Web>t» 

'Bept-  a  Deb.  of  OongT..  XIV,  p.  367. 

■ "  V'W  M>Rate  tliu  daj  ptused  tbe  fltcal  oorporttion  MU  — 1« 
to  tireiit>'-tir9— vith  aoertabty  that  it  «nllb*T«t«*d  by  Ptendinfcf 
HIvub.  of  J.  Q.  Adasu.  XI,  p.  4. 

•BeU'B  Statement,  VSm,  LXl.  p.  51. 

■Ewiiv'e  Letter,  Ibid.,  p.  3S. 
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aail  Ewing  were  to  treat  witli  IJcrrien  and  Sergeant.  When 
the  bill  hiid  passwl  tlie  lioiiic,  lie  dt-inanded  from  botli  eccre- 
taiies  just  named  u  wntten  dlscui^ion  of  its  coDatitiitionalitj. 
Before  lie  had  ubtuined  it,  hu  told  certaii)  mcmbeni  of  tiie 
livuai:,  that  lie  wuuld  rather  cut  off  his  right  hand  th&n  »gti 
tike  bill,'  lie  urg;ud  tlic  ciibinet  more  litroiigly  to  effect  the 
postponement  of  the  question,  bnt  refneed  to  bind  himself 
for  the  future  by  tkoy  promise. 

What  kind  of  an  en^ne  it  waa  that  threv  this  imaginary 
Csto  hither  and  thither  like  a  ball  ^vne  well  enough  known. 
It  wu«  well  known  lion-  firmlv  the  kitchcu  cuhiiict  hiul  estab- 
U&hcd  itself  in  the  White  [fouec,^  and  how  cn&y,  to  that 
kitchen  cabinet,  the  reception  which  the  tii-et  reto-message 
Itftd  met  with  from  the  gi-eat  crowd  of  the  democrats  hod 
made  tho  tusk  of  conjuring  up  before  the  vnin  ambition  of 
the  president,  the  most  alluring  pictures.'  And  even  if  the 
wind  ooiUd  be  taken  out  of  the  oails  o£  theeo  tale-bearers,  ic 

■  Evisg'a  ktUr.  KOh,  LXI,  p.  34. 

*  "  Vben  ia  a  nunor  abioad  tliat  a  cubol  csiate  —  a  now  aort  of  Idtcben 

'.nbnMi  «hon object ia  tbe  diudation  of  tbeTCfnilnrcobmct^ttiAduao- 

Ittioiiof  tbewhifEpnrtr —  tlie  ilispeniari  of  cODir'nH,  without iuiO0Tii[)LUhiiig 

>ajr  of  Ui»  groat  porpoaes  of  Out  extm  rmdor,  and  a  totnl  change,  in  &ct, 

ia  the  whole  h<»  of  oar  political  a&in."    Clajr'aSp.,  IT,  p.  512. 

*Evm  beforu  tlii.'  first  nto.  a  spe&ker  in  a  demociutic  uisui  meotingr  in 

I Xew  T<nrk  laid:  "  lie  hoped  that  Jolut  1>lcr  would  liat«a  to  the  respectful 

[laaomLnuww  of  dO.OilOof  bt<  follow  citi»>ns  in  Now  York,  and  veto  lbs 

'Uuik  bill  tt  it  piKt'-d  l»Ui  tioosM.     (Uproarioui  ehsering.)    And,  if  ha 

did,  he,  for  one,  whig  though  he  MieTL>d  liim  to  be,  wonld  Tota  (or  liim 

(or  th«  next  pmJdMit  of  ilie  United  8tat€a.    (Ixrad  und  continued  chsa- 

ing-)    If  John  l^tcr  stood  bjrtlio  peoplewitLoot  mpi-ct  to  ^axiy,  tha  peo* 

pie  would  tfond  1^  liini.    (.Cheen  on  cheen,  and  ■owe  dianliag.)    And 

ht  wodM  bo  riveted  prcaidcnt  by  tht  most  tnmendoiu  minority  cwr  gitBii 

iln  tlda  couutiT.    (Coud  clieerin;.)"    Andanatfai-rspo^ki^reirliumpd;  "I 

']»*«  alwiiyi  l)Mn  adnaocmt — iilwn;^  rottil  with  my  pnrly  —  Irnt  if  Joba 

Trlv  standi  by  tha  people  of  brael  Mid  lunda  tbeoi  out  of  Llie  Ituid  of 

SfypU  and  oat  of  tha  houso  of  bondngn.  bo  bHp  us  God.  I  will  vote  tat  ' 

hia  liv  Ibo  next  pTMldeat,  party  o  bo  part^."    Niles,  LX,  pp,  861*302 
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ms  phdnljp^naspHir}.-  tliat  Tvler  sIiouU  bftve  time  to  grow 
sobvr.    Ilivpwwinal  ralatioiis  bet»'ccit  bim  imd  (ho  leading 
vliigs  w«r«  not  yet  broken  off,  Hnd  another  ellort  migbt,  Utcre-  I 
fora^  be  iDiuieesuttDiisly  itiitl  cju  \el\y  to  open  bU  eyv«  to  tbe  fact 
tint  the  follaving  of  tikc advice  of  those  bfu)  friciiJ»  would  ]□• 
fnltibl}'  be  bis  iraliticnl  dcntb.     But  as  tbe  whig&  would  not  at. 
all  bnve  It,  ttiut  they  biul  Imd  tbe  cuckoo's  egg  iu  tbclr  ova 
nest  ibeiiiBcdveH,  tbey  looked  upon  it  aa  aa  outngeoD«  and 
unheard  of  impttlation,  that  they  eboiild  teadi  tbe  political 
baatard,  with  an  oxpertditure  of  m  much  patience  and  for- 
bearance,  to  play  the  right  tune.    They  not  only  declined  ^ 
pet-eiTijitorily  to  postpone  tbe  question,  but  witli  nnexampled ' 
dbi'cgHnI  of  con»ecjueucw,  they  urged  it  on  to  a  decision,  a 
second  time.    By  this  meaoa,  they  not  only  gave  tbe  lie 
tlmmHtdves  to  tlieir  pretended  participation  in  tlie  wuihee  of 
the  president,  but  they  also  proved  that  they  wished  to  force 
him  to  come  to  a  final  decision  on  tbe  question,  whether  be 
would  be  directHcl  hy  them  in  his  economic  policy,  or  whether 
he  wished  to  have  notljing  more  to  do  with  them. 

On  Saturday,  the  Slet  of  August,  after  twelve  o'clook  in 
the  dav,  Sergeant,  in  tbe  bouse,  moved  the  new  bill  aa  anj 
amendment  to  the  old.    Why  this  form  wasch(»en^penred| 
from  the  ftirther  motion  to  close  tbo  debates  at  four  o'dodc, 
"  in  committee  of  the  whole,''  to  proceed  to  a  voto  and  lay , 
the  adopted  amendments  before  the  boose.    This  wild  chi 
would  not  have  beon  potiaible  witli  an  independent  bill,  since,] 
bj  the  rnloB  of  the  boose,  each  hill  has  U*  he  read  tbreaj 
tfraes,and  each  reading  to  be  bad  on  adifTerent  day.    Whoaj 
Eo(»evelt,  of  Xew  York,  pilloried  this  fwrty-tyraony  by  tbe  . 
motion  to  substitnto  tbe  word  "immodintoly"  for  *'fODr 
o'clock,'*  Sergeant  extended  the  time  to  Monday  nt  four 
o'clock.    Tlie  saattdal   wa»  thus  modified  somowbai, 
nothing  cliflngod  in  tlie  matter.*    Rlielt,  o(  South  Cartdina,] 


'  GL  Brown,  «t  PmumyljAim,  «ud:  "  Tbe  toll 
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therefore,  asked  leave  to  abstain  from  voting,  and  based  hi« 
reqiietit  on  the  da;laratiuu  tUst,  in  the  cose  of  a  bill  of  tlie 
grealerit  iiiiporlticce,  iLirty-oight  pnges  long,  this  mode  o£ 
procedure  wag  n  virtual  desb-uction  of  the  conatitutlonal 
right  of  di»otiBaion.  But  tlm  majority  did  nut  permit  tliotn- 
srives  to  be  misled.  They  closed  the  debaU)  on  Monday  as 
the  clock  struck  four,  after  the  greater  part  of  the  ebort 
space  of  time  bad  bceo  taken  op  by  speakers  from  among 
Ihemaclvee. 

The  sGTtaie  did  net  lag  behind  the  houee.  Hie  hoaee  bill 
would  have  been  referred  to  the  comtnittee  who  had  projected 
the  Brtit  bnnk  bill,  WL-ro  it  not  that  it  pleased  Cluy  better  to 
take  things  easily,  on  the  pouting- stool.  Tlie  president  of 
the  senate;,  Soulhard,ofKcwJcrseytWaa,  therefore,  intstnictod 
ippoint  another  committee,  and  lie  oompoacd  it  cacludively 
'  friends  of  the  bank-law — a  course  for  which  more  than 
fift^  years' history  of  the  eenute  afforded  but  one  single  pi'e- 
cedent.' 
■  The  demoorate  had  never  done  anything  worse  tliao  this 

BpDB  thidr  fleaks  about  half  an  hoar  before  ^  not  t«n  minuta  preoeding 
Sw  rMolaUoD  iKCScribint;  tli«  time  irLeu  it  waa  to  b«  vot«d  upou)  uod  tbii 
bin  cootAioKl  thiitj-ciffhl  pogn.  It  was  eaiil  to  be  a  new  meuuie—  tba 
creation  of  a  new  i>p<>ciR«  oi  iiutitatioo,  sLtiMciUcorpomtioii,  hithtrtoentiielj 
onkDaKm  \a  thi«  cauati7,  tithoT  in  state  legialatioa  or  tbot  of  this  govem* 
ncnt.  How,  then,  can  miy  member  now,  before  h')  lead*  it,  bvforc  lit 
Inwws  what  it  is,  or  what  it  is  not,  any  Uiat  be  will  he  fuUjr  prepand  to 
site  hia  Seal  vutv  tipoo  it  in  odu  or  two  Jayi?  Why  shouli  be  be  auuU 
hi  MJ,  before  the  diacusaion  bu  been  beguti,  before  tbe  Srtt  word  is  tpokao, 
ttt  eren  the  bill  ituU  brought  under  the  conaidi^ration  of  the  hotu<e,  that  ha 
will,  atapBiticalar  hourand  rainntf.',  vobiupoB  it?  .  .  .  The^mighi 
■•  veil  bate  been  oaksd  to  rota  on  Uie  hill  rextenlay.  Mom  thej  gaw  it,  ot 
<u  any  oUiar  tnU  that  the  m^joritjr  mi(fhl  iotroducM,  at  on  j  Lim«  brfore  thfl; 
van  Kca  or  kuown.  ...  It  might  tma  out  to  be  a  war  between  this 
klminiatntioo  profa.  at  the  other  end  vt  tba  airenue,  and  the  adinituiba- 
tioa  improper,  at  tbii  end  of  the  avrnuci  aodtbwowaa abundant  criilaMM 
that  (hia  viu  the  only  object  of  the  bill."  Dub.  of  CoDgr.,  XIT,  p.  348. 
'  BentoD,  thiiiy  Yean'  View,  U.  p.  337. 
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in  the  Jayeof  their  power.  But  tbia  brutal  Tra3t«  of  power 
hnd,  prcmimably,  uo  furtltcr  Iiiilucnco  on  the  iusuo  oE  tlie 
atru^le.  The  bottom  had  been,  knocked  out  of  the  barrel 
oveD  btfoi-c  this,  ftnd  once  mora  it  vna  Bolu,  ihe  ho^h6a(Ied 
and  indiecreet,  vrho  wielded  the  Issli.  Ou  tbu  i6th  o£  An- 
gfust,  hut  before  the  veto  messnge  had  bvcu  liaodud  iii,  ha 
had  written  a  letter  to  Richmond,  in  which  he  spoke  of  the 
president  u  a  good-for-nothing  echool-buj ,  who  wuuld  b« 
made  to  feci  the  laih  of  the  strict  whigs,  according  to  hid 
de&crtd.  With  great  self-assni'anoe,  he  aoDOUucod  that  the 
matter  would  bo  settled  that  same  evening.* 

An  oQicioita  band  sent  Tvlcr  a  oopj  of  this  letter,  which 
immediately  found  its  way  to  the  press.  Tlie  effect  which 
it  had  on  the  president  was  obvious,  Evring  relates  that 
Tyler's  intitnntiona  that  he  would  veto  the  seeood  bill  also, 
hnd  been  first  made  after  the  letter  had  reached  him,'  and 
Webster  directly  expreedes  the  conviction,  that  the  veto  wbb  | 
to  be  ascribed  to  it' 

' "  Ua  baa  tuni«d,  and  t<n>t«d,  and  cfauig«d  bis  gnxml  w>  often  in  tigi 
conr««itioni,  that  it  is  difficult  to  conjectan  which  of  Qm  absuditiM  ba^ 
will  TCgt  hit  veto  nixin.  .  .  .  Oar  Cokptnin  lyier  is  maldiig  a  dsQMnla 
eflbrt  to  eet  liiinselt  up  with  tlia  loco-focm.  trat  he'll  bo  headed  jelt  and  I 
tagrct  to  aajr,  it  wQl  end  btidl;  for  him.  He  will  bo  ui  o^ecfc  o(  eiecta- 
two  with  both  portiea;  with  tho  one,  lac  virtotug  our  biUt  whidi  vai  bad 
enous^  —  with  the  other,  tor  sifrnuis  a  wane  one;  bat  he  ii  hanllv  eati- 
lled  to  Brmpalhy.  .  .  .  The  veto  will  be  rcceifed  without  a  word,  laid 
on  tlie  table,  amt  ovdmcO  to  be  printed.  Tv-nisht  wo  must  and  will  aetlta 
mattcn,  at  quiMly  upoulble.but  th^mnitbeKltlod.  Tou'lls«tabwdE 
bill.  I  Uiink,  but  OQp  that  will  scnre  only  to  faatea  him,  and  to  whtdi  no 
■tock  will  be  nibacribed:  and  when  he  find*  out  that  ha  i*  not  wiser  ia 
bMikiag  thwi  all  tho  re*t  of  tho  worid,  W9  msty  ge(a  better.  Tlio  a- 
chanent  ben  ia  tivni«ndoiM,  bnt  it  will  be  ■motbnvd  for  the  proent" 
Statenn.'e  Has.  II.  vp.  1518,  1&17. 

*Nan,LXl.  p.». 

■Mem.of  JQ.Adann,XI,pLl4.  Inaletterof  the2Sthol  Aiiciut,lS41. 
to  the  two  Koaloa  from  Hoesaebasetti,  Webitcr  hMl  urgentlj-  Mdviaed  that 
th*  bank  qneatton  elioald  be  iu]jonnied  to  the  next  nwon,  m  axwoqiMOiEa^ 
fli  te  letter  of  Botti.    "Pnm  that  moment,  I  felt  that  il«aitta4i4r  I 
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Ewing  was  ccrUiinl^  right  wlion  he  saij  tliat  Butts's  arro- 
gant 1>oons1ii>css  lind  iiuthiiig  to  tin  wltli  the  const! tut IodaI 
grounda  on  which  the  veto  of  the  yih  of  Septemher  was  liused.' 
IE  that  letter  wag  reallj-  the  occasion  of  the  veto,  Tyler 
iinqupslionahl^  dcecrved  tlie  sevenwt  btarue.  Notwith:»tund- 
iag  thifi,  Tvler  was  perfectly  jiistifietl,  aa  ppoaidmit,  in  fueling 
liEuiself  greatly  insulted  by  the  letter,  and  in  (;ivingexpre6AioD 
to  thia  feeling-  in  his  action,  provided  he  did  so  oii)y  in  the 
proper  pliice  and  irt  the  pi-ojrer  tniinncr.  It  wna  iiiconlesta- 
ble  that  tiie  letter,  both  in  tone  and  contents,  was  entirely  in 
harmotiy  witli  the  nlnn^t^r  in  which  tliu  majority  had  treated 
the  president,  in  reference  to  tlie  hank  question,  »iid  boLli  the 
tone  and  substance  of  the  letter  clearly  manlfesled  nn  inten* 
tioQ  to  force  tlie  president  from  hia  constitutional  positioa 
05  a  [M>weroourdiualu  with  congrcE?.  Itat,  on  the  other  hiind, 
u  a  man,  the  president  had  ccurccly  any  ground  of  com- 
plaint; for,  so  far  88  in&ultin^  ubrience  of  tact,  uiidigniGed 
a^tatioD  through  the  jircss,  and  contemptible  trickery,  from 
A  aafe  place  of  nmbiieh,  were  concerned,  he  hiul  himself 
sinned,  much  more  grievously.  For  week*,  the  A^cto  York 
ffarald  regaled  tlie  ecaudal -seekers  with  reports  from  Wa«h- 
iogton,  which  exhibited  thu  president  in  a  halo  of  glory  and 
draped  tlic  cabinet  around  in  the; dust,  Tlic  rejjorti  showed 
BO  Mscitmte  a  knowledge  of  tlie  most  private  matters,  that  they 
moat  have  proceeded  from  Tyler's  immcdiabo  environment;* 

the  wItigB  to  forbear  from  preeain^tlie  batik  lull  fiirtlier,  nt  Uiq  jireeent 
lime.  ...  A  dcdsive  rebalre  ought,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  giTcn  to 
the  intimation,  from  wbatevcr  quarter,  of  a  dupocition  010011^;  the  wJugs 
to  lUDbanaa  the  pmiilent.  Tttio  it  Ihn  main  ffnmiul  of  my  opiiiion;  and 
«wsb  a  T«bulc>*,  I  think,  would  bo  fonnd  in  the  i;^naal  tesolution  of  the 
par^  to  postpone  further  proceedingi  on  the  aalgect  lo  the  next  acaiion, 
aow  onljr  a  UtUt  mora  than  thme  raonths  oT."  Niiu,  LXI,  p.  S->. 
•  Statcra.'i  ACaa..  II.  pp.  136S'13&9. 

'  Enring  writo:    "Donng  this  leasoa  of  deep  feeling  and  eomnt  exer- 
tioa  spoB  oor  port,  whilo  w«  were  i^ouHly  devoting  oar  lalenb  aad 
iailMace  to  eerre  uud  luitain  jrou,  the  irery  oeoett  of  our  coUnet  cooncdlii 
S8 
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and  "Webster  weorted  that  Tyler's  sons  irere  Uio  proMi 
oulprita.* 

On  llio  nth  of  September,  four  members  of  the  cnbineC 
which  Tviep  hnd  m(ierit«tl  from  Harrison  —  Ewring,  Bell, 
Badger  and  Crittenden  —  handed  in  their  resigiiition.  Orit- 
tcnden  i^ontentc-d  himiu'lf  with  ecndlng  a  letter  coaciicfl  ia 
few  and  general  terme.  The  others,  on  the  oontmry,  ex- 
prciply  Fftid,  in  their  exhanstive  etntcinent  of  rcaBoii*,'  that 
they  wonM  not  havi;  conBtclered  a  difference  of  opinion  with 
the  pmtident  on  the  confttitntionalitj  or  expediency  of 
^xak,  of  itsrlf,  n  snfRcient  ground  for  th«ir  willidramO.  TIw 
based  their  resignation  entirely  on  the  want  of  apriglitnea* 
which  Tyler  hati  shown  during  all  these  traneactions.  and  on 
the  want  of  consideration  witli  which  he  had  treated  ihrm 
pepflonally,  while  ihey  were  pending.  Kotwithfitanding  tbia^j 
'Webster  claimed  that  tliia  Bimi)ltancou&  resignutiou  woali 
force  tlie  people  to  choose  between  Clay  and  Tyler.'  WebBtci 
himself  declared  to  the  representatives  of  Mmwaebnaetts  i 
oongrei-e  tliat,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  do  re«aon  why  h: 
ghonld  re«ign,*  but  asked  Iheir  advice  before  be  came  to  a 
final  decision.  They  unanimonaly  called  on  him  to  remain 
in  office.*  Adam*,  baaed  hia  adfice — w  Webster  aubas- 
quently  did  his  resolv* — on  the  oontroii-erBipa  ponding  with 
England,  to  settle  which  he  waa  peculiariy  well  adapted.' 

made  ibeii  nppeaianoe  in  an  infarocnu  paper,  printed  in  aoi 
d^,  tlie  wltnMN  o(  wtikh  were  daUjr  chaiBod  with  Oaiteiy  of  jtouckU 
tin]  abuM  id  your  caUnaU" 

•Umb-oEJ.  Q.  AAanw.XI.  p.  U.    Sw.  alw.  p.  16. 

'Iline  were,  in  pait.  not  oonlain«d  is  tha  UUen  d  iwignatiaB,  tel 
wet*  went  to  the  pren  utttt  a  few  dajra. 

*  ■>  It  wu  a  CU^  movemant  to  make  op  an  inn  Mccn  the  pto^  a^ibA 
Trier-"    Mam.  otJ.Q.  Adama,  XI.  p-  14. 

•Beaton  said  a  wnu  "ectoel;  certain"  that  Wabrierat  Snt  didknd 
UsmU  T«ad5  to  withdmw  with  hii  coUeogtHa,  Int  dona  not  pfoAai  a 
daaki  witaOH  tor  thn  •UiemraL    Ttiirljr  Ytua'  View.  II,  pp.  3!rl.  3U. 

■  ll«m.  of  J.  Q.  AdsDia.  XI.  p.  14. 

•  "Be  [Coriuncl  ka«v  thai  nor  atlrioe  tA  11<.  Webater  b>  leUia 
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^ehster*5  resolve  determined  a  portioQ  of  the  Dorthern 
wbigs  to  comport  thcmselrcu  with  a  certain  reservQ  and 
moderatJon.  The  rest  of  the  \t'hi^,  on  tlio  other  haud,  aud 
eepecially  tlKMse  from  the  weat,  now  g&ve  fnll  rein  to  tbeir 
wmth.'  They  were  not  satlsScd  wilk  venting  all  their  gwll 
daring  the  hist  bourn  ot  Hu:  M»sioii  on  Tyler's  "perfidy" 
and  "  treason.**  Iinniediately  after  the  adjouriancDt  of 
coagreM,  tlierc  appeared  an  address  of  the  '*  nliig  rcpi-csetit- 
sttTe»  in  the  two  bouses  of  congress  "  to  tlie  people.*  Only 
Abont  fifty  membera  had  attendtxl  tlje  caucus '^  whidi  had 
resolved  on  this  "  uianifcsto."  As  no  objcctioo  was  nu«ed 
to  it,*  ithftd  to  be  taken  as  a  declaration  of  tlieparlj-'Bpit&ilion, 
whicltwai  thus  determined  by  the  more  exlruiiie  pitrtiuuof  it. 

.  .  WAS  fniindcd  ncltinTirl;  on  the  belief  tliat 
'  O0i]CiIiatot7  b?mppr  onA  dLipcerition  toiniTTlH  Bn^ 
ij  neoenuy  to  tare  in  from  it.  moafc  disastioiia  ud 
alBBitoaB  war  npoo  that  wntdinl  qqMb'on  about  tli«  BtatQ  right  of  New 
Tok  to  banK  UcLwd."  Hud.p.  S6.  Hie rwdt  con&nnca  tbe  vwv dl 
Adams  and  bn  o6IIuuffu«>,  Th»  nfeoLiulian:!  wiUi  TnirliUKl,  carrit-d  on  bj 
Wel»t«r,  MC  thn  matt  bnllinnt  tide  (tt  Tj-Wti  aflmiaistnt^An.  Kather 
tha  McLood  mftlter  nor  the  northnuiti^in  botindnrr  qucittioii  in  without  it* 
tatemi  froin  the  point  ot  vietr  of  conatitutionii)  luw.  But  ta  tbejr  exer- 
OMd  BO  iafluenca  oa  tbo  politicBl  dev«lop<uieul  cf  Ui«  Uiiicui,  it  aoem 
ivoper  to  pan  Xheia  oTer  liere,  and  la  treat  at  tlieiu  in  tlie  porL  whicb  shall 
eontoiii  th«  iyt^tMDotic  exponitian  of  the  con*titutJoiiaJ  Inwof  tli«  Uai«n. 
Ibe  other  contronniea  with  Knglani)  we  tliaU  meet  later  lo  oonnection 
with  other  erenta. 

■  3. 3.  CntteadcQ  to  R.  P.  Lvtchcr,  Wuhington,  Sept.  1 1,  ISll:  "  Than 
fa  gi«at  IbniTKai  anilgtvalexcitenioiitaiiiong  the  wliigii  in  oongreaa,  and  a 
non  naoltilt  anha  amons  them,  rxcepL.  pctbap*.  u  to  a  portioD  of  the 
Bottlieni  whiss,  who  on  hpJd  in  a  Mtt  of  neutntlity  nnd  sutpente  bj  tba 
t»an«  of  Mr.  Wehrtor.  Th«  whiff  mCDib^ra  fi-om  the  gicot  wwt  Uto,  t»a 
iiuut.  nnil^d,  fierce  and  dfjituidiilor;  LovanU  Mr.  Tyler.'*  Colcmaa, 
life  of  CHlt«aden,  I.    I  havo  forgotten  to  noto  the  p««e. 

•  Nile*.  LXI.  pp.  3.5  anJ  S3. 

'M«fni.  of  J.  q.  AdAHw,  XI.  p.  3.V 

'The  Cusbine'a  couata  maxiifcvto  ciuinot  bo  looked  upon  ts  loch.  u  ha 
^pKTiooal;  gow  otar  entirely  totho  "corpoial'i  guanl." 
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This  fact  coaltl  not  be  oovorod  up  by  tbennctnonmsMir- 
BDce  that,  now  ae  well  as  prwionslj,  the  nieaaiipes  of  the 
admiiiisti'Rtion  wore  woigbfld  without  prejudice,  ttnd  aliould 
meet  with  oppositiun  onlj  when  "a  high  ecnsc  of  public -■ 
duty"  demanded  it>    Tlicaddreu  did  not  a'^-sume  tUa  pu- 
flition  to  wliicli  the  retiring  memhera  of  the  cabinet  h»d 
oommittcd  themselves.    Every  word  of  it  breathed  war,  and 
a  war  in  which,  as  in  the  oontesta  with  Jackson,  the  fanda- 
mental  pnuciptea  of  tlie  oonstitution  were  in   iiuuc.    Of 
course,  the  address  also  sereretv  and  nni-cscr^'edlj  censured 
Tyler's  indirect,  reserved  conrse,  in  befooling  cougre^a  and 
Uie  nation,  fur  over  thrcu  months,  lioldin<;  tbcm  in  eospenw 
betNToen  res  and  no.    But  it  didnotstupLere.  Itnunouuced 
th«  fonnnl  and  completfi  eeparation  of  the  whig  i>arty  from 
the  pre^idcnt,^  for  the  reason  that  be  had  op{}Osed  the  h»nVJ 
policj'  "f  congress.     And  the  address  saw  in  this  not  only  •" 
botmyal  of  the  jmrty  to  whoBe  policy,  it  claimed,  Tyk*r  Lad 
unconditionally  pledg<rd  himself,  bnt  declapcd  it  to  !«  an 
attempt  also  by  the  executive  on  the  legiElative  p»ti-cr,  If 
not  in  contravention  of  tlio  letter,  in  contmvcution  of  Uio 
epirit  of  tlie  coniititoliou.     It  not  only  complained  that  tltttj 
president  hful  mndenseof  his  veto  power  in  tills  instance, 
couduHiiied  the  fact  that  he  could  make  nee  of  the  veto 
in  such  cases.     It  declared  war  not  only  against  thocxisUn 

'  "  Aad  it  ivill  be  Ui«  duty  of  tho  wiagt,  in  aad  <mt  of  mngiTMi.  to  i 
to  hi«  nflintU  arts  and  mcaiurei  fair  and  fnUccmddentMnLBpptOvlivt 
Vtd  coiipenviinK  )■>  tlicii  kupijorl  nliei^  Ui6j  «aii,  iMd  tliAtfnny  bma  i 
opponng  uaj  of  titta  only  from  a  high  kbm  of  poUio  datcr." 

*"    .    .    .    We  OM  contliaincd  to  laf.  that  tke  pnaddeut 
TOluntarilr  scpaKit«d  luuuclf  fnai  thosa  by  vhoM  exerliooa  and  i 
b*  vat  derated  to  UiAt  office  Ihrouirli  wbich  ha  mchtd  his  preseot  < 
alted  «lntion.     .     .     .    The  fint  «inf»|u«ncd  k,  that  lht»Q  «IiO  bfuutfli 
tbr  pRdilfloL  into  povrer  can  be  no  looigcr.  io  any  maimer  or  drgm, , 
lieU  retpooiible  «  blamed  for  the  oduiiuiilraLica  aS  Uie  laecuiive  I 
of  the  g<n«niniaiti  and  that  the  prcudcDt  utd  hit  adiijcn  i^dU  be  ax* 
duuTdy  hncaftBr  dfisiufid  aoDOajitkblB." 
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veto  power,'  but  it  represented  it  to  be  tlie  duty  of  the  pitrtj 
to  bring  aboat  its  luting  curtaihueat  on  principle,  ^o  as 
hciiceforlli  to  eeciire  tliu  "  obedience  "  o£  the  executive  to  the 
"  i»iihiic  will"  as  it  found  exprewsion  in  cougresa.' 

Half  a  jcar  liad  pnei^  since  Uie  whigs  had  taken  hold  at 
the  helm,  and  the  unprincipled  policy  whicll  had  selected 
"cliange"  for  ita  programme,  in  ortjej-  to  bring  all  the  ele- 
loeiilK  of  the  opposition  under  one  captain,  had  reaped  a  very 
rich  harvest.  Tbe  breach  between  the  party  uud  the  pi-eeiiieDt 
liad  taken  place;  the  action  of  the  president  as  well  afi  of 
tho  party  was  in  gi-eat  part  crippled  before  it  had  rightly 
begnn,  and  the  condition  of  tlie  party  hnd  received  a  blow, 
the  aflereffccts  of  which  escaped  all  calculation.  On  the  left, 
w<;pe  the  democrats,  full  of  oonieinpt  for  the  two-fold  half- 
renegndisra  of  the  president,  but  making  tJm  very  most  of  it; 
withont  the  moral  I'csponfiibility  of  the  governing  majority, 
bnt  exercising  a  greater  influence  on  legislation  than  a  minor- 
i^  ever  did  before;  in  llit.  centre,  the  ohJef  of  the  republic, 
enn'onndetl  by  a  little  crowd  of  iinsenipnloug  aspirants,  vainly 
wearing  hitns«1f  out  in  the  endea\'or  with  the  lielp  of  the 
RpoilS'Cement  to  forra  a  compound  of  both  party  pmgrammeB 
u  the  haais  of  a  tlilnl  party,  a  Tyler  party;  to  the  right,  the 

■ "  We  griem  fo  m;  to  you  Hint  by  Ihn  txfnLno  of  that  poww  in  Oio  oob- 
Miditioa  which  haa  erer  bocn  n-gnnlcd  n-ith  ^U5i)ician,  and  oltea  with 
oJ&nn.  liy  tlie  peopI« — a  power  which  wetiiul  liopet]  waa  nam  to  be  ox- 
UUted  on  th'a  lulQect  —  vt  have  l>ecn  dehaXad  in  two  attcmpta  to  Croats 
k  Baca]  agent.  .     .     Tlia  braaen-faced  aueition  is  then  uutde: 

"Twioo  havD  we,  with  the  ntmiKt  dilig«uce  and  dtiibgrativn,  raatnred  a 
irisaror  tli«coQcction,"  etc,  etc. 

•"At  thrt  headof  the  datJos  wlucli  retmun  for  thnwhig»to  perform  to- 
wvrdt  iheirooaotiTi  ttandscxmiipicuoiuilj-  and  pref^mim'titly  above  oil  otfaen: 
Pint,  a  leductian  of  the  i>xccuUTe  power,  b;  &  further  limitation  of  It* 
Ttto,  to  aa  to  flMnro  obodienea  lo  tho  public  will,  u  that  shall  be  evjtnaei 
hf  ibe  iuDii'dJata  teptOMntaUrea  of  Ihu  peoplu  and  thi;  »tatr«,  with  no 
other  eDntrol  tbaa  that  which  ii  indisp^iuable  to  avert  bapij  or  imoonsti- 
tatiooal  legiilatMii." 
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trtujgl^blindly  onibittered  at  their  own  powerleM  eMpramftC?. 
grasping  at  the  iwUail  domocralic  thunder  of  tlieir  o|ipa- 
ncnUi,  and  ptirvcrtiog  the  jirmclple  uf  resistancu  to  tliu  iiftur 
pations  of  the  executive  into  the  pnociplu  of  the  OAlaUi 
men t  of  the  omnipotence  of  congreaa. 

If  thiA  mail  entangled  aet  of  dancers  continued  to  niova 
with  theeame  rapidity'  for  over  three  years  more,  thej  wouti 
dance  pretty  ckiau  to  part/  uuurehy.  Bat  this  was  provi< 
for.  Guek  uf  tlje  poIitluIanK  stoud  the  people,  aud  tlis 
people  hj>'  no  nieati^  shared  tlie  excitement  of  tlie  politiriani. 
And  this  very  fact  oonLrihiitod  in&lerinlly  to  drive  iho  ex- 
citement  of  the  poIiticIariB  to  fever  heaL  Ttie  whign  u 
onljf  saw  theuiMlvto  deprived  of  Uie  hoped-for  fruits  of 
last  victorjr,  but  they  aleo  feared  for  tiie  existeiico  of  thci 
p«rtj.'  If  tliis  fear  were  not  an  oiiiply  phantom,  ibero 
only  oae  iiim^inable  I'cason  for  it:  the  whigb  acknowledgi* 
in  theii'  heitrle  ihut  Lliure  wiu  nut  an  "  iuiiueote  majurity 
the  people  "  who  wanted  a  bauk,  but  tliat  rather  an  iiidt 
once  hud  hcgou  to  prevail  in  relation  to  it  wiiich  did 
aeem  bo  permit  a  cumiug toother  anew  of  the  party,  at  leaiit 
ou  the  gruuml  of  this  qneatiou,  unloafi  tha  possi  hi  lity  alfunli 
by  tho  last  oloctioiiis  could  he  turned  to  account  So  far  as' 
it  depended  on  thv  hauk  queatioii,  auotJiur  and  inure  viuIotilj| 
final  (.ntastrophe  iu  party  affairs  was  not  probable,  b: 
it  wi\»  to  ho  expected  that  the  tvhig  party  would  be  atlan'ki 
by  coiiauniption.  iJut  if  the  whlgs  perialied  from  the  ab>' 
sencu  i)f  a  programtne,  the  day^  of  the  old  deniocrutic  party 
alMi  were  necessarily  numbered,  for  then  and  on  that 
count,  their  programme  aleo  would  have  lost  its  cnpaoity 
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'  Adain*  initcf,  a  few  iluyt  alter  tbe  fitai  nit«:  "TbwTilaJ 
ili  ta«ritabte  ooaNqneniMS  will  vUeAy  •ptoAnie  the  odmiaataalda  and 
tkepaityliy  iriiUiitiviufaroiigfatiD."    Heni-ol  J.  Q.  AtlaoM,  X,  p-  &33L    — 

And  heckMahii  report  of  Ibe  Wrister  oonimltaUon  with  the  cvpnaaH 

tmi«flibwnuliaMlli  with  tb«  word* :    ''Weal]  Ml  UiatUit  boor  fort 
requieiB  of  tfae  whig  portj  waa  at  hoiuL"    Ibid.,  XI,  p.  14. 
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political  aiituma  hod  to  ripoii  t!ie  fmita 
saiten-d  iu  iUc  troiiclios  during  the  iM-f^kiog  of 
tbe  ground.  Tliia  it  ii  which  makes  tJiu  uxtraordinary  aes- 
sion  of  oongre«s  io  tlie  sniaiuer  of  1841  tlic  beginniu^  of  tlis 
of  tlie  tliii'xl  great  period  in  the  iDternal  course  of  de- 
spmciit  of  llic  Uuion. 

Clay  did  not  want  to  adnut  now  that  the  wbiga  were  M- 
veruly  injiirud  bv  tlie  conflict  with  tlie  presideut,  or  he,  at 
luut,  ciidLuvured  to  coiiritice  hi*  frienda  of  tbe  cotitiar^',  that 
tbe^  might  not  be  diehearleued.  He  claimed,  imiiiediatelj 
after  the  adjotimment  of  congress,  th%t  the  caiiw  of  the  whigs 
waa  BtixjngBr  tJuin  ever.'  Tbe  results  of  the  fall  electioM 
badlj  flccoriled  with  this  hopeful,  joyoiia  new  of  tlie  slto- 
aUon.  Of  wren  ittuteft  which  had  roted  for  IlajHson  in  the 
itial  election,  tlie  dcinucrats  now  gained  five.'  The/ 
3ccd  at  tlw;'*ovcrwhelmingniu:tinn."'  But  Cla/  tried  to 
console  himself  and  others  by  saying  that  their  oj)pouentA 
had  not  become  sirrjiiger,  but  that  only  the  whigs  liad  re- 
maned avvay  from  tlio  ballot- boxes.' 

It  was  not  a  matter  of  iudiffereiice  in  what  way  the  whigs 
ncuouuted  to  tbeiudelvea  for  this  deTeat,  for  ou  this  it  moat 
have  ID  great  part  depended  whether  they  wonld  nse  gfeater 
moderation  henceforth  towardK  tlie  president,  or  become 
mora  sturdy  in  their  oppo^IUou  to  him.    Thei'e  was  uo  lack 

'"  lam.  gtratltmen,  ffwaUy  dfcmwd,  nirtwithntandinff  thr  afitaimAiBg 
ilnclaprueiita  recently  mtkdc,  if  tlio  wlii^  auiau  i.i  ni>t  alrona^t:  thnn  it  cm 
wtM."  Antwor  to  a  Irtter  of  inTiCstion.  to  Baltinum.  September  14,  ISII. 
Ktlea.  LSI,  p.  67. 

*lliul2«r'i  ipMch  at  Baleigh,  Nov.  13.  ViliW.  LXl,  \i.  219.  Indhma, 
Vcxmoat.  IVuacwee,  Alftbuaft,  Maine.    Ibid.,  p.  U3. 

*"  The;  [Uut  peopkj  lure  itristn  in  thn  niiu*^''^  of  thoir  HUiniirtb.  and 
Ike  leactioii  hu  been  OTeiwhelminK  bom  eaa  and  of  the  Union  to  tht 
««br."    C.  C.  Ov,  of  iUabamiL.     lbid.,i>- 219l 

'HtttaqAuM  thii  by  the  following:  '*Ananny  which  believes  iticU 
betraytyl  by  its  comisaodci-in-chicl  wiQ  nwcr  %hv  well  lutW  bim  or 
vhilo  tu> rwuaiiu  in  autfaanly."    Priv.  Cormp..  p.  4A'>. 
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of  caui^<?3  for  new  coUisicins.  There  wm  a  bud  prospect  of 
Cbe  fulfillment  of  tlic  diizxlin^  promisee  vrln'cli  tlic  parlr  liad 
made  in  the  electoral  campaign  of  1840.  The  finnncial  con- 
dition of  the  conntrv  %'as  &  sad  odo,  and  grew  ^aflder  every 
daj.  The  message  of  Jane  1, 1841,  informed  the  people 
that  the  year  vrould  probably  cloee  with  a  deBcit  of  over 
eleven  million  dollnrs.^  It  did  not,  however,  tpc&k  of  the 
proin!H?d  retrenchment  and  eiwing.  Bather  were  the  d«- 
niands  of  the  adminietration  largely  increased.  To  satisfy 
tlicse  "  wants,"  "  some  temixtrary  provision  "  vae  declared  to 
be  nec^^aSIlry  until  th«  excess  of  receipt*  which  was  certainly 
expected  Itiul  actually  act  in.  Congress  hwl,  in  what  was 
caeential,  adopted  the  views  of  the  adinini*! ration  on  tbeite 
qnestione,  and  atitliorized  a  loan  of  twelve  millions.' 

Whether  it  waa  jnstifiable,  or  even  neoessary,  under  Uio 
eircnmetanccs,  to  increase  the  bndgct  of  expenses  attd  U> 
procure  in  this  way  the  means  of  meeting  the  increaeed  de- 
mands, need  not  bo  examined  here.  .Certain  it  is  that  tbu 
people  liful  not  C5]>ecte(i  lhi»,  when  they  were  i>romi»ed  a 
rednction  of  millione  and  millions,  and  they  oould  acarodj 
find  words  to  exprcee  tJieir  moral  indignation  at  the  diraolata 
prodigality  of  Yan  6ureii*9  admiDistrafion.  Much  as  vas 
made  of  tlieee  asEumed  obligations,  it  was  not  possible  to 
shift  everything  on  to  tliem.  If  tho  whigs  had  not  gireo 
them»elvea  up  to  the  belief  that  the  masaes  would  soou  r^ 
proach  thcni  with  having  L-d  tlio  people  oat  of  the  frjlbf* 
pan  into  the  fire,  tliey  must  have  been,  with  tlic  preeideat| 
very  firmly  i«n*-inoed  that  Ihoy  had  to  do  with  only  a  rmy 
transitory  difticulty.  Tliey  really  seemed  to  Wof  this  opinion, 
since  tbey  did  nut  hesitate  to  give  away  even  what  tliev  slill 
had,  without  any  external  compulsory  oeoesaitj.  A  taw  of 
September  4,  1S41,  ordered  the  division  of  the  net  pradnet 

'Stnhmn.'i  Mm..  H,  p.  1^48, 

■Uwof  JdlfZI.  1641;  Suri.  St  L.,  r,  p.  438. 
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[hi  the  proceeds  of  tbc  sales  of  the  public  lands  amoug  tho 
etates.' 

Pcoi)Ic  had  boeo  divided  for  years  on  tbc  qocstion,  whether 
rho  gorernmcDt  of  tho  Union  liad  the  right  to  make  ench  a 
dispositiou  of  thcso  procet.'ds.  The  whigs,  who  took  the  af- 
Hrmarivc  of  the  qocstion,  relied  on  the  principle  that  the 
|>nblic  lands  vcre  the  property  in  cotnmon  of  the  states,  and 
they  claimed  besides  that  the  supreme  cottrt  of  the  United 
States,  in  tho  «wo  of  Jackson  vs.  Clark,  hnd  ileuided  thecon- 
troversy  in  their  favor.  This  lust,  however,  they  would 
•earcely  have  literally  nnderatood.  This  question  was  not 
before  the  court  at  all,  and  in  the  opinion  there  occurred  only 
one  Bentencc  which  eccnied  to  recognize  tho  %*iew  of  the  wliigs 
in  relation  to  the  lands  cwied  by  Virginia  as  the  correct  one.' 
What  wnx  tme  of  these  was  by  no  means  necessarily  true  of  tho 
terrirory  ceded  by  the  other  states,  since  the  words  of  thoVir- 
g^oin  ceding  original  doouraent,on  which  the  supreme  court  of 
tlie  Unit4xl  States  relied,  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  others. 
Moreorer,  the  Union  had  not,  by  any  means,  acquired  all  the 
pablic  lands  by  eesf  ions  of  the  eeparate  etatee,  but  the  greater 
jwrt  of  them  had  been  purchased.    There  was,  therefore,  noC 

■  Stat  ftt  Ll,  V.  pp.  4&l-U$. 

*"^Cbe  rautlue  of  tho  laad«  ok  a!<1e(l  to  tlie  United  State*,  for  Ui8  benefit 
tb0  nid  siatef,  '  to  be  oomidt^rcd  ns  a  common  fund  for  tht>  lua  uid 
lefit  tS  sucli  of  the  t'niteil  Stutew  an  have  ba»)mc.  oi  tJialJ  become  mem- 
ben  oC  tha  oonfederatioa  or  fcdvnil  nlliance  of  thE>  mid  itotM,  Vir^nia  in* 
dnsivv,  aecopdiDg  to  their  usual  I«ape^-Ure  proportioiM  in  th4  gvnenl 
charx«  ood  exponditun?;  adiI  nhikil  W  f;iitbrtilly  tuid  boiia  Jlie  ditpo«ed  of 
iar  that  parpow,  and  for  no  nthor  uio  or  purpoio  whdtoyor.'  The  ((overa- 
nent  of  tite  United  State*  then  received  this  territory  iu  Iniftt,  not  only  for 
the  Tti^nia  tioopa  on  the  oontinimtal  ettabtiahment,  btit  alao  for  thi>  uea 
aod  benefitof  the  raeiubcn  of  the  Mnfedomtaon."  Pot«n'  Rep.,  I.  pp. 
«U.  835;  Corli*.  VII,  pp.  Tffl,  7M.  rallioiin.  in  opporilion  to  this  view. 
cmplio^Md  the  word*  "  oommon  fntiii,"  and  called  nttntion  also  to  ths 
fact  that  the ooKton  took  pinoc  under  thn  aitidcs  of  oonfedetatioo.  and 
that.  tb«te(br».  not  a  divvioa  but  only  a  vjping  out  of  the  quota  of  tfaa 
tuatioaof  theitat«waacontemplat«<I.    Works,  IU,  pp.  562-£(S. 
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I  judicial  deciaion, 


even  a  judicial  dictum,  to  aajr  nothing 
in  opposition  to  the  democratic  vio\f,tliat  tbo  pabUc  land* 
wore  the  properly  uf  tiie  stat«8  io  the  o^KgiAc,  But,  on  the 
ottier  haud,  the  uDconsiitutiuuiility  of  tlia  kw  of  tho  Ith  of 
Septeuiber  did  not  at  all  follow  diroctlj  from  thJd  us^ump- 
tioiL  Wlien  the  democrats  uid  th&t  the  Federal  govornincDt 
van  not  cmpovrei-ed  to  impose  tiixes  on  the  people,  in  order 
(odivide their  proccode among  the  atat«*,they  may  liaveboon 
ri^it;  hut  the  &a^e  uf  the  public  landa  was  no  Uix.  U  n-list 
they  brought  in  was  divided,  the  taxes  would  certainly  tiav. 
to  be  higher,  by  the  same  amoaDt,  than  would  have  be«aj 
otherwise  utHie^sary.  The  division  was,  therelore,  porh«j 
impolitic  and  unwftrraut«d,  but  that  did  not  prove  its  qdoou- 
Btitutionidtty.  The  o!d  principle,  tliat  the  Federal  go\*em^ 
ment  could  not  do  iadlrectly  what  it  had  no  autluirity  to  da 
directly,  tlius  absolutely  atatej,  was,  iu  this  com,  as  litClo  ap- 
plicable ai  iu  motit  other  oaaee.  This  wag  a  tiling  uf  urery 
day  occurrence,  uid  it  conld  not  be  otherwise  than  that  it 
should  occur  couatautly.  If  coagrew  could  pasa  only  such 
laws  03  could  uot  possibly  draw  after  them  indiroctly  any 
omiaeqtieuce  to  produce  which  directly  it  liad  no  right,  oou- 
gtess  could  make  no  \av6  whatever. 

No  ctirtoiu  aasvrer  to  the  above  l^al  queatioD  ouold  be 
found  in  the  cuaauiutiou,  for  the  roaaou  that  the  rmuiojs  nt 
the  constitution  liatl  not  contemplated  the  poAKibility  lluU 
such  a  question  could  ever  arise.  Bccourse  had,  therefon^ 
to  he  liad  to  a  long  series  of  more  or  luss  aesailablu  dixluc- 
tiona,  and  the  result  depended  oa  ibe  starting  point,  for 
whicti  any  clause  of  the  coostitiition  might  be  choMm  at 
pleaenra  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  equally  aetata 
and  equally  honest  men  came  to  directly  op{>o3ite  condu- 
aioas.  Bat,  on  the  other  Itand,  it  is  surpri«iag  to  s«e  die 
statee-righters  defend  the  national  principle  id  this  <ontn»- 
veray.    But  the  explanation  o{  this,  it  is  not  bard  to  find 
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"BErcDu-now.*' 


The  old  contrast  between  ibu  economic  piilic/  of  tlie  two 
ixutics  had  found  a  new  eaepressiou  hero.  Revenue  tariif 
and  protective  duties  were  eoiifroRled,  one  witli  tlie  otiier,* 
for  the  minut  caiiwxl  b;  tlte  distribntion  of  tlm  net  pi-o- 
uoedd  frum  the  public  lands  hail  to  bo  oororcd  bv  a  cor> 
rmponding  j>lu9  in  the  prooeeds  of  the  taitefl.  Theee^  boW' 
Qver»  wtire  uot  tlio  only  consiJuraUoiis.  Fi-cciaely  at  tlilft 
moment,  forced  upjiCbrcd  in  tho  furcgroiind  ^^'Uid.l  wore  iQ> 
deed  calculated  to  make  the  patriot  witU  alarm,  and  the 
<tate<niaji  with  anxious  doubt,  weigh  tho  n.-U60US  fur  oad 
against,  with  tlie  utmost  care. 

The  aftor-effect£  of  the  crisis  of  1S37  and  1S39  hod  not 
,VBt  dtaappGAred,  aad,  in  one  respeot,  the/  h&d  now  onlj' 
raachtid  their  culminating  point  Sereral  of  (he  states  wore 
oo  the  voi'ge  of  banltniptcy,  or  were  already  bankrupt,  and 
aamc  of  them  wci-o  preparing  to  wipe:  out  the  &corv&  against 
tbein  wiUi  the  sponge.'  Missig&ippi  could  booatuf  having 
led  the  way  in  this  direction.'  The  word  "  repudiation  "  waa 
first  used  by  Qovonior  McKutt  in  his  mcssa^  of  January, 
1841.  The  legal  pretext  for  bis  recommendatlun,  he  found 
in  tlie  fact  that  tiic  commiealonera  of  the  Minsissippi  Union 

ik  bad  sold  five  raillione  worth  of  bonds,  without  reck- 
the  accrued  inlcreBt,  to  Nicholas  Blddle,  on  the  ISth 
of  August,  18S8,  while  they  were  autliorized  to  sell  tliem 
ooly  at  par.*     The  legislature  did  not  ahare  the  governor's 

'See  ColhQun'a  ificccfaof  tho  bUi  of  Fcbmoij.  ISIO,  Worki,  UI.  pp.  i07- 
»». 

*WiD.  OMt  Johnson  estimated,  Moorduir  to  tbe  Muraai  «i;e8mble  to 
bin,  thft  amount  ol  tii^  tMf  debta  on  the  2Mb  of  Jnne.  1S42.  at  •135,- 
'lK,-n9.  But  be  himself  }ircduc«.  pmaf  that  thv  rnU  unotuit  wai  oooBid- 
amblr  bigherataL    Niln,  LXIT.  p,  199. 

*Tho  fi([arai  fai  tiie  text  are.  wheie  oLher  aoiiroea  are  not  Cittid,  tskes 
Eroni  Ui«  exc^llitnt  ortldo  in  the  Jaaou;,  IHK,  aumbar  «f  tlie  Sotih 
Aowncan  Rcrivir. 

*8i»  UcXitU  a  joatiSciilioa  of  bit  rtaa^Kunt  ai  a^iaat  Hope  ft  Co.,  of 
AnutenUui,  Hiuurd  U.  tJL  ConmietoiAl  aad  Btaliitical  Eugiatar,  Aggua^ 
1841,  wL  V,  pp.  97.98. 
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viewg.  But  the  state  constitution  prorided  that  a  loan  for 
the  pav:nent  of  debts  sliould  be  made  onlj  when  it  vnw  re- 
so)vc«l  on  by  two  IcgisUtiiree  in  aitcoeggioo.  McN'utt,  there- 
forc»  rciie^red  his  dcmnnd  in  his  mes^Age  of  Jnniiarj,  1&4S,* 
and  this  lime  the  le^'islntnre  a<;reed  with  him.' 

Kext  to  Mississippi,  it  fared  ivor&t  with  Miohigao,  whioh 
also  repndiated  a  portion  of  its  debt  whoa  the  Banir  of  Peon- 
B^-lvuitia  and  LUu  Morrie  Canal  and  Banking  Company  eol- 
hipsetl.  Louisiana  also  allowed  it^df  to  pa8s  somow}uit  da- 
bions  laws  in  relation  to  a  jiart  of  it«  debt.  In  PcnnaylraniSf 
the  laws  were,  perhaps,  n  little  less  ol>jeetionable,  bat  the 
state  did  not  pa^.  Indiana  and  lltinois  conld  allege,  as  an 
excuse,  that,  in  tho  real  sense  of  the  word,  they  conld  not  pay.' 

Tlie  »igniticnoce  of  these  fncts  for  tlie  wliele  Uolon  vm 
not  ignored.  A  greater  poblie  calamity  Imd  nerer  before 
fallen  on  tlie  conntry.  How  great  the  check  which  its  eeo- 
nomio  development  would  have  to  Buffer  would  tie^  if  it  wera 
heiieeforih  to  be  deprived  of  tho  money  of  Enropie,  it  xm 
impossible  to  calcninte.  And  had  not  European  capitalEstA 
to  bcgJD  now  to  look  upon  the  United  Slates  as  the  Uou*» 
doii  oiitof  which  do  track  was  to  be  fuundt  And  thi«  WM 
by  far  the  sniallest  matter.  The  honor  of  the  nation 
stake,  and  if  it  were  lost,  not  a  fig  leaf  conld  have  been  foi 
anywhere  which  vonld  have  covered  its  aakednest,  ona 
where  it  was  meet  ttrgont]y  noodcd.    How  loudly  had  it 


■Niln,  LXl,  P.S3e. 

■Thu Union  Bank  itj^lf  liad  uked Cbfliles  Scott  faraprD&friuaal  I 
8wUut  opioioo  in  BaxAti,  I.  c,  S«pt..  I^l.  V,  pp,  I2$-1S1.    Iti 
with  the  worda:  ''In  ereiT  aspect  b  irUcb  1  an  eapkbteof 
gnkvc  and  iraportant  qwction,  I  ud  fu%  eoBTiBOod  that  Uw  Male  It  j 
anr,  politically  awl  logalljr  bound  to  disdiaigo  her  booJa aad  ndoan  Ikt 
piloted  faith." 

*  U,iiim&  hod  71X1,000  inbabitanta  and  a  d»l>t  of  (13,000,000;  UIokh 
had  a  population  o(  onlj  609.000,  and  a  bttrthon  ai  ddlit  joat  aa  smtt  m 
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baaii  aXw»ji  boasted  tlmt  uo  oountrj  on  earth  had  been  more 
richly  blessed  by  nature,  and  what  diizzliiig  proof  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  fuscrtiuu  each  day  liiul  produced!    To  talk 
of  a  pormaueat  iiiabiUty,  therefore,  to  redeem  tlie  obHgnUonti 
entered  into,  was  to  add  bold  iri&ult  to  injury.    And  what 
Iwaidcs  the  old  saying  of  Washin^n  could  the  Uoitcd  Stataa 
adduce  iu  tliorr  behnJf:  "Wo  are  one  nation  to-day  and  to- 
morrow thirteen."    Did  not  the  nation,  therefore,  constantly 
ron  the  risk  that  European  etatce  mi^ht,  on  e^ery  occasion, 
ioqiiire,  wlictlicr  the  representatives  of  the  Union  were  ac- 
credited "only"  by  the  government  of  the  Union,  or  by  all 
thfl  separate  states.    The  croditors  dnninndcd  of  the  Federal 
government  that  itshould  Iwlp  them  to  get  their  ri^tits.     As 
early  as  tbo  summer  of  1839,  Webster,  during  liis  sojourn  iu 
England,  wait  asked  what  wais  to  be  expected  iu  this  regard. 
an  like  Adams  wei-o  of  the  conviction  that  the  Federal 
>'rermnetit  would  bo  not  only  justified  in  compclHag  the 
statu  through  the  courts  to  meet  their  obh'g&tioiis,but  thatit 
woiitdbeiUiduty  to  do  so.     Others  asked  themselves  whether, 
in  acoordnncc  with  the  wisIieH  ut  (lie  creditors,  it  should  nut 
be  resolved  that  the  Union  should  asiiiimo  the  debts  of  the 
stAtea,     There  were  only  n  few,  liowever,  who  considered  this 
possible.     In  tliis  way,  not  unty  would  the  oppositioa  of 
tliose  who  preferred  dishonor  to  payojcnt  and  of  those  who 
had  always  ouiisiderod  that  great  pohtictd  feat  of  Hamilton 
nn  ominous  breiteh  of  the  constitution  be  uwused.     Many 
whoeiiLertatned  noduubiof  the  authority,  and  who  perfectly 
appreciated  tlie  sahitary  conieijuonoesot  the  funding  act  and 
assutuptiou  hill,  were  decidedly  opposed  to  cutting  the  knot 
in  this  wny  now.    They  looked  upon  it  as  the  oUbriog  of  a 
premium  for  the  most  careless  and  most  noBcrnpulons  man- 
agement by  ihefetatt-a  which  were  oatirely  removed  from  the 
control  of  the  Federal  government,  and  vvhicli  no  one  wished 
to  briog  under  the  control  of  the  fedeiBl  antliorltiefi.     A 
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constantly  increasiog  majority  of  the  people  becnino  entirely 
clear  ill  tticir  o^'n  minda  o£  thiii  oiio  tiling,  that  tliu  honor  at 
tile  nation  Iiad  to  be  sived,  otid  it  cninc  to  bo  more  and  toere 
ooofidently  expected  tliat  tlio  Force  ot  public  opiuiori  would 
prove  atronn;  enough  to  Icn/l  ti\e  guilty  Rtates  bock  to  tiiG 
potli  of  duty.  Bat  Qua  cuufideucc  waa  uot  to  be  m  downy 
pillow  of  reet.  Ken  betbouglit  tlieniaelves  of  means  to  fadl> 
itate  tlio  1-ctiim,  and  many  boliovod  they  hud  found  »uch  » 
means  in  the  public  lands.  Tliere  were  »oiue  all  tlie  rauru 
in  favor  of  eeeing  titem  ttius  applied,  because  they  wnt^idured 
a  return  to  a  hcilthy  manageiiieiii  of  the  finances  Mtiroely 
possible  so  lung  aa  Ibid  item  which  varied  between  &uch  wide 
limits  was  not  taken  oat  of  the  federal  budget  The  creditors 
ga\'e  it  to  he  nnderetood  in  tlie  most  undoubteil  nianoer  tlial 
tfaey  would  look  npoQ  it  with  lively  satiftTaction  if  tlieir  caoso 
w»  suppnrti^d  in  tliifi  tndirBcC  way,  far  aa  it  was  removed 
from  a  real  giiaraoty.'  But  preoisely  their  strenuous  efforts 
to  carry  the  meosare  afforded  tbe  oppouenls  of  the  distribs- 
iion  a  new  gronnd  for  opposition.  Benton  and  otlien  d&- 
daitned  witli  forced  potJiofl  agiUDSt  tbe  disgraceful  Bocne  of 
foreigners  in  the  galleries  cxerciaing  an  intluenca  on  tbe 
legUlation  o£  the  country.  Tliat  thcee  foreij^era  had  cxuno 
after  their  clear  rights  wait  forgotten  by  tlie  severely  moral 
Mia^oarian,  who  liked  to  say  of  himself:    "  I  am  as  proud  w 

'  BcntoD.  in  the  waaaAe,  rakt  tbe  fioUowinv  MatcBOM  Emm  a  n««ip«p«r 
uticte:  "  At  tbe  counmooneat  ot  IIh  Maiion  almosb  every  tcaaga  Iioqm 
Ind  a  t^trMmtatiM  txte.  Wilaon,  Pataoet,  CrjAtt,  BattA,  Vnahtk, 
Bope,  Jaudon.  and  a  bott  of  otheis.  came  over  on  raiWxD  pRteaMi;  all 
ireraia  ottaidanae  at  WaibingtOD.an^IalleD^kiB^taforwaid  Ur  pro|— ri 
meaaitrea.  Tw  Inail  bQl  ■mm  to  giro  them  tfare«  miUioiM  par  aoaiUB  ham 
Ifae  paWie  tmtaay.  or  thiit;  milUoDi  ta  tni  you*.  tioA  to  laiN  ibfl  valM 
«f  tbo  ttock  at  ItwA  Uiir^  milUOM  uort.  Th*  >«v«iiiia  bill  wsm  to  lun 
nvpbed  tbe  dcflcteni^  in  tbe  inanay.  Hie  loaa  UU  wu  to  havo  faata 
tite  buis  of  aa  iaoniM  of  impoitntaom  and  of  excbango  operatiau;  Md 
ttw  new  book  wai  tbs  imbnaent  of  paMuf  tba  wbola  ia  op^tlna  " 
TlurtT  Teats'  Tiew.  U,  p.  'US. 
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kllDtuan  Senntor."  But  there  were  poopk  enough  wlto  lent 
'nn  ear  to  every  reason  ndranced.  The  old  oonstitutiooal 
scrnplcs'  sUll  preponderated  with  those  who  needed  asaiet' 
ance  most.  Otiicrs  were  of  opinion  Uiat  the  Federal  gorau- 
tnont  stionld  not  ni»h  to  tlio  nii«i8tancu  of  the  states  bo  long 
as  it  coidd  not  provide  better  for  its  own  wants.  Lfutly, 
&eie  were  others  who  tLought  that  this  o&siiitiince  wonid 

>iM»tc  like  a  weak  jet  of  water,  which  onlyadda  to  the  gk>w- 

itg  hcM  of  a  great  Jtro;  that  the  nicnns  ofFitral  the  states  to 

Sghtcn  tlieir  bnTlhcnswere  not  worth  talking  about,'  and  the 

Dt  that  the  genera!  government  rushed  to  theirn8*i8lancem 
the  case  of  need  brought  on  them  hy  their  own  fault,  mlglit 
very  GRsily  make  them  oidy  all  the  more  hiirdened  in  tlieir 
Bins.  All  these  different  olemente,  taktn  togetlier,  were  pow- 
erful cnotigh  to  prevent  the  passago  of  the  "  distribution 
bill."  If  it  were  to  be  carried,  it  waii  necessary  to  find  sottio 
ooinponsatioD  which  might  helpasnfficiCQt  number  of  mem- 
bereof  congress  out  of  their  tears.  The  parliamentary  Jew's 
traffic  wttli  which  a  beginiiiug  that  promised  much  had  been 
mado,'attaiacd,  in  cousoquence  of  this,  to  an  extraordioarily 
floorUbing  atutc,  during  tlie  summer  eeseion  of  1641. 


^  Beaton  mar  Mi^  ■»  fta  example  to  ahow  how  £itr  tbno  frwe  earned. 
He  Bxcbiinui;    "  It  is  not  a  com  of  raunii<)pn>tauilins  tho  nontilitution,  bat 
ol  aaaolt and  battery— of  auum  and  laonler — of  liomlcide  and  BHUn- 
nktioa—  coDHnittcd  upon  it."    tbid.,  II,  p.  Mi. 
^m  'See  WoorfbniT*  Writ,  I,  p.  '207. 

^H  *  IWIit  daimed  tliul  it  woa  st  fint  contemptnted  to  hnvo  Ac  biD  on  the 
^l^lition  of  tbe  "independmt  ttraaury ''  gigned  by  the  pmndent  on  ibp 
^^feh  of  July,  becaote  Van  Bima  hg^  sigut'tl  tlic  bill  catubliiihiac  it  on 
^^knt  daj'.  But,  in  ajtacqumcc  of  th<?  rrport;  tliat  thp  bill  would  not  V 
^^pprcrved,  ttl  ptumgo  wai  delayed  in  arder  hy  nil  iiii>iui«  to  bring  a  prm- 
tute  U)  bear  on  lyier.  Hwassiiiit  that  iim*  pmliMl  throiiKh  at  thr  rigbt 
iihg  atetOBof  tfan  "pmicna  question."  "and  tlivn  we  tword  tlie 
ulting  07.  *wc  tiBTC  the  pmidcnt  fastened  aow;  ho  cannot  veto  tlie 
nk  lifil  and  ago  llie  repeal  of  Uie  Rnb-tirtuinT;  that  will  leare  the  pub* 
1  mOBts  BBder  hii  ooBtnl,  and  we  will  chiu;g«  him  with  bamag  in  tiow 
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Beaton  relates  tluit  there  were  in  the  United  States  at  Ui« 
time  100,000  bankrapt  bofiineed  men  wlmiieotiga^ugiu  tnidti 
once  more  was  pawi  ble  only  on  oondi  tioii  that  a  law  waa  ]uisaed 
frcmng  tliotn  frutu  tlieir  hiirtticu  of  debt  Not  onlj,  lu  he 
eaid,  did  the  number  of  the&e  unfortunates  make  them  a 
power,'  but  a  calamity,  which,  in  thu  piiblie  interest,  should 
be  relieved  if  possible.  It  enggcsted  iCself  readily  to  en- 
deavor to  accomplish  this  by  having  congrew  make  tue  of 
tliu  power  it  poefiCAsed  to  paM  a  general  bankrupt  Uvr. 
"Weheter  was  determined,  in  the  firet  place,  by  tlus  consider- 
ation of  the  public  inturuit  in  relation  to  the  extraordinary 
neccGfiity,  when  Im  introdnccd  a  bankrupt  bill  iu  the  senule 
on  the  first  of  April,  1340.'    In  gnick  eucceasion,  a  laige 

thnt  ol).ied.'  TTvU,  sir.  Uia  bonk  liill  bat  been  nt«ed.  and  the  itmlt  b  m 
anttdpatod.  Xaa  now  tnllc  nbMit ' tmion  of  pune  and  wwarA,' dtdtin 
about  monarehiail  powera,  and  occow  tlie  pteculeat  of  beins  the  OOM  of 
■  state  of  things  which  yoar  li!gi>latioo  produced  and  puipmDlj  aintd  eL" 
NOoi,  LXJ.  pp.  64,  95. 

'Thirtr  Twm"  View.  11,  p.  234. 

■ "  I  am  frea  to  confeM  tar  leadtiv  object  to  be.  to  rcli«ve  tboM  who  an 
»t  inewnl  baulcnipts,  kapelea  lanknipU.  and  who  cannot  be  tliadiarred 
or  eet  fm  but  bf  u  bankrupt  act  puwd  tagr  ooqgraN.  I  «oiite«  tfaat  tkar 
ease  forou  thi>  gmat  niotiroofciycandiict.  It  Ib  tfanr  cue  which  ha* cn- 
ated  the  gmptol  aj  for  tha  msagtue.  Not  (hat  tAcir  intereit  it  oppoiM 
to  th«  ist«n«t  of  auditors:  still  lee  that  it  u  oppoaed  to  the  Rcons]  iFood 
of  the  ooontij.  On  tbe  contraiy.  I  beliere  thai  the  int4itat  of  cnditon 
voald  b*  grcoUr  btowfited  mn  hf  a  system  of  rolnatacy  banhnptaf 
alona,  nod  I  am  quite  oonfidcnt  diai  tha  pubUe  (rood  voold  be  eniinentljr 
promotMl.  In  tny  judgisrai,  oil  intnnit*  concur."  WcbfL '•  Worisu  V. 
|i.  IS.  "  And  belwoen  this  wont  of  power  in  Um  atatai  aad  waal  at  will 
in  eongten.  onfortunAtfl  inacQTenbi  are  left  to  bopete«  bondage.  Tban 
aro  pt«b*b1y  oao  or  two  bundled  thouMod  debtora,  booeat.  tober  and  ia- 
doitnoaa,  who  <Ikv  oiit  livM  iwlvn  to  IhetuGlrci,  nsetea  to  tbut  tutu- 
liea,  and  OBdms  lo  Uwir  ooontiy,  for  no  icbmb  bat  that  they  cannot  b* 
lagallr  dirahacgedftmn  debt*  in  whicli  mlafortunea  hare  involTCd  Ihesi. 
aiul  which  there  b  no  poenbility  of  Ibeirenrpayi&f;.  .  .  .  Their  powr 
of  oaroia^  ii,  in  truth,  taken  nwaj,  their  facnlljr  of  oMful  ■nplorouti' 
poialried.  and  hope  iImU  extinBUtahed."    lUd.,  p.  31). 
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number  of  other  bills  on  tlic  »ime  subject  was  iiitrodacod, 
atnJ  for  eomu  time  tliia  question  occupiwi  a  rory  protninrnt 
I'lace,  Lyth  In  toiif-n.-ss  iirul  out  of  it  But  tbe  longer  it  waa 
iliseUBSCd,  the  more  iin|>robablt:  it  wemeu  tb«t  it  would  be 
ecttled  in  tlit  manner  desii-etl  bj*  Webster.  Niirrow-licMrUxI 
individual  interest  and  conatilutiona!  doctrinarian! sin  com- 
bined In  bitter  opponition.  Callioun  admitted  tlmt  be  wa» 
it  first  in  favor  oE  the  contemplated  rncasuro,'  but  that  closer 
>n«deration  had  convineed  liini  ot  :ib  uncoiiatitutJonalitj', 
^l>eoausc,  in  tlic  TOUHtitiUional  clause  in  question,  the  word 
"  lankrupt "  aliould  not  bo  understood  in  tlio  broader  sense 
}t  every  daj  I»iignng«,  but  in  the  naiTOwer  technical  Beuse. 
Itifl  oonclusian  bo  uHlnrHJly  found  in  t)ie  {general  state's- 
rights  principle,  which  in  every  case  of  doubtful  interpreta- 
tion required  the  one  least  favorsble  to  tbe  federal  jiower  to  be 
prcferreti,'  Others,  like  Benton,  adopted  the  view  that  tbe 
word  "bankrupt"  did  not  mean  simple  insolvency,  and  trem- 
bled witli  indignation  at  the  proposition  to  wipe  out  the  entire 
ebt,  under  any  eirf^nmslunces  whatever,  without  tbe  free 
:)i)sent  of  tbe  creditors,  if  tim  debtor  fiurrendercd  all  bis 
property  to  lliem*  The  capitalidt*  of  the  eastern  fitatoa  did 
^Biot  want  toftUiiw  their  western  debtnra  to  he  tnki-n  out  of 
^Hieir  hands,  while  the  biird-prertsed  western  bniiks  violently 
^pppoeed  tbe  law  which  would  have  been  very  acceptable  to 
"the  firmer  and  «ifcr  banks  of  tUo  caalorn  itatcs.* 

•Otib.'8\VoTls,llI.  p.  r>oa. 

*  "  Our  bill  .  .  .  i«mmitto<I  the  most  dftHng  leginluti  ve  oiitTncro  upon 
lie  Bgfata  of  jffopOTty  which  Uio  worlil  ever  beheld."  Thirty  Tenre'  View. 
[,p.S4U. 

*0t  tii«  five  huDdfcd  and  thirtT-ei|j;fab  lunks  in  tbe  New  Enslnnil  ntntoi 
Mlj  Jfew  York,  ootf  Mven  liiul  »ti>r<'nilc(I  pajmente  aHa  Oi6  haaks  of 
Rbodtt  lubuul  had  reauuwd  them  Benin.  Of  tho  four  hundred  and  twen^- 
DBB  yiMUrn  wid  Katfaorn  bonka,  on  the  otlier  hud,  tluro  hnndnd  and 
tb^-a'ght  huf)  rithiT  entirelf  or  in  part  auspnidcd  poymciiL     Cftlb-'i 

roEki^  UI,  ^  »22. 
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Agaiuiit  thisopposttioti,  hrouglit  together  lij  so  many  dif- 
ferent motiveci,n  cunlition  of  Ltiu  £riuu(Uuf  tlie  l«ukni]tt  b<U 
and  the  diistribution  bill,  under  the  leaijerehip  of  Senator 
'Witlkor,  of  Missi&atppi,  wm  formed.  In  tlio  Heiiale,  thcrv 
waa  a  majorily  in  favor  of  the  bankrupt  bill  but  not  of  tlic 
dibtribiiUuii  bill,  mid  in  t]iu  bniiMi  the  very  rci-crM:  wua  tlio 
case.  Kitisifisippi  hud  the  grefttest  interest  in  the  former, 
and  itti  up|Hji§iti(>n  to  tlie  liitlcr  vvaa  caused,  not  bv  its  intcrcil, 
but  by  the  cotiatitiitiuiml  doclrities  ut  the  party.  Walker 
wiu,  tliertfore,  ready  to  support  tlra  distribution  bill,  piu- 
vided  he  g^it  Iho  hnnknipt  bill  in  conifiduration  of  Iits  rap- 
port, and  tbe  proposition  met  with  Bufiicienl  favor  in  both 
bonces  of  ooagresa  to  close  the  Imde.' 

Thus,  then,  the  wings  bad  happily  carried  all  their  grtat 
meeaurcs,  in  the  ^traordinary  scseinn.  Nothing  hud  oil- 
lapeed  but  tbe  cron'utDg  dome  of  the  n-hole  etriicture —  the 
honk  bill.  To  this  circumBtance  they  ascribed  the  fact  that 
the  rwMiomic  condition  of  the  onuntry,  and  especially  its 
financial  condition,  hod  not  becouie  better,  but  worse,  vben 
congi%ss  met  again  at  tlie  clow  of  tlic  year.  All  tbc  baklnesa 
life  of  tbe  country  was  proitraled.'  It  frequently  happened 
that  tbe  ti-easary  conld  not  pay  the  fediiral  otiicere,  nur  men 
tbe  array  and  navy.*  'Hie  federal  debt  bad  inerensed  from 
the  let  of  January,  1S41,  tu  the  lat  of  January,  18-13,  from 


'  Por  the  dvtaO*,  ■««  Tbirty  Yean'  View.  1  [,  pp.  231-233. 

* "  All  the  ipvat  utecwtt  of  tbe  oMiitr;  an  oan  in  an  eiliwiiriy  dt- 
piWMd  ooodilion  — «T«fy  bntadi  of  iaduntij  m  jAxtdjtad  "  R«pt»i  of  Uw 
Bomb  Committee  on  Maaufwlnnn.  March  81,  l&ie.    Niks,  LSI  I.  p.  107. 

■ "  Sian  thai  [iwiod  [th«  extnoidinu}'  tmkmi),  the  per  of  tfae  annj.lh* 
aa>f7  axl  t^  ^'^  ^t*  htt'^e  heta  f rtqntalljr  MHpendcd,  fiota  tin  stfar 
dwMlotiOB  of  the  InaBUiT.  .  .  .  Tnmjiy  nota  o(  ipyremmmt  fam 
dcpneiatocL  and  bean  Rtonwd  b;  til*  otady  pablie  cnditor  under  pcotMt 
Etcij  AenoB  tamtaiBlfac  nnldngaeditof  tfaBgoTCauotnttiliovtoCadi- 
nGt  (ax,  baa  teUed,  and  tha*  at  a  period  when  oar  Corrifn  fdaCkma ' 
«iniaeaU7  parKoriocu."    Qilmcr'*  U^jorit;  [lepoii    Ibid.,  p.  UOl 
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1.737,398  to  $15,028,486.'    Tlie  credit  of  the  Union  was 
|«rhftken  tosnoh  nn  extent  thntof  tlioemall  Io«n  of  twcU-omill- 
[ionaaiitliorizwibvtlie  law  oE  tlieSUl  of  .Tnlj,  1841,  notqaile 
liftlf  could  be  efTwtcd  up  to  tho  cIopo  of  tlic  y«ir.'     But 
lii«  HdmiriTfitratioti  did  not  feel  vnlled  upon  even  to  endeavor 
Kto  efFeet  a  reduction  of  expenses.*     It  eetiinntcd  tlic  Avnilftble 
Breocipt?  for  the  year  184S  nt  $18,fiT3,440,  nnd  t)ie  (•xpen^ei'  nt 
BS39,T91,i>10,  BO  lliiit  a  dellcit  of  SU,:^IS,5T0  had  to  Iki  pro- 
*'ide«l  for.*    But  in  the  near  finiin\  no  iaerease,  but,  on  t]ie 
contrary,  a  considemlde  decrpnse  of  tl»e  revenues  wne  ex- 
pected, einoG,  aeearding  to  the  ooinpromiee  law  of  tlie  3d  of 
Harcli.  1833,  the  last  reduction  of  duties  hod  to  be  effected, 
and  tbc  "  liorizontnl  tariff '^  of  twen^  per  cent,  to  come  into 
force. 

^It  was,  therefore,  evidently  high  time  to  pnt  n  stop  to  thu 
nlcing  deeper  and  doepor  in  the  slongli.     All  were  agreed 
tat  reeoiirsie  nhnnld  not  be  bad  to  a  direct  tax.     All  other 
means  had  failed,  or  were  only  pftilintiveg,  by  means  of  which 
the  country  had  been  enabled  tl^  live  along  fn>m  diiy  to  day, 
dragjpng  out »  miserable  e-ii^tcnco.    There  eeenieii,  iheretore, 
to  be  only  one  mean»  whioli    proiniiied  retlemption  —  the 
throwing  overboard  of  the  oomproniise  law  of  March  2.  1^85, 
If  the  duties  were  not  lowered,  but  increased,  it  was  thought 
that  not  only  the  necessary  income  might  be  provided  for 
the  administration,  but  that  n«w  life  might  be  infu&od  into 
^lie  ilagnant  ioduBtries  of  tho  country. 
H   Tyler  \i«A,  in  hla  firat  message  of  the  1st  of  Jnne,  1841, 
^BODtested  the  assertion  that  the  circiunBtancee  woald  warrant 

^B  *8aiDner.  HwUn?  of  Atnivican  Ciirn<iicy,  p.  1K>. 

H^'Bcpottof  tlwS«cR(arr«f  IhAlWa-ui?  ofthe  2(Hli  of  Iteomber,  IMl. 

^Qat.  LXI,  p.  27&. 

*lii  the  Report  oltfwSeaotiuy  ttf  tho  Ttwwiiry,  of  Mn.79. 1B42,  wemwi; 
'Tbeniiip«dtMna(diiniiiiBhodczpeQsialuienotbe«iicut«rtaiiied.''   Ibid., 

EII.  p.  166. 

>B«portcf  Decembers),  ISU.    Ibid.,  LXI,  p. S7&. 
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a  (liuttiri>au<.'e  of  the  eompmmiee  act*  He  dow  took  t  ttop 
tDuttrds  meettDg  the  wishes  of  the  whig«.  Tlie  meseage  of  dffi 
7t)i  of  Docombcr,  ISily  dee1nr«d,  in  contntdictioo  to  the  tmi- : 
form  ad  vaiotvm  duties  ot  tin  oomprvmUe  act,  in  fftvor  of 
'*  (iiseriminatinj;  dntic9,"  bat  at  the  same  time  exproBscd  ihe 
!)opcih&i  it  would  not  bocome  tiecesfiary  to  exceed  the  limit 
of  twcuty  per  ocat.  fixed  by  that  law.'  But  this  wu  all  talk 
The  report  of  the  $cerotary  o£  the  trea^arj  <Utod  Deoember 
90,  nude  naCr  in  tho  diMtusion  of  thi«  qnMtion,of  rerj  cui- 
tioua  nnd  mo'Jenkto  UTkgtiaj|;e,  but  in  the  ood  uooiuted  oolj 
to  tlil^  that  tho  comproiuiso  aot  van  a  failare.' 

Congresg  was  by  no  menna  in  a  htiny  to  settle  this  qOtt- ' 
tioM,uuiversall5  as  its  iDii>ori:mce  niid  urg^ncr  wittc  recog. 
nized.  A  message  of  Ihe  pr&^ident  of  the  S5th  of  Mareb- 
1813,  ccvnnecHed  it  to  hasten,  and  again  hud  stress  on  the 
necMstty  of  Caking  vigorous  meaanres  to  pnt  an  end  to  the 
financial  wretchcdueee  of  the  counOy.  Without  any  modifj- 
ing  clanses,  Tylor  now  declared  that  to  be  poseible  only  in 
ca&o  the  coinpromiso  act  were  in  part  abandoned.*    Not- 

' "  Tha  act  of  the  S(t  ot  March,  1833,  eotBtaool;  calW  the  ootapnoiM 
ad,  Rhoald  t»t  hi  altered,  except  tiiul«x  atgoA  mtamS&m.  vhkh  aie  net 
txdiOTnd  at  tiiia  time  to  enrt."    StatoK.'k  IIbil,  O,  p.  ISiSL 

•IbiJ..  p.  13«7. 

*"Ttecnalp(iodplBa(  thai  act  wm  nodaiaBoa  and  fnndliaboB.  ] 
UttiibMiUI  nevarbaloatiiefatof.  Bnttfaamrafiinipmpwaitdi  _ 
«D<aaTOUttluAvriiidiileni^r  bediaji2«d,  if  the  alleiaJ  dnjomrtaiMrn 
the  eenntiT  eoB  br  mA  dtaage,  wilhoat  an;  flepartan  bem  tb*  | 
iImIL*'  Uc  oneoaditaixuUf  »»««t»*«t»«»  ihat  dntiii  ihoold  be  iiT«p>ftnl ) 
toefal^  a  nn«uie,aiul  aJaHathak  "in  aunj  cmh  "  twenl;  per < 
would  banAaealfo  that  ptnpoM,  bat  eooelato:  "Both^  tht  [vate> 
■ifiMl)  slUl  aapptaoi  that  then  an  sncnl  daeiiptiaaa  at  uapMiai  naa- 
nbodHM  and  produea  wbkfa  woald  well  bear  a  higfaer  tbty  thaa  tw«|f 
|Mr«ont.  npon  tb0  hffm  nhia,  and  tbaa  jitld  a  gteatcr  levvnaa  (o  tb* 
(lOwaiuHit.  riub,  ta  rasard  to  joats  ot  tfaeu,  it  vOl  ba  lomd  tlMt.  with* 
ool  mA  iaonawd  datr.  tkm  Vbat  «<  laiga  duMB,  iiaim«t  m  pwAodv 
MsiilaE  arttdM  nB  be  gBwUjr  JifiwiJ  9  set  astWr  awtaBted." 
Kiln.  LX1,  p.  2T6l 

•SCatana-'a  Mas .  0.  ^  1880. 
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irf^tuidiiig  tliig,  two  molt:  laoiithd  ctapscd  before  the  house 
ibt^n  to  take  action  tin  the  tariif  question.  Th»t  wa^  in- 
deedf  asuhjoct  the  previous  ouueultution  un  wliidi  in  th« 
ixjimiiittee  reqnired,  under  all  cii-ciimslances,  a  great  deal 
of  time,  and  tin?  condition  ot  thiiign  at  the  moinoni  mate- 
rially iucrea^d  the  difficulties  of  tJie  task.  It  was,  however, 
ver^  BorpritiiTig  tliat  die  c»)mitiittee  on  vriiys  and  means  did 
iiotintrfKlnce  abill  iiutil  the  3d  of  June.  Tht- coiumittue 
itself  considered  it  imjKisaible  Uiat  it  could  hecoine  a  Uw 
ODtU  the  end  of  the  month,  and  thertffom,  un  the  Ttli  uf  June, 
introduced  a  "  provisinnal  tariff  hill."  Tliis  hill,  tht-reforo, 
had  to  pH85  both  houses  of  congress  and  receive  the  snnction 
of  tJie  president  iu  tweuty-throe  days,  if  the  day  fixed  by 
tlio  compromise  act  were  not  to  lind  the  country  entirely  nn- 
prejiared  to  carry  out  the  far-reaching  changes  in  relation  to 
tbe  impositiou  and  levying  of  taxes.'  Thia  looked  very  much 
afl  if  tbe  majurity  wlalied  to  j>ut  thumb- lUirevirs  on  the  prea- 
ideuU  And  this  inutit  have  seemed  iill  the  mure  probable 
because  the  opinion  waa'  very  prevalent,  that,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  tlie  compromise  act  of  June  fiO,  no  duties 
wliatever  could  be  levied  any  longer  uolcsa  autborizcd  by  a 
Dcv  law,*  and  because  ttie  secretary  of  the  treaeury  had  com- 
mitted himself  to  thi»  view.*  But  congress  liad  reaaou 
10  pnt  the  president  under  high  pregstire,  bccaoiio  it  bad 
adopted  in  its  proviaional  tariff  bill  n  provision  which  Tyler 

'Hie  can^iromiseact  tnLroduoeil  the  voluatioii  of  goodi  otUivpoitoE 
tntqr,  B^mbM  all  cradit,  imd  required  pajmcnt  of  doties  "in  nod^ 

■Adain«'  Reportof  die  IGth  Au^t^b,  1812.  Niles.  LXII,  p.  390.  The 
daoMof  tbe  oompfooiira  aeton  which  thin  viow  wan  bnaeii,  wiu  u  fol- 
lom:  "  AiulfiotD  and  aft(>rtfae  day  tiul  ftfaica&id,  thGd\iUisivquir«d  to 
be  pAid  by  law  on  goods,  wanis  luid  nurcltiuidUe,  iball  be  aBsawd  apon 
Ifac  tbIuc  tfacEoof,  lib  tlu  port  where  tb«  samu  Bhull  1»  entered,  undor  ftacb 
T^guliUiaiti  u  may  be  pravided  by  law." 

*"  .  .  .  if  coo^TYM  shall  not  at  tbi«  aesiion  pnMCribo  TCffoIatioDi 
I  tatwmemskg  duties  upon  a  valofttnoa  to  be  modo  Bb  tbe  port  of  enbr.  ot 
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bad  rapntadlj:  aod  expraasly  dedftred  in  bis  official  atter- 
ai)C«B  to  be  UD&ooeptablc. 

According  Uj  tbe  law  of  tiie  4U]  of  September,  1841,  tlif 
dtstributioii  of  tbu  ql-c  pn>cctxlA  uf  the  sales  of  tbe  pabUc 
lands  was  to  be  suspended  as  mon  as  the  duLiea  were  raised 
above  tliu  maximum  lixcd  by  tbo  cumprunuM  act,  and  tbe 
au&penaiou  woa  to  coutmue  until  tbo  r«uoD  far  It  waa  douc 
Away  witb.'  This  clonge  was  adopted  in  the  bill  beouiM  it 
wa»  known  tliat,  witbout  it,  it  would  tteltber  paM  the  MOiate 
nor  receive  tbe  approval  of  tbe  presideot.  Altbougl]  Tyler 
bad  beld  em|>biiticallj  EhM  to  this  ataadpoint,'  in  tlie  tuai* 
nges  of  tbo  7tb  ot  Dcccm^wr,  ISil,  aud  of  March  25. 1M2, 
congm*  DOW  d&iuanded  that  be  should  sarreader  tl,  aod 
eateemed  it  a  great  merit  tbHt  it  had  spun  out  tbe  cobwebs 
qC  sophistrj-  to  cover  the  retreat.  The  bill  on  tbe  pruviA- 
iunal  taritr  i-st%*eded  tbe  maximum  of  tlie  oomprouiiae  tariff,' 
aud  Aiupeudcd  tbe  distribution  for  the  month  of  July;  bat 
it  was  to  bo  resamed  va  the  Ut  of  i^uguat,  although  tbe  i» 
duutioQ  of  duties  to  that  maximuin  was  not  promised  fta  tbe 
satne  tOTm,*and  was  ootatall  contampUtedby  tbcpmnnaitBat 
Uriff. 

Not  till  tbe  37th  of  June,  three  days  before  the  going  inio 
tocoeof  tbe  last  provt«OQSof  theoomproniiaeact,didtbebiU 
pass  tbe  hoiuc.  On  tbe  Sdth  of  Joue,  Tyler  rctamed  it  with 
Ilia  veta'  Before  it  was  aaat  back,  be  had  bad  an  opinion 
eivcn  by  the  attorney  general,  whether,  without  a  new  law. 


paw  ■oqia  k*  Bwdi^riagtbeactol  ISSSL  iliaay  wtUbcqi>w»tM»aJ  wbutUi 

gmgtoHimhmmmt^fiSiaL-   Ka«,  LXI,  p.  349^ 

>  SCaL  al  U  V.  p.  4U.  Me.  TL 

*Stalw>.'i  Hmi..  U.  nMJ6Z,  1390L 

*  It  did  sBi  aSo*  tU  Uil  mlKJigai  of  lb«  eoBcnuM  att  to  onnt  oto 
Imv*.  bat  «iM«d  tte  <ntnnBMe  d  the  woitiag  tanS  ' — frrrmir* 

•IMb.«IOK«r.XlV.p.4a. 

■fTtil       '  Vml.  U.  pp.  l^S-IWU 
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datics  might  be  levied  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
ooiupromi^e  lut,  and  Lc^rv  liud  gWvn  un  aii^wtr  in  the 
nlSrmative.' 

Tlioro  voB  Bomothing  nrtlfici*!  in  the  overflowing  passion 
with  w]iich  the  house  reveived  tlie  Tet«  nicssn^,  siituo  no 
oue  could  coutcst  the  aaaertiou  mode  bv  Proffit,  that  every 
member  of  the  house  had  cortaintir-  cxptxlod  tlic  veto. 
Wbetlier  Tyler  slioiild  not  have  yielded  ia  a  question  ffhicli 
might  have  divided  people;  but  it  was  ridiculous,  after  the 
experience  had,  to  appear  astoni&hed  that  he  went  into  the 
fight  after  congruss  hud,  witli    full  coiictciousncss,  thruwa 

I  down  tlie  gauntlet  to  hiia.  It  was  demonstrably  not  only 
(he  intention  of  oongreiss  to  carry  this  meuisupc  which  itcon- 
siderod  expedient,  but  it  carried  on  a  battle  bused  on  prin- 
'  Uit  reABOning  on  tho  clattt«  above  innttionr>d  of  tlu)  comprouiiiio  net 
trraa  to  m6  entirely  iidid:  "  t  <1{i  not  ttiJnk  tliot  in  a  f;ur  lf)ca]  cowtiuc- 
tion  thu  arooiuiU  lo  anything  more  th.in  what  ho  EnKjutnUj  hnppeng  in 
all  ftotubc  law  —  «Ji  cxfirr.i^ion  of  viaH  would  be  tuppiliinl  by  tho  couuaon 
law,  vrece  it  not  cixpmsKd  —  rxprtftio  tontm  qum  tncitt  imtiini,  and  which, 
tlunifoiv,  uconlin;  to  a  maziia  of  tlie  luw,  nikii  ^ptratur.  I£  the  Usgia- 
laturc  retain  itt  imial  powen,  it  may.  of  <:nunie,  if  it  wee  fit,  pre«cnbe  new 
NIpiltttMiuitu  any liranchof  ihe  w-nrioe.  1  liold.  therefore,  tbat '  nucb  Mga- 
lalioiu  U  aiay  be  preacrUrad  by  law,'  i^  ctjuiTalciit  to  uich  regulutiona  ai 
naj  be  finun  tima  to  (ime  tnvscribed;  in  otlwr  wordB,  to  Koy  i«gulatianii 
pnMoobedbjrlavi'.''  He  i-omcH  t«  the  conuluHioii:  "Oa  tbe  wliolc,  I  Uiiiik 
Uh  let  bindtaff  UD  all,  wicliunLiuiytttatulciryrcgiilatioiucoiuiccti-d  with  it. 
and  nmeptible  of  ootnpleta  esecution  ouder  tbe  esiatuig  itatu  of  the  law." 
^0^  of  tbe  Alt  Oen.,  IV,  pp.  60,  tiJ. 

■  Adonu  UTi.  in  Ute  c«port  quoted  above:  "  Not  only  waa  thia  mott  eon- 
VtiUatoqr  uvtuiin  oDotcmptaoiulj  rta«ctttd,  but,  ia  total  diareganl  ol  tbe 
H«Mnrod  opiniow  cS  hia  owo  wcretary  of  th«  bvasnry.  uoucumng  with 
UmMi  oetais  nDaniuioiu,  of  all  tbe  mo«t  ODunent  lawyen  of  tbe  load,  in 
•oblaiT  reliance  upvn  tbe  htsUatiDs  opinion  of  Iha  attonwy  K^meral,  ha 
hM  nndataten  not  oalj  to  lev;  taxn  to  the  Mtumnt  of  nilUona  apoa  the 
people,  but  to  iireacnbe  reipiIatiooH  for  its  ooUcction,  and  for  Mcertaininx 
ibB  raluv  (A  iinjurted  nuircliaiuliKe,  whicb  the  law  bad,  in  orptws  temu, 
tcwncd  fur  tho  l«t^alatiy«  action  of  oonffi«M."  1  do  not  know  what  jiu- 
liSed  Adaail  to  >p«ako(  LeEraie**  "he>itatiairo|iinion,'*but  that  the  ai- 
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ciple:  It  wAiited  to  bend  the  exoontlva  nnd«r  dio  will  of  tfaa 
itiAJorit^  of  cEio  IfgUlttture.  When  ProfBt  asked  whetlit 
any  one  in  the  houee  doubtcil  what  would  be  tbe  fate  of 
bill  on  tho  definitive  tnriff,  in  cose  tbo  diKtribiition  oltns 
w;ia  ap]H>iided  to  it,  he  was  met  with  the  exclamation,  *^  Wei 
give  it  liim.'"  Bciid  or  break,  was, thcroforo,tlio  watchword 
oF  congress.  And  it  van  not  its  wateliword  from  yeslardnj 
otilv,  uor  did  tbe  more  docidod  whigs  want  to  exproes  tbeiu- 
selre*  satisfied  with  n  victory  in  this  pnrticniar  case  or  onlr 
H-ith  t)ieir  ^leriiianeat  triumph  with  this  partiouhir  preeidcnt. 
Tlie  rhetorical  effusions  ngiLinut  the  veto  for  the  moat 
failed  entirely  to  take  notice  of  the  ground  on  which  Tyle 
bad  based  it  They  were  very  general  nobrldled  declama- 
tions iigniuat  tbe  veto  power.  That  was  the  point  ii^iiii 
which,  even  long  before  the  outbreak  of  this  Ia8tcontrovci-''T^ 
tlie  Rtorming  colnmns  had  been  directed. 

In  hia  sptwph  of  AHgiii»t  19, 1S41,  Olay  had  already  gi\ 
it  deai'ly  to  be  understood  tlmt  »  really  satisfactory  decifi'on^ 
of  tlie  conflict  was  to  be  found  tliere,  and  there  only.''  lie  tlten, 
in  a  letter  of  the  I4lli  of  September,  had  made  tbo  deftntiK 
proposition  to  mo  obangc  the  constitntion  that  a  mnjonh' 
vote  of  congress  might  giiflSce  to  overrule  the  president's 
veto.*    And  he  liml,  on  the  29t]i  of  December,  introduced 


MrtJon  Uml  Ifac  inOBt  eminent  jtinata  a(  Uis  ootmliy  won  ahDort  i 
of  the  opiwaita  opiainn.  wu  a  gnat  ntacrin^nttioD,  tbo  bcb  pnvcd  b  a~ 
stnldng  manner.    A  Baltimore  firm  saMl  Uie  eolleebx'  lor  rdmburwiiinDt 
of  t.lin  Hiitif*  Icvifii  on  th*  cotniDodiliM  imported  hj  it.    TW  cue  wu4r- 
Tir''l  tn  [lie  flupreme  cotoi,  aad  Qui  latter  decided  in  faror  of  tbe  aiboiaisr , 
tntion.  baun^iti  opinim  etMntaoUy  on  Ibc  grooiMli  addooed  bf  Ja 
AMiigo     n.  WiUiamB,  Bnvard'a  llop.,  II],  pp.  1-32;  Cartas.  JtV,  ppJ" 
»»-2i0. 

•Deb.  of  CoiiKT..  XIV,  p.  U9. 

•Clar'i  5p..  II.  p.  Ml. 

*  "  Let  tn.  bjr  a  nritnbit*  unuudinent  to  that  imtzuimnt,  ttocfam  tliat  I 
T«to —  thkt  p*rcnt  And  fruitfnl  ttoaroe  of  aU  our  iUn  — ituU  itooU  bo  ef 
niled  \i3  miuariuev  ui  the  two  hoatm  ill  ciiiiBreM.    Tlici  woald 
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a  formu]  motion  to  tLift  effect,  adUing  to  it 
rciiH>^itioii  tluit  henceforth  the  eecretaty  of 
finftin-xi  luitl  tlif  tn:iisiircr  of  llie  United  States  sbouid  be  ap- 
pointed yearly  by  coujfres*.  and  llmt  Ihcy  should  not  be  aub- 
ject  to  rciuoval  by  tliu  ppuflidcnt.* 

The  prajx^sid  of  it  const itiitioriitl  amendment  re»|inive,  ac- 
ourdiiig  to  iJiu  conetitiitiuti,  a  vole  of  two-thirds  of  both 
house*  uf  ctiiigre^s.  Tliat  sucli  a  rnajority  could  not  he  Lad, 
in  oitbcv  of  the  two  houses,  thei-e  vtnA  no  doubt.  Iloace, 
Olajf's  rviiohitioiis  were  not  no  much  iutciided  tor  oongrees  aa 
for  the  pe<ri)le.  For  this  general  purpose  of  ni^ltation,  it 
was,  therefore,  BiifKcieiit  that  the  hoiiee  was  satifitiinJ  with 
soino  dechiination  in  onlor  lo  bring  tlio  tjiriff  question  to  a 
decision  withont  any  unneccflsary  delay.  On  th*  IBth  of 
Jnly,  the  bill  WHS  pa»sed  by  tlic  bouse  by  a  vote  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ftixlcen  against  one  liundred  and  twelve:'  and  in 
llie  (H.'iiale  it  received,  on  tli«  Rtb  of  Allg1I^I,  tweuty-tiii> 
votcsi  «giiiii«t  twenty-three.'  ThedlBtribution  clause  was  re- 
taioed  after  a  hard  struggle 

It  waa  too  well  known  what  ilhisions  Tyler  indulged  in 
relatton  to  the  vlewa  of  the  [Hwple,*  to  permit  it  to  be  I>eliev©d 
that  his  citiimne  wonid  forsatie  him  at  the  la-st  momnnt.  Tho 
bill  ciim»  Uuk  to  tliu  hnnitc  witli  tlu;  vut4i  on  tho  JMh  of  Au- 
gust'    The  storm  now  began  to  rage  in  earaest.    The  Imnse 

us  tlut  it  it  bann1<w,  iMCaiue  ita  «fGc«  is  preTentivo  or  conaemitirol    At 
if  a  nation  loiitht  not  bu  a*  iiiucli  injured  by  tin;  wnr^t  of  the  rnaclmimt  of 
tflOd  Um  (u  by  til-  prtMUolf^tif^n  (•(  bad  mim!  "     Nilesi,  LXl,  p.  67. 
'  See  the  Icnu  of  hb  raoluliona  in  Ntk».  LXl,  p.  290. 
'  Ditb.  of  Congr.,  XIV,  pp.  456,  4S7. 
'  IWi.  p.  478. 

'  '•  TTie  tondiei  Hatter  lura  ITyler]  wiUi  tho  belief  that  whiUt  the  poli- 
I  OK  deadly  bortilc  to  him,  from  jniloimy  of  biA  htinc  fortom^,  the 
pic  arc  errrjwlMTC  rinnx  en  matat  and  uonainfr  to  ha  resciir."  .).  Bu- 
to  R.  P-  LctclKr,  Wub.,  April  17,  I843i  Col«man,  Lifo  of  Cnt- 
en,  I.  p  170. 
*8latMiii.'«  MuL,  II,  pp.  139^1303. 
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referred  the  inc&sftgc  to  a  comnlittoe.  anfl  placed  AdRitu 
ite  Ucatd.  What  this  committee  did,  cuiim  with  >tll  theenor- 
utQiis  weight  uE  tliu  gray-liaircd  etateeman.  Aud  with  oons 
Icatin^ficYtiritj,  theex-preftideutproceodod  tojailgiuenlwiUi 
Tj-ler,  who  looked  upim  himself  aagrcator  tliaii  a  Inburiug 
rnouiitain.'  liVlien  Butte,  on  th«  10th  of  Jaly,  liad  expreeeed 
tlie  intention  to  iotrodnt:^  a  luotioii  fur  mijwacliinvQt,'  his 
action  was  ttnivct-dall^r  looked  upon  aa  a  want  of  moderatioo, 
aa  UDwiao  aft  it  waB  ridiciiloiia.  Theoumiiiittoenovr.dL-clan.-d 
that  it  would  raatifi  such  a  motion  v-cro  it  not  Uiat  it  mu 
foreseen  It  would  ruinain  withoat  rci^iilt.'  For  thia  rvaton, 
the  conimittfe  Iimit«d  itMlf  to  eeekinf;  a  n:ui(.-d>-  fur  the 
futuro,  hilt  it  even  now  demanded  that  it  ehuald  be  n  radical 
one.  The  report  clo«od  with  a  proposition  to  have  a  ooiMli- 
tutionol  amendment  po&sed,  providing  Ihat  a  simple  majontj' 
of  all  the  tncmhers  of  Imth  hooeee  of  congrcM  ehonld  saffice 
to  paaa  a  law  over  tli«  veto  of  the  prceidotit.  This  propoei- 
tioa  received  niuulj-oighl  votes  agaiuBt  ninety/ 

The  report  went  through  Tvler'a  whole  table  of  6iua  from 
the  b^inningand  fulind  suliHcicnt  reason  to  lAdiut  liita,  in 
the  fact  that,  aa  ]>i-u»idcnt,  he  tK>  frctjucntlj  hjid  oripplnl  thi 
I^elative  action  of  cougrees,  in  reference  to  the  most  iia- 

'Crittendni<RiU*toLcteh«r«itlMUtofMii]r,  1^41!:  "'I>lcr  Ium  p 
diiced  tiw  ttamgcat  mat  ol  ditiaftion  and  inaiAioo  Uiaiwaaever  soik 
■ilB  in  tli»  midit  of  it,  migfaty  bnsf  aad  boEtltng — Uw  Tmo  Itaamb  ot  I 
•ecus '■—  It""!""*  t''"™*!*  tbo  adsutabm  oC  Uw  iraild  aod  tlw  tut 
diild  of  I'nmdeiioe^    Ikto  italtofetliet.it  it  tiM  matt  atroa  burieiqaei 
•IL  fauna  uabitioQ  and  jNteiaioent  that  wan  ewr  witartwed." 
Life  of  Oittniilen.  I.  p.  IT& 

*  NikM,  L2II,  p.  314. 

'"Uw  niKJori^of  tlie  oommiUee  belicre  LhiU.  ths  cose  hat  oeomwd  i^^* 
the  annab  ot  oar  Unioii.  GOiilcmpUt«i  bj  ttta  ^mndofa  of  tfao  OOOitlMii^^^ 
hy  tbe  ffiaot  Id  tii«  houn  of  ief««aentatrni  ot  the  powt^r  to  itntwaiA  I 
1>TMi«lrat  ol  Uaa  UuiUd  SlatM;  but  tfaaj  an  a«an>  UiAt  a  nwort  Id  i 
exp««iviit  raigfat,  in  t)i«  pnMBt  «(n£tiaBOf  public  kAu,  peon  aU«tiitt.~ 
.  IWL,  |>.  Sil. 

*  Deb.  of  Ooap.,  XIV,  p.  MS. 
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portant  iotercste  bj  Lib  veto.'  !But  there  vi-as  a  special  re». 
Boii  wlij:  the  ctmimiWee  and  die  majority  of  the  house  were 
of  opiutoo  that  the^  ehonld,  precii>tfty  nt  this  inomcut,  look 
apoo  the  ineastire  of  his  gnilt  as  full.  The  last  veto  related 
to  a  sphere  whicli,  according  to  llie  tnidi  tioiial  viuws  of  Anglo- 
SaxoD  political  life,  was  the  real  doinaiu  of  tlii-  jiopiilar  house 
of  tlie  legislative  IkkIj.  The  object  of  the  tariff  bill  was  bo 
provide  the  govcnuiient  with  a  revenue, and  Archer,  (if  Vir- 
ginia, snid  in  the  senate,  that  la  England  not  crcn  tiiu  Ti:dore 
liad  dared  to  put  their  veto  on  such  u  bill*  It  wa*  this  defi- 
nite character  of  the  bill  which  caused  Stimil,  of  Virginia,  to 
decliire  in  tlie  lioii>>e  tlut  the  honor  of  the  house  waa  uLiitako, 
and  that  if  it  yielded,  cougreMs  would  l>eeutire]v  piir{X)bclo6&.' 
it  could  not  be  deuled  tli&t  the  couetiiudoii,  on  this 


■ "  lli^y  [tiin  boiiBe)  pnccivo  tfaat  thfi  li^latirc  [Mnnr  of  the  Vmcm  hw 
1  foe  tfas  loi*  BfiMD  taaaOu,  with  reswd  to  the  utiDii  ot  cangnn  upon 
t  of  vital  importaooR,  to  a  atata  of  •aapeDdal  aiiiraiUioD,  almoBleil 
hj  the  fire  times  rEpcstcd  *(nfltuie  of  lUe  execuUro  wnl.  Tbey  vMcm 
thftt.  under  ifane  unexampled  obctructioni  to  Ibc  >.-iiTrciKc<f  Uicirhigboad 
IcgituDut^  (luti/w,  tl)<7  haro  bitherto  preserved  tbc  moat  mtpiv:!!!!!  rorbca^ 
■Dce  towanls  Uic  cxixutivQ  chief;  that  wliilo  he  tia«,  time  lUtn-  timu,  aa- 
nnlled,  by  the  tuura  act  of  liia  will,  tjieir  oommissioa  frooi  the  peoplt  to 
toact  laws  fat  the  oomiuoa  w«lfai«.  tbcy  li&v4  f orbcmti  cron  tlw  axpnttixm 
a(  tiirir  maoitment  foe  tlieae  inultiplied  iDiuIbi  anil  iiijiiri«i— the;  believed 
th^  had  a  hisb  dostiny  to  fuUUl,  by  ai)minutfa;iniig  to  the  people  in  tho 
font  of  bw.  mBcdioi  6k  the  miQiaitigi  which  they  bad  too  long  eadtued. 
The  will  of  one  nan  hu  bwttated  oU  Iheir  bban  and  pnwtrated  aU  A«ir 
pow<n."  Hem  foUowa  dirocUy  tbc  ^aoe  ahsady  dted  ooacianiaB  im- 
peachineDL 

*  "Ncrer.  in  the  mother  coaatiy,  had  on  iiutaaoe  been  known  oj  a  UU 
of  aapplybduff  vetoed— not  even  bj  tho  Tndon.  ...  If  Ui«»vei« 
man  of  uuy  por^nadjr  to  eaocumb  to  Gucbdictatuii),aiid  toga  homo  made 
by  tbeii  own  act  ahiTai.  be  wvold  not  be  found  amon;  auclt  luen.  U  it 
was  tMWMNuy,  be  would  not  only  aay  peiuli  coniuiciod,  parish  credit,  but 
let  the  coverumeat  fall  lo  p«ecea,  and  th^  Uuioa  bu  diMolTod,  coouur  than 
lie  diodU  unction,  by  hu  ad,  any  meaiiun  which  would  abrojpita  the  m- 
adcBoe of  ths  people's tcprMontativu.*'    0«b.  of  Ooi)Kr.,£lV,p,  i70. 

•Dob.  of  CoogT.,  XIV,  p.  449. 
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question,  hiul  strictly  followed  the  traditioua  of  the  mother 
coiiutr}'.  It  litid  cicprcsgl}'  reserved  the  cxcIueivo  taking  of 
the  initiative  iu  the  matter  of  "all  biUafor  rftifeingrereiiae" 
to  the  houac'  Tnic,  the  view  had  been  frequently  expreesed, 
thnt  tlic  ^>cop1e  hiul  allowed  themselvea  to  he  miKlod  by  falw 
analo^cs,  into  the  boeelese  fear  which  bad  taken  the  hoan 
of  lorde  as  its  model  in  meastiriog  out  tbe  rlglitfi  ot  tbo  Mtute 
in  tlii8  respect.  But  thora  was  only  one  opittion  among  tbe 
people  —  tlmt  the  executive  wonld  greatly  riolate  the  spirit  <:^ 
the  constitution,  if,  U>  carry  out  his  views  on  que-dtions  of  ex> 
podteney,  be  eliould,  in  such  qnestions,  oppose  his  veto  to 
the  discretion  of  congress.  But  liad  Tyler  really  done  thiiil 
In  tlie  Urst  place,  the  H'higs  were  not  now  jni^titicd  in  act- 
ing as  If  the  question  of  distribution  were  to  be  pnt  on 
a  level  with  any  question  of  pure  cvprdiency  of  sab- 
ordinate  importance.  It  was  most  intimntely  oODDCCted 
with  the  oompromiRe  act,  and  that  tho  latter  bore  %  special 
ohanu-Ler  was  acknowledged  even  by  the  supreme  conrt 
of  tbo  United  States.*  Much  might  be  alleged  in  faror 
of  what  Clay  said,  that  it  was  only  by  ignoble  trickery 
and  a  gross  violation  of  good  faith  that  the  principle  of 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  WU3  kept  from  becumJug  a  part  of  the  cuniprumtse  of 
1833;  but  that  did  not  alter  the  fact  that  it  had  not  become 
BO.  It  wiiH  indeed  now  universally  oeltnowlsdgod  tlmt  the 
setting  aside  of  the  compromise  act  could  be  juelilled  ooly 
by  extreme  necessity.  And  that  a  greater  deviation  from  U 
wonld  be  e?dlud  for  in  case  the  diuLrihulJcm  vrt'.tv  allowed  U> 
proceed  than  if  it  wore  susponded,  was  self-evident.  Ilcooe 
it  waa  that  the  senate  and  the  president  had  mado  the  pai^ 
sage  of  tlie  law  ot  September  4,  li^-U,  dependent  oo  thai 
clause.    The  seuate  bad  been,  indeed,  prepared  to  permit 

'Alt  r,  HO.  7,  par.  1. 

■  In  tbo  itaouuM  alraatlf  cited  in  Aldndge  r.  Williaiua. 
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tliat  condilioD  to  be  dropped.  But  this,  of  itself  did  not 
put  the  president  nndcr  anj  obligntlona  to  do  the  same 
tiling.  Ami  when  he  weighed  tlie  question  with  himself 
whether  lie  wna  morally,  autl  acconiing  to  the  spirit  of  tlie 
cnnstitntion,  warranted,  in  this  Impfirtantqucslion,  in  main- 
taining his  position,  he  wiis  certainly  entitled  to  take  into 
iicoonnt,  ns  a.  tnnterial  clement,  tlie  circiimstaiice  that  the 
majority  for  tlie  bill  had  ainoun  ted  i  a  the  honse  to  only  fonr, 
and  in  the  senate  to  only  two  votes.  But,  above  all  things, 
lie  coiihl  nn com) iti anally  re{>G]  the  rcproaeh  that  he  had»  in 
any  way,  infrin^d  the  prerogative  of  the  honae  or  of  congress 
in  respect  to  the  raising  of  rcvenne.  Tlio  veto  was  occiisioned 
hy  the  distribution  cImisp.  and  the  distribution  clausa  con- 
tained notliing  on  the  raising  of  revenue,  but.  on  the  eontrary, 
provided  that  the  goremiDcnt  of  the  Union  should,  for  the 
l-cnefit  of  the  states,  reiiminc-Pfprt^in  perenue.  To  conijiel  tlio 
prettidcnt  to  yield  in  the  distribution  queetion  by  means  of 
tlio  tariff  ciuc8tion,  congi-ess  had  coupled  the  two  qnestions 
together  in  one  bill,  and  it  had  done  so  at  the  risk  of  seeing 
tlie  distribution  question  draw  the  tariif  after  it,  and  not  the 
tariff  the  question  of  distribution.  There  wae  nothing  to 
ooinpcl  Tyler,  cicltcr  legally  or  raorally,  to  surrender  hia 
judgment  on  tlie  question  of  distribution,  and  congress, 
tlicielore,  had  no  nukeon  to  complain  if  the  president,  on  hia 
hide,  made  ti«e  of  Uil-  means  legally  belonging  to  him  to 
compel  it  to  separate  the  two  qnestions.  Tyler  har]  unqncs- 
tionably  made  sucli  a  use  of  the  veto  power  as  the  tirat  six 
presidents  of  the  republic  would  ncror  lutve  thought  of  mak- 
ing. But  the  majoril3CS  opposed  to  him  were  not  an  great, 
nor  was  the  natuiv  of  tlio  last  question  at  issue  such  that 
Ihey  eould,  from  any  point  of  view  whatever,  aecm  to  make 
the  atlvmpt  to  euhstituto  the  radical  for  the  moderate  de- 
mocracy, in  this  cardinal  question,  juslifiable.  And,  indeed, 
scorocly  any  excuse  for  the  attempt  can  be  found  wlien  we 
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take  tliL-  innniter  in  which  eoDgrees,  from  the  Bnt, corriei]  oti 
the  figlit,  iuto  consideration.  If,  notwithetandiiig  this,  me 
Kcc  a  man  like  Adnms  playing  a  leading  part  in  the  matter, 
the  only  ])os*ible  explanation  of  the  fact  is  tliat  paseion,  to  « 
great  extent,  prevailed  over  calm  judgment.  Idler's  Binis 
against  Iho  spirit  of  the  constitution  were  seen  In  bo  bad  a 
light,  hocaiisp  he  had  committed  the  deadly  ofFcofle  againet 
the  putty  of  breaking  its  power  before  it  had  b^un  to  cam- 
its  programme  into  execution.  Such  an  uH'enM  muHt  al- 
ways greatly  emhiHcr  any  party  honeelly  convinced  oC  the 
correctnesei  of  Its  rien's,  and  tlie  consctousneas  of  not  bdnj; 
without  blame  for  it  ilself,  must  always  intensify  tills  ani- 
mosity, and  can  never  weaken  it  And  the  iuiimosi^  here 
must  have  been  especially  great,  liecause  the  wtuga  bad  never 
before  had  the  posaibiHty  of  realizing  and  practically  testing 
their  entire  programme,  and  because' the  circumHtancca  hail 
offered  a  pocnliarly  favorablo  opportunity  by  the  briUiafit 
contrast  uf  their  sucraea,  to  deal  a  fatal  blow  at  their 
opponents. 

Satififiiction  vrufi  vouchsafed  to  tlie  boase,  bat  ft  had  no 
practical  ralae.  Tyler  sent  it  a  protest  against  the  Adams 
report.'  Tl)e  document  was  drawn  np  after  the  mod«l  of 
Jaclraon^ft  ot-lebrated.  protest  agnioBt  the  resolutions  of  the 
iwnatc;.  But  unfurtnnatcly  for  l^lcr  he  batl  then  voted,  a» 
senator,  for  tbo  resolutions  with  whicli  the  aooate  had  re- 
jected the  protest.  The  Honra  now  answered  his  protaat  by 
Bonding  bim  a  verbatim  copy  of  thou  rasoInUonft.' 

Tylor  Ct>uld  bear  this  thrust  with  pretty  good  grnoe^  fliooe 
be  bad  won  tho  victory  in  the  main  qneetion.  Wbeu  FiUhmcv 
bad  morod,  on  the  18th  of  August,  the  adoption  of  the  fbrmer 
tariff  bill  witliont  the  distributioD  clanse,  the  motioD  had 
been  lojoctcd  by  a  rota  of  one  bnndrcd  and  loorteea  agohtft 

'  Statam.'i  Kta..  II.  pp.  I40A-I«e. 
'DA,  of  CoDsr.,  XIT,  pp.  SOB,  809. 
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etgbtj-six.'  But  liy  degrees,  minds  began  to  grow  cnlm. 
Whether  tlicwiiigs  would  bo  able,  in  the  next  congrosa,  to 
get  aucb  u  tHrlff  a.^  Uiuy  clesii-eti,  wm,  to  Bay  the  least,  iiot 
fttire,  and  yet  to  moet  &uch  a  tariff  vruA  more  important  tbnn 

o  wraiiglo  irith  the  president.     There  were  some  who  did 

t  waiit  to  bear  lire  responeibility  for  the  continnance  of 
condttiou  of  thiiign  at  the    moment,  wliiuh  not  oulj 

forded  an  entirety  inaofiiclent  income,  but  whivb  left  tt 

doubtful  nhrllicr  a  judicial  decision  would  not  comjiel  the 

|>ajuient  Imck  of  all  ilutiea  col!cct«»l  after  the  ."JOth  of  Jnna 

id,  at  Iwit,  M>  innch  auisiiitance  was  afforded  by  tlie  demo- 

,ta,  tliat  the  bitter  resolution  could  be  carried.  On  ihe 
of  August,  the  eugrosgiujf  of  the  bill  was  oi-dert-d  by 

le  hundred  and  three  against  one  hundred  nnd  two  vole^; 
by  a  Bulxieqneut  voce  the  majority  grew  to  one  hundred  and 
ftve,  nnd  finally,  tlie  bill  wusadopteil  by  one  hundred  and  five 
votes  against  one  hundred  and  three.'  After  a  struggle 
jufit  as  eevero,  it  was  pas^  by  tbc  ecnntc  on  the  37th  of 
August,  by  twenty-four  votes  ngaiiiet  twenty-llm'e,  and  on 
lie  30th  of  August  it  was  signed  by  t)io  presidon;.* 

Tlie  great  qnestion  of  the  session  of  1841-49  wnn  (witled, 

t  the  vote  showed  a  sigiiifieantoonfneion  of  parties.  A  con- 
aiderable  portion  of  the  democratic  party  bad  deserted  their 
Sag  in  this  prominent  "  party  questioD."  And  of  the  wliiga, 
■  powerful  minority  had  turned  their  backs  on  this  child  of 
pain  *  ratlier  tlmn  yield  in  the  qnarrel  with  the  president, 
although  they  did  not  oonoeal  from  themselves  how  ruinous 
it  was  to  them. 


I 


'  Deb,  of  Cons.,  ZIV,  p.  W5. 

•Ibid.,  pp.  510.  511. 

*  Stat  at  L..  V,  pp.  M8-567. 

"*  It  ia  not  tiuc  that  a  mii,jont)-,  compowd  of  Tlli0l,  COOU  te  toni,  ia 
dtfaei  houw.  ID  fnvor  of  llx:  UrilT  tiill.  Man  than  tbitif  whijp,  man;  of 
tlKm  gentlemen  of  \aA  and  iafluenoo,  rated  against  the  Uw,  from  begia- 
iag  to  eaJ.  on  all  queitlon*,  direct  ord  indirect;  tmi  it  it  not  pleasant  tc 
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Their  feara  were  conttrmeil  The  party  fared  so  badly 
iu  tlib  fall  elections  that  Webster  douotcd  whetbcr  iu  stm- 
dered  rank*  would  ever  bo  reunited  again.*  And  the  weaker 
the  party  li«cftme,  tlie  mor«  time  and  etrcugtb  did  it  dovotd 
to  its  internal  wnin^cs.  So  long  as  the  ttegotiations  witli 
England  continncd,  Webster's  remaining  in  the  cabinet  wu 
reluctuntir  connived  at.  Biitaesoonos  theAslibartoo  trettj 
(August  9,  184S)  was  closed,  pctitione  potircd  in  from  all 
quuriers  not  to  afford  aBsintance  aday  longer  to  the  "  traitor." 
But  Webster  was  eo  ftu"  beneath  the  moral  height  of  tbc 
■  party  tlint  ho  believed  bo  could  reinaiu  wmo  time  still  in 
Tyler's  compnuy  without  prejudice  to  the  ealvalion  of  bii 
seal,  and  he  was  bold  enough  to  decide  himself  wltctber  hi^ 
rcmainingin  ofifico  could  bo etill of  advantage  to  thocountn'. 
Qiglily  as  bis  gifts  were  esteemed,  and  uinctt  as  his  poirer 
was  appreciated,  tbie  moral  obliqui^  was  bo  great  that  tb« 
complete  rcpadintioii  of  tlie  man  whom  hie  ambition  bad  mil- 
led, aeeraed  scarcely  avoidable.  If  he  would  not  hear,  he  bvi 
to  feel. 

As  early  aa  January,  1S4S,  on  attempt  had  been  made  to 
rL'jionl  the  bankrupt  law  again.  Althot^gli  it  was  certain  from 
the  tirst^  that  its  opponents  would  not  submit  to  dcfcAt,  pfi^ 
sonal  ill-will  and  personal  jcaloasy  nbo  operated  here  ot  an 
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aonBidcr  what  *roul4  bare  bcea  tbc  vtalo  of  tb«  oouaUr.  Ui«  trMmj,  anil 
Uifl  gcvcrammt  il<^('ir,  nt  thia  inomeDt.  if  tlie  law  actuBll;  famej,  lor  iw 
enue  aad  lor  (irotoctioD.  bitd  depepiM  on-wttis  Totes  akoe.  Alter  all.  B 
puMd  tbe  boma  ol  Feprcaentatin»  bj  a  oo^  vote.  .  .  .  And  bo* 
WM  it  ia  Um  Moate?  It  puwd  b;  om  vote  itgain  (hmv,  and  eoul<I  vt 
bavepaaMd  atall  without  tboiuei'ibuicsufUie  two  wnnlora  from  PeuujI- 
nnia.  of  Mr-  WiUiana  of  U^a*.  and  of  Mr.  Wright  of  Nnr  Y«k.  L«t 
oa  than  adnit  t&e  tnitb.  .  .  .  that  il  -ma  arovmmry  thai  a  1arg«  por- 
tion of  tb*  otber  party  •faoold  come  to  tbe  tmitiuioe  of  the  wbi^  * 
foftble  ften  to  can;  the  tariff,  and  tbat,  if  tbn  aniatanee  bad  sot  bm 
rendefoJ,  \ko  tariff  must  have  &ul«d."  WebaL'i  Wothi,  IT.  pp.  130.  !«■ 
'  "  Hm  nwnt  election*  »how  that  Uw  wbi^p  partf  »  bn>k«ii  ap.  aad  per- 
bapicanavTcrbcRaiutcd."  Nureaber 8, 1442.    Phc. Oomap.,  1I,|l151. 
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inccotivo  to  aetioD.*  Webster  had  dow  foriualij  challenged 
the  hccpcrii  of  Ills  conscience,  Iiia  envicrs  and  rivals;  and  bo- 
»idos,  one  hait  of  tliu  contract  to  which  the  bankrupt  law  had 
owed  its  pasaagQ  ma  deetro^-cd  by  tUc  iusue  of  the  titrug^le 
over  tho distribution  ctausu  in  the  tnrilf  bill.  With  rcdcubtod 
energy  they  returned  to  the  atUok  and  won  a  brilliant  vic- 
tory.* 

^Vnd  tliis  was  the  inout  material  ac^nlsition  of  tJiu  eci^ion  of 
IS42~13.  There  was  no  lack  of  ^reat  speedier,  but  little  waa 
done.  Moa  tiilkcfl  tlicmeclvc;*  Loaric  ou  Oregon  and  the  as- 
SDTDption  of  tlie  debts  of  tlio  states,  and  delighted  tlieiuaelvea 
with  interminable  speeches  of  doubtfnl  morality  on  tho  re- 
funding of  a  raonoy-fiue  imposed  11  |)on  Jackson  nearly  thirty 
yearn  before  on  account  of  his  riolenco  while  in  chief  com* 
mand  at  New  OrleanF;  but  of  crcntivo  progrcea  iu  any  di- 
rection there  waa  notliing  to  be  Bccn  anywhere.  Evcii  tho 
straggle  between  Tyler  and  congress  had  readied  that  com- 
fortleea  atnge  which  may  be  compared  to  the  sea  when  the 
waves  Inched  l>y  the  Btorm,  rise  high,  hnt  when  thcdoniuint 
wind  line  not  power  enongh  left  to  swell  the  sails.  No  veto* 
came  to  fan  the  expiring  embersintoa  blaze,  and  whcnBotta, 
at  last,  on  the  10th  of  January,  IS43,*  delivered  hiwdclf  of 


'AdaflM  wntM:  "  III  fint  ol^ject  ii  tha  proatnitiou.  rulii  and  difiiiiiMal 
(f  WflhiteT."  Mom.  of  J.  Q,  Adam*,  Xf,  p.  .V..  A  fnw  i\ayn  latiT  hn 
adds:  "The  oew  coalition  ia  tboii  coiuumiaated.  Clay,  Calhoun,  IV^er, 
tad  Van  Binvn,  upon  tlie-ir  Maebel  cheM*-boiuil.  have  chi^J(mnt«tl  tlia 
north  aad  tli«  ftcc,  leannp  tho  diviiion  of  the  iipoilH  twlwvun  thti  mtLtn^oret 
to  ba  Mttled  Imtnf  tcr.  Tho  joke  in  that  CIa>'  iinil  Tjlcr  protMt  at  gi-^velj 
tad  indignanUy  against  thii  movem&nl  as  t(  tht^y  vok  anaere."    Ibid., 

f.  62,  63.    Thii  ^tatt«mpt  failed  in  the  senate. 

'  •  Tbu  bill  WM  adopted  in  the  house  bj  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
•evcnty-onc,  and  in  tho  snnnto  hj  thirty-two  against  thiitaoa. 

)e1).  of  Con^T.,  X17,  pp.  661,  716.)  It  wot  mgDcd  by  IVlor  on  the  Sd 
uf  Sfafdi.  l»4a.    Stikl.atL.,  V,p.  614. 

'  Deb.  of  Qtmfj.,  XIV,  p.  <S4S.  Tho  rowLulJons  mrv  iqcctod  by  a  TOta 
ii  ooa  fanndnd  aitd  twenlyMtvon  aiputut  nghtythrw.    Ibnd.,  p.  646. 

ao 
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the  impenc^mcat  rcMilutious  with  which  lie  hod  been  bi^  so 
long,  the  Icnpreaston  ninde  was  rather  comic  than  tragic  The 
mait  brilliant  period  of  the  session,  in  this  respect,  was  thf 
rejection  of  the Eschoqncr Bill, which  Tylerlisd  prrvioualj, 
dunnj^  the  eesslon,  ratifitxl  to  be  offered  as  a  eiibsUtate  (or 
t)ie  two  rejected  bunk  bills,  hjf  n  vote  of  quo  huudred  aad 
ninety-three  against  eighteen.'     Whatc>"er  ftalisfaction  tlierp 
might  be  in  this  annihilating  criticism  of  Tyler's  fiiiaDCifti 
wierdorn  was  to  be  accorded  to  tbe  whig?,  since  the 
In  tlic  elections  to  tho  new  congress,  [lasBed  a  still 
judgment  on  it.     To  the  new  house  of  reprcscntati\-es,' 
democrats  had  a  mnjori^  of  two-thirds;'  tbcdcmocmticcan-  _ 
date,  J.  W.  Jones,  o(  Virginia,  was  choeOD  speaker  hy  %n>te  f 
of  one  hmidrnl  and  twenty-eight  against  fifty -nine,  which 
were  given  to  J.  "Wliitc,  the  Si»cakcr  oE  the  last  Ic^slature.* 
Tlie  eemi-whig  or  peeudo-wliig  period  of  Tjler's  odmiiUAtta- 
tion  had  come  to  a  cloeo. 

^Vliat  were  tlio  lasting  results  to  the  political  dgrdopawall 
of  the  rcptihlic  of  this  two  yeare'  acriniuniooS  aunt 
'  between  the  executive  and  le^islatire  branches  of  tho>^-j 
ernment?    It  is  in  vain  that  we  look  for  them.     It  is,  indetd,! 
trne  that  important  principles  were  inTolved  in  tlie  Btnig;^ 
but  the  coUisioQ  of  tho  opi>oeing  forces  jost  at  tbis  moraeat, 
and  with  eo  utich  violence,  was  by  uo  nienn»  made  neoewaiy 
by  the  general  condition  of  affaire,  but  was  prodiK 
party  passion  and  ono-ftidod  party  intorosL     Tbo  pinui 
the  great  and  permanent  interests  of  the  nation  tovrored 
above  the  stonn  which  broke  with  eo  much  violonoe  over  tlf 
transitory  intercfts  of  parties  and  their  leaders.    Qreat  s* 
were  the  con^q^uencu  which  that  storm  had  liere  io  tbe 
valley  of  political  life,  it  left  not  a  trace  on  tho  hoighta  bs- 

'  Deb.  of  CoDffT.,  XrV,  p.  C83. 
•Mem.  of  J.  Q.  Adami,  XI.  p.44BL 
•TTm^  Tcom'  View.  U,  p,  666. 
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yohd.    Ttie  difierenoes  about  tlie  ninUtrinl  intereets  of  tlie 
nation's  life  and  the  differeiieoa  of  partiea  were  no  longer 
eoincidcnt.    The  lightning  struck  many  n  time  during  them 
ro  }-Dam  also,  bnt  not  even  oxternnlly  or  appai^ntly  did  ik 
liave  any  connection  with  this  storm.     And  yet  there  waa 
not  one  who,  for  the  moment,  had  either  eyo  or  car  for  llic 
saene  in  tlie  de]>tha,  when  the  uloads  of  the  slaver)'  qneation 
veen  snddenly  rent  by  a  stroke  of  lightning.     This  was  all 
!ie  mora  eignlficaut  for  the  reason  that  the  Beiiftibly  increas- 
ig  seneitivenees  of  tbo  opposition  between  fi-codotn  and  the 
slnrocmcy  oonid  not  po&sibly  bo  ascribed  to  the  prevaleneoof 
the  fanaticism  of  a1)olition.     Since  tlio  breach  on  the  woman 
qnestion,  and  nn  the  justifiableness  and  rightfulness  of  polit- 
ical action,  abolitionism,  in  tlie  narrower  sense  of  the  term, 
had  been  retrograding.     TIio  principal  eocioties  were  indeed 
Btill  flourishing,  and  manifested  great  activity,  bnt  thong, 
gregate  number  of  societies  and  of  men)bei*s  was  decreasing.' 
The  efforts  of  the  abolitionistd  were  in  the  first  place  di- 
^^ceted  against  slavery  itself.     But  the  poiiite  abont  whieb 
Bthc  parliamentary  struggle  turned  were  now,  as  well  as  pre- 
^niously,  tho  right  of  petition  and  freedom  of  spe'^eh;  that 
^!t,  ill  congress,  tlie  matter  in  debate  was  etill  ita  awn  rights. 
Tbe  bettor  this  caiuo  to  bo  understood  on  both  sides,  tlie 
more  was  tho  south  cooccmed  to  achieve  a  decided  victory 
hwo,  altliongh  its  deetatnatiouii  were  <lirect«<l  principally 
Bgainst  the  abolitionists.    By  remaining  constantly  mi  guard 
and  keeping  np  tlie  battle,  sbolitioniBm  was  still  of  great  im- 
portance, but  it  suffered  a  great  \oas  when,  in  course  of  time, 
jplo  began  to  get  used  to  its  doctrinarian  radicalism.  The 
Dntli  abhorred,  hat«d  and  despised  Qarrison  and  lus  com- 
luions  with  all  tbe  intensity  of  which  its  hot  blood  was 
ipable;  bnt  with  the  rage  of  the  woimdcd  blood-hound,  it 
ou  tlio  heels  of  tlioee  who  —  beodloes  alike  of  soph- 

>Sea  Wilacn,  Kke  and  VuU,  «te..  I.  pp.  -Oee,  567. 
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istrjr  and  threats — dirocted  tbeir  shots  always  towards  the 
spot  wliicli  tlio  dragon-Uood  of  constitutional  compromiso 
liud  not  covoi-cd  ovdr  with  tto  iiuponctrable  armor  of  po«i. 
Ute  law.  If  tliey  were  not  now  made  to  bito  tUo  dott,  tlie 
futiii-c  belonged  to  tliem;  for  the  nbolitiotiist*  wouM  be 
sooner  or  later  jible  to  iichicve  what  now  was  impossible: 
tbe^'  could  carry  tlie  masiiea  along  with  tlicm.  The  koowK 
edge  of  tbi!^  fact  \vs%&  the  furj^  which  j^aded  tha  south  during 
l^ler^fi  administration  to  the  last  desperate  attempts  at  gug- 

Not  any  longer  alono,  but  ettll  before  all  others,  Adams 
stood  a  battler  for  the  absolute  rooognitioD  of  those  two  fun- 
damental I'JgLts  of  the  froo  popular  elato.  It  is  va»j  to  un- 
derstand why  it  \nB  that  the  slavocrats  would  baro  liked, 
above  all  things,  to  effect  his  ruin.  There  was  no  one  his 
equal  in  (lie  niilLority  of  age,  of  experience,  of  Icnowlodjj*,  or 
of  merit.  Alone  he  stood  in  hie  severe  independence,  and  in 
the  unajssailiiblo  purity  of  his  cliaractcr.  It  wiLS  itnpossiblo 
to  imputo  [jcrsonal  ambition  to  him  as  a  motive  any  lunger. 
Who  could  have  defended  himself  from  the  razor,  if  a  man 
like  Adams  had  been  compelled  to  lot  drop  tho  onmineut  of 
the  tree  man  under  the  sheai-s  of  the  slavocmcy!  The  calcula- 
tion was  &  fa\&6  one,  hard  as  tho  blow  dealt  wonld  have  iujuroil 
tho  caneo  of  liberty.  True,  the  iQa»4Cft  had  not  yet  gone  w 
£ir,  tliat  Adams,  like  Sampson,  could  hare  torn  down  iLa 
pillars  of  the  hoose.  Aud  it  was  certain  that  no  one  man 
coald  fill  bis  place.  But  it  was  oertoia  also  that  tlio  masaoi 
would  have  streamed  in  and  tilled  the  void  which  his  fall 
would  have  made.  The  very  thing  which  tho  south  wialtcd 
to  prevent  wonld  have  taken  place  all  the  soonor  and  all  Hxe 
more  omphaticnlly.  Tho  calculation  was,  indeed,  a  mistaken 
one,  but  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  soutli  calcnlatoil  id  that  war. 

The  general  onslaught  against  the  grim  old  comhataot 
was  immediately  preceded  by  a  skirmish  which  bore  witness 
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(far  tlie  hatred  and  fear  of  him  IismI  already  dri%-cn  thB 
extremiati*.  Ttterc  U  eometliing  in  hnman  natnre  which 
puts  n  bmllc  on  the  fimons  tongue  even  in  respect  to  tlia 
lotrest  pariah  when  he  atAnds  under  the  protection  of  snow- 
irhitc  hairs.  Those  in  whose  veins  the  "chivalrons"  blood 
of  the  slnvocmcj  beat  Fullest,  frecjucntl^r  knew  notluDg  of 
this  feeling  towards  the  old  man.  up  to  whose  knee  ttiej 

^■'CaraG  in  no  reapect  whatever.  It  was  to  the  bciircm  of  the 
brl^hteat  names  among  the  rcprcaenta lives  of  the  Bouth,  in 
the  house  of  ropresentativea,  to  ■whom  Adams  might  have 

B  more  that)  once  cried  ontjike  Gloster  to  the  furious  Ko- 
gan: 

"Tfanie  Iiiu'ra  which  Uimi  dooL  mvi>h  from  mjr  cliin, 
^^  Will  quicken  aai  Mciue  thee." 

Xike  Rpjfan.  th*;y  found  in  the  whiteness  of  the  hairs  only  a 
(opther  justification  of  time  action,  and  exclaimed,  full  of 

Btnoral  ind)i*oation: 

H  "So  wbit«,  aad  Riich  atnutorl " 

H     On  the  21st  of  January,  1842,  Adaiiw  laid  before  the  honae 

Hs  petition  allegwl  to  come  from  Georgia,  praying  for  his  po- 

Bnoral  from  the  chairmanship  of  the  committee  on  foreign 

Hftffairs,  and  moved  its  reference  to  this  committee  with  in- 

■  •trnctlon  to  chose  another  ctiainnaii  if  it  seemed  good  to 

them.'     Uaversham,  of  Geor^'a,  declared  that  he  had  already 

intimated  to  the  gentlemen  from  MasiiiaiihuRelts  that  the 

petition  was  presunmbly  a"huax."     Adams  did  not  think 

thatthi«  made  the  niarter  any  bettor,  and  a^ked  that  he  might 

he  permitted  to  defend  himHclT  agninsl  the  charges  made 

^againiie  liirn  in  the  petition.     The  imittcr  ciune  up  for  dia- 

Vcn^ion  on  the  following  day,  but  Adams  was  soon  silenced, 

and  when  he  wished  to  proceed  with  his  speech  on  tlie  24tk 

of  January,  tlie  houHe  n-'fuHcd  to  pL*riuit  him  to  do  ao  by  a 

rota  of  nlue^-one  agnln^t  seventy-six.     Ilopkius,  of  Vtr- 


ginin,  had  wUltod  to  modify  Aclatn«i'A  motion  io  that  tho  cotn- 
mttteti  Hhould  be  Instructed  to  euiii|>ly  u'ith  llie  wish  of  ihp 
pt'titiun;  »r.(l  Gilmer,  hiiiieelf  miieiiiber  of  the  ODmniittev. 
jaqoircd  whether  it  oonid  not  do  to  withont  aity  itiiitrni*tion 
fnun  tliB  htitjse.  Rayiior,  of  Xnpili  Camliim,  Iwworor,  atr- 
rivd  oS  the  pjJm;  luj  dcaert'cd  well  of  hU  nmticrr  iuannach 
as  ho  anved  iu  boaor  from  tlio  "  hurlequin  "  from  MaiMiebn- 

MttS.' 

Adams  vom  resulved  noC  to  permit  the  mntter  to  be  pat 
to  ouo  feiile  in  an  auilMgaoos  maimer^  bat  to  bring  k  lu  a 
deciaioD.  "NTben  he  brotig^it  it  up  for  (lisc»«siou  in  ibeeom- 
lutttw-, Gilmer dectai%!(I  hiiu««1f  ready  to  take  it  up  in  a  foruMl 
way,  and  tliat  lie  would  vote  for  Adams's  reniovul.*  lie  tliait 
icjurcd  bimsdf  {;r«8t)j.  As  he  conid  no  longer  hold  out  tbe 
hand  of  peace,  and  a&  Adams  shoved  Iiimt«lf  too  etroaj;  for 
him  and  his  isompanitHic,  lie,  Ilanier  of  Tirginta,  Rbeit  of 
South  Carolina,  and  Pmfiit  sent  in  their  resijniatToa.  In 
their  stead.  Cooper  of  TiTginia,  Chapman  of  Alabama,  and 
Holmes  of  Sonth  Carolina,  wen  at  first  appointed  roemhen 
of  the  oommittae,  bat  at  their  re^aost,  were  wi'Jtont  dlS- 
eutty  exeuspd  by  the  boiue^  IIm  bet  that  six  aU 
and  one  knight  of  the  slaramcy  decland  It  i: 
with  their  honor  to  ut  in  the  same  eocnmittee  with  Adaiw 
eookl  not  griera  him.  bat  only  add  to  hu  triumph. 

It  was  not.  as  tn  thi«  ca«e.  an  ca^  matter  with  tlw  ilavt 
harons,  once  ibcy  had  cmnpelled  their  oppaoeBta  to  enMi 
««i^BS  with  them,  to  sheathe  their  aworda  and  giro  np  ilw 
fiald  vitboat  a  blow.    Bat*  ittdeed,  nothing  dM  now  it- 
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tnaineU  for  them  to  do  if  tlioy  did  nut  wuit  to  malce  them> 
•eIvp»coin|tI«tely  ridiculous.  During  the  tlays  from  Die  24th 
(it  January  to  the  5tli  of  February,  the  great  decisive  battle 
between  Adams  and  the  eJnvocracy  was  fought,  and  the 
slavoeraey  met  with  au  igiiomiuioua  defeat. 

After  tbe  debate  on  the  Georgia  petitiou  had  been  cut  off, 
ama  ]>re»entcd  a  petition  to  the  house  from  citizens  of 
.verhill,  Miigfiach little,  j-cqtib&tiiij^  congreea,  without  delay, 
to  take  8tep«  toward  tlie  f)«act;ub]e  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
Xh«  ground  of  the  petition  was  the  ditTeruncc  between  the 
north  aud  south  growing  out  of  slavery,  but  the  word  tihivury 
was  avoided.  Adams  tuored  the  reference  of  the  petition  to 
a  ooiuniittee,  with  instructions  to  get  forth  tlie  reasons  d©- 
idiog  tbe  rejection  of  the  petition.  Hopkins  inqnired 
'hetlier  it  would  be  In  order  to  move  the  burning  of  die 
ition  in  the  pretieuoe  of  the  houi^el  But  his  coUeiigucg, 
Wise  and  GiLuier,  did  not  wiah  to  permit  the  bold  man  who 
had  dared  to  think  tliitt  the  terrible  word  wliich  tlie  south 
made  ou  every  occasiou  tlie  theme  uf  it«  declainiition,  should 
be  eren  spoken  in  the  north.  They  denutnded,  at  the  same 
time,  that  lie  sliould  be  fonnally  eeniinnij.'  But  tbe  oppor- 
tunity wa*  too  ;»ood  a  one  uot  to  create  some  four  tliat  loo 
grrat  haste  niiglit  pmt'ent  its  full  utilization.  The  gallows 
had  to  be  erected  aci^ordin^  to  all  tbe  rules  of  ttie  art,  in 
order  that  the  altogether  boo  skillful  criminal  might  be 
Sn&lly  hoisted  up. 

In  tlie  evening,  a  numerciuHly- at  tended  caucus  of  the 
MUthem  r«pre6cntatlveg  wae  bcld.  A  formal  resolution  was 
not  drn^n  up,  but  th^  feeling  was  evidently  in  favor  of  the 
nsolations  whicli  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  read,  with  the  ra- 

'lU]mcr'Blaurebpxfit^(tiim«T's  envy;  and  he  endearored  tosnrpooK 

oomMBcw  ol -th*  latter  by  tlie  [<^ll«wiuK  quotulioji:    "Bo    -    .    . 

I  eDdeaTonng  to  prenat  tta«  niusic  of  him  who,  in  tlie  i>piK«  o(  on4 

olxtug  moon,  wu  ttat«t&uui,  po«t,  liddlor  nnil  Intffoon."    KHee,  LXl, 

.!m. 
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mark  that  he  woald  certainlj  move  them  the  next  daj  id 
the  house.     According  to  his  own  adiiiieeiou,  h«  bad  in- 
tended, at  iirst,'  to  ask  the  expnkion  of  Adams,  bat  ta  be 
vonld  have  in  alt  probability  been  roelectod  \jy  bia  comtit- 
nents,  he  refrained  from  doing  so  on  the  advice  of  friends. 
The  rcsolnlions  contented  tliemficlves  witli  aa/ing  tliat  hU 
expnlsion  was  fallj  decierired,  and  repreaeatiag  the  adminJt- 
tration  of  the  "  sererest  censure  "  aa  an  "  act  of  grace  andj 
merer.*'    The  reasons  given  in  snpport  of  this  step  wore  »\ 
masterpiece  of  the  pecnliar  logic  which  distingniahed  iha , 
knigtits  of  the  "pecnliar  infttitntion."    Tliat  with  which  on 
all  other  davs  oongraM  was  threatened  tDddenl;  became  Bj 
**  direct  proposition  "  to  "  oomroic  peijaiy,"  becatiM  It  camej 
in  the  form  of  a  petition.     Bnt  not  for  this  reason  alone  was 
the  presentation  of  the  petition  to  be  considered  the 
insult  to  the  house  and  to  the  people  of  the  Dnited 
bnt  bccaii»c  the  carrying  out  of  the  proposiHoD  vuuld  in- 
volve tlie  "crime  of  high  treaaon.*"    The  drcamstancc  of  i 

•Nika.LXI.  p.393. 

■Tlw  molotioaa  ve  (prta  «ntira  in  KQh,  LXI.  p.  3S9.  Hoc  «n]j  i 
two  poDcipal  pUcM  we  citad  T<sl)atiin:  ■*  .  .  .  a  imponlioa.  tiiB*~  1 
lore,  to  the  npamabUiit*  ot  \ha  poopla  to  diMolTe  the  orguia  la««j 
framed  bj&drowAitMBti,  and  to  rappottvfaicii  tbefm  oomaandedl 
tbon  TnintW™ ^  to  be  iwvca  beCon  tkor  on  enter  into  tba  wbbcuUcm  of 
thapcHliiMlpowenngatedly  itaad  «alnHt«d  to  tbrm,  ia  a  higb  bntA 
ol  |irinlan>  *  OMtanpi  oBctmI  to  this  bvuse.  a  diivct  prorCMtaMi  to  tbt 
hcwtr*"^  and  fadt  membn-  o(  it,  to  oomsut  pequi?,  ami  umlring 
iiOMliirtr  ia  its  owobOB  and  its  wwumbp^s.  Um  dcstrraetioa  of  oar 
floaahr  and  thf  mme  of  high  lR*Mn.  .  .  .  Bcaahnd.  further,  TUl 
IhB  afamaid  John  g.  Adams,  far  tUa  buolt.  ttie  Snt  of  th«  Uad  mm 
oAnd  to  lb*  gontameat,  and  lor  tbe  wvuad  wbidi  be  baa  ponaitted  to 
be  ainwid.  thnogbUi  iDsUuraeMality,  it  tka  oonstitaUoa  sad  ^Tk^afr  itf 
Us  ooaali;,  tb*  pMM^  tb«  Mcoritr  and  Kborty  cd  Uw  paeplt  of  Ibsr 
itat— .  ii>l[ht  TTiil  babeUto  merit  escnlsion  ban  the  nitjanil  coaaoU 
and  tbe  bOvM  4«<bi  it  an  act  el  fiav  and  umuij;  when  tb^  oaly  inftrf 
■poB  Um  Ibsnr  «STsresl  MBsan  kr  caadoct  PD  atlarir  Btnraclli;  ot  bu  pirt 
HlitfaMtottaililSMdhiscnMatpMtiaa    TbistbcTbanbfdeteflM 
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secondary  conBidemtion  that  Adanii«  had  moviad  tbe  refusal 
of  tlie  [>»tltioii  wm  for^tten  liv  Mnreliall  in  liis  haste. 

Adiuus  at  first  answered  onl^-  aliortly.  He  caused  the  first 
pamgra]ilis  of  the  dectlarntion  of  independence  to  be  read  to 
call  to  the  mind  of  the  hon»e  that  the  llDitcd  States  b^aii 
the{i-  life  M-itli  tlie  oonfession  of  faith  that  a  people  had  tbe 
right  to  alter  their  government,  to  ehnngo  it  or  destroj-  it,  if 
its  continnod  existence  became  irreconcilable  with  Uieir  wel- 
faro.  He  reminded  the  south  of  a  eeriee  of  erenta  which 
had  happened  in  vcr^  recent  times,  and  which  afforded  most 
frightfnl  evidenc*  how  systematically  it  had  gone  to  work  to 
undermine  all  the  1!l>erties  of  the  people  and  tlie  most  ectsen* 
tlal  righta  of  tlie  citizens,  to  tliat  there  really  was  no  lack  of 
material  for  the  di^eiieeion  of  the  question,  whether  the  case 
contemplated  hy  the  declunition  of  indepeiidenco  had  oc- 
curred or  might  not  very  easily  occur  in  tbe  near  fntnre. 
'^Tf  yon  had  not  riolatod  the  riglit  of  petition  you  would 
never  have  seen  this  petition."  lie  cried  out  to  It.  He  re- 
minded Maishall  personally  that  the  constitution  itself  de- 
fined tbe  crime  of  high  treason,  and  had  not  left  that  task  to 
"his  pnny  mind." 

Tliese  eiight  intimations  should  have  womod  the  pock  of 
hounds  that  their  gunic  would  make  a  hard  stand,  even  if 
their  cowardly  desire  were  realized  atid  Adams  were  com- 
pelled, without  any  time  for  oonsidcratioo,  to  bring  forward 
what  he  had  to  say  iu  bis  defense  or  his  exousc.  But  the 
debate  proceeded  and  took  a  course  wliich  com{>clled  the  old 
inun  to  stretch  his  intellectual  po\rei-fi  totheirpointof  great- 
tal  energy,  even  if  the  deeuying  covering  of  his  fiery  spirit 
•bould  be  torn  to  sln-etls.  If  it  ever  was,  it  was  now,  a 
sacred  duty  to  himself  and  to  bis  people  to  redeem  his  rov 

Tialnti'nan'—  of  their  own  purity  and  dimity;  for  tlie  rest,  the;  biro  htm 
nm  to  taic  own  eonacwawi  fttid  tbo  indignation  of  all  tme  American 
fMiiitBB.'* 


474   JACKSON'8  ADHXXBTIUnON  —  AintHIATIOS  OF  TKXAg. 

to  die  ujKm  tlie  UreacU.'  'Wiee  took  Uie  floor  oad  erected  a 
moiiumcot  to  the  domorolizin^  influence  of  tlavety,  to  wliieh 
few  of  tlie  maay  anwiUing  solf- condemnations  of  the  sontb 
arc  equal.  To  titoee  wbo  liad  opposed  &  coort-nuirtiai  exe- 
cotiou,  lie  defiantly  and  with  tlic  certainty  of  victoiy  aent 
tlie  cbullcugu:  '^Coino  on,  HacdufE,  and  danui'd  Le  he  tIk* 
firet  cries,  hold,  cnonghl'*' 

Tltc  slavo-mad  dog  tore  to  pieces  the  crown  of  this  Itfo  of 
Ave  and  seventy  yeare.  sparing  not  a  single  «prig  of  green 
nor  a  single  bright  Ulofifiom  which  tho  confidoucc  and  tbt 
reverent  ix-uc^iition  of  the  people  had  woven  into  iL  Hie 
white-haired  hypocrite,  who,  from  the  earliest  yean  of  hit 
nuuobood,  bod  not  ghuuned  deeecratiog  even  the  afibea  of  tbe 
dead  io  order,  par&site-liko,  to  creep  around  tbe  tables  of  all 
the  influeulial,  »tood  uuiuasked  at  Uat.  Henry  A.  AVise  of 
Virginia,  declared  hiniEcIf  filled  with  ** loathing  "  ami  '^coo- 
tempt"  for  John  Qiiiiicy  Adatna."  Henry  A.  Wise  stood 
like  tho  aogol  of  judgment  with  the  fkmin^  sword  in  hU 
baud,  and  cried  out  to  all  the  world  tbat  John  Quincy  Adan)» 
WAS  as  politically  dead  as  Burr  and  Arnold,  and  that  tbv 
people  turned  shuddering  away  from  bim.*    This  would  bare 


■He  hatwriUeu  in  hia  diary  oa  tbe SMb  ol  IfSanh.  1&41:  "TUn  woriil. 
the  flctb,  and  all  the  dcnla  in  lu>ll  ate  anoyed  agaiiiet  any  man  wba  im* 
ID  tbii  Nortl)  Amrricaa  Utuon  ^&U  daie  to  join  Ibe  standard  of  Abnttcbtr 
God  Io  pot  (imrn  the  Abicaa  riare-tnde;  aad  what  tan  I,  npoo  tka  rm^ 
«(  m;  wwnty-fcmrifa  fairtfadaj,  with  a  ■kakiRB  hand,  a  darknisf  tf%  a 
drnmr  bcain,  aad  with  all  mj  lacultiei  droppinc  lEOm  ma  ods  hf  od^  a* 
tbe  teeth  an  droppdig  bvm  my  bead — wbaleaaldotertli«eaa*of  Ood 
and  taaa,  for  tbe  \fngKm  of  houaa  — ""'p1"fr.  Cor  tfao  ninniimiuii  ol 
tbe  Afrioaa  fla*vtnde7  T«t  mjr  eooMMDee  pnmm  ma  ou;  let  om  W 
«*up(KtkebKMb.'-    M«ia»X.p.4H. 

•Nik»,LXl.pca61. 

■"1l«  reamn  (for  tb«  mjnest  that  tbe  booM  a^fat  permit  bin  U> 


.  bora  nMias  Qb  tbe  rantutaou]  u  the  pfiwnal 
I."    HmL, 
"nw  ffMUsawa  yrtB  pohticalbr 


mBlatafl  Ibol  for  ti»  i 


_  dn^Md 
ikadi  doad  at  B«r— deailai  Ar 
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been  infinitely  comical  were  it  not  tliat  it  afforded  terrible 
evidence  wtiither  sluvery  was  driniig  the  sou'tli. 

Adiiras  did  tiul  consider  it  time  yet  w  begin  to  justify 
tlmwlf.  He  had  to  do  ^riih  a  legal  qiieAttun  the  decisioD 
of  wliicli  liiid  a  bviiring  uf  inesitiiiiable  extcut-  Hence  he 
could  not  have  permitted  ]m  feelings  to  niuke  him  tnrrcii- 
iler  his  first  {loHitiou  withoiita  struggle,  lledid  not  abstain 
from  giving  Wise  and  Mar^liall  a  few  hard  side-blows.  To 
the  latter,  he  gavK  the  f»llierly  adrice,  if  he  would  accom- 
lilish  wliiit  hits  talents  fitted  liim  for,  to  go  to  ti  law  school  to 
the  alplinbet  uf  the  rigltta  of  citi»:ns  luid  of  tnonibera 
of  the  house.'  Without,  however,  eulering  more  in  detail 
into  the  ^nbject  il^f,  he  ilrst  asked  the  bouse  for  a  formal 
resolution  on  the  question  whether  it  would  take  the  re&ola- 
>U8  into  con^idemtioii  at  all.  The  hoiiee  answered  this 
estion  in  the  afllrmntive,  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  nnd 
![hceen  agitinst  Keventy<fire,  tlint  is,  it  claimed,  according 
lu  Adams's  view,  tlie  right  to  '■  try  him."* 

Before  Adams  took  tlie  floor  ii»»in  after  this  decision,  three 
Mtitliern  reprcseotativos  entered  the  lists  for  him,  and  not 

mU.  Tbe  people  woald  look  upon  bim  with  wonder,  would  Bbudder,  and 
"    n.id.p.»64. 

'  *  Where  ilid  tb«  ffpntl»niiui  ad  hi*  taw.  Auur-dlj  cot  trnm  his  miote 
Ifrom  Chief  Jnstiiv  Alimhnllj  .  .  .  lie  luu  talcntu  to  miUi^  bimsell 
tbe  oroament  anil  tbi;  uiary  of  his  oouatry:  hut  if  hr  meanR  to  do  so,  i^t 
hbngo  homo — lot  bim  go  to  some  law  tcbool,  and  Ivam  aUtdaof  tho 
rights  of  Ibe  citizens  of  tbcM:  statu  and  of  th«  mcicbcra  of  tbia  Iioutie  — 
let  bim  lean  that  il  there  is  a  di*|tnce  In  thii  hoiiiip  it  m  Ifae  {inwiitaliati 
ft  sack  resdationo  tut  thne  which  be  hw  offm^d  BKaiust  onv  ol  its  niem- 
ban.  cfannzinfT  him  with  crimes,  mKly  to  udmii  them  ui  proofi  of  criaiev, 
Midofifrinff  tbcm  u  if  the  party  iniplicaM  liad  b»Mi  tried  and  found 

nillj.  That  is  the  fonntUttaii  ot  liis  moliitioti:  nor  taa  the  house  itdopt 
I  witfaoatdeoidiusthatthe  pcnon  is  gailt;  of  thoM  crimen."    Ibid., 

■  Aitams  looked  upon  the  resolutions  as  a  criminal  mmpliUut.  and  hcnca 
(lained  all  the  wospons  of  dcf rase  snaiBntcod  bj  tiie  sixth  luueodouiot  of 
thaoMistiltitton  to  a puson oriniinallr  piwm-uiad. 
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with  l>Iades  of  straw  instead  of  lancca    Undorwood.of  K 
tackj,  proiidlji'  wore  Uic  black  feather  of  the  elarooracj,  but' 
be  revolted  at  the  attempt  to  punish  Adams  "  foran  imputed 
jDOtive."     lie  eaw  more  clo&Hj,  too,  tlma  the  great  majority 
of  tlic  (iliivc-holden.    Di.<iiolve  the  Union,  bo  said,  and  It  i» 
all  over  witli  slavery  iu  the  border  states;  yoor  gag-!awB 
a  suicidal  folly.'    IBotts  catechised  his  southern  coIlcagD< 
with  the  simiUlude  of  tlio  moto  and  the  beam,  nud  roin 
them,  among  other  things,  that  the  secretary  of  tlic  naty* 
Upshur,  of  Virginia,  was  a  decided  advocoteof  the  immediate 
disBuliitioii  of  ttio  Union.     And  Arnoh).  of  Tennoesee,  called 
on  them  to  reflect  that  Wise  and  Hai-sh&tl,  by  their  want  of 
moderation,  Imd  fought  a  great  battle  for  tlie  abolitionifite, 
and  gave  them  some  good  iu^truction  aa  to  tlio  domaaaor 
which  WU8  to  l>t:exi>ectod  of  "boy&"  ton-ardd  old  men. 

It  is  quc&tionnble  whether  Wise  wonld  still  haro  exclaimed: 
"  damn'd  be  ho  who  lint  cries,  hold,  enough."     Marfthall'a 
speech  of  thi*  28th  of  January,  against  Adams,  showed  that 
Lie  certainty  of  victory  was  already  gready  diminislied.  And 
DOW  Adams  began  his  defense.    He  demanded  a  great  nnni- 
ber  of  duettmeuta  which  he  said  were  nece»ftary  to  hiedefi 
Although  the  house  acceded  only  in  small  part  to  his  d» 
mand,  it  soon  became  apparent  tliat  he  wajs  not  lackinj^  in 
material.     lie  had  repeatedly  offerod  to  Ivnve  the  time  of  the 
bouse  to  its  ]e<,'itimate  legislative  tasks  ff  an  end  wore  palto 
bis  trial  for  heresy  in  a  manner  which  be  could  aocepL     As 
his  offer  had  not  been  accepted,  he  now  declared  htmadf 
freed  from  a11  resjHinsibiHty  as  to  how  many  days  or  evm 
weeks  he  mij:ht  need  for  his  defense.    And  itmightbo  w«dci^ 
if  not  months,  for  his  defense  was  to  lie  the  whole  dark  hl»S 
toryofthe  slavocnicy.     What  Gilmer,  Wise  and  MarahnU     ' 
wanted  of  this  man,  with  his  powerful  mind,  Ida  inciurs^ 

**' Uwe  cannot  bear  tbe  ditcaaeion  of  this  qtwctiioi  we  an  alnadj  ■■nc— 
lOBA  btjond  at]  hopo  el  nderoptian,"    Nilo,  UU,  p.  36t. 
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logic,  his  nnsur|wi?secl  knowledge,  his  bitiDg  sai-casm  and  high 
moral   mobility,  was  not  thnt  bo  sliontd  follow  tliis  liistorT' 
[into  its  luiuutest  deEails  and  expose  Ita  deepest  nnd  most  ^^e- 
cret  folds  to  the  e_ye«  of  the  peo])Ie.    But  Adams  was  uot 
willing  to  gire  tliein  any  qiinrter.     He  felt,  indeed,  that  the 
.tnttUi  wag  coiiBnmiiig  llio  remnaiils  of  hit  lifu,  but  liU  brain 
unceasingly,  through  the  long  nights,  forged  new  vreapona 
oat  of  the  materials  collected  for  that  purjxJBO  by  his  friends. 
The  cr!niln;d   was  traiigfonned  into  the  jiid-^er,  and  in  the 
whole  TTuioii  there  was  not  a  man  who  could  go  lo  judgment 
■with  the  alavocracy  with  such  destructive  re«ttlta  to  It  aa 
Adams.     Tito  "boys"  had   wished   to  hit  him  over  the 
IcuQckles,  but  the  scourge  in  his  hands  cut  bloody  strcuka  in 
their  fle>h.     Their  jdedged  ''honor"  made  the  sconrged 
Icnights  keep  their  word,  but  the  entire  slavocracy  breathed 
.leavily  when  he  was  ready  to  slop,  and  the  whole  matter  was 
id  on  the  table  hy  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  eix  agaio&t 
inoly-throo,  on  the  5th  of  Tebruary.' 
Thia  ■*  trial "  of  John  Quincy  Adams  ven&  far  ramored 
'rom  Wing,  ns  had  Xteen  rept^iitedly  claimed  in  tSic  debatAi  ft 
frtdtlesa  relation.     It  was  one  of  the  ino6t  decittivc  battles 
for  one  of  the  most  important  principles,  a  battle  pregnant 
vith  the  greatest  consequences.     Adams  was  cntin:ly  right 
when  he  said  titat  all  the  attempta  hitherto  made  against 
^Ktbe  right,  of  |>etitiiin  were  thrown  f:ir  into  tlu^  shade  by  the 
^'Varahall  resolutions.    If  the  hoiiee  could  declare  one  petition 
I       to  be  so  monstrous,  that  the  mmple  presentiition  of  it  made 
I       a  representative  liable  to  l»e  wverely  punished,^  it  might  do 

^B  <NtlM.LXl.p.3S3. 
^^  '  Adams  ti«rer  bad  anrthini;  to  mjr  agiuiut  ihx  ropoiuibilitj  which  tho 
mprctentative  bean,  according  to  En^ish  parliamMitarj'  nmtfe.  (or  CTtty 
petitioD  prexwted  by  Itim.  But  not »  word  of  blanio  win  iittptixl  \>y  any 
one  u  to  tho  form  of  the  Uiivr-rtiill  petition,  und  ita  oontenta  did,  not  »io- 
Ule  HUT  prindi<le  of  th«  seneral  moral  law,  but  wu  conceniod  witb  a 
'  poltlioU  qoMtian. 
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tlie  ftoute  in  r^ard  to  cvcrj  jictitioo  which  it  might  cktii 
toqaaliryin  theBame  maiiDer.'     The  gag-rules  were  the  a| 
phcatiuD  of  an  ohjcctionable  and  unrauetitutional  principle 
to  a  very  definite  question.    Marehall'a  reeolutionft,  on 
uthrr  hand,  contained  the  general  reoognitioD  oE  this  prit 
cipic,  iiivolved  Uic  right  of  applying  it  to  every  cuw,  at  pit 
nro,  nnd  piishcd  ita  coneeq^uencee  to  the  extreina    Jklarghtdr^ 
rceolulioQs  wero  a  forward  movement,  along  the  wholo  Hd^ 
from   the  position  of  the  gag-riiles.     IJut  such  fomrard 
novements  in  politics  nerorend  in  tlie  eimplc  rc&tomtioD  of 
the  shlua  ante.    Adams  had  not  only  n:{K:lltid  the  attack^ 
bat  by  this  menns  of  itaeU  greatly  promoted  the  wioning^ 
bade  what  had  been  previously  lost:  he  had  token  the  ga|^ 
one  of  tlie  oionth  of  tlie  people  for  all  tiai&    On  the  3d  of 
Harch,  Giddinga  presented  a  petition  from  Anstinburg,  iA^ 
Ohio,  to  tho  house,  praying  for  a  diasolntion  of  the  UQiotL^ 
^ot  a  word  was  now  heard  of  eensnre,  of  the  disgrace  of  the 
house,  of  a  proposition  to  commit  pcrjnry  or  high  treason. 
Ifithoiit  any  pomp  or  flourish  of  trumpets,  the  occeptaoce 
of  the  petition  was  relnscd  by  a  rotCof  ubo  handrod  and  six- 
teen against  t n't iity- four.' 
Tho  rictory  wm  a  great  one,  but  there  was  still  mu^U^^ 


' "  Wbcco  i*  his  law  for  thargta^  a  ooostitaeiit  with  bigfa  mtam  wd 
nmdemeaaora  for  excndsrng  Uw  ooiwtitiitioDsl  nsbt  ot  pttitioaf  WIhr 
in  lav  »  CDC  ncti  word  to  b*  found?  But  it  the  Iumub  do  bmubm  Mdl  a 
power— if  therdniiB  audi  an  anUioritjr  id  tliii  aue  —  thej  lyumeitia 
ntertanee  to  era;  petitioB  pMKnted  hise.  Ibejr  SBeit  a  diigetioa«T 
powiT tn  tbk  hoose  to  paa'a\i  aconriitaeat  fat  pttMntinc  any  pcmion.  ffl 
joa  cut  ptutish  him  for  prwwiiting  a  petition  peaoaaUy  to  duBOln  tUi 
Ppioii.  tlwii  yon  caa  inanA  fcr  tha  f  I'Miatitian  ft  ongr  abolilio<i  petilioa. 
UUMineg«dci^^alteferauebe<3eRbed,thstwiIlaiineiieit.  .  ■ 
I  hav*  dttsil  od  the  sntlanan  tgun  lad  ugm  for  fau  taw.  Ha  obboi 
dsow  any.  And  1  my  ha  Uhiflai  ut  iwik"*  ^  aBiiinMim'  that  I  am  a 
tevcref  Uwol^t  of  tba  petition."    Nila.  LXI,  p.  4ia 

*Kaa.LXll.  p.  tSO.    8MalMUcm.otJ.Q.  A«Ubu,XI,  P.10SL 
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dcK  Tlie  monOi  of  the  re|»r^«ntativoeo£  the  people irae  still 
closed,  rind  mijjlit  have  ix-umiiicd  closed  a  cousiderabl©  time 
longer,  if  tlic  slavccraoy  had  not  allowed  itself  to  be  carried 
avay,  by  its  rage  over  the  defeat  jnet  suffered,  to  a  cotirse. 
of  violence  entirelj  nnparallclod  even  in  its  own  fliinaU.  If 
Adamii  had  torn  llieir  rope  in  pieces,  it  was  perhaps  still 
•troug  enough  for  a  Giddinge,  eFpecially  if  the  nooac  were 
drawn  .witliont  leaving  him  time  even  to  open  his  mouth. 

Onthu  27th  o£  Occobcr,  1S41,  the  brig  "Creole,"  y,-ith  ik 
car^  of  over  a  hundred  elnvca,  had  set  esil  from  Hampton  for 
Now  Orleans  On  the  7th  of  November,  a  part  of  the  fttaTW 
had  revolted  and  ovei-powered  tlie  crew.  One  of  the  slave- 
owners w»$  kilUtl  in  tlioetru^le.  Two  days  later  the  brigran 
into  the  harbor  of  Nuj<«aa.  The  English  niithoritics  nf  tho 
Island  acted  with  tlie  mass  of  the  slnie*.  us  tho^"  hud  always 
done  in  snrh  oaacs.  Thofte  chained  with  tlie  revolt  and  with 
the  murder  were  imprisoned  to  await  examination, hut  their 
Mirrcnder  Wi-ithont  the  command  of  the  government;  to  tlie 
American  consul  was  refused.  "Webster  liiwtencd  to  state  the 
grievances  of  this  mode  of  procedure,  in  a  dispatch  to  the 
minister  in  London.'  TbereoBonson  which  the  di«jiatch  was 
based.  8(arle<i  out  with  the  nssnmption  thai  the  flag  of  tho 
Unitod  States  caused  the  blacks  to  remain  slaves  even  on  tbe 

igh  cats,  hecanse  tlie  voyage  of  the  "  Creole  "  from  Virginia 
to  l/iiiisinna,  with  alaves  on  board,  was  "perfectly  lawful," 
and  bccanec  tlic  fila\T8  were  "recognized  as  property  by  the 
conEtitntion  of  tho  United  States  in  those  states  (I)  in  which 

lavcry  euat^."  Qc  accordingly  looked  u]>oti  Uie  negroes  as 
guilty  of  ^mutiny  and  murder,"  and  declared  that  the  law  of 

ations  made  it  the  dnty  of  Kngland  to  surrender  them.  Tlie 
vgumcnt  was  ba«cd  80  onti  rely  on  the  resolutions  of  Calhoun 
wf  the  4tb  of  Uardi,  1840,  already  tueuliouod,  that  he  took 


■Kao.  LXI,  pp.  403.  «H;  January  29.  1St2. 
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occaeioij,  in  the  senate,  to  express  his  entire  tiliefaction  with 
tlium.' 

Qiddings,  in  the  hane^,  met  this  view  of  the  adminiatn- 
tJoD.  OD  the  21et  of  March,  1&12,  witha  ecric«  of  rccolutione, 
the  essential  contents  of  wbioh  was  briefly  the  foUoving: 
since  slavery  abridges  the  natnral  rights  of  man,  it  eon  mart 
only  by  virtue  of  a  positive  rauuicipal  lav, and  isneoessftrily 
confined  to  the  JDrisdiction-tcrritory  of  the  power  which 
makes  it;  tliat  the  jurisdiction  of  the  separate  states  of  the 
TTiiion  did  not  extend  over  the  high  keoR;  thai  the  iu^tdoi 
on  boarrl  the  "Creole"  hnd  violated  no  law  of  tlia  Umled 
States,  eincc  tliey  had,  on  tlie  high  seas,  placed  thcmedm 
again  in  posseeeion  of  their  natural  right  to  liberty,  and  had, 
therefore,  incarrcd  no  legal  pimishmc-nt;  that  any  ottcmpCto 
obtain  coiiti'ol  over  them  again,  or  to  mntce  slaves  of  them 
agiJn,  was  not  warranted  by  the  constitntion  or  tho  lawv  of  th« 
United  Statc!t,and  was  irreconcilable  with  the  national  honor.' 

That  was  more  than  tho  nerves  of  tho  slaveholders  conld 
bear.  Botts,  who  had  jnst  atrirea  for  the  right  of  petiUoa, 
demanded  tlie  administration  of  a  severe  cenfiaro,aad  based 
his  motion  on  the  following  considerations:      1.  That  no 

'  "Tbs  letter  wbieh  bad  been  lead  was  diawo  apwithfimtkbiU^.aBd 
GQTcrod  tli»  gtoasd  wbich  had  been  famed  oa  this  miijett  by  all  partin 
inlbeMMto.  H«b«p«d  that  it  would  ban  a.  benaSeial  •OSel.  not  oaljr 
opoa  lb«  Uaited  Stated  bat  Gnat  Britain.  C«mng  bAa  tha  qnartarit 
did.  thie  dociiment  would  do  inoiv  fptod  tbui  is  comuMr  bota  anj  oUtn 
qnaxter."  Thirty  Teoa' Vww,  II,  jv  *li.  UdMcrrM  to  bo  menliODed, 
that  Aduus.  as  raiiy  &s  Miudt,  1^1.  fp»la  ol  Webrtar'a  "  extreme  wi&i- 
tade  to  eoDcUiaU  tba  •outb."  U«m.  UJ.Q.  Admna,  X,  p.  448.  Is  ituw^ 
1818,  be  calls  bim  "a  hcaitl«M  traitor  to  tbo  «mn  of  homw  beedom.' 
lUd.  XI.  p.  384. 

■Oulduigt,UM.oftluR*bellion,p.  190.  Oa  thfi  oocuioa.  Adams  df 
clued  •cainit  tbe  priadple  hitberio  uniTtnaUj  reovaiaed,  tfaat  tba  co» 
•titutioo  bad  left  "  aatebialfa  jmiidinliOQ  "  i)¥er»la?ay  to  tfat  atalaa  wHUa 
Ifaeir  raapecUre  timito,  aod  made  lbs  micrtioa  wbidi  teemed  inasae  le  tta 
Kath,  that,  m  caae  of  iniaaion  or  of  insanection,  tiie  gonnuumAti  tkl 
Daion  laifbfe  tvaa  go  w  hr  aa  to  abotiib  iLat«y. 
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gowl  citizen,  and  eepocially  no  representative,  should  excite 
di&satiBtaction  or  provoke  a  division  of  \iewg  in  respect  to  a 
^nestlon  on  wliicli  diplomatic  negotiations  wore  ponding, 
aud  tt-liicii  might  precipitate  England  and  the  tlniled  Statce, 
and  perhaps  the  "whole  civilized  world,"  into  a  warj  and 
2.  Tliat  Giddings'a  roaolotionB  countenanced  sedition  and 
murdi-T.'  As  Botta  at  the  moment  was  not  entitled  to  intpo- 
diioc  a  rciolution,  he  asked  foraHnspenaion  of  the  roloe.  As 
a  few  votce  wens  wanting  to  make  up  the  two-thirda  major- 
ity' required  forthcadoptionof  this  motion,  a  rcpreaontativo 
bom  the  northern  states,  and  a  special  ootleagtieof  Qiddinga, 
170110?,  of  Oliio,  prostituted  himself  so  far  as  not  only  to 
adopt  the  Botta  resolution,  bat  also  to  move  the  previous 
qttestion  deraaiided  by  Botta.'  If  this  were  granted,  not 
only  woald  all  debate  liave  heeu  cut  ofT,  but  all  opportunity 
for  GiddingB  to  defend  himself.  If  he  wished  to  eay  any- 
thing in  iiis  jnptification,  he  hod  to  do  it  undor  the  name  of 
•  "pririle^'ed  question,"  before  the  biking  of  the  vote. 
He  askwi  a  postponement  forafewdaya  in  vain.  Tho  houM 
adjourned  without  having  come  to  a  vote  On  tho  following 
day,  tJie  debnte  n*aa  contiau^d  a  while  on  all  kinds  of  qQO»- 
tion«  of  order,  but  Uie  result  of  all  the  talk  waa  that  the  pre- 
vious qTie«tion  was  resolved  upou  by  nincly-fivc  against 
uiuety-one  votes;  tliat  Giddings  had  no  opportunity  to  speak, 
and  tliat  the  Botts-Wellcr  regolntions  were  adopted  by  a  vot« 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  against  sixty-nine.  As  soon 
ts  the  vote  wsa  announced,  Giddings  resigned  his  poettloD, 
took  formal  leave  of  tlie  Gpc-ahcr,  and  left  the  haU. 
Of  the  repreeentativca  of  tho  northern  states,  forty-seven 


'  Sea  the  wonline  of  Botls's  motion.    Hilvn,  LXII,  p.  62. 

•On*  tiimdwtt  and  twentr-elfrltt  againit  iixty-eiftbl. 

*  Adaiin  wUs  WuUer  "  tlitt  mnktet  Pint- Point*  democni  in  tbe  tumMi" 
Hem.,  XI,  192.    At  that  time.  di«  Pivp-PointB  wen  the  mnunal  portkn 
rt  Um  city  ot  New  York,  which  hud  b«com«  piorarbial. 
81 
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had  yoUid  irith  the  majonty,  and  twenty-five  had  refitiiwd 
fmm  voting,  or  wvro  ftbscnt.  Only  about  OQe-UalC  bad  hod 
the  conrage  to  oppose  this  attempt  on  tho  froedom  o£  spcccli 
ted  of  conviction  of  the  roprescntattvc,  an  attompt  lu 
cowardlyos  it  was  bold;  and  over  OQO-third  had  participated 
ID  it.'  But  there  waa  a  higher  oonrt  to  whieh  an  appeal 
front  congress  might  be  taken.  Was  it  expected  that  tho 
northern  population  would  approve  the  bnuidlDg  of  tlie 
elicrks  of  their  reprc«viitativei  for  tlie  rcascrn  that  tboeo  rep- 
resentatives dared  he  of  tlie  conviction  that  no  power  had 
been  granted  to  tlie  federal  antlioritios  to  liirn  tho  conetitii' 
tion  and  the  laws  of  the  UuioQ  into  handcuffs  and  a  la»h  for 
the  nse  of  the  slave-bail  iff e,  and  becanse  thej  coneidered 
their  approval  of  tho  slave  trade  between  state  and  state  as  a 
blot  on  tbe  national  honor?  Tlie  vote  on  the  Botts-Wcllfa- 
reiiolutioTi  is  one  of  the  acts  of  lowrstdobesemcntof  the  poU- 
ticinns  of  tlic  northcni  states  under  thdr  masters,  tlie  slave- 
holders,  and  one  of  the  acts  of  lowest  debasement  of  the  slare 
barons  nnder  their  mistruis,  slavery.  Kererdtd  Henry  Otay 
do  himself  so  much  honor  as  at  the  moment  when  he  thanked 
Giddings  for  the  firmnei^s  with  which  he  had  opposed  that 
riolciico  wliicli  cried  to  heaven.*  The  sUveHolder,  Hnuy 
Clay,  declared  it  to  be  a  moaatrous  thinji;,  that  a  repreeeata- 
tjve  should  be  pniiish(.-d  for  the  exposition  of  his  views 
against  the  stave  trade  from  state  to  state  under  the  national 
flag,  while  the  execntire  vid  the  senate  were  occupied  with 
the  task  of  engaging  the  nation  to  protect  that  trnde  to  an 
extent  which  could  not  yet  be  calculated.  TTas  it  believed 
that  the  population  of  the  northern  states  would  quietly  ac- 
oommodatc  themselves  to  the  fact  that  the  slavocrata  ahoidd 


■ 

I 


■OdI;  two  repreaentattfes  from  tbe  aoathMn  rtaUa,  Fop«  uid  DadB- 
irood,  of  Eeotuckr.  mted  against  the  naolaUon.  Sss  tbs  tirt  Ot  vatm  V 
■tata  In  Giddiiig*'s  liisL  of  the  RebcUkn,  pp.  lM-168. 

*3iA.U  the  R«beUiaa.  p.  188. 
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dutcriuinc  tUo  liuiiu  beyoud  wliich,  ocder  penalty  of  deEam- 
fttory  ceiuurc,  tho  couslitutioDal  couvictioutf  of  no  rejjro- 
B6QUt)vd  ehould  prcfumci  to  be  unfavorable  to  tlieir  exclusive 
iDtenNstel  Tliuru  were  plzices  Ivft  iu  tbu  Uniuu  iii  wliicli 
iucb  an  ituputatioa  called  forth  the  most  riolent  iodignation. 

Wbea  Giddings  rcacbcd  out  his  hand  to  take  Icavo  of 
Adaiu^  the  old  tuuu'ii  uiuutiou  was  m  doep  ihat  he  coald 
only  say:  "I  hope  we  shail  soon  have  you  back  again."* 
GidJitiga  was  reciectetl  by  an  overwboUiiing  majority,  and 
with  iustructlous  tu  Jatroduce  hia  reaotutioiis  oiicu  more. 
This  was  a  plain  aaswor  to  the  audacious  veuture  of  the 
elarocracy.  Oaly  by  all  sorts  of  parlianientiLry  btratagem 
could  tlie  proud  masters  protect  tlicniiiolvos  from  the  humil- 
iation of  twirig  obllgtMl  to  Hsl^u  to  thu  resolultoiLS  ouco  0101*6, 
and  to  dltipoae  of  thum  in  some  decent  manner.  Many  o£ 
them  finally  ivco^'niied  that  the  entire  gag-policy  had  been, 
indeed,  a  stiittidal  fully.  The  potion  was  a  bitter  one,  nor 
vas  it  eweetenod  by  the  fact  that  the  alavocntcy  would  ftoon 
have  to  be  BatiiiQed,  if  only  t!i«  {mmuu  of  the  "correct"  doc- 
trines were  not  disturbed  in  the  records.  Wlml  wa»  obtained 
bom  England  in  tlie  negotiations  with  Lord  Aahburton 
amonnted  to  the  general  promise  that,  tn  these  complicated 
caaas,  in  future,  it  would  take  pains  to  be  formally  aa  con- 
siderate as  jKisfiible.  Even  Culhoua  euvelope<l  liiraself  hence- 
forth in  dignified  aileuee  on  thia  question.*  It  was  tlie  Borry 
GOiuoladon  of  the  boy  worsted  in  the  scuffle,  lliat  othera 
lifld  aBSored  hiui  the  south  had,  by  no  means,  given  up  ita 
elaitns,  but  only  waited  fur  a  more  opportune  time  to  assert 
them  once  inore  sgaiuat  Knglaad. 

Tlie  defeat  of  the  slavocracy  in  the  case  of  Oiddings,  bow. 

'  Mem.  of  J.  Q.  Aamiw.  XI.  p.  114. 

'  Oidding*  (witi.  that  so  far  as  he  wiu  iDfonned.  Caliuiiin  hiniB&if  wBret 
agilD  toudicd  upon  tlu)  qacetion  io  private  oaiiYi:nii.tion.  HuL  of  tba 
Bebtfaon,  p.  VjZ. 
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ever,  was  of  importmicc  not  in  relation  to  the  gag-polic; 
unlj.  Gid(]in^*s  rei»)lut[oiii3  vera  based  on  one  general  fnn. 
(lamentAl  thonglit  of  the  grentcst  »cope.  This  tUoaglit  had 
been  frequently  expressed  by  otliere  before  him,  and  the 
right  oonseqnences  in  re^gord  bo  the  one  und  the  other  ooo- 
Crete  qqestion  had  been  already  dnwu.  But  to  6iddingB 
more  rtinn  to  any  other  person  belongs  the  crodit  of  having, 
nlth  full  oonsciouanets,  made  it  the  constitutional  basis  of 
bis  eotiro  warfare  against  the  slavocr&cy,  and  of  having  ap- 
plied it  witli  a  conMstency  never  liofore  attained  to  ail  qoe*- 
tione  to  which  it  was  pertinent  lie  adopted  entirely  tfao 
principle  of  his  opponents:  slavery  ii  cxdoaiTely  a  matter 
of  the  eUve  states;  and  with  tlieiu  he  drew  the  lo^cally 
oorreot  oonclnsion:  let  iis  atonel  This  wan,  at  everj  step,  « 
bad  stninbling  block  in  the  way  of  the  Bouth,  orer  whii^  It 
mi^t,  indeed,  easily  jump,  but  wliiolt  it  vna  never  able  to 
remove.  This  wag  a  procees  of  reasoning  which  vnt  dear 
to  the  plain  and  siotplo,  with  too  little  cultare,  and,  pnliapi, 
too  much  sound  common  sense,  to  be  inflneaced,  to  any  ooa- 
Eiderable  extent,  by  tlie  hair-eplitting  deductions  fevm  enrj 
jot  aad  tittle  of  Uie  eoostitntion.  Hero  was  fonod  the 
fortnnln  o(  a  letter  of  eswuee  addre6»etl  to  the  nUroeraer, 
whieh  eeemed  completely  reooQcILable  with  the  keeplog 
saoivd  of  all  the  oUigations  of  positivQ  law. 

Tliis  wna,  indeed,  uo  more  than  a  preteooa  Th«  con- 
stitution contained  provisions  sncb  thai  there  wai  do  Deed 
of  the  arts  of  the  lawyw  to  demoaslRte  tlie  ontcnablvuw 
of  this  **  tec  ttt  alooe "  on  the  one  8id«  and  the  otho*. 
And  interests  wen  so  Interlaeed  tluU  titey  were  eooaidcrad 
of  fv  mora  importasoa  than  any  eoostitntioDal  jastitteatida. 
and  obligation.  But  the  more  strongly  tlt«  <hm  side  of  ths 
\tgtX  rabtion  created  by  the  oonstitatioa  was  empliastxed 
in  tba  camps  ol  the  two  arniiea — aad  it  was  the  aim 
■ida  in  both  —  the  mora  apparent  beoome  the  impoaslbiii^ 
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of  harcnonising  ilieory  and  practice.    Tlie  opposing  forces 
tnutually  forced  uach  otlier  more  and   more  eitiphnticallj 
|.on  to  the  ground  of  pure  facts,  b/  tlie  manner  in  which 
e/  rode  lliuir  tlmorie^     If  tlie  soutli,  under    tlie   leader- 
sbip  of  ttie  arcli-doctrinariau,  Oallioun,  liad  been  greati/ 
in  advance  of   it»  opponents   here,  the  latter  now   began 
tliu  uiura    rugged    duvclupment  of  anothtjr    tilde    of  their 
doctrinarian  igiu,  which  nev«e&arI1y  bruugUt  them,  after  a 
BW  bounds,  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  tlieir  antipodee.     The 
jpcal  to  the  dedaratiun  of  iudepeudeuoe,  aa  a  secondaT^ 
oonstilution,    u'bicli   demanded   more    consideration    than 
tlie  ooastitntion  inasmuch  aa  it  preceded  tho  latter  and 
>nned  the  real  biuus  of  the  republic,  becomw  more  and 
lore  fret^uent.'      It  w:is  songht   to  iind    in   it  not   onl^ 
the  real  eeutiments  of  the  fathers  of  tho  republic  in  order 
to  malce  use  of    the  moral    weight    of    their    anthoritv, 
bat  people  began  to  treat  it  as  n  binding  legal  instrument 
lii  was  the  Rnt  conscious  step  bejond  the  constitution, 
'and  on  to  the  ground  of  a  "hlglier  law."    It  was  tho  incip- 
ient breaking  through  of  a  rcTOlutionnry  spirit  with  certain 
northern  politjciane  —  a  spirit  which,  lilte  tJint  of  the  abo- 
>ni6t6,  ftongbt  a  foothold  in  alwoltite  ethical  prinoiplc*.  but 
rhicli,  in  contrast  with  the  abi:iHtioDi?t«,  maintained  abase 
of  operations  for  pnutical  politico,  imi^raticb  as  it  ascribed 
to  the  general  politico-philoeopliical   principles  of  a  revolu- 
tionary manifesto  the  binding  force  of  principles  of  law. 

The  more  eontiistently  this  Ingenuous  view  waa  dex'eloped 
bjr  indiriduak,  tlic  more  probable  it  became  that  many  wonld 
adopt  it  withoat  reserve.    That,  in  the  com'se  of  years,  it 


■  Oiddings  Gompl&iaa  thai  eren  in  1S31 ,  "  no  public  man  [now]  main* 

tMMd  tb*  pdaciples  «nancaat«d  in  the  declanUion  cA  independence.    N9  one 

nond  liii  Toioe  in  nirp^rt  of  tboie  '  wlf>«videDt;  tnitlu '  -wbicb  oonitS- 

tatad  the CoondalMMi  of  oar  republican  edifice."    Uut.  of  the  Rebellion, 

.8tL 
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would  obtain  great  influeuce  over  tlie  mode  of  thought  uH 
Uie  mnsfies  in  tho  free  sUitcg  was  altogether  probablo. 
the  feeling  of  the  people,  the  declnration  of  independence  wbs 
e-jiml  in  nink  to  the  coiistitutiou.  Ueiioe,  where  the  niter- 
ances  of  tlie  latter  were  not  entirely  clcnr,  the  priuciplea  of 
tlie  former  could  be  carried  into  tlie  battteaslieavy  artitlerj,  J 
with  n  success  grentcr  in  proportion  as  both,  the  demanda  of  V 
:heirown  interests  and  tlie  murnl  feeling  luid  convictions  of 
tlie  entire  civilised  world,  not  a  party  to  the  controversj, 
wc'i-o  in  harmony  witli  them. 

Tlie  atoflt  rec«ut  experience  had  fnmished  new  proof  how 
rapidly  the  slavocracy'g  absence  of  mmleration  carried  the 
conviction  into  circle«  which  grcv  wider  every  day,  that  that 
absence  of  moderation  eiulangered  the  highest  interests  and 
goods  not  only  of  the  free  states,  bnt  of  the  whole  republic, 
in  the  extreme.     Adams's  triat  was  followed  with  iiit<?n*a^ 
excitement  as  a  great  national  ajfair,  and  the  inqinsiton^U  V 
proceedings  against  Giddings  were  sncceeded  by  indignation 
meetings  in  tlie  most  difft^rent  portions  of  tJie  north.     Con- 
demiintory  judgments  which  Khuuld  have  caused  tlte  6outb 
to  reflect,^  were  expressed  oven  by  democrata,  and  another 
lesson  followed  ori  the  heela  of  these  which  Wre  eloquent 
testimony  to  the  vain  folly  of  the  8ttein|jt  to  plaoo  tho  United 
States  on  an  insulating  iitool  in  the  interest  of  the  slavocracy 
in  the  face  of  the  moral  convictions  of  all  the  reAt  of  tlie  civi-  M 
lized  world. 

On  the  aotli  of  December,  1841,  England,  Franco,  Itnssia, 
pTDBsia  and  Austria  liad  concluded  tlie  ao-called  quintuple 
'iTeaty  for  the  suppression  of  the  elave  trade,  In  London.*    Qg  j 


'  Wllliiuii  CiiUen  BrTiuit,  tho  publiiiheT  of  tha  "Kew  Toik  Ereninff 
Pest,"  eaid  tbiit  ho  wwM  luw  all  tus  iDflnenco  tooecuni  the  leQectkni  oC 
Oiddinga.  if  hv  Lived  in  the  catuo  dwtiict,     Dnd.,  p.  191. 

'Thu  full  U^tt  o(  the  nvntf  andoEthemstnictLoiia  to  tfa«  cruiMn  of  tii» 
trentjr  powcn  ii  pnnt'^d  in  Nilot,  LXIT,  pp.  8(h&l, 
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the  Ut  of  Pubniiu-y,  1342,  there  a]4>t:artxl  in  Paris  an  anony- 
moas  )iam|)lLlet  froai  the  pen  of  the  Amoricau  amba&eador 
in  France,  Lewis  Ca^s,  on  the  qaestion  ]>ending  betwesn  the 
United  SUitea  imd  the  Eiiglieh  goTernmcDt,  on  the  right  of 
Murch.*  The  exjireesed  object  of  the  jmiiiphlet  was  to  open 
the  ejres  of  the  treatj  powers  to  the  fact  that  thej  were  on 
the  point  of  falling  inbo  the  philanthropic  ^narc  of  amhitiouB 
England,  and  eaci-ifice  to  her  the  freedom  of  the  sea  bj 
guunuitviiig  to  each  titlicr  for  certain  ecaa  the  matnal  right 
of  the  scai-ch  of  merchantmen  carrying  their  flag,  and  fiu»- 
pecbud  oE  being  engaged  iu  tlie  elavo  trade.  The  pa.uiphlet 
was  followed,  oa  the  13th  of  Febraarj,  by  a  protoet  of  Oasa, 
directed  to  Giiizot,  the  minister  of  foreign  nffalris  against 
the  ratification  of  the  quintuple  treaty  by  France'  vrbicb  the 
duunber  oE  dopntioa  then  actually  preruntcd.  Tltc  protest, 
Thicb  Adama  called  "absurd,"'  wn«,  aa  Casg  csprc&aljr 
sUtad,  put  forth  on  his  on-n  responMbility  entirely,  but  was 
approve<l  in  a  dispatch  of  the  f;c(^rcta^y  of  rtlnte  dated  the 
Sth  of  April,  1S43,  in  the  name  of  the  presi'lent.*  To  my 
knowledge^  tliore  is  no  proof  that  Webster  had  nmintainod 
another  view  against  Tyler,  nud  had  only  accommodated 
him^lf  to  the  judgment  uf  the  president  But  there  is 
very  direct  evidence  that  ho  charged  Casa  with  courting 
popularity  throughout  lii&  whole  cuur^,'  and  pasiied  a  very 

'The  painphlH  is  printed  in  Eull  in  Viles,  LXII,  pp.  M-60. 

•IliiJ.,  pp.  2».2W. 

'  Hem.  oJ  J.  Q.  A<U.R)«,  Xt,  p.  3S7.  On  tbo  next  du;  A<laina  opwow 
f  JuibmU  on  the  probnt  in  hu  diuiy,  ia  thu  following  manner:  "  Gan'i 
(KOlwt  .  .  .  i»  a  compound  of  Yankee  cuiiniug.  of  Italian  verHdj, 
and  of  French  l^gbreU,  oement«d  br  ihanudSM  profligtvcy,  unpomlkl^  ia 
AEDCiicaii  diplomacy.  Tylcc's  nppraral  of  it  is  at  ODce  dlohanGst,  mean, 
iniiDoerc,  and  hollow-hearted."    Ibid.,  p.  338. 

* "  The  picttideat  direcU  me  to  mty  Ihat  be  appraret  juur  letter,  luicl 
wvmly  conawnds  the  motivea  ^hirk  aiiiinatod  ;on  in  pwKuting  it** 

Hil»,  L:^rv.p.7i. 

■  "  He  [  WolHterJ  spolui  with  graat  wevmij  of  Iho  conduct  both  of  Cmi 
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nnfnvorAblo  judgment  on  the  dodactiona  of  law  of  the 
pcuiijtlilet,  wliioh  ouiutitaLed  tlia  real  snlMtrntum  of  the  pre- 
test.* 

Tlie  pamphlet  and  tlie  protest  caused  a  great  BoiisaUoo  in 
the  Uuited  States.  Giud^s  name  vim,  fur  a  time,  one  of  the 
most  cele)jrated  in  the  nation.  England  conld  not  complaia 
of  this,  feeling,  for  it  wa»  the  entirely  l«^'tiraate  frnit  of  ths 
rothle^iiess,  frequently  amounting  to  brutality,  with  which 
it  liad  forcibly  cxercieL-d  the  right  of  search  on  the  oceaiif 
which  it  clamed,  andetiiployed  it  in  the  pressing  of  sailors 
CawV  focliiig  on  tlie  great  injnsticc  whidi  hia  country  had 
had  to  endnre  in  this  re6])ect  for  many  years,  waa  onqncs* 
tionably  not  assumod.  Bnt  he  citlior  purpoeely  colonxl  the 
picture  too  hi^ly,  or  he  was  better  adapted  to  represent  ihia 
delicate  qiiretion  bciforo  on  excited  popuUr  meeting  than  in 
a  oooiicil  of  diplomats.  There  were  agreat  many  imjMjrtant 
qucetione  to  he  eettled  Uctweeti  Engimid  and  the  ITiuted 
Btotea,  and  the  foxing  Imtwccn  the  two  oountrica,  at  tunea. 
ran  very  high.  But  when  Case  represented  England's  atti- 
tude in  this  very  qiie^don  to  be  00  threiitening  that  be  en- 
deavored to  drive  hia  government  into  the  making  of  vigor- 
oiu  prepamtioud  for  an  offensive  and  defensive  war,'  he  wu 


asd  of  Steveiuon  upoa  tbis  subj«cU  and  nid  fhty  tfaougiit  to  make  1 
political  bPodKay  upon  a  popular  ^o."     Mem.  of  J.  Q.  Ai1biiu,X].  p.313. 

>Ur.  WvUfUu:  to  Mf.  KxGtxtt.  April  W,  t&13:  "1  muct  mj,  betwwo 
curaclve^  that  OenenJ  Com's  puuiphlcl.  koircrer  dbtatgtdahed  br  acdeat 
^lagnean  fuoliiig,  U,  n^rcrtheleca,  aa  k  pi&M  of  law  logie,  qntta  ineoiida- 
KT9.  I  think,  an  mi^ht  be  wid  of  oUier  oompoaitwaa  on  the  wse  miliieo^ 
that  it  con  tain*  pawai^es  which  yield  all  that  la  oouieiideil  tor  on  the  OVbltt 
■ida."  Curtu,  Lifoof  U.  WctMt<.'i,lI,  p.  118.  Tbii  iat«K»ttBg  paamwe  it 
emitted  iu  the  copy  of  the  lett<!r  iu  Uio  Priv.  Cormp.  of  0.  Weteler,  U,  p. 
liM,  and  notttiiKir  eoid  of  an  omisiiin. 

*"  If  EogUuil  piuhfti  h<^  {>urpow  into  mAmo,  vn  ibiU  have  a  wiaa 
atntr^le  t«  en<»iinb!r,  lut^  the  aooncr  and  \kt  raon  vigofowl;  we  pre^at* 
(or  it  tho  better.  If  she  does  sot,  w  tball  gain  ijj  our  exhtbteioa  of  Cno* 
|WBi,  and  the  verr  stalo  of  prtrparaliotu  may  lead  her  to  noeda.    Botfai^ 
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'gnilty  of  gross  exaggeration,  or  the  blood  nislied  to 
Bad  e»  easiljr  tJiat  be  w&t  completely  UD6tted  for  a 
diplomatic  pMitioD  of  anjr  impoitaiiee.  A  third  asenniptioD 
u  possible,  aiiiJ  it  is,  indeed,  the  right  one.  The  echemiug 
poUtlcul  "  Ii^-roller/'  with  a  liigh  aim  at  tite  object  of  bis 
own  personal  aiiibiiioD,  and  the  hot  tempotameut  of  the 
would- bo- great  man  of  uieiliocre  endowment*  and  mediocre 
education,  ooijperuted  to  give  siidi  a  form  to  the  eiTutiioufi  of 
tbe  itrdent  patriot  tlmt  Adams'  bard  judgment  upou  tbein 
teetus  scarcely  vxtiggurated. 

Tbe  moral  patlioe  of  the  pamplilet  accorded  badly  with 
Jte  incoiifiietent,  dishonest  statement  of  the  facts.  Any  one 
QoC  heller  informed  would  have  oliOiii)(!d  from  tbe  whole  ex> 
position  the  imprcssiou  that  the  United  States  had,  from  tbe 
first  and  miiiilerruptedly,  had  iU  band  ou  the  bilt  of  the 
•word,  ready  to  appear  with  all  the  rigorism  paraded  by  tbe 
writer,  iii  dofenae  of  tlie  position  which  they  now  thought 
veil  to  astfiuue.  This  impres&ion  must  bare  made  the  coD> 
riction  cxpi-ei««ed  at  the  close,  that  there  was  not  the  least 
hope  of  eeciiigthe  United  StJites  agree  to  any  compromise, 
iiceiti  entirely  well  fouiidud.'  Hut  the  facts  did  not  in  anyway 
justify  tbid  chiim  to  unint>;i'niiitt.'il  coiifiicitency  uiid  readiueaa 
to  defend  the  principle  at  »U  hazards.  Kngland  alleged  — 
and  not  witliout  reason  —  that  there  were  all  sortoof  things 
before  tbe  door  of  tbe  United  Statiw  for  theiu  to  sweep,  be- 
^^rc  it  would  be  becoming  in  them  to  paa^  &o  harsh  a  judg- 

tiut  me  tg  pRw  upon  jw  tbt  iMWCNitjr  oC  ioctant  an<l  extenuTo  uiange- 
ttMnti  for  ofibiiDftt  and  ddaiuiffa  war.  A.U.  other  questions,  ponoaal,  local 
and  politicBlt  ilutuld  i^va  vr^jr  befuro  thin  paniuwuul  iluty."  Uiaputcli  of 
tbe  IStb  of  February.  IU2.    Nilm.  LXIV,  p.  10. 

■  "  Most  nnccrcl;  do  ve  bopo  tbat  Lord  A«liburioD  comes  out  to  tha 
Americaa  govenuaent  some  modified  piopoiution  it  can  atxxpt.  But  vd 
tntiy  oonCew,  looldnif  to  the  pRitauioiu  of  both  particii  and  knowing  the 
iKhiiimof  otir  coonUjruieii,  that  ve  do  not  see  upon  vrhiit  miildlu  giooad 
mceL" 
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mont  on  tlie  praten^cnu  of  othere.'  But,  be  tliU  oi  tl  migLt, 
it  V/9S  certain  that  there  was  a  time  when  the}*  Lad  oooiid- 
erod  tlie  priiiciplee  uf  tUu  (Quintuple  treaty'  to  bo  vet^  well 
recoucilable  with  natiunal  honor  iU)d  lutioiuJ  intcnst;  tad 
the  atipulaliuua  of  the  quinliiple  treaty  went  far  bojrood 
what  Kngtaud  now  wished  to  receire  from  theta.  Wheo, 
daring  lluiinM**«  administration,  Eogland  had  negotiated  a 
conrenlioQ  with  tlie  United  States  for  the  suppraMJon  of  the 
alave  trade,  Adams  wa&  the  odIj*  incuiber  u(  tlwj  cabinet  who 
waB  of  opinion  that  not  tbo  sUgUlest  oouceMuou  in  rulalion 
to  the  right  of  search  eliould  be  made.'  Tbe  Smt  WM  well 
known  at  the  time,  and  a  Virginian  endeavoivd  to  turn  it  to 
•eooont  in  the  pre)»idonliaI  eloctiun  of  iSH,  agHiu&t  Adanu, 
bj*  aocnsing  him  of  being  an  opponent  of  the  soppreasion  of 
the  slave  trade.  Another  Yirgiuian,  Charles  Ft>nlun  Mcreer, 
WBS  the  chief  agitator  io  the  house  for  tlio  grunting  of  the 
right  of  search,  and  eawhts  viev  prevail  lu  lt}23:  oulj  oioe 
votes  were  cast  against  hia  rewlution.'  As  tlia  Moate  also 
Agreed  to  it,  Adams  was  obliged  to  give  np  his  oppo^itiuii  in 
the  cabinet,  and  Roftli,  Oie  American  minister  in  London. 
xeoeiTed  iostructioas  which  accorded  with  tbc  rcsolntionft  of 
congraaa.  Canning  left  it  to  Knsh  to  make  tho  dranghl  of 
the  conrenUon,  and  digned  it  witboat  the  sligfateat  change.' 

***.  .  .  TbvasdmcMdeuM  oaonte  to  tbe  avowed  and  oOMbnt 
pnutiw  Dt  Ibt  Voted  StatM,  wImm  enwan,  «peeUlr  ia  tba  ObI  of 
]|eKieD.^ttM  adiuBan  a{  tbdr  poUk  joooialstan  nntnriBcaly  ia  fht 
hiUri^  TTf  rrti—'i'-c  tn  ■niiiiM  iiih.  ■!>  lliii  ■iBin  niiiln  llin  Erufcii 
ftWffUVotbK.**    Urf  Aliwhim  to  Mt.  Bwntt.  yJw,  LIll,  ^  119. 

<"1  i«Ki*>d  M<  affMBi  ilia  the  oltiBM  vitb  all  nqr  pow«r.  udL 
Ihoocb  Bot  *  aUnftoUCT  ■|«(2{,  1  kul  10  no*  ih*  danboi^aff  ■mtai 
e(  Um  cabuMi.  «a  wdl  Bt  Mr.  Monroe  UimU,  far  they  wetv  nU  bcliMd  ts 
<DBseife  Ite  rishk"  AiUbm'*  tfntA  ol  Om  Iftfa  ot  Apal.  IH'L  iu  U« 
tuiuiifiipiiaMiiii     Kae..ULU.^lW. 

•It 

«"Vhn  benab  hii  yttyim]  to  Mr.  CnBms.  ll'- CuHiiM^ 
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"When  Uie  conveotion  came  to  Washington  to  be  rattScd,  a 
revolution  in  partjr  affairs  had  taken  piaco  tliere.  Thehoiwe 
was  in  0}ijH)6itioii  to  the  Hitminif'tratinn,aii<I  was  now  opposed 
to  the  conventiou  which  had  been  madu  units  motion.  Tho 
eeoate,  oq  the  otJier  liand,  ratified  it  hy  a  vote  of  twentj-Qine 
agatast  thirteen ;  and  the  leaden  of  the  democratic  partjr  and 
ol  the  slarocrac;,'  who,  to  the  extent  tlmt  tlie^  atill  stood  on 
tlie  political  5tage,  now  cried  loudest  agninet  Etigland'a  iin- 
bcard>of  presuuipUoii,  voted  with  tho  majority.  Tho  altrrm- 
tioris  which  the  eenate  had  proposed  were  not  immaterial, 
bat  thcj-  did  not  toudi  the  principle  of  tlie  conrention.  Tbo 
convention  finallv  full  thrutigh,  bccuuso  tlio  senate  would  not 
permit  the  right  of  search  to  be  extended  to  the  coasts  "of 
America;"  but  it  had  unconditionally  granted  it  in  respect 

tto  Uie  OQOats  of  Africa  and  the  West  Indies.' 
In  tliB  face  of  these  facts,  it  required,  indeed,  s  very  hold- 
fronted  man  to  protest  against  the  ratiScation  of  the  qtiin- 
tnplo  treaty.  The  protest  against  the  adopiioii  of  a  new  and 
important  provieion  into  international  maritime  law,  without 
the  previous  assent  of  tlie  United  States,  was  entirely  empty, 
nnce  not  a  ayllable  of  the  treaty  iiitiiuatcd  such  a  purpose. 
And  evea  Cass  hiiuMilf  a&serted,  in  tho  same  bi'eath,  that  he 


Mr.  Ciuuiinf,  without  tfao  oltghtcst  allcratioa  wbatcvcr,  wiLhant  vatTinp 
IfaB  dotof  aa  f,  ST  ttts  cronia^;  of  a  J.  ilid  uJlix  U)  it  bis  ngDAttm;  Uuu  aa- 
■eutiiiK  to  oar  terns,  in  our  oira  luucuuge. "  1.  & 
'  Bnnch  aad  Btowa  of  North  Carobina,  BftPtoii,  Antlrew  Jackson,  Jcthji' 
ot  ^mtuoir.  Stag  of  Aiivbamo,  Holm<w  of  Mtavinippi,  Hofoe  oI 
iCaiotiso. 
*  Tla  cnuMR  d  ths  oontmetang  poven  on  the  ooasls  ineiiti»ned  wtn 
aatlKniiM  "  to  detain,  examttw.  coptmc-ond  deliver  over  for  trial  and  ad* 
juiliattjoti.  by  mmi^  comiinKut  tribunal,  of  whichever  ot  the  two  couatries 
it  dudl  be  (ouod  Ki  \jcluiig  to,  auy  «hi|>  or  vesMi  oonoinied  in  the  illidt 
V  ot  ilavn.  und  carrying  the  flag  ot  tbs  other,  or  owned  \>y  any  auV 
f  or  cittECiu  of  e>tli«r  of  the  two  conhaeting  [uirti6«,  except  wheu  in  tb« 
pprw^nce  of  a  ship  of  war  of  its  own  outiai]."  See  the  oonTentJon  of  the 
13di  of  llanb,  liS^.    Nile*,  LXIV,  pp.  lt»,  105. 
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ooti'.d  not  consider  snoh  an  extension  possible.  In  order  to 
got  a  pretext  to  eaj  something  on  the  treat;  aguut  the 
FVeneh  govcromcnt,  he  had  to  cite  the  oorrospondeooo  be- 
twocn  the  United  States  aiid  £ri{;lanil,  with  which  the  other 
treaty  powers  had  evidently  not  hod  the  kaut  thing  to  do. 
He  arbitrarily  dmggcd  two  sliort  sentences  oat  of  this  rol- 
.uminoas  corresposdeucc,  pointed  them  nioel;  for  liia  par- 
pose  by  the  iaterprctatioQ  he  put  on  them,  and  in  this  way 
renehcd  the  eonclnsioo  that  Uto  ratificatioo  of  the  trofety 
mi^ht  place  France  in  danger  of  a  conflict  with  the  United 
Slatca.  A  diplomatic  note  of  protest,  eliowing  in  the  back- 
ground war  to  tbo  knife,  painted  in  proud  words,  was  nanr 
baecd  oo  anything  more  aerial,  not  to  eay  more  friTolom 
But  besides  tliia,  Cass  was  here  gntl^  of  the  same  tnnt  of 
vprtgbtness  which  had  characterued  hU  sketdi  of  tlw  htstoij 
^  the  qaeUion.    Firmly  as  be  might  persoDally  be  eon. 

Tinced,  that  England  was  not  to  be  tnuted  oat  of  sight, 
when  hanndertook  toenh'gbten  France,  &«in  tbe  reoords^cn 
the  lUepoutian  and  the  intsotwoaof  EogUnd,  be  iIukiU  nei 
have  passed  over  in  complete  aleooe  tbe  bet,  thnt  Qt^aed 
had  now  ^rcn  the  sapplcnwntal  aasomooe  thu  the  dlsposl* 
tioQ  and  intentions  aacribed  to  her  vera  tar  remorad  £tom 
her.  Ca^  might  not  know  tite  wordiag  of  tbe  docnmenta 
which  tlie  two  goTttnuBoatst  in  the  wnantimn.  bad  exchanged 
with  one  aaelher,  but  tfaetrgenenlcbanetarmiisi  have  ben 
known  to  bim.  Bat  while  Qua  rcpealedly  aaaerteJ  in  bii 
protest  that  the  right  to  "aeaidi***  American  rassels  enn 
IB  times  of  peaoe  was  daimeJ  hy  Ssghuid,  Lord  AbcidiaB 
declared  the  eontaM;  to  be  te  case  in  the  oxiat  mpieai 
tome:  she  daimedeoljAe*  right  of  rkilatioa*'— ari^ 
lAkb  she  also  emeeded — tD  en^le  ber  to  aseariun  whaAir 
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[iQspicioufi  fillips  carrying  the  American  Rag  were  really  en- 

rtiUed  to  carry  it     In  the  Intter  cose,  England  would  ikbstAin 

>m  all  tnoleetaliuQ,  eren  if  the  sliipB  were  elave  vessels; 

fvid  it  an  American  ehip  enffered  in  any  waj  from  the  ex- 

ensiBQ  of  tlie  right  of  visitatiun,  Englnnd  would  make  full 

OOtDpenaation.' 

Adams,  who  still  lamented  *  the  concessiona  of  tlia  oon- 
TentJon  of  1824»  now  firmly  mointnined  that,  abeolntely,  the 
qnestion  was  not  of  the  right  oC  visitation;  in  his  opinion, 
there  was  only  one  question  that  presented  ite«1f:  that  of 
"the  support  and  perpetuation  of  the  African  sIavm  trade."' 

'  "The  dndcnifiticd  Kfpun  itmonncHi,  a*  he  hu  KlroiuSy  ioM  in  th«  moit 
tcnnf,  on;  rig:bt  ou  the  yaA  of  the  IJntuli  goTcmuieut  to  eearafa 
rAmsncon  vesseb  in  time  of  peaoe.  'ilie  right  uf  ward),  ^loept  whan 
■peGblly  comcvdcd  bf  b«&tj,  u  a  pur<?ly  bcilitfcicat  right,  ftoil  can  hare  no 
exiBteitoe  on  the  hi^fa  sms  duiinff  peace.  The  undmigned  apprehondi, 
bowew.  Uiol  the  right  af  sewch  i»  rot  oonfinwl  tn  the  r«riliMttioii  of  the 
mtionBli^  of  tim  Toaolt  but  alio  Dxtcnds  to  the  oltjcct  of  Ilia  vojaga  and 
Uit  ambno  of  the  augo,  I'he  tola  pur^c  of  liiv  Untith  cniisun  is  to 
MKitain  whether  iha  vemwU  Uie>  mwl  witfa  um  rvallj  Amvriciui  or  noL 
The  right  oMcrted  has,  in  mith.  no  rewonUance  lo  Ihs  ri|{bt  of  leanh 
rither  in  prindple  m  pracLIoe.  It  is  ntniply  a  ri^ht  Ig  batuify  the  paiiy 
who  hH  a  l«ifiUuiate  interest  In  knowini;  tlie  tmlb,  that  the  mael  actuallj 
il  what  iiec  c»lon  usnoun«6.  Thi^  riglit  w«  oouoede  ait  ft«ely  a*  w*  vxee- 
me.  Ihe  British  amieiH  are  not  in«tmcted  to  dctab  Amerioui  mwrnh 
under  any  cinainiitjroeM  what<-vt'r;  on  lh«  conljiur,  thf  j  aro  onlaraA  lo 
abelmii  from  all  inferfennioe  with  them,  be  the;  ilaven  or  otfaenriae  .  .  . 
it  in  epat*  of  tho  utmoat  caotion,  an  exm  ttboaUl  be  committed,  oad  toy 
American  Tevd  ihoald  sulTer  Io8>  aad  injin;,  it  would  be  fdlowed  hy 
immpt  and  ample  leparatioo."  Lonl  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  KTentt,  Dee.  SQ^ 
mi.    Nile*.  LXIV,  p.  27. 

*  "  Dot,  u  Lo  the  ritfht  of  Karch,  In  the  bntPmni  of  mj  eoul,  t  my  Ik 
wae  coooeded  b;  all  th«  aothoritin  of  thia  mitioQ." 

*  "  She  [Great  Britain]  bu  aemr  clBimod  to  Mnrcfa  Amnrioui  vi-eeeli,  no 
■xifa  thing;  on  the  eoatiacy,  eho  bat  vnplicill;  diaduimed  an;  trnoh  pre* 
leonoB,  and  that  to  tho  whale  cxiettt  w>!  can  poeiibty  demand.  Wiiat  u 
it  we  do  deatanil?  Not  thnt  6n?at  Britain  thould  dudaini  the  rigbt  to 
wotth  Amvritaui  vneclf,  but  we  dvn j  to  btx  the  rit; ht  to  Tint  and  to  board 
piiatra  wlio  boiit  the  Auierican  dag;  yea,  and  to  warch  British  tomIi,  too, 
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Tliia  waa  not  a  saying  which  escaped  liini  inadvorteiiLl  v  in  the 
heat  of  tko  ruuineiit.  As  v&rljr  an  the  2£th  of  Jauuar}',  lie 
had  preferred  the  dooble  charge  that  it  was  de«ired  to  io- 
creasti  the  fleet  for  the  better  protection  of  tho  elavo  trader*, 
aad  to  prccipitato  the  Uniou  lato  a  war  with  England  in 
order  to  defend  the  slave  trade.^ 

AdamH  easily  Baw  things  in  too  glaring  a  light,  and  fns 
bnently  clotliod  lii3  thought  in  the  very  Btrongeat  expres- 
sious.  But  iu  the  background  of  thc6o  words  coming  frooi 
snch  a  mouth,  the  reaeoDitig  of  the  Ca&e  pamphlet  appeared 
in  a  rcry  pecnltar  light.  Yet  there  was  no  need  even  of 
thi&  Ouo  only  needed  to  look  at  th«  reasoning  of  the 
jMimphlet  in  its  own  light,  to  he  convinced  tliat  the  writer 
took  offense  at  the  end  contemplated  hy  tlic  treaty,  and  did 
Dot  simply  con&ider  the  means  abrahitely  objet:tiDnab]e, 
epitc  of  the  laudable  ead.  Cass,  indeed,  declared  himeelf 
an  opponent  "in  principle"  of  slavery;  but  bis  "prayer" 
for  ita  abolition  was  interlarded  in  a  v^'  marked  man 
ner  with  modifying  clauses.  His  conditions  wuni  Uint  its 
abolition  should  be  eEFected  not  only  jnstlyand  peaceably. 

that  hare  be«n  doclnrcd  to  be  pirfttca  by  tht  lawi  of  natuitit — piiatci  lijr 
the  laws  of  Great  Biitain — pimtu  Iqr  tho  lum  of  ttv  UnibMl  StstM.  "Son. 
H  huppcrnf  thiit  behinil  all  thi*  «x«£GdinK  great  teal  ngiuiiMt  the  right «( 
aoareh  is  « <iiiQ8taOD  whidi  the  gtrotlcmun  took  can  not  to  briae  into  view 
--and  that  ia  the  rapport  and  perpetuation  ct  the  Afrieaa  «lm  troAK 
That  is  the  real  qucstiOD  between  the  oimisten  of  America  aocl  Qimt 
Bril^i— whether  itliiv«-tnu)t!ini,  puutft^  by  mentj  bouting  tha  Anterican 
Bog,  abntl  bo  tared  fioia  captunt/'    NUus,  LXII,  p.  120. 

' "  It  wu  time  for  them  [th«  popnlatioii  of  the  free  ttxtm]  to  tiks  Cbi 
alann,  or  they  would  find  tiienwdvea  tmofigied  lata  a  war  for  tbc  pntM- 
Idon  of  the  lUre  trade,  and  tlialth&siOBiabaurd  and  blae  prindploi  of  (far 
Uiwa  of  aatuma  had  been  meited  117  oar  nuDifler  ia  England  IBtetsBHBt, 
nil  f«r  Uie  pucpoM  ol  amufniUotf  thil  Montir  into  a  war  willi  that  (omib- 
meat  onder  pretcnac  of  defenae  againtt  her  aggiemaoB.  .  .  .  Hr  had 
c«ad  the  report  of  the  t«ci«t«i7  of  the  nav^,  and  bmd  what  wa«  the  ol^tet 
of  tbi*  hotue  «()uadron — Ihatitwa*  for  fanuabingaoonvojfot  ilnve-tnal- 
ingveMlal"    Ibid.,  LXI,  p.  9tlO. 
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tut  enflily.  He  was  not  one  of  the  fanatics  who  wodd  not 
wcoil  from  any  horror  to  reach  the  end  which  was  praise- 
worthy in  itself/  He,  therefore,  lauded  the  wisdom  of  the 
fitthers  of  the  repuhlic  who  had  not  required  Uie  states  to 
gmnt  any  jjo^'er  in  this  quefelion  to  the  government  of  the 
Union.  But  what  in  the  wide  world  had  all  this  to  do  with 
controversy  over  tlie  right  of  search,  and  with  the  qnintn- 
trcatvl  Who  was  there  that  thought  of  attempting  th« 
.ancipatioQ  of  tlie  slaves  in  the  Unitetl  States  hy  "  fire  and 

.nnlerl"  If  any  tease  could  be  made  out  of  hw  talk  In  thia 
lUoe,  Cass  mmst  have  considered  slavery  in  the  United  Stat«« 
Imperilled  by  the  qnintiiple  treaty.  Nay  more,  snch  an  im- 
perilling  of  slavery  in  the  United  Statta  niu&t  liave  seemed  to 
him  to  be  a  great  injustice.  This  explains  why  his  laudation 
of  what  tlie  Union  had  done  and  was  still  doing  for  the  snp- 
prasfiioD  of  alarery,  waa  followed  by  tlie  emphatic  recalling  of 
tlie  fact  that  the  slave  trade  could  be  tracfKl  hack  to  the  times 
of  tlie  patriarch  Jacob.  Hence  it  was  tliat  the  emphatic  con- 
oesaion  that  the  African  elave  trade  waa  illegal,  according  to 

le  law  of  nations,  waa  accompanied  by  the  still  more  em- 
phntio  protest  against  the  alle^atiun,  that  it  was  piracy  by 
the  law  of  nations;  while  a  prudent  silence  wa^t  maintained 
on  the  fact  tliat,  at  least,  tlie  United  States  in  nnieon  with 
England,  Lad  declared  it  to  be  such.  For  tliis  reason  Oasg 
lost  himsolf  in  a  general  critical  examination  of  slavery, 
declared  the  lot  of  the  American  elave«  to  be  bettor  Uian 
that  of  tlie  lowest  strata  of  society  in  Enrope,  and  asserted 
that  it  was  steadily  getting  hotter,  under  the  inlluence  of  the 
thai  obanuster  of  slavery  in  the  United  States.' 


'  "BotwB  wjold  not  cany  firs  and  davastatioii,  and  mnrdcir  and  nnn 
iatn  a  peaoeAil  connDDtu^,  to  push  oo  tbe  ■ccompluliiui.-nt.  of  thu  ol^ect." 

*"  A  general  diapodtiora  is  gaining  ground  to  impmvQ  tho  situfltiooof 
tiuumfntaaateciuBof  Kci^.  .  .  .  fiiitnit<:r  having  viiitod  the  thr» 
qoartas  of  tha  oU  contineat,  we  snjr  Wore  Qod  miJ  th*  world,  that  va 
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The  oommeatary  to  these  last  aseertions  was  th«  unanEmoni 
dccl&rntlon  of  the  Eoutliern  politicians,  and  of  tie  mntb- 
ern  pi-eee,  that  the  Rgitation  of  the  abqlitionisti  had  made  a 
gnat  Intcnaifiaition  of  the  severity  of  the  alavo-oode  unkvoid* 
able;  the  prohibition  of  emancipation  just  issued  by  Soatfa 
Oiiruliim;'  the  Ile^T  lawB  of  Hlaslsdppi,  which  decreed  the 
sale  of  free  negroes  for  the  nuMt  fnvolons  rcMont;'  the  de- 
bfttea  and  iin)[tiisition?  of  the  Mjirylar>d  oonraiition  of  slave- 
liolders  iit  AiiDapoUs,  wlUcli  should  have  covered  the  face  of 
every  Araerlcau  patriot  with  the  blush  of  Bhame  to  the  rooii 
of  his  hair,'  etc     But  it  was  a  matter  of  oomparative  indlf- 

hate  wen  far  mine,  and  mora  Erigfatfol  m»try,  eaoe  m  landed  in  Banqnk 
and  we  havo  not  vUiu>i  Ir«lancl  yet,  than  ma  ham  ever  w«ii  usoiis  lio> 
cUas  of  people  Id  tlie  Uuil«d  StAtes.  Whatever  mar  be  saJd,  tbere  ii  mitdi 
uf  the  patriaicbul  relaiioa  between  tho  Bouttaeni  pl&ater  and  tiie  rina," 

■  ''Among  the  Mb  pawed  1^7  tiwloffwlftlun  at  ita  late  MMOBiraiaMto 
preTcut  Qinancipotion  of  livrta.  Any  vrDl  orbL-qnot,  etc,  tothalefi«t 
will  hereafter  tw  mill  and  void."    Kiles,  JU.1,  p.  920, 

*"By  an  aotwliida  waspaasedatthehatseauonofthaMunaBpptlegit 
latum,  ftTi»7ju8tJootBthettaCeiasutliori»sd,attlienqa«it  of  a  frmboUor 
to  ca(»eev<>rTfr«0BegTatos>veMafit)rnlhi»9Dm<rfonehinilrs4<MlBB 
fur  hi*  good  bflliavkR',  ottooomaiitbimlojiul,  And,BfterpuUieBOti«e,lb» 
iilieiiiF  of  the  count;  shaU  sell  bim.  Kvct?  tnv  uewm  u  forindiUii  to  c^tK 
tbe  itate;  and  if  oii«  inch  b  found  banng  fimiBialed  into  the  ttal*  BodKaar 
pme&ee  what^viv,  any  wtut«  dtbta  mar  fnoat  Him  to  be  ponubod  b7  tiw 
ibinir,  with  thirty-nine  bulifla;  and  if  be  doia  not  immpdiatdr  Ihawaftli 

nBu>T«,beiBtobeMild."   ibid.,  LXii,  p.  112. 

' The  faHowiBg ciamplce  will auffico ae a chanctatttatkui ;  "Tbalaltfiw 
negroes  ihall  be  obliged  tonciater  ttMineehaonorbefantfaelSthof  Juljr 
next,  and  erory  twdva  months  hoiMftsr,  in  the  office  of  the  derii  «t  iha 
ooonty.  and  BO  ccrtiSoate  of  freedom  oFanolder  date  ihftU  be  good.  .  .  . 
It  Bb&ll  be  lb*  datgr  of  tbe  Of^uae' «Mut  ol  the  vemral  omtntiea  m  tba  atate 
■ad  dtj  of  Baltimore,  frau  and  after  the  lat  of  Januaij.  1844.  lo  btadael. 
at  tbs  agw  of  eight  yean,  tbs  ehildnn  of  all  free  oesroe*  tben  in  (Im  ttabb 
to  serve  oatil  they  anire  at  the  age  o(  twenly-oos  for  nudea.  and  <igt>t**B 
for  fenmloi.  .  .  .  Thai  if  any  ttt*  nrgro  nhn  nrny  hare  a  Umbm  bom 
anyCfaiiatian  denonilnatton,  either  lo  preach  or  cxbortifhall  bold  oratMnd 
any  meotjng  prohibited  br  Uw,  be  shall  for  the  fltvt  oiCfeaw  bs  inliffel  to  a 
fine  and  fsi[«i*onnent,  oodfortbeKCOod  oShtiebeeoldoittotftBrtiisi" 
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6nce  bow  thickly  or  thinly  Case  covered  ovor  the  dark 


thing 
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picture  M-itli  his  rongu.  The  most  material 
fiiet  itself  that  an  ainbessivJor  of  the  United  Statce,  belong- 
ing to  the  free  nortii,  of  hia  ovtx  accord,  in  respect  to  a  great 
internfltioiiftl  qtitslioii,  and  in  opposition  to  the  humanitarinn 
ufforts  of  the  Enropeau  powers,  set  himself  "up  ns  the  de- 
fender, if  not  <li  reclly  of  slavery,  of  the  slavocrncy,  and 
measured  the  value  of  |)er&oiiaL  liberty  by  the  qimntity  and 
lie  pl«fi6antness  of  the  tHstc  of  the  broth  ia  thc£oup-pot. 

Tlw  admin iHlrat ion  Imd  sutsequently  approved  the  pro- 
test and  extolled  the  palrtotiem  of  the  amba&eador,  but  his 
argnmcut  did  not,  by  any  means,  ieem  co;^nt  enough  to 
permit  the  Aincrican  flag,  in  defiance  of  the  civilized  world, 
to  remain  a  free  [uusport  for  the  slave  trade.  Caas,  indeed, 
raid  that  the  English  crnifiers  were  not  preventfsl  from  stop- 
ping sticli  ehijKt  AB  unrightfully  carried  the  American  flag. 
Certainly  not;  they  were  simply  deprived  of  the  only  means 
by  which  it  oonld  be  d  iscovered  whether  this  was  the  case  or 
not  Even  slaveholders  were  ashamed  to  make  use  of  Bach 
sophistry,  'flio  wciglitiuat  uiitbority  amuug  them,  Calhoun, 
admitted  that  the  slaveholders  did  not  draw  Ihia  fine  dis- 
tinction, but,  in  ftcconlnncc  with  the  English  view,  considered 
tlic  latlor  a  protection  ^uite  us  uuii>le  as  the  former.' 

The  administi-ation  admitted  not  ouly  these  facts  tacitly, 


In  iddition  to  Itiis,  Oie  lollowmg  vnu  moved  and  Adopted :  "  With  %  pro- 
nam  ihai  &ftcr  Ui«  pcriwi  of  buiisUmcut  or  cole  hat  espiniJ,  tbo  nid 
niigiD  iball  not  b?  pnmiltad  h>  rvlum  to  tliit  otttte,  and.  that  in  caao  of 
iaag  ».  iDch  nt]zn>M  ihull  be  liublc  to  be  solit  as  sUvn  for  life,  liQ'ond 
the  UnntioJ  this  HUttL-."    SK-ibid.,  LXI,  pp.  322,  823,  3£>6-d;». 

'  "  The  Influeouti  vtd  efl'ort*  of  Uie  civibwd  world  were  direcud  ogfticat 
jl  [tiie  iIiiTe  tnul>;J  —  and  tbott  too,  undt-r  our  lead  atthccomiDeDcemeDt; 
and  with  wdi  saoca«  ai  to  oompel  vetneU  eii^rog^  in  it  to  toks  Rhclbn, 
•Iraoat  exduoTcl}',  uodci  the  franduicut  uns  oi  our  Sag.  To  pcnuit  mich 
•  «tata  of  thiogi  to  contiaoev  could  not  but  deopl)'  impmich  utir  honor,  and 
tan,  tbearmpolh;  of  the  vodd  acainat  oa."  l3el).  of  Congr.,  XIV,  p.  iSQ. 
89 
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biit  also  Blion'cd  hy  its  Rvtion  that,  in  ite  opinion,  acoord- 
ing  to  tlie  monil  convictions  of  Eitropenn  toiintric^,  muiu 
kind  of  8iilisfiit!ti<m  eould  no  longer  lie  rvfiiwd.  But,  M 
tlie  same  time,  it  wished  lo  avoid  defining  ite  position  on  tlit 
qiie!«tionoFmnrititne  Inw  inanj^wny,  becans^titfigronrth  from 
H  medium  power  to  a  great  power  might  mal%*!  tliu  fiunviider. 
to  a  greater  or  le««  extent,  of  th«  point  of  view  hitlierto  n)|>- 
reitented  liy  the  Union,  desirablp.  Tt  secmw]  to  nthiin  Ttotli 
fuels  at  tliceame  time  bv  the incdiatini; proposition,  thatthr 
question  of  princlpte  should  be  pritctically  dropped  at  tliat 
time,  and  that  the  two  powen,  England  and  the  United 
States,  should  obligate  them^lveB  bv  treaty  to  maintain  n 
squadron  of  a  certain  strength  on  the  African  coaxt  far  the 
pnrpoee — independently  of  one  another,  indeed,  but  with 
vigor  and  harmony  —  of  accompli«hing  the  task  of  sopppoif- 
ing  th<:  slave  trnile.^  These  pivposition't  eonstitnted  the  o»- 
terial  contents  of  tlic  proviHional  aottlemcnt  agreed  npon 
in  relation  to  this  question  in  the  treaty  tnnde  at  Washing- 
ton on  tlie  dth  of  August,  1842.* 


I 
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■  Mr.  Wobttar  to  Sir.  Kveratt,  April  26,  1S42:  "Our  poiitiOBianqiwl 
u  theae  nuntioie  queetiona  u  peculiar.  UjUicrto,  wa  have  ben  oa  tlur 
nde  oi  the  neatiat.  and  the  minor  naviU  powen,  aim;"  luosC  forrari]  lu 
oontendiuErtortbefroodamotthetcai,  in  tlneatmoBt  LaliUuteot  iliiUbw 
iXom.  BuL  wc  iu«  in  the  grogna  ot  change.  We  br;  do  \oasvt  a  mUMV 
tiomini*rtfia]  power,  nor  do  wu  know  Uiat  ««  havemij'  porticulu  exem^iiuB 
fcom  war,  if  war  should  a^am  Ijrciik  cut.  W«  »ee  no  iimi-b<iIj-,  ibon,  ol 
being  ui  h.ut«  U>  do  that  which  our  potiLidi  i&en  toaintiines  ckII  *  deftaiiv 
our  pomUod.'  To  avoid  aU  this,  and  to  Onape  tho  wcMcit;  of  mtagliaK 
oanelvea,  eu  preunt,  in  the  diicdsnoiis  now  to  tiff  ia  £un)pe.  1  bate  prv 
posed  to  hicA  Atbburton,  lo  come  to  on  kpoemont,  thiU  Bu^flaiid  aod  tfa* 
United  StaUi  shall  mainlAij].  for  a  Umited  tiuio,  eaoh  an  iodepeBdoBt 
■quoidroD  Oh  th«  eouA  of  AEriea,  oomprieing  Rucb  a  nuuber  of  TeMcb  a»l 
of  rocfa  Euce  u  taa.]r  be  a^ed  on.  with  ioatractioin  to  theu  oomtnaMls* 
tapectirelj  to  act  ia  ooaosrt.  to  Cu-  ai  majr  be  neoBmaiy,  in  onkt  that  >o 
riaT»-Rhtp,nadcrwbat«nTflAc*h«iaaT'i>''-*^'  ^  &N  ^m  ritttatioa 
aod  aeiurch."    W«b*L'*  Priv.  Corrap..  11,  pp.  1-24.  12&. 

'Stat,  at  L.  Vm,  p.  57$;  V,  art  VlII  and  OL 
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for 


Tlie  6cni»t«  rntified  tlic  tcefiljr,  but  tJie  dootore  who  bo  akill- 
lU,v  plaatcred  ibe  ruptiin;  iniit(.ti<l  of  tryinp;  to  heal  it,  were 
Jinpellod  to  [-ennit  themetelvte  lo  be  tolii  iiiany  a  bitter 
1th.  If,  OS  Adams  eicpressed  him^lf,  Galliuuii  advocatod 
the  "ticklish  trace," Mie  did  eo  certainljr  only  Ijucaiise  he 
^ffnizcd  that  ^uch  a  truce  w»»  the  ntmoet  that  conid  lie 
lained.  Utit  once  »uch  a  etop  waa  rolrnoed,  the  l»gl  groiuvd 
DiUd  never  be  i-efi^aiiied;  and  further  retrogression  was  in* 
'^evitftble.  Cass  had  ia  vaio  thrown  himself  into  the  brcacJi 
for  the  south.  The  public  oi>iuion  of  Europe  and  of  the 
it  »tatc&  of  th«  Uqioq  had  a^^ain  badly  dt-fuitcd  the  ehiv- 
"ooracy.  The  Duioa  had  cntund  into  a  treaty-oliliifatinn  in 
relation  to  a  European  poM'er,  by  which  it  coiidc-mno<i  its 
own  course  of  action  at  home  la  the  ficvereet  mnuner,  Vfu 
il  uut  plain  mockery  to  be  obliged  to  ktvp  a  dcet  on  Uic 
, coast  of  Africa  for  tbc  suppre&fiioa  of  tlio  elavo  trade,  while 
Itc  alnvocrocy  declared  the  Onion  to  be  warranted  and, 
under  certain  uircumstanccft,  bound  in  duty  to  wa^  a  war 
again»t  the  same  England  for  the  rvat>ou  that  it  rccogniised 
no  sort  of  ol>ligation  to  the  unfortunate   American  slave- 

Pners  wboee  glares  it  had  eet  at  liberty  when  whid  aitd 
ather,  or  even  a  snocessfiil  uprising  of  the  tiavee  thcm- 
ve8>  had  brought  such  a  "  legal "  cargo  of  hainan  fleeh  into 
**  Oa  till)  KiVJMt  of  (IttTery  ant]  ll>^  tJave-tradc,  tb«  ncgotiB-tioD  itaelf 
mu  A  Mapinftde,  m  itrnin^e  bctw«!n  tiw  piraipoti-iitumea  to  outvit  mdi 
vlhBTi  wul  ta  dicumTent  batli  countries  try  a  slLppcn'  tmtijirsnne  belwMv 
fntdom  mud  lianry.  Calhoun  crows  nboul  lii*  mcvou  in  impoiing  fate 
own  bartaxd  \aw  ot  nulioin  upo:i  tb«  soii&t^  by  hia  prepostf^tu  R«olntioB« 
enti^rphw  twwiiitioiii  ol  the  4tli  of  March,  18*0),  and  chucklua  at 
rtwtcc't  appealing  to  tboM  rt>«oIutiom  now,  after  dodging  fircin  tbe  dii^ 
ivifutiD^  and  confmindinE  iht-ta  then.  Calhoun  oonduilee.  upon  tJie 
'wbDl«,  to  pot  op  with  the  tjckliah  trace  pnlch.?d  np  between  the  treaty  and 
tfaa  oormtpondeaoe;  and  this  ma  vrhnt,  in  fitirt.  mmidlttd  him  to  the  raii- 
ficalion-  Then  is  a  temperance  in  hia  manner  abvionsly  aiming  to  oonol- 
t«tc  the  aortfaem  political  •opnuut,  who  abhor  sIoiTci;  and  help  to  forgn 
lortbe  dave."    M«in.  0<  J.  Q.  Adimu,  XI,  p.  285. 


CO* 


Srttl  JAflKS0N*9  ABHDnSTEATtON  —  AVXEXATIOR  OF  TCXAft. 


ono  cifheriiarborsl  Wns  it  not  plain  mockery  to  Iwobliged 
to  do  anything  »t  nil  for  the  Biippwssirtri  of  the  African  elate 
trade,  whWv  tlio  slavocrncy  iinaniraoiisly  spolto  of  the  Llees- 
tnga  which  bad  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  *' benighted  sons  of 
Africa"  bv  their  trniiofer  into  the  Christiau  weett  There 
wa*  DO  nwU  of  thu  '■  fatiatics '"  of  the  north  to  awakrai  men 
to  an  uncler^tnndlng  of  thift  side  of  t)ie  Ashhurton  lre&^. 
Benton's  rage  nud  jiaiii  wore  too  overpowerJDjj  to  i»Grmit 
bira  to  follow  Calhunn's  example  and  look  on  the  wicked 
(Tsmcwitb  as  pleasant  a  face  as  possible.  So  abotitioniGt 
woald  have  been  nbic  to  show  the  slsvocncj  how  ridicnloD* 
a  figure  it  cut  as  effoetusUy  as  did  the  furious  slaveholdw.^ 
The  history  of  the  slavery  qaestioo  during  Tyler's  admin- 
Utration,  so  far  aa  we  have  followed  it  np  to  tliie  time,  shows 
U8  the  power  of  tlio  slavoerocy  on  the  declina     Hooeo  the 

' "  What  if  the  cinpi'Tor  of  BnLul,  bof  ni  he  n;  or  tlie  qoeea  of  Sfwii, 
du]d  DA  sho  is;  or  the  queen  of  Portu^I,  lady  si  ibe  b,  ihotild  giie  osr 
minuter  ftdnci'  to  return  bome  sod  frw  hi*  own  oMintiT  fnn  ftloTCs  W* 
r(OT>  be  went  about  to  clow  tbemarkebiof  thewortdaeunsttbcm?  Tntc 
thoTO  ia  A  dilTorenoe  botwoon  pnnhasin^  nod  th«  puKfaased.  Tbir  idUUmI 
»a  dotcok  tbe  tliffemicc>  Bat  riill,  it  is  a  can  for  a  MiraBin  and  tor  aa 
in<tult;  and  iha  Atncriaui  inlnulcr  wbo  ihoiild  go  upon  tboM  «zpedllioBi 
shoulil  lonlf  (nit  for  suiswen  y«i;  difft-reut  from  wluit  ma;  be  giTcn  Is  the 
n>pimu>ntAtin!  ot  Oreat  Britain.  She.  having  liboated  her  own  dawL 
tnniT  ftoftd  up  itnd  spe»k.  But  how  will  it  be  witb  the  Amcricaa  aitairfgt. 
wlieiibecaiiimeiicHiiL'hearaiiigkUmuo&fctnuiw';'  Thw bnnimt of  Rmon* 
KUutliitr  ■>  ^  di^licnt^  Apecabon  tv^iiwn  inttivSduiLii  mora  b9  wlun  a  tonr- 
ei^n  uiothccuK-:  nnil  Wootnit  irxonilinji^j'ciiticiil  wbe*  tbr>  mnoiudraat 
i)ialmutinthi>coiidiUcinhiniMU  which  heattadniinotfa«».  Amaos  ftil  tb« 
stranire  features  ia  tbe  ootnodj  oE  emn  vbtcb  baa  eaddd  in  tim  tmttj. 
that  of  BendiufT  Americao  minlilerB  abroad  lo  eloae  the  maArta  «l  tba 
woHd  imuitiet  iba  «lav?-tmdi>  is  the  tooet  etrUdnK-.  Not  omtoU  witb  tbo 
erpeiuea,  loss  of  life  and  political  «DtangfemeiitB  of  tlua  alliaiK*^  w»  mvl 
cWtiooeer  for  ianlta,  and  md  minirten  abraod  b>  Moem,  podcct  aad 
Imair  them  borne.      .  What  maJnws  bimI  folly  I    Bi«  Don 

QiiixotL'  come  to  Ufa  and  jilaAed  himwlf  at  tbe  bead  of  oar  gommniat; 
and  taken  tbu  ncgroca  of  Africa,  instead  of  Ibe  damaeU  of  Spaia,  finr  It 
ofaj^claof  kiacblTabousprotecUoo?"    Deb.  cf  Cosier.,  XIV,  p.  &S1. 
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riew  which  originaled,  aoder  the  preMarc  of  later  event*, 

that  its  snpreniHCy  was  advauclng  rapidly  and  steadily,  needs 

curreclion  greatly.     Thin  view  in  not  entirely  wrong,  but  it 

tees  only  one  Bide  of  tJiingi^.     A  great  pnrt  of  the  nortliern 

politidaiiH  l»w  lower  under  the  yoke,  but  between  tlicm  and 

the  best  portion  of  the  nortberc  populntion,  a  split  has  been 

mnde,  which  grows  considerably  larger.    Tlie  number  of 

those  politicians  was  large  enough  ht  give  the  south,  ae  a  rule 

llie  majority  in  congress  when  the  slavehnlding  Interest 

bridged  over  the  itarty-gap  between  Us  repi^esentatives.    But, 

Bod  the  other  bund,  h  part  of  the  population  of  the  northern 

^ntates  whoemancipnted  themt^lva^  from  r.lie  iilnvocmcy  ami 

KCrom  their  own  politiclnus,  was  ftlrong  enough  already  not 

Hbnly  to  vxercitu:  a  Ctinipelling  pre^nre  in  some  cpieslioiis  on 

a  aufficit?nt  number  of  tlie  nortliern  scrviles  in  congresa,  but 

also  to  drive  a  wedge  here  and  there  into  the  representation 

of  the  south.    Jforeover  the  nnmber  of  districts  in  the  free 

^ktates  which  adopted  the  Ict-u@-alonc  programmeof  tbceoatb, 

(frew  slowly..    But  lamentably  smnll  as  was  the  group  of 

^tho«e  in  congree*  who,  on  every  oc^iifiou,  dared  to  call  tlin 

^P^ld  by  the  right  name,  who  con  tern  jittiously  declined  the 

challenges  of  the  southern  brawlers  to  fight  a  duel,  and  who 

did  not  wince  when,  in  the  conrse  of  debate,  hands  were  seen 

to  grasp  the  liowie-knife,  and  revolvers  were  cocked  —  it 

8tjl)  was  growing.     In  a  word,  the  proof  that  the  union 

willi  slavery  luid  not  beuii  able  to  einatieulate  the  north,  and 

that  it  awftkeood  more  and  more  to  the  recognition  of  iu 

Kighta  and  duties,  kept  accumulating. 
The  (south  contributed  its  »hai*e  to  this.     About  ten  year* 
ad  elapsed  pince  TTarriRon  Grey  Oti»  had  written:  The  tide 
ia  all  in  one  direction.    Now  the  waters  were  atreaming 
^^Mck.     If  they  attained  the  same  pfiwer  with  which  lliey  had 
^Hien  struck  againiit  rising  abolitit>nii:>in,  all  was  over  with  the 
rule  of  the  elavocracy.     The  slavocracy  felt  this,  and  with 
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eonvuUive  efforts,  it  sought  to  turn  Itack  the  radder  in  the 
i>ld  direction.     Tlie  violent  brutality  of  ite  ap[)oarancc  in 
ci>Dgre»A  reiiched  iu  zenith  during  these  yeare.     Proroking 
t})ump«,  fii>r-bluw6,  tlie  ilourishing  of  weapons  hade  fair  to] 
become  the  inevitable  spice  uf  Ic^latJx-e    KctiOD.     Agnln ' 
and  again,  A'lanis  repeated  the  prayer  for  peace  and  calm- 
nesa  in  battle,  in  his  diary.    The  granting  of  the  prayer 
would  have  tteen  almost  a  inimcle,  even  if  be  liad  beeu  a  lumti 
by  nature.     Tlit-  provocatiuiis  must  have  been  innupportable  j 
te  all  tliose  in  whom  the  feeling  of  Individual  diguity  and  of  fl 
tlic  dignity  of  human  n»ture  was  nut  entirety  drowned  in  ~ 
the  "milk  of  pionn  tlioiight."     TheHoiitheni  extremtUA  now 
scarcely  spake  except  iji  the  tone  of  tlie  master,  and  of  a 
master  sucli  as  was  neceswtrily  formed  in  a  slavoora^  ac- 
cording to  Jefferson**  ma*.lerly  delineation,  from  hU  oureeiy 
years  np.     Tlieir  passion  could  not  bear  ttie  lea»t  protoca- 
tiou,  and    tlicy  began    to  consider  the  art  uf  pcntiuion 
unworthy  uf  tUmn;  imperious  demaitds,  audacious  threats, 
wild  abuse,  the  lone  of  the  voioe,  the  glanceo^tbe  eyo,«eiy 
motion  uf  the  ann— all   were  only  variations  of  the  ODfl^| 
theme:  sirrali,  do  not  forget  yonr  place,  and  your  damned  ~ 
duty  and  obligationt 

How,  under  these  ciro»mi>tanoes,oouM  tlieiMlatod  defeats 
of  the  slavocracy  have  made,  on  contemporaries  and  especi- 
ally on  fellow-netors,  the  iinpreasion  of  great  victorioa  of  tlw 
principles  of  liberty!  We  are  able  to  uodentand  ibeir  iiuttn- 
ing,  bnt  to  them  Oiey  niDHt  have  seemed  only  as  the  repalw] 
of  an  attack  at  a  few  points,  while  tlie  entnny,  everywhere 
else, was Hivnncing.  In  this]>ointorin  lh:it,llu!Sontlib«wwne 
more  cantiona  and  wise  by  the  defeats  which  it  had  anftefed,] 
bat  these  had  not  made  it  grow  faint-hearted.  It  wsa  per- 
fectly can.seious  of  the  puweritslill  po88eaMKl,and  ita  defeats 
had  only  strengthened  it«  resolution  to  wwert  that  [tower  at 
alt  hazards,  and  made  It  clearer  to  it,  that  to  aaaert  that 
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power  was  necessary  to  increase  it,  in  tlie  txa\  sense  of  the 
word.  AikI  this  it  coald  now  ilo  if  it  understood  how  to 
turn  tlie  moiiieiit  to  ndvantage. 

We  have  already  referred  to  Uic  attempt  to  discredit  the 
wfaigs  in  the  south  as  sbuHtioaist^.  Absurd  m  the  cxaj^er- 
attan  was,  it  was,  after  all,  only  »ii  exnggci-ation.  On  the 
wbole^  the  gbs-ocracy  oould  Dot,  by  auy  lueana,  couut  on 
tlicm  to  the  extent  tliat  it  cnnltl  ou  the  democrats.  Even 
JefferaoQ  had  called  '*  the  deiuucracy  of  the  north  the  iiut- 
oial  ally  of  the  south,"  uid  the  south  now  emphatically 
reminded  the  northern  democrats  of  the  pruphctie  saying,' 
which  it  liad,  from  tUu  Umi^  known  iiow  to  fultill.  lliis  alli- 
ance lay  in  the  naliire  of  the  party.  Even  the  democrats* 
fiindauicntnl  view  of  the  political  ^*iaatlich)  nature  of  the 
Union  directed  the  slavocracy  townrds  them  chiefly.  Tho 
more  pointedly,  in  tiieory,  tlio  coiifoilerata  character  of  the 
Union  was  brought  into  view,  the  more  difficult  did  it  be- 
ODine,  in  practice,  to  reaist  the  pretenaloo^  of  the  eoutli.  If 
itdemand^  tiiat  anything  sliould  be  done,  it  could  almoH 
always  app^Al  with  Kticcesft  to  the  nntiooal  feeling,  because 
the  national  intei^rowth  of  maieriul  intdinititA  had  advanced 
BO  &*r  tliftt  the  Union  swmed  in  the  direct  feeling  of  the 
whole  people,  and  especially  of  the  nortliern  population,  not 
m  a  confederation,  but  as  a  rather  compact  federal  atata  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  oontettted  the  power  of  the  government 
of  the  Ifnioii,  it  could  draw  the  democrats  afler  it  mostly  by 
the  rope  of  etote-eovereignty.  In  addition  to  this,  there  was 
llie  |>eiTidiiLr  laclinatlon  of  these  antitheses  to  one  another. 
Those  democrats  of  the  north  who,  with  all  the  hnnosty  of 
incapacity  for  political  thought,  domnDdcd,  most  unoondi- 
tionally,  the  carrying  into  practioe  of  the  demncnitii-  princi- 
ple, agreed  alivo,  in  the  most  absolute  and  honest  conviction, 
with  the  filavehulderi),  that  it  wiu  obviomi  that  uoiw  of  theit 
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** fiel(<evi(I(>nt  principles"  had  any  appliciiiton  to  negeoet. 
The  radicAl  douiocrat  Ib,  as  a  rule,  an  uriettwniL  so  arrogant 
iind  M  JntoleraQt  that  only  the  slavelioldor  cau  be  oonsidereil 
hiB  peer  in  tliia  reepecL  DeiuocraU  of  tho  tir^t  water  of  tlir- 
Idiid  arc,  indeed,  a  rari^  ev^i  to-day,  in  Lhe  United  Stiller; 
Imt  they  hod,  at  thai  onrly  day,  a  largo  cInKs  which  furnisiied 
almost  as  good  material  for  deiniigogacff  of  erary  degroo  and 
nuitL  It9  very  name  dre»'  t}ie  greatest  part  of  the  nntarml- 
ixed  citizens  to  the  demonratio  piirty.  How  were  tiieae 
Europeans  to  attain  to  a  half-way  correct  anderelandiog  of 
tlie  niiture  and  meaning  of  tlie  eUtvery  qoostion?  Tla> 
numttor  of  tbo^^o  among  them  who  bad  the  edBcatiuii 
neowaary  to  do  thia  was  eranescently  &mn1I.  Scaroely 
one  of  them  knew  how  tmd  why  tbe  state  of  thlags  had 
come  to  be  what  it  was.  All  were  engaged,  to  tbe 
fullest,  by  tbe  nnavoidable  necesuty  of  maldog  a  Hve- 
libnod.  AVbat  tuuu  is  there  to  which  a  sicillfal  mnaieiaii 
might  not  have  made  these  perjple  danoel  The  ideas  and 
prejudices  brought  over  Ijy  tliein  from  Etiro|)B  were  horpwl  on, 
and  a  wiitubwurd  was  thrown  in  here  and  there,  as  an  always 
oSocti<re  trumpet- blast;  a  cheap  complimcot  was  wliispcred 
before  election  day  into  the  ear  of  the  rually  ihupised  [lariah. 
and  the  lierd  luajted  as  happy  and  tbongbtless  as  a  6ock  of 
shnep.  ]^{any  a  revolutionist  of  184^  whom  the  reaction 
liad  driven  to  Amorica,  diaUactly  remembers  yet  with  what 
stark,  almost  dreadful  astonisluncnl,  bis  wise  Geraum  ooan- 
tryraoo  looked  at  hiio  when  he  declarod  tltal  he  pnjfenvil 
tbe  wliigs  to  tlie  democrats.  And  tlien  there  were  the  coni- 
paot  cron'ds  of  the  ranch  more  numeruas  Irish,  whom  tbv 
tyranny  of  England,  extending  over  several  centuries,  had 
laieoded  into  clay  softer  and  more  plastic  than  had  over  be- 
fore fallen  into  the  hands  of  tbo  doma-^f^io.  Only  tlit- 
chnrcb  oonid  have  kept  tliese  hi>l-hlooded,  wUting  and  de- 
voted ohildreo,  with  tlteir  otter  absence  of  odaoatJuD,  and 
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11000,  wbicli  oft«a  amouQtod  to  bratalization. 
betog  used  hy  the  dref^  of  tho  native  politicians  as  a 
{■iMCtering  nm  Against  the  foundations  of  the  he&ltiij  Amcri- 
[can  democracy.  But  what  attitudo  tlie  Gutbolic  cUurcb  as- 
Lumed  tovarJs  the  slavery  qaeetion,  wo  have  already  heard 
firom  the  mouth  of  Urowneon,  tUo  greatest  Catholic  publicist 
wt  the  Uniou.  It  hud  not  escaped  the  elinrj)  eye  of  Van 
Burcn  of  what  value  it  would  be  to  the  political  "  miiehine  " 

ito  control,  here  and  there,  in  the  larger  citiea  of  ihu  Union,  a 
blindly  devoted  bodyguard^  made  up  of  such  elements;  and 
tbo  Icsdone  of  its  successes  have  never  been  forgotten  by  the 
dcmDcratic  politicians. 

The  democrat*  had  now  agiiiti  a  prepouderance  in  con- 
gress, nnd  they  immediately  showed,  in  the  most  striking 
manner,  how  little  tbeir  defeat  in  1840  had  taught  thciu  to 
^^have  a  little  more  iiigard  for  law,  right  and  decency,  where 
iieso  came  into  c«»lli8iou  witli  the  interest  of  the  party.    A 
[law  of  tlie  25th  of  June,  1842,  had  provided  that  all  states 
riiicJi  sent  more  tlian  one  representative  to  tlie  honse  of 
epreBentalivcs  t^hould  be  divided  into  as  many  di^tricte  as 
icy  Imd  reprewnlattvcs  in  tlui  house  of  rcprc«oulattvc«,  and 
lat  each  district  should  choose  a  representative.*    New 

*J.  A.  RHinilton  tu  Piv«<I«nt  HunHiii,  Miuch  9,  IJHI:  "  I  knov  ttuit 
it  im  fioia  the  b«(riiinitig  a  put  cf  Mr.  V&n  Boren's  policy  to  draw  t<>  hia 
npport  the  Catholio  of  this  cotintr?  throusk  their  priata  hero,  who  wetv 
ta  tw  operated  upon  by  tlie  bead  of  the  <Jmrcl>  abroad,  t  t&y  tttiii  witli 
twuUdvDoei  andmwt  atribui^ev^iiteof  tli«lasteloctJODpn>vedboiv 
fill  ha  had  b«-D.  I'tiiK  wan  in  tnith  tlie  ia«t  can!  upon  vbidi  his 
ads  in  tiiM  Rtdktri  n>Ii^,  .  .  .  and  but  for  the  great  chasgei  araoof 
!  people  of  tho  comitij,  it  vould  have  been  eucccisfuily  pUyod.  Ton 
reaoUect  that  Uie  Bret  diEiloiuibUc  oommumciitian  ever  niiulo  totht 
'ytValRfl  WBibjr  Mr.  Vkn  Biroa  tm  itavttaj <4  •Udv;  and  Umt  otu ccnsul 
at  Borne.  SigoOT  Obiduuii.  who  had  been  such  for  a  great  number  ol 
ircaa,viu  romorod  to  gift  place  to  a  young  American  who  hud  t^ll^ri(^d  an 
Italian  woRian.  litis  change  «aa  not  made  to  pnnauto  iiho  intiemi*  uf 
the  pOT»oii  AppointAd."  ReminiBoeiicefl  of  J.  A.  HiunUton.  p.  S14. 
•Stat,  at  L,V.  p.  491. 
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Ilaiiipshire,  Georgia,  MiseUfiippi  and  Missonri  did  not  ran- 
t^ider  tliemi>elvea  obliged  to  pay  anj  attention  to  this  lav, 
and,  according  to  their  old  cudtuiia,  elected  all  their  repre- 
oeotntivee  ia  a  general  ulcotioa.  Thcee  olcctions  wsra  wu- 
tested  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  elections  to  report 
oil.  The  qnestion  of  law  was  so  simple  that  it  was  scarcely 
possible  that  there  should  be  two  opinioas  on  it  The  coo- 
etitution  left  it  .to  tho  stale  legisluturus  to  provide  for  tlw 
lime,  place  and  manner  of  ttie  election  of  senators  and  wp- 
i-esentativee,  but  gave  ooogrc6»  the  right  to  alter  ihcfie  pn>- 
vieionfi  by  law,  imd  even  to  catabliHli  bucIi  pravieions  it^f 
cxcopt  ill  rtltitiuii  to  the  placo  of  the  eluctiou  of  evuolora.' 
Yet  the  majority  of  tlie  committee  was  nut  able  to  difioovcr 
any  autliorisation  for  the  law  of  the  25tli  of  Juno.  Tbe 
writer  of  the  report,  Stephen  A.  Dongtas,  of  Illinoifi,  wtto, 
uii  thiii  occasion,  miidu  tho  brilliniit  debut  uf  bi^  grand  deu- 
Illogical  c;inx>r  on  the  nutioiinl  stage,  endcftvx>red  to  prove 
its  iiiviilidily,  fur  tlic  rcitsou  tJiat  congrees  had  not  oloo  pre- 
Krribud  wlicii  and  huw  tlte  divisiuii  into  districts  was  to  be 
made.'  Coogrcss,  he  claimed,  was  obliged  cither  to  let  the 
power  granted  to  it  rest  entirety  or  tu  exercise  it  to  its  falleM 
extent.  People  permitted  such  absurdities  to  be  servn]  up 
to  Lbem,  with  the  apjtearance  of  deep  wisdom,  r»  oonetita- 
tioiial  law.' 

The  other  part  of  Douglas's  reasoning  was  apparently  not 
witliont  weight.  Ho  claimed  that  tho  right  in  question  we 
granted  to  congress  only  coDditionally,  and 'songht  to  demon- 
Btrate  this  from  the  intention  of  the  legislator.  He  appealed 
here  to  the  declarations  made  in  the  conrontioa  at  Philadel- 
phia and  by  the  Feder^ist,  that  the  granting  of  the  riglit  w«s 
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■  Alt.  I,  tea.  4,  par.  I. 
'  See  Ua  nqwi  o(  the  SSd  of  Januarr.  l&M.  Kib-«,  LX v.,  pp.  ilBft-MI. 
■Tbe  "DemooBlic  Renew,"  August,  ISti,  p.  SOS^  ca]la  Ibe  k«  "i 
lueaMue  ot  high-liaaded  federa]  utaptriian." 
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ueoeeaary  became  the  meaca  neoeesarj  to  its  eelf-preservatioD 
had  to  be  given  to  cver^  govemaiCDt.  How  this  was  to  be 
ijr>der&tood,  apiwnreU  from  tliedeniiiutl  innde  by  seren  states' 
st  the  titue  of  mtificatioD,  that  an  auiendiDeut  should  be 
[MiSded  deciarinj^  tliat  this  power  was  ffraoted  to  congress 
only  when  tlie  Btatut  rtfiiactl  to  maku,  or  wei-c  kt-pt  from 
tuakiiig,  Lhu  neixssory  proviaione.  I3iit6iich  an  anieadmeDt 
had  uut  been  adopted,  and  in  the  wording  of  the  coiistitn* 
tional  prorisicjii,  not  tlic  leai>t  iiitiiaalioii  van  to  be  found  of 
aooDditiunal  grant.  Spite  of  tlie^e  historical  facts,  there- 
fore, congrvsH  was  not  under  tlte  least  mural  obligation  to 
conaidtii-  tlmt  tlie  luteutiou  of  the  legislator  was  any  more 
than  that  it  should  not  make  use  of  thin  right  without  good 
reasons.  But  th(M%  were  the  best  of  reHttous  for  it  now,  and 
if  congrcM  could  be  rightly  blamed  for  anything,  it  could 
only  be  for  not  having  used  its  power  before.  That  the  vir- 
tue of  parties  was  not  t^ntHdent  to  resist  the  temptation  to 
Biipport  their  supreniacy  by  amending;  the  election  la'iva  ac 
carding  to  the  wante  of  the  moment,  had  been  freqnentty 
observed  already.'  Moreover,  the  general  introduction  of 
district  elections  was  absolutely  necessary,  if  (he  principle  of 
the  constitution,  in  relation  to  the  difference  between  the 
oompooi tiun  of  the  senate  and  of  the  house  of  representatives 
•lioukt  be  preserved  lui&bndged.  To  the  extent  tlmt  the 
of  the  hoQ&o  of  representatives  were  chosen  at  gon- 
ina,  to  that  t^xteiit  the  house  acquired  the  charao* 
ter.  In  this  respect,  of  a  etatea-honse  (StaaCenhaits)  which 

^tTirgiaia,  HiaMcfaaWtU,  Neir  HampaKin.  }f ew  York,  Hhode  laland 
i3  the  two  Cuolinnc. 
•  ■•  But  the  state  IcgiTsLotoiet  mi^lit  (as  manj  of  ttiem  havn]  iibum  tfai* 
power.  Thv  firnoml  ticket  bus  often  been  lesotted  to;  dhtric^  to  elect 
two,  U>p-n,  and  (our  mooilxis,  hare  been  fRqucnlljrbrmeiJ;  &ud  evfln  Uie 
OOnititiH^nt  parts  of  a  sineb  district  luiv*  he^eat  chanttnd — and  all  to  giro 
.  an  andno  itdvnnlii;p>  to  the  dominant  faction  in  difler^at  leKicliihiits." 
I  Seport  of  Uip  minority  t4  &»  oomnuttee.    Nila.  LXV,  p.  412. 
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according  to  the  view  of  the  constitatioD,  ooly  the  senatei 
in  contradistinction  to  the  popular  bouee,  lti«  boiue  of 
tbc  rcproacDtattrcs  oE  cUe  populatioD,  should  possesa.  And 
besides,  ^^vueral  elections  were  in  coofliot  with  the  fandu- 
loeatai  democratic  principle  of  tbe  rule  of  the  majorit;. 
IiuLsmiiclt  as  that  principle  was  applied  to  the  popolatioo 
of  tbo  ficvcral  etatcs,  nut  divided  into  group»,  but  ia  their 
entirety,  it  afforded  the  temptiug  poaaibllitj  of  plaving 
the  supi-emai-^'  uf  the  Union  into  the  Laoda  of  a  amall 
miDority.'  ' 

All  this  waa  uot  douiod,  bat  it  oould  altor  the  dcoisiro 
qoeBtioiiin  nothing,  tlmt  all  the  repreeentativee  electad  by  the 
states  named  except  two  were  democrat&  The  majority  of 
the  coDimitteo  moved  that  the  provision  in  qneetion  of  Uie  law 
of  tlio  3dth  of  June,  should  be  declared  not  aconstitation- 
ally  bindini;  Iiiw,  and  that  Uie  elections  should  be  recognized 
»a  valid.  To  wliora  the  hon&e  ehoiild  a&aigu  the  right  to  a 
seat  on  its  llitor,  was  a  niattRr  which  belonged  entireljr  to  it; 
bnt  it  was  plain  that  tlic  right  of  tlie  house  of  reprcsctitati  vol 
to  decide  concerning  the  binding  force  and  tboconBtitutiun- 
allty  of  the  Bxiating  laws  was  entirely  ncvr.  If  one  branch 
of  the  Irgisliitivc  power  itself  treated  the  laws  in  this  way, 
the  respL-cl  fur  them  must,  indeed,  havo  hccomo  ptirt  «>£  iho 
flesh  and  blood  of  the  j^^ple,  if  the  supremacy  of  taw  te- 

' "  It  could  be  dcmoiutratAd  .  .  .  Utat,  bjr  the  geneml  tidcBt.  ax  d 
tha  lartrot  Bt«t«(i  iroald  el«ctoae  liimdnd  sad  sinrUica  tMBtt>«i,  and  msrta 
at  the  tiw  ttaJbe  one  bondiwd  and  thirteen  membm  ol  Iba  protiatluwM. 
and  Uiiu  bnt  little  inorft  than  oae-hoU  oE  their  mtct,  fcming  aboot 00^ 
fmirth  of  thu  ErccmcQ  of  tlic  UDitl^d  States,  wnld  widd  &t  popular  toandi 
of  tbo  gOTOniininit;  that  the  g^eral  tii^et  would  ^tc  the  ideotiOB  uf  csn- 
didktes  and  Uiuh  the  dectiou,  in  lact,  into  the  ItAadt  of  a  few  Kiinc,  br 
ward  and  bold  spiriU.  and  Uh)  {wople  would  oiil>'  lia.ro  Ibe  pdtilege  of 
la^It;^  thoir  couciM  docroM;  that  this  mode  in  (roth  doc«  not  pTe  artf 
gfaatntioD  of  tho  p*opk',  bnt  oolj  of  datu  miijontiea.  and  cilcocta  Ih* 
TOi«a  of  aU  niinorities,  though  ia  number  barely  diitiiigaidkaUo  from  tluc 
dominant  nujoiitf.*'    1.  c. 
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miifiicd  more  than  »  name.    Bat  the  democnicts  hnd  tho 
power,  and  no  other  argmncni;  arailed  in  the  face  of  this 

I  one.  Tlie  house  not  only  rocognizcU  the  elections,  bnt  etrnck 
the  protest  of  the  whigs  against  them  from  its  joimial.' 
If  the  democratic  politicians  did  not  recoil  from  prostitot- 
iitg  the  legislative  power,  and  with  it  themselvua,  to  this  ex- 
lent,  Ihc  worst  had  to  be  expected  in  those  respects  in 
which  the  people  Itad  long  hceii  acciietoincd  to  the  g;t'eatcst 
partv-ten-orisni.  Hut  the^i'  hod  no  power  over  the  moet 
I     ^cient  men»8  to  attain  again  to  the  complete  possession  of 

■  tho  suprcniacj,  epitc  of  their  majoritj  in  coogreas:  the 
H  "  patronage '*  of  the  goveniment  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
H  president  wlto  was  sitting  between  tho  two  stools.    Bnt  if 

thc^  had  DO  cootrol  over  tltc  fodder-box,  it  was  for  thoiu  to 
eay  whctlier  tlioy  woulil  order  all  others  away  from  it. 
Tyler  would  have  done  this  most  cheerfully,  bnt  they  were 
loo  wise  to  enter  into  the  unequal  trade.  They  were  willing 
K  to  have  patience  yet  a  little  lunger,  provided  only,  the  rent 
whigB  were  shown  to  the  door.  Tlie  offices  were  a  daugor- 
ons  weapon  only  iu  the  hands  of  an  organized  psirty;  and  a 
purely  personal  following  of  the  president  was  not  snch  as 
to  inspim  fear,  even  by  the  possession  of  power.  Bnt  l^lor, 
uf  his  own  motion,  proceeded  to  thin  ont  the  wluga  as 
thoronghlyaa  any  democrat  could  wish. 

■  l^ler,  inhis  inaugural  address,  had  apolten  exhanatlvely 
p  on  the  wild  management  of  government  ])alronagc  _and  its 

evil  consequences  to  l!ie  whole  political  life  of  ihe  nation, 
and  declared  "  a  permanent  and  radical  cban^  "  to  he  necea- 
aiuy.  No  faithful  and  honest  official  should  be  removed  by 
liira  unless  he  made  use  of  his  office  for  party  purposes, 
his  last  oiTenee  he  had  promised  to  punish  in  those  ap- 
ainted  by  himitelf  juM  aa  Heverely  by  di9mi«.<ia],  as  he  would 
thoae  whom  he  had  found  in  otHoe.*    This  was  Uarrisoti'i 


■Kile0,LXyi.p.  130. 


*8tat«ni.<«Maa..  U,p.  L3dS. 
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]>rograinine,  only  more  pointedly  Iramed.  And  if  we  can 
attach  full  fkitli  to  tlte  vords  o(  the  prcsidont,  tlie  quarrel 
with  dm  whigs  liad  not  shaken  bis  good  re^ulutiuiiii  in  thu 
l^sst.  Tile  first  annusl  me&^ge  repeated  tlie  promises  luiule, 
in  tlie  mom  emphatic  manner.  If,  despite  this,  tho  iiiiraber 
of  distnissats  waa  from  tht>  Gmt  not  «maU,  it  did  not  tollov 
from  that,  of  itsell^tliat  Tyler  did  not  intend  to  keep  biK 
word.  Flu  had  expnwAly  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
many  offiuiaU  did  notfulliU  tho  condition  made^  and  tliat  was 
an  iucoiiletitahle  fact  Tes,  it  was  a  fact  to  such  an  «xtent 
tliat  the  qncBtion  ^-ery  readily  snggwted  itself,  whether  th* 
practical  value  of  the  promiseaof  the  president  were  not  re- 
duced to  a  ininimnnj.  If  the  principle  set  up  were  rigor- 
ously carried  out,  people  would,  presumably,  not  lutre  ro- 
mainetlfar  behind  the  practice  hitherto,  and  then  scarcely 
wiythiuj^  would  have  been  aocomplUhed,  (md  the  appeal  to 
tlie  goodness  of  tlieir  motives  would  have  been  answered  by 
loud  laughter.  But,  after  all,  no  one  reiilly  Iwliered  in  thv 
geriousnesa  of  tlie  promises,  and  not  at  all  because  John 
Tyler  had  made  them.  Tlie  condition  precedent  to  **  a  per- 
manent and  radical  change"  %-ns  evidently  n  wide-spmd 
conviction  of  its  necessity.  Hut  thie  was  j»o  far  froro  exlst- 
iug,  that  not  so  maoh  as  a  single  politician  or  jonnialist  had 
made  even  a  half-way  serioos  endeavor  to  fatliom  the  quw- 
tion,  how  8iich  a  change  ooald  he  brought  alxint.  Bnt,  in- 
deed, the  a«nplaint8  grew  louder  and  louder  that,  with  botli 
parties,  the  mischief  had  reached  ench  a  magnitude,  tliat^  in 
th?  aeveral  states,  the  whole  of  legislative  activity  was  oi 
tacked  by  it  most  severely.'      The  democrats  might  sink 

*TbA''DeiiiOonriMBOTitw.*'luuu?.184S.p.47.writet:  "OneofUi* 
ouues  vhieh  loat  oi  [the  denMerata)  the  oootrol  of  affaira  i»  Ibii  riAts  pinr 
Ytttk]  i*  now  obviott*  t»  unry  one.  It  wu  that  tprtftm  of  loc-roUiag  \tj 
wbiclL  the  support  ot  tftry  local  interest  -wm  ImnpaaeA  tor  hf  om  itgif 
latmr,  at  tlw  ezpunM  cf  the  geaaml  good.  It  became  so  nntvetwltjr  tbt 
giOBBdwnk  d  ereij  pnMliw  (■  kgliNifaii,  not  cmlrinMcwToriclnl  ta 


TTLZB'8  poliot. 

-in  thotnirc,  but  there  wae  truly  no  lack  of  proof  that 
rliigs  also  w«re  wading  tlirougb  verjr  thick  elimc'    A 

P anqr  intern iJ  impnr«iD«ntsUte|Uiat  itwQiiliIdeemtofaaTC  been  Uictmly 
rmntwn  adapted  to  tlie  Iwbits  and  caicuiiistaiicM  cS  the  tiiue.  Allied  aa  tt 
wu  to  tfao  M*^«ion  of  a  vart  pAper-monfly  ^ngrino,  thon  in  tha  looitb  ol 
ha  pO'weT,  it  mu  iraixM-iible  to  withatAnil  it,  and  both  p»rti(.-9  for  il  tiinu 
wdwith  Prw-b  other  iathoemvwm^mcnt  of  tho  pnetiM."  That  in  many 
other  tlabcfl  things  irere  almoflLrw  Uwl  lu  in  Nnw  York,  nuiy  b«ihomi  hj 
tfae  deaenptkni  wtucb  the  Mme  journal  in  March,  1^7,  guva  of  the  state 
of  things  in  Ohio  dunntr  the  hut  pntc^tng  years:  "It  ia  not  an  uUiunl 
jndidttl  OTKiuiiziitioii  ulun?  tbeib  allc^cts  Ohio:  Kbe  hus,  i>^rhu|M,  mun*  than 
onr  oUici  stAt«,  suffered  &«m  tho  ornnbundanoo  of  private  legitlation,  cf 
chaitflT-monKeriiur.  contmct-lettinir,  uid  debt-cm,tiii9.  Cormption  hu. 
thrangh  onttablc  and  h»h-  lcf[i«Iiition,  burdmrd  the  peopiit  with  dchtn  And 
huation  to  a  motil deplorable  esteiiL  NoaUtebus  rrcKtiv  reavons  than 
(Miio  to  oomplain  of  the  iniquity  oE  Htm  Lobby.  For  yeare,  tliu  bimoen  of 
lobbfinir  lor  counbca  uid  towns  and  city  chattel*  vaa  a  lacrativc  ono,  and 
prirate  enioluni<>Dt  has  bem  the  basis  of  (iv9-iix1b>  of  the  lef^slatJon  in 
duo  tt  well  at  of  other  itAt«t.  At  tho  session  of  1344-4o,  th«  number  of 
lam  paved  to  promiHe  the  uuiienil  welfare  wod  eii[hty*niii«.  and  the 
nniaber  of  tboao  that  •xmccrned  individuati)  only,  p&Mcd  to  bone&t  thcm  at 
the  (xp^usc  o(  the  public,  wna  four  hundiod  and  iicrunty.  For  ercty  law 
jmaatA  of  a  Ii^tiinafa!  natara,  five  wetc  cnnctJid  for  phTatA  profit,  includ- 
ing all  d«3iptiunn  of  cocpOora^oni.  The  >lato  leKitlature  hun  come  to  be 
teguded  more  u  tho  means  of  exacting  somethiDi;  from  the  pnUic,  than 
aa  the  meeting  of  the  delegates  oC  the  people  aoHmbled  to  ttanoact  public 
boMB^n  uniler  written  instruction*."  A  democrat  from  Tllinois  writm,  ua 
tbelUbof  July,  1343,  to  the  "Chaclc«lon  Mercury: "  "  The  nomination  of 
aU  candkiaUa  among  us  is  uinoancf  d  by  county,  district  or  statu  convtn* 
liosi;  bobthe  de1«gat««  to  tbow  oonvcntions  aio  Tiitually  Appointed  by 
ngjbnoe.  ooneaponding  and  central  comiuittees,  ooitiposed,  for  the  most 
|iArt,  of  otSua-hoiders,  <^ce-fleekers,  and  newspN^^  «ditois,  who  aiQ  ank' 
ing  offlca  and  potronagv.  The  nucletu  nniund  whJob  tbeso  oommittcm 
«cn  ftnt  fonaed,  were  the  federal  officers,  consisting  of  attom^yi.  mar- 
ifiaLs,  MCOTers  and  registen  of  hud  officm,  sorroyon  general,  and  post- 
mutcn."    Niles.  LXIT,  p.  S93. 

'Tia  New  Tork  state  eonvenbon  of  whig*,  in  October,  IS41,  called  the 
'lothevictionbetaDglhe  apoiU'*  o(  the  dcmociaU,  "  abominable  doctritM:;" 
bat  added  "it  is  it*  [of  the  party  at  tbl^  helm]  right  and  itsdtitytoeondiacl 
these  [lbeadtuniatralive]opvnitioni  miunlyby  the  hands  of  its  friends.  We 
leipeitfnIlfODfiunend  this  jutt  andueceaiafy  rule  to  the  notice  of  the  presn* 
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prmnnont  and  radical  cliADge,  therefore,  wjold  bare  to  be 
4  olimlnod  lij,-  forc!^  against  the  Bcrricd  opposition  of  the  poli- 
ticiatu  of  both  parties,  and  thai, at  the  time,  wft*  dimplv  im- 
pofisihle,  becnuse  ihe  people  did  not  sapport  lb'?  preiideiit  witti 
the  necessarjr  reMliition  nor  with  the  neoesfsar;- intcltigcnot 
Tlie  abru])t  descent  was  continned,  nor  was  tbe  ground  yet, 
Iw  anv  means,  reached  from  which  the  riow  and  difficult 
«aoent  mljght  Ite  begun.  People  were  not  yet  conrinccd  of 
ihe  necessity  of  ft  change,  but  tbey  now,  for  the  first  titne, 
entered  into  that  phnae  of  derolopincnt  in  which  they  })egaj\ 
to  Accommodate  thcniaelres  to  the  mischief  ns  nn  eril,  grf«t. 
indeed,  but  nnnvoidalde.' 

Nothing  that  Tyler  was  able  to  do  eonld  have  nltcrwl  thi*; 
tint,  on  tlie  other  hand,  he  could,  indeed,  promote  thifi  de- 
relopnient,  and  he  look  care  to  do  so.  He  vrofi  not  de- 
fi.*nted  in  a  hopeless  bnt  honorable  struggle  with  the  poti- 
ticians.     In  this  very  respect  he  proved  hiin&elf  the  wont 

(l«nt  for  ft  man  eQdent  ofaaerraDce  snd  eafbteemait  Ihaa  U  hai  yettvaiTed 
at  hia  liandB."  NSo,  LKI.  p.  137.  QnagBt,  tiio  prrtmii^ri  awiiiil  in 
lyer'a  finl  calnnM.  mitt  in  the  Tocmp  BtOa't  wbig  craTtntkn  in  WBtm 
Kew  Toi^;  "  Tba  n>Toliit»n  of  latt  jtta  wm  not  MunepliibMl  metcijp  kt 
th«  purpow  of  plaaitff  th«  cxocntiTe  oScen  at  Wuhinfrtao  ta  nag  nd 
cAmfortable  phew ,  whiln  Iba  bonU  of  olBc»-hflldenitltroagb(wttbf  «aiti7 
reniainAd  nni&liiibed.  Thar  jvmtmi  «ii  h  miuh  ilmind  by  tbe  peoflt 
lu  was  the  cliaoge  in  tlw  biBbert  olSetn  ot  UiH  BDnmromt.  So  pvfeeO; 
wu  this  oBdentood,  tbat  it  w»  doe  to  onr  ndntasriM  ta  tmy,  that  tiwj 
did  noteomptoin  wbea  mnoTcdi  aodjnftljr  limghfd  at  tu  rbm  pawJtfcd 
lo  ntnatB."  Henoe  ha  points  to  it  u  oae  of  bbe  moat  Ti^rrinl  dntto 
ftgUHlTrier.tbat  be  left  eo  many  penooe  in  office.    Hiid.,  p.  831. 

*  Piopla  had  aUvadf  coem  to  look  upon  a  pomn'R  chanJcter  ai  Rufi- 
doiw,  (itapl;  becaow  be  filled  a  public  office.  In  a  Irtler  fron  DaanUit. 
minab.  of  tbe  5th  ot  Jddc  IS13.  <re  rad:  "  Tima  wm  wbea  It  wa*  oa 
honor  to  b«  on  ofllccr.  for  few  bat  boncrnbt^  men  eonld  gH  tfaeie.  K»v  B 
UinasdoEitMUnlberadiaeTaM;  as  it  is  <EScaIt  to  avoid  tbampieaB 
that  a  man  mint  bave  been  tbe  mean,  oowatdly,  cringlDg.  acrrila  tool  ol 
a  VUtf,  a  Bwn  eat'e^paw.  in  ordur  to  get  isto  offieei  and  snlMa  «»  kisv 
Ha  Aaji^w  tpsm  eoma  other  eooioe,  «fl  can  hanDy  help  SmpUaf  Uia 
fao.    the  fact  that  be  ieboOoe."    N3a.  I^IT.  p.  3SI. 
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ainung  nil  the  politicians.  Tlio  more  tlie  number  of  lii» 
adherents  luelted  aw&/,  the  more  intent  upon  reelection  did 
he  hetomc,"  and  tho  more  violently  did  he  poke  the  fire 
tiuder  the  Ijoiler  of  the  patronage-iiiiicliioQ.  lEis  little  liottl 
tbuugbt  his  people  so  emftll  thnt  he  believed  he  Iiod,  in  tbe 
buttou-al  of  ofiicefi,  the  riire  key  to  the  ^Vliitc  Iloude,  and  tli« 
nearer  bia  term  of  ofGue  appniaehed  itn  end,  the  more  regiinl- 
\tuiy  did  he  dis[xjt>e  of  tliem  iis  if  tliey  were  hiti  private 
proi»orty.  It  was  not  only  the  vh\f^  who  accuwi  him  of 
this.'  Tho  demi>cra[«,  among  whom  eliitifly  he  wunt  alwnt 
peddling  his  stock  in  trade,  did  nut  uuderviilue  tliu  advuiitoge 
which  a  policy  of  this  kind,  afi  unwise  a6  it  wii&  bliamelcss, 
hrought  to  litem.  Thty  were  wtisfled  to  eee  the  whiga  cast 
out  and  people  put  in  their  place  who  would,  for  the  most 
jiart,  cling  to  them  tlio  moment  they  became  c<>uviuccd  of 
Tyler's  political  baukruptey.  But  they  repcllod  thcfttturapt 
to  buy  the  party  with  ofliec-trunipery  m  an  insult,  tie  base- 
ness of  which  VIM  gnrpMsed  only  by  ita  stupidity.' 


m 


'  Ev^n  Wiw,  IkA  mthnsifuiHi^  oAravKi  of  IV'^'Tt  wnto;    '*  Eis  only  tail- 
uo  wu  lo  upirB  to  ofiiop.  and  to  f  occci^d  to  a  socceaMo."  Sevvn  Decades, 
232. 

*la»Li4(ei:  dated  as  far  Utdfu  May  1,1842,  Cnttendun  makes  mentica 
the  nimar  that  T)-ler  would  deprive  all  "CUywtu^  and  oltradBmo- 
oatsoC  oiEoe,  and  tept&M  them  by  'tnodernti*  sifn,  aliiw  Tj^  men.' 
He,  bon-Tcr,  ooDaid^^-d  it  improbuble  that  th«  preridmb  wmild  rantuie  Ut 
ttotbiA-"  Colomiui,  UfftuI  Criitendei),  I,  p.  ITtl.  WinMdtionttwntM  to 
<'nUead«D,  Apnl  3,  1313:  "  KtmuvaJB  and  putting  ta  Rlatives  kikI  oor- 
nipt  baeki  are  tlie  onler  of  the  diiy."    Iliid.,  I,  p.  202. 

■"Uiifrj^lcr'eJ  TOceDboowM  intbe  particular  aliore  aUnd«d  to — Uiii 
tttattmiatixal  application  of  oil  tlii' cn^'jicry  oE  official  power  at  hiaoom- 
maad  toward  the  futile  obcurdity  of  hii  hope  for  a  deraocmtic  eoruiul- 
.  Hon — tJii«  uittn^tiidoiu  Wiilm^w  with  whicli  the  tmileii  and  more  Bobstaatui 
bvonoCofliucarenotoulygmnt^d,  but  tendered  toaoj-democntof  deocDt 
.  fuiy  Btaodiau,  who  am  bo  fuuud  wUlia^  to  coataDuaatc  hunsolE  with  the 
lluhian  of  lucii  political  pcottitutioa — this  wboltaalR  and  raUUI 
ity  of  p«t»Dag«,  not  only  tMxtowtd  ut  the  central  depot  in  Uie  biKher 
btibea  for  cont:reaaioiial  support  and  deration,  but  peddled 
33 
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The  wbig&.  oil  tlie  other  hnnil,  did  not  manifest  tlie  IcmsA 
depression  of  spirits  liecauec  they  were  robbc?d  of  tlie  offitHs. 
The  aiiiaiosity  uf  t]io*«  who  had  been  eipelled  from  oflSce 
WHS,  in  this  ca»e,  proba1)I,v  u  Htill  (tb»j-per  spur  than  the  desire 
to  maintain  poBsession  would  have  been.  And  imporlant 
ae  the  qiit-stion  of  the  s[>cili*  was,  the  decision  did  not  de- 
pontl  upon  it.  The  wbiga  expt-clvd  tJiu  decision  from  rery 
different  forew,  and  thej  were  not  wrong  in  Uiinking  tbnt 
they  had  a  better  prosjiect  of  6ucce)^i•  than  their  oppunents. 
Above  all,  they  had  a  f^rwit  advantage  in  being  entirely 
united  in  respect  to  the  person  of  their  candidate.  In  Ma». 
Bachnsett*  and  New  Ilampahire,  indeed,  an  agitation  id  favor 

■found  the  counti?  wbenvvr  a  little  TiUogo  poatmulet  can  be  fonod  nv 
pect*d  of  Iwina  mifipidOQ*  M  t«  tliR  wal  awl  niniMily  of  fail  nttachtnmt 
to  the  ndminigtrotaon — iH  this,  we  tay.  lollowirig  w  cl4«ely  u  it  did  m 
ttie  )ie(^la  cf  Mr.  Idler's  ovni  Tcooat  profenioiu  on  tfaese  tot  identicit 
points  of  politiual  ijhnciplc,  not  only  noaMiirily  inHpiioi  lit  vitii  an  ntbr 
disgust  for  bit  prcteat  ctmnti;  uf  adniinUtii^tion.  iuid  distrust  for  onjiding 
that  can  come  out  of  it  within  the  pen'od  for  which  tho  fnuntjy  bad  yet  to 
tolerat«  it|  bat  bIm,  tv-Q«otinfr  hiu-k  upon  thn  piut  thi*  li^ht  of  iti  illailn- 
tion  of  the  politicnl  cbftnurtor  of  thij  mnn  who  could  be  capable  of  rt«  ox- 
hihits  him  in  tin  lujiout  which  oomp«U  uB  to  immt  to  the  juitios  of  &» 
\f^t  finttcrinK  of  tJiV  portc^U  rei.-t-ntly  diuwn  of  him  by  all  the  oratcn 
and  eilitor?  of  his  own  quondam  lutity.  .  .  .  Itie  cflebrnted  inpeacfa- 
mcnt  funw  of  Botta  was  only  lidicoloue;  but  ire  do  conftn  that  if  ricIi  a 
punixhnmit  for  presidential  maJfeaJiaiica  were  piacticable,  we  thoold  nu'oio* 
ta  MO  it  applied,  in  the  pi^eent  casi>,  for  thu  rice-piesidieDt's  ontrngMOt 
nbuoe  and  uiisuBQ  of  tlio  patronugt;  ponct  of  his  office.  .  .  .  Abandon 
tliiii  worae  thaji  idlo  ntt^mpt  to  Uribe  our  faTOr,"  "The  Democratic  Re- 
view." July,  IMS,  pp.  98,  99.  There  waa,  howewr.no  lack  of  joiinalc 
whicli  urgwA  IVIcr  on,  mtb  tho  hopo  that  he  mig'ht  still  win  the  tavor  of 
the  di.'niucTAlfi  if  he  would  eurreadei  the  whole  plunder  to  theu.  IIidk, 
for  instance,  Uie  "  Aiuedcan  Scntinol "  $ajt  in  tli«  sumni«r  o(  1SH8;  "  It 
IB  a  duty  which  PrraidcntTylfr  owoa  to  binutelf,  to  bis  friend*,  to  tlie  dco- 
ooatic  piuiy,  and  to  the  country  at  large,  thorouj^ily  to  iemotxatiam 
bu  adtninstrntion  —  to  remove  froia  ofBoot  without  bontatioa,  all  wcRt 
aoetnie*  and  lukenarm  friends,  and  to  QU  their  places  with  nCB  bom  tM 
deuuwratic  lanka."    Nil«»,  LXIV,  p.  3L&. 
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^■"ebslcr,'  wliii  Lad  resigned  the  niecretaryship  of  state  on 
Une  Stii  of  May,  1843,  was  tried.  But  it  wns  50  evident  tlint 
be  would  coniplettil^'nodennine'liia  pogitioii  with  tlie  wlii'gs, 
if  he  insiste<l  on  Kin  Iiopeles?  candidacv,  that,  from  the  first, 

jthe  (jiif^limi  was  wmply  when  he  would  formnlly  rononnce 
il  111  favor  of  Clay.  From  the  liinu  of  irarri^inn's  death^  It 
WA8  as  good  &£  certain,  that  Clny  would  be  thc"bnnner- 
liearer"  of  the  whigg  in  the  next  electoral  campaign.  His 
nMigiuitioii  as  senator  (16th  of  February  or  Slst  of  March, 
1S43)  was  considered  by  Adntne  as  a  preparation  for  official 

l^eandidncy,*  and,  indeed,  tins  wa.*;  not  delaye*!  more  than  a 
few  weelcK.     North  Carylina  nominated  him  oil  tbe  4th  of 

^April,  and  in  the  following  months,  Geor^a,  Maine  and 
Maryland  followed  the  example.*  Animosity  at  seeing  the 
fruile  of  the  victory  of  1840  lost,  and  tht>  poongtiition  of  the 
greitt  mi(;take  whic^h  hiul  then  heen  made,  produced  an  ener- 
getic atimmoning  of  all  forces,  while  tlie  fact  that,  epite  of 
this  luiHlake,  a  brilliant  victory  was  then  won,  eeenied  to 
jnstify  the  hope  of  a  still  more  brilliant  victory  now  that 
iIm  rigltt  man  had  been  placed  at  the  head.  Clay  himeelf 
was  entirely  confident."  His  sanguine  teniDerament,  indeed, 
made  liiin  one  of  the  worst  prophets  of  the  country  in  snch 
things,  jnst  as  immediately  before  liie  defeat  he  thought  that 
tlio  prize  wae  as  snrely  his  as  if  he  had  it  In  hi!)  pocket* 
Bnt  Webdior,  In  May,  1844,  had  declared  undeceiving  to  be 


'NilM,LXIV.p.236. 

■AdtiDRBltHbiitcd  it  to  tho  tntrifniM  of  Webeber  Uiat  tiiadnncNxati 
obtuncd  the  prepondcmnee  in  MflMochuaMta.     Hem.  of  J.  Q.  AiLubj, 

XT,  p.  831. 
•Mm.  of  J.  Q.  Adami.  p.  103. 
•Nile*,  LXII.  pp.  112. 117.  259, 3M,  -MB. 
*  Kut^  17, 1»14,  Piir.  Oott««p.  of  Henry  day,  pp.  48S,  4B1 
""    ■    •    .    if  1  ara  to  credit  \ht  owiliilent  anunuiOM  which  I  reoeJTC 
I  an qoarten,  tfant  iinodoabtof  atiinmpliiint  result."   Oci.d$,  I&44. 
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tety  iioorljr  impo&alble,'  mod  the  whole  pwiy  was,  this  time, 
to  the  la»t,  ID  bi^h  e])irit&,  and  rejoiced  over  the  anticipated 
victory. 

Tlie  aaiiie  could  not  be  duid,  at  least  during  the  first  atngei 
of  the  electoral  campaijfD,  of  the  democrats.    Tyler  cnt  & 
ridiculoos  iigitrc  wlieu  he  took  the  field  himself,  with  his 
littlu  budy  of  ft-derul   uQIcIaJs;  but  thu  stuall  crond   that 
would  follow  him  had  to  be  talccn  lit  grcatnst  part  from  tlie 
demucrats,  aad  might  very  readily  be  gutlicieut  to  decide  the 
isiiue.     Ajid  Tyler  was  not  a  maa  who  could  be  catsily  eon- 
vluoed  of  tlio  folly  of  his  hopea.    His  orgsH*  the  AurvrOy 
formally  set  him  up  as  a  candidate  at  the  hcginningof  Jnly, 
1843.'     The  Madtsonuin^  whicl)  waa  neart-st  to  tlie  Whito 
Ilonse,  then  indeed  declared,  on  the  6th  of  Jannary^  1844; 
**We  maiutahi  an  arttied  neutrality  between  Mr.  Clay  anil 
Ur.  Van  Buren.***    But  this  wsa  not  at  all  intended  to  pnv 
cUlm  that  tlie  president  had  taker)  leave  of  hi?  sweet  drcfuiu. 
He,  Dov,  as  well  as  previoui>ly,  listened  gn«dily  to  the 
atvries  he  wag  told  of  the  might  with  which  the  masses  hud 
riasD  np  Ear  bim.*     And  when  a  national  cooventioa  at 
Baltimore — the  sorriest  meeting  of  this  name  in  the  his- 
tory of  tho  United  States  —  Dominated  him  on  the  STlli  ti 
M&y,  he  willingly  accepted  tlte  candidacy.' 

Tet  tlie  hope  that  l^ler  would  come  to  bis  seuses  aHite- 
■what,  before  It  was  too  late,  was  not  gii-en  np.    The  diri^oo* 

' "  Ai  I  ham  nld.  we  cas  cl«ct  both  oor  — Hktitn  II  ■  boI  a  lb 
illMi  Qt  TMoUUlitM.  bM^  ia  tl»l  of  MM*ank.tbBt  tfaeTwb 
bMlM."   Eiie«d)afHarl0.atF«uwlHalL    KDet.  LXTI,  pu  SM. 

•Nil■■,LX[T.^Sl<. 

■Ihid..LXV.p.328. 

*Tiut.tfao.taneomiif^tiag  ol  lbs  immm  whkfc.  it  «m  alkpd,lb*< 
dawn  CTwgthbg  tbaS  <pp<wtd  itswcUaach  imoitiUa  Aasa,  awied  Id* 
paitiM  a  iaag  tia»  as  &  grrai  t^tfoS  tor  1^  euedm  ti  ttcar  faana- 
A  1>l«r  VMS  casMiBC  ^  tU*  tdad  vbA.  ft  <a  Hi<  «eMMtsd  of  Ot  «■ 
maa  wfao  nlM  it,  ittwwJ  *  ^rdti  aJriaity. 


VAN    BL'JUUi  S  CANDIUAXJT. 


517 


[vliiuti  otberwisc  prevailed  in  the  party  in  relation  to  Uie 
^DSfitioa  of  puraoos,  caused  gt-enter  alarm.  It  e«cmod  nt  firat 
^u  iE  iha  &am&  uuanimity  would  ubiaiii  atnong  tbc  domocrato 
OS  among  the  viUigi.  Aiid  jet  tlic-y  ueilltei'  hod  a  personage 
who  even  approximately  occupied  among  tliem  a  po^tJoa 
like  tliat  ot  Clay  among;  tbc  former;  aor  tiad  tlie  muiiHitw  or 
tbo  leaders,  from  tlie  first,  decided  upon  a  defioltu  man.  Only 
tliQ  douiiiuuit  portion  of  iLo  party  liad  acted,  trom  tbe  be. 
ginniiijf,  aa  if  it  w«re  &elf  cviduiit  tliat  lie  vraa  tltu  caudidate 
[^wbo,  as  tliey  alleged,  liad  been  deprived  in  1840,  by  diiiict 
tid  indirect  iutnguo,  o£  election.  TLi4  woi  to  be  considvivd 
self-evident,  because  Uiis  »atiafaction  waa  doe  to  Tan  Bnrea 
persooaltj — a  claim  wliicli  evidently  could  not  £tand  tlie 
least  oridcism.  At  £r5t  glance,  it  muec  have  seemed  very 
moob  of  a  question  whether  tbe  paity — lca%'ing  his  wortli 
or  worthlessuoflg  us  a  stntognmn,  and  liia  chai'aatur,  entirely 
out  of  consideration — \vonld  iw  served  hy  lii&  caiiJidacj. 
Defeated  cAndidiUes  ha<l  been  put  forward  a  second  time  by 
t>oth  |Airtied>and  bad  come  o£E  victoriouii  tbe  second  time; 
but  never  before  liad  t\m  been  attempted  in  the  case  of  a 
prosidentinl  candidate.  The  higher  the  weight  of  patronago 
wiw  estimated,  the  more  pertiueut  was  the  question,  whether 
a  man  coiild  regain  supremacy  who,  when  in  the  poescesion 
of  power,  did  not  known  how  to  maintain  it.  IToreover  it 
cntild  not !»  ignored  that  a  certain  feeling  of  the  jxjople  waa 
op)xjged  Ui  seeing  ex-pr&^idents  appear  again  on  the  stage  of 
ORtioniU  politics.  Those  two  elements  were  perfectly  snffi. 
oienttocnttse  this  confident  "eclf-evidcnt"  not  to  bo  accepted 
without  any  more  ado,  the  moiiK-nt  the  people  began  to 
think  of  a  real  resolre.  In  Vau  Enron's  own  state,  a  ]>ortion 
of  the  party  pointed  with  caustic  incisivcncss  to  the  fact  that 

Ibis  importance  was  not  based  on  his  ondowmenti  and  merits 
is  a  statesman,  bat  that  it  was  altogether  artitieial,'  and  Uiat 

'  "Saenfa  in  your  minds  for  all  you  know  iiliout  him  [Tan  Buna],  uid 
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bis  candidocv  meant  the  &iibini!i.sion  to  the  people  of  chi* 
qnestion,  whether  they  desired  tu  call  the  [inck  which  Hwy 
had  di&iniss<e<]  the  semce  with  aucli  deep  and  just  loAthiiijc 
in  1340,  lincic  to  mle.*  ThU  was  nil  ko  true,  and  wu  »• 
aDirer»aIly  recognized  as  true,  and  felt  lo  be  Une,  that 
there  would  have  been  no  need  whatever  of  a  seriom  light 
againat  Van  Boren*s  candidacy',  if  the  \>a.riy  Irnd  had  anr 
leader  at  all.  It  mattered  uot  whom  they  might  chooHt 
to  be  their  candidate,   !□  one  part  of  the  Union   or  an- 


7011  shall  ^nd  you  l:now  whutcffice*  he  has  held,  and  Ui^  yoa  donol  vnv 
well  know  how  he  came  t*  be  selected  for  ibfloi.  He  ha*  iwvpx  dealt «IUi 
jna  dirxtly,  but  olwgjs  at  onBicmcnc.  always,  m  it  wciv.  at  BCOond-liaBd. 
Ho  hu  not  (tood  out,  a  mui  of  freo  ipeecii  and  ociian.  in  bold  rdicf.  tik* 
Mr.  Colhonn,  hefon;  tlic  [M'oplu,  but  he  has  (cnctiMd  apart  wilb  their  arr 
Toota.  By  those  the  pwple  tnuted  he  had  tiwa  tnubnl,  but  noi  bj  tbeat. 
Ho  ia  a  man  of  colciiktioii,  and  one  who  uialces  do  inistakw,  aihI  Ui 
ttnngUi  lies  in  hl>  knovlcd^  of  every  pivot  and  pinion  of  iba  potilkat 
system.  Sach  ksovlctlp!  in  politic*!  life  ii  (<ttiinenUy  r^uabU  and  oMfal, 
and  the  nian  who  had  a  genitx  for  uoriuiriDg  it  and  lunung  it  iuta  accOuirt 
beoame  indiapenjable  in  pabliG  bodiRa.  Not  fn  political  dabiand  ovaimit' 
taea  and  couveutioua  only,  bat  also  in  levialalure*  awl  cabinet  oouacila,  and 
to  all  in  turn  he  did  good  wrviee,  and  from  all  be  eoUeoted  hii  w^at  li 
adfaaoemeat.  Uot  he  hoe  ao  penuial  populanty;  bo  Rtrer  bad  nayt  uJ 
tLu  diilihaate  appiobodoii,  half  neipUive,  that  we  bealow  on  hit  paUie 
daraer,  uattuugoB  difietvnt  fcoio  the  genial  feuhngn  of  fri^odihip  wftli 
which  nun  ■pi;ak  of  Jacloos  or  Oklboun,  aa  a  flCdiEcatu  vt  good  cb«r»(trt 
is  diSerrat  from  a  conltal  embrace."  AddresRof  the  comiuitue  apjrain:fii 
by  n  inrtotiog  of  democratic  votcra  of  the  aty  of  Now  York,  held  is  Uf 
Park.  -lUi  of  &pt,  IMS.    NUci,  LXV,  p.  ii. 

' "  He  [Von  Buien]  oomen  not  alone,  bnt  aa  tha  cfaiaf  of  a  basd,  wfarti 
the  Goimtty  bad  devooUy  bopei  was  dtspenod,  never  to  Im  collMtel  acain 
He  coma  aa  the  repceMmtJitivi)  of  Ibe  tame  old  ooirupl  and  comqrtiag  tf 

tfiia  fli  party  Uictica,  followed  by  the  nine  iwann  of  sRcdy  tpoUuiita,  "^ 
thdr  ai>pel«te  for  pluodcx  aburpened  by  the  few  yean'  abstioenoe  they  haw 
b«en  farced,  througfa  the  remaias  of  the  ongtaat  virtuu  and  pfttnotum  of 
the  couatiyi  to  pnictios.  Gratify  but  wtahei,  nMtore  him  to  tlK  placv  ht* 
peiaonaUy  aolicitaDir,  uid  we  loee  all  Uiat  vAi  good  in  Uia  delaat  at  tia 
rrpublicuu  party  in  IMO,  and  rohtin  all  the  oviL"  Brownaoa'e  Kunc- 
Jul.,  itm,  p.  »S. 
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utiier,  bie  name  would  be  a  word  without  meamog.  And 
thiB  was  tlie  luosl  favorable  cai^e.  Under  nil  circiimstanct^i, 
pnrty  diseiptiiie  had  a  guud  half  of  tlia  work  to  do,  and  for 
the  one  who  was  really  among  the  great  mon  of  the  nation 
it  would  have  had  to  be  atrotchod  oven  to  the  point  of  broak- 
ing.  Vail  Bureu  aloue  bad  evecjwhcw  a  powerful  follow- 
ing— even  if  tJiift  wero  due  to  urtilicial  cauee«  —  and  urns 
therefore,  in  a  certain  settee,  without  rivals.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  was  no  lack  of  men  who  had  a  greater  reserve 
force  than  ho  in  cue  section  of  the  country  or  at  k-mt  in  one 
state,  and  who  thought  tlietn&olve^  Strang  enough  to  put 
their  fortune  to  the  test.  The  toumameut  of  tho  un-tional 
partioa  was  preceded  by  a  J4U  <U  roi^  iu  the  democratic 
«*mp,  in  which  tUo  "  littlo  magician  "  was  close  pressed  by 
four  rivals  at  once. 

The  two  opponents  from  whom  Van  Biiren  had  least  to 
fear  roinniaod  longest  iu  tlio  lists.  Hidiard  M.  Jobngon,  of 
Kentucky,  who  bad  formerly  been  rjoe-preiideiit,  was  a  third 
clius  pcreonagc.  Were  it  not  tlmt  he  Lad  distinguished 
himself  in  tJie  "battle"  on  the  Thames,  and — as  he  claimed 
him»elf  nt  least — slain  the  diicf,  Tccumseb,  with  his  own 
liand,  be  would  ecaroely  have  confiidercd  himself  jtiKtilied  in 
permitting  his  ambition  to  aim  so  hi^.  General  Levria 
Cass,  whom  indignation  at  the  treaty  of  Waehiugton  liad 
driven  to  the  reeipnation  of  his  ambassiidorflhip,  was  no 
ttatesman,  but  a  man  of  DOmc  talent^  and  of  about  as  much 
eharacter  as  conld  be  expected  from  a  northern  democratio 

>litician  of  the  genniue  stamp,  who,  with  the  help  of  the 

ivocraoy,  endeavored  to  rcacli  the  \Vliitc  Tloiiae.  Ue  had 
been  eighteen  yiams  governor  of  the  territory  of  Michigan, 
and  secretan.-  of  war  under  Jackeon.  Tlie  regard  in  which 
was  held  by  the  party  was  great  enough  to  permit  him  to 

>po  that  he  would  eooner  or  later  become  their  chosen  one. 

it  presumably,  his  time  had  not  3'et  com&    Aa  he  bad 
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nevoT  been  a  momber  of  oongresd^  and  it  waa  impoMji 
evt'n  for  the  pens  of  Americnn  jotimiOiaU  to  sn-ell  hie  merit* 
in  tlie  war  of  1813  into  Uic  dimcosiuo^  of  tliog«  of  tbs  career 
of  a  great  inarHlial,  tJiero  was  need  of  Bome  time  to  tnnlcc 
him  appear  a  real  national,  iostead  of  a  more  speciticall/ 
iiorthwestcrti,  maguotc.    For  the  preeeDt,  the  most  imjiort- 
aDt  meaning  of  luscandidacj  consisted  probably  in  this,  tJut 
tlio  northwest  gsivo  it  to  bo  un^lerstood,  in  this  formal  iiuin- 
□er,  t)iRt  it  was  high  time  to  take  tlto  president  from  thai 
part  of  the  conntry.    Jntnes  llnchAiian,  the  third  ciuididate. 
\ras  a  diiQ,^eroiis  nval,  fur  the  reason  more  particulnrljr  that 
he  was  the  favorite  son  of  the  *tato  of  Penn^j-lvftnia*  wh«B 
voice  'wae  so  weighty  in  uatiuntd  affaire.    Yet  his  persoaal 
qunlititid  gave  occasion  to  fear  bim  more  tbua  JohuEon  atxl 
Ca5&.     lie  was  juat  as  little  of  a  slatcemaa  as  these,  bat  he 
was  an  mtirely  equal  rival  of  Van  Bureo  in  hie  own  Tcry  ]» 
culiar  epli«re;  a  politician  as  eljr,6n)ooth,  weak  and  emptrat 
can  well  he  imngincd;  in  high-sounding  phrases  nlwnjji  mifc- 
ioga  show  of  great  moral  courage  wh(?«i  there  wa?  noiicvdof 
it;  an  entirely  reliable  party  man,  imle^  ho  was  obliged  to 
separate  hini^lC  from  the  party  in  order  not  to  undermine  HU 
position  in  Pennsylvania;  moving  over  the  surface  of  every 
qneetion  with  a  fluent  and  ready  tottf;iie;  a  master  in  the  art 
of  ao  armnging  words  thitt  ho  might  not  ho  andcratood  by 
any  party,  when  he  wished  not  to  bo  imdoratood;  great  in 
the  u&e  of  all  emnll  moans,  but  too  wise  to  eogaga  eaaily  ia 
dangerous  intriguoe,  or  to  undcrc«timate  the  value  «f  tlie 
bearing  of  the  man  of  honor;  closely  obaernug  tho  emailcet 
variations  in  the  political  atmosphere,  but  inaenitiblu  to  tho 
great  cnrrcnta  of  the  time;  entirely  clear  only  on  one  point 
—  that  the  slavocraoy  waa  the  atar  which  guided  tho  conrse 
to  theAVliite  llouee;  hungry  for r^rd,  influence  and  honor, 
bnt  too  diminutive  in  intellect  and  character  to  foal  tlie  glow 
of  tnie  ambition;  a  man  made,  ao  to  epeak,  to  be  noiLbor 
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STcd  nor  boted,  eitecmcd  nor  ddspised,  slighted  nor  ad- 
'wired,  iittcudcd  to  plaj  aa  itjflucnliu!  i)art  in  tLe  agitotioD  of 
parlies,  ntid  bj"  histoiT  to  bo  sileutly  uumbered  with  tHo 
dead,  Ikkruso  in  all  tua  doings  tlicre  waft  not  a  «inglo  de«d;  a 
mnn  to  vlioni  fate  could  do  nothing  worse  than  place  him  at 
the  bclm  ic  an  eventful  period. 

Tan  Bnifn'a  jtartieana,  however,  did  not  andereatiinate 
Buchaiian'a  prudoaeo  when  tiic^-  hopud  that  he  would  como 
to  a  timt'ly  recognition  of  tlio  fact  tliat  neither  iuid  hia  time 
come  ye\,  Ai  far  as  could  no^'  be  tctin,  no  renlly  prions  dan- 
ger ihrenteiied — not  Van  Buren  alone  bat  th«  party  aUo^ 
to  grow  out  of  any  candidacy  but  the  fonrth.  Calhoun  otill 
beliovod  Iw  Niw  one  poeeibility  more  of  being  able,  at  laet, 
lo  gras]!  the  prixc  eo  long  and  60  ardently  coveted.  It  can 
scarcely  be  claimed  that  the  possibility  existed  even  for  a 
single  moment.  Bot  if  he  pei^ge%'ered  in  that  faith,  adivlMon 
was  unavoidable,  aiidnny  diirisionmadedefeatcertain.  And 
both  be  and  hia  adhcrunta  seemed  to  be  Srmty  resolved  not 
to  It'at^a  tho  tluld,  whatevermi-^ht  Iju the ^tisequcnces.  Tlie 
controversy  lieiwt-en  the  two  divisions  was  carried  on  for  a 
long  ciitic  with  such  bitternesH  and  acrinmny  that  the  fight 
igaiiiat  tlie  wbigs  Fell  entirely  into  thebiu'k-groiiud.  South 
Carolina  came  furwiird  tliia  time  for  Its  greatcfiC  aoii,  mtli 
all  the  inconsiderateenergy  with  which  itwaa  wont  to  develop 
in  all  highly  critical  monteiits,  and  in  manyother states  also, 
it  made  itself  decidedly  felt,  tlmt  none  of  the  other  competi- 
tors for  the  presidency  caioc  up  even  approximately  to  Oal- 
lionn  in  fame,  intellect,  character  or  will. 

Precisely  in  New  York,  where  Van  Btirea  mnst  have  been 
best  known,  the  Calhounltendevelojied  great  Btrongth.  Tlie 
lower  atmta  of  the  population  of  the  city,  especially  the 
Irmh,  fnmished  the  principal  contingent  here.*    The  younger 

*To  tl«t  "  Chwlerton  Mowjiy,"  on  tie  IBth  o(  Jumi.  1843,  wu  writtea 
.Kav  Knki    "McsriroU  tb«  mora  abls  and  •ntfamiaatic  demooada 
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men  wiiuted  a  person  for  vrhom  tliey  could  theiii6«ilvefl  fed 
wmc  CDtliusiafiiii,  >\ml  this  tbe  trim  lilllo  itiaa  vritli  Uio  ooul, 
roeervod  smile  could  tiot  e.Teite;  And  with  tlid  Irisli,  CAlhooti'* 
pedigrM  wM  QDqaCfitioiiablj  of  great  weigbt.  Tbe  largest 
group  amuog  tb«  CHtbolic^  who,  kcoording  to  HamilbA'a 
feUteiiieat,  had  been  CArriL-d  eu  bkUif  ullj*  in  corpora  bjr  Van 
Barcii  into  tho  political  caiap  of  tlie  deraocracj,  dov  toroed 
airaj  fruui  biiu.  The  durg^v  luul  uotliiu);  to  do  witli  thii, 
^ut  otiIt  was  the  qucdtion  vl  peruiia  indiffercnC  to  tfaeSf 
but  at  first  tboy  bad  takco  no  portion  wbale^iiriu  ]>artj  pep- 
tics, aud  to  tbe  extent  that  thi^y  had  done  m  in  mu«t  recent 
yean,  tlicy  did  it  not  of  Uii^ir  own  iuiti&UTet  but  in  bolf-de- 
feDM!.*  T^iia  wbigs  droTe  tbe  Catbolics  as  Catbulios,  iolo  the 
nuaks  of  their  oppononts.  Tliv  whigs  niv  not  praciialjr 
tdentiSed  with  tlie  native  Aiaericaos,'  but  theses  bad  piv- 
eecded  Ctdqi  th«  whigs,'  and  tbejr  now,  a£  well  as  prBrioasI^Tr 


k 


reoDff  <MBi ttw  gnat  bodr  of  (be  InBh  popoktioai  aiidtht  moti\ 
wUk  dinner  of  owfaaouE.  I  think  I  nuj  m.s:  m  wano  and 
■Mia*  &itt^  of  tb*  efaam|>MB  of  Em  tcwk."    MilBi,  LXI¥,  ^  Sl«. 

'  "Ami  mjaM  IB  aarincUuLliM  ■Ins  sartj  iaaBwiQjnshilAiaitto 
iamgaenV  Too  kwnr  that  1  ka»  been  ao  mm  tbaa  jM  ta  thoK.  AB 
iBotitacklvoinnnarbMdi  lir  that  jiHlkEB?  .  .  .  riunOMnt 
rf  tlM  rtala  to  Itaa  «tb«,  tb«  en^lnt  nap  that  J&faop  Hoffav  i^ 
Htck»phawMeitritfc«OrtiMlM«i^ainrtM.  Ikao«tbi>tob«wtm 
tetany  BBtiuK.  Wba  eocndtaUMHnrT  Wh*  fiaiTOv*  tha  iu\j«l<taavif 
Oalhtooaltac.  4>v»aot  hav  <<  tbo  orjfunatMw  o<  a  paftragau^ 
<>lhobc«.a»d  lhiifal»<faaagiBiktbeiitiacaljiiofU.  Isaot'ia*- 
■onptMBOf  bumsruAfc*  opa^  an)w«d  ai  tbt  peber  o(  th«  whiir  padf  r 
W.  U.  Snac4  W  B.  &,  ftq^  Xe«  To^i  Alhaar.  No*-  1^  U« 
8««afd^  W«fa,  III,  ^  SaBL 

■  Am,  fer  imtaDca.  tba  aalm  Aianana  iffMRid  a  Hb  itihi  ifaii«> 
alKgw  y»fciB  KrmiMhw;  ISC,  m  ■■  iailiyiiiiwi  iiiw^i.  aad  CMt  &* 
ntau    NOm.  LIT.  p.  lez. 

>Wa  ma;  GV  l^M- ^Xlxnsh  thatnteEMnal  haiMiw  to  Iha  fcmali* 

fiC  tW  lArtr  ^  ^'4   **  ^**   ^"'V   i^**   ■■  *^   ioUfVaiff  IBB8M9:     11» 

ipwmntio  F«tj  tra^a  (tf  aa  ekdiOB  Artnck  anr  FUadtiphaa  «liMft  « 

LltlLilTi"   "t*" •-'-^' — ^-j-^«-^     ITBlBlfid » 

hl«;«Mad  with  ba  «Up  aad  teiM  It* 
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were  reci'iiiteil  prcpoiKlfmntly  from  tlie  wliigs.'  Tliat  euch 
s  |iarty  of  nativieu  h&d  heen  formed,  and  a»^umed  a  par- 
ticularly severe  atlittide  tDwiu'dg  tlie  Calliolic  immigraiita, 
was  nol  only  very  intelligllile,  but  certainly  excusable.  The 
(nrination  of  the  oativUt  part}'  had  bc-<^iiu  in  tlie  preceding 
ds^ade,  tbat  le,  at  the  time  whou  immigration,  espeoially  from 
Iwland,  began  to  aseiimc  very  large  dimetieioiiB,  and  when 
everything  pointed  to  the  fitct  that  the  deln<>c  was  only  com- 
ing-.' Much  experience  was  smm  iK'ijtiirod  showing  how  easily 
aiid  tohowgreatanextentitwoepossiblo  to  misuse  the  immi. 


tlocUoQ  in  tbrit  fitror.  TbiM  W  to  natiriit  luaifBitittaoiw.  wltich  caused 
lamalU  by  Iko  Intti  in  Eeiiniiii/toii.  See  Uie  iipredio£  Dixcn,  uf  Con- 
ntcUcut,  in  tlie  bouse  of  repteMiitatiTce,  Deoember  30^  1S16.  Coagr. 
Globe.  2Dth  Congr..  Ut  Seas.,  p.  IIC. 

* "  But  yaii  will  my  tJi^it  a  portion  ut  tli'!  nulunilirad  citkeoE  vrlio  bad 
htTclofnre  beloaccd  to  tku  wbiff  purty,  uow  rotcd  for  our  op|K)nfMili. 
Unuit«d;  and  for  what  reaitori  <lid  they  m  vut«?  B«cntu«  in  an  QlectJon 
cxiiled  bejoad  any  crur  known,  tJicy  vrcn  iadoocd  to  belioTa  that  tli« 
tlliticnUily  *o  often,  ant]  I  ^ra  obliged  to  lajr  ao  nffiicnillj,  «xpra»nd  bjr  Qub 
wfai^  wn*  a  [inndftlG  uf  Ihn  whi^  )urtj-,  and  that  in  Mr.  Tan  Btuca'i 
defeat  tbvy  ibmld  Icno  a  iiiul*;clori  ia  Ooienil  Iliu-moo'i  eledJon,  tliej 
voold  find  a  |N»ecaboir.  on  oppretsor.  Rciu<>mber  wbat  taiiuti,  injurtet, 
inooUit  tittf  hara  Hiifeccd,  and  retloct  whctbex  tlioy  miut  oot  uece«Mhlj 
be  jealous  and  uupicioiis.  .  .  .  ftem«ml>er  tiu>  pvrresceiiexa  of  our 
fricsdf  On  that  sattl^ct.  £rca  ia  youT  IHUr  now  befon^  me,  you  quote  ui 
«faKrTation  of  Geiu-ra]  Hamiait.  '  I1ie  jKujile '  (not  aa  you  iiiiro  quoted  it 
'AaKricatM ')  ntutt  do  tbeir  ovn  voting  aa  woU  u  figbting,  a*  eiptvMing 
bat  dctemiinatioB  to  depiiTfi  adopted  ciUxann  of  tlu^r  dril  rifrbt*.    .    .    , 

But  if  I  wfir.  to  naj  vith  whom  lia>  the  fault  of  iTiMbineu  irotiug  iu  man 
a^^untit  Ut9  candidate*  oE  tbe  ythig  party,  I  ehvold  say  tbul  tho  fault  vai 
■Willi  my  counlniiHMi."    W.  H.  Seward  to  B.  Jj.,  Esq..  Novembet  12,  l&*a 

twardt  Wortu.  Ill,  pp.  »86,  3S7. 

t  *  "Tlie  Dumlier  of  pamGngora  of  {orcign  birUi  Ituidod  in  the  linrbon  at 
Uoited  StatM  was,  bom  September  ;».  1819.  to  S<!pteuibtt  80,  IS^ 
li.froiD  the  Ist  of  October,  UVi,  to  the  81st  of  Doceniber,  ISSBl 
K.Xi\:  from  tbe  Ittof  Jaoaaiy,  ItMO.  to  the  SOtbof  September,  ISM^ 

t^,337.  Of  tbe  r.SS.SSl  dunog  tb«  decade  1639-1SS9,  SS3.m  wn 
bom  Qntt.  Britain  and  Iivlaod."  Kiiapp,  [lumigmtioD  atid  tb«  Commit 
I  o(  EmignUion,  pp.  2JS,  'OO. 
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gnnte  for  party  pnrpuseB,  at>d  everj^htog  conipired  to  caom 
tiie  CatWlics  tu  be  looked  upon  more  tbMi  others  with  aUnu 
and  mieitruciL  The  n(*-|>opery  trailitiocu)  lobtrited  from  Ebfr 
land  liiul  nut  yet  tvst  tlieir  power  «ntirel}-,  tbc  Irish  vrera  i 
a  very  low  titu^  of  culture,  and  theUUtorfof  th»i 
ehureh  ebowed  how  disposed  and  skillful  the  dergj 
powesBthonifiolves  vf  political  enpremiusy.  Bat  the  eAortto 
deprive  tlie  iminigranta,and  espwiiillr  llie Catholic*, of  their 
poUticid  rights  cotild  not  bo  jiulitiod,  find  the  whigs  wenv 
greatly  in  <>rror  when  they  nvr  an  element  of  strength  ifl| 
their  oouneotion  with  the  nativiats;  and  this  whether  they 
VBnt  hand  in  linnd  with  them  or  bronght  shoot  a  eoniplete 
hlendinr;  of  lli^m  with  tliem^lves.'  Tiie  proGcriptina  of  tbe 
Chitbolics  was  in  conflict  with  the  spirit  of  the  eoiutitntionji 
ud  the  political  di^fntrKhtEement  of  tjie  immigrant* 
Invooneilahle  with  thodevdopment  which  was  prescribeJI 
the  United  states  in  Oio  nioet  forcible  way  by  the  ncttmloon- 
dittod  ol  things.  The  eooDomic  interests  of  the  cDnntry  in-  • 
peralavdy  domaoded  the  promotion  to  the  ntmo^t  of  Euro-  j 
pean  immigratioDi  and  it  wonid  he  greatly  curtailed  in  roM^ 

'  '"nm  ta  a  RR«i  Imdra^  amoar  Vbe  irfaiitt  lo  anfacl  Um  ta^Hr  cf 
tb«  Riuim  Amfiriaui  partj.    WUlit  I  own  I  have  a  gnat  eytn|)»thy  ■wA 
that  pwtir,  I  do  not  {Hcoira  the  viadom,  at  pnaent,  otter  oi  tfas  wtif 
timoAmg  it,  or  bms  sbootted  b^  it  If  ciIIht  of  tbeae  aoMmjfemimw 
tofa^Tm,  D«r  aArcnaiwa  wwiU  dnigvtfaat  it  waalb*  wibbcM  fmlf. 
wilhaDiwaiiiie,(irwith  ancirflitido  ■dde4  to  ib  cned.    latke  ■«■ 
tlBie  Ibejr  woaM  leletu  all  the  tomg»  vota  vfakfa  ihty  lia«e  oaaalilitBi. 
■Bake  eoBslaBt  fmthv  aooMaotUi  noA  poAiye  recui  IhctenNlbMi  *Ib 
Iwiiii  jniMJthi  iHtiwi  ftMiiimniiintj     1  uidi«|ioMdlotk^lUtitl* 
tMst  for  rub  pai^,  tha  iriiig«  end  the  tuiifiMi  ta  ntaia  (Mr  rtagmtn^ 
oivannatviMAitiKfcfrinD  MdnoUHT.eiMttaeeMnM  Miefly  ndil*» 
ftt«etb«."    H.  Clq tt>  J.  J. CtfUwiJMi.  Saw. m,  1644)  rilwt,  Uk * 
CbHMHftta,  I,  p.  au. 

*Art.  VI.aHx3:   "Henl^iaMtatdiallemtMteqrindHaviiM^ 
eili«  «>  uqr  oOtae  or  foUia  tnrt  nte  ifae  Ua:te  1  State.'' 
It  ** OonveM ihell  aMki  DO  lawaquctiiv  ■!!  ii^eNeliiMii  iJ  : 
or  pnUbili^  the  baa  enra*  thenoC  " 
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tbe  attempt  wero  mndeto  make  the  imTnigrante,ni  bold  coii- 
lm«t  witb  the  fntidnmonlfll  chnmetcr  or  the  institutions  of 
the  country,  rcmaia  political  pariahs.  It  was  certninly  ex- 
ceedingly diffictilt  to  assimilate  such  a  mass  of  foreign  ele- 
mentB  very  difFcretit  from  one  another,  ^n'thout  any  political 
training-  and  from  monurchival  Etate^  in  wliich  the  principio 
of  gnardiauship  was  still  in  full  force,  in  a  short  spnw  of 
lime.  It  would  have  l>een  nnnatnpal  if  it  did  not  frequently 
happen,  that  a  feeling  raaile  up  of  bitterness  and  pain  at  the 
dark  sides,  which  conld  not  be  wanting  in  this  process  of  as- 
similation, overpowered  the  [mtriots.  Bnt  the  problem  bad 
to  be  fuilved  in  the  way  in  wbicli  it  has  been  nctiinlly  solved 
and  ifi  solved  erery  day. 
I  Tbe  Irish  preferred  Calhonn  to  Van  Buren,  but  llicy  did 
not  op[)ose  tlie  latter,  Aa  Catholics,  tliey  were  opposed  only 
to  the  whigs,'  Under  all  circumstanoce  they  bolonj^  to  the 
"r^nlitr-"'  democratic  candidate.  Hence,  violently  ns  the 
two  factions  in  New  York  waged  war  agninst  each  other,  the 
question  substantially  was  how  strong  the  Calhonnites  would 
be  iu  tlie  ftOQth.  They  still  hoped  to  gain  much  ground  there 
in  the  very  near  futorc.  For  this  reaHon,  they  asked  that 
tbo  national  convention  for  the  election  of  purty  cnndidotea 
raiglit  not  t«ko  place  till  the  sprJngof  1844,  while  Van  Bureaus 
ndlicrcnte  wished  to  eeo  it  fised  for  m  ciriy  a  date  ns  Novem- 

Ir,  1S43.  The  session  of  cong;res3  during  wbicli,  prosuro- 
fly,  every  one  would  have  to  show  hie  colors  in  reference  to 
I  kinds  of  important  qneetione,  vraa  to  meet  between  thooo 
'  "OwoppooenU,  by  pointiag  to  tbe  mtive  AtiwricaM  and  io  Mr.  Fie- 
Uogbayaen  [the  candidate  of  Mm  wbiga  for  Itie  viea-pBSddsncy),  drore  tha 
Umign  Catiiolica  from  gs  and  dof^atAl  us  in  this  etata  "  p7e«-  Yin'lc].  M. 
'  FiMmore  to  Mr.  Oay.  Not.  II.  1844;  Priv.  Coroap.  of  H.  Ciay.  p.  496. 
1b  Sllf.  1844,  it  cum*  to  a  dnernuefnl.  petty  war  bttwcea  th*  nntme  and 
Ike  Calholioi  ia  PcnnorlvaaiaL,  in  which  cumttluniblo  blood  was  ipilt,  wd 
tiie  tnocDdukijr's  lonb  plajed  a  proininent  part  See  NUoa,  LXVI,  p.  344; 
II.  p.  228.  «q. 
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two  dated,  aiid  the  Calhoiinites  were  of  the  oooviction  that 
many  of  the  "^'an  Buroa  people  would  not  be  al>Io  lo  provr 
their  oi-thodoKy.  Tho  prcatimption  was  woU  foandod.  On)  r 
t)i«  CHlhuniiitea  did  not  recognizo  tu  what  eittent  the  voti 
of  the  "iTgulnr  ticket"  had  already  IjGcome  iho  priDci 
article  in  the  creed  of  the  democratic  party.  Van  Bureiian 
his  political  kiiigoien  know  this  better,  and,  on  this  account, 
Anally  yielded  in  tliis  point,  only  to  insUt  alt  the  iDor«  ab- 
eoluiely  on  their  view  in  the  other  controverted  proviooi 
question.  The  Calhounite*  wanted  the  dcl^ates  to 
national  convention  elected  by  districts,  while  tlieir  op| 
nentft  would  hare  the  dectaion,  ta  to  tlie  mode  of  tlj«  doc- 
tiou,  left  to  tlie  eeparato  states.  Both  groupe  were  uatnrallr 
determined,  first  oE  all,  by  the  interest*  of  tbejr  reapcetive 
caudidateA.  But  the  controversy  had  al&o  a  g:eneral  t»i 
permaiieut  meaning.  Olher^t'ise  framed  the  question  vnu; 
Shall  tlie  national  conventions,  so  far  as  each  an  end  i^at  aII 
attainable,  give  expression  to  the  wishes  of  the  par^,oriball 
tliey,  as  far  aa  posaible,  be  only  an  inatnimcnt  in  the  luuul* 
of  jiolitical  "  log>rollers! "  It  in  patent  how  uasily  the  ma- 
jority of  tlie  dele^tea  might  represent  the  minority  of  tlie 
party  in  case  they  were  elected  by  states,  even  if  tlio  party, 
had  participated  in  the  election  of  dele^tea  as  actively  aa  in 
the  elections  proper.  But  if,  as  was  actually  the  cua,  lU 
participation  in  the  election  of  ddegatfts  was  very  amall  it 
cotild  canity  hiippen  tliat  the  national  convcntiona  might  rvp- 
rc^nt  only  a  little  pack  of  political  wiro^puUera.  The  poli- 
ticians of  New  York  Bhowed,  at  this  moment,  with  «bi 
blood-curdling  audacity  tliey  already  dared  to  pat  the  ''rol- 
ing  cattle  "  entirely  to  one  side, and  with  what  patriotic  idl— 
BacriScn  they  undertook  the  ungrateful  task  of  bi-inj;  A^ 
"  party  "  themBolvea,  and  tbemeetvea  alone.  Of  the  one  IkiB' 
drcd  and  twouty-cight  members  of  tlio  democratio  rtaU)  eo"- 
vention  at  Syracuse,  the  great  majority  were  either  seU-ona- 
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miBftionai  or  lii«i  received  tlieireommidsioD  from  no  one  knew 
whom.  And  yet  they  not  only  Mtablished  tlie  confession  of 
faith  of  tlie  party  iaanimtlioritattTe  miinner,  bat  thev  imme- 
diately nflmcd  even  the  dclegatee  to  the  national  convention.' 
rOne  wonUl  h»ve  thought  tliat  such  an  unheard  of  mockory 
'of  tbo  principle  on  which  democrncy  is  ^K^eed  would  have 
caii£«d  the  reaeoning of  the  Calhounite<i  to  get  a  hearing. 
Itut  ray  what  they  might,  they  spoke  in  vain.  The  great 
niajoriiy  of  the  pnrty  newspapers  favored  Van  Buren;' 
mid  yet  the  time  had  not  come  when  the  sotind  sense  and 
moral  indignation  of  the  people  opportnncly  broke  throngh 
the  tinea  of  party,  with  snch  force  that  even  the  all-powerful 
pnas  htul  to  bow  humbly  down.    The  Calhounites  were 

*1Vkr,  of  UisdtfOf  Kdw  Toric,  ■oJd  in  ttie  con««ntJon;    "llm  old 

utfol  bottle  maorj  haa  been  ttl  in  motioii  to  lecam  hii  pi''<ui  Biucu'i) 

mHaiini.tio<n.    H«r«,  boforu  mv,  stantlii  th«  unileniable  proof.    A  con- 

rcntion  numbvnng  one  hundred  fuid  Iw^nty-Meht  mfmbcra,  appMiins' 

hen  lo  throw  tb»  Imho  ovpr  tiw  ftW.WKI  df  mocmtic  vot«  of  tli*  irtiit*  of 

New  Toric.    By  wb-ai  luithority?    Why.  by  thoir  own  eonfMaon,  they 

k{ip«Br  hon*  hy  lui  authority  not  cscucdiofir  nine  thotwond  people.    And 

^v^  we  are  bold  the;  Hpeak  the  lentiiiientof  ninft'd-nths  of  ths  whole  di- 

^■iDOcnk^  of  tho  «tiktc.    Thi«  in  the  T<nf  taet  of  duuoH,  mA   ai  yna 

VarTcr  before  witnessed  b  tie  Dnion."    NiIm,   LXV.  p.  IS.    To  the 

K  "CbulMton  Mcrcnir"  mia written  from  New  York:    "Of  thn  whol«deI< 

epttea,  numben'ns  ono  bnndrod  and  tw(.'nty«ii;!]t,  not  OTcr  thirty  of  thom 

kod  aayUunjf  to  ahow  for  their  appoiotnHTit,  ^'^mpt  public  ivport.    Ewn 

old  Rockland  county,  with  Lirr  1 ,000  dumocnitic  minority,  did  not  fflcl  in- 

tcrcatod  infflciently  foi  Now  Tork'n  favotiti)  wn  to  fiTen  hure  any  peiwo  to 

Kpccfent  her. 

"  Attotlier  clicanutance  u  worihy  of  note;  npwaids  of  Sfty  of  tha  dele- 
gate! wen  mambonof  tbo  Isnt  legitlaLuiv  —  tJie  very  penont  who  thrae, 
in  tfieir  l^ptlatire  oapaa^.  indtmed  Mr.  Van  BoJ^w.  No  drmhi  thny  felt 
KfMie,  aiBO  one  ebo  did,  to  nttend  the  convention  wid  ronSrm  their 
ttwmtr  »et"  Kilee,  LXV,  p.  53.  NrnetMn  membera  of  tJie  contention 
I  against  the  Domination  of  tha  dtJcKutci  by  it. 
■"  .  .  "Fi«  Lrtw  thedBiaocraliiippw  lliroiighoMt'the  Onion  is  in  the 
oda  of  Mr.  Tao  DtuvQ'i  old  friend*.  It  waa  ftoca  \m  adminittntaon 
ttipy  last  leorirad  Kioaor,  and  to  him  tlicy  cleare  for  a  renewal."  "ntrkn-, 
in  U)«  fpe«cli  cited. 
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jeered  at  liecauee  thc^  —  who,  indeed,  bdtovod  tliemedves  tu 
have  a  monopoly  of  the  pure  statca-riglita  doctrine — rca- 
tared  to  wish  to  give  pregcriptioos  to  the  "states."  What 
erer  might  be  thong'lit  of  tlieir  caudidatcft,  io  tlic  questJoD  of 
the  election  of  delegates  thej  hftd  erervthing  in  their  Ekror, 
except  the  iuterests  of  the  bread-aiid-buLter  poUticiaua,  mai 
agatQt>t  these  nothing  availed.  Ducbanan  had  withdrawo. 
as  a  cindidato  as  carlj  lu  tlic  1411)  of  December,  1843.*  Not 
mruiv  weoka  nfterwarda,  Oalhonn  became  conrinewl  that  all 
fighting  againet  these  modem  pretnrians  of  tlio  pare  demoo 
raoy  ira«  in  vain.  Ho  also  qnitteil  the  field  on  the  90th  at 
Jannary,  1644.'  Yan  Buren's  triumph  aeeniH  complflte. 
Even  tliose  who  did  not  want  (o  hear  anything  at  all  of  him, 
now  declared  hia  nomination  to  be  ufidoubted,' 

Tot  sticli  vtns  not  the  case  It  was  too  well  known  bow 
It  atood  with  hia  all(^i:od  popularity,*  to  permit  the  hope  of 
throwing  an  olietacle  in  his  way  to  ho  oaaily  given  np.  On 
the  Ist  of  May,  1844.  a  piiHio  declaration  of  the  democntic 
membera  of  Ohio  in  the  honse  of  repreeentaHvee  of  coogreu. 
denovnoed  an  intrigae  which  had  beon  carried  on  "fur 
weeks  "  in  Wasbington,  to  frngtrmto  Van  Buren's  nominatian 
apite  of  hi.1  vietory  in  the  eleclloii  of  delegates.*  Tn  this. 
indeed,  the  question  of  persons  was  no  longer  the  determin- 
ing element;  this  bad,  in  the  mean  time,  been  oomplettir 
driven  into  the  background. 

•Ibid.,  p.  372. 

•"  .  .  ThCTgo*nbciiodQqUtbatMr.YMiBqiMWTnboooiaiBalt^ 
We  bad  bopMl  it  would  be  otbenriw:  but  w«  can  hope  no  longer."  Br»*- 
aoo'i  B«tMW,  April,  1844,  p.  9S1. 

*"  .  .  W1icnberVanBure&lwaa(lee(edKonniotoftfat»flla4sbefl> 
two  thonMBd  behind  Uw  popalar  TOte,  ud  in  «vtrf  ttata  in  tbe  tTniiB.  li 
1840.  he  nn  gnatlT  bebind  hit  tkket  and  the  admitted  rtnofUifiCB* 
|Mrt7."    KUea.  JSV.  p.  43. 

Mbid..  UCTI.  p.182. 
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DifTorencee  on  tlie  questions  which  were  etill  considered 
officially  the  most  C!<>^ential  dividing  Hnefl  ot  the  parties,  had 
existed  fn)in  the  tirat,  side  by  side  with  the  contest  over  the 
qnesUoD  of  persons.  In  the  firat  place,  there  was  the  turiS. 
Tlio  dpmoirats  now  had  it  in  their  power  to  throw  the  pro- 
tective tiiriif  uf  1845  iigain  immediately  ovcrhiwinl.  Tliey  did 
not  do  so.  During  the  first  daya  of  January,  1844,  the  Bonth 
obtained  proof  tliat,  spite  of  the  great  ilemocmtic  majority, 
it  was  now,  08  well  as  before,  iti  the  minority  iu  this  respect, 
BItck,  of  Georgia,  made  a  motion  that  the  committee  on 
ways  and  mcjuiH  shonld  tw  instructed  Ui  introdiiue  a  bill  jlx< 
ing  the  entrance  duties  only  with  relation  to  the  rcrenue. 
This  motion  was  rej(K:ted  by  a  vote  of  eighty-four  against 
eighty-three,  and  the  majority  consisted  of  tlie  whig  minority 
and  tliirty-scveu  democrats.'  Hence,  much  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  tutal  number  of  dcmocmtic  membera  were  not 
only  luitx-ue  to  the  official  party  principle  in  relation  to  indi- 
Ttdual  economic  inlereets,  hnt  lent  the  whig»  tlteir  coopera- 
tion to  reject  the  principle  of  tlic  piira  rcvcnnc  tariff.  The 
Oloie^  Indeed,  clnimcd  Uial  the  rejeotton  of  this  and  other 
rceoliitioni)  which  had  been  intmduced  by  the  snnthem  rep- 
rtaeatnUvca,  wurruntud  no  eoii elusions  as  to  the  views  of  tlie 
boaae  on  tlie  question  proper.  It  only  did  not  want  to  aii- 
tidpato  its  committee.  Itnt  the  consolation  did  not  last 
long.  The  new  turifT  bill  vrtis  laid  on  the  table  hv  a  vote  nf 
OTie  bnndnxl  and  Hve  against  uinoty-ninc;  that  is,  it  was 
practically  rejected.' 

Ho  nutionnl  convfintion  at  Riltimore  took  to  heart  the 
lesson  whicli  Uiis  vote  conveyed.  The  platform  only  denied 
tlie  govemment  of  the  Umoa  the  right  to  give  the  prcfcrenoo 
to  one  interest,  and  to  raise  more  revenue  than  was  neoessaiy; 

■  KUm.  LKV,  p.  311. 
•  Dob.  el  Ooage.,  XV,  p.  140. 
8i 
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even  the  word  UrifE  had  been  avoided.'  Tliwo  phraeM  evcrr 
one  could  intcqtrct  m  he  witched.  And  this  vas  intended. 
Tot  it  did  not  satHce.  Tlio  preeUlentJnl  cAndidate,  Jamea  K. 
Folk,  of  Tcnneieeo,  was  a  dcnidcd  frao-tridor.  As  a  radmber 
of  the  Iionse  of  representatives,  he  had  always  been  an  oppo- 
nent of  all  prot«<tive  duties,  and  as  a  candidate  lor  the  gov- 
ernorship of  TeiinesMW.iD  the  year  1S43,  he  had  always  de- 
manded a  return  to  the  atipiitntioiis  of  the  oomprotnUe  aek' 
The  8oiUhei-n  free-traders  were,  therefore,  satisfied  with  hit 
candidacy.  The  democratic  protectionista  of  the  north,  on 
the  other  hand,  were  oU  the  mora  concerned,  and  It  wa«  an 
unquestioned  fact  that  without  tlicir  oooperation,  the  rictorr 
of  the  party  was  impossible.*  Pollc,  however,  wa»  a  man 
who  ooiild  Iniigh  with  one  aide  oC  his  fiice  and  weep  with  the 
other.  After  liii  nomination,  on  die  Ittth  of  Jane,  1S44,  he 
wrote  his  notorious  letter  to  John  K.  Kane,  of  Philadelphia. 
He  had  not,  it  is  plain,  changed  his  views  to  the  extent  of  a 


'WlPK.  LXVr.^227. 

*  "  Ho  -mm  oppcwrd  to  direct  tasn.  and  (o  pnhilntoij  aad  proiectiTO  ^  I 
ties,  and  in  bvaroduch  moderate  duties  u  would  notoot  off  importation*. 
1b  othi>T  worda,  hd  wn«  in  furor  of  reducing  Ibe  dtit^  to  the  rate*  of  thf 
flompromiw^  act,  where  the  fhig  rontrmc  found  \kna  on  the  AHfa  of  JoK 
1842."  Speech  0*  Ap*a .?.  m».  at  Jackaon.  Nite«.  LXVl.  p.  SSt.  "I 
liad  stoaddf,  during  tfao  period  t  wtm  a  RpraeotMlive  in  conffTtn  brm 
oppoMd  to  a  prolectiv*  policy,  ai  nj  noorded  votei  aad  pablislwd  t^eedM . 
piove.  Since  1  nltrtd  from  tfSagitm  I  had  held  the  sane  opiniDn.  la  A* 
preient  cuinus  for  governor  I  bad  avoired  my  opposition  to  the  tariff  td 
of  tb«  late  wfaig  »ns:re«,  u  being  highly  pnit«clini  in  ita  eluuactff;  ai 
not  designed  by  its  ruithon  m  a  r^rntae  meacon,  1  had  avovedw 
opinion  in  mr  public  Bpeechsi  that  Qie  iaterota  of  the  oOQntrjr.  ui 
fspodKUjof  tlteproducinflrandexpOTtiagetatse.  n^nired  ita  repeal,  aad  A" 
leriomtion  of  the  principle  oE  tha  compnumM  tar^  act  of  1833."  To  t»  \ 
pwpla«fTei>ueM(M,May2&,  lSi3.    tbid..p.S4a. 

■Oamenm, ofPcnnt7lvaaia,K&id,  184<i.uithBaaiate:  "llocbaawsdr 
liked  Hr.  Cla; ,  and  onosnlr  attached  mi  m  wen  to  tfaa  demociatic  paitr* 
all  would  hava  gone  befon  we  mmld  bavf  RliDqaafaad  dio  tariff  ti  18tt>" 
•■Ooogr.  Olobe,"  39tfa  Cbngr..  la  Sen.,  p  ItlS. 
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TIlia,  in  and  of  iteelf,  wiW  not  only  almost  un- 
tl.f  case  of  a  Btauncli  democrat,  but  it  «-auId 
ivcn  away  the  soutlicru  tieo-tnulera,  while  the 
((uestiuu  wa.s  liow  both  tlioy  aod  the  nortbcm  protGctionists 
might  be  won  over  at  the  same  time.  Polk,  therefore, 
VIM  now,  aa  lie  bad  Leon  before,  a  decided  free-trader. 
Only,  for  the  eonth,  Uiero  wa^  a  period  and  a  dtmh  calling  for 
A  Riispennion  of  tlinuylit,  after  the  word  "  true- 1 ruder,''  while 
for  the  m)rth,  it  was  followed  by  Lite  seittenco:  who  con&idcrfr 
the  iiDpositioii  of  protective  dnties  to  be  not  only  a  right 
but  n  duty  of  tlie  govcmmtyit  of  the  TTnion.' 
^_  The  Calhounites  wererousod  to  indignation.  The Charie«- 
^fen  M'ercurtf  tiirectK  declared  that  Polk  had  goue  over,  bag 
and  iMggu^.  to  the  camp  of  the  proteetiooi&ts.  As  early  as 
December,  1&4'J,  the  legi^lntnre  of  South  Carolina  had  re- 
viled all  fnrtlicr  lio{)c  In  coDgreM  as  folly  and  die^aceful 
weakness.  It  now  seemed  &s  if  the  spirit  of  I83I  and  lti39 
would  spring  intolifea^'ain.  Tlio  CharUston  Jfetvuri/,  which 
was  wont  t«  be  confidc-red  the  exponent  of  the  opinion  which 
prevailed  iu  the  state,  aud  which,  for  the  modt  part,  ex- 
erted a  determining  influence  on  that  opinion,  and  in  a 
renr  high  degree,  was  not  oven  satisKetl  witli  what  had 
\ieea  done  that  time."  As  nullification  had  once  been  tried 
.with  coneiderobic  but  oot  complete  auece&s,  it  had  notJiing 


W 


'  "  In  lulJDKtinf;  Uin  ilctaJl*  of  a  rorenuv  tanfT,  1  have  bcretofore  ttate- 
Isooed  voch  inoJenite  diaaiuunatiaE  dulie»  ax  would  pnxluiw  the  aaiount 
ri  nrvenuc  ncudnl,  uicl  at  tho  aanw  time  attbrd  reajtoiutble  iaddautal  pro- 
(wctioa  to  oiiT  hoRU  intlujtiy.  I  lun  upp«*ed  U>  a  tans'  tax  piotcction 
anil  not  (or  re^-euue.  ...  In  aiy  jiideini^it,  il  is  tbe  du^'  of 
govmiiaanthimUiAd,  un  for  an  it  lasiy  Ut  pncticuble  0)to  da  bo,  by 
ill  revcauo  laim  aod  dl  other  mnnis  widiiii  its  power,  (air  and  jiut  protu^ 
lioa  to  all  111*  groat  mti-rvttii  u(  Ibo  wliolo  Unicn,  oin)>nidD^agricultun, 
nami&darah  th«  ta>.-d(iuuG  ut*,  cooiiDcroc,  and  navit^^Uoii."  Nilcf, 
LXVI.  p.  296. 

*8MthelMdiiiK<»tJcl«pRi)ted  laNtle«'E«|pabcT,imdcrtbc title  "Hinr 
tato,"  uid  dni«natod  -'wmi-offldaL"    LXVl,  pp.  40&-4CH. 


^_(wctioa 
^ffiaren 
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Id  «iy  in  opposition  to  another  experiment,  this  time  with 
*' Iegi»1fitive  nnllification;'*  onlv  the  people  «liou1d  fleHie 
farther  meaaiircs  in  cmc  that  mcasnrR  provpd  inaHoiqaate.* 
It  did  not  urant  to  qoArrel  about  the  detnila  of  the  how.  Oa 
nne  thing  only  was  it  neccB&arv  to  bp  dear,  that  South  dim- 
liim  had  to  help  licrselF,  and  that  slic  ahould  not  make  her 
rr#o1ves  dependent  on  others;  bat  thiit  to  wait  for  a  ooDTem 
tinn  of  thc!  t^oiithorii  efatce  and  its  mMSurce  von]d  be  to  wait 
till  the  end  uf  time.  And  this  langnnge  wn«  temperate  in 
<mmparieon  with  nrhat  was  to  ba  heard  at  al[  kinds  of  meeU 
mgs  and  nt  {>ulitic-al  dinners.  But  thc  author  of  the  mott 
ekilfully  worded,  poiDted  and  defiant  thrMt,  was  tbo  hero 
of  the  daj.' 

Tho  Callioimitee  wasted  their  wit  and  their  breath  in  ovor- 
spiced  speeches,  reeotntions  and  toaate  ag:aiDBt  the  tariff  poj- 
icy  of  the  Union.  Thc  threat*  frightened  nobody.  It  wai 
considered  scarcely  worth  thc  trouble  to  make  politica] 
capital  out  of  them,  and  they  were  looked  npon  only  tm 
curiosities.  It  was 'Mlanilet  with  Ilamlet  left  onL"  At 
the  head  of  the  agitation  stood  Holtnoe,  but  more  especialtf 
Rhett;  Calhoun  did  not  take  part  in  it  and  disapprovod  tt« 
%-iutence.  A  thing  unheard  of,  that  of  the  nnmberleu  touts 
on  the  occa$ion  of  political  fcetiTilica,  not  a  single  one  was 
to  Calhoun,  wa»  now  n  frequent  fact  For  the  fir^t  time,  % 
liirgc  number  of  hi8  difciples  went  much  fnrtlicr  than  their 
master.  This  wna  a  fact  pregnant  with  meaning,  bat  no  oik* 
now  had  time  to  reflect  on  it.  It  was  rightly  considered  a 
thing  QQthinkable  that  South  Carolina  would,  on  aocount  of 

"■  .  .  .  Ute  legnbtuM  hM  a  rii^t  t«  ti7  Hi  while  the  people  ut 
tni'diloUng  ulterior  nKoaoni  to  be  adopted  hi  connotioD,  in  case  legidt- 
Ut«  Dalliti«ttion  abould  prore  inadeqoate." 

'TvOKpedmuoawiU  aufiiwiodianiob^riao  the  lone ol  thetoMiti:  "Tht 
KMtlieni  tliLhM:  thoy  will  not  conniit  to  bo  pillaged  and  p]inMl«i«d  atoA 
tongat,  for  tlw  bcocfib d£  Aeir  wgrat  cnenuM."  "D»aiiioa — itertloart 
lit  tbtt  maiid !  '  to  thii  compleaoa  it  maat  ooow  iii  buL*  "    ItaiL,  p.  910. 
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llie  tariff  ({ut>fltioii,  go  from  words  to  deeds  in  opposition  to 
Galboiiii.  Bat  it  u-as  utterly  uiithinktible  that  South  Coro- 
liua,  ill  a  scuffle  over  a  spiirrow,  would  hold  the  ann  of  the 

1  Blavocnicy  st  the  inomeat  when  it  wunted  loaitn  its  master- 
((hot  at  tJie  eag\e.  Tlie  evil  letter  to  Kaue  did  uut  keep  the 
nine  eloctoral  votes  of  South  Caroliaa  froin  being  cant  for 
IVIk. 

I  On  the  other  hnnd,  the  twenty-oix  eWtoral  votes  oC  Penn- 
sylvania were  won  for  Polk  ouly  l>y  iho  letter  to  Knne.* 
Tliore  were,  of  coarse,  among  the  democrats   of  Pcnusyl- 

!  vunia,  pwjple  who  were  wise  enough  to  perceive  how  heart- 
ily Polfc  might  turn  them  into  ridiente,  if  they  thonght  ho 
had  surrendered  himself  into  their  hands,  hy  thut  letter,  the 

t  lwi>  halves  of  which  were  in  evident  eoritradiction  with  each 
otlior,  and  Eaid  thingEi  diaiiietritnlly  op[>otied,  tinletis  it 
b«  aesnmed  that  llie  whole  was   only  a  series    of  words 

'  without  sense.  Ilonce,  sorae  of  the  democrats  called  for 
more  definite  decUratioiia  But  the  politicians  wrote  to 
/oik  to  remain  a«  eilent  as  the  grave,  because  the  Kane  let- 
ler  was  doing  escoUeut  work.'    And  he  did  remain  silent. 

'  Cnin«TOn  >aid  in  Ibe Mitate:  "Tou  [Tio^-Prctti^CDlDiiIlualiuid  I,  Ur. 
Praident.  remember  Uie  8ceiH>s  of  181-1  iu  oiir  xUte,  the  ansioty  that  per- 
mdcd  tli«  dcmocfntic  portj  until  the  Kiina  lpU<;r  made  iU  appcanuce 
[fTliiiL  Mbv  wiw  nnxod  upon  hy  thn  p<iliLiciil  li'iulpn,  wan  uwtcl  upon  tti« 
•lunip,  vtu  tmulftted  into  Oennitii,  tuad  (niblished  in  aII  our  part<r  pnponk, 
^'Xniilttli  aiid  Qennan.  It  i*  not  too  much  to  my  tliat  that  letter  tiuniM] 
tiie  aeole  had  AeeiAfd  the  pre»d«ttiA]  el^clioa.  But  (or  it  yoa  would  Mt 
,  now  be  tUting  wlicre  you  are,  nor  would  Mr,  Polk  bo  ocaipjring  the  pie*- 
lentii^  cbatr."  Sargent,  Public  Meu  and  Rventa.  II,  p.  239.  See,  alw>, 
PoElodi'B  speerli  ia  Uie  fa«tite  of  repiownUtjvea.  ConifT.  Globe,  29Ui  Congr., 
]«tSeM..  Appendii.  pp.  710.  717. 

■Cla;  idatw  in  a  IcfcUv  dMeA  Ausiut  4.  1847,  in  retatioin  lo  "tho 
(nod  indJced  on  PeiinsylTaiiiaby  tJie  Kaiie  letter":  "  In  AirtfacT sup- 
part  of  thif  fnod  I  learood  jmtardaj-  froni  tho  bmiomblB  Be?erdf  John- 
aoa,  that  during  UioctaTui of  1844.wlien  aomo  iDtemgaloriMwenaiit- 
diMwd  from  jrmir  itate  bo  Polk,  ntquratini;  a  mors  eiplidt  avowal  of  his 
1  legord  to  the  tanff  dC  1943,  Ur.  Buchniuui  wrote  to  TeoaMMr 


JAOIUON'S  JLDinNI9TSi.TI0M JtSmUXXTlOS  Of  TUUl. 

''Polk,  Da]las,Sbaak'  and  tliedemocratiotarilTof  ldl3  "- 
tachwas  tbe  devioo  under  whicb  protect! vo-tarifT  Peanejl- 
Tsnin  was  led  into  the  fitsld  for  Polk,  tlie  freetrader.  Xot 
only  vta  the  vliig^  paternity  of  this  t»rit!  of  1 842  contested, 
but  the  whigs  were  ev«n  obliged  to  listco  to  the  accun- 
tioii  tbut  tlioy  desired  to  lay  hands  upon  it.  And  eron  this 
was  not  enough.^  Tlie  Indt  appeal  of  tlio  leading  demoermtio 
committee  of  I^iladclphin,  furnished  the  intere&ting  proof, 
that  Clay  had  always  opposed  the  protection  of  American 
indnati-y  by  high  duties.' 

The  hiftory  of  tbe  ITnlon  can  not  show  a  aeoond  frand  of 
eqaal  cliim^iiie^  mid  shamelessncss.  The  deception  wonkl 
•CATCcly  have  been  w  entirely  sncceaiful,  if  partio*  had  no* 
reftlly  come  pi-ctty  near  to  one  another,  eo  that  the  extrem- 
ists on  Wth  eidcs  cou&titutcd  only  a  small  minority  of  thrir 
party.  Tiicrc  certainly  w»s»  political  calculation  in  the  fact 
that  the  vrhigs  too  agiiiu  fonniUatod  their  eoufceiaion  of  Uth 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  as  muiy  as  poaeible  from  the 
border  regions  of  their  opponents  to  join  them.'  Yet  whit 
Clay  eaid  in  his  tour  through  theeou'di,  that  American  iodui- 
try  no  longer  necdinl  protection  to  Ll>u6aino extent ue  formerly, 
waa  in  harmony  urith  the  facts  and  the  real  conrictions  of  most 


tliit  tliB  Ennn  \iMer  wu  woriDng  well,  and  begpng  tliat  thoK  ialbemgf 
toiies  nughl  uot  be  aaeva&l,  and  Mr.  I'oUc  accordingly  RnuUMd  mIdbL" 
PrjT.  Con««p..  p.  544.  BuchBoan  »-u»  niade  sMnlaiy  uf  ttute  bj  Potk. 
Kaoft  jtulgn  of  tha  Dnibod  State  ooort  in  Iliiluuklplua,  and  MoUuhJUa, 
Urn  third  in  tlie  alliancs,  judge  of  tbe  Cnited  Slatea  ooait  in  Pitttbai^ 

*Th«  candidate  (or  \hv  gortmaniap. 

< "  Wc  daw  the  whigi  to  repeal  it" 

*  ThQ  appeal  ii  psinled  ia  Soigaat.  PuMie  Um  ud  ErootB,  U,  p.  BST. 
Sec,  alnu,  MoIlTiline'i  tperch  of  June  18,  l&Mt  in  tbe  boDw  of  ntptmnto- 
ttvM.    Congr.  Globe.  29tli  Oontrr.,  lit  Sen.,  p.  9tM. 

'!Rt  platform  donind* :  "  A  tAriff  for  levcnue  to  6eb»s  the  uotttmtj 
expenses  of  the  gorennnnit  unil  diammiiuttiiis  with  tpadal  vtkmuum  to 
the  protcctiOD  of  the  dotnettio  labor  of  Uw  couaby."    Nilea,  UCTT,  p 
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rliigs,  even  if  lUe  iissnrance  ho  gave  tUat  the  roquinte 
tion  could  1h3  fttTordod  within  the  limits  of  a  revenue 
tariff  weut  u  step  bovoud  hiu  r«il  conrictions.'  Tlie  Kane 
letter,  witliout  auy  embi-UiRhing  additions  and  nonsensical 
exaggenitioiiH,  iNnild,  thci-ofoi-c,  be  turned  to  bwt  acconnt 

I  wherever  Polk's  past  in  relation  to  the  tariff"  question  gave 
umbriige  lo  the  dcmocmte.  Tlio  Albany  Argui  thought  that 
the  protectioaist  dciuocrats  Ehoutd  surely  be  satislied,  since 
Polk  hftd  taken  the  sauie  attitude  as  Olay.*  Not  only  the 
Albany  Argus,  but  oveiy  politiciau,  freU  knew,  that  dif- 
fcront  as  the  views  of  Clay  and  Polk  on  the  best  tariff  policy 
were,  the  formulas  under  H'liich  thoy  entered  the  electoral  cam- 
pfti^  were  in  ffict  nuarly  ideiitical.  The  future  unquestiona- 
bly brought  with  it  many  a  hard  contest  between  protection- 
iatfl  and  frectradci-d.  But  thi«  opposition,  which  had  been  so 
thoroughly  stifled  as  early  m  1810,  waa  found  of  almost 

\  no  use  in  this  pre»tideutial  election,  because  the  purtiee  would 

^Dot  allot?  it  to  divide  them  entirely. 

The  eeeond  great  ccunoiuic  question  bod  become  unavail- 
able for  the  purposed  of  the  electoral  campaign  in  a  still 
higher  degree.  The  domocrata  oonid  not  be  repronehod  with 
any  ambiguity  in  respect  lo  it  Their  platform  roundly  de- 
clared a  national  Imnk  to  bo  unconBtitiitionnl  and  pernicioiia 
in  the  highost  decree.  Their  oppouenta,  indeed,  sought  to 
east  saepicion  on  their  honesty  because  they  had  selected 
Dallas,  who  had,  so  to  speak,  stood  godfoiher '  to  the  old 
book,  as  thvir  candidate  for  the  vice- presidency.  Dallas, 
however,  gave  hia  definite  promise  not  to  assist  in  any  way  in 
the  establiahtnent  of  a  new  bank.     UroatJy  a^  promi^tes  made 

[by  candidates  had  falleu  into  discredit,  tbero  was  oertainly 


iNilw.lA'VI.  pp.  lOi.  108. 

■  "Od  the  tariff.  Mfuan.  Polk  and  Clay  occupy  the  mine  plationn.* 

..p.  407. 
*Gami»io  Nika.  I^EVI.  pp,  205-267. 
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noreoftoa  for  diiitni£t  this  time,  for  even  the  wliij^  do  longer 
dftrod  to  aek  for  a  Iwak.  In  a  speech  at  liaUigb,  Clay,  in- 
deed, expressed  the  coDviction  that  the  demouii  n^ould  be 
agaio  mad<;i  by  iLc  people.  lie  rmght  not  ycc  li4vo  com- 
pletely givcu  up  hope,  but  it  was  evident  Chat  with  thid  be 
did  not  flu  luudi  desire  to  uunouooo  the  near  msumption  of 
the  old  battle,  as  to  defend  hinualf  and  his  pATtj.  ThU 
dodHration  was  preceded  by  tbo  auuraoco  tluit  he  would 
tirgu  tliu  establishment  of  a  book  only  when  it  was  impera- 
tively demanded  by  tlie  people.*  The  platfonu  of  the  whigs 
did  not  go  even  as  far  as  Clay.  It  aroided  the  wonl ''  Imik  " 
eotiroly.'  This  vob  a  oov-ero  Lamiliatiou.  It  vaa  the  virtual 
admission  tliat  the  politicians  of  tlie  party  io  tlieir  figlit 
against  Tylur  uiid  tlic  buikk,  hud  beoouiu  guUty  of  unwortUy 
exaggerations  and  conscious  untnith.  They  had  placed  the 
pr(»ident  in  the  pillory  because,  spite  of  the  obligatiou 
assumed  by  liis  acccptuiicu  of  the  candidacy,  he  insolently 
opj>oeed  the  wish  of  the  people  empliatically  cxpreesod  by 
Harrison's  and  his  own  election,  for  a  buik;  and  now  they 
were  obliged  to  confciu:  the  less  we  say  to  the  people  aboat 
a  bank  the  better  for  onrselves.  A  bank  in  the  old  ocnse  of 
the  word  was  a  thiuj^  settled  forever.* 


'  "Such  are  mj  vicwH  of  the  qootkn  oC  nfatblUiinir  a  bank  of  tbt 
tTntted  State*.  .  .  .  but  1  do  not  aeeik  to  «nioice  th^tn  on  toy  otfana. 
AboTO  All,  1  ilo  not  de^re  any  bank  of  th4  United  States  attempb^  or 
mtabluhcd,  unless  anil  until  it  'a  unpentivrjy  demanded,  as  I  bslivn 
demanded  it  viU  Iw,  by  tlio  opinion  of  the  pnople."  Ibjd.,  (h,  290.  11 
dnerreit  to  be  rat^tJoni'd  thnt,  aooorJinfc  to  Wiso's  aocouDl.  CLij,  iu  18% 
is  said  to  hnv^  promisod  Jnd^  White  to  let  the  bank  qaMtion  trA  dams 
the  next  ptwidenUal  term  (1841-1815).    SoFsa  Decades,  pp.  IC8.  169. 

*It  onlj  asKrts  Uie  piiodplc:  "A  well  leipilated  national  catnuCT." 
Nilw.  I.XVI,  !>.  148. 

■  Wvbetvi  utys,  OS  oailr  as  Scftoabw  SO.  IU2,  in  a  vpesdi  at  Boksk: 
"  A  bank  r>(  the  United  Stotai  fuundsd.  on  n  privata  Ribii3i|it(0a  is  mt  of 
thu lUMtJon.  TliAt IS ui cbxolct^ iden.  The cognUr  tuid  tboooiMlitMo ot 
tliinKM  liftre  cfaaoged.    Supponc  that  a  bank  wn  cbartHwl  wttb  a  capilal 
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In  wlmttheii  did  iJio  fissentlal  differcDce  between  the  por- 
i08  conBist?  Tlie  fiindftrnental  direcrion  of  tlieir  political 
riewfl  hnd  rpiimlni^d  tlic  same;  but  there  was  nn  abeiinco  of 
[coiici-ele  problems  in  resiiect  to  wbich  the  more  confederate- 
like  and  the  more  federal-like  views  might  assert  thtinsclves. 
It  we  keep  onlrthe  old  ]>artiee  and  the  old  iTrograinmowith 
wltich  thev  had  come  into  exisitence,  and  wblcb  tliey  hnd  thus 
br  represented,  io  view,  the  qiieatlon  as  to  the  pennons  of  thfl 
candidates  ap|icai-s,  on  d(»^cr  examinatioii,  to  lie  unc^ucdtion- 
ablj  the  most  material  turuiu^'  point  of  the  battle.  But 
if  we  look  beifond  tliia  dtririug  for  supremacy,  simply  for 
snpremncy's  sake,  we  perceive  on  all  Bides  a  rapidly  pritgress- 
inginteiisifiuLtlonof  diflV'reiiccs,  not,  buweTei',on  the  ground 
of  tbe  party  programme  lutherln,  baton  that  oF  the  Blavcry 
tqnestiou.  For  the  first  time,  now,  the  extreme  alwlitionista 
drew  the  last  logical  infei-encea  from  their  premtM^.  In 
Haf,  1844, the  American  Anti-Slavery  5vieiety.  in  its  yeariy 
meeting,  proclaimed  the  principle:  "No  coramunity  with 
dareholderg,"  and  rejected  the  conetitution  as  "  a  covenant 
with  death,  and  nn  agreement  with  hell.'*'  And  even  dur- 
ing the  prerions  year,  the  moderate  ^wrtion  of  the  political 
abolitionist*  had  taken  a  step  in  advance  which  seemed  to 
drug  them  also  into  an  entirely  revuluttonary  couKe.     In 

n(  flftj  niltions  to  be  raiasd  fa;  piiTiite  sulecription.  Woull  it  not  be  out 
nf  nUpCMibilitjrtoGiKltluiBKiD^?  WliQwcFoldBabacxibu?  Wlutwoiild 
jmicet  tuff  alioresf  .  .  .  Peo^tle  who  aie  woJliDg  for  powtr  to  make  a 
tAak  of  the  Unil^  Stat«B  may  u  w«U  poalpooe  nil  ulteiii|>ta  to  bcncSt  tim 
vaatArj  to  Uio  incoming  ai  the  Jtivra."  Works,  11.  pp.  l-i^t.  I'M.  Ctatia 
iprat  OS  a  mimaacsnpt  d  Webster'i  of  the  year  ISiii,  diaoavered  by  falm. 
in  which  wa  rviul:  "  Wliu  carev  aiijtiiing  now  about  Ui»  bonk  billi  vhjdi 
were  tetoeJ  in  l&ll?  Or  who  tbiaka  now  tJiat,  if  there  wen;  no  ouch 
a  thing  u  a  veto  in  tli«  worM,  a  bunk  of  tho  Uiut«U  Staleit,  ppon  the  old 
uodela.  could  Iwetliibliidied?"    Ufeof  D.  Wubttcr.  H.  p.  '208. 

' "  A  eovfuut  witl>  (liwth,  anclao  a^ranniimt  «ithh«ll."  UcNxlell,wbo 
'Hi  Bol  bcl04i}f  to  Uiijtirroupof  abuLtiuniats,  eayi:  "Tbit  wiut  a  memombic 
OBolatiop  in  the  ndvlf  aiid  iu  poUc?. '  *    Slareiy  ood  Auti-SlaTei;,  p.  &2I, 
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Ang^st,  1848,  the  liberty  party  bad  held  a  "natioiuil  oon- 
vcntion  "  in  Buifnlo,  in  which  all  tlie  (roe  ttates^  with  tbe 
exception  of  NewHanapBhire,worereppeBeated.    lu  Ihoootn-      i 
mittee  on  raaolutioiu,  the  clergyman,  John  Picrponl,  of  ■ 
Massnohasettji,  moved   that  thejr  sbould    rormiilly    absolve    ^ 
themselves  fmm  obedience  to  the  provieion  of  tho  oon&titn- 
tioQ  in  relatiou  to  the  surrender  of  ttigiti\'e  8lii\'ea.'   Obsae,of 
Ohio,  efiected  tlie  rejection  of  the  resolutioa  iu  the  oommit'  M 
tee;  but  during  hisab8CDCO,Pierpoiit  laid  it  before  thocon(.*en<   ' 
tion itself,  and  Tliu  convention  adopted  it  witltoatdisctt^sion.' 
ThcM  were  signe  of  tlie  tiniee  which  epoka  with  a  terrible 
plainnesA.    But  the  tiinewoB  long  aini^epASAod  when  ontjthc  ^ 
ligns  of  the  rapid  approach  of  tbe  inevitable  collieion  in-  W 
creased.     Contliiits  had  begun  to  tidce  place  ycnrs  before,  bo- 
twoeD  tbe  legal  aatliorities  of  tbe  north  iind  nf  tbe  aoath. 
Tirgioio,  in  1S39,  had  demanded  of  New  York  t\se  etimoder 
of  three  colored  Bailors  who  were  cbnrgod  witb   baviiif^ 
"stolen  "  a  slave,  tJiat  ia,  with  having  bt^lptnl   him  to  flee. 
Governor  Seward  refused  tbo  reqncst,  for  tho  reason  tliat  (lie 
provision  of  tbo  conGtitution  in  queetioa  had  to  be  so  voder' 
stood,  t}iat  the  etatos  wonld  bare  to  enrrcndcr  fugitives  ao- 
cueed  of  an  offense  considered  a'*criine"  doi;  only  in  tbe 
state  asking  for  the  surrendor,  but  aIro  in  tbo  state  called 
upon  to  make  tbe  enrrondor.    Tliis  oondition  was  not  fotied 
in  tbe  eaje  in  biuid.     The  laws  of  New  Torlc  wtre  indeed 
aoquaintcd  witji  ihe  crime  of  kidnapping,  but,  acc<jrding  lo 
them,  it  wns  impoestble  tbat  a  person  coold  be  stolen  b;  in- 
nther  in  tlw  sense  in  wbicb  the  word  was  employed  by  Vir- 
ginia, because,  according  to  them,  no  hnuian  l>eing  conid  own 
soother.    Tbecxccutive  of  Virginia  contested  absolutely  tbe 

■  •■To  regard  and  bre&t  tho  third  clauasoftfae  o»)BtitatiiOa,«benu*er>p- 
[died  td  UwcaM  of  a  fagilira  slaTO,  aa  nttedjr  nnll  aad  tdh):  and  mm*- 
qoentl^  u  fanning  no  port  of  Iho  comlitotion  of  tho  United  Btabn  wfea- 
«ver  we  an  callnl  apon  or  twoni  to  nipport  iL" 

•  Wanlen,  Tbo  Printe  IJiv  Md  PoUio  Semon  of  6.  P.  CbM*.  p.  W^ 
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oorrectiieea  of  tMa  view,  and  represented  it  as  a  monstrosity. 
The  controversy  was  carried  on  in  different  forms  for  over 
two  yefirs,'  and  attracted  a  va»t  deal  of  attention.  Adaoia 
diidared  it  to  be  mora  iiiipurtant  than  all  otiier  questiotia  ia 
dispute  taken  together,'  and  blamed  Seward  for  the  tamenesa 
of  hia  tone.*  Sewani  certainly  was  stadionsly  very  ttrajier. 
ate  in  tiift  langtinge,  did  not  permit  IiiniHt>If  to  lie  provoked 
to  passion  by  the  challenging  sallies  of  his  opponentu,  avoided 
all  general,  moral  and  politico- phi fosopliical  cousidorntions, 
and  kept  strictly  to  the  discussion  of  tlio  ([motion  ot  liiw  — 
ibut  he  did  not  yield  iti  tliu  niiLtter.  Virginia  made  attempt* 
at  retaliiition,  a-od  refused  to  Biirrender  a  forgt-r  iit  the  request 
of  New  York;  it  passed  a  law  insulting  to  tiie  citi?.en3  of 
New  York,*  yet  did  not  allow  it  to  go  into  force  iuiiucdiutcly, 
bat  fixal  fl  last  day  for  New  York  np  to  wliieh  its  /lairrftcc- 
cavi  ihoaIdl>e accepted  and  pardon  granted  it.  It  vras  ull  in 
vaiu;  Sewanl  and  New  Yorkrumuincd  firm.  And  tlio  blow 
dealt  tin:  alavocracy  was  donlily  heavy,  becHUJte  it  had  been 
dealt  with  its  own  weapons.  With  the  principles  of  etato 
BOvereignty,  by  means  of  whicli  it  had  obtained  supi'eniacy 
over  the  Union,  it  was  now  driven  from  the  gronnd  *  which 


■Seward's  Works,  ir,  pp.  449-Al».    Nilts.  pawim. 

'"  [  «ai(l  fiit'p*  wan  anoUiiT  Biilg«ct  vliiob  [  Iileeint>d  of  mom  vital  tm* 
portftBM  to  the  UnioD  tbaa  tbc  tiuik,  tl>«  taaff;  tlie  conau?.  or  ^n  land 
ud  riate  dobt«  question,  or  than  all  of  them  toirdiuT:  ud  tbat  vbs  tfaa 
eemkrema^  between  thestates  of  N?v  York  and  Virfpnio,  iwd  the  slaveiy 
qvestwn  gununUlr-"    Vtrnt.  of  J.  Q.  Adaius,  X.  p.  461. 

■  "TliDOonnpODdAneo  between  the  gav^noKoi  New  Torlc  nnd  Vir* 
ciDJib  .  .  .  is  of  awful  impori.  Ita  meet  olnnaiDfr  fcatoro  is  Uic  tanw 
am  of  UmiB  on  iIm"  part  of  W.  H.  Seward,  the  powrnov  of  New  York,  and 
tbe  iosotuMQ  of  Hopkins,  tbo  lieutonaat-govciaor,  and  of  Gilmer,  tin  gov 
«nioro[  Virginia,  tliiou^at  the  whole  oomapond^nce."   Ibid..  X.  p.  401. 

"*  An  net  to  pnvent  the  citiiais  of  Now  York  fiYim  carryiag  slave*  out 
of  the  oomnoowcalth  of  Yirtj^nio.  aod  to  pcvTont  the  escape  of  peraovi 
diugad  with  any  crime." 

.    .    No  peooB  caa  mwataio  nion  Bnnty  Uiaa  1  da  the  priodpU 
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it  had  t)ocutne  nccnetomed  to  consider  won  and  secured  U>  it 
forever.  For  tliere  wm  qiicstlou  not  of  a  single  cae^  but  ot 
a  pritici|)le,  and  the  ropuguauoe  to  do  bailiff-service  for  tbu 
elave-liolilers  thrcntened  to  eeizo  upon  cho  wliole  uorth. 
About  the  uaine  lime  Ihraine  had  aq  entirdj  »mUai'  ooutfo- 
veny  with  G«orgta,  wliicli  appealed  m  vain  froiD  tlio  daasire 
answer  of  governors  Diiiilap  and  Kent  to  the  Iwgislature.* 

Haiisacliii setts  did  iiot  Ing  behind  27ew  York  and  Maine 
On  tlie  2Sd  of  Marcli,  lSi:i,  die  legldature  resolved  to  move 
tbroiigli  the  represeiitativcg  of  the  atatein  congress,  an  amend* 
mont  to  itit!  ounHtitntiOD,  ba&iiig  theropresentatiun  in  congivai 
oil  tlie  free  populalton  only  of  tlio  states.'  Thn  complninU  qd 
the  ounipromtsu  of  the  conBtitutioa,  id  respect  to  the  ^iug  of 
tho  quotu  of  reprei^utation/  were  as  old  as  the  (xmstitiitioii 
itself,  aud  had  been  fieqQently  repeated.  But  hy  dcgroec 
this  compromise  acquired,  in  the  con&ciouEoees  of  ibo  people, 
Che  clmractor  almost  of  an  nnchangcnblc  law  of  natnre-,  fto  that 
the  motion  of  ^[iu&acbni«tte  now  appMrod  as  an  a^^TOHire 
demonstration  of  the  boldest  kind.    Adams  calls  thedebata 

thai,  thn  ^Aaitit  are  ■OToeign  and  iad«pendeiit  in  regard  to  all  nuittei.  ex- 
cept Uiow  in  relation  to  vhidk  aoremgnty  bat  been  exprenlr.  or  bjr  usee*- 
soxy  impIicatJOD,  tnuuteirMl  to  the  F^denil  iior^ninient  by  the  oooatihi- 
tion  at  tliB  tTnited  States.  IbaveatleastbelieMdtbatniynoa-axiipliaix* 
with  tbc  tcqaintiDn  made  apon  ni«,  in  llio  ptvaent  OMe,  iroald  b»  ngariiil 
a*  mUDlaiDinB  Uis  equal  •OTaragntjr  and  i&depondeDoe  <d  this  ataie,  and 
by  iMcntarr  conffiqutoce  tbcee  of  all  the  other  tlatei."  Seward'a  iMtw 
of  Ujp  OUti  of  Oclobw.  1839. 

'  How  i>iutNttf;nxl  tl>H  alaTOcnts  wore,  the  following  pannge  b<oiD 
raeauge  of  tbc  governor  oE  Geovfna  to  tiw  legiiialnre  ibows :  * '  FOr  Qa 
piirTMwe  [io  aecaxe  alaTe-ownnsbip]  yoa  will  ba  jiutttcd  ia  dednring.  b; 
law,  tliBt  allcitizaiuofMalaewhoniayoonMwitUiii  tlMJariadictionel  ttni 
Btote,  OD  board  oi  an/  v«Mela,  a*  owners,  officers,  or  ntariaera,  AalLbecCif 
ndscd  atdi^Dgso  with  tfaeioteol  to  comiiiib  the  crime  of  iDdaciiicrMvn 
slant  from  tluiirownorB,  and  be  dealt  witliaooori  I  '  n 

tioa."    Huanl.  C.  S.  Com.  aod  Slat.  Beg.,  Ft:         ...         ,    :   lJ 

*  Tbe  KK>lutio&  u  pnated  ia  Del*,  of  Congr.,  X  V,  p.  M. 

•Bm  VoJ.  1. 
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pTi'hich  the  resolation  called  forth  in  the  lionse  of  repreeenta- 
tivee  tlie  most  mnmorable  wliieli  had  ever  taken  plaee  tli«te.' 
Ko  one  of  course  e\|iected  a  practical  result,  but  fi  eliarp, 

[•lirill  stroke  oE  the  Rlc  hnd  t>een  given  the  cliains  which  tlio 
slavooracj'  had  imposed  on  tlie  Union.  The  speeclieg  of  the 
KOOtbertl  repreeentalives  on  the  resolution  wore  pitched  on 
nn  entirely  ditforent  kej.  As  if  e«izc(I  with  pain  and  shaken 
with  horror,  (hey  discnsstKl  the  theme:  the  hideous  has  come 
to  pass;  on  yonr  heads  re^ts  the  rosponsibilit^'l     There  was 

|innc]i  comedy  in  this,  hnt  alHo  much  honest  seriousness.  In 
the  noi*tb,  as  well  as  in  the  eonth,  people  enid  to  one  another, 
vitb  eyea  wide  open  and  itignificant  nodding  of  the  hoad: 
I*  Tee,  and  in  die  two  houseii  of  tlie  It^ialatnre  of  HnsBaohn- 
letts,  the  democrntft  have  the  majority t" 
The  Bouth  could  no  longer  esilculate  witli  full  confidence 
on  tlie  snpiwrt  of  the  democrats  of  the  north  —  a  fact  of 
immuiiBe  impoi-lanee.  Ae  in  tlie  logielatnre  of  Massachu- 
sett*,  60  also  now  in  the  honse  of  representatives,  the  demo- 
cratB  had  tlie  majority,and  now  tho  hourof  the  gag-rnle  had 
ooiUK  On  the  ISth  of  April,  1849,  Adame  had  painfully 
eloiraed  tliat  !t  drove  tlie  Union  rapidly  towards  diaao- 
ition.*  At  thai  time,  Ciunphoil,  of  South  Cnrolina,  had 
[declared  that  the  whole  constitntion  would  have  to  bend 
L'fors  it,*    And  yet  Adams  was  certain  of  victory.    If  the 


'  AaitKHT epnag  ap  the  inotit  mrmornblff  [tebote  ever  nttertiufu^d  in 
[Ihe  houM.    .    .    .    The  crinia  nair  require*  of  me  ooolnwi.  firmncw,  pni- 
•BCA,  BkoderKtioii  and  (ortituda,  berond  nil  former  czomple.    1  como 
ae  In  nch  a  itttte  «t  (vitiition  that  I  could  do  nothing  but  puce  my 
Dber."    Mem.  of  J.  Q.  Adanu.  XI,p.4&&. 
•Nil«,LS!I.p.  137. 

* "  llii*  is  a  qontion  to  lu  of  ■elf-pE«MmitKin,  that  niea  abore  all  init- 
ial or  eonstitatioaal  law.  The  aMUidn'i  dnjiger  is  aiioni  at  ot;r  b«aiti. 
Shall  w«  baixi  DVT  bowme  tonYcire  tho  stroke,  or  flb&U  we  nuitifuUy  icaiit? 
1)0  not,  gmUcmen,  allow  tba  rights  of  yoor  canstitut^nts  to  hold  Iheif 
loofivrtj  to  Iw  duciuwd  on  tliia  floor.    If  jroa  do,  their  blood;  hrutbRUnto 
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South  »lill,  for  a  while,  found  a  loop-hole,  at  die  verj-  last 
moment,  the  voting  even  now  was  repeatedly  ia  AtlaiiiB'6 
Taror.  In  Marcli,  1844,  Clinginan,  of  Nortli  CRrolins,  vnt 
abld  to  refute  the  allcgaticin  that  lie  and  the  Boutliuru  whigit, 
who,  like  him.  condcmtied  the  gag-rule,  hud  killed  ttf  hj  the 
simple  rcft-Tt-nce  to  tite  fftct  that  of  eighty  nortliern  demo* 
crat«  onljr  thirtueu  had  voted  for  its  oooUouanca.'  Spite  of 
this,  Adam8*8  hopes  were  once  more  deceived,  hot  decmvcd 
for  the  Iftjit  time.  The  JiicAmond  Enquirer,  the  Scrtest  iind 
most  Hidnential  battler  for  Van  Biiren  in  the  eontli,  thrmt- 
enod  the  democrats  of  Jfew  York  that  it  would  drop  him  if 
they  would  not  ndvocate  tlm  gng-nile,  and  the  threat  was  of 
arai).'    Tliis  lasted  until  the  cooTention  in  Baltimore,  but 

tour  hcTOnitcr  tdt  the  tale  of  tout  foUjr  and  their  tniaforttna."  UkU 
]i.  171. 

'  "  The  loidiug  epeedi  agiuast  the  iireni]r-Snt  rule,  aa  it  ia  oannoalj 
called,  waa  ninde  by  a  (fsnUeinin  Iroin  New  Toric  (Hr.  BaawMt?).  gaier- 
ally  Diid«(»ttxMl  all  over  tin  noith  to  b«  lug4t  in  the  oonfideiwe  <f  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  and  aupposed  to  reprewnt  bis  riews;  aad  the  detnacratic  papcn  ai 
Now  Yorli  and  rlsswheraclaiitifrKutcceditontbbiiooouiit  for  thm  p»itr, 
msiag  Eiuit  iliu  (Iviauciutui  ooagnu  is  oppuai^  U>  iha  ipw-nile  of  Uie  whi|t 
congraa.  Itiough  our  opponeiita  bare  two  to  odq  on  this  Boor,  yet,  vbnt 
m  get  Ihem  to  a.  direct  vot^,  Lba  rule  U  defeated  bf  a  buge  mojori^.  Out 
of  nmr  «i)(bty  dcniucratJc  m«mb«-n  from  the  free  tttatai,  with  tUl  puNuble 
eoaxing,  tlic>f  can  gtt  onij*  tbiitaen  to  Tote  ia  farar  of  tiie  rulo."  Kiha, 
LXVI,  I..  135. 

■Jaouiu^a.  IHl:  "I  told  Baudaley  that  the  action  of  the  booM)  npaa 
tbo  gag  would  dqicnd  cntiRljr  opon  the  pmcrcnuKn  ot  the  twcatf-aeTa 
niutnbun  of  th'tt  Hvw  YoHc  delegation,  and  that  I  wa«  told  the  "  Rkb- 
tDuod  Koqvirer  "  bnd  thraatened  tbat  ii  th«j  did  pcneren^  Vma  Dvna'i 
claim  to  the  pmideni^  would  be  forfeits 

"  He  ndtiutted  the  fact,  and  coid  that  lie  hoped  the  mcniben  woidd  not 
be  movisl  by  any  each  omsidetaljoiii  two  or  three  ireak-mliiM  nn 
miirht  be." 

Fcbruoi]'  T,  18U:  "Hie  New  Todc  dcmoixala  imre  bena  whipped  in 
bj  the  threat  that  the  touth  will  detect  Tan  Goien  :f  ha  biendi  jota  lo 
rt^Kind  the  rale,  with  a  promiM  oE  Calhoun  and  hia  party  to  aapport  Tan 
Buien  if  the  rale  ja  lelabed  and  the  tariff  broken  down."  Uun.  of  J.  Q 
Idanii.  XI,  pp.  468,  50S. 
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Ho  longer.  The  northern  democrats  took  the  bit  between 
[their  teetb,and  cotild  no  longer  lie  ooiitrollt'd.  On  tLc3dof 
fDeoeutber,  1S44,  the  25th  (at  the  beginning  the  2l8t,  and 

kUer  tlie  23d)  rule  was  repealed  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred 

and  eight  agninHt  (eighty. 

While  the  ijolitical  parties,  with  their  otherwise  very  looso 

coberencjr,  thrvateiied  to  fall  completely  aAuiider  under  the 

t weight  of  the  slavery  quRstioit,  ttie  tiiteails  which  held  the 
north  and  the  south  together  began  to  break  even  in  noil- 
political  life.  If  it  were  fated  that  the  Uuioa  should  be  bro- 
ken up  in  case  the  political  parties  became  geographically  con- 
tsolidabbd,  its  continued  exittteuee  iH^caiue  duuhly  iui|>oadiMe 
if,  MDiultaneously,  the  mme  geographical  line  was  to  become 
a  partition  in  tlie  ethico-roligious  life  of  the  people.  It  could 
never  become  snch  a  partition  entirely,  because  the  people, 
from  a  religious  point  of  view,  were  divided  into  too  nmny 
Hftmali  groups.  Tliiedivergity  of  church  organiuitions  did  nut 
permit  the  mau^festation  of  opposition  in  this  sphere,  in  many 
places,  to  become  too  fitrwngly  developed,  and  in  otliore  it  waa 
oovored  up  to  such  an  extent  that  it  jt^maiiied  unconscious, 
or^  at  least,  did  not  find  expression  outwardly.  The  very 
orgnniziLtion  of  those  eliiirches  which  Iiiid  taken  the  strongest 
stand  against  slavery,  such  u  the  UnilariaD  and  Congrega- 

Itional,  were  rto  firmly  based  on  the  principle  of  local  inde- 
pendence, that  tliey  could  not  properly  be  held  roeponsible  in 
tbdr  eolidarity  tor  the  views  and  actions  uf  the  separate 
congregations.  Only  a  few  chnrclies,  such  eBpccially  as  tho 
Presbyterian,  Methodi&t  and  Episcnpal,  had,  in  this  eense^  a 

IDatJonal  character.  In  the  case  of  the  latter,  thercforeii  the 
eepafative  power  of  slavery  asserted  itself.* 
Tlie  Presbyterian  church  dividetl.  in  1838,  into  the  old 
school  and  the  new  school.  The  ostensible  ground  of  sepa- 
'  In  the  Epiflcop^  church,  however,  no  (onnal  separation  took  pIsoB,  tc 
my  imowledge.  «vta  durinir  the  dvU  war. 


HH   JAOKSOK'B  AOlUNJTrRATtON  —  ANSBXATIOX  OF  TBXiflL 


ration  was,  indeed,  divergent  Wows  m  to  oortalii  doctrineB ' 
die  oliureli,  and  lience  the  divUion  woji  not  strictly  goograpb- 
teal.  Bat  erery  ono  know  that  actually  Uio  slavery-  qoiKiiioa 
was  oni!  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  quarrel.  Tlie  mv 
^hool  wliieli  niifi  only  weakly  represented  iu  t)ie  swuth,  took 
the  position  which  favored  freedom  most  But  svou  It  kept 
very  lancli  aloof  from  nil  very  radical  opinions.  Tlio  niorv 
intense  the  g«ueraj  eouQict  became,  tlie  more  cantious  did 
the  attitude  of  its  general  a^icinbly  become,  and  the  greater 
emphasis  did  it  place  on  tlie  necessity  of  Cliristisik  lore  ud 
forl)earaiioe.  Yet  it  never  ceaaed  tobe*rttttiiuoMy  to  the  sin- 
fnlne«g  of  glaveiy.'  The  general  aasemhly  of  the  old  fichool, 
on  the  other  hand,  adopted  the  policy  of  the  ostnch:  when 
the  slavery  qiieslion  was  mentioned  it  slnit  its  eyes  ood  itack 
its  hcud  in  the  sand.  If  it  did  not  precisely  plead  for  alar- 
ery,  it  thought  tliat  it  could  not  be  a  sin  nnder  all  circoin- 
stances,  6iuc«,  othcrvriee,  tlic  apostles  would  have  to  be  ansoMd 
of  having  winked  at  this  sin.*  This  posiiioD  was  Biirely 
chorea  as  cautiously  and  with  ns  much  policy  as  was  poeetblc. 
And  yet  the  old  eohool  wa«,  for  a  timc^  iu  dsDgor  of  seoiog 
its  bark  break  to  pieces  on  this  rock.  Jlut  finally  tlicir 
pastora  were  able  to  pitch  their  eong  of  praiac  of  tha  "mural 
sublimity,"  with  which  Uiey  had  happily  oiled  the  chatdt 
thmngh  between  tho  two  milletoueii,  in  the  highest  key.' 

It  caused  an  incomparably  greater  sensation  when,  aI^t 
the  general  asscnihiy  of  1&44.  the  Mctliodiet  Episcopal 
Church  divided  into  a  oorthern  and  a  eouthem.  tbeee  twu 
ur^nizations  did  not  actimlly  curreepond  entirely  as  to  tern* 
tory  with  the  free  and  the  t'laveliolding  statre;  hut  chat  thia 

*  See  Alb.  BaniM.  Tbe  Cbordi  and  Siavvrj,  pp.  147,  148. 

■OoodcU.  Slaniy  and  Anti-SlaTeET,  p.  166.  See  the  princi[4m  ol  dm 
old  Mbool,  laid  down  in  1845  by  Uw  gmetui  lammlAj.  in  StantdB,  V» 
Chnnfa  and  tho  RebelUan.  pp.  :!82-:!84. 

■Sm  J.  RoUiuoii,  "Vht  TntimoDj  uid  Piac&e  of   Ui«  PteA 
Chincli  tn  reEoence  to  Amtncao  31a««4Tt  pp.  114-117. 
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»afl  nearly  tho  case  i£  evident  from  the  rcry  nntn«.    More- 

I'ver,  this  dividioD  was  brought  about  very  directly  and  con- 

Jci>6«llj  by  the  slavery  quefltion.    And  liere  aJK)  there  waa 

quMtion  of  radicalism,    Tlie  northern  portion  did  not 

want  to  prohibit  ull  ptcachors  but  only  tho  bishops  holding 

^ilavee,  and  it  waa  mit  the  northcra  but  the  southern  portion 

rhich  caused  the  sep:u*ation.*     Siit  the  egeenttnl  matter  was 

not  OD  what  definite  pointa  opinions  differed.     The  import- 

'      lint  thing  was  the  fact  itself  that  a  difference  on  the  slavery 

I     question  tore  the  church  asunder.    Adama  is  reported  to 

^Bavr  wiid  that  the  sti-ength  of  the  anti-Blavcry  movement  Tirafl 

^Hrovcd  more  convincingly  by  this  act,  than  by  any  previous 

^Irent'     Tlie  eouth,  on  its  side,  declared  later  ihat  the  ftlar- 

(»cra^,  by  the  happy  emaiiclpntion  of  the  soathcrn  churches 

from  the  north,  hwl,  for  the  first  time,  made  it  possible  for 

itself  to  carry  the  Btruggto  for  its  intereet  to  the  pojtit  of 

breaking  np  the  Union.'    And  Clay,  who  was  ready  to  eac- 

riflce  ererything  for  the  one  great  end,  the  presor\ation  of 

L^M  Union,  now  most  anxiously  asked  himself  whether  thie 

Hwsrnption  of  the  Methodist  church  was  nut,  after  all,  the 

precoTBor  of  the  diaruplion  of  the  Union.* 


'Aooordi&gto  t)Micl<>«criptioni>f  tli«"'IViio  W(«le;iui,"dtJ>d  by  Goodeil, 
Slmreiy  and  anti-S!aTcir>-.  pp.  149.  IW. 

•"  .  .  .  hi  [Adiuns]  i«  naid  t«  hftvR  OMMr^d  hi*  mn,  lit  tho  timo  the 
Kotbodnt  ChuTcl>  broke  asunder,  thiib  otter  men  tnix^liit  hr-  more  iitarUed 
hf  tbo  £dutof  politic  aucoeu^  but  nothing,  in  hia  opiaion,  piomiaed  more 
Kood.  tn  Aovtui  laon  deail;  iixe  na\  tixcngfii  ot  tlio  antUlaveiy  move- 
(ii«nt,  than  ikit  momentoiu  event."  W.  Phillipa,  Speedies,  L«ctan«,  and 
l«U«n,  p.  i'JS. 

*Tbe  "  Southera  I'lTsbjrberiaa '  writca:  "Much  u  is  due  lb  tnan;  of  Our 
nvaeiouaand  ^W  polltjcians.  Ih^y  a>ul<l  vffniA  nothing  until  thenli- 
KWIU  aoioa  of  tbe  nortli  luid  aoatli  wu  duEolviKl.  nor  until  they  rNoirod 
the  tnond  copport  and  coOpenUioo  of  loutfaem  ChncLiana. "  Stanton,  Tha 
i.'iiurcii  ud  the  Bc^Ui«n,  p.  198. 

*  H.  Cky  to  Dr.  Booth.  April  7. 1845:  "  H  vm.  therefore,  irith  Ui«  dcop- 
AK  Kgret  that  I  heard,  in  ths  oounw  of  tba  fast  y  put,  of  th«  danger  of  a 
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WitFi  lite  Ecntacktan,  to  whom  )iU  ova  imtare  and  em 
Uie  geographical  situation  of  lii»  state  pointaj  out  m  his  nal 
li£o  ULsk,  the  role  of  tlie  mediator,  hope  stJIl  propoiidentoj 
over  foar.  Wliat  was  the  real  foandiiiion  of  this  hope,  if  the 
prophecv  of  Silas  Wright  atid  Daniul  Dickitiftoa  wu  Ten- 
fi»l,  and  the  victory  of  the  deiooerat«  in  tliis  presidential 
L'lectidD  lud  lo  a  fusion  of  the  ivhigi  aiitl  abolitionitts  ai  a 
liljertj  jwirty.whichpla^-od  "white"  against  "black"!'  And 
wlifii  tlic  course  and  the  state  of  the  prooesa  oF  dioeolutloo 
of  the  uationiil  pHrtiea  wiu  an  accnmteljr  known  Ha  it  Km  to 
the  two))otiticiansof  NewTork,  was  there  any  need  of  divine 
iuspinttiou,  or  iiv-iie  political  Hcomen  safficient  to  recognize  that 
thedevelopmeotof  things  tended  powerfnilf  in  that  directiont 

The  pruphecy  was  not,  indeed,  FnltUled  to  the  very  ]etUa. 
'Ilie  new  constnllation  nxiuired  an  manj  jreart  jet  for  il» 
forinatiou  as  Wright  and  Dicktasoa  had  gt\'eQ  it  monlhi 
aud  the  initiative  to  it  was  taken  hj  the  very  opposite  «ttlc 
Not  hj  tlie  whigs  wag  white  pla)^  agaliut  hlack,  bat  bl 


dirinoaoftbe  eliurcfa,mooaa>qtwnc«of  aiUflnrenceirfopiBiaa 
Ihei  delioUe  and  unhappy  nihin*  of  >hiTRr.  A  dtraOD.  lor  aiah  a 
wxwld  be  an  oTOnt  givnllr  lo  be  deplored,  belli  on  aoconat  of  ttw  efainbbJiaJf 
and  its  polilkal  ttfukoey.  twtMd  Maiwly  aar  peblie  oomnMe  hu  tap 
petted  for  a  loos  tine  that  pie  at  to  mudi  ml  comcrni  and  pain  at  tU 
tMoaocd  •epaMiti»a'of  tb«  chnicfc,  bgra  line  Umnring  all  tbeCmitataa 
OMMdOk  and  aU  Ibo  slavo atoto  oo  tb«  oUiec. 

"  I  w^  not  Ml/  that  nicfa  a  wparadom  woold  nicwirflr  pndneta  A^ 
Mluttoa  of  tti«  politkal  union  of  tiwM  itatM;  but  the  axanflo  weaU  bt 
fiaiight  witli  iouiitoaiib  daoccr.  aad.  in  ooOp<iatioa  wUh  otlirr  chmo  w 
ioctuiiaJtslj  mHaaif,  ita  teadsoq^  <w  the  rtalMlitjr  ol  tbe  eonledaaef  «mU 
be  periloa*  and  alanaiiie.''  Chjr.  Prir.  Conwp.  9,  85S.  See,  aUn^  th 
repvt  on  "  tBter*iMrwtth  R«v.  Dt.  HiU  ol  Looimlle^  Kf^"  "  AaA-^Mnn 
StaodaiO."  Julr  i*,  I860. 

•  Mr.  VVr^ht  Ui  Ui.  DiddiMOD.  Octobers,  ISM:  *' Tod  ai«  donbtloRiiitii 
tfaat  tbe  a«Kt  pboH  «C  fadenliun  w  to  be,  to  iliop  the  aaatMCf '  Vbfl' 
■ad  *  AboUtaoBNt,' and  adopt  that  of  '  Liber^  Pat^.'atid  trj  at  yate* 
t  <<  Uwk  and  white,  thai  ia,  ilwebaattbfaiwiw."  8(aedMk<^ 
,«ta,attJiclatcDMi.  3.  lUddiuco,  II,  p.  371 
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^JTrnM  wliitti  by  the  democrat*,  as  the  adiiercnta  of  tho  alavoe- 
racj.  Tho  starery  question  coritinno-i  aninterroptedly  and 
in  dreadfully  accelerated  time  to  make  tbc  rent  in  tbc  n*- 
tionnl  life  wider,  nnd  to  extend  it  on  every  aide;  but  the 
powerfnl  new  impulEO  which  it  received,  in  this  direction,  put, 
ftt  tho  same  time,  a  check  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  demo- 
cratic party,  and  aurrouaded  it  firmly  with  a  now  b&nd.  Ita 
old  progpummo  had  become  a  historicftl  recollection;  it 
henceforth  wore  tho  cockade  of  the  skvocracy. 

On  tlie  2Sth  of  Febrnarr,  1844,  the  cannon  PeRcemnker 
borst  on  ihc  ship  Pnrceton,  and  ecattcrcd  death  among  tbe 
crew  and  tbe  invite-l  giieats.  Among  the  dead  were  two 
members  of  Tyler's  cabinet,  Upshnr  and  Gilmer.  The  sonth- 
em  memberi  of  the  "kitchen  cabinet"  and  the  "corporiU'i 
guard  "  now  nrgcd  the  president  to  place  Calhoun,  as  eecra- 
tary  of  state,  at  the  heatl  of  tho  tiabintit  "Wise,  howerer, 
liad  had  the  nnparallelal  ehamcIeEiinc^e  behind  tlm  preei- 
ilenfs  l>ac'k,  hut  as  If  acting  under  hif  ordem,  to  invite  Cul- 
lioun  immediately  through  a  confidential  person,  to  accept 
tbe  secrctar)-sliip  of  state.  Tyler  submitted.'  Galiioim  ae- 
eepted,  dechtring  that  he  wonM  resign  the  office  as  aoon  as 
tbe  one  object  which  hud  determined  hiro  to  accept  it^  the 
annexation  of  Texas,  was  attained. 


itha  ffiMrt  at  length,  by  WJie hipiat'lf.    Seven  Docailts,pp.221<22Si 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

l-EXAS. 

The  treaty  of  April  30,  1808,  hj  which  Ote  Uoitod 
*oquiiiecI  llie  Louisiana  tcrritor/  hy  pupcbaiM  from  Fhuicr' 
ftucl  nothing  of  its  extent,  except  that  it  was  tho  terriUtij 
wliidi  S]>ain  had  cetltxl  to  Fmnco  in  the  treaty  of  Sao 
fouso  (October  1,  1800V    '^'^  ouDeequQnoe  of  this  wils  i 
long  aud  bitter  coutrovcra^'  Lwtwcoa  Spaiu  and  llie  Umun 
coDcerniRg  the  limits  of  ttio  territory  ceded.     The  wot 
verfiyoiiuld  not  ba  deuidod  tike  uii  jLcademicguesdoQ. 
party  WAS  able  to  adduce  nuuiberloas  arguineutfi  for  it>  own! 
vi^wof  ihettiui«,  but  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  ooDld  pro-j 
dace  any  proof  of  the  corrcctncee  at  ita  view.    Fnuioe^t  new^j 
even  if  not  without  weight,  could  not  be  tliogoreraingoiu^i 
if  for  uo  oUier  reason,  l)ecnuBe  these  news  had  bc«a  (ornwl| 
while  it,  too,  waa  au  intereated  poorer.'    "Wliat  the  panic*'] 

'  The  proriNion  is  quortion  ii  talceo  op  to  M  masjr  mod*  in  the  tnalj  J 
ApiP  %  Itnatk:  "Sa  U^jeslfi  Catliolique  piomit  ct  •'engasQdevw 
cAU,  a  rCtKic£dcr  A  ta  Rcinibllque  FWifaiBo  .  .  .  U  CblmM  oa  Viai- 
inm  d«  la  LantHiiine,  nee  In  mfmii  fifrniliin  qii'flln  ii  ■iliiftHgiiiiiiil  iialii 
In  Quiiiu  dti  I'EapagnOt  «t  qu'cUe  Avail  loreqtM  la  f^anae  U  |ii«rfih»l.  * 
telle  qa*eJto  doit  iin  d'aptdt  1m  trait&  ^taUt  ml  Bftiimii  iiwi  1 1  eiMii  I'b- 
IMVnfl  et  d'oatniEtat*."    8tat  at  L..  VIO,  p.  303. 

'",  .  .  tbiL  [tha  pioviiion  cit«d  In  tbetirKtjof  Ililaficiiiao]  miate' 
ignation  not  iMf^phioa).  but  poUtioal  and  ponemaj  —  ai  actokllf  po>- 
lemei  bj  Spttin  kt  the  oonoa,  ai  formerly  (irithout  rderrtwe  to  iblol 
yiMiQwed  Igr  Fnmo,  and  u  KtlwqtMDtljr  modified  b;  treattei  with  dbtr 
powen.  I  b&T«  DO  dcmbt  titottho  turtkla  waa  dnwa  with  tha  aqnanl*- 
taattOQon  thapsrtflC  France  to  talcepoannion  of  IhawlioloorigtiMlfloIav 
of  Looisiatuii  ai  gianteil  in  Cifioat'a  duut«r.  WlifUio  Spain  meaDt  (k« 
•ame  thing,  or  ondentood  the  utide  u  impact^  lo  tmch,  siaj  ba  qm> 
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wore  confronted  with  was  not  tlie  original  docnnieote,  bot 
itotiial  circumttauccs.  S]>ain  was  exluiustcd  to  tlic  oxtromo 
bv  the  French  wars,  and  all  Uic  «tn:iigth  that  vim  left  !ier 
uraa  claimed  by  hor  culonies  in  revolt.  Thia  it  vtu  that  de- 
ined  the  course  of  the  etrngglo  in  vliicli  tlio  dnll  mo- 
notony of  argument  wits  ecciwiuuull/  i»tcrnn)ted  hjblowa. 
The  Uuilud  titutcs  were  tlie  fitrongor  party,  and  the  stronger 
party  woa  right 

The  Union,  however,  was  not  the  stronger  to  sncli  an  ei- 
tent  tliat  it  could  huvo  completely  aswrtod  its  claims;  bat 
Iho  Union  moved  forward  and  Spain  receded.  The  treaty  of 
February  22,  1819,'  »]ecid©d  the  angry  controversy  about  the 
Floridm  in  favor  of  llio  United  States,  and  extended  their 
northwestern  boundary  below  the  furty-t-econd  degree,  riortli 
latitude,  to  the  Pacific  ocean.'    The  administration  believed, 


liooed.  Bat  both  partitMikiivir  that  if  a  qticstaon  of  cmiFlnididn  upon  the 
utidR  ahoiili!  iirtEv  botweea  them,  tiis  effinctJvn  mtn-iniction  would  bo  that 
«(  fnuioc.  It  Bppcon  won  £n>m  tbcm  public*biunE  in  tha  '  Cttr  Ouettu ' 
that  Uarboii.the  man  who  concluded  Uu>  treiUy  wiLli  ouriiI<-ni|iot£titiaHs, 
liAdon<«*«(l  Uiftt  UoVilcvriuitKUtof  I/)uuuuiai  and  at  the  llni«  whttt  tlift 
I/ntDsuna  ooDvmtioD  waa  ratiHed  bj  tlio  nnab?.  in  lf^3.  Jonathan  D^rton 
iMuni  in  hi*  plaos,  that  lAii«at  had  laid  him  at  N»w  Orii>iui>  that  vb«D 
the  tn)0|M  tlicD  expcoted  out  oif  France  ,  ,  ,  sbould  arritc,  tht'y  woold 
lake  poMewion  to  tiie  Ponlido,  witlioiit  aatdne*  any  queattons  of  Spain. 
Bat  wtien  France  had  acid  hi>r  bonrun  to  xa.  and  wanted  to  ••.-11  it  to  ob  a 
woond  time,  abe  changed  her  lone  — firat  «^uiTOCiit<il  iiml  cviidoil,  imJ 
SaaSy  decland  henvlE  point-blank  airuatt  us  upon  the  eu^tem  limit,  and 
nuffQ  f eeblj  mid  aaibiguouilf,  upcn  the  vtottcra."  Ucm.af  J.  Q.  Adams. 
iV,  pp.  220,221. 

•StuLatL.VIIT,  p.2S2Kq. 

*"Theaieknowledsin«ntof  a  d(<tinito  lino  of  boiindnirto  the  South  6m 
fortu  a  gnnt  cpocha  in  onr  hisioiy.  The  Rntt  prot'Oiuil  uf  it  In  tliis  Mgo- 
tiatioa  waa  roj  own,  and  I  trust  it  U  now  secured  bcj'inid  the  mich  of  rev- 
ocation. It  wat  not  <:Ti>n  among  oar  cJoimx  by  Hut  tn-aty  of  intI<>pCnd«nM 
«ith  Givat  Britain.    It  waa  not  amoniz  our  pvr^zxom  iindn'  Un-  xniirhaM 

',  Louuiana —  tor  that  gave  ua  only  the  range  of  ttie  Mi^iMippi  and  ita 
era.  I  fiat  intmduced  it  in  tlic  wrtLU^n  proposal  of  tho  31st  October 
■  [DJIS],  aflar  bavin);  ducuued  it  verbally  both  witli  Onii  and  De  Km- 
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and  liglitlj,  tliat  it  hud  achieved  a  great  victory.    The  eeuA 
cmpUaticAllj' agreed  in  this  vic\r,iii»6mucliasituaaDimoiul 
ratified  tie  treaty.' 

Tet  entire  satisfaction  was  not  given.    The  United  Stai 
protended  that  they  had,  by  the  treaty  of  April  30, 1803,©' 
taiuL-d  the  Kio  Grimdu  del  Norte  as  their  bonndary  In  the 
BOiithwest.    On  the  lOtli  of  July,  181S,  Adams,  the  eecrola 
of  state,  answered  to  the  propualtivii  of  the  racdiatiug  I'l-eii' 
aitibas^ador,  llyde  do  Xeuvillc,  to  cetahliah  the  Sabiuo  aa 
boundary:  "Inipossiblel"*     Preaideot  Monroe  and  all  the 
utlicr  nii;[iilH:rB  of  the  cabinet,  however,  utinounced  tliem-. 
selves  liiially  ready  tu  agree  to  Neuville'ii  proi>03ition, 
Adams  had  to  yield.*    As  the  president,  tliu  fiecrclarj  of 
treaaury,  the  secretary  uf  war,  ami  tlie  attortiey  general* 
beluaged  to  the  slave  states,  Beutoii  wa^s  right  \vlien,  iu  May, 
i8l4,  he  complained  that  "southern  men"  had  giveu  an; 
Texa-"?.'     Itiit,  at  that  time,  iio  une  seems  to  have  inquirad 
whether  the  slave  atatea,  as  auch,  had  any  particQlar  intereit 
iu  the  i|uestiaii.    Jaekson,  who  received  inCorination  from 
Adani@  of  tJie  proposed  buiiiidary  line  before  the  treaty  woi 
eloi^ed,  and  who  approved  it,  eaid  only  that  the  opposition, 
tt  an  opposition,  would  £ud  fault,  and  hts  own  alarm  w» 
oonfiiied  to  this,  tliat  now  hostilitloe  would  have  to  be  feand 
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wSk.    .    .    .   I  record  thefirstaaMrtion  of  ihis  claim  for  the  United  StaM'J 
aMmy  am."    Mem.  of  J.  Q.  Adum*.  IV,  p.  275. 

'Catk.'a  Works,  IV,  pp.  !M,  :U7;  Mem.  oi  J.Q.  Adams,  IT,  p.  S77. 

'Mem.  of  J.  q.  Adams,  IV.  p.  106. 

*"  I  bod,  mjHclf,  ia  the  n«K«tiatioa  of  oar  ti«a^  witli  Spua,  lalMmdH^ 
gtt  the  Rio  dd  Norte  iw  nur  boundai?,  and  I  adhered  lo  the  denuutAl 
Mr.  Monro?  and  all  hn  cubinft  diivct«d  me  to  forego  it,  nixl  ta  i 
take Ibe  Sabine."    At^HRi^'uSpeechof  ApnlU,  184ii,mtbeHi)uao< 
teaentati^>M.    NiW.  LXII,  p.  ISS. 

•  Monroe,  CrawforJ,  Caliioon,  Wirt 

' "  Boath^m  meii  4ti![irivt(]  m  of  Tnoa,  and  miido  it  non-gtbTCluUilf  I 
leie."    Nfl«.I,XVI.p.40I. 
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fwiu  the  IiiJiiUifi  removed  from  the  \resteru  Bhore  of  the 
Mie&iseippi.'  And  Bcntoa  htiu&clf,  wlio  first  and  most  om- 
pliaiically  uume  forwitrd  iu  oppusUioii  to  yielding  on  this 
jwiut,  leaving  tUc  "  right"  out  of  coasidcratiou,  contended 
only  lor  the  neco^sity  of  claiiniiig  every  inch  of  land  of  tha 
vnlley  of  the  Miidiesippi,  aad  of  its  tributary  streams* 

Tiie  veil  soon  began  to  be  toru  from  the  eyes  of  the  nouth. 
Even  while  the  transtictions between  Adn.ms  and  the  Spanish 
ambassador,  Onie,  on  the  Florida  treaty  were  pending,  ei-ents 
were  preparing  which  would,  eooner  or  later,  necessarily 
make  th^  uv^inieiition  of  Texas  a  vital  qpostion  to  the  alaroc- 
racy.  The  Hieeonri  compromise  luid  been  an  immense 
victory  for  the  south,  but  it  was  far  from  linvi'ng,  a^  yet, 
given  it  one-half  of  titc  tcrritorial,1nrid  of  the  Union.  In  a. 
comparatively  short  time  the  purts  wlii<:h  had  fnllcii  to  the  lot 
of  »]ft  very  won  Id  have  to  be  triLnaformcd  into  states,  while 
the  free  states  had  yet  immeostirable  tracts  at  thefr  disposal. 
It  was  procieely  the  straggle  over  the  Iti^sonri  question 
which  paved  the  way,  in  the  south,  for  tlio  recognition  of 
the  fact,  that  it  would  have  to  hrcak  through  tlic  southwest 

t)undary,  drawn  by  the  Florida  treaty,  if  it  would  main- 
hiQaa  strong  a  representAtion  in  the  senate  as  the  north. 
t  wufi  uo  mere  accident,  that  the  first  ecitfrcless  plan  made 
^}y  one  Jamea  Long,  not  many  months  after  the  close  of  the 
^Beaty,  U>  tranefonn  Texas,  with  its  population  of  about 
^BjOOO  inhabitants,  into  an  indcpc^ndcnt  rcpnhlic,  was  hatched 
'n  Miesissippi,  whose  fanaticism  for  slavery  was  not  iuferior 
even  to  tJiat  of  South  Carolina.* 

J  But  the  greut  prize  conld  not  be  won  so  quiclciy  nor  with 
lif.Ie  trouble.     The  proclamation  which  Long,  as  "presi- 
tnt  of  the  inprcmc  council  of  Texas,"  isanedj  on  the  23d  of 
<1Iem.  ot  J,  Q.  Atiwns,  IV,  pp.  ■23d,  ^. 
'Nitet.  LXVl.p.401. 
'See  Jiv,  Ii«mw  of  Uio  Ucxian  War.  pp.  11,  12. 
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June,  1819,'  gave  the  assui-ance  that**tbe  citizcnaof  Toutt" 
lia<l  lUwayii  lioped  that  whcii  thv  boundarj  line  betweca  tlit; 
Spaui«h  {lu^eceaioiia  and  the  United  States  waa  fixed  that 
tiiey  would  ha  added  to  the  Iatt«r.  Thie  wiu,  to  aaj  tb« 
Ica^t,  improbable,  einoo  there  woro  jct  no  ecttlen*  from 
tlie  Ciiion  in  Texas.  But  wlint  now  was  bold  aseertion. 
might  6f,on  become  &  fnct,  aince  now  the  colonization  of  the 
country  from  the  United  Statca  h^on.  To  promote  itseet- 
tlcmont,  Mexico  endeavored  to  ftttract  foreign  emigrants  bv 
the  granting  of  extremely  favorable  conditions.  It  does  not 
eeera  to  have  feai"ed  that  it  could  run  any  rielc  by  opming 
its  (loore  as  wide  to  [lercons  belonging  to  the  United  ?tatf»  u 
to  other  colonibta.  And  if  it  entertained  any  alarm  in  this 
respect  it  was  outweighed  by  the  friendly  attitude  wliichtlie 
Union  liad  assumed  towards  ita  ruvulntion,  and  by  the  ei- 
pecffttion  that  those  who  came  wuidd  be  preporulcrantly,  or 
even  exclusively,  Catholics.  Moses  Anstin,  of  Miiwoori, 
efTcctcd  a  large  land  grant  to  himself  for  the  founding  of  a 
colony,  and  after  bis  death,  a  little  later,   the  franduse 

'  Tlie  nioat  ewenUiil  pact  of  tbo  proclamation  ii  prioted  ia  a  tpttA  rf 
th^ropTBtnitulivcL).  S.  Kaufmuui.of  TaxBSjOngr.Olobo,  39Ui  Cong  ,  1*t 
ScH.,  App..  p-  909.  Severance,  of  Mutie,  myr,  in  n  rpwcb  ol  TtbnMty  4, 
1847:  "  L9DS  anil  hi*  piirty  nf  alioiit  Mvmtr-Bvs  tatn  left  Kabfeli;  fa 
Hieieaip|>i,  on  th«  17th  of  Jtina,  and  dwluied  tfas  tadepmleiMQ  of  lO 
Trine,  nt  NiKOKi^tKhna,  on  the  S4tli  of  the  Kuna  month.  Tbe  oppttMwm 
oE  th«  Spoaish  eoremment  ooutd  not  have  opcnttcd  w  severely  opon  Uim 
Hthejrrepnwnt,  fot  the^  could  aolhavo  beeniii  Texiia  more  thaaftdar 
or  two  wlien  Uiey  orBimi»-il  Ihpir  *  Sapwme  OciKOCiL'  Th»jr  had  l«ft 
Nntdies  ool^  ti'  dayt  bofan,  a  mere  bajid  of  lavleu  adrenturen.  .  .  . 
Not  a  man  of  Iheui  had  luiy  sort  of  tiUe  to  a  foot  of  laod  in  Tesat,  tai,  t» 
fvu  appeal,  none  of  tiictn  lud  cvi-i  lNM>n  in  'Tuxaa  boforo;  aad  tbi«i 
an  Hoe  men  who  m  came«Ujr  rcBUoatnitfi  ngaijuit  btaag  coded  to  S|«iit 
without  their  (nnaent."  CondT-  Globe,  39th  Ooogr..  &d  Sen..  An* «  P  ^ 
Vang  aftervatds  mteinA  into  an  alliance  with  Jobn  lAtilt«, «  notonoo- 
TpnUi  to  tboGnU  of  Mexko.  awt  was,  afltsr  nuiooi  adTeatuna,  shot  ia 
tbo  tbwtt  of  Moxiuo  bj  a  loldier. 
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made  o\'er  lo  hh  aon,  Stephen  F.  Aiiatin.  Tlie  latter 
hiok  hold  of  the  difficult  task  with  pirRiimspfcti(.»ii  «rid  en- 
ergy. His  companions  catiic  jiriiicl pally  from  Tennessee, 
Mie8i&&ippt  and  Lrmlgiaua.  He,  of  course,  permitted  them 
to  take  their  filaven  with  them.  Rut  he  did  more  yet:  a 
premmm  of  eighty  acres  was  offered  for  each  slave.  TexaB 
belonged  Ui  Mexico,  but  from  llie  year  1823,  it  became  act- 
ually a  colony  of  tlie  iilave*hoh!ing  interest  of  the  United 
States. 

It  was  more  than  time  for  the  slavocracy  to  get  a  footlioH 
ill  the  country.  A  decree  of  the  Mexican*  congress  of  the 
ISth  of  Jnly,  1834,  prohibited  the  iinpnrtjilitm  of  sluvea 
from  foreign  cunntriea,  and  the  coustitiition  adopted  in  the 
aamc  year  declared  all  chiklren  thereafter  born  of  bUvcs  free. 
But.  Texas  was  a  great  way  off,  mid  the  arm  of  the  Mesicau 
governiueiit  wait  not  long,  ^ow,  an  before,  liuttlcrK  caino 
with  tlictr  elaree  from  the  BJave  Btates  to  Texaa.  lu  thie, 
the  heads  of  the  individual  persona  may  have  been  haimted 
by  lai- reaching  projects;  htit  I  can  find  no  sujiport  for  the 
assertion,  that  Uck  of  it  there  was  a  definite  plan  of  the 
"sonth."  The  desire  to  come  into  the  possession  of  a  country 
so  extremely  blessed  by  nature  may  be  said  to  have  suffered 
no  intermption,  spite  of  tlie  Florida  treaty.  The  finst  serious 
steps  taken  towards  its  a<»]nisition  after  tlie  treaty,  did  not, 
Imwever,  proceed  from  tho  shivixiracy. 

Scarcely  hod  Adams  taken  the  presidential  chair  when  he 
made  an  effort  to  supply  what,  in  hie  opinion,  liad  been  over- 
looked in  the  Florida  treaty.  On  the  26lh  of  Mareh,  1825. 
be  canted  liis  ainboBsador  to  Mexico,  Poinsett,  of  South  Car- 
olina, to  be  instrncted  to  prevail  on  Mexico  to  give  op  the 
Sabine  line.  A  whole  scries  of  bonudary  Lines  was  proposed, 
of  which  the  Uio  del  Norto  was  the  most  we«t«rly.'    Altboagh 

'  Speech  cf  J.  Q-  Aduna,  ddivereil  in  the  houte  of  iepi«Mntativea  b 
fiaffmeoto  from  the  lAtfa  of  Jddg  to  the  7th  of  July.  I&».    Wuh..  16^8, 
106. 
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these  proposi  tin  t»  were  venr  badly  recoircd  by  Mexico,  Ai1»hi» 
wielied  to  liavo  dicm  renewed  tm>  years  later  m  ibe  form  of  a 
contract  of  pitrcliHse.'  Poinsett  was  to  offer  lialf  a  milDon 
[ir  a  million  doltiirs,  tooording  to  whtdi  of  the  boundarivt 
fontoniphled  Mexico  woiild  prefer. 

The  Tnitcd  States  had  become  stiffieient3y  acquainted  wttli 
Spanish  pride  to  know  with  wfcat  violcnee  it  woald  i4«  oii 
BgoJTwt  ?iich  a  job.  Poinsett  considered  it  best  lo  karD  tti<' 
tis):  committ«d  to  him  nDCxe<ated.*  But  it  waa  hoped  tlMt 
bitter  need  woald  teach  Mexico  hnmility.  The  proob  tb^ 
Mexico  had,  in  the  settlers  from  tfec  United  Slate*,  Wda 
CQckoo's  egg  iu  it»  nest  lud  not  to  be  waited  for*  Aimn 
told  it  so  to  its  face,  in  1^2",  In  words  wliicb  wwe  mdiH' 
blnnt  He,  indeed,  clothed  irfiat  he  said  in  the  tonn,  thai 
Mexico  did  not  eecm  to  attach  moch  Importanes  to  the  po*- 
MRsion  of  this  region  since  it  bad  int-ited  tlw  settlefiL  Bvt 
tbe  fom  changed  nothing  in  the  bitter  troth  tliftt  thtt  Nttlcn 
had  brought  with  tbcm  ■*  oar  principles  of  law,  frctdom  nd 
religion,^  which  had  idneadj  iarolrcd  them  in  a  oonSiec  widi 
Me.tico,  and  woold  surely  involve  tbera  still  more  with  her 
in  die  fntnre,  so  that  very  serions  differeoen  iMweca  the 
two  repnMies  miglit  easQy  grow  oat  «f  them. 

Bat  tho%,  after  all,  were  facts,  and  Adaraa  coald  properiy 
nfbr  to  them,  itnce  the  United  Suiee  had  do&e  twtbit^  t« 


■  Oil.  *.  MSt  UflB.  a(  J.  4^  .Um,  TU.  p».  SI.  Ml 

*"■    ■    .    Ul  loAancnktoaMlKtnwttiisivfortkafti 


-    ,"|a«^ 

pvdme].  TTpootoiRtvia  to  tfaarnapd  Stalely  be  iafamidn^  St  X«* 
ttlHii^ttathiiKHDalcraal^&iBfilTO,tkat  be  kwv  die  p«nfcM- 
«w  «Mr  iBtneiMye.  a>i  thM  ht  «w  pnoa^d  tM.  il  W  nJe  Ap 
"-r— ^  u— iiL — Btir1frTTrl1h«lhin|rianiMriiiiTrtiiiww.iliiaij 
exirthff.  tqws  wdtao  of  Mgyaw  t)rtv<M>i  tb«  tvo  cMaten."    Chy. 

•  A  «wed  ■**««*  had  Wm  Mi* '■  19»«  tr  MV»  ^Mrroitfal  ■»#• 
«Mta  te  twd  vMbk  a  ca^«KAMinlk  tW  iVrckrH  «  Ibe  led  mw. 
a  M^mM  Tow  tioM  Hem  b;  fmft.    StcFoalr.  TriwaadllaTteM. 
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bring  thorn  &bont.    It  wa«  somethingeiitirely  dilferent  vben 

Ittie  Union  made  use  of  McxicoV  unibarrassment  to  exert  an 
influence,  by  means  of  theso  circumstances.    That  Jackson 

!  did.  He  valtod  for  the  moment  whcu  Spaiu  set  mi  expedition 
on  foot  iD  Cuba  agaia&t  Mexico,  to  renew  the  proposiiioua  for 
purehaec  He,  aC  the  game  lime,  recalled  the  fact  that  rcv- 
olatiotu  biid  become  the  order  of  tlic  d&y  iti  Taxm,  uud  ttmt 
its  complet«  disset'erance  from  Mej.ico  hod  been  attempted 

;  once  already.'  He  did  not  c.\prce£  hiuitelf  with  the  Bamo 
regard tc*«u ess  of  con»c<|uences  entirely-  on  the  rcannia  vrhich 
lufldc  the  purchase  sc-cm  eo  nrgcnt  on  tlie  other  side.  In 
this  respect,  the  coiiditiou  of  affaira  bad  cliangcd  very  madl 

"■during  tlie  last  two  years. 

Ibe  cooslitntion  of  ISST  of  the  provinces  of  Ocwihuila  and 
Texas  united  into  one  state,  had  prohibited  the  importa* 
tion  of  slaves,  and  declared  all  the  childrvm  of  slaves  born 
tiierwiftt-r  free.  Not  many  weeke  after  Poinsett  had  boen 
ehargi>]  vrith  the  renewal  of  the  negotiations  for  purchase, 
Mexico  completed  tho  work  of  emancipation.  A  deci^ee  of 
the  15th  of  September,  1S39,  gave  all  elavce  their  freedom. 

'  "  It  U  Ui«  wL>h  of  tlic  praiiilcuL  that  you  Hhaitld,  witliout  ilday,  opva 
a  Bi^Uiitiun  witli  the  MoxiciU)  govt'mmuit  forthu  i>un:linMOf  m  mucUof 
Uic  provmi:«  of  TuxuB  u  is  bereiiiafter  desciiWil,  or  for  sucb  a  part  tlLonof 
M  (Ijt^f  can  \m  Induced  to  cedo  to  us.  lE  the  eume  be  coufonnuble  I«  «ltbor 
tif  (he  locations  with  whiclt  joa  arc  bcrcwith  funii^«d.  The  pruideat  k 
a«iueof  Oiw  diffioultira  which  may  bn  iuterpoted  LotfaeacoamplisbmeDtaC 
Uic  olyect  in  vicwi  but  be  •wnMt^nUy  Wieves  that  thericmof  tbo  matter 
wUidlj  it  will  be  in  your  jioirer  to  tiuliniit.  and  the  pecaaiiujr  conxideratioB 
which  yau  will  be  out^riijed  to  pro]^io^e,  vill  enable  you  to  efToct  it  He 
w  iDiIacc'tl,  by  u  da-p  conviction  of  tbc  real  nocesutdr  c^  the  proposed  aoqai- 
gition,  nut  only  as  a.  guajtl  for  our  wi-utem  fnuitier,  and  the  proteetMB  a£ 
9i'cw  l>loaiie,  but  aiaa  to  wcuro  forowt  l«  Uil<  iuliabifanla  ul  thu  tuU«j  of 
(hoMianssipintlieunditpututlanduDdislurbei)  puiumuonaf  the navigatiDn 
of  that  river,  tugvtber  with  tbe  bdie(  that  Uw  pnseni  momeot  a  purtioa- 
liAy  f&vurubln  for  the  purpoM,  to  requeat  your  early  and  naitmiltiag 
ottanttioo  to  Utt  bubj^ct. 

"...  The  want  o[  ronfldcinoe  and  nctprocal  attachment  lii>tireen  tba 
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The  Ainerican  eettlers  in  Texae  yielded  do  obodioDce  to  Uu»u 
Uws,  and  tli«  goverDiiieiit  was  so  powerless  agaiiiBt  them  tlia: 
an  attcmjit  was  loade  to  prercut  another  revolution  bjr 
spreading  the  rumor  that  it  wua  iiileiidcd  to  except  Texas.' 

This  ho&tile  attitude  uf  Mexico  towards  elavcrj  had  alarmfd 
the  south.  Before  general  emaucipatiOD  had  been  decreed, 
the  sUracracj  l>olicvcd  tliat  danger  was  approachiog.  Tbi- 
Penritti/lvania  Qazctte  advised  that  for  tlic  prtwint  the  proj- 
ect of  pureha&e  should  be  desisted  from,  for  Hie  rea»oD  Uiat 
the  territorj  to  be  aociuired  might  easily  become  the  prey  of 
the  slavocracj.'    Tlie  Oenius  of  Univarwtl  Emancipatuta 


soremment  and  lite  pnuat  intiabilanla  of  Tesa»  \thA  SpaaUi],  ftcn 
wha.tevLT  cflnm>  ariung,  'w  too  notorioui  to  nqnini  vluculution.  It  baa, » 
the  third  Fpnoo  of  Svc  yrnn,  ditplturod  tlwU  in  sot  Im  than  fooi  nrolb. 
nnp<rf  tbftm  haTinirforitJi  ari>ir(idolQMttiii>tndepmdnoeof  tfaeooontiT.'* 
Van  Buren'fl  InstrutlionR  to  Poinwtt.  Amfast  25.  1829. 

'  Tlic  BccrriaiT  of  »tatc,  Akman.  mformnl  tho  Mexican  ooognak  in 
IS30:  "UliH  indepeudenco  of  the  Noitli  Ameiicaiu  in  Tcxu  fa  ndt,  aad 
their  ■npcrii^rity  bu  uriTcd  at  nuch  a  point,  that,  aotwitliiUBdtnf  Ik 
abolition  of  «1iiri-t7  d^crmd  on  the  L'Jth  September  ]mX,  b;  vntae  «l  Hie 
extrftordtuory  powi^re,  the  counnftnilant  on  the  ftontim  of  that  etat«  W 
itab-d  thiLl  he  hod  no  hope  of  ever  aeeiBir  thai  decree  ob«jod.  nnJeM  »• 
loroed  by  graater  uteoni  than  ho  hod  unrt/r  his  ctioiinatid.  Thit  rmirtannt 
bas  brou^t  things  to  such  a  paw.  thnt,  it  waa  Uiouglit  to  lutT*  baen  dM 
canwof  ftninxiirn^ction;  ami.  in  ortlrrti^  avoid  thi«,  itwx!  (tirnk  o«rt  that 
tbia  dqnutmenL  inu  emxtptcd  froiD  the  openvlion  of  Uic  d«>cree,  by  aothfv 
i^,  not  of  an  eipren  provision,  but  vhidi  ii  ^ay  exttaonlisarr.  b;  ■  |n- 
Tato  letter  nitton  by  Gem^ral  Guerrero  to  General  Tetan,  aoaunudaBt 
general  of  tlii^  ouitem  sUteo,  aiitboriiins  him  to  inform  the  eoloniati  thai 
the  decree  In  (|nwt)<m  did  not  embmfc  Texan.'*    Ei»c.  Doc,  2Stli  Congi., 

sa  8m..  Vol.  xn.  No.  a'.i.  p.  sis. 

* "  Tnit>.  Ui9  iiiiuorit.;  of  llie  (i^ople  are  opposed  to  the  eitauioB  of  dav- 
07;  but  will  that  m^orit^  Act  eRidGDtl/  at  tha  prcwnt  time?  We  kara 
■troDB  deuhta  of  this;  and  ansdeddedljrof  the  opioion  that  tba  iriaeat pol- 
icjr  wiD  be  to  defn-  the  poicliBM  tinti)  the  public  mind  i>  fullj  prcpamil  to 
mtnvt  the  Mcteiuion  of  eUT«iy  bejoad  tbe  linubi  of  its  pmeatcziitGaot.'* 
flia  war  in  1*610*  ...  a  cmadn  aeainit  Unxko.  kI  ob  foot  wA 
•uppoitod  br  aUTCholden,  huad  ifMealaton,  ete..  tSK.    1  haw  aaoA  Um 
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called  abMnnb&iEci  the  fact  that  there  was  question  of  acquir- 
ing the  material  for  five  or  six  new  elave  states,'  and  in  say- 
lug  no,  Bald  only  what  had  hoen  repeatedly  aud  openly  said 
before  by  the  Kouthem  sfMiltesinen.  Benton,  at  tJie  time 
•enator,  bad  ahvady  net  himself  up  under  the  oanie  of 
"  Atuericanus,'*  in  the  St.  Louie  Seaoon,  as  a  skirmisher  for 
the  iilavocnujy.  He  uccneed  Adania  of  having  abaiiduned 
Texaa  iu  tho  Kloridii  treaty,  fn>m  enmity  to  tlie  interests  of 
the  south,  and  without  any  necessity.  In  riew  of  the  danger 
which  oould  not  be  estimated  too  liighly,  of  having  a  fureign 
free  state  bo  clo^e,  he  characterized  tbe  magnitudo  of  tlic  loBS 
sofforod  by  (iayiug,  that  Uie  territory  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  form  half  a  dozen  or  more  very  respectable  slave 
stated. 

Tbe  soutbom  press  joined  in  tUo  melody  with  a  load  flour- 
ish of  trumpets.*    Bat  Mexico  not  only  rejected  the  offered 

HCODd  edition,  rhiltMlelpiiia,  1837.  Uenjiuiiin  Lundl  la  the  aatharoE  thfl 
JooiiaeiiL    CliiuiniuK,  Work*,  II,  p.  180. 

'  "  We  eanwol  lougrer  diapiiaa  the  fact,  that  the  advocaln  o(  tUrerT  «» 
t««ol*e<l,  ti  till  hAx&rds,  to  obtain  th«  t«rrit4r7  in  qwvtioiir  if  powble,  for 
tbe  avovred  puiposo  of  oddinff  liire  or  six  more  d;ivelioldi»g  statca  to  tltia 
Dnion."    l«th  of  September,  18-29. 

*Tlia  "  Gdffafleld  Carolinian,"  which  was  conridcrcd  the  otijim  of  Mo- 
Doffie,  said  in  a  re^viow  of  Bi>nton'»  urticlc:  "  Tbi<  l^ijco  tngtaaAoititt 
Uiadaitppi  Tallcf.  affording  suiEdcnt  teiritotr  for  four  or  Hw  ilawholdins 
•bUe*,wa*  uni;ereiti(juitiu&lyui£titloedwith  Kanelj  a  pretext  of  a  demaed 
icK  it  on  tbu  piurt  of  Spiiin.  i'h"  tunu  of  tho  negotiation  va«  dnring  Ui« 
beat  of  the  dcbabo  on  the  Miuouii  quceldon  —  tho  plnco  was  Wuhingtoo, 
wbitlwr  the  negotiation  hod  been  unnwessaril;  removed,  whil«>  it  waa  pro- 
ocedxng  pnufonmij  at  Madrid,  and  wbcm  tho  rt^rictioniata  went  then 
HNmbltKl  in  ali  Uidr  lUvugrth,  and  tho  negotiator  was  Mr.  Adams,  tho 
taitad  and  ataodatc  of  tho  mnt  tboroutfbKoJis'  HmoDg  those  rcstriclioH- 
ials.  '  Americaiiui '  exposes  the  erib  to  the  Cnited  5tatt>s  of  Qm  nureti- 
4«r,  tinder  twi>lT«  distinct  h«ad*.  Two  of  tbem  of  portimlar  interest  to 
•wtjon  of  the  connto'  air,  that  it  brmga  a  noD-alarcholding  empire  in 
JoxtspositioD  with  tbe  slavaholding  toathw^tt,  and  diniiiiisHss  tho  outlet 
Jar  Um  ladliaiM  itUubiting  tho  states  of  Gooivia.  Alabnoia,  Uisasspin  and 
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five  millions  but  took  meaEures  to  koep  the  friends  wlio 
tlmiikod  Ucr  for  hop  gencrosilj  by  endeavoring  to  tcartlie 
whole  coiintrjir  frum  lier,  from  tier  tliroet  id  fnturc'  Bnt 
neither  tlic  adminihtmtion  nor  the slsvocrney  permitted  itself 
to  be  dibiurhed  by  this.  The  Americ*n  ehartje  iraffairet 
ill  Mexico  wad  iudced  of  opiaion  that  an  immL-diale  n  prising 
iu  Texas,  uhiuli  M'i>uld  have  made  it  drop  of  it«clf  into  the 
lap  of  ihti  Tiiitcd  States,  ehonld  bo  calculated  on  no  longer. 
He,  however,  tliought  that  the  revolution  wag  postponod  onlv 
for  a  year  or  two,  and  expressed  tho  conviction  that  a  ba^ 
g»]n  would  bo  more  easily  wrung  from  Mexico,  in  proper- 
tioa  as  £ucli  was  demanded  of  hor.' 

Tbwwwi."  lite  Wu  m  T«xa>,  p.  Ij.  Sevenl  nnUar  attnanon  \ij 
uUicT  jounuUi  uc  printed  in  Jar,  Rcrieir  <A  tlw  Ueiioui  War,  pvw  IS,  U. 

'  "  tn  leu  tliaii  ten  ycart  after  the  eotamcnoemeiit  of  the  aeUlemeBt  tt 
Ttaciu,  tho  law  orf  the  fith  of  April,  18W.  wan  paaM^  by  the  Hencss  un- 
greai,  forhiddind  Uw  ftuthcr  Mttlmtent  of  thodliseiu  of  the  tfaited  6Ue» 
in  tfaa  OMintiy,  and  forbdilding  tii«ir  entering  Ute  toar/tij  witboat  poNpecli 
boo  (he  pnper  authontuar;  whQe,  at  the  ■ame  time,  the  people  df  ■! 
other  ooontriM  mre  not  oml;  permitted  te  owae,  hut  invited  ta  arttte  ia 
the  ooonirj.  .  .  .  This  woe  oU  the  vuiic  of  Qtitiib  iaflaimcc."  To  Ih'* 
HoR-  J.  Q.  Ailanu  nnd  the  other  twenty  memben  of  oonBima  ,  .  .  w 
laoDrtnLthift  ogaiaei  the  anocxatawt  of  Texac,  p.  2. 

■  Aulhon;  Butler  to  Tu  Boreo.  Uarch  9.  ISM:  "  Hiul  \m  [Alunaa'*} 
Ivi^Mt  been  adopted,  as  t«cotnmended,  I  am  confident  thut  it  terotnlMB  m 
that  pcaib«e  noold  iraiaediatelj  hare  foUoved.  and  Texas  booooM  oon. 
h|f  a  nonmaat  anone  tbe  peopio  IhenuulTei,  vithoot  oMtbig- thi  goran- 
inanb  of  the  Uwied  States  a  doUw;  hoi  the  nodi&ation  of  Ihe  plan  ng- 
getted  on  the  port. of  oODgRSi  wxU  leare  t  be  populatioa  but  liltte  to  eoraptaiB 
oCaadtna<)iuUty 8UV,thettfix*,ooalui>efor ajearor twolooKcr,  .  .  . 
Tonvill  penrive  that  the  DaoataqrhimMlf  (Alamaa]  niyKestBa  pnifaa- 
faili^  of  our  daiminc  tarhloiT  ae  far  vert  as  the  Rio  Giaade,  and  I  ha«« 
n  BaDBged  as  tt>  aavnirthcci  that  iiapnanon  w  his  nuod  (wilbgut  ooai- 
mittmg  mywdf  or  the  ffovonunent),  aa  one  toeana  of  fociliUiiitjf  tlw  ndnv- 
oaMknirhnmoometoacgotiatefotlheoountzTi  oad  the  fuhm to lalify 
the  tnatv  of  UnuU  hoe  been  in  oonnectMi  with  that  tobjed,  a  mttt  fiort- 
naala  cnni  for  qb,  tKat  taajr  ba  tomeU  to  good  aeeoanL  I  ha>«  awv 
aiteed.  VGt7  inti«faH""1y  that  the  Mcsicaa  govasusol  an  baccwjag 
anxioaa  on  the  queetioo  of  linuti  and  bosadaty  betveea  the  Cnilod  Stata- 
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)at]Bc!!N|AA|piKk  the  firat  poiut  was  shiircd  hy  oUiers  alsu,' 
and  culien  yH  spoke  HtUe,  but  were  nil  the  more  indostrioiis 
U>  make  tliat  n  f»ct  wtiicli  the  fanner  pro])hei;lcd.  The  agU 
talurs  wore  detcniiiuc-d  by  ver_y  different  tnotivee,  and  htnce 
the  ^Cation  nUo  assumed  very  diili?ront  forms.  Tlie  n-est, 
M  on  io  itiuujt-  other  uccasiou-s,  was  moved  bj  iu  pa;»8ion  for 
territorial  maguiludc.  Tiiia  was  the  govenitng  motive  even 
with  Uenton,  and  it  caused  Olajr,  who  liad  no  incliiutioii 
toward  tlie  prupagaiidism  of  ftluv-ery,  tu  euuperutuu'iLli  Benton. 
ID  this  question.*  That  woe,  after  al  I,  a  passion  in  whicli  there 
was  a  certain  soaring  elevation,  and  which  even  was  not 
wanting  entirely'  in  idealism.  Whvii  tlie  press  and  the  }M>liti- 
cisne,  in  their  deciauiatiooe,  eent  the  "yoimg  eagle'*  of  the 
^fcUnion  winging  Ins  way  proudly  iu  his  flight  itum  ocean  to 

anii  Unxicoi  aud  I  have  been  mon  Uuld  once  npinroaclied  on  Lha,t  ralgwi, 
but  alwa^  found  tnnuifl  to  tivadc.  it,  leavmt;  them  uni!er  Uin  influence  of 
wUftt^rur  ihe^  imagination  caijfbt  croat«  to  Kwaken  miBpicaon  oc  alarm 
Ibetrfaan.  it  :niitmctioiuwereetTeDiiietoiiri[«  oardaiintotlietenitonr 
w  for  wait  w  tbo  Ria  Gnuide  d«l  Norte,  or  p'^rmiwioD  to  nse  the  pretcn- 
■ioD  a*  an  auiilian',  Uicrc  b  no  doubt  ot  tU  being  made  to  operate  tetjt 
fanrablj  on  the  »pe>;t«d  nogotiation  for  Texas;  and  tho  claim  could  lie 
mpluTed  to  icmOTO  oktjcctioDB  Khich,  without  ■oiov  aid  of  tbii  ebamcter, 
niglit  terioiuly  emtiornui  the  procradlng."  Eiec  Dou^  2^  Conp'., 
_fti  9eM.,  Vol  XII,  No.  Hbl,  pp-  ^H.  ^12. 

■Tlw  "Aikanu  GaEctte"  at  tbc  lamotome  inotc:  "No  hope  nee<) 
be  entertained  of  our  uquinngTexaauntn  soineotl^r  partymoni 
'  to  the  United  State*  thiui  Uic  present  nhKll  preJaaiinate  in  Texie, 
and  purhupi  not  until  the  people  of  Tairaa  sboU  throw  ofT  the  jvke  of  alle- 
giaacata  Ibnt  gOTumtnuiitt  vhich  tittj  will  do,  uo  doubt,  bo  toon  as  tiwy 
•haU  have  arenAuiaUe  prvt«zt  (!)  fur  doineso."  S])cecb  of  J.Q.  Adams 
.    ,    ,    from  tho  ICIh  of  June  to  the  Tth  of  Jul;,  p.  13S. 

*  •'  llio  nppctit':  for  Tesiu  wii»  from  tlie  fint  a  wefftem  paeiion.  etiina- 

lalod  by  no  one  inoTu  R^ccdilj  than  by  Henry  Clay.    He  bad  denocmoft) 

tke  llorida  treatj  far  fisiai;  the  boundary  at  the  Sabine,  and  }i«M  and 

the  doctrine  that  vto  Ehoold  b%vo  inEiat«d  upon  our  Bbadow  of  a 

bo  Umi  Bio  dd  Norte.    Prvadcat  Motuoe  actaoll;  pnfcrrod  tho  line 

[  tbe  Sabine,  thialdng  that  the  FXl«niion  of  tlit*  botmdui;  would  weaken 

:(k(MM-"    U<ia-c{J.I).Adjuni,XI,  p..'US. 
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ocean,  tlie  picture  was  one  whicli  miglit  well  awakeu  the  qd- 
tlmsia^m  of  tlm  masses.     But  if  the  tires  of  tliis  enthueiagiu 
could  be  at  all  fanned  to  eucli  an  extent  tbst  tliev  uiight  go 
beyond  a  mere  flare,  tliey  liiu3  to  \x  energcticaJl}'  and  cou- 
tinuallj  stirred  by  a  thuusaitd  hands,  and  these  could  tu  | 
found  oiiljr  in  case  the  cause  was  made  their  own  by  a  mate*   " 
rial  i»ersonal  interest.     Tliis  was  done  by  moans  of  three 
land  companies  established  almat  the  year  1830,  in  New 
York,  —  the  Galveston   Bay  and  Texas  Land  Company,  tbo 
Arkansas  and  Texas  Land  Company,  and  the  Rio  Grande 
Company,  which  acqnired  the  land  grant*  made  by  tlie  'JS.ex-    i 
lean  government  to  empresarios,'  and  made  tlio  lands  the 
liadis  of  stocks,  which  they  managed  to  bring  among  the 
people  in  large  q^nantities.     It  was  a  pure  bubble,  but  tlie  | 
de»ire  to  grow  rich  in  a  night  liad  begun  to  rage,  and  thou- 
«AT)ds  were  caught  by  the  shining  bait'     It  was  not  to  bo 

■See  vmceniing  this  contmct,  mote  minutely  ia  KooDOdr.  Tex&i,  1,  pp. 
3:16-341. 

*"Thow  levetal  companict  cr^atod  'atocbi'  opOD  tfaa  buna  of  tbMo 
'irmiil*.'  and  thrcw  them  into  tho  miu-kcL  Thej  aim  asatA  'ecnp,*  bo- 
tiiorizins  the  ho!f]i>rs  of  it  to  tJik*  pOMrtwon  of  MrtAin  trnds  of  land, 
within  the  linn  miij:kv<l  outou  tli«  ni&p  as  lh«  bouadari^  o£  tLeir  nap«ct- 
ive  gmiils.  This  'ecrip '  embi'aced  tiiicta  of  vnnoui  dimenBonir  and  wh 
•old  to  any  who  couid  be  induced  to  puKhMC,  At  such  pricM  a«  owild  ht 
obtained.  To  a.  Aorta  /id*  witler  (and  none  «lse  could  obtain  load  it  pie- 
tended  to  conv^),  it  could  b«  of  no  advanti^  whatever,  or  tlie  faalitiw 
and  expenses  of  procarinj;  hU  trxeU  accordiciK  to  law,  would  bo  the  Has 
whetb«r  ha  bctd  tfari  wxipor  not.  Ever;  cmt  paid  for  it,  tli«reFore.  wu  ■» 
modiloM  to  the  wittier,  aud  gain  to  thi;  ooni]wjif.  AlUioiigfa  thew  oon- 
paniH  could  only  hold  tlieir  ^iranta  through  the  me'dium  of  tho  emproa- 
liM,  for  tho  liroitpd  period  of  mi  yi»ju»,  and  on  thn  <txpPM«  condittoo  of 
■ettlinir  a  specified  nnmbirr  of  ^mSlim,  thcj  drnlt  larRrljr  in  tlwir  '  stocl.' 
and  sold  itntnvnii'i  quantiUcA of  '«crip.'  iniiumiich  tbnt  an  immmM  ainomit 
of  money  hu  no  doubt  been  reailied  hj  tiitm  —  whtla  VC17  few  aeUloa  <ia 
many  at  Ihn  tfTonta  none)  hare  Itwn  introdan!d.  By  ablaimng  fron  tlw 
gijveruLiii^ut  An  oitcniiiiw  of  the  tdmo  utipulatod  for  tlin  fulfilment  of  COn- 
Uacta  mudu  with  the  cuipreearioe,  th^  hue  been  enaUttd  to  oontioae  and 
ioacttse  th^  oper&tioaB  upon  a  grand  Kal*.    lluKmBda  ia  firioua  parti 
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Bxpected  that  Hexioo  woold  over  recognize  the  wortlilees 
'land  titl^a.     Tlioso  who  b/^na  fidf  or  mala  fid4  liad  Rouglit 
tlieir  fortiiDB  in  tluTn,  oould  therefore  never  got  back  their 
Hinoney  except  in  cns«  Texas  fell  into  tbe  bands  of  people 
who  were  willing,  by  fiub^ncnt  legnllzfttion  of  the  swindle 
of  the  Inrd  componies,  to  give  the  "scrip"  a  real  value.. 
Buteren  before  this  lurgo  olaas  of  interested  pereona  had 
me  into  existence,  a  bold  aU venturer  had  ect  to  work  toreiil- 
that  which  vasEo  soon  to  become  soimporlant  a  matter  to 
,e  money-bags  of  tbe  former.    Among  Jackson's  favorites, 
tnnel  ilonston  occupied  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
places.    This  friend-hip  dated  from  the  time  of  Jackson's 
Tndinn  battles  in  IS14,  in  wbicli  the  youn;,'  lienteiinnt  had 
•ttmclcd  the  attention  of  the  general  by  his  extraordinary 
bra\'cry.     KxciU>nient  was  the  atmosphere  in  which  the  man, 
who,  even  when  a  Itoy,  had  shared  the  roaming  hnntinglifeof 
;ho  Indians  for  throe  ycar^,  H^cd.     Fcreonal  annoyances  de- 
termined him,  in  1818,  to  quit  the  Bcrvicc  and  to  try  hin 
bind  at  poJiticB  and  law.     At  school,  he  had  Icnmcd  little 
more  than    roadinjf,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  he  now 
nishcd  his  legal  studies  in  six  months.    He  nndcrstood 
tboorts  of  bold  initiative  better  than  tlio  doctrine  of  right*, 
bnt  notwithstanding  this,  he  became,  in  a  few  ycnr^an  attor- 
ney who  was  much  songht  after,  and  an  influential  politician 
in  Tonncsece.     After  he  hud  been  a  member  of  conjjrcM  for 
four  ycurft,  be  wjv^  chosen,  in  1S27,  governor  of  the  state,  by 
ft  largo  majority.    He  bpinight  thin  eucueesfid  career  to  a 
close  in  a  uiannor  wbich  cause<i  a  great  deal  of  talk.     He 
tnddenly  turned  his  back  on  the  eiviliwd  world,  and  went 
Again  among  the  Indians,  taking  pleasure,  even,  in  wearing 
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\  the  Dnitnj  Statm  hstre  pmchiued  th«  tcrip  ianed  bjr  them,  and  an  tn- 
1,  of  ooune.  in  (lie  adopfiOD  of  meaaaret  to  Iflgalixe  their  daims. 
lii  COD  never  bo  done,  however,  while  tha  lawa  am  in  tame,  oiulcr  wbicb 
Uu  col-mizatioo  pnvil«geii  were  obtiused."    He  Worin  Teiu,  p.  21 
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their  costume.  Ho  tnrned  np  once  mora  in  "Wnshingtoo. 
in  tlie  beginuing  of  1S30.  Tlie  general  public  only  knew 
Uiat  lu;  was  vntlearoring  to  ohtnin  »  contract  to  mippljr  itic 
Indians,  which  vould  have  cheated  Uio  guvcrament  to  Uk 
extent  of  about  one  1ti:i)di«d  j)erceDt.,aud  thnt  JiicksoD  vra« 
intent  un  doin^  his  old  oinpaniun  in  tirnis  the  kindness  ul 
letting  him  Imve  it.  Bnt  Jackson  himself  irns  informed 
after  a  few  moiitli*  —  in  case  he  did  not  know  il  from  the 
first  —  that  Iloiistun  hnd  liad  nnother  Iron  in  the  fire.  Do^ 
tor  Muyo,  a  |>er>u)n  well  known  in  politiciil  circles,  informed 
.lack&on,  by  a  letter  of  llto  2d  of  December,  1830,  thai 
Hotintun  had  disclosed  to  hira  tliat  lie  wonld  within  twvUv 
monthe  dis«;vcr  Texas  from  Mexico;  tliat  volnnleert  were 
already  secured  tlironglmtit  the  Union  for  the  rurulntionarj 
attempt  which  was  to  be  executed  withtlie  asHiHtanoQ  of  the 
Indians  of  Arkan»Lsand  which  would  bring  bonmlloMwealtb 
to  all  the  participant!!  in  it*  Athoagfa  Uieee  disclosuro*  wen 
confirmtMl  and  completed  from  otlier  quarters,  Jackson  pre- 

'  S«  the  detoQi  in  Unjo.  FoUticBl  Sketches  a(  E^gbt  Y«an  in  Warisar 
ten,  pp.  IIT-r^.  W(^  hen  cHaonfy  tJi«  dkmi  important  pauagB  bus 
the  lett«t  of  the  2il  oi  Dcttmbcr,  1830:  "  I  leiLnit  from  liim  (HotWtMJ 
theae  facta  and  ipccuklioiu.  m. :  Tfaat  he  ma  (KBanitiiiff  an  nfrtiBtiM 
•giUiutTosiui  ta  ofTonl  a  cloak  to  which,  lie  had  asmna)  the  btHaa 
GOtfaime,  habita  and  franciiklMns,  by  MtUiog  amone  Uiem,  in  the  aeith- 
borfaood  of  Texan.  That  notbin?  wna  mon  eosjr  to  oooomplish  tbaa  tb 
con<tueal  oni)  poaaeaaion  of  that  cxtenaiTQ  and  fertile  cauntrT<  by  tha  arSf 
etotiou  of  the  Indiani  in  Arkwiiuu.  and  rvcniita  a^tonjc  the  citiaeoa  ot  thr 
United  Stale*.  Tbat,  in  tus  Tiew,  it  wonld  bimll}-  be  BOctaMiy  to  atnln 
a  blow  to  wrest  Trxaa  from  Mexico.  'Ilait  it  wai  ample  foe  the  wlabljih- 
iDCntanilniiunUnancoof  aacpoiala  and  iadepeodent  gOTenmant  faoa 
the  United  Sloths.  That  the  expedition  would  be  goi  x^kiiy  wttb  all  po«- 
■ible  di^patcb;  that  thv  demonstratioa  would  and  miut  be  made  in  oboat 
twelve  mootha  tzom  that  tiDi«  [Fitbniaiy].  Tbai  tbo  eTcal  of  ntam 
opened  the  moat  nnboundtd  proapect  of  wealth  to  Ihoae  who  wnd  J  md- 
boric  in  it,  and  that  it  wv  with  a  view  to  Eui])tat«  his  nxnalta,  be  wudwd 
to  elevate  binueU  in  the  psUio  outfidenoa  Vr  the  aid  of  mj  oomauuoci' 
dooa  to  the '  BiOaatmi  Eaquirar.' " 


I 
I 


i 


butler's  PROrOSITTON. 


663 


t'ndetl  to  attacli  ni)  faith  to  tJie  mnttur;  and  yet  In  a  "  siriotly 

Iconfi:tenti«l  "  letter  of  the  lOlli  of  December,  Iietoldtlicsec 
lelHry  —  not  the  governor —  of  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  to 
k?ej>  hi*  eye?  open. 
Tla-  time  fixed  passed  awa}-,  imd  uotliiiii;  happened,  yet 
the  mole-like  Inlwr  did  not  stop  a  uioiiient.  Only  it  heeame 
txceKary  to  go  to  wnric  with  more  circumspection  and  more 
systematically  than  llonston  had  thonght  tliere  was  any  need 
of.  One  of  tho»e  ruvoliitionit  usual  in  Mexico  ui!urdcd  ttic 
opportnoity  for  the  preparatorj-  steps.  Texas  could  not 
carve  ita  revolutionary  desires  into  the  forma  which  tin; 
weight  of  qiia«i-lc^l  authority  liad  given  tlieni,  eo  long  a« 
it  was  united  with  CWhiiilit  into  rmc  Mate,  because  itn  rep* 
TOentattves  coaalitnted.only  a  minority  in  the  united  legi&- 
latnre.  Hence  the  next  aim  of  the  conspirators  was  the 
■epamtiou  of  Couhuila  and  the  constituting  of  Texas  a  sep- 
arate etato.  The  conrentinri  called  to  meet  at  Ban  l-'elipe  in 
October,  ]S.'i2,  for  tliis  pui-jMise  was,  however,  not  largely 
attended^and  broke  up  williout  rcjicbing;  any  result.  There 
was  ii(»  reason  why  tliis  should  exnae  defeat  It  was  plain 
that  the  matter  had  again  been  thought  too  easy,  Anthony 
Butler  proposed  to  ilnckson  to  use  a  loan  desired  by  Mexico 
promote  the  piirctinse  in  question  more  efficiently,  and 
I  of  opinion  that  Texas  should  be  given  as  a  pledge.  Tlie 
icnt  not  only  roundly  refiiwrd  the  loan,  but  had  an  order 
[giron  to  Butler  tlipougli  Livingston  to  break  off  the  migotia- 
[lionsforthepnrcba&e,  because  they  would  eoon  becoraeobject- 
jlesB,  for  the  reason  that  the  American  colonists  of  Coahuila  in- 
[tended  to  declare  their  independence  in  u  convention  on  the 
{ 1st  of  April,  IS'-i'i}    This  expectation  turned  out  to  be  pre- 


1  "Ibn  pnoM  knovlcdgo  of  Joplaon,  to  a  day,  of  the  intmded  Aemgn 
el  the  colonitiLB  to  (lidare  thdr  indcpcodcnou  as  mrly  bs  April,  1833,  wai 
nqmHMcd  in  the  documeirt  eonnmiBicatecl  totbehouMin  163S."    Hen 
jflf  J.  Q.  Adams.  XI,  p.  868. 
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mature.  The  convention  at  Swn  Fetipf,  in  April,  IS33,  sUxtA 
hy  t)ie  programme  of  the  last  f«ll,  bnt  came  to  a  coDcluBlon 
in  relntlon  to  it  Austin  was  sent  to  Mexico  as  a  del^;tti 
to  effect  the  Beparation  of  Texas  and  Coahutla.  His  efTortt 
were  fruitlens.  In  the  fall  he  wrote  to  Texas  that  tliere 
■hould  be  no  longer  dclav,  but  that  Texaa  abonld,  of  Els  om 
motion,  constitute  itself  a  separate  state  Tbis  letter  beoumi 
known  jnat  nUer  he  had  ptnrted  on  his  jonrnt;^-  home.  Bo- 
fore  lie  had  reached  Teia^,  he  was  aneeted  at  SaltUlo  and 
kept  in  pHson  (ill  the  12th  of  June,  1834.' 

Austiu  admitted  Ms  arrcitt  to  be  entirely  justifiable  ami 
hiid  the  disagreeable  things  he  had  to  »ufli>r  to  tli«  char^  of 
the  cotoniftls. and  warned  them  tobequiet,8inoea11  eqnitabU 
claims  conid  be  obtjiincd  from  the  government.'  'nwgDV' 
ernment  also  showed  itselE  madvtomeettbeoolonistB.  Aii»- 
tin  was  released  From  iinprisunment,  and  different  me«8iu«t_ 
which  oorrespondetl  with  the  desires  of  the  coloniitx 
taken,  l^ut  the  latter  did  not  care  for  satisfaction.* 
addition  to  this,  the  revolutionary  disturbanoes  in  Merini 
proper  drew  Tcxaa  into  sympathy  with  them,  ao  that  tli«re 

'  K«tmcdy,  TVia*.  11,  pp.  ld-S7.  59. 

'  Uu  writes  on  liii!  lith  of  Jnnmrj.  ISM.  from  MoBterajr:  "  1  do  aot  la 
lUijr  tniianiir  blame  the  |p>TcniiRcnt  foraiTMtiiic  me,  tad  I  paitiakttf 
n>qiieit  that  there  ma;  Ik  do  excttemenl  aboat  it.  .  .  .  Tbs  gaaai 
gOTcniMnt  an  diiqwwd  to  do  enxy  thing  for  Texu  ihai  c«n  be  ifan*  *» 
protoott  ib  piwpcritT  aad  wrlfnn  that  h  consistent  with  tint  conUu&m 
and  lam,  anil  I  huK>  no  doubt  the  rtnte  gDvemoieat  wSI  do  Um*  mmt  if 
Mtej  ara  applied  to  tn  a  pcopn  maaDcr."  And  ob  tfaa  lOtli  ot  Uay,  1SH; 
"  Tbis  gooA  peofJe  of  tin  ooknij  pndpdtstnl  mv  into  then  '^'""■TilHtn.  hj 
Uieir  exeit«metita.    I  fame  here  aa  the  ae«iil  of  (txeit»d  An4  f«t«nd  cm- 

litneabi.  and  I  tepreKoteJ  Ihna  resar^len  of  mj  pcnrmal  mtets  ot  wvf- 

are."    The  War  in  Teiai,  pp.  20,  21. 

'  [  find  different  gtabeiuvuta  aa  to  tlM  tone  of  tlw  dinoJotioaof  ttw  iearr 
ol  Buitamaate,  wfaicb  dosi-d  Tcxu  to  KtUen  from  tha  Udtad  SMn- 
AmoidlinK  t«  MtDO  ot  tlwm,  it  wu  now  «Beet«d  bf  A^utiiit  ■"-^'■g  la 
cithen.  it  ootxmed  in  tiu  year  be&xe. 
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vas  DO  want  of  causes  for  well  gronnded  oomplaiote.  The 
friction  continued,  and  Santa  Anna  tmide  proparationa  to 
reduce  the  refractory  conntrr  to  obedience  by  force  of  arme. 
The  state  leginlatnpe,  which  had  become  guil^'  of  bribery  on 
large  Hmie,  was  dispersed.'  Texas  woe  witltout  a  govero- 
nient,  and  the  i-eal  revolution  began  witli  the  formation  of 
wimmiltoes  of  safety .*  The  first  armed  collisions  took  place 
in  tlie  beginning  of  October,  1835,  and  on  the  I'Jtliof  Novem- 
ber dologalw  of  the  committee  of  aafetj  in  San  Felipe  con- 
Btitntcd  themselves  a  '*  consultation "  which  established  u 
l^rovUional  government.  Tbe  Mexican  troops  were  re- 
peatedly beaten,  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  tboy  were 

,  driven  entirely  ont-^ide  the  limits  of  Texas. 

f  Tho«e  events  had  again  revived  Juckdon'a  endeavors  to 
effect  the  purchase.     Butler,  himself  a  &peculntor  in  Texas 

'  Here  too  there  irat  qtioLion  of  spcoilatioii  tD  limd  which  gHTc  a  new 
iinpc!tuitothebnian(«ii]i"T«xaa  »anp."  Thd  "  North  Anprican  K«Tiow," 
Jui7,  IS36)  p.  314,  wdti.'sgQ this  matter:  "Id  ISm.aeooipaiij'of  lundapvc- 
nhtww,  by ateoatni'TiTiliglincHy  known,  imlitepil  tb•;]''^MlalureClEOoahui- 
la■ltdTexa■toc^ulitllL'^l,  incoiiBidi-milioi]  of  twrnlyUiDUBund  dollar),  tho 
extant  oE  fiiar  bundrad  npiora  l^jagaes  of  publio  laods.  Thii  timnaHction 
WW  diMV«w«d,  and  the  gmnt  unnullcd  b;  the  Hnaaut  govemtiient:  and 
led  to  tlie  di)|>enion  of  tbo  lt*(!i?talTirc,  and  thD  imimranniiml  of  tiio  gov- 
«niOr.  Vtetca.  And  yet  thia  uuauthurizcd  and,  pcrbtpi,  cunupt  tfiuat  of 
public  iiindi  fonncd  the  basia  of  nrw  xiHxiiIiilion  and  fnuid.  A  now  acrip 
wai  tonaed;  and,  oMordiiig  to  the  best  infonnation  we  have  bmn  able  to 
oUaaa,  lour  hundred  Itaffum  becami!,  in  tlie  faandi  of  the  apocslaton,  aa 
BOBS  Uiouwids.  Tlie  cstent  of  these  fntoda  u  «  yi?t  to  bv  wwrtained; 
for  such  u  the  bliDdoca*  «f  cupidity,  Ih-Lit  luiy  tUUig' whii±  looks  fair  on 
paper  pnaaea  without  icnitiiiy  for  &  land.title  in  Texas. 

"  TMa  mtemt  in  the  hD  oC  IV-xiu,  wkcthirr  n'iil  or  (ii-litioux,  ao  wfdtly 
diffuBUd  atiiontr  a  tpocnlutinfr  people,  exlendiuK  from  Boeton  to  Now 
Orleaiu,  coold  not  fail  to  ci«ate  a  sympathy  and  a  bias,  wbich,  in  the  «T<nt 
«(  (uiotl)<T  iDftora  botwetn  th«  coIoohU  and  the  gOTenment  of  Santa 
Anna,  migbt  compromit  thi^  neulnility  of  the  TTnitrd  Slates.  Bndi  a  nip- 
ttm  wu  *aon  broQgbt  nbout,  and  the  o>>lo«u(tii  Sew  to  amu." 

'Till-  firrt  committee  of  Kifi^t;  wiu  appouiti:d  on  thi;  ITtfa  of  May,  183G. 
lit  Mina  (Uler  Bactnop). 
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lauds,'  thought  that  he  had  at  lost  found  a  enro  meuu  to 
reach  hie  end.  Id  a  letter  of  the  17th  of  June,  1835,  he  pro- 
posed to  brihe  Igaacio  Uernandoz,  the  confciBor  of  Santa 
Auua's  sister,  with  a  earn  of  half  a  tnillion  doiUre.*  Jaek- 
&OII  would  hear  nothing  of  \h\i,  but  id  a  note  of  tho  SSih  d 
Jal>-,  he  expressed  tho  thought  that  Butler  might  be  in- 
utructed  to  offer  half  a  million  more  in  caw  JIfexicg  would 
consent  to  grant  the  Rio  del  Norte  from  it*  moath  to  the 
;i7Ui  dcgi-eo  of  north  latitude,  and  thenoe  thie  hitter  parallel 
ti>  tlie  Pacific  ocean  aa  a  boundarj.*  E%*ca  now  the  nortbcrn 
lialf  of  Upper  California,  inclusive  of  the  harbor  of  San  Vna- 
risrn,  was  roTcted.  Tiic  proper  instructione  of  the  secretary 
■if  Btato  were  sent  to  Butler  uii  the  6th  of  Augoflt.* 

Butler  thought  altogether  too  highly  of  his  diplomaUc 
skill,  And  he,  moreover,  intcutioaally  bofoolod  tbo  praidont 
a  little.  In  order  to  maintain  htin^lE  In  office,  he,  agatMt 
hie  own  better  knowledge,  never  allowed  J&ckson'a  hopes  lo 
fade  entirely.  But  he  did  not  accomplish  tho  Icaet  thing. 
Thti  reatizatioD  of  the  wishes  of  both  sides  wae  possible  ool; 
ID  the  way  oD  which  Toxa«  had  entered  Aud  the  oxtoiuioji 
of  the  limits  beyond  the  territory  of  Tcxae,  had  in  riew  by 
Jackson,  conid  very  well  be  accomplished  in  this  drcnitoui 
manner.  Lettersft-oiaAustiD  which  got  into  Texas  in  Juu- 
ry,  IS36,  ad\-i«ed  that  an  eventnal  declaration  of  iitd^jeadenct 
dhould  not  be  uooompaoied  by  a  precise  defining  of  tho  llmita.' 

•  Hem.  o(  J.  Q.  Adaou,  XI.  pp.  f&t,  STiO. 

Mind.,  pp.  3I8-3&1.  -'Neitbertiiia  letmnor  tlaie<W.A.aaaiBia( 
Aogmt  lat.  1835»waa  evereonuuniucatedtoooagteM;  bat  id  Umsb  orici- 
nated  the  pngeci  cf  enlarging  tlia  eptnachiDeiit  apon  Meuco,  from  tti> 
toen  aoqnbiban  of  IVxac.  to  orafanca  alt  Ke«  Unioo  to  i  bm  Uur^-mvatb 
panlM  of  IfetitDde,  and  theooe  aeroM  tbo  eontinent  to  Uie  Sonth  Sim." 

■IbuL.  pp.  301.362. 

*liMUie^>eMtiof  J.Q.  Adai«t.  _  .  .  erom  Ibe  I6tb  of  Jnaa  to  Ite 
7Ui  o<  Julr,  1S33,  p.  4;  a  J.  Wallwr.  UUor reU^TB  ta  tbe  aaDesatfon  a( 
Tom.  Jan..  1844.  p.  7. 

■"SbouUadodaiatiouof  toileptiKlcnoe  U  made  Qme  oaaJiUo  teat 
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It  depcndec]  on  the  fortune  of  arms  iu  wlmt  direction  the 
next  step  &H-w&rdH  in  tlie  dovelopmeat  oi  the  Teuis  questiou 
was  made, 

Oq  tlie  2<1  of  March,  18£M,  the  deelarHtiou  of  iudcpend- 
pf  Texas  was  ittsued.  It  cannot  be  properly  eaid  tliat 
dedarud  hvr»elf  iudependeut  on  this  day.  Of  the 
Bixty  eiguon  of  the  declaration  of  independence,  tliree  were 
Mexiciuie  by  birtii,  forty-eight  emigrants  from  the  clave- 
Iwlding,  und  tive  from  tiie  frtw  states  of  the  Union.'  How 
many  of  thow  were  citizens  of  Texas  or  real  settlers,  I  do 
not  know.  Lunili  assures  ns  that  the  last  cbisd  wore  mostly 
«ippoeed  to  ihi*<Ii»iwveran<!eaf  Texas.*  TIuk  much  iscertain, 
that  with  Imre  and  there  au  exception,  it  wa^i  only  a  small 
handful  of  emiffrauta  and  advcutnrera  from  the  slave  slates 
of  the  Utiitii)  ulio  eudcuvot'i'd  to  i>o!iquer  Texas  for  Iho 
ITtiited  States^  and  the  tlavocracy.  Tlie  dcclumtioii  of  inde- 
pendence vory  Ipgcntionsly  nlle^^  among  the  reagoos  for 
the  MjpHralion,  tliat  Spanish  wau  the  huigurij^D  of  thii  Mexi- 
can government.'    Tiio  coostitution  of  the  I7lli  of  Hai-cli 

bmita  prcncribi^.  on  iliti  miitJi,  weat.  or  nortliweit;  the  field  stiould  be  left 
open  tcx  estenduifi  beyond  Uie  Eio  Grande,  and  ta  ChthnahuA  and  Ncir 
Moico."    Kcniiedy,  'IViai,  H.  p.  170. 

'  TV  Hgurui  linown  to  m«  do  not  quite  »grw.  De  Boir,  Cooimcmal 
Beiiew,  XXII!,  y.  217,  isiyi  inunoM:  "  Iu  l^tiiiu>-tcatlual  tbt)  Amer- 
iami  ia  Tmis  not  homtlirrc  wt-ic  bom  in  Uie  alare  ilotM  of  Ui*  Unioo, 
<ial]rfltu>-bmiti''fh  w«v  Kjrn  in  tho  nortbom  ulates.  and  Qne-t«ntb  in  tba 
nocUieni  an(l  northYmltm.  Of  l^c  dxly  who  signed  the  Tcxau  dedaia- 
tiOD  of  inilrpm'ipncv,  forty- eight  vere  from  the  nutbem  tUrt-Iioldijic 
■tates,  and  but  fivo  frooi  Ujc  free  statm."  Ja/,  Review  of  tlie  Mcxicu 
War,  p.  1*.  writes:  "'Of  tlifi  fifty-iwiTftn  mftnrjn  lo  this  d^clantion,  fifty 
wtn  «Bugru)t«  fr^in  (lie  'lavtf  nlotcs,  and  ouly  tliree  Ucxicuiw  by  biitli, 
aail  tbewi  it  in  mui],  l^irirt-ly  intcri-st'.-d  ia  Tt'ian  land  KiKcuIoiioa.'*  A 
topf  of  the  dcdonUoti  before  mc  hu  onl;  fifty-two  Bignutanx,  ami  ol 
Ifaeutliree  areSittDblinBuieii. 

'The  War  in  Texua,  pOKiiiL. 

*  "  It  [Um  govcraiDcat  of  Santa  Ana  (ac)  j  luttli  (wot  ncriSccd  our  wel- 
fare to  the  state  of  Coahuila,  by  which  our  intexcata  have  besn  oontumoUj 
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jirovidisl  for  the  In Iroductioa  of  the  ooniraoQ  law;  and  for 
tlic  cliains  uF  olaverj',  with  wliicli  tlie  noW'tom  ntatc  voa 
loaded,  Uic  cxtrcmctt  slave  states  were  Ukeu  as  &  model  b; 
that  constitution.'  From  the  two  opposite  «ideft  Tejuu 
showed  iUelF  a  genuine  off-shoot  of  tlic  parent  trunk.  In- 
stead of  ihc  Romanic  rcj)ublic:ani.<iui  which  is  bmcd  on  pro- 
Tiunciaineatoft,  the  broad  foundation  of  AngIo<SaucoD  free- 
dom won  laid;  bat  at  the  same  time  the  sons  of  the  dctuo- 
oratic  republic  tore  the  iu&trament  containing  the  dcntb 
sentence  whicli  the  law  of  the  Spanish  Mexicans  had  pro- 
nounced ngainiit  slavery.  The  n-ide  oounti-y  iu  which  )«galljr 
the  principle  of  penonal  freedom  had  ahMlute  furce,  tiiemi 
KHuie  eons  truusfurmod  into  one  of  the  doinuins  of  slaverj, 
and  thU  truusfortuatioii  was  tho  principal  motive  of  tlietr 
entire  action. 

Thejr.  therefore,  riglitly  expected,  in  the  first  place,  frum 
the  population  of  the  slave  states,  tliat  the;  woatd  look  upon 
the  revolution  in  Texas  as  Iheirown  cause.  Adams  declared 
that  Teiinc'see  and  Ai-kan»as  were  the  principal  saata  of  the 

depwcd  tbnmgb  a  jealouc  and  partial  coune  of  legUtatlon,  cnnM  on  lU 
tt  W-diita&t  wat  of  govf-miDcuti  by  a  hostilo  nuiJKntp,  in  an  nnknovni 
tonsue."    Senate  Doc.  ^h  CoDgT.,  lRtSeaL.Vol.  Tl.  N'o.  415,  p.i. 

■Art  rV,  Six.  13.  "Tbt!tonf(nmiitiaii,t»titjlyu  pmiUr-,  inUodiior^ 
by  flIatuUt.  tlie  comnion  Uw  of  Eo^land,  with  ndi  modificntSotu  ■■  imi 
eiraimatancos,  in  th^^ir  jtidgmcnt,  mivj'  Tfqaini  and  in  all  enoiail  Ocn 
the  oomnton  law  iihaJl  hv  iive  rule  of  the  dewioa." 

General  Prvviuoiia,  Sbc.  3.  "CongraM  BfaoU  paai  na  lam  to  jMohlMI 
emigmnts  of  thu  United  Stata  ot  America  frotu  brioicintr  their  tiara 
into  ttiR  republic  wltli  Uiem,  and  boldintc  tbcm  b<r  tim  Aoaie  tenorv  aj 
ffbidi  Mcb  slftiv*  WAK  held  in  tfae  1Tnit«d  Stat««.  not  thall  magna  baw 
power  bo  vniuioipale  dam;  nor  tJiall  iiny  tJaTuholdcr  be  allonwd  to  ooiaii- 
dpat«  fail  or  het  ilam  or  alaTCs.  nSthoul  the  conwnt  aT  eoitfmM,  gales 
he  or  she  >ball  send  hia  or  b«r  stave  or  elavoa  witlioitt  U»c  Gmlta  of  the 
republic.  No  (nte  pema  of  African  dnvnt,  ettlier  in  whole  ur  inpait 
tilnU  be  pennitted  to  r«atd«  pennancnUy  in  tbo  republic,  witiMXit  tbe 
coDHitt  of  conttma"  Seziate  Doc.  24lli  Coagr.,  lat  Sen,  Vol  VI,  Vu. 
«5.p^l(^14. 
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"  conspiracjf "  to  sever  Texas  from  Mexico;'  vet  several  other 

Halavc  nUites  tmnn  Mirpas.»ed  tlieia  in  tbi^  witli  vigorous  and 

Hoctive  friendbliip.'     I3ut  eveu  ^me  of  the  free  statuA  »c»rce1}r 

flagged  behind  tlio  latter.'    Unirersal  s^rmpathy  with  their 

oountrymeii  and  a  desire  for  more  territory  and  ''scrip"  were 

[the  moviri_^  camses  at  tlie  outSL't,  but  to  these  causes  tiie 

rightful  mode  of  wnrfnre  of  the  Mexicans  added  still  another. 

CO  horrible  and  bloody  deeds  following  iniuiedinlcly  the 

lOn  the  utlittr  —  the  massacre  of  the  brave  dfft-'ndfrs  of 

Almno  on  the  6l!i  of  March,  and  the  butchering  of 

Oolovel  FaDDiQ  and  hia  people  at  Goliad  on  the  S7th  of 

3ibrch,  made  still  more  despicable  by  a  wicted  bit-ach  of 

word*  —  prodncx*d  the  gi-eatcst  indignation  in  all  par!s  of  the 

United  States.     If  there  had  ever  been  any  doubt  as  to  what 

extent  the  pupnlntion  of  tlie  Uciioii  would  give  aid  to  the 

insurgents,  tliey  might  now  rely  with  certainty  that  they 

wonld  lie  fiupported  until  they  had  reached  their  cud.     But 

H  '6p«ecli Erom  the  lOth  of  June  bo  Urn  7Ui  of  JuV.  I!^'*.  p.  12d. 

^V  *  "  In  Lmtiiiwik,  'DsnociK'C.  AlubatoA,  Gcurgiu,  axid  oihvr  ttut^.  money 
bad  been  mbscribcd,  and  volitntoer  compaDies  eniollQd,  to  aid  thcai  cauK. 
Tho  nutu  i»nUi1»it«d  v-tK  not  lurgo,  nor  thu  number  of  mixili.irio*  ooiuid* 
enble— [I'misBotooriDC't.  if  Ihio' <u>;  not  jui^^d  in  thi'ouclres  bat  ac- 
eordin^  to  thi>ir  nUio  to  the  surpriiingiy  amsll  itffgr^gate  mgaat  vrith  which 
tho  indcpciHkaoc  of  Texas  wu  achieved) — bat  thuj  uirivctl  Eii  ii  scjuon* 
able  tim^,  aiul  were  graated  witlianeathiuiutioftpiztt."    Keuuedy,  Tcuu. 

n.  p.  165. 

'Charle*  Hamniaiid  said  at  Cindimati:  "  .\m  I  nat  carrxU  irhfln  I  tay 
Bua  md  Bitnt,  dir  mililAr}-  parpoou,  hitir«  bt^n  farnuih^d  hem?  Ha«  it 
not  bMn  botutrKl  that  the  amnoD  oaed  at  Sun  Jii.?into  w.u  iiu;>pticd  by 
CiaannHU?  Tn  it  not  a  tmek,  that  evorf  ttand  of  public  &rn»  (l«fK»itcd  at 
Uiia  plnoiF.  hjr  tho  >tate.  have  boea  scot  to  Totns.  with  the  ooimivanoe  ot 
tiwse  «hi>hait  clmrge  of  Ibem?  .Kud  can  any  mun  NnrioiiiJ]:  •upI)^'ne  that 
the  real  chnra^rter  of  those  thinics  cud  be  ululated,  hy  cuUinj;  tb«  men 

keiiU{iTanla*aD(1  theamui  'boUowwaiG?'*'    " CSocinnati Daily  Oazette." 
ta  War  in  Tc-xiu,  p.  4?. 

*See  Uie  porticuluv  ia  Ihe  urtidi*.  Mexico  and  Texas,  in  the  "  Demo 
ontiB  Botidw,"  October,  1833,  pp.  IS^liib. 
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tliu  rvvoiiitioiitst«  lia<l  nuvvr  entertaiood  any  doubt  whatever 
on  ttiia  poiat.  Houston,  to  wLoin  tlio  cliicf  cotuuuiQcl  was 
committed,  openly  eaid  Uiat  without  tliis  aid  victory  WW 
)mi>o»8ib)c.'  And  Satntiul  OarsoQ,  tlie  secretary  ot  statdoE 
the  revolntionaiy  ^voromenU  advitiod  the  gvucml,  iu  a  loi- 
ter of  the  14th  of  Aprils  not  to  purinlt  hiiUaclC  to  coino  to  ft 
decisive  war,  but  to  fall  back  towards  the  Sabine,  for  the 
rciuou  tlint  bo  waft  ablo  to  assure  him  (lofiiiituly  of  th«  otdj 
arrival  of  n  considemble  number  of  voluutodrs  from  tlK 
United  States." 

There  wa*  no  longer  any  time  fordelay,  but  yet  tlw  decU- 
ion  was  givon  by  citizens  of  the  United  States.  It  wie,  given 
on  the  2Ut  ot  April,  at  San  Jfteinto.  Sauta  Anna,  who  led 
the  '^bfittlo"  personally,  is  said  to  havchadoDo  ibua&aiidfin 
hundred  men,  vrUilo  the  Texan  "army''  undur  Iluu«tOD 
amounted  to  only  eight  hundred  men,  of  whom  it  is  said  not 
more  than  fifty  wore  citizens  of  Texas."  Spite  of  their  onor- 
mously  greater  nomberd  the  Kcsicaas  were  de&satod,*  and 

'  Houston  to  UeuenJ  Duiiliki>,  of  NuhriUe :  "  For  a  portioa  o(  Uui  Uui 
««  muM  losk  to  tli8  Daic^il  SUitot.  It  eaiinot  rAich  lu  too  ^xm.  Tba* 
ii  iHit  one  fedinK  in  Tuuii,  ia  laj  opiuloo.  and  tlut  is  lo  tstaUiali  Cm  tr 
depeoibnM  ot  Tuxax.  iui<.\  to  bo  atUoliod  toliw  Daitod  StaUsL*'  The  Vfu 
in  Texas,  p.  92. 

'  Tookuni.  Ilis^iyTj  of  Texas.  II.  p.  169. 

•"North  American  ft^mw,"  July,  1*36,  T».  25*.  WiM,  ol  Vtrfl^ 
certainly  a  vltnesi  iiol  u  ba  Uiought  loo  liffhily  irf,  util.  in  1442.  ta  tin 
koweoErapnii^utativea:  "It  w»  therlttie  peopU>  of  Ulu  gnutnUi^iti 
Uie  Hiauaippi]  t>h;kt  oontiitarcd  Santa  Amu  at  3*a  Junito;  aoil  tiiPW- 
foniilH  of  them  {!],  ofttir  wiaoiag  Ibiit  jflorioai  Grid,  had  paaeaiAfn- 
tunied  to  tbeii  homos  "(titatia.  to  tbc  Daitod  SUtca).  tfilca^  LXI7,  p 
174. 

*  Uomtoo'ti  report  of  tbo  2^tli  of  Apnl,  to  tho  pFantUnt,  O.  O.  Btrntt.  a 
a  mMtnpieM  of  vain-glorioua  bn^Ardian.    Santa  ^  -  nna  tbw- 

nad  five  imndrvd  moo;  (rf  IhMe  Vtnte  ku*,  dead,  »  v  ind  lUrff. 

wounded,  two  hjndivl  and  xight;  piisaoen.  wvoa  handted  and  M^ng:  i 
total  of  one  ttvxiuod  Avo  bundled  and  Biftgr-eight,  or  ratjr-cifflit  do* 
than  (he  iggnftie.    On  the  other  hand,  tbo  loas  ol  the  Ibunt  b  gmn. 
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OD  the  following  day  Santa  Anna  himself  fell  into  tbo  hands 

■  of  tlie  Texans.' 
Santa  Anna  was  granted  bis  iife,althckagU  beliad  forfeited 
it  ten  timca  over  by  the  crime  at  Goliad.    The  Tftxim«  vtam 
not  determined  to  sp&re  him  by  magQaniuiitr  alone;  Santa 
Anna  vras  to  lielp  them  towai-deobtainiiij;  the  recognitioo  of 
their  iudcpcndoQco.    As  long  as  ho  was  in  the  liauds  of  tito 
ettemy,  he  rc^tdily  did  all  in  his  power  to  help  accomplish 
H  this  end.    He  closed  an  arniietice,  obligated  himi^clf  to  vncato 
^Teias  entirely,  and  comniiseionod  Genoml  Filisoln  to  bring 
'  about  in  Mexico  the  negotiations  promieed  by  him  in  rela- 
tion to  the  independence  of  Texas.    But  congress  declared 
all   that  the  president  should    do,  while    imprisoned,   to 
be  not  binding  on  the  republic  in  any  manner.    Uence  it 
WM  not,  by  any  meana,  iindonbted  that  the  rictorj-  of  San 
Jacinto  had  put  an  end  to  tike  supremacy  of  Mexico  over 
Texas  forever.    Sow,  as  well  as  before,  the  issue  oE  the  rev- 

Iolutioii  might  ^  if  it  bo  not  more  correct  to  eay  that  it  bad 
to — depend  on  the  attitude  of  the  United  States. 
The  United  States  have  shown  themselves,  for  the  most 
part,  not  over-strict  in  the  observauco  of  their  duties  as  nca- 
tralii.    Aij  a  rule,  the  g>jvernnient  has  claimed  a  greater  ab- 
acnceof  rcsponeibility  in  reference  to  the  act  ion  of  individoal 
citizens  than  iCuropean  states  are  wont  to  claim.    Neutrality 
lawa  havu  been  pa^ued,  hut— to  luc  a  mild  cxpreiisiou  —  the 
setl  in  enforcing  their  observance  lias  not  been  great.   Whco- 
«rar  their  sympathy  or  antipathy  came  into  play  they  have 
always  given  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  do  only  what  tlicy 
—^  ware  absolutely  obliged  to  do.    Whenever  complaint  had 
f  been  made,  they  M-illlugly  answei-ed  by  asking  fur  ihv  proofii, 
ur  they  carried  on  the  investigation  In.  sucii  a  manner  that  a 

twod'st).  aitJtvrcctj'-tkn»  wouD'led.    Saa.  Doc,  21lb  Consr.,  latScn,, 
,  No.  ilh,  pp.  3>-22. 

'  Sw  the  particclan  in  the  "  DeinocnUic  Renetr,"  Deoember.  1838,  pp. 

'30V320. 
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reealt  was  scarce]  v  possible.  Cooipl&ints,  no  matter  bow  ] 
And  unqnefittoiubly  JDtttfied  th«7  maj  hare  been,  hAve 
repcAtodly  met  by  the  pleaof  tl)«  want  of  powerof  thel 
tathorittee,  a  pica  which  has  alvrajs  been  pushed  tj  the  cx- 
tr?mo.  nnd  the  complain aats  have  b««n  obliged  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  simple  coDsolntion  tliat  not  a  finger  woaM  be 
raised  if  the  gnil^  ones  should  receive  the  descrred  diMtiie- 
mcnt  from  titcir  hands;  but  whcncTcr  fate  orertacA:  the 
guilty  ami  thc-y  were  threatened  with  seriou*  dongm',  tbp 
United  States  went  as  ^  in  the  other  direction  ad  Meowi 
at  all  periaissible,  to  avert  the  impending  danger  from  tlMBi. 
Whetlicr  and  when  the  United  States  went  eo  fnr  in  tli* 
direction  as  to  make  it  possible  to  convict  tliem  of  a  funoal 
breach  of  nentnlitj,  may  remain  undecided  hero.  Tbesr 
are  qn«stions  in  which  he  will  always  have  the  last  wurd 
who  will  not  permit  him««1f  to  be  oonrinced.  Tliis  rauchii 
inoratestablc,  that  the  Uaited  Slates,  on  n)|ieatod  ocoadou 
hare  not  performed  their  daties  of  neutrality  in  the  manner 
in  whi«h  it  liecomes  &  great  power  to  perform  them;  that  ii, 
they  have  not  honestly  endeavored  to  meet  their  iotena- 
tional  obligation?,  not  only  according  to  their  letter  bat  tbuf 
Bi^rtt ;  no  loop^  hole  whidi  the  letter  affotdcd  them  bav«  tber 
scmpled  to  Dse  when  it  snited  them  to  ose  it 

In  Ute  case  before  os  aUo,  great  stress  is  laid  on  it  by  many, 
that  the  goroniment  of  the  Uaion  eaanot  be  thown  to  hare 
been  gail^  of  any  intematioBal  improprieQr,  bidc^  m  it 
cnuothe  deoied  that  the  Texas  revolution  was  the  woric  «t 
citizens  of  the  United  States.'  Tbia  may  remain  onenuB 
ined.  It  is  suffideat  for  the  judgment  of  history,  tf  it  can 
be  proved  that  the  gi><f«mmeat  of  the  Union  did  iu  beak  to 
throw  obstados  in  the  way  of  dte  Vexieaitf,  and  to  dear  the 
road  for  the  Traits.    Andthepraof  of  thk  may  be  produced 

*-J^mO*ttrma^mAol  Ite  Called  Stales  •biwfaat  iteooMtofet- 
•matetai^  vilh  Hcbcft  ana  Oe  people  Al  wfaai  Otej  cs^  to  lU 
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Jackson,  ia  hid  eiglitli  aonaal  message  (December  6, 1836% 
I  gave  expression  to  tho  conTiction,  that  even  the  svvcrCfit  judgO 
r  coDld  find  no  ground  for  any  reproach  against  tho  govem- 
nient  of  the  Union.'  And  even  one  year  previous,  tlie  senate 
committee  on  foreign  iifFuirs  Imd  borne  witness  for  the  gov- 
ernment tint  it  had,  with  blameless  coiwcientioaeucfis,  been 
indDfrtrions  in  performing  its  datics  as  a  nciitral.'  It  oer- 
tainly  had  seemed  sufficient  to  theae  gentlemen  that  the  ob- 
aerwrnoe  of  tho  old  ncntraUty  laws  was  commanded.  The 
Mexican  amlxiseador,  Goroatisa,  on  tie  other  hand,  believed 
himself  entitled  tojTsqucat  that  force  should  bo  given  to  thi» 

»  command.  This  wish  was  certainly  not  bo  entirely  without 
foundation,  when  the  Araencan  newspapers  conveyed  the 
information  tliat  bodies  of  volnntecrs  numbering  hnndrcds 
were  marching  tiirongh  the  cities  to  the  sound  of  miisie,  on 

I  their  way  to  Tcxae.'  Of  what  nac  to  the  Mnxicans  were  all 
eomnunda  to  observe  tho  neutrality  laws,  when  Texan  r&* 
erniting  offic«ra  carried  on  their  bnsineas  aa  openly  and  an- 
'  "I  tnutUiatit  vlll  be  found,  on  the  moit  perere  icniLinj.  that  our 
uOm  ban>  ilriclly^ cotrespondctl  witli  ourpiofeinaiu."  Statesm.'i  Mui..  II, 
p,  1V». 

'•"nw  Koreminent  of  the  ITiuted  States  has  taken  Bopiurtin  theoon- 
test  which  liaaunhappilv  (!)  emL^il  iMtYroen  Tosm  .\nd  Moxio>.  It  hu 
Avmnnl  the  intention,  nnil  takm  mciuun-s  to  mninhiin  u  Mtrict  neutnkli^ 
loiranls  the  lM4lift«renU.  U  inilmduaJ  citkcnii  of  tlie  United  Stat«,  im- 
lod  by  ttj-mpiUiy  (nc  Uium  who  vera  believed  in  he  titrntghag  tot  lAiesty 
d  inili'p(!Bd«noa  ae&iiut  opprassion  und  If  numjr.  have  ellga{^>d  in  tha 
contmt.  it  haa  bacn  without  tho  aulhoritj  (I)  o(  their  Eorvniincni.  Oa  tbft 
CQiitru7.  ibe  law«  which  hmm  b^m  hithiTto  lonn<]  nciwoiaT;  or  expedient 
to  prerent  dtitms  of  the  CnihK)  Statra  from  t.'Uiiutcpart  in  fordcnwan 
ha.rfl  ixvn  dirwted  to  be  mforced."  Report  of  the  Senate  Coniinittee  on 
Foraga  IkUlions.  Joim  18,  liS)6.  Sea.  Doc..  HVa  Oongr.,  1st  8taa.,  VoL 
TI.  Ko.  40G.  i>.  2. 

■"Thic  mdmin;  mora  than  two  bandied  men.  ummaoded  hf  Colonel 
{fWasoti.  nnd  on  thdr  way  to  Texas,  paawd  Ibit  place  in  Uie  Tttukiim.  with 
niinuhi-ulinirand  fifits  pln^n;;  the;  will  ho  followed  bjr  tfatee  hnndNd 
,  ta  tarn  old  Ecntoc^."    Tlis  Otand  Oalf  (Him.)  AdvettiKr. 


■  con 
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dUtiirbed  as  only  the  reerniting  officers  of  the  government 
of  the  Uoion  could  have  done,  or  when  whole  eqaadron* 
wen  fitted  oat  in  the  harbors  of  the  TTDitcd  States  for  the 
□ae  of  the  Texans,  and  Texan  Twsels  were  saluted  with  can- 
non as  ships  of  war?*  This  WAS  bad  for  Mexico^  But  what 
more  eonid  the  goremnienl  of  the  tTnion  do  than  lament  Itt 
Its  offictale  wrote  to  it  that  the  volante«n>  were  "emt^^mnts," 
and  thelTnion  could  not  proliibit  emigration  to  pleaeeUexiea* 
Qoroetiza.  however,  not  oolj  reproacbod  the  goranunent 
of  the  Union  with  clo&ing  its  eyes  and  ears;  he  dia^Bed  it 
with  direct  sias  of  oommisrion.  As  e^riy  m  the  Mth  u( 
Mar,  1S3€,  he  aiiked  the  secretary  of  state  how  he  came  to 
fpaak  of  a  "Texan  gorenuneot** *    If  bj  this  dcaignatioft 


deUepoeasnimt6,DO|aedcoaatodo  dt^ards  flOaOMr  ifm  vodM  fv 
«ta  paaaa^  con  giKn  prquido  it  ma  sacMNi  aaiiga  ■•  bnfcian  I 

qvnu  taa  nlo  oon  que  alffturat  At  loi  as«tM  dd  Fjiwiilim  lial         

fondo  bfl  oriiMt  qw  tBuaa  d»  wit,  y  canSotBadoM  i  «a  eqirilQ  7  IsBa 
OwMO.  cntnaKai,  rine^  flotn  oUos  nfl  qtemploi,  n  fanbien  padida«qaip0 
sayaJAaaBalMMadBiislahayM,  dm  da  dta  da  nfCK,  r  fskana- 
da«amnHMeealaiamdaw)hHln«s?  Owao  lala  i^aMi tiilina  1ia>iii 

pMe  w  aimlw  r  p«te  «qiina  OmMMle  iOahnto  b^  ^«idm 
MQmm^Qnmf  Osaa^^aaawlirtiiwa  ^laiwliiln  (*loi|w  OSmiii 
lesptffakBm  de  Sfofik  7  VmKimOtkam^t^vM^tumA't^- 
P»dwda'odaad»ahta— ticealiiti>4taiaai«.0BUn— attyOf 
*oa^  Jwbvcm CMvada ca  a^aw  |nmiio  tfm^  ^v^vc  da  nvtrra  j  ^totUKii* 
favdetalt  Oa»wc  w la. ha  Bs— daa  agwriaa  IVnaaa igaaAMMa 
dnna  J  pabfieBBO*  aa  QMi  Mia  ha  cntete  dfl  la  CaiSB  ndotaa  pan 
aqadifcacadadaiaikrtoar—riaa  yhi  e»fcar»riaa  ym  iw^Im* 
*-p~Tt  liai  II  Bsi  I  lo  I1  riih  ■■  i|M  In  Taa  ^  aTa  ilsihi  '  IthTii  J 
«•  vartieahr ht  oladea  de  ha  nspectina  idaHMf  Tdlaa^ayb 
■«wi  *  b  qaa  w  |aa|pa  OifcTiws  l»  Biaf 
icims  ha  pMMsaa  da  artier  iMboaaaaMi 
to  Kav*,  fM  rf  Jrir.  UH.  Sm.  Dn  att 
n»cr,  tt  Sml,  TaL  I.  Ks.  1.  ^  » 

•aa,pp.4!.aLM. 
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foroyth  hiul  in  view  only  the  actual  cmdition  of  t}iin|fi, 

fitlioiit  tlieifilM'  wiwliinij;  to  iinlicntp  in  any  way  the  position 

thich  the  UnitctI  StntC'S  ndoptcti  on  ttio  qiicetlon  of  htv.  it 

709,  to  MT  the  Icnst,  correct.     Vet  he  certainljr  ehould  have 

Ipolcen  only  of  a  revoltuionary  d«  faHo  sovcrnmont     T}io 

il  titif  of  Mexico  to  Texfts  was  still  uimoiiJitiotmlly  rcc- 

bpiizei]  hy  the  ITriiteil  States.    The  answer  received  by  Gor* 

o&tiza  to  the  sceoitd  mul  much  more  serious  coiiiphiint  of  \\\a 

letter  of  the  14t)i  of  M.iy,  invoked  this  recoE^nitioii,  little  »& 

that  BtiHwer  might  ^ti^fy  Mexic-i.     Jiu^k^oii  liful  Rnttiorizod 

BnorftI  Giiint'8  lo  pft»s  the  Tesuii  homidiiry  «-itU  Iha  troops 

indcr  his  eommatiil,  when  he  hiul  rejiBoii  to  fear  that  tlic 

IndiniiTi  intended  to  miilie  iin  iiirtmd  into  the  territory  nf  the 

United  States,    Oorostijta'a  complaint,  on  \\\\%  potnt,  was  met 

by  tho  iit^iiiiotiB  deelamtinn  that  Gainre!  wn*  nnlered  not  to 

ffo  beyond   Nasogdochea;  as  if  a  bonndnry  violation  conid 

rtske  plftceonly  when  thetei'ritoryofafriendly  state  had  been 

entered  with  armed  foree  to  the  extent  of  n  few  hnndred 

miles,  and  not  to  the  esrontfifa  dozen  mik'B  only."     Tliis 

waa  tiot  apparent  to  Oorostiisa,  nor  conld  he  lie  prevailed  upon 

to  tliink  that  the  friendly  intentions  by  which  th«^  United 


tfM  lu  Qohicmo  ni  cooocc  tnl  Gotiiemo  de  Tcjus;  rt  riV  que  lo  cono«rn 
bunpocn  nl  OoUento  Aramcano.  Lonnww  que  el  Oobieran  do  Mpvicf 
oODOoe  <lc  T^'aa<  e9<  qu'i  en  enta  prorinciik  U<?xicaiia  haln^  unOH  colonon  i-x- 
InuiQienM  que  ae  hxbiim  rnmprnnietitlo  k  rivir  b-<uo  tu  It^cs  dH  paia,  jr 
que  wbWi  oyqdadM  pot  otn»  cxtrangeroa,  hiu  IcrantodoMlUel  eataniivU 
de  1a  nTftlion.  S  Uexioo  pueJe  6  do  reprJEnir  etta  rerellon,  lb  experien- 
diklodtrft  trien  pronto;  sabro  tododi  1cm  que  no  son  ni  BIcxicano?  ni  T?- 
JioQseesaa  do  intcrvvnir  tlegnK  iitjaatamratv  en  unii  cmtieiKU  pun- 
meoto  domectica."  Sen.  Doc.3(Qi0anicT..2d  Sew..  Vol.  I,  No.  I.  p.  2$ 
'  Aeccrdinjc  to  Fonj-th,  U)«  UaitadSteteccoald  not  UieintelTM  be  guilly 
of  &  viotutioii  of  the  Meiicau  boundoiy  by  BUjr  incuu.  prorided  Lhcy  onlj: 
ctiod  "  tndiaiu!"  Hn  writi'ii  to  Goroattxaon  tho  10th  of  Hay:  "Tlukt  lo 
ptotAUt  Mcxioo(!)frDm  Amcrioui  lodiiuiH,  iu)dU>prot«ctoiir&onticnfroiii 
Mexican  Indiaim,  otir  trociiiti  mi^ht,  if  necesiary,  be  >ent  into  Uie  hi'ut  ol 
MecioQ."    ivj,  ItCTKw  vl  Lbc  Muucuu  War,  p.  26. 


Stutes  were  moved,  took  awn<^  from  bim  mil  gnmnd  fiwi 
plaint.' 

Iforaover,  tlio  gOTcrniDeot  of  tlw  Union  Itself  did  not 
ignore  that  it  ner<]e(l  a  tietler  legitimation  Uun  its  frieftd- 
«liip.'    Forsjfth  ))iu[  trritten  as  early  as  the  lOth  of  Haj 
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Htorio  d«  otro  podrr  mnw  poc  beBorcfo  qoe  lea  d  fln  que  m  pn^oogSB 
■odlo.TaiiBe(Uiidare«aKeeRdeBl»BMHleitiibi(a(ata«tQlttnia  Seoir- 
JHlopaoe^daalruiiadebecbo  la  bMeea  qM«Ciiaili  b  iadopcadt 
4s  b»  MUMnsa;  porqueloqiiebaraetaciecii  oosttBOdeHa  d««r«ihril 
mifO.  twBaa*  K  podiift  tntnUton  otQCto  BMnm  pw;  el  pwCote  ks 
EgaalnMste  ilunUe.'*    Sea.  Don,  HA  Co^ciu  Sd  Swu  ToL  I.  S».  I 

■HoviilcbarXamlndliiiVatnatol  ibo  fooUtip  a(  lbs  DaM 
Sl«t«t.nkrWM<>«bMift»fiino«bffwntneMaf  »n(«rtaf  Ikeiea*- 
tatyol  Male  tocaneraM;  **71v>  North  Asvricm  '""^^"^  by  hb*- 
'*^ "B  ttoMenw  uto nw taRitoif  whicfe  tnfyaoivl^  iw fivtawBiKflBV- 
wariilatgntiriipM^wot  Am  fifaMiAmft  ot  cohwa.  wjtt  ori 
Ism  asmt  of  ok  foniwonA  to  wuksi  n  inim^L  iMn  Gowais 
nuMBiafi  oBWiuB  sM  pcMocittiaiit  fan  is  tw  iMt^Mbon;  awl  aasH  ■ 
a  •nppart  k  bond  in  lUtnaaBa;  tiieyhgki  laaeiap  dghkiwiaA  flii 
inpaniUB  Id  Mrtam  in  a  anoai  ffiBomaa,  aad  la  Mag  farwd  sSdin- 
lon  pnfentooa.  tMadal  apoa  haakoal  beta  lAidi  aie  ilniitifj  ly  b»- 
bodr,  «h  as  La  StUa'k  itqFagei,  omr  kB0«a  to  ba  a  bhcteod.  bat  vfaiA 
Mm  a>  a  npport,  at  tlik  tine.  Cor  tfaev  dna  lo  Teaa,  TbcM  «ahan- 
QaoiopMnn  an  Cor  Ibc  fiot  tano  imaeolcs  tp  faa  wand  op  nBkiin" 
lili.  aail  lb*  labor  wfcxb  it anfilfljnad  lijr  oUwa  ia  criTanng  (nob  Mi 
RanMac>  » ivat  kr  tbna  a  fcpctitian  and  ■rfiipfiwi  aBegii^omi,  b 
Hh  patpaw  «r  Asaint  tba  aUcBtioa  flf  Ikir  fcOow  dtatw.  aeC  Bpaa  te 
JHriici  vt  the  inpaBtiaB,  Wi  avaa  tke  adtaalacM  aad  uitCTHto  la  k 
aMiiMd  or  MibwM  br  ^mk  wliaiMcaL  Ibar  aurhrnaKwa  la  Oa 
B—tjy  liwy  a^  ta  aeqaaww  ttaa  tiBa^it  to  ight  hf  the  i^^aaaBef 
if  aipkmm  «M  ef  wfaon  Htttt  ai  the  aaa,  aUqpac  ikal  tbtit  pnaen 
dwiaotaftettkaqaaitiaictthaa^fli  lawgij  ac  po— ^  al »» 
had.  IWh  piuMcni  oala  I9  dvaa  wnBtah  atic^  dUsb  lb 
liltmi'  •  r  -"'    T'"  Km^t.  aiil  tfaiB  fiBii  1  riwiailM*  ■■' 

aalhaili     Wbea  Ihafi  ba«*  acne  Id  (kk  pan.  wbiiii  ii  laaHrft  lb 
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orosliza,  tliat  "  perhaps  tliere  would  be  no  necessity  of  tho 
MJd  advance  of  Geacral  Gaines,'*  Tfow  the  general  an- 
nounced, on  the  23th  of  June,  lh.it  he  had  resolved  to  march 
iuto  Texas.  According  to  the  aecount  of  Gorostiza,  he  had 
become  coiivhiced  of  ihe  "nect-saUjr "  of  thU  atep,  by  the 
news  that  Bome  Caddo  Indians  in  Texas,  and  at  b  dintnnce  of 
from  sixty  to  seventy  miles  from  tho  boundary  of  the  Fnited 

atea,  had  mui-derod  two  white  men.  Tet  neltlier  Gnines 
nor  anyone  oleo  pretended  that  any  Texan  Indians  hndbrolcen 
into  tho  territory  of  tho  United  States.    The  troops  of  Uie 


pment  ■■tab'  oC  thinDu  in  Tpsm,  tfwi  dtploinfttic  raanaRnDPnt  mmmenco. 
Tlw  iiKjoi*todo  Ihfy  havo  wcited  in  the  tomtoiy  in  diBpiitA,  thi'  iiit«re«ta 
«tib»  ooloniita  tbcicin  csUbliahed.  tbe  influrrectJoa  of  Ldveuturen  and 
mn^n  jnstignted  b;  thrnn.  And  the  peHinndtr  vlth  which  tb«>  CKikmion  w 
■ebnpMiothdrriirlil  of  poucMion,  bccomo  thi^  milarchof  ncil/«  full  of 
Hptremonaof  jiuticfi  and  modtnation.  tintil,  with  Urn  aid  nf  athn  ir>cidi>nti, 
which  U9  never  wauUuK  in  the  uouno  of  di|>loiiiaUc  i«Ut4i>ii»,  the  dettted 
end  a  aUAiiied  of  condudou);  an  ammgeuvat  oneroiu  Eur  out)  pur^  ai  it 
»  advantofceoui  tdthe  other.  It  ha*  been  laid  further,  tiiat  whoa  the 
TTnUed  States  of  the  ooith  hatA  siiorvedod  in  invins  tho  prrdomiDiuicfl  to 
the  colonials  introdveed  in  tba  countries  they  hod  in  vi«w,  th«7M!tiii>ti^)ita 
and  bring  forward  i^efensiona  founded  ou  diagnittMl  hinLodatl  riivto,  nvail- 
in0  th^meelvn  ir?n«mliy,  for  the  purpose,  of  some  critictil  eoiymictura  to 
vbidi  they  luppoao  that  the  attcntiou  of  grovcraracnt  mmi  be  directed. 
TTib  policy.  wUicli  hai  produced  ([ood  ivaulu  to  'ht-m.  tiicy  haTs  com- 
meoced  earrying  into  eSxt  with  Texas,  llie  public  piints  in  thoM  ttatea, 
iuclodinff  tboae  which  are  luoro  iramcdiatfly  under  tho  influraco  of  their 
goreninieDt,  aicongaged  in  diwusing  tbo  ri^liC  the;  iniaffiiio  tlipy  have 
lo  the  coantiy  OS  fiuru  the  RioBfaw.  HmidUlU are  priutodouUieBaixui 
imtijpet  and  tlirown  into  general  circulation,  «bo(«  obj^xt  is  to  p<!nuade  and 
conriDOO  the  people  of  tbe  utility  and  iMp«di<<n(!y  of  tbi.'  tneditatt^d  pm^ect. 
Some  o<  them  bare  tnid  that  FruviiU-nca  liad  mark^  out  the  Hio  Bravo 
M  tba  natiuml  boondai;  of  th>CM  ttaUM,  which  has  induced  an  Eugtitb 
■  to  reproach  them  with  an  attempt  to  maico  ProridoDCo  the  author 
tbeit  ufnipationi;  bat  what  is  mcut  remaiWhlo  it,  that  they  have  cam- 
that  iliscuitian  piccUcly  at  tlie  mirio  timo  thi^y  mw  us  engaged  in 
Blling  tbo  Spaitinh  invanon,  l>elieving  Uiat  our  atl4:iitiO'n  would,  for  a 
r  tine,  be  tbereby  withdiawD  from  other  thing*. "  Cited  by  Adana  in 
I  o(  June  16lh  to  July  Tth,  1838,  pp.  116,  117. 
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Union  mnrcbed  into  Moxtcan  territory  bectiase  &  genw«, 
for  some  reasciift  which  eeemod  to  liim  sufficient,  beliered 
that  the  Indiniis  manifcst«d  ho^tilo  intenUon^  To  draw  ui< 
tbority  for  ihh  iram  the  law  of  natious  wa»  &  monfttroae  aV 
•nrdity;  ret  it  was  Dot  eo  monstrons  but  tbnt  the  com- 
mitliMi  of  the  RCiiate  on  foreign  affttirs  becnme  guilty  of  it 
And  it  was  scarcely  teas  absurd — as  tliat  same  committee 
also  did — to  np peal  to  the  right  of  self-dcfonBe.'  Plainly, 
Olio  can  dofoiid  himself  only  when  attiicl:e(l;  but  no  attack  ol 
any  kind  had  boen  ninde.  But  If  tlie  United  States  eonh) 
rely  neither  on  the  law  of  nations  nor  the  right  of  solf-dft- 
fense,  there  remained  nothing  to  them  bnt  the  thirty-iliird 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  5th  of  April,  1831,  in  which  br-th 
states  mutually  obligated  thcmsalres  "to  restrain  by  foree 
all  hostilities  and  incursions  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  n^ 
tions  living  within  tUeir  respective  boundaries."*  That  At 
powers  had  not  thns  mutually  given  each  other  the  right  to 
enter  eanh  otherV  home  with  nnnc<l  force  when  tbcy  only 
feared  Indian  hostilities  is  entirely  melf -evident,  and  Gotdi^ 
tiza  was  evidently  right  when  he  said  that  the  United  Statis 
would  mnlce  a  very  wry  fnce  if  it  should  occur  to  n  MoxioiB 
general  to  march  into  Natchitoches  under  the  same  protest' 


I 


* "  If  1i«  [the  preddeat)  enbetibuned  lesMiiable  ^l|mll«BBOIU  Hut  tkar 
umgea  meditated  aa  oUacIc  fram  the  'M<>ti'^n  tAniltty  flgaiiMi  thi  il^ 
Eenoeleu  oitiaeafl  aioau  our  Irontier,  wan  he  obliged  to  unior  oar  ifoopi  to 
riand  upon  the  line  and  irait  imtil  the  Im^oDa,  who  know  no  inia  of  mr 
fare  but  indi»cnmuiat«  corno^  sod  plaader.  abould  uctoaUj  ianda  oof 
territoi})?  lbitet«thie  propouttm  istoaaswcttlic  qaeMloa.  nodarnA 
dipmiataiices,  mu-  force*  had  a  lisfat,  both  by  th«  Lav  of  DiUiow  and  Ih* 
graat  and  ncdvenBl  law  of  tdf-dtleDae,  lo  tt^e  a  iMtitiini  id  odTawM  <^ 
onrfrmiUer."  Itoport  of  the  Ifith  of  Fcbruiu;,  1837.  Iha  leporW** 
Ilughiuian.    Deb.  of  CoDKt..  XIU,  pp.  195, 19S. 

'BtaUatL.,  VIII,  p.424. 

■GonMtu*  to  Didwu*  (Ktutc  aecntatr  of  itabe).    Flulad«tpfaia,  Aaf* 
4,  tSaH:  "Veto  la  Dbli^jacioo  que  hJU  oootntan  1m  doa  Qobknoi  ai 
pWide  Kc,  oliu  <iuc  la  do  impedir  Mbre  wa  pnpno  teaena  qw  m  lev* 
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ThiB  comparisoD,  indeed,  was  lame  in  a  not  immaterial 
point  The  United  States  had,  under  no  circnmstauces,  the 
fonual  right  to  permit  their  troops  to  enter  Mexican  terri- 
toiy,  because  they  simply  assumed  that  their  boundaries  or 
their  citizens  were  threatened  with  danger  from  Texan  In- 
diana, for  the  reason  that  Mexico  would  not  or  could  not 
fulfill  her  treaty  obligations;  hut  there  might,  indeed,  be 
ciroumstances  which,  epite  of  this,  made  it  actually  appear 
entirely  justifiable.  The  government  of  the  Union  claimed 
that  this  was  the  case,  since  Mexico  was  not  able  to  exercise 
any  compulsion  on  the  Indians,  because  the  "army"  of  the 
insurgents  stood  between  the  latter  and  the  Mexican  troops. 
This  was  an  incontestable  fact,  and  if  the  Indians  were  en- 
gaged in  hostile  plots,  an  endangeriuent  of  the  limits  could 
be  prevented  in  fact  only  in  case  the  United  States  them* 
nelvaB  took  care  to  do  so.  Hence,  the  moral  judgment  to  be 
passed  on  the  course  of  procedure  of  the  government  of  the 
Union  depended  only  on  whether  it  had  pertinent  reasons 
for  fear. 

In  a  conversation  with  Gorostiza,  on  the  23d  of  September, 
Forsyth  promised  to  withdraw  the  troops  of  the  Union  from 
Texan  territory  whenever  it  was  confirmed  that,  as  the  am- 
bassador said,  all  the  reports  concerning  the  threatening  atti- 
tadebf  the  Indians  were  malicious  inventions.*  Hence,  there 
was  DO  pretense  of  perfect  conviction  that  one  had  not  to  do 
here  with  a  false  alarm.    Jackson,  however,  did  not  believe 

tifOiliidiM  hofltilizea  el  territorio  amigo.  Do  lo  oontiario  se  hableran 
aaSo  la  facnltad  de  invadine  mutaatmente,  bo  pretexto  de  tocoireree. 
iMi|Miliiiiiiii.  pw  derto,  qoe  taidtia  el  metito  de  la  noredad.  ElBtipoIa- 
sica  tanUen  qoe  daria  el  dia  de  manna  al  primer  Qenend  Uexicano  qne 
lagMa  al  Safaina,  la  facnltad,  de  tomar  poeicion  en  Natehidochea,  6  mas 
lai^  paia  escarmentar  dea  de  alii  &  las  ttibns  de  Indioa  que  vagan  al  {An 
-sda  del  Uiaiaipiu,  j  que  pudierau  manifestar  la  inteiicion  de  pasar  a 
MlidBDi  LooonMstiria  entoncea  el  Gobiemo  de  Iob  Eatados  Unidae?" 
3m.  Doe.,  Mh  Congr.,  Sd  8m.,  Vol  I,  No.  1,  p.  48. 
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tliutbo  needed  to  be  tlius  oonriticed  in  order  to  hie  juetiScft- 
tion.  Itwaa8elf>eridenttoltim  tbathcnueealillod  to  occupy 
tbe  territory  of  Mexico,  altltoug^  be  did  not  beaitaUi  to  admit 
that  altogetlier  too  much  noiee  wm  innde  about  tho  dui^ 
from  Indians.  Kmulttmeously  with  tbe  infonnatioD  aborc 
meutioucd  conveyed  to  tbe  guncnil  goroniraoiit,  that  be  bad 
resolred  to  tnarcb  iuto  Mexican  territory,  Gaines  bad  called 
upon  the  governors  of  four  states  to  fiimisU  a  military  con- 
tingent. But  Jiickson  had  not  approved  iliie  desire,  for  tbe 
reason  tliat  there  wn«  no  occasion  for  ecrioiis  approfaension.' 
OaiDL-a  biiueclf  admitted  this  view  to  be  correct,  and  in- 
formed tbe  governors  that  he  was  no  longer  in  need  of  Uie 
militia.*  Tbe  president  admitted  tiiat  the  feeling  of  U» 
population  of  the  United  States  made  tt  tbe  duty  of  tlic 
Federal  govommcnt  to  refrain  from  taking  any  mcaanre  not 
demanded  by  evident  ncccesity,'  and  be  conooded  tliat  ll» 


■  He  wiote  to  Q^remor  Cannoii  o(  Tenpcii;  "It  it  in  icttttnttb' 
flien  olilieataoiui  [oompletn  iieutmibf]  timl  ttw  nqnintMO  ot  OeMnl 
Otmei  bttie  pretent  iiutanoe  murt  be oofuidend,  oikI  unUai  titareiit 
rtroDger  neoautr  for  It,  it  should  not  be  caiKtioned.  Sboold  tttls  neaaUs 
n»t  be  manifcat,  wtien  it  ii  wetl  knaim  that  Ifae  Aipodtkn  to  bcfriiad  tbi 
Texana  la  a  oommon  feeling  with  Um  dUieni  of  ttin  FnilM  Stataa.  &  ii 
obrioiia  thut  thut  ivquttjlion  niajr  fiirnUh  ft  iomdii  to  Uezico  for  mppariiB 
tluLt  thu  gov<;niinciit  of  tbe  Unitctl  Stat««  uuty  bo  indaoMt  t>j-  iaadcqvt* 
cauaai  to  oventeii  Ibe  liiiea  of  the  oeulrality  which  it  pcofnaca  to  nuiidHL 
.  ,  .  Thent  an  oo  PMSOoa  art  forth  in  the  nqmntioB  wttieti  tho  geoanl 
has  mace  made  upon  7011,  to  jnaUEr  tbe  baliaf  that  the  kna  abore  emtner* 
atod  will  be  itirafficient,  and  I  cannot,  ttieidon,  laiKliao  it  at  tlw  pnM* 
time.  To  BanctiOB  that  ireqaiation  for  the  leaBOOB  which  tooampmfitf 
woold  wanant  Uie  belief  tbat  it  woe  done  to  aid  Tens,  and  not  bm  a 
lane  to  increDt  aa  intringefDent  of  oar  territorial  oitil  nattowd  righ^ 
,  .  .  TbetetB  .  .  .  no  infonaatkn  bo  jostifjthp  opprdicnaaavf 
hoitilitiM  to  as;  aeriom  oxtnnt  bom  the  Weatmi  Indiana."  Sea.  Dea. 
Mth  Coagr..  2d  Seal.,  Vol.  I.  Ko.  1,  p.  61. 

*  Ibid..  PPL  48. 44. 

■Thei)nddenlwTiteetoQ«iaeaoothe4tho(Septoai1wi:  ".  .  .  IW 
troopi  of  the  TTaitod  Staleemaat  DOtoccapranBdtanoBdpoet  En  tha  Jloi- 
ean  tecritoiy,  ualea  it  be  neea^aiy^  uakae  tha  peaoa  ot  tha  toato  k 
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general  to  M-Uuin  lie  bod  giv-CD  full  diecretion  iK  /elation  to 
eateruig  Mexican  territory  Iiad  wieliod  to  tAku  a  vurj  ini' 
I>ortitnt  Etcp  without  being  piislied  thereto  L^  such  a  necee- 
trity.  And,  nutwittietsniliiig  this,  Jnckgon  found  it  cxti'ciiioly 
DOten'orthy  tluit  ATcsicw  complained  of  the  incursion  of  the 
Uoioa  troops.  GoroelUa  was  obliged  to  hear  it  eaid  to  him 
thst  it  would,  after  all,  be  much  "  more  resfionable "  to 
afisiimc  that  Qaines  had  been  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
the  etep,  and  was  moved  by  the  beet  motives,  timn  that  he 
had  dct-ii-od  to  give  aid  indirectly  to  the  Tcxans.' 

Oould  Jackson  poBsibly  I»eIievo  that  the  entry  waa  really 
neossary,  or  that  even  Gaines  had  bona  fd«  poneidcrod  it 
M>?  Tltis  socma  nnthinkable,  even  on  tlte  anppofiition  that 
Cho  preaident  woa  not  better  informed  than  ^\-^t'^  reader  of 
the  newspaper*.  Inomcdiatoly  after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto, 
the  public  were  informed  by  parties  authorized  to  giro  the 
information,  that  the  land  Bpeculators  wci-o  eudeavoring  to 
i»njun}  np  the  Indian  spectre,  in  order  that  with  ita  aid^ 
they  might  bring  it  to  such  a  pass  that  the  United  States 
might  fight  out  the  cause  of  ttie  Texans  for  thciu.^    Hence 

utuiU;  dMnrb«t,  or  thpn  be  a  taoial  CMtiuntf  that  tha  Indiana  are  in 
faoctil*  an«r  lor  tli«  purpMe,  and  are  frbuiuinir  tlie  lueana  ot  opecattOD 
famn  tht  ICexicaii  tcrntoiT."  In  anotJieT  Irttec  of  tb;?  liaiim  diit«  we  n'od: 
"Should  Oto.  GuBOs  £nd  the  statement  nnpocttaK  tlic  MoxiCAn  ^lineral'a 
■BOMgr  In  exciting-  the  Indian*  to  war  Ajninst  the  [Jnibeil  &tat«i  to  be  im* 
Ira*,  aud  tiiu  litilifiiis  dinpoeed  to  n?ni3.Lii  at  peace,  he  will,  of  oaone^  im- 
taediately  wilhdniw  bu  \ovx*  from  KMotfdochcs  to  liU  piiu»  of  eiicam(^ 
neat  oa  the  Sabloe."  Ibid.,  pp.  S^,  6.  It  Lhereforv  uinouuted  to  tbk, 
UMtlba  Union  tzoopt  taigbt  eat«T  Mexicau  tfinitorj  for  Lbeir  information. 
No  notice  wm  taki^u  of  the  tact  that  floroctiia  olFurvd :  "  To  inLininty  that 
Ifae  ftict  of  any  morftment  of  the  Indiana  boinfTMlidted  by  Ui^xioa  or  Uex- 
kaaft  WH  fake." 

'Sen.  Doe.,  2tth  <-^\\p.,  2d  So*.,  ji.  -Iti. 

'0«A«nl  Uocoml*  vnitee,  on  the  '^tli  of  April:  "  He  [the  gcnmoe  of 
Umiaiana]  it  furtlrn:  imprennl  with  thi  bclii^l  thai  il  was  a  acbeme  of 
IhoM  inleivsled  in  tlw  Tesoo  apeeQlatiena,  vho  bad  boen  uulram^tal  in 
nubinc  Om-  Gaiae*  believe  thai  the  Ueviuin  authorities  were  tompcrioj 
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all  rcmarlu  liad  to  be  received  with  redoubled  caatioo.    fini 
G^ncs  DOt  only  lent  them  lits  oar  altogotlior  too  oseily.liBl 
everv  one  know  lu»w  dwideilly  bis  eympaClties  were  witli  t 
Texans.'     Or  did  Juctcswn  n!one  firet  Iiave  to  learn  ttii-uugl 
Gorostiza  )iowcan5dctitia1  a  correspoodetioe  bad  boeo  carri 
on  between  the  Aiucrioin  and  tlie  Texau  beadquorten, 
how  tbe  Indian   alarm   always  followed  on   tUo  Iteeb  of 
advance  o(  the  Mc.\ium  truojH?    Heu^toa  ooiuiderod  Tuaf     , 

wiUi  the  Indinui  wiUua  our  boondohfii,  and  at  tbe  aaue  lita«  ntdtnc,  Iqfl 
fiibw>  eipectatioiu  hiere,  the  njinpatliiei  of  Uie  people  in  favor  oS  tbe  Tci-^^ 
ani>,  vitli  the  vitw  of  inJudnt;  tiie  uithoritiei  of  tbe  Ouited  States  to  hml 
tiicir  aid  in  nuiuiff.  in  thia  city,  a  foroo  wtapowd  of  interested  pcnak 
wbidi  forcu  Hfaould  move  to  tti«  Teiui  bxMiUen  under  llu>  call  of  Ot& 
GoinU;  and  Afl«rwmcd*,  under  falw!  preCAiuioni,  actually  tiuroli  ialo  Tern 
and  ink*  puri  in  tfae  ytia  now  nttfinu  between  tlie  Texau*  luid  llic  gmtni- 
mcnt  of  3L[<>vi(»;  and  nU  thi<  at  the  expense  of  tbe  United  Statoi,  and,  an- 
aequcntly.  witJi  Uie  implied  eanction  ol  the  ^Tcmmeal;  ttunfivinctatbt 
people  of  Tnaa  the  hope  of  it^lf  ing  on  tbtt  gomommit  of  tbe  United 
for  ttieirproleclJon  luid  Hupporti  and  to  the  goranunenfcof  llexiooa|ai^' 
dre  evidence  that  tlie  United  Stattia  worn  actnallr  eofftif^  oantBt;  k 
tba  fanat;  stipulitiooa,  in  a  wai  agaiiut  that  govmuuaat."  OloU,  H 
16.  ISftB.    <*)  1  find  tba  nama  writlcn  MeComb,  alao. 

■  GiUnet  vinle*,  a*  coHjr  u  the  29t}i  of  Uucb.  1K%.  to  tb»  aaaataij 
war:  *'  Should  I  find  any  dispoutioii  on  the  part  of  tite  Henoaa  cr  tb* 
ted  brcthrvn  to  menace  oar  fraatier,  1  cannot  hot  daem  it  mf  iatf,  ^> 
ontr  to  hold  tlie  troops  of  mjr  oommaitd  la  rrodincai  for  actica  ia  Mtm 
of  our  d'mdor  ftonlaor,  bat  to  anttdpota  their  lawlMa  wowuaaaHa  bf  o^ 
iDtr<rnTtiipiKr«fdoTinuiirLnai7(!)nationa]  boandorjr."  Rtec  T>auftl^ 
Ccnirr..  Ut  Smb..  Vol.  VI. 

'  PH  infnucripto  te  atMtondri  tioembanfOporaliondecnGflair  Mtrpr^ 
trato  [tbe  murdering  of  twowhitM  by  Caddo  Indium.  atnadjmwtinMdL 
tampoco  qiiioo  *Rtiiir  por  abom  en  el  exanxm  da  dertca  pomcMaw  f^ 
ban  tmmfnrado  norm  do  una  cDrreepoodraaa  qan  pome  In  antal' 
entiv  diubo  Genend  y  el  coraandota  d«  lu  f iMnaa  ^Yxanas,  da  natanlaB 
no  rnny  neutral  por  eierto,  d  m  qua  en  ella  m  <1i<«  »■  electa  lo  qo*  algoi* 
periotUoM  han  indicado:  tiuapooo  UoBHii  por  alioni  la  atnocioa  dd  Star 
Diddna  aobte  una  ooiBcidonda  bwn  mag^^at,  y  ei  quo  aolo  cnaad»«  li^ 
Untanlas  bopaa  Jtapcaaaa  <m  TqiiM,  m  taaado  «» inwotan  6  m  mafv* 
alii  k»  ezoeiot  da  Um  Indka  pan  qua  Uasan  ma  duda  i  baa  oMm  m6^ 
flodOftincs."    B«a.l)oe..  24thCM«r.,^8Ma.,V(>Ll.No.I.p.ll 


StetoB  as  ;)erfer.tl^  an<]  tirinljr  Halted  in  ia> 
Tlie  liero  of  Sim  Jaciuto  was  »u  iiiagtiaiiinioiiB  as  to 
wish  to  Imld  hit)  pciivurful  anu  over  the  troo]>«  of  the  Union.' 
TLc  Tcxnu  UTiuy  which  wislicd  to  grant  its  powerful  protec- 
tiou  to  tho  iiiiperitlcci  Uiiioii  a^irist  the  Mcxioin^iLiid  Indi- 
aoB,  coiiai^tL-d,  indeed,  no  lonjixT  of  citincnsoE  the  United 
fitate«,  but  it)  part  of  troopa  of  the  Union.  Guincs's  »oldier:i 
kept  on  lUeir  uniforms,  but  preferred  to  go  to  tlie  Texans 
"where  thera  woe-  eoinethiii^  to  do;  and  when  the  Union 
[officers  for  bhaiiiu's  liiiko  doinandud  thuirdc^ortcrB  hack^thoir 
^ToxAQ  ouUuugutt^  uiiawcrud  with  a  pitjing  (thrug  of  the 
^onlders.^  A  more  aiianielees  comedy  of  neutrality  was 
^aiever  pluycd. 

Ooro»tiza  usked  For  his  passports  on  the  15tb  of  October/ 
^liecanee  Dickin^  had  conveyed  to  him  two  dnys  before  the  in- 
formation tliat  tho  Union  troope  could  not  be  rccnllcd  fi-om 
(M.    Spite  of  tbift,  Jackson,  in  bi»  raeMogc  of  tlio  6th  of 

*0<u«i4i^lO  KckiiiB, Oct.  I,  1886:  "En  o«temomenU>l«oc<iiiindiffn»* 
L  Ml  loi  periodiocs  <)»  Ku&vk  Oiteant  que  iicaban  da  llefcai  nna  proolama 

tOenonl  Homdon  qti«  contirmA,  todnn  niiji  r<vn]o«,  y  ivaliza  toia*  vu» 
pRdkdoni^.  En  eUa  fl  Gen<^ml  rTntiston  11nniiiii<]fni>  Pmi'l«nte  de  Tnw, 
y  w>  (in>t«]tto  qit«  uiuM  Indio*  \e  han  dirhn  qm>  otrot  Iniliai  m  union  eon 
fee  Bileiicmiw  [qao  no  ee  faablnn  morido  todiiriiL  de  Matamonia)  intn  &  ata<ar 
A  Nacci|idoche«.  ord^na.  que  m  pongnii  iobra  laa  nniiiu  alguiiM  melidRDOi 
it  k»  oondA'loe  in  mcdiiito*  para  K«t«niu'  1m  bopu  d«  Io«  BtUdos  Uuidoi 
qoe  guunieceu  Eiqiicl  punto.  en  tanio  que  el  QciicraJ  Ga'mca  loa  envia  re(n- 
enm:  vn  pUa  tambicn  pr^rifmo  i  las  uficuil"*  de  didios  miliditnos  qa«  i 
me^da  qnt*  llcirw'n  &  N'^LcnfpWtjci,  as  prew^nt«n  ol  comadantf  Ae  lu  tro- 
pw  do  lo«  Ettodoi  Unldofl  y  que  den  &  bub  ordenm. "    Ibid. .  p.  90. 

•The  "  Penannola  Oaxetbe  "  imtai  "  About  the  mlddlfl  of  lost  moBtli, 
OeBeral  Gfliim  cnt  sji  ntliwr  of  the  United  Slates  DJiiiy  into  Tetaa  to  re* 
«laua  tcmn  AtMxU^*.  Be  found  tb^Di  already  enlisted  in  the  Titxan  «n> 
vice  to  tliti  itumbetof  two  liundred.  They  stilt  ware  Uie  uiiilonn  at  oar 
Armj,  bat  r«fu<tnl.  of  cuunti',  to  return.  "Vha  commutd«r  of  Uie  Texoa 
lOfDM  WW  applied  to,  to  enloroo  their  Ktara;  but  hi*  My  leply  wm,  that 
_fha  •oUi«ra  initrhl  ga.  but  he  luid  no  uatharitf  to  send  tiiom  bock.  Tbw 
I  n  nuw  vjqv  of  oorTtHEnn  wlnlionii."    Tlio  Wilt  in  Tt-niji.  p.  JW. 

*3uii.  Doc.  34th  CoDgr.,  MScn..  Vol.  1,  No.  I,  p.  lUO. 
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December,  declnred  it  to  be  oU  Uie  *'  tnure  singular  "that  the 
iLiubii&&a[lor  had  departed  "on  the  sola  ground  "  of  this  ad- 
vance, since  it  was  well  known  to  htm  how  mucJi  he,  Jackson, 
had  doubted  whether  there  were  pertineot  roasoaa  for  iL' 
Goroetiza  was  certainly  right  in  ftscribiog  it  to  the  dcficieacf 
of  his  power  of  coraprchcusjon  (quisa  per  /dta  da  pnpr^ 
ean^rehamion),  that  people  oould  not  at  lUl  anderstaod  one 
another  in  this  Wiiy.  It  wa&,  indeed,  bard  to  anderetand  wli/ 
be  was  not  "  rcnsonabic  "  CDoagh  to  assume  tlial  the  United 
State*  were  guided  oolj  by  the  purest  of  inteolione.  Hsccr- 
taiuhMvaealso  one  of  tho»e  who,  from  their  own  want  of  prin- 
ciple, inferred  that  the  government  of  the  TXnion  also  kne^ 
nothing  of  morality.*  Jackson,  himself,  indeed,  acknowledged 
that  the  pi>piitatioa  of  the  United  Stated  was  very  partial  to 
the  Toxatis,  iind  that  the  Union  tiad  a  great  interest  in  the 
issue  of  the  controversy,  einco  it  was  well  known  that  Teiu 
desired  to  beoouica  partof  the  Union.'    Should  not  tho^  per- 

'  **  Yoa  wUl  peiceiTe  hj  the  acoompaiiTUMC  docuiocau,  tliat  Llie  cxtmr 
douny  minion  bom  M«iwo  haa  been  titnnimited,  on  Uw  m1«  giounih  tfart 
tfaa  obligattMii  of  Ibn  gwenuaent  to  itself  and  to  Medoo,  tukder  tna^ 
■lipaliLtiont.  bur^  comKllad  toe  to  tonat  a  (tKntioBii;  aotbon^  to  a  \a^ 
officer  ol  our  uniaj  (o  kdranM  into  terntm;  didmed  u  patt  of  Tvtu,  if 
seoeMiux,  lo  ptoLect  our  own  or  thu  ncighboiuic  (1)  frantiar  frao.  TiiitiM 
depredatioo.  .  .  .  'ilio  duparUire  of  Uii*  minlctw  waa  tb«  won  idih 
golar,  aa  Lu  WW  aj>pin>ed  that  the  sufficient  of  tb«<aaK«iLn)pi«df«tlJM 
adfanoa  of  our  tnwps  bj  the  opmnianding  general  bail  been  senoodr 
doiibtMl  b]r  IDC,"  uud  tbat  lb«  tnops  were  tigbtftillj  on  Hsbean  Kd,  cr 
thai  tb^WDoldbave  been  alxvuiljinthdrawu.  Statam/iUan.,  lI,pi.i83IL 

t" There  are  already  those  wLu,  iDdifTureot  to  pgtacipla  thmiirt w,  mA 
proas  to  sospcct  U>c  waat  o£  it  in  otheo,  ci«i8«  tu  with  unbttuni  darifDi 
asd  iDtidiooM  policy."    t.  c 

'  Tbat  the  inhabitanU  of  the  Cnited  StatM  should  feel  strong  pwpat» 
nous  far  the  one  party  i:i  uot  aarpriniiK.  Bat  tlui  citcutDtlaaoe  dwgld,  d 
ittdf ,  tL-ach  oa  great  «ati(ioB,  lest  it  kud  os  'm\a  the  gmt  nmt  of  nSeriif 
public  polic?  to  be  regulated  br  partiality  01  pc^udic«i  and  there  «n  <oo- 
iidications  eoaiKcted  with  Ilia  poatiUs  result  of  itm  ooatest  betwsni  Iht 
bvo  paitiei  of  so  much  ddkat?  sad  impoctamv  to  the  Vaited  Stabsi.  iW 
cor  chanoter  nqolcw  tbat  we  kboidd  neitber  Botidpate  erenfai  BOi  aUoetll 
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>ps,  bRTe  beeu  siifBcienl* without  malung  ajiy  unjust  claiuiB 
on  the  president's  iotellcct,  to  awalten  liim  to  an  anderetand- 
iiig  of  Gorostixn's  view  of  tlie  situation?  It  was  not  only  n 
"plUfoiinded  ttseuuipliuii,  and  one  which  dntod  fartlicr  Iwck 

^  lliaii  Dec«ml>er,  bat  a  fact  of  wliicli  tliere  was  documentary 
proof,  tliat  Texiui  did  not  only  deeipo  and  labor  for  its  incor- 
|x>nitioD  into  the  Union,  but  lliat  a  powerful  party  ia  the 

VU'nion  also  n-as  Btriv-ing  for  tlie  eaine  end. 

As  early  as  the  3i)tli  of  May,  1836,  President  Burnett  had 
sent  James  Collingsworth  and  Peter  "W".  Grayson  as  commiR- 

Mvionera  to  TlTasliIngton  to  efTeot  the  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and,  at 

^  the  same  tltno,  to  communicate  the  fact  that  Texas  desired 

^to  be  admitted  into  tlie  Union.'  One  week  prerions,  Cal- 
hoiu)  had  given  expreftsion  in  congrces  to  his  wish  to  see 

»tha  recognition  of  tlie  independence  and  the  incorporation 
into  the  Union  treated  at  the  same  time;  tliathewaain  favor 
of  the  former  as  well  as  of  the  latter,  and  that  in  any  event 
it  would  soon  be  necessary  to  eotne  to  a  decisiloii  iu  relation 
to  both  qiicstioDg.*  Tho  ngitntioti  of  these  questions  was  car- 
lo coulicil  thfm.  The  known  docirn  of  lii«  Teiani  to  become  a  [lart  of  our 
qvtem,  ■ItlKrugh  itc  gtBtiflcatioa  depcoda  apoa  the  rccwcilnnetit  of  tot- 
fioi  and  conflictinK  iiitemla,  necenariljr  a  vork  of  tame,  and  uncertain  in 
ItMlf,  is  colcalated  to  espMe  oar  condnot  to  misoonatiuctioa  io  ttui  cyea  of 
the  worid."    Ibid.,  p.  1028. 

<  Tookum.  Hiitorr  of  Teui,  II,  p.  175. 

* "  Be  bad  nutdu  up  hit  mind  not  onlr  to  TccogniM  the  independenoe  of 
T«ias,  1)Ul  for  li&r  admiaaian  into  thin  TTnioa;  and  it  tlie  Teuuu  managed 
thrar  nllnini  pitxlf^ritly,  t,hi>y  wooldsdOD  be  calloi]  iifMn  to  ilr^ilc  that  qtiM- 
tion.  No  man  lUuUl  mippotx:  for  &  momiMit  that  tlmt  ooiiTiti7  oould  orer 
oorae  ngnin  nndcr  tho  dominion  of  Mvsiooi  and  ht\  mu  of  opinion  that  it 
wai  DOt  for  our  int«rMt«  that  ihtrt  iihould  be  itn  independent  oomniatiity 
betweeo  in  and  Mexico.  There  were  [towerful  reasons  why  Texu  nbould  be 
a  part  of  thi»  Union.  Tttft  Miithi^rn  iitA.W,  owning  a  »\a.tf.  popnlolion,  wmq 
deeply  intncated  in  prerentiDg  that  ojuntry  from  baring  the  power  to  an- 
nOf  Ihnai  and  tho  navigsting  anil  munufactiirinp  int^mti  of  th»  north 
and  eui  wen  equally  interetted  in  niakiug  it  a  part  of  this  Union.  He 
tiicnight  tlKjr  would  icon  bo  calkd  on  to  d«cide  these  qnestions;  and  whoa 
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ried  on,  iMtb  in  Uio  United  Statcti  oud  Texas,  during  iht 
wbde  euinmcr,  with  euergy,  aud  the  moet  ooniplctB  pob- 
liuitj'.'  Till]  firfit  elections  under  tlie  conatitutiou  of  Teits 
took  place  Iq  tlui  fall.  The  voters  irere  calkd  iipoD,  at  the 
iuac  time,  lo  say  what  t]ieir  attitude  towards  tbo  qoMtioa 
of  auneiuttinn  was.  From  all  quart«ra  allinuatire  ansven 
•Ken  raoeived,  and  the  cahiiiet  began  to  oouault  over  tlic  ooo- 
ditJoQs  on  which  ineorporstiou  into  th«  Union  Blioold  be 
looked  for.* 

The  congre^B  o£  the  United  i>tat«6  bad,  in  tlio  mean  ctiue, 
taken  its  position  on  the  previous  qae&tion  of  tlic  rooogni- 
tion  of  the  independence  of  Texa^,  on  principle.  The  eeu- 
ntc,  on  the  let  of  July,  nnauiuiuudly  resolved  that  Che  iutl«- 
pendence  of  Texas  should  bo  recognized  as  soou  as  it  ww 
Bfioertainod  tliat  it  was  in  a  condition  to  fulfill  the  duties  <•! 
•u  independent  state.  On  the  4th  of  July,  the  last  day  of 
the  session,  the  house  adopted  a  like  resolution  by  a  vote  of 

thoy  did  ul  on  iU  he  wu  for  ncUiifr  on  both  logelber — for  ipcugiijiimlhi 
indepeudenceof  Tcxiu.  and  for  adiniUiiig  berintoUw  Union."  Mi|r£. 
1836.    Dab.  of  Con^.,  X 1 1,  p.  761. 

*  The  (oWowag  renalulioni  of  a  weitiag  held  at  HasfaviUa  on  the  SItk  of 
June.  IKtt.  itre  cliaiactnittie:  "  It  u  uieleH  to  doM  out  cjes  to  obrioa 
(ocUt.  Teua,  in  ipite  of  Ibe  ntiooal  good  fuitfa  ia  tlis  «MOiitien  eC  lR»lm 
by  whicli  WK  bopti  this  tconmiineot  vdl  alw»y«  be  dittiOKanhad.  will  dn« 
troiD  tbesv  states  tho  racaiu  of  oonqoOTing  bn  onouisa.  .  .  .  Otha 
nsMOna  exul  wliy  the  United  Stab*  nbuuld  ivoogniu  IIm  iadejKoAaimd 
TeiQis  before  UwiiM  of  ooograM.  and  wbjr  faitiuT  aleix  abntdd  b«Iakeaii 
XKiKVMiW  to  thnt  oouDti;,  aot  atatmiiry  to  be  ttiUed  hen. "  S«ck.  Do&.  WU 
Cougr.,  Ul  6tu.,  No.  418,  pp.  4,  6.  Aiutiii  writeu  trom  New  Othao*  m 
tbo  leth  of  June,  1838:  "  I  iball  do  all  I  ou  to  ptocon  tbo  ataexaBn  c( 
Tcxiut  to  Uie  United  States,  oa  jut  and  bir  jiriiiciplCT.  Yoakina,  Hid.  vi 
ToxuK,  II,  p- 1"'- 

*Hcporio(tbeAt(t»ilo(tbeUmt«lStAla,Uo(fit  D«b.o(Oaagr^  XUI. 
p.  327.  AcoonliDg  to  Jaj,  Boriew  of  tbe  Uexiciui  War.  p.M.  tbvM  Hum- 
•and  tiro  Vondivd  and  sereDtf-nitu  votes  mm  east  for  aimegstfaa  wmI 
siiw^-oott  s^caiuac  it.  *'  Tfaci  mult  was,  A»lk,  apcm  atolL  poll,  bal  mscQ* 
thfM  TOtei  wen  girea  senlMt  thr  uiw-xatioa."  Msvrs.  Van  Sindt  sid 
SeikdeBKntoMr.CalbouB,  Ai'rilU,  1&44.    Callk'sVaib^  T,p.aS7. 
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one  buudred  and  twenty-ciglit  against  twenty.'  Jackeon, 
however,  now  showud  gn^itercaiitioiienesa  than  slioald  ba%-o 
been  expect^  fi-om  hi^  cuiirde  Iiitlierto.  la  a  &]>ec)al  mes- 
sage oE  the  21ttt  of  December,  lS3ti,  he  plainly  »ii<l  tlint,  ia 
hift  opinion,  it  -was  utccasary  to  act  tlio  part  of  a  calm  epeo- 
tator  a  wtiile  longer;  that  since  Mexico  was  fittiogout  a  new 
expedition  against  Texas,  it  was  unqucationable  Uiat  selfish 
motlveo  would  be  ascribed  to  the  United  States  if,  anticlpat* 
iiig  events,  they  should  even  now  pans  a  judgment  in  this 
inaniier  on  the  issue  of  the  controvei-sy  between  Mexico  and 
its  former  province.'  Unt  the  patience  gf  congress  was  soon 
exhausted.  Ttio  acnnte,  by  a  TOto  of  twenty<tlirc«  againat 
nineteen,  adopted  a  formal  resolution  of  i"ecognition  on  the 
lat  of  Mai-cli,  1837.*  Tiie  house  did  not  wiuit  to  go  so  far. 
It  only  adopted  in  the  appropriation  bill  an  item  (or  a  dip- 
lomatic agent  at  the  Texan  government,  who,  bowcvor,  was 
to  be  sent  thither  ox\\y  when  the  prenidcnt  should  have  aatia- 
fied  himself  of  the  actual  independence  of  the  country;  but, 
ou  the  other  liuiid,  the  bill  spoko  again  of  tlio  "republic  of 
T£«a8."'  From  itA  woniiiig,  one  might  have  read  eqnnlly 
well  either  aye  or  nay;  but  aa  a  matter  of  fact,  this  atep  waa 
considered  by  all  who  took  part  in  it,  as  a  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  Texas. 

Jackcon  liud  6aid  in  the  megenge  of  the  Slst  of  Decern- 
ber,  that  Um  recognition  of  the  iudepcudeuoe  o£  TcxaAfihould 

•  Deb.  al  Congr.,  XII,  p.  7TD.  and  XUI,  p.  13. 
*StaU«tu.'aStiu).,  n,  pp.  1051,  1062. 

*I>di>.  of  Cuuipr.,  XIII,  p.  '202.  Walker,  erf  Mintnippi.  tha  maker  of 
the  motiuD,  decLinnl:  H«  "  bad  it  from  tha  preaidcut'a  own  lipa  tliitt,  if  h« 
*rert  a  fraatoTi  he  would  vote  for  tJiia  rt'si>luliou." 

*  "  .  .  .  (or  the  QulUt  luid  Kahuy  of  u  diplonintic  ogituit  to  be  not  to 
thft  TtpuUic  of  Texm,  whenever  the  pn«idi;nt  o£  tlju  Uniltid  States  majrte- 
ed-n  wUulMCtAO'  i-^i*loDC«  that  Texaii  ii  aa  iodepeudnit  pown-,  and  ■haO 
deem  itexpe<Iient  Ui  uppodnt  inch  minuter."  St^u.  at  L.,  V,  p.  170.  TiiM 
wordiiig  niity  indeed  be  interpreted  to  itte  cScd,  thai,  the  exiirewcn  "  R^ 
pnUic  of  Toxaa  "  iru  not  ialendcd  to  dMignat«  the  actoal  Texai, 
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be  delayed  at  least  atitil  such  time  m  TexM  bad  denoa- 
strated  its  abilitj  to  assert  tt  in  the  moat  undoubted  manner.' 
Tbo  senate  had  based  its  rceolulionof  recognition  of  the  lit 
of  March  on  tlto  nssnmption  that  this  hod  bappcaed.* 
Could  it  cntot'tain  thie  view  in  good  faitb,  and  could  the  ex- 
ecutive fully  agree  in  tluB  Tiew,  so  that  a«00Fding  to  the  pro- 
Tisioii  of  the  appropriaUon  law  of  Uarch  3,  1837,  it  vru 
altogether  unquesUoDably  authorized  to  eetid  a  diplomatic 
Bg«ul?  It  tciuy  bo  shown  that  the  answer  would  hare  hwl 
to  be  an  cnipliatic  tm  iu  case  the  United  Stales  desired,  in 
the  future,  industriously  to  assume  the  position  which  alone 
bad  any  claim  before  tlio  forum  of  healthy  common  fiense  to 
ttio  nanio  of  neutrality. 

A  resolution  of  the  Texan  congress  of  the  22d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1830.  had  authorized  President  Donston  to  enroll  forty 
tliousaiid  Yolunlecra  into  its  service.*  Consideriug  theoon- 
tinually  low  state  of  its  finances  and  the  chronic  revolotioo- 
ary  condition  of  Mexico,  such  an  armed  power  was  nnques- 
tionahly  more  than  snfBcieot  to  frustrate  all  attompte  tt 
another  conquest  The  congress,  however,  had  not  Mid 
where  the  volunteers  were  to  come  from.  It  ooald  not  pos* 
■ibly  have  thought  of  Tesaa  alone  nor  even  mainly,  since  it 
had  been  able  to  bring  only  3,370  men  to  the  txillot-boxea 

"*Pludence,tlk««fon,BeeiiutadiobBt6  that  ire  sbodil*tiU  stand  aloof 
and  mainljiin  wa  pimttiit  fttdtadfi.  if  nat  tmtil  Hexioo  iterif,  ar  eos  of  IIn 
great  toreiga  poreta,  iholl  nucirniu  the  indopondoooe  of  Um  new  gonn- 
mcnt,  at  k-ost  until  tlio  l^ne  of  tJniQ  or  tfae  coursa  d  erenti  dtaD  kiM 
pTOvrO,  tiL'yoTu]  cavil  or  dispute,  tbe  ataUljr  of  the  peo|ile  of  that  tasibj 
to  maintain  LtK'ir  lepomte  •oTeTOgnlj,  and  apbold  (be  govenitiiexiioop- 
itiluti-il  liy  Ihwn," 

•  "  H«Ml7?d,  I'liKt  tl)«  «t«t«  of  Texoa  luviaff  srtablUksd  and  miutiHah^ 
an  Indepciidwt  gorcnunenl.  ap«1>lc  of  peifonmng  those  dntiu>.  fdmsa 
and  domeRtic,  which  appertain  to  tndependmt  govenmcabt,  nnd  it  appev 
bg  tlial  UiRrv  ia  no  looger  an  j  nasoualile  prospect  of  tbe  iiirriCifnl  pm^ 
cutioa  cf  tfae  wai  bjr  Hesico  afainft  uid  lUte,"  eta. 

*  Oou8«,  The  Fiocal  Hiilory  of  T«ia>,  p.  SS. 


« 


OOSTDlTlOSr    OF  TEXAS. 

How  largo  tlio  population  of  the  new-born  6late,  wliich  WM 
on  a  par  as  to  extent  with  the  great  jwwcrs  of  centml  and 
western  Europe,  was,  cannot  be  6Hid  witb  even  an  ap- 
proxinmtion  to  deiinitene&3;  but,  according  to  the  highest 
(estimation  knoim  to  ns,  it  did  not  exceed  100,000.*  This 
figure,  tlicrefort,  reprccoutud  tLc  armed  force  which,  for 
the  pre-'cnt,  the  settlers,  in  common  with  llie  peciido- 
I'lnigraotfi  already  arrived,  weru  really  able  to  pot  in  tha 
field.  According  to  Morfit'a  rcporl,  the  ormy  proper  of 
Toxaa  numbered  two  thonsiind  two  hundred  men,  and  bj 
making  a  levy  of  the  farmers  the  number  of  ntcu  it)  the 
field  coiiM,  for  a  short  time,  be  brought  up  to  five  tboueand. 
The  maritime  force  of  the  rcpnblic  conirietetl  of  four  emull 
ves&els,  with  an  aggregate  uf  twenty-nine  cannon.  In  case, 
tliercfore.  that  the  flondgat^s  of  the  influx  from  the  United 
States  were  dosed,  It  wm  plain  tliat  tbc  Texana  would  hare 

■  Tbe  Wu  in  Texas,  p.  9,  fpvts  iho  popuUlioa  in  1832-88  at  84,07^. 
The  moife  of  eipn-Miion  1*,  haytt-wr,  not  cli*itr.  Lundy  speoln  later  of 
97,IX)0  iohabitftnta,  to  that  in  the  first  Ugan  the  foteii^  tetticn,  catimated 
atlSJXOta'JUiWO,  daootsecmtobneuibraoed.  ThegoreninieiitcoituiuB- 
■ooner,  Aliuonte,  on  Ui«  olh<>r  hunt),  oitiioutM  the  populxtjoo  of  Texa^ 
pwperin  ISSt,  Bto«l7  36,:M0,  of  wiiom  IS.SOOwere  Indians.  (Kennedy, 
Texas.  II.  p.  79.)  EeuDL-dy  Micvco  that  "  Angrlo-TKiana "  aloaa  miut 
bam  amoimteil  to  30.000;  2,0OD  iic^rooi,  i.  t.,  tiikren  not  eountetl.  (Ibid., 
p.  80.)  Jitckfon'i  iHp.>iiU  Morfit,  in  1836.  wtiniatM  tlie  affKnufate  popula- 
tion at  65.i)(M.  of  whom  SO.O(W  were  An  jlo- American  aettlera.  and  3.50) 
Spanuh  Mexicans.  "  If  I  mro  t^ka  my  ovn  jtid^mttnt  «xcLiutVAl;  on  till* 
taatbor,  &nd  wtix)  bo  reason  iw  lo  wkai  I  have  not  aeen  bj  ttiiht  nliicli  I 
havp,  I  thmild  Mj  the  poptilntion,  ^scLnnve  of  Mexican*,  Indi&ni  and  no* 
groaa,  bos  nerar  oscoeded  30,000."  Dob.  oE  Cou^ri^.,  Sill,  p.  ^.  Laatly, 
Qooge.  The  Fiscal  Uifitany  of  Texas,  p.  •13,  Epmks  of  a  "  nation  of  20,000," 
ia  wbitfa  bo  Arideabb'  bos  in  now  only  tlift  controlUnfr  elemout,  tbe  Asglo* 
Amvriran  aettlmt.  Chutuiini;,  Lclter  to  H.  Ct&j,  on  tbe  Anm-ziktion  of 
ToxM,  vntM ;  "  [t  should  also  be  icmAmbcrei  thnt  tbo  Tiixuni  vrete  not 
onljr  a  drop  of  the  bucket  compared  witti  tlie  Maiican  pupuUlion,  but 
Uuf  wine  admded  minority  in  the  particuliir  sinte  to  which  they  be- 
Uogod."  ChuminffB  World,  11,  p.  191.  Here  he  must  have  in  mind. 
Owhofla  OOMWCtol  witJi  'T^um. 
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to  have  FalslafTK  unlimited  caimvily  fur  luuItijWicHlion,  if 
tlie  forty  thousand  men  were  to  be  levied.  And  if  tliejf  bad 
l)een  IcvictI,  Ihty  would  have  luid  to  put  the  Mexicaoi  lo 
flight  by  tlieir  yclU,  uulces  ilioy  obtaintMl  murcdEcJcut  amu 
from  the  United  State*.  Nay,  hnnger  would  soon  have 
driven  tlie  five  tlion«atid  and  even  tlie  two  thonsand  tViX) 
hundred  from  tJie  camp,  were  it  not  that  t!ie  money  neoe»- 
sarr  to  pn>ciirc  tbcni  the  means  of  suhsUtcnce  had  been  sent 
them  from  the  United  States.  In  November,  1835,  the 
board  of  revenue  bod  resigned  under  tlie  weight  of  a  debt  of 
tliirty-six  dollni'a.'  Texa«  had  ^nbscqnently  made  the  matt 
energetic  effort*  to  put  it*  iliiances  on  the  footing  of  those 
of  agre-it  state,  not, however, in  what  concerned  the  receipt*, 
but  only  Its  debts.  A  law  of  the  SOth  of  Jununiy  author- 
ized the  eniiesion  of  treasnry  notes  to  Ibe  amount  of  ODe 
linndi-iKl  and  fifty  tliou«and  dollan!,  and  on  the  ITtli  of  No- 
vembcr,  1S37,  tlio state  debt  smountod  to  one  million,  nine^ 
tlioiisjiiid  nine  hundred  and  cighty-foiir  dollnrs,  while  the 
minister  of  finance  was  obliged  to  report  that  the  gov«m- 
ment  hod  ncitlicr  money  nor  credit  enough  to  pnrchaM  the 
nooegaary  writing  material.'  Mortit  had,  at  the  end  of  ISSA. 
expressed  his  wonder  that  the  gtnigglo  for  their  indcpcndcuee 
had  ooet  tlie  Texana  themselves  so  few  tneo  luid  io  little 
moDoy.'    Whcn,in  epiteof  this, the govemment,aftcrayear, 

'"Oor  liaanoeaaiuHnif  from  the  leeeipta  for  doMoi  lanili  ...  an 
fiRy-«ii;lit  Julian  and  (bic^  cwtih  Ihu  tiu>D«j  ham  been  flTbaB«t«d,  aad 
an  uilviuicii>  \tf  the  pienieiit  of  the  ooandl  of  tbirty-wc  tVtUaia."  Bqat 
(o  thi>  g>-n(?rftl  eonralbktioa.    Oooga,  The  Fifcal  lltstorx  cf  Taza*,  p.  1$, 

•GougiM>p.27,  72.  73. 

*  "Itio  pivMat  w»ouii»i  of  Tena  an  ptianpaHy  dcrind  firam  tbe  qm- 
potbio*  of  thoic  uoieUwn  aad  Entodi  in  tfa*  Unitod  SUto,  awl  bgr  latm 
■|Na  tbo  cndit  of  th«  tlnte.  Tlw  donatkiiu  from  tlw  (anon  qoartar  bsR 
baan,  and  will  DO<loubteontumeto1)c^T«igp  lUienl,  ntxl  indeed  BUBfSwrt- 
Stvetal  indlFidii&kDOt  inttMvsted  in  th»  MiooaM  of  theoMntiT  furtlMr  Oiaa 
Umb-  seneml  atlntilimcat  to  tbe  oauMOE  iDd>|i«uk»oi  ami  tUtoC  IImb 
old  oinpalnoU.  hnra  uDOrieolatioialj  pnataled  ftw  IhnnMnd  doftMh 
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longer  able  to  pay  for  the 


ens  u-ith  wLluh  it  wrote 
ful  [)1ira&es  which  leveled  miHershle  Mexico  to  the 
ground  with  tlicir  h'ghtning,  we  may  be  allowed  to  Buy 
that  assistance  from  tlie  United  States  was  the  conditio 
nine  qua  non  of  the  assertion  of  independence,  etUl  more 
Uian  of  the  breaking  of  Mcxiuui  liupi-utnncy.  That  Texas 
itaelf  did  not  consider  Mexico  absolucely  powerletui,  ftpito  of 
the  disgraceful  defeat  at  Sao  Jacinto,  was  apparent  from  the 
fact  tlwt  it  believed  that,  under  certain  circunii^tanceft,  an 
army  of  forty  thougnnd  men  mijjht  he  needed.  But  oveu  if 
there  hud  he^a  no  such  country  as  Mexico  in  the  world, 
eoold  one  hundred  thoiisiind  men  of  entirely  different  nation- 
alities, and  of  even  entirely  diflerent  races,  6catt«red  over  a 
territory  oL  unmeasured  boon  da,  and  not  In  a  cunditiun  or 
not  willing  to  provide  their  government  with  ink  and  paper 
—  oould  tliey  be  looked  upon  as  a  state  of  which  it  could  be 
awtuucd,  with  ccrtaiiity,  tliat  it  could  jierfunu  all  tlie  duties 
of  an  indej^eiidcnt  8tutc?  Both  the  pnj^ldcnt  and  congress 
wcru  welt  CTiougb  Informed  of  tlioae  circumstances,  for  Mor- 
tit'd  report  wa»  appended  to  llio  mee«age  of  the  2l8t  of 
December,  1836. 

Thti  probability  of  the  permanent  &ucce»s  of  the  revolu- 
tion of  ToxiiA  and  tho  endeavor  of  Juckbon  to  preserve  to 
the  United  States,  so  far  as  that  was  still  poealble,  tho  appear- 
ance of  neutrality,  grew  in  the  same  proportion.  That  he 
was  concerned  only  to  Bavo  uppearancca  ia  proved  to  a 
demonstration,  by  the  attitude  which  he  maintained  to- 
wards Mexico  in  tlic  cODtrovcrelcfi  directly  pending  between 

lAalt  Dumben  bare  eootnbuteil  cee  thouHuid  eoob,  and  imaU  uwciatiaiu 
in  tbfl  diflisent  states  liuve  thrown  in  thctr  aid.  uulil  ttie  tiuuiutrati;  hoi 
nvcUecI  to  a  Lu^p!  iLmoiint.  I  hd.TO  b«eu  (urpiued  to  Gnd  tl)»t  Toxu  Itaa 
cairied  oo  a  wcoeaefut  irar  tbna  far,  with  ao  UtUo  entbanuemeiit  (o  her 
own  wM*^—  or  ber  tr«uury ;  and  iu'Ttiii|iB  it  is  tha  fint  iaitaaod  ia  tiu  lus- 
tOETOf  DBtiorowbcnaataUbwinutuuifd  ikdf  by  men  and  neKosdniwa 
r<!)frMna<listaai»."    Deb.  of  Canyr.,  XIII,  p.  826. 
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tlio  tn-0  couutries.  It  ia  ao  exaggeration  of  the  spirit  of 
port^  to  say  tliat  ho  Eou^ht  the  quarrel,  hut  he  mndc  mouo- 
tains  out  of  mole-hills,  and  tho  way  iit  ivKich  he  did  it  ■!- 
lovn  Oio  a&iuiuptioD  of  scarcely  any  lootive  bet  tie  deeire 
to  dri\'e  the  two  etatcs,  in  their  relatiooB  to  each  other,  to 
such  extruinitica  tliat  if  tlicrc  \rcru  need  of  it,  tlie  f&te  of 
Texas  might  be  decided  directly  by  the  United  StAtes  ind 
by  force  of  arms. 

On  tlie  20th  of  Jnly,  1836,  the  secretary  of  state  miat  tie 
cfiarffS<rqfftir£s  in  Mexico,  Fowhattan  EIH*  of  Miesieeippi, 
a  llat  of  fifteoQ  grievaucce  of  citizens  of  the  UnitGd  Slatn 
against  Mexico,  for  which  he  wm  to  demand  satisfaction. 
Although  Forsyth  admitted  that  ho  could  not  sopport  all 
the  compIaint«  by  proof,  he  instrnctcd  Ellis  to  threaten  to 
take  Lis  dopartare  in  case  ho  did  not  receive  a  eotiaSutoi^ 
anevor  within  three  weeks;  and  if  this  threat  had  noefliKt, 
then  to  give  Hexioo  a  respite  of  two  wccke  more  befon  fc« 
asked  his  pnMivorts.  And  this  blont  coirrso  found  favor,  al- 
though none  of  the  grievances  contained  a  direct  oomplaifit 
against  tlie  govenitnent  A  large  part  ehoutd  not  havebeen 
made  the  subject  of  diplomatic  negotiations  at  all,  hat  ehoald 
hare  been  settled  by  the  Mexican  courta'  Ellis,  a  faoatiml 
alavoorat,  who  hnd  the  nequiitition  of  Texnaat  heart,  aoqnit 
ted  himaelf  of  the  task  to  the  fullest  gatiafactioo  of  bU 
masters.  As  early  as  the  20th  of  October  he  had  prooeMM 
SO  &r  as  to  be  able  to  wait  on  Mcxioo  with  tlie  first  threat 

'  When  Mexica  bioiigbt  up  a  grievaiKe  in  WMbingtoo,  Fonjth  ivpolM 
it  on  tbo  'J9tfa  oE  JimuBir,  1886,  with  the  aafing:  "  Hut  tho  oootU  d 
the  Uiiitvd  Staka  ure  Ereelj  open  to  all  penmu  in  ibar  ixuv^xtkm,  ^tio 
maj  consider  thamiielTet  to  have  been  BggrieT«d  in  oootiaTeuti  on  of  OUT  h«i 
and  tn>flti#«."  Wkcn  Uonutcnonow  BMCilcd  tbfttunft-pnnciplefQrUB- 
ioo,  Ellin  lilted  ou  tlte  l&tli  of  Korambei:  "Tbe  ojilaimt  i-iinVHai  kj 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Muiiuterio  which  liniiU  the  citueiu  ol  the  DnitMl  Sula 
hanDS  ocrtaiu  cUinii  og-^iitl  the  gOTCXBBUiDt,  lo  nwoit  to  Um  ju^MBtl 
trilxuudiol  Mesioa  tor  iuitemiiity.  u  vboUr  inde£andbla^"  EiM.Dta. 
Mtb  Coogr.,  3d  Sen.,  Vol.  lU,  Ko- 139. 
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Monaaterio  ariflwcnsd  tlie  next  day  in  an  enHroly  worthy 
nutnner,  that  asliort  (IcJay  in  answering  a  note  waa  no  gronnd 
for  breaking  off  negotiations;  and  tliat  tho  Mcxiian  gov- 
I'mment  would  givB  itsanswer  as  ttoon  as  it  was  placed  in  a 
oundition  to  give  an  answer  by  means  of  the  docnmcnt£  al- 
ready asked  for.'  Bnt  Ellia  had  not  been  instrncted  to  tnbo 
t-eoAoiu  into  considcralion.  On  the  4t}\.  of  Xovcmbcr  ho 
obeyed  tbeaecoad  part  of  his  instructions,  and  gave  Mexico 
notice  of  the  last  two  weeks'  term  of  g^nce.  Monasterio 
anawcrcd  before  the  explratiuri  of  the  term.  Two  grievances 
had  been  alreiKly  settled,  satisfaction  was  promised  for  others, 
sooie  were  referred  to  tbo  courts,  judgment  was  suspended 
in  respect  to  some  because  a  decision  at  the  time  was  not 
pofisible,  and  some  were  rejected  as  unfounded.'    Tlio  last 

'  AdAiuB  pufed  the  following  jadKmeDt  od  Jackaoa't  coutae  nai  this 
9UtBHpouiaaa»:  "  It  ia  impoanbU  to  speak  of  the  voiiUuct  of  our  iporeni- 
mflBt toward!  Ucxiooi  with  theffmn^wbiclitbe  great  prmapl»  and  viUil 
tmttoBnl  intcrciU  itiTolved  in  it  wnnid  r'>quin>.  'Ilioro  ore  hxgi  and  sen- 
otn  canaee  vt  complaint,  utid  jiint  cliiims  of  induninit/  by  citixeiu  of  tlio 
United  States  sffainBt  the  gofoanuoA  abatidoncd  and  »cnSu<>d  by  our 
^own,  opoa  Uio  mati  triToloiu  pietensee  oi  oUimded  dtipiitj',  lutd  i«[ieuted 
ipltiTca  of  n<-gotifttioD  wiUxiiit  rhyina  or  roason.  Fmn  Ibo  dftjr  of  the 
I  of  Sin  Jionto^  evoT  Diovenientof  tlw  adiotni»tntiou  of  Uur  Union 
1  to  have  been  made  tor  tbe  exprea  purpoae  of  brcuJdng  otF  iiego- 
liatioQ  and  precipilatine  a  wur,  or  bjr  frigh Wing  Mexioo  by  tuenuoe*  into 
flcMiOB  not  onl>  of  TeuH,  but  Uie  wlide  coune  of  the  iC^n  del  Norte,  and 
fi»  d«8T«««  0*  latiliKli'  ftcroM  th*  Mntin^ct  to  the  South  Sen.  TJie  inatnic- 
tiob  of  Slet  July,  l^'te,  from  the  KcrelAjy  of  ■inte  to  Mr.  Ellia.  aliaoat 
(aioaedlatelf  after  tli«  botllp.  wm  mdentljr  preiii«3itfttpd  to  prodaee  a 
rnptm*,  aii<l  iras  but  too  butlifnlly  carried  into  cxcontian.  Eia  [Ellii'e] 
lettflr  of  2t>Ui  Odobor,  1436.  to  Mr.  Mnriulmo,  wh  A*  ptvnionitoiy 
wjmx'it'oti  ami  no  tne-bcari«l  dHwa  of  thia  Union  cam  read  It.  and  ttm 
■B«r?T  to  it  on  the  nnct  daj  by  Mr.  UonBaterio,  without  Unihtnft  tor  liia 
ooonliT'"  Speech  of  J.  Q.  Adama  .  .  .  from  the  16th  of  Jnne  le 
the  7th  of  July.  !»».  p.  12S. 

"Il*  portioolara  ftt«  to  be  found  in  Jay.  R«Ti«ir  of  the  Mcsjcoo  War, 
p^  S7  aoq.  Jay  (p.  V>)  Ihas  soma  op  hia  jsdgmrnt:  "  II  in  tw«.  indeed, 
tiat diptoiaatic  hiitory  exhibit*  a  MriH of  nalnnU  oomplainla  aotmial  in 
38 
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dibpo&itton  was  nmde  of  tome  coraplalntfl  which  Ellia,  of  bit] 
own  motioo,  bud  added  to  tlic  list  of  hifi  gOTorummt.    Hat ' 
ft  h^  been  left  to  him  to  eay  wliat  answer  he  would  oua- 
rider  satisfactory.    On  the  Tth  of  December  be  oekod  hu 
passports,  and  tlie  question  of  the  Mexican  gorernmcnt, 
what  mofed  him  thereto,  he  answered  with  silence.' 

Immediately  aft«r  EIUr'*'  return  the  president  eont  «  nw*- 
ugD  to  congPOM,  in  whieh  he  expressed  the  conviction,  ibit 
the  tTnited  States  would  be  completely  justified  before  tlie 
einlizcd  world  if  they  shonid  instantly  declare  war  against 
Mexico.     "But  to  ]>erform  an  act  of  anpererogntion  bs  pw- 
posed  a  Inst  effort  to  obtain  sntisfactionnmical'ly.     Inordet. 
to  prevent  all  further  delay,  he  even  now  demanded  the  an 
tboriKation    of    tlie   making  of    reprieaU   in    case  Uexico-^ 
should  continue  headstrong.'    Instead  of  tlie  fifteco  grier-j 

th4inar>W(a,  urged  witii  •»  mo^  ifjlMii  utA  AfrognnM  on  Ut4  oM  Ab,  • 
van  witJi  M)  madi  fflinien  and  Roott  temper  on  the  other." 

>  Sen.  Doc,  21Ui  Cooip--.  2d  Seae.,  Vol.  II,  No.  l$i),  p.  TO.  Clay> jodr 
m«iitwM  not  too  sertrc,  but  nltoffdhcr  toa  in3d,  whm  he  nid:  "& 
mutt  ra;  in  ol!  nuiitnr  and  truth,  that  ihr  dcpnrtnti^  of  our  rtptttntit* 
fmm  Mrnc4,  wnda  the  cbtninntanon,  wan  banb,  abrupt,  and 
mu"    Deb.  of  Coner.  Xni.  p.  188. 

*  "The  length  of  time  bLdcc  «omo  of  the  injorios  hiv*  bMo 
the  repeated  and  imavailiitg  applications  Cor  ndma,  Uw  wanboa  chKietfT 
of  sonin  of  tha  ontmges  upon  ttia  praporlj  and  pitsoai  OC 
upon  thcoffiocnand  flag  of  the  United  Slate*,  indepeodoit  of  ifMBtn- 
rnilt*  to  tbi«  i3n>venuneiit  and  people  by  the  Into  axtnordinafy  WoSbu 
Buuj»t«r  (Ooicvtisa  bad  published  a  pamphlet  in  which  ha  bcaoded  Ibi 
oonne  of  the  UnSti>d  States  in  tJie  Texan  qaertioo).  woald  iaatJtf,  m  tb 
tft»  of  all  nationi,  inunedinte  wnr.  tliat  nmtiy,  howenr,  ilioaiil  mt 
be  osed  hy  just  and  B«nerouB  notiona,  oonftdiaB  ia  their  stin^ttk  bit  aiis- 
liea  oommitled,  if  it  can  be  hoooraUjr  avoided;  and  it  baa  oeeiufad  to  ai^ 
that,  oonudennsr  tha  pnsent  embanasMd  oondition  of  tbat  ooonlif.  v 
diould  act  with  both  wisdom  and  nodentien,  bj  givioff  to  iUaa  v0 
nune  opportunity  to  atone  for  the  past,  before  we  lak«  ndrOM  lalo  (sr 
own  huids.  To  avoid  all  misoonoeptioQ  on  the  pan  of  Modco,  u  *d  « 
piotMt  onr  own  nfttaooid  diandar  bora  repcoach,  this  opportunity  d^ 
be  givm  iritb  the  aroired  design  and  fuQ  pcepantioB  to  taka  taimiii'^ 
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anoes  which  Ellis  had  been  obliged  to  present,  the  president 
now  prc^'Dted  a  li§t  of  fortv-six  grievances  to  con^reee. 
Bnt  if  recourse  was  had  to  reprJMls,  or  if  war  were  inime- 
(liatelj  begun,  it  could  obviouitly  be  done  onljr  on  the  ground 
nt  those  older  complaints,  whicli,  lu  we  liavo  seen,  liad  been 
reduced  to  tliirtecii  even  before  Ellis  had  made  tiis  dvinand&. 
Jackson,  too,  knew  very  well  that  "just  and  magOHnimoM 
nations  "  are  not  wont  to  have  rcc-otirsc  to  blows  bofurt:  they 
hare  demanded  sntisfnction.  And  if  he  liad  not  known  this, 
he  must  havo  known  tliat  tlieUi:itcil  States  woro  obligated 
thereto  towards  Mexico  by  a  formal  trejity  stipulation.'  Bat 
more  yet!  Of  the,  thirty-throe  new  griCTiinccs  presented,  thirty- 
two  doted  from  the  time  of  the  friendly  and  commercial 
Irwity  which  had  been  ratified  on  the  5th  of  April,  1832, 
And  even  if  they  had  not  been  barred  on  that  arcount,  it 
was  nTiijnCfitionjihlc  tlmt,  for  this  very  reason,  all  abrupt  pro- 
lire  In  respect  to  them  was  prohibited.  But  may  it  not 
that  Jackson  also  really  believed  that  tlie  thirteen  com- 

:1ioD,  if  it  Bhould  not  be  abtainccl  on  a  icpetilinn  of  the  denuuid 
To  lUU  enil  I  recommend  that  ftn  act  Vw  paa;iv]  awthflrijimg  iftpri- 
■nb,  niid  the  use  of  tiie  naval  force  of  the  United  StAtcs  by  the  execntiTe 
■jfaiiut  Mexico,  to  vtitnnv  Ulkih,  in  th«  ennt  of  a  tefuHal  by  the  Hoxicaa 
SOTenuaont  to  oomo  to  an  amicable  «)jiutmeot  of  the  mattAn  in  conbo- 
renr  bctw^vn  w,  upoa  anolher  demand  thmeof  made  &tn9  on  board  one 
ol  onr  vencls-of-inir  on  the  oooct  cf  Mexico.'*  The  Rth  of  VcWattrj, 
tB37.  Stnlt-sm-'e  Man..  11.  pp.  lOfS.  1054.  The  Tth  of  Fobruaiy  b  mort 
fraqwMilly  ifivna  ax  Uia  date  ot  tho  nii>aai^,  and  in  a  nport  of  the  lenste 
f)0iaiiiikt«ew««TenKitdtbe8Uiof  Fcbnuu;.    Dub.  of  Coqutt.,  Sill,  p.  308. 

' "  If  [wlial  inilmd  cannot  bo  ezpActnd]  an/  crf  thu  artinlm  contained  in 
the  pnient treat; ih all  tic  violated  or  infrncti^d  in  onj  manner  what«T«r, 
it  b  edpatated  that  ndUiirr  of  the  contrafiting  [>utJu  will  onli-r  or  nuthor- 
im  Hof  Ad*  of  tepHnl,  oor  dcclimi  war  againat  tha  other,  on  oomplaintu 
4f  i^jniiM  or  damage*,  aatil  the  aiud  party  oonsidmng  iUcU  offuadod, 
■ball  flnt  bftTc  presented  to  the  other  u  ictjttement  ot  each  injuries  and 
damai^  vcrifitd  by  compebent  proo&,  and  demanded  jiutiet  and  xatu* 
foctiOD,  andtheBaDMaball  hav«  boon  rrfunnlor  nnivasonablf  dctujcd.'* 
Tnatj  of  April  t>.  I^I  (or  Apnl  5, 1:U2),  Ait.  XXXIV,  datue  S;  Stol.  at 

,  Vin.  p.  426. 
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plaints  From  tlie  orlginalllst  in  tlie  iastiiiction«  of  the  SOdi 
of  July,lS36  —  mark  tliedate  —  suflftoecl  to  justify  tlioooiirie 
of  proeoduro  reoomniondod  hy  him!  Ellis'a  letter  of  eom- 
plnint  of  tlie  26th  of  SepIemlKsr,  which  was  based  eimpljr 
on  these  gHevanoos,  laid  a  load  vf  charges  at  ]i«):ic(>'8  door 
which  would  have  certainlj  jnetified  the  nio«t  dccinre  meat- 
arcs.'  But  in  Jackfion'e  letter  to  Governor  Cannoa,  of  Tm- 
□ewec,  already  cited,  which  had  heou  wi-ittea  oo  the  filh  uf 
Aa^st,  that  is,  more  ttiaa  two  weeks  later  than  the  iustmc- 
tions  toKlIiehad  Ikkd  vrhttcn,  tlie  proaideat  dwilarod  tliat  tha 
United  States  would  know  how  lo  get  satisfaction  iC  Kextoo 
shonid  bccumc  gnilty  of  sudi  an  oiTcntv;  hot  tliat  thas  far — 
whether  iinfortnnatcly,  gv<ere\ —  it  ccmid  nol  be  cltnrgedwith 
any.'  Tiie  8»sertiona  of  the  ambasijudor  were,  Uierofore^  in 
the  opinion  of  the  prceidctitj  au  nntraUifal  oxaggerationt — ha 
nQCOoditionaUy  approved  the  course  of  the  ambaeewior  ud 
tLue  tnmsformed  the  antruthfal  exaggeration  into  «  an- 
acious  falsehood  —  aod  od  that  lalsehoud,  as  ahaei»,  beat- 
serted  tlrnt  a  declaration  of  war  was  justifiable,  and  demanded 
from  cougrCH  an  authorization   to  make  rcpriaala,  which 

■  •"Tliofla^of  tike  Unitod  9tstot  bu  been lepeatodV  iiwiUfd. and  flicd 
Dpofi  by  the  pabljc  onmA  *«w1b  of  this  gunrnmant;  hir  nmiab,  fa  ll- 
raost  ernr  port  of  tbc  republic,  hnro  Iwcn  mabnaled  anil  insuItMl  by  the 
pabUc  audMnlieai  ber  citHen*,  while  in  thn  poraoit  of  a  lavfn]  tn4^ 
htm  bMu  Murfcpxi  on  th*  high  wa>,  hj  a  komtioat  and  unicrtraiul 
■oUieiT.  Otfaenlwnibaan  anvted  and  BoooTsnl  in  tbe»tr«pt8  tijr  tbt 
wWimf,  Uk»  malafectoR;  UtajrliavB  bean  KiMd  and  inp.-waM  tuute 
the  iDOBt  frivolofu  pntczti;  their  property  hax  htta  ooodnnnK)  and  cea* 
fiaeabed  in  rialfltioa  of  edtHag  tmtiei  snd  the  ackDOwleileed  law  of  m- 
tuna,  and  large  nuu  oi  moaty  hun  beco  exacted  cf  tkrai,  oaatcMy  to 
All  l&w." 

■ "  Sboald  Utfcuo  iBsalt  oov  TiatJoma]  Sag,  inrade  our  luirtttxjr,  or  isftc- 
raptonr  dtnm  m  the  lawfid  pmnils  wMch  are  gaaraoteod  to  Ibctt  if 
tiea^,  thru  ibe  ywwDBiwt  wiQ  prenptly  npel  tbe  inult,  aad  hJa 
■psedyRpantion  for  the  iitjury-  But  it  doei  not  teeia  flial  oftMH  of 
thk  cfaanclcc  ban  been  couihuUmI  l^  Mttxiax" 
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wuuhl  have  pluceil  it  cotnpletei/  in  his  power  to  bring  od  a 
war  at  any  tuoiucuL 

NeitliLT  in  ilic  senate  nor  in  tlte  house  of  repreeoiiiatives 
was  tlic  majority  prcpurcd  to  give  tlie  president  oarie  hlancha 
tor  Ilia  wuyla^Kr-jJolicy.  He  received  little  support  even 
from  lliosu  hIio  would  pcrlmjju  bavo  not  made  a  case  of  con- 
science out  of  it,  because  tlie/  said  to  tbenibclvw  tbiit  tboy 
would  only  spoil  tlieir  gniiic  with  tlie  people  if  tiicy  ec- 
dean>red  to  obtain  Texas  troiu  ifexicu  l>y  sucli  brutal  violence 
But  even  if  cougrass  did  not  gnuil  Jackson  tbe  wisbud  for 
autliority,  it  did  not  hesitate  to  approve  tbe  tendency  of  bis 
policy.  Tbe  vonunitteeii  of  b(;tb  huuws  a^^reed  witb  tbe 
president  that  tbere  «a*  reason  enougb  to  have  inimi^diate 
reconrse  to  furcc,^  and  both  liouses  gave  notice,  by  meaoB  of 
resolution*,  that  the  United  States  wonld  know  bow  to  ob- 
tain their  riglitg,  in  case  Mexico  would  not  respond  to  a 
new  —  tlie  last — friendly  demand. 

The  committee  of  the  senate  bad  thought  well  to  lay 
l^  tbe  fact  that  tbe  manner  in  wbicb  litis  lost  friendly 
Iwas  to  !»  made  .should  be  left  entirety  to  tlio  presi- 
Tbts  meant  to  tnrntlic"  inagnanimoun"  attempt ata 
tiement  into  an  nn  worthy  hypocrilical  comedy, 
lid  was  the  man  to  wliom  Jackson  confided  the 
'twig  of  oli70,"aud  the  senate  oonfinned  bis  itominatiOD 
witliont  besitatioM.  Whs  the  Mexican  government  or  the 
popntation  of  the  United  Stated  considered  tw  weak-minded 
that  tb^  would  tliiuk  tbie  ucw  trampling  under  foot  of  tbe 


'  "  If  Hac  gorcmtnvtit  of  tbs  tTnitcd  States  itrcre  diqxited  to  exact  itiiot 
and  proropC  n-divss  bum  MtMioo.  yout  ooDtmittur  might,  with  Jiutiue.  rafr- 
SDuiicad  ui  ioiianlurtc  na^ct  hi  war,  or  tvpoMtlK."  K«pO[t  o£  Um  Coa- 
miLtm  of  tbe  Scnat.;,  Deb.  of  Canir->  ^IH,  p.  V£f. 

" 'llit^  fuUf  concur  with  the  pRUudont,  Uiat  Mnplccfintecadtlafortakuif 
kkUim  into  our  own  lnutd*.  aud  believe  Ibv-t  w«!  >liEiu]d  bo  ju^tilkd  iu  tbe 
•^oionof  othi>!r  niiboni  for  taking  rach  a  ibep."  Beportctf  tbe  ConimJb- 
iee  of  tlK  tluiiK-,  itiid.  (1.  SOO. 
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defeuoeloss  woak  oue,  by  the  laad-hitiigrj'  etn>o|^  odc,  k«  an 
ofTer  of  peiice  honestly  ineantt  Yet  it  wiu  wdt  knovm  in 
■Wasliiugton  how  mucli  Mexico,  oonscbus  of  its  vrculciie>», 
desired  to  avoid  a  breacli,  and  beace  it  waa  feared  Lbat  tbeev 
infiults  might  not  be  eufiicient  The  report  of  the  committoo 
of  tlic  boiiee  from  wliicb  the  resolutions  in  qnoation  went 
adopted  by  the  houac,  hod  recommended  that  the  n<^tia- 
tions  should  bo  eanied  on  by  an  ambassador  of  the  liighost 
rank.'  But  the  executive  -vras  pleased  to  insult  Mexico  b;  , 
the  nomination  of  KIlis,  and  then  sent  a  simple  courier  in 
his  place.'  Van  Buron,  who  had,  in  the  meantime,  become 
president,  gave  Hcxioo  ten  days  to  auswer.  The  Mexieaa 
government  answered  immediately  that  it  wished  to  do  jns- 
tice  to  the  og[uitablc  demands  of  the  United  States  iu  every 
respect  and  as  fast  as  possible;  but  that  several  qnesttoos 

' "  It  ii  ti)4ir  opinioa  that  a  diplODuUc  fuDCtkouy  of  the  higlmt  ga^ 
shonU  be  appoiiLl«d  to  beat  thi*  lait  appoftl,  whoM  nnk  would  utdit^ 
at  once  the  unpoitanao  ol  lus  miBiOD.  aud  the  leipect  in  wbidt  the  ^o** 
mnanbtit  u>  vbicb  he  ia  acciedited  s  held." 

■  »  ^ui  who  vu  this  nuaiihx  oE  peaco,  to  be  cetit  wittx  Ibo  loct  dfwp- 
ing  twi|r  ol  olive,  to  be  tv|))aated  and  rariviied  in  tbs  naoial  Mil  of  Ho- 
ico?  It  wua  ao  otbet  Ihiw  Powhatan  (liej  Glli*.  of  Himimpfa,  fambhiin 
focTmu,  andJiulrvbuTuid  ia  anger  and  tewnlmeal  fram  an  ulmrtin 
and  nbraptJ;  tenuinatixl  mtnioa  to  the  aatite  gaverawieat,  in  the  taltskr 
Gopucilj  of  chai)|£  d'affaiiea,  Bi«  veir  name  mint  baTe  taaded  like  mum- 
wood  to  tic  Uozicon  palate;  and  hit  name  alone  seemi  to  have  bwo  wed 
for  thv  •in^lc  putpwt  of  giriog  ■  idnh  b»  tiwH  hat  cnoaroM  of  pMtSo 
and  oondliiktOTT  cotindbi.  Hia  appodntment  neeoied  at  t«a<t  ti>  hiuiamiif 
irith  thi  teooauneDdiUioa  ol  tbe  cotumiUee  of  (or«ign  affain,  [or  H  wa  ki 
a.  misoion  of  the  highest  rank  in  oui  diplomalic  dictionaty.  Bat  tboo^ 
appointed,  h«  woa  not  ponmitted  to  pneeed  apon  hia  eo^MUM^.  B*  «w 
kii-pf  at  botnc,  and  in  liii  stead  was  diipatdivd  a  oouricr  of  the  drpot- 
BKnt  of  slate,  with  a  Iwdget  of  BmrancM.  K^od  and  bad,  Dew  and  di. 
ttuUod  with  wnuga  u  full  4a  t'tdttaff'a  buck  bailttt with  fool  luKxx,  tol» 
tnined  otit  ondcr  the  aon  of  the  Mnican  tecrctn;  of  rtate,  with  an  at* 
lovanM  of  ona  wMk  to  t^znmuie,  acotvli  out.  and  anawerooooeni&K  tlwB 
all."  Sptvch  of  J.  a  Adanu  .  .  .  from  th«  IGUi  u(  Joaii  to  the  Ah 
«t  Jaljr,  IIJSK,  pp.  l'£l,  ISS. 
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(leraandcd  a  close  examination,  whicti  would  require  coasid- 
ablo  time.  As  the  fonr  months  from  the  end  of  Jaly  to 
tlie  iK-giiining  ot  December  had  not  boon  sofficient  for  that 
exftiuiiiaLion,  Van  Burcn  in  hia  annual  message  of  tlio  4th 
of  December,  1837,  rcEorred  tho  whole  matlor  to  congraw, 
wiUi  tbo  dednmtion  that  it  had  uow  to  decide  what  farther 
to  be  done.' 

Id  the  meaotime  (4th  of  Anji^ast,  1837)  the  Texan  efiargi 
'^afaina  in  Washington,  General  Hnnt,  had  formally  sub- 
mitted the  proposal  for  annexatioa  to  Van  JJuren,  He  did 
not  Sparc  the  colors  in  his  picture  of  the  proffered  gift.'  He, 
notn'itlislanding,  received  on  the  S5th  of  Auguat  au  aaawer 
deolining  the  propoul,  because  the  United  States  did  not 
desire  to  give  up  tlieir  ueutrali^,  and  hecauec  tbo  inevitable 
oooeoquenco  of  anncsatiou  wonld  be  a  war  with  Mexico.* 

At  the  fir^t  bluah,  we  should  conclude  from  this  that  the 
wish  to  acquire  Texas  was  not  able  to  influence  Van  Burcn'e 
policy  towards  Mexico.    But  Jacl:K>n  had  iidrised  agaiiut 

<  dtate«m.'a  Man.,  IT.  pp.  1182-1 184.  "  A  Mr.  Grocnhow.  %  clerk  in 
«ac  of  th«  pablio  offlcea,  wna  diipoldicd  to  Hcxiuo  with  »  langa  toin  oC 
docnmcnbi,  oonlaininff  the  olaimii  ot  our  ciUxtraa,  wbicli  wen  to  bo  dam* 
ined  Bud  imported  oa  within  t«i  dill's,  or  Mr.  Greenbov  vai  to  teturn. 
New  tbosc  ^  nil  au]uaintttl  with  the  nuuiner  of  doiog  butiaeM  m  Um 
pnblio  oSoo.  miub  know  tliot  it  would  hate  been  impoanblt:  to  hare  citn>- 
faliysniDined  them  inn  many  weeks,  llie  iniiUBt«ro(  iorcicn  aSuiit  oC 
Mexico  proceeded  to  lake  np  tluee  doouueat*,  oad  exainloe  them  one  \u 
one,  admitting  the  juBtiw>  of  some  and  n^Evtia^  others:  nnd  wh3e  theu 
matton  were  still  in  pix>zr«s,  >udd«-D];  i\x  whole  Eubj«;t  a  thruwn  upon 
flOnsnwi.  the  pnsldent  teliiag  that  body  hv  had  do  further  negotiations  to 
make  with  Mexico."  Cla;.  Uth  of  April.  1838.  Deb.  of  Co&sr-.  XXH, 
Pfx  Geo.  661. 

*  ** .  .  .  it  i*  qaciitloncd  whath«7  ores  the  pMaCMioii  of  Cuba  mntld 
*xiitK  v'th  it  thosB  facilities  of  Gontrolling  and  kopping  in.  check  the  fcs- 
tansioo  of  a  rival  po«'er,  which  would  accnie  from  the  nbmaoo  of  Uw 
litaiti  of  the  Uiutfd  Stntc-a  to  the  Use  oE  the  Rio  dd  Norte."  Doo.  ol 
tlieHoiueof  Ropr.,  SothOncr..  IstScw..  No.  40.  p.  10. 

*  Doc.  of  tbt  Houtfi  of  R«pr.,  2:ilh  Congr..  lit  Sew..  No.  40,  pp.  U-18. 
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Ous  xMQ^itioo  ol  Ttaat  ou  cnlinil/  aimiUr  ground*,  wbUs 
be  eodearorod  to  proroke  ifexioo  in  ereij  way.  And  ii 
nuo'' be  asked,  did  Vao  Bnreo'd  chanKiter«xd ode  the  i86iiaip- 
tioD  dint  liis  reserve  vnudotcnuincd  bjraennt  auHivBs  ootta 
lite  best  of  Iiannonr  with  the  protended  nueoel  U  is,  to- 
decd,  uot  ditScult  to  fiud  auotlier  exf^ABiliaQ  fior  hit  atti- 
tude than  tlie  iiprightnces  of  liie  iDtenttoae.  It  mnat  Iimv 
been  iorpriaing  thnt  the  admiaiitntioii  wta,  by  no  bmhm,  to 
haate  to  let  the  pnblic  kzutw  hov  Tiitooaelj  it  had  wiUutoitd 
tito  tetn ptolioo.  It  wu  not  until  a  direct  inquirer  ouad  b; 
AdamsiOf  the  houao  of  repra6eDtoti?e9,oo  the  13th  of  Sap 
tembcr,'  Uiat  Ilatit'B  prcipo«itKHt  and  its  fale  ^twtw^  ■hh 
widely kiiovQ.  XliepreeideofadiMreetneM wuobnooaljrdie- 
ttfed  by  oon^dcratioo  for  tboae  vbo  desired  Lite  uuMxatioa 
and  not  for  those  who,  for  one  reaeoo  or  another,  did  botwaftt 
to  bcftT  anything  about  it.  Bat  the  former  «>«r»  obUgvl, 
whether  they  were  witling  or  not,  to  be  aaiisfied  with  Ui»l 
eonaidf-ration,  for  they  knew  as  w«I]  w  the  president  that 
there  oonld  be  do  thongbt  of  obtaining  now  th«  oooatita- 
tiooal  majority  of  the  aenai*  for  a  ratificatton  ci  atrealytil 
■DiwaraHoo.  It  wu  stiU  eimply  im|M>««ib)a  to  attain  Che  end 
•OQgfat  in  a  direct  manner,  and  beaee  tt  wu  exceedlii^j 
ea^  to  be  \-irtuuas.  If  Van  Boren  wanted  to  som  hit 
soothem  patrons  he  coold  doitooly  by  theearrriDgoatof  bii 
gioanl  prognunme,  that  t&,  by  foUowiDj  in  Jac^ton'a  fiMrt- 
0lB|ie.  Any  picaidrat  who  jndged  the  teehng  of  the  people 
oolj  halfway  rightly,  wonid  now  hare  looked  upon  hiinrtttf 
••  limited  to  the  Iseepfatg  of  the  qoartdbel-wen  the  United 
Stataa  aad  Uexieo  •&*•,  end  that  Van  Borea  boiuatlj  tried 

Gnat  w  WW  lUxioo'^  gailt  ia  the  erea  of  the  pnaiiltiii, 
hwMHt  law  BMMhi  bed  Mt  raffieed  to  it  lor  ^  aettleoMM 
eC  the  aeeoani  pnaeaMd  by  the  United  StalEi^  he  oooddiNd. 
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Itinuelf,  m  a  mactcr  of  courtse,  entitled  to  ftUov  himself  al- 
moec  ftfi  long  a  time  b«foro  ho  eommnnicated  any  anawor 
^wlintcver  to  Mexico's  proposition  to  ondcaror  to  come  to  an 
^noderstimdiDg  in  another  vmy.    The  Mexican  congrvs»  had 
^MRilved  to  jirupose  a  decision  hj  arbitratiuu  to  the  United 
^^bttee.    It  i«  not  entirely  apparent  why  the  ofliciid  eulimio- 
sion  of  tliift  proposition  vns  delaycl  until  the  22d  of  I>e' 
oember,  1S37,  although  Mexico  had  ngain  had  a  ropre«eiita- 
tive  in  'Wiii»Utn;rl')n  siuuo  October.     It  is  mid  iliat  the  latter 
bad  beliovod  tlint  the  pruputaJ  had  heenulreudydircctlj  made 
hy  his  government;  but  Mexico^s  undeniable  efforts  to  pro- 
in^  the  case  to  the  extent  of  its  power  does  not,  indec],  en- 
clj?  exclude  the  possibility  of  intentional  ntiftundei'stand- 
ig.    A  einiple  notice  that  it  wae  received  ntia  tlie  only 
fcwer  to  thi*  propoeoL     Forsyth  found  time,  on  three  oeea- 
>us,  to  dcnw  np  on  additional  list  of  neur  UemHnds  fur  the 
Mexican  ambaMador,  but  four  months  elapsed  txfforo  he  an- 
swered the  proposal  of  the  22d  of  December.    On  the  Slat 
nf  April,  1S3S,  he  dcdwed  that  the  preadcnt  too  ardently 
dcetred  tu  avoid  the  most  extreme  measured  to  permit  him 
to  refnse  the  offer. 

Bnt  had  the  tire  Ivecn  so  email  that  it  took  four  months  for 
Ae  president's  wislies  to  cook?  It,  indeed,  took  a  long  time 
lo  burn  propt-rly,  but  the  flames  rose  higher  every  hour, 
nntil  now  it  began  to  bceonie  nnbcurabty  hot  for  Uie  poor 
mongrel,  tlie  man  from  a  northern  state  with  sonthem  prin- 
ciplefl.  Vixtin  both  eidea,  fi-om  the  north  as  wdl  as  from  the 
south,  greater  and  greater  loatU  of  fuel  were  shoved  under 
the  c-aldron,  iind  tlie  I>til1<>ws  handled  witli  ever  ine^'easing 
energy.  The  piled  of  petitions  ngainst  annexation  And  in 
favor  of  the  accepUiuco  of  the  Mexican  offer,  grew  with  alarm- 
ing rapidity  on  the  tables  of  the  two  honece  of  congrca. 
Dunbt  was  no  longer  possible:  that  offer  dared  not  be  re- 
jected.   Thifl  the  eouth  aJeo  perceived.    Bnt  of  course  this 
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did  not  mean  that  it  would  be,  tberefore,  tnoved  lo  reelgtu^ 
tion.  On  tlie  coiitr&r)-.  U  the  indirect  wsy  were  obstracted 
to  it,  it  had  for  weal  or  woe  to  advanco  on  the  direct  petit. 
It  never  for  a  moment  evou  tlionglit  of  tlie  pouibiUty  of  anjr 
other  consequence. 

The  agitaiiuu  for  and  kgainst  the  annu-iatioQ  of  Texu; 
bad,  for  Mine  time,  ueamed  a  new  form  in  part.    It  wis' 
no  longer  carried  on  only  bj  iodiridnal  politieians  and  tba 
more  extreme  party  press;  the  etale  legislatures  bad  taken 
tlte  field.    Even  the  jear  previous,  tlio  Icgislatare  of  Muait- 
aippi  bad  formally  declared  la  favor  of  anoexatioa.    Ibe 
report  of  the  commtltee  which  vaa  made  tlio  basis  of  the 
r«6Dlution,  not  only  c^preedly  advanced  the  alave-bolding  in- 
tereec  as  an  argnment  for  the  demand,  but,  moreover*  hui|;  | 
a  hymn  of  praise  toslaveiy  in  a  key  Uighur  than  liad  almoit 
ever  before  been  beard  oven  fraoi  indindoaU.^    The  l«gt&U- 

'"But  weluuteotonn^tbe  boportanceof  the annexAUon of  Texv 
la  IhM  KpuUk:,  Dpoo  gnuodi  MMnewbat  local  in  tbeii  eomplexioa,  buL  <t 
an  isquct  ialaiteljr  gsafe  and  intemstiDg  to  the  people  vbo  iuli&lnt  Um 
■oaOMni  poctioo  vt  thie  canMaai^,  vha*  it  u  kiRnni  that  a  wpeem  of 
doBwriic  alanry  ii  tolentted  and  pntectod  br  U.w.  ■mbam  aiiifamcB  it  pn- 
hibited  Ijjr  tbe  Icyal  regulation  of  other  AUei  o(  thiiaoiiMenc^i  wbkk 
wp'icm  <A  tlavciT  in  licid  \rf  all  who  are  lamiUarly  aeqaainlwl  with  ib 
pncUcal  effecto.  to  be  oE  higblj  beacScal  infliwawi  to  the  cooatiT  wiAn ; 
wluM  Umitt  it  if  panDittod  te  flxiit 

**  Hh  ommittee  fed  anlbcned  to  nr  Uiai  Qiiii  lyiAaik  m  cherithHl  Vt 
oor  oomtitiiMito  w  the  nty  pallariian  of  thdr  fsoipsnt;  aad  ha|i|iu— j 
and,  whatercf  igoioniit  tuutica  majr  «lMwben  eo^t^aet,  the  twnintUf* 
KB  fnDy  ionred.  npoa  the  mntt  iGUceat  ofawmlim  and  nallection  on  Uw 
nlgMt,  that  the  fOBth  dooa  not  pcaw  Tithia  her  linuti  a  Wi^njr  with 
vhkJi  the  affeobcm  «!  her  people  an  ao  doacly  catvriiKd  and  to  torn 
pkuJj  enAUed.  and  wlicae  value  ii  men  higfalf  appteeialed,  than  th>l 
which  we  ai«  iMw  couuioBBf-  ...  It  loaf  mI  ha  taiprciper  ben  to 
nowrii  thatt  dnriiiy  the  lait  aemon  of  consivn.  whm  a  aetialor  ban 
HiatMppi  pTOptaed  the  affaomledgnent  ol  tewaa  ittdepeadMaM,  it  wv 
Imad,  with  a  tow  aoapUoaa,  the  meniben  of  that  \ioij  wtnrttAj  U 
take  gnmod  opm  it  aa  upon  the  cnlgeatof  ikKs;  jivlf.  ...  V* 
MiKero)jlMpathCRit«B«^<i(  soodunaa  aadceniime  lomoC 


ADAUB  ON   ANysXATIOM. 


603 


tures  of  Alalrama  and  Tenne&^ee  now  followed  the  example 
of  If  iesirtsi ppi.  Tiio  adoption  ot  the  proposition  in  relation 
to  the  con  prof  iirbitratton  was  for  oongresa  ttieai^Al  to  pro- 
ceed. TliroQ  d»ys  liiter,  PreHlon,  of  Suutti  Cnrulitiii,  moved 
iu  the  senate  that  the  aiiQcxation  should  be  declared  eipo- 
dieoL  On  the  14th  of  June,  Thomp&on,  of  South  Carolina, 
made  a  similar  motion  in  the  house  of  reprasentativea.*  The 
flood-^'otce  wore  opened  and  the  waters  disemboijued  them- 
selves in  a  hnintl  Ktrenni.  Adams  introduced  avouiiler  reao- 
latton  wliich  absolutely  denied  tlie  general  government  the 
right  to  annex  an  independent  state,  and  theroforo  doclarod 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  people,  in  caae  the  ueurpution  was 
attempted,  to  "annul  "  tlie  act  ot  the  general  govoninieut.' 
And  when  be  eoocccded  in  getting  tlie  6oor,  he  tnonojfolized 
tlie  morning  during  the  last  tliree  weeks  of  tlie  seasioD  in 


aawBgimr  fellow  ccuatEymtn  of  the  oortlu:ni  itat«t  toKcoraiuSiuJjut- 
tke  on  thk  uityect.  .  .  .  Toitr  committee  ar«  fully  panoaded  that 
tliia  prot«cti<>D  t«  li«r  b»t  iut<:n.«l.  will  be  iL^bnluiJ  hj  the  aaociatioa  ci 
TexM :  un  cqnipoiMi  of  IdAul-dcv  in  thu  hulls  of  ccm^ien  will  be  Kcuied. 
vhKh  wiUfurawh  ai  a  penniinimt^ianintyof  protection."  NOei,  LXIV, 
pp.  ir-i,  174. 

*  Tbe oomtnittM  on  fomgn  aSairt  wu  to  be  InntniclMl  "to  report  a 
joint  rrsotutioD,  iiMeting  the  prcrideut  to  t&lc*  the  ptopw  iteps  for  tia 
aiuieinti«ti  of  Tezu  to  tlie  United  Statro,  ua  voon  lu  it  caa  be  done  ooo* 
Niitanlly  viththe  tr^oly  slipuliitioiii  of  thia  BOT^ntnient."  Howard,  of 
Matylond,  cbainnon  o[  tfa«  cocamittes,  nmarke'l  uii  tbis  cloiue:  '"Tho 
oontJiigeD^  cout«iti{iliitM]  bj  the  aincn<Inii,'Dt  of  tb«  g«&lJeniaii  bom 
South  CvoliDa,  me,  tb?  reco^itioD  of  tbo  indop^ndc^nce  of  Toxfu  hf 
Undoo;  bci:iiusc,  until  ihsX  happened,  no  imnrxaticai  coutd  ba  niiido  oqd- 
Mitsntly  with  out  lieaty  stipulittiona  with  Mexico."  Speech  of  J.  Q. 
Adana   .    .    .   from  tho  IGlh  of  June  to  tlio  Ttb  of  July.  1&^.  pp.  13. 15. 

* "  Reoolvod,  lliat  tfaa  power  of  nnn>':(int;  tbi*  ]«n>i)1c  vt  luiy  tmlcpund* 
nifbnieii  sUte  to  ttiis  Union  is  a  power  not  delected  by  the  conrtita- 
tioD  cf  the  Uniteil  StatM  to  their  conniviw,  or  to  any  department  of  their 
KOT^miBcnt,  but  reeervod  by  the  pe^le.  That  nny  nttj'mpt  by  act  of 
oaugicw  or  by  treaty  would  be  a  uatpalion  of  pawl^^,  unlawful  nod  roid, 
and  wlueb  it  woold )»  rig-ht  and  the  duty  of  tho  faw  peofla  of  the  Unioii 
ttenst  and  annul.*'    Ibid.,  p.  l-L 
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Older  t«  ecnd  tlic  r«pciitc<ll5  cited  speech  in  bogmnita  u 
hue  and  cry  through  tlio  countfT,  and  to  present  all 
for  tlie  pre«cnL    "  Texas! "  becaiiw  Uie  err  of  alnrm 
nnnberlea&  voices  ecUoed  through  the  north.     Thu 
w»6  cortuin,  that  it  voold  not  be  at)  easy  nutter  for  that 
to  attain  theeod  do6ir<yi.    The  protosts  of  the  tegij^atar 
of  eight  Btatos  wore  a  wall  which  could  not  he  eaallj  k^itdl 


OTBT.' 

The  negotiataoiu  bctvccn  Forsyth  and  the  Mexican  an- 
ha&tador,  Martiocs,  bad  finally  ooiue  to  a  ooticlogioa  o&  ibe 
lOlh  of  Septeiaber,  1SS8.'    Slexioo,  however,  neglected 
wtifaatioo  at  the  ooBventioD  at  the  right  tunc, 
it  aHffgH,  it  ImI  learned  that  the  Hug  of  Fnisua 
foaed  to  Aeoef>t  the  oSee  (rf  arhitrator.'    Uartioes,  howenrt 
was  raipowered  to  oarry  on  furtber  negotiattons,  which  UiM 
to  the  coticlusiuQ  of  a  new  cooTcntion  on  the  11th  of  April,^ 
1839.*    A  year  «lape<H]  hcfure  the  ratificstioita  vera  a- 
flhanged,  and  before  Tan  Bnrcn'i  proclainatioo  (April 
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' Riyd*  IfltARd.  T«r«oa,  OUo,  HatMcboMda,  KaiM,  CMneelioat, 
York.  IVniBylnoia.  Exec:  Doc.^tbCc»sr.9aS«_  Vol.  IT.lSa  J^TA 
¥1I,N«.l%:  T«LVni.  N0.Z11)  ToLX.)io.SZ3;ete.  Ailaui^faiibt 
mmk  JnytmiUsmmdkmi, p.  129;  "Il[^l' -'Tl'-»'-r-«  jnHariV 
the  kac-fmliMted  MnxMBoa  of  aB  dofaate  ia  both  hoMeii.  ^tmkt^ 
■uUf  in  the  booae  of  xtftra^tmUrt*,  "■■>'— ■^■'g  oar  rebUioM  i*itk  ]$»■ 
in.  and  above  aU  Mk  ngwd  to  tke  — wtinn  of  Tmm  to  tha  Uaiii. 
:Cto  ^taHatie  faaUMn*  aE  all  (alilMH  ■sainrt  tto  aeaiDni, 
tothftWwiliitiBMflf  WTB»rfitolniiiitani,BBiimwwai>atiwr 
Ikaa  to  <laam  the  nnlaaoi  ataatf  it  wlock  wn  araaifatJog  iat 
Ibw^boutaBUw  JawiMi  Mtm  at  tta  Daion.  It  tii  igiiiiinl|r  ■r 
Ibik  il  a  ML  fm  Md  D^MdUMl  dwMioa  of  tba  9W9Mipa  in  ths  IMV 
^  sVitoMMnn  itoaU  ba  y—H*-'.  iti  iM»  mold  ito*  M  otv- 
^ihJag  ■ri«p»^MHit  flit  ^aie  at  Itit  Baa." 
•  £»c  Doo,  S3A  Ganp^  SJ  SeM^  ToL  TI.  So.  SSfi,  jg^  R-«t 
>J«Mi.  Ibt  ATiJMi  voHoL  a  MeiMn.  to  Foi^^  IM  cC  IhbV- 

<  StoL  »i  u,  vm.  p^  sas  it  «ai. 
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1S40)  cotild  follonv.  Th«  commission,  wliicb  coneietcd  ot 
two  represcntAtives  of  the  two  poivere  conceraed  and  of  the 
Pptiseian  amlMissAdor,  von  Koennc.as  arbitrator,'  twgan  tboir 
work  Qt  WAshington  on  tlio  17th  of  Aognet,  1S40. 

One  miglit  suppose  that  even  the  most  enspiciona  oonld 
now  breathe  freely.  Bot  soon  loud  complnints  were  lieard, 
not  only  from  those  who  beliored  ihey  had  claims  for  data- 
age*  Rjjainst  Jlcxtco,  or  who,  at  least,  nliegcd  that  they  had; 
but  even  some  who  were  jwrsoTifiUj  entirely  disinterestocl 
roresaw  no  good  end.  Even  an  tlto  24th  of  I>eceraber 
Adams  eontidod  to  hia  diary  the  Bonpioion  that  Van  Bnren, 
now,  n?  well  as  before,  waa  intent  upon  brooding-  a  war- 
storm  oat  of  the  wind-4^g8  of  the  claima  for  dninngee.' 
Whelbor,  aa  Adittna  aeomB  to  aeeiime,  the  commistfioners 
ain  he  pfMsonnlly  rcproaclicd  with  anything,  I  am  not  able 
to  &ay.  Ijiit  certainly  the  blame  was  not  their«  alone  that 
ft  considcrnblo  number  of  complaints  romaiacd  undecided 
when  rlHiir  cominiseionn  cxjHrcd  in  Fcbruar)',  184;!.  The 
compliuiiitiits  tind  had  sixteeu  months  from  tlie  oloeing  of 
the  convention  to  the  meeting  of  the  commission,  to  do  all 
that  was  neceseary  for  tlie  atssortion  of  tlicir  dcniHnds,  and 

, '  WliPD  at  iCutor.  1875,  1  wiu  sttx]yiii|r  thw  point  b  Beilin.  Dr.  Ktvpp 
rnronid  to  obtain  for  mc  )>crmisBioii  to  look  at  Ibc  papun  oi  Rofnuii  ia 
■Iti'-wtion,  but  WW,  iinf'jrtiinuti'lr.  rvfu<"l  lij  the  fotvisn  offiw, 
,*"TbaMiiTontioR  iM>lf  and  &!!  tli«  prooowliiigt  of  the  fiWBminionon 
t  of  w  TvtT  eitnwnlinaiy  a  chamcier  that  I  camMt  iMtat  ik  tco'  xlronf 
on  that  it  wru  inteiuled  hj  tb?  Van  BmeD  adminutrntJoa,  not  to 
tin  imlcuiniQcjlioa  tor  dllaeiu  of  Uie  United  States  upon  Mexico,  buk 
to  \eep  open  tbe  son  and  br?^  a  war  with  M^co.  u  ninoiiini.T]'  for  (ho 
aRoexulkiii  of  Tcxiu  to  tho  United  StfttM.  There  i*  aol  a  iitAp  in  Ihft 
wboie  tterirv  of  trAnmctionii  which  ha>  a.  tend«iii7  to  the  mtirfnction,  <K 
even  to  Uie  odjustincnt,  of  the  daJnu.  Th  e  coarentKni  itself  U  a  moeketyt 
tlHcomiiu>!sioD  uadcritui  impoattuQ."  Mem.  of  J.  <^  A^kms,  Xl,p.48L 
B*  wtUni  aipiiii  on  die  l.~>tli  of  Julj.  IfUS:  "  'His  canvenlion  (or  th«  Mt- 
tleraentoElhediiinui  woi  to  wretchedly  cCnlnTeid  tLnl  iti  t«u1  ot^cot  onut 
hare  tie^n  to  muUiplj  and  asgnvate  the  caosM  ot  war  bdtwtcn  the  twa 
oooBtzici."    Ibid.,  p.  W. 
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tlicj?  bad  known  tlmt  by  virtne  of  tlie  convention  the  oom- 
mis^on  had  aa\y  eigtiteea  monllu  to  meet  la  oodsdIuUiw. 
NotwithsUnding  thiB,  claioii  to  the  amount  of  $S,3fl63VT 
remained  nnexamioed  l)eaiu9e  tliey  had  been  handed  io  UA 
Iftte;  but  the  commiaaion  bad  decided  apon  all  eomplauitt 
bronght  liefore  it  with  the  necessary  proofs,  by  the  20tli 
Hay,  1841.  that  ia,  by  the  expirfttiun  ot  tfaefim  nine  munthfi. 
Wliat  reason  the  arbitrator  shoald  ha.ve  hai!  to  kcL-p  " 
woand  open  "  It  is  hard  to  perceive.  But  even  he  left  clainu 
referred  to  him.  to  pass  apon  to  the  amonnt  of  $923,627  m- 
Kttled,  because  they  had  come  to  him  so  late  that  the  r«fnU 
site  examination  had  become  impossible.  The  aggr^te 
araoaat  of  the  claimx  vaa  9tl,S50,57S,  on  which  final  Jod^ 
ment  had  been  parsed  to  the  extent  of  $7,59&,1H;  and  of 
tbe  laUer, claims  to  the  extent  of  $2,036,336  had  beoi  reoof 
nized  u  jusUtk-d  either  by  the  coinmi<>sionen  or  the  arbi- 
trator. The  aasnmplioQ  lliat  the  complaints  not  handed  io 
•t  the  right  time  were  of  a  still  more  dnbioos  natore  thin 
those  that  came  to  a  decision,  is  not  an  ntijast  one'  U,  ■» 
Jackaon  and  oongreM  bad  aaBerted.  a  declaration  of  wv 
would  have  been  jnstiBed  even  five  years  t>cfnrc,  pluoly  the 
joatificatloD  could,  to  aay  tbe  least,  not  be  found  in  thesiw 
of  tbe  snra  which  the  ITnitod  States  coold  equitably  claim 
About  tnt)  months  before  tbe  work  of  the  cominl^^oa  w 
6tiiBhecl.  the  mmor  that  lyier  had  again  taken  np  the  an- 
itexation  project  began  to  flpicad.'    It  aoon  became  manlfeei 

>PiBdI*taB,«l  Virgisia.meDtiauiBaipeedie<  the  S3de(  lUm?. 
1B4T.  a  d«aai>a  rf  tMU  fcr  fiSr^  dotta  botticB  of  partor.  Uw  ml  id)* 
«(w1ucfalM«tnDalaial,attac«t.taDI>.  fntenstfbrkn  thtau)«am,l> 
lfa«  uaoont  of  18^70  wm  ukad,  m  tbat  l(«xka  b»d  m  aQ  ta  pay  18.^ 
oraltBOiitUforaKiibotik.  PolMoa  ad<fa:  ■*  1  do  do!  ^  ibM  W) 
Ifaaa  aeBOBBto  on  d  Untwitj  botUutl  wSlMjr.  tltataaojitf  tttaatf 
mon  nmaoaUe."    Jaj.  Bennrctftktlleikaa  Wv,  p.71, 

*  "TbM  aftnooa,  Kr.  i^writl  oiUad  on  axr,  aitli  Hr.  GalM,  dmib1> 
e(  lb*  booM  boa  tU  rtBt*  of  Keir  Totk.    TLer  wa  ftlanMil  al 
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int  the  fcnrs  entertniiicid  etill  reinaitied  farboliind  tlio  plots 
which  wci-c  hatchttd  in  llie  While  House,  in  Texas  and  in  a 
pari  of  tho  slave  stftten,     Texas  hiid  Hually  gotten  into  a  con- 
dition whieli  iinjwnttively  called  for  a  decision.     Ab  early  as 
June,  1829,  Texan  paper  was  Almost  wortliless.'     Accordiaj; 
,to  a  report  of  the  niinister  of  iiuHnce  of  the  15tli  of  OctobeFj 
840,  a  totAl  of  $1)03,052  had  gone  iiilo  llie  trea»ury  from 
the  fuutidiug  of  the  «t»te  until  the  SOth  of  Septeml)er,  1&40, 
^wbile  the  debt  had  grown  to  be  $4,822,818.'    The  Auiftin 
ft^ty  Gasettc  wrote,  on  the  21st  of  October,  1840,  that  Texas 
bad  reached  tlie  lowest  round  of  the  ladder.'     Tliat  was  a 
vain  hope;  it  u  eiit  a  great  deal  deeper  down.     In  the  spring 


indiotionsof « (Ueign  to  rcrtve  the  prcgect  of  nnitf  ling  Tc^xu  to  the  United 
States.  Tber  said  Uicic  was  a  long  aitidt;  iu  the  '  New  York  CoiuiaT  and 
Eaqaucr,'  ncommending  it  b;  nrgammtfi  iLddr^eaed  &nt  to  the  abolitiOB- 
bta  atid  Qien  to  otlien;  and  Uicr  uaked  if  aiiythiiiK  cotild  now  \a  done  to 
oooDtonct  this  momu«nt.  I  know  of  noUiing  but  to  make  it  as  sooo  and 
as  eiteneivdf  knomi  as  powible.  Time  is  appiuvoUj  in  thii  movement  a 
,eoncrrtuE  lone  atindinj;  brtwwn  AiKlnw  Jocksoa,  Samuel  HouaUm,  rt- 

ntlj  clrct«d  fcr  tbc  wcond  time  pi't^ndcnt  of  Tesaa,  and  Sajitu  Anna, 
'mn&tatM  as  president  of  the  Uesican  CoiifitlcnUioD.     .     .     .    1^ 
ptuente  of  this  prryMt  are  sot  yet  sufEcicntly  diMur  and  explicit  to 
faiov  bow  to  meet  and  oounteraci  it."    December  18,  IWl.    KTem.  of  J. 
Q.  Adatni,  XI,  )>-41- 

' "  Our  promisionr  notes  niu  now  bo  much  depredated  that  thoy  arc 
allDOit  wortlileiui.  Flverj  thing  in  ihv-  rountiy  is  immt'nwlyhigh.  and  atilj 
tbo  goreniiaent  goes  on  reclcUmlj  IhTOwing  out  it«  pictuivd  bite  of  paper, 
fagardleM  of  tbo  fact  that  I'vny  one  tbey  put  out  deptvciutiM  the  value  of 
(be  iMt>  Wen  the  csponditortt  necMsair  and  beneficial,  to  much  oltjcc- 
tiaa  oould  not  W  made;  but  suidi  is  by  no  mcoiui  the  onb."  "  Motning 
Star,"  Jane  Si,  1839.    Oouge,  The  KlecaI  History  oETnas,  p.  97. 

*  Ibid.,  pp.  1<M,  10'^.  Qougv  coaiid';n  this  duin  still  too  low,  and  vtys 
that  the  debt  munt  bavo  amounted  to  aViut  t5,^<i0,000. 

■  '•  Tecaa  pnuainsoty  nobn  are  vortb  ab-jut  fiftMo  oeata  upon  the  dollar 
—  then  is  tittM  prospect  of  a  loiui  —  the  taxes  are  not  piointitir  laid ;  and 
if  thoy  wen,  wonld  only  return  to  tfao  ttMsoiy,  at  par,  that  which  was 
inied  for  Ins  than  one-sixth  of  the  atnaont.  .  .  .  Wc  am  at  tiie  low- 
Mlniuid  of  the  ladder."    rUd.,  p.  102. 
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of  1841,  all  pHjior  roe«  laivelj  beeanee  Oeoenil  Jamoe  Ham- 
ilton luu3  succeeded  in  effecting  a  lonn  from  iho-  hovec  of 
IiAfitte,  of  Paris.  Eut  tlie  jov  waa  tiliort-lit'od.  Kxce«diDg(r 
potty  wrangling  witli  the  Francli  ckargi  tPaffaiTtm  in  Texm 
finally  ppflvciited  tin.-  loan,'  and  now  tbo  fitll  was  vm-  r^iid. , 
During  l!ie  same  year,  even  the  government  daivd  no  loogw ' 
to  givo  full  iiiform&liun  concerning  the  slate  of  tliedebt,)ml 
a  forwial  deelanition  of  bankruptcy  was  the  nnclior  to  wliich 
the  eyes  of  Uie  patriots  turned.*  On  the  19lU  of  Jannaij, 
3842,  the  m  called  Exchequer  Bill,  which  provided  thai  tJbe 
old  ti'casnry  notes  phoiild  betaken  by  the  govern  menl  only 
for  taxes  and  duliee  in  arrears,  was  juuued.  Tlie  conwqncsce 
was  that  they  sniik  down  to  twu  {>er  vent.,  and  JinaJIy  shared 
the  fate  of  tlie  French  aesignatB.  And  the  same  fate  seemeil 
to  thrcdicn  the  new  exclieqiicp  hilU.  With  a  crying  violii- 
tion  of  tlie  conditions  of  their  cmi&BJon,  it  was  dctenaloed 
on  tlie  23d  of  July,  1S42,  tJiat  they  should  no  longer  bo  uktii 
by  the  government  tixsisury  at  their  nominal  value,  but  onl;( 
nt  their  market  value;  and  nt  the  end  of  the  year,  tho  Utter 
amounted  to  twenty  five  cents  on  the  dollw,' 

A  few  days  before  Texas  had  declared  it«  bankruptcy  \tj 
tbe  Exchbqaer  Bill,  General  Hatnilton,  returning  tnm  En- 
gland, wrote  on  board  the  steamer  Forth  a  letter  bo  6kiA 
Anna,  in  whicli  lie  offered  himself  to  bny  the  rcc&gnltioa  o( 


i 


'  Gongo.  The  Fiscal  Hbtoiy  of  Texu,  pp.  IOft-111. 

*  In  the  nport  of  tbe  minuter  of  fiim«e««  HWdi  "  Tb  repodide  At 
pabUo  debt  iJtoiiTtheT,  m  faei^tstnl  by  maajr.  vooU  Jiudf  ptigraliac  B 
aaa|)Mpl«m  (he  tsyv*  of  all  mlightawid  foeviga  BatMM.  l^sMrttl 
raonecrnrats  full;  and  promptlr,  is  entirely  oat  of  oar  pmrcr.  KieMnt) 
«>n}(wbi,  tli«t«ff>re,  in  loine  mewnr».  to  do  riolftne*  toonrMBMaf  jaMtai 
iLCfrell  u  tothp  riiifabt  of  ottr  ovdilMi,  in  ndoptiDira  compmmlM  «ytk 
di&ll  jgakn\  \iw\i  riijhU,  «■  fnr  M  w«  CHD  anmteatly  with  tha 
ndutiniitnition  of  tlte  goroiniaeiit."  Qonge,  'Dm  Kacal  UMtarf  i 
p.lia 

•Ibid.,pp-116-"8. 
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ae  jndcpeaidcnce  of  Texas  from  Mexico.  Tho  Texan  gov- 
'ernment  had,  occoi-diiig  tu  liiftowii  statement,  sent  bim  to 
Europe  to  effect  the  recogiiitiou  of  the  European  po^vera 
nod  to  "  transact  certain  fiscal  operations."  Wlicthcr  he  was 
cttipon-cred  or  oomtni&sioued  to  vaake  thia  offer  he  docs  oot 
say.  On  tho  other  hand,  iu  the  first  words,  lie  presents  Iiira- 
BcIF  to  tlio  president  of  Mexico  as  a  citizen  of  tliu  United 
States.  He  offers  for  a  treaty  of  peace  and  a  boiiodarj 
triMt;  $5,000,000,  and  be&ides  "§200,000  which  will  be 
aecretljr  placed  at  the  (ii.'^posal  o£  the  agents  of  the  Mexican 
govcmiueiit."*  Santa  Aiina,  who,  during  hia  iaiprisoument, 
bad  declared  the  rclini^iiisliment  of  Texas  to  bo  Mexico's 
beet  policy,  rejected  this  pruposilion  as  iueultiug  bliauii-losS' 
neu.  lUmilton,  in  a  long  letter  of  the  2l8t  of  March,  1843,' 
gavo  him  ample  proof  that  be  hud  picked  out  Uic  wTong 
man  when  he  believed  he  might  permit  Iiimself  persona! 
oourtesica.  The  ex-governor  of  South  Carolina  prided  him- 
self tliat  he  conid  make  use  of  Uie  starry  banner  as  a  warm 
and  Btately  cloak  while  he  was  managing  tlio  affairs  of  TeL.i:a&.' 
He  did  not  blush  to  reproach  Santa  Anna  severely  because 
bail  made  liis  (Uamilton'a)  letter  public,  although  it  was  a 
Kdeatial "  one;  and  he  was  bold-froiitcd  enough  to  assert 
tiio  8200,000  were  intended  only  to  cover  the  ooeta 
growing  out  of  the  marking  oH  of  tlie  limits,  etc. 

These  two  great  gentlemen  had  about  ae  mncli  reason  to 
hold  themselves  np  to  each  other  as  mirrors  of  loftj'  morality 
as  their  rcs[H--clive  states  had  occasion  to  boast  mutually  of 
their  dreadful  power.  In  this  sphere  Santa  Anna  measured 
himself  with  Houston,  but  was  as  far  from  being  able  to 
cope  with  bis  grandiloquence  as  with  Hamilton's  cliurlish- 
nees.  TThilo  ho  only  pledged  himself  to  conquer  the  former 
proviooD again,  Uoofitoa  Bvorethatthe  latter  would  carry  its 


iKilu.  LXII.  p.50. 
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•Had.,  pp.  67,  6$.        'See  Nilcs.  LXVI,  p.  SSft. 
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bonnefs  into  tlie  beart  of  Mexico.'  There  was,  iodced, 
Bomethin^  (IreRdfnlly  eerions  in  tbu  throit,  faetlj  u  th« 
materiiil  po^'cr  of  Mexico  mu  saperior  to  that  of  Tem. 
Tbc  rest  of  the  world  miglit  not  liave  very  great  nspeet  for  H 
Arista's  expedition  vhich  was  to  verifj  Santa  Anna's  ssijingi 
but  it  woold  hare  been  a  »reat  daiig;or  to  tbo  Tcxaus  if  Oiejr 
tsonld  not  rightly  olaim  tlint  ther  were  able  to  nuse  anniei 
oat  of  the  duEt  Tbc  cry  of  alarm  in  the  slave  states  and  a 
the  capibil  of  the  Union  resounded  as  lend  and  pierdng  at 
the  approach  of  the  Mcsicno  cavalry  as  in  the  solitnr}-  farni^ 
of  Toxrw.' 

It  is  an  interoettog  ia«t  that  thoes  elare  states  vhidi 
eontribntod  most  towards  aancxntion  were  impelled  thento 
pATtly  by  dir«ctlj  opposing  individual  interests.  Ad  euir 
■a  IS29,  in  the  Virginia  ooovenlion,  Upehiir  called  nttentiM 
to  the  pleasing  rise  which  was  to  be  expected  in  tii*  price 

■  "With  theae  pii]ici|A«  ««  vSH  mnrcfa  aen»t  tfao  lUo  Qiands;  tod,  n, 
betiert  me,  ere  Ibe  booBsr  ol  Uexico  shaii  tnaanpimaiij  fttnt  «a  tt> 
banks  of  theSabone,  tha  Tnion  atiUKbxd  of  tii«  LoiMSlar,  bniMbrto 
Amc^'&u'm  nee,  «faaU  displuj  ita  briitbt  (olds  in  liberty'*  tHQtn|>b  on  til* 
Itthutu  of  Danea."    Houston  to  Simla  Anna.  NUea.  LXII,  p.  BB. 

*  In  an  ftppoal  of  Texan  afniti  ot  tba  imii  of  Mucb.  184^  to  tib* 
dtiKoa  of  How  Oifettaa  and  of  the  Maaiaaipin  vaUqr,  ws  nad:  "lb 
pac^le  of  Taas  look  willi  such  <<  bop*  to  tba  apitit  at  cfairafa;  aad  fibW' 
■litr  ia  tlie  VaUejr  of  (he  Miatawippi  for  aatisluDC«  in  ttctr  pttMoi  »■ 
geacy.*'  At  the  aome  time  (be  BHRiniioe  ia  f/ix-n:  "Tbej  ate  bUj 
reaolT«d  not  agun  to  taj  itnrn  their  anna  DntQ  ther  extort  tba  adnunri- 
edsrownt  of  tAdr  iadeifciiiknee  in  the  heart  of  tba  Heaaoaa  esfitaL" 
Ibid.,  pp.  97,  OSu  Ina  lett«rotlb«8tb  of  Magr.lSIS.  ten  QiAvHta. 
we  read:  "  We  look  upon  New  Orieaoa  olaMat  a*  our  own:  il  k  than  *■ 
hav9  reoeived  hwd,  moDey  and  proTuiona,  mad.  abom  alt,  wbcre  tb«  deepa* 
^mpatby  hai  been  felt  and  cicri»«d  ia  our  Wliulf .  It  i»  to  that  ipot  w« 
l«)kasulMtIiOi».ifaoiildalIothn«&ulin."    NtUa.  LXIV,  p.831.    A^ 

tb*-NowOitaaBaBM,"of  theSSdoC  Afc^l813,nr):  "Maaydflfe 
people  of  tfaeae  alalea  ham  nnpovcnahod  theoiaelTCa  fai  rahoac  anppte  te 
Tpxaj,  and  not  a  wwk  has  elapaed  Knee  her  nary  Milod  boro  «ar  pari. 
fnii^tod  with  the  prajm  of  a  wfaole  people,  and  muinm)  by  the  btvntj 
md  toU-btidetked aeamen of  tteatatea."    TfOee,  LXII,  p..  175. 
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of  slaves  If  a  new  ani]  tmracose  murket  were  opened  id 
TexMe,  and  Olioleon,  in  1SS2,  egtimateil  tins  rise,  to  the  l^B- 
Utnro,  at  50  per  ociU.'  In  Louu^nua,Dii  Uie  otbor  bond, 
tliere  were  niunnarings  over  the  exorbitant  slave  prices 
'hich  tJic  border  states  ini^bt  extort  with  tJieir  tnonoiwly  of 
raiding.  Ilere  tlie  Agitutiou  for  the  abolition  of  the 
prtihibition  of  slave  itniiortation  Iiitd  its  origin.  Only  on 
condition  that  Te:cii^  br  incorporation  into  tlte  Union,  ebould 
be  deprired  of  tbe  possibiUty  of  nsing  the  cheap  alure 
market  of  Cuba,  would  tliia  question  be  allowed  to  reat'  In 
tbe  coiireo  of  time,  this  opposition  of  Intereete  between  tho 
elftve-producing  and  :flavc-cunHuuilng  states,  iniglit  obtain 
considerable  importance.  It  could  not,  however,  as  yet,  as- 
sert iteelf,  in  view  of  the  iuoompoi'ably  gi-eator  opposition 


'  *'  The  price  of  ilaTCi  fell  twentj-fiTc  pfT  cent,  within  two  honn  nJUw 
tho  1IPWI  Wit  meived  of  the  non-importatian  act  which  iras  poAaed  hy  the 
legatotaie  of  Looiaiiuia.  Yet  he  l>dicVDd  the  acquisition  of  Tuaa  would 
raiM  tlicir  price  flflg-  p«r«ent.  ntleart." 

'"If  cocli  have  bcim  the  rcaulli  prodooetl  t^  tbo  icuDdkiooB  effiwt* 
by  the  Etitflich  iitiiliLniJirofiiutn,  we  mnj  well  (toubl  tbe  pctUcy  of  the  law 
of  oofismi  wbicb  haji  prohibiU-d  tbt«  importnUon  of  alaves  fiDm  Africa,  a 
Itoliiry  Uint.  by  all  we  mn  learn,  hiu  no  other  effect  than  to  canwthe  plaa- 
Icrof  Loiiiciniiu  to  pny  lo  th«  ViiKiniatlaTCboldcroaa  tbeiuand  <hiUn»  for 
asp^ro  which  now  in  Cuba.andby-uDd-bfinTexaA.  may  lie  bought  foe  half 
tfa«  moKiy.  It  ia  known  to  thom  acqnaintrul  witli  tho  choractn  of  the 
AfricHD.  that  hp  in  more  iiati<^tt  and  leaa  unruly  tliu.n  tlic  Yirinaia  or  Tfuj- 
Intid  nrgra:  hin  Ttyry  igromncfl  of  miuiy  thinyt  miLk«  him  ten  dRngiiiDin 
IB  a  coDiiDmiity  likv  ooTJ,  and  hia  cObtLitutiOu  i*  haUtr  wlUd  (oaurcU- 
mait».  In  tnuii>iMiHaii;{  lum  from  bis  own  oounto'.  bis  poaition  loo  iu  oiv- 
tion  is  balteiQd,  not  wotstcd. 

*'  1^16  more  we  enuniac  and  reflect  on  the  policy  t^e  T«utns  are  likely 
tointrauein  tbli  omttfr,  openlyot  coveitly.tbemonwearecDaTtiiced  that 
1Vxa«  (boald  be  juin»«d  to  (be  Union,  or  el»P  congrcu  thould  lypcol  the 
law  prohibiting  tlut  tiii[ioitation  i>(  alaTCa  from  Africa.  Otberwiw  tlie  cul- 
ture of  ragnr  and  cotton  in  tjoiijaiiuia  mil  miSer  gveotly  by  the  cheaptr 
UUrr  wliidi  lh«  [ilaiitAcs  of  Cubii  oui  and  will  ooipioy."  "The  Kew  Oi^ 
leaiu  Courier,"  May  21,  1K£I.  Jay,  Action  of  thd  Ktideial  govenunoit  is 
bdialf  ol  ilarety;  Mbo.  WdU.,  p.  288. 
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between  slavery  and  freedom.  But  it  the  represeotatiree  ot 
opposing  iotcr«8te  looked  on  ono  anotlior  wiih  joaloiu 
eyee,  tliej  were  not,  on  this  account^  any  Hie  leis  firmly 
Doitod  ngainst  the  common  enemy.  Tiier^iiestton  of  nnncx- 
atlon  was  urged  in  oouj^ress  from  the  standpoint  of  this  gCD- 
orat  opposition,  and  in  Jannaiy,  1843,  Wise  —  at  once  the 
moiith-pioco  and  pwmptorof  tlie adiuinietration  —  gftreont 
in  the  hoTise  that,  from  this  point  of  vi6\r,  aoDeutioo  xnt 
not  only  dcsimWc  hut  o^cn  noccaarr.' 

Tliree  months  later.  TTi^e  hud  bore  the  connection  whidi 
Aristn^s  march  had  with  the  rcsnraption  of,  and  Oic  iraf* 
tient  endoavon*  to  carry  out  tho  plan  of  annexation.  Tvlcr 
had  nominated  TVaddy  ThompsoH,  of  SontU  Carolina,  who, 
on  tlie  t+th  of  June,  1838,  had  made  tho  motion  in  rclntlou 
to  the  annesationalready  mentioned,  ambassador  to  Mexico. 
Linn,  of  Kew  Tork,  moved,  in  the  hon^j,  to  ctriko  oat  tW 
appropriation  for  this  ptwt  Tbi»drew  in  April,  1M9,  afletr 
Rpeech  from  Wise,  in  wliich  ho  lobbied  ont  the  wbolo  pro-  fl 
gramme  of  the  ndminislrntion.  He  deelnrcd  that  not  onljr  " 
the  unsettled  claims  for  damages  of  American  citizens  fhonid 
be  exacted  from  Kexico,  but  Mexico  should  be  pereuiplDrilt 
prohibited   to  raiso  a  band  against  Texas.*    Texas  was  too 

I ' '  Tne,  it  Iowa  Iw  iiLniiitUd  on  tlis  one  aide.  Tlonda  irill  1m  aJded  oo  lh> 
other.  Uut  then)  the  ciTuilicin  muitttop.  Let  oac  mom  northsm  ^ltt» 
be  admitted  and  tho  cquilibiium  >i  kom — gone  foreriT.  The  batamr 
rfintcrctta  isgone — tbe  aafcguard  of  AmaricaB  propvitf— otUMAme* 
ioaa  oooatitutian — «f  tiie  Anuuiciu)  nDicn,  ruiiiJieil  inlo  ibia  lux,  Tlut 
mub  bo  tlie  in«TiuUe  Ks\Ai,  uuleas,  by  •  U«»ty  witb  Moxiook  tba 
•rati)  can  odd  more  weoelit  to  her  end  oE  tho  levari  Lot  the  kkiUi  stop  at 
tbft  Sabine,  while  the  ooitb  tooir  iproLd  undMoked  btvooil  Uia  Bockr 
Hoantaini,  aad  the  uutliem  Kale  moitL  kick  Ihe  beam."  NUn,  LXIV, 
p.  174 

* "  Sir,  it  it  a<A  outir  the  duty  of  the  goreniiwat  to  denuuid  tba  Uqaii]!' 
tion  of  utir  aUimit  luid  tlu  lib«nUou  otf  our  citiauu,  but  to  go  furtber,  and 
(kiuuidtbe  noa-innudoti  oCTcua.  SliJl  we  ait  Uill  bene  wUile  the  aluid- 
ard  of  uuimoctaOD  ia  nuicd  on  our  lM}rden,  and  l«t  a  hordo  of  tiAwtt  wul 
|p.iiiif»ir  mjj  Uocicaiu  nil  optba  boundairtiDBd  Atkaiuuaiid  LMaaiaatf 
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wonk  to  dcfead  itself;  bnt  as  ns  soon  as  the  cry.  On  to  )[cxioof 
reHMiiidcii — B8  pooii  as  the  boundless  wcailth  of  Mexico's 
miiica  and  Mexico's  churches  were  shown  from  afar  as  a 
prize,  il)c  population  of  the  Mississippi  vnlley  would  rise  tip 
ID  crovrds  and  not  rest  until  tlie  banner  of  Texas  waved 
over  the  wnlla  of  the  city  of  Montezuma,  nor  until  the  way 
iuul  been  cicnrcil  for  slavery  ns  far  as  the  Pacific  ocean.' 

o.  It.  b  onr  dulj  to  Hiijr  ivt  ante  M  Mnico,  If  yoa  (trike  1>x[u.  jrou  stnkB 
and  it  Eagliuul,  itandJng  by,  Rhould  dare  to  inttn-mcddLe,  and  ask,  Do 
Uko  pari  yrHh  Tcsiu?  his  proaipt  aiuwrr  should  be,  Tea,  tai 
nsniiut  joa.  Sudi.  hft  wnuld  lot  K«ntl»niRi  Icaow,  was  Um  (pint  of  tfa* 
vliole  peoplo  of  the  crent  rallcy  t>!  ths  vreA." 

' "  Ti'xaa  lind  bataspane  papuktimi,  amlTieitlicrinennor  moMy  other 
fwn  to  nuM  and  eqgdp  an  army  for  lio- own  defense;  butlet  heron>a>raiM 
tha  flajr  of  fonngo  conquest — Ictbcronca  prod^um  a  cni^odc  against  tbft 
ststea  to  the  south  of  her.  and  in  a  mL-ment  volunteers  would  flnfk  to 
atandkild  in  crowds  trom  nil  tlia  itiit^*  in  ttiA  prcnt  vn-lli^y  of  th«  Slis- 
ij>p« — uw  cttaUsrprise  and  hcu:dy  vnlor  Worn  wLiom  iia  Mexicai) 
csuld  Etand  an  hour.  They  would  leaTe  thuit  own  tonnn,  tinii  tltviD- 
a^lvea  and  Ir&vel  at  tbeiz  own  cost,  and  would  ctMac  up  in  tUo'UKUida  to 
plant  the  lone  star  of  the  Texan  banner  on  the  Mncican  capital  Thej 
iMold  dhT6  Santa  Anna  t»  Uio  south,  and  tbs  bouadJMt  wealth  of  eaptntad 
towns  and  rifted  churches,  and  a  lo^y,  vicious  and  luiuitcnis  printhood. 
woold  soon  enable  leian  to  p»>'  birr  »oIdicn  and  ivdeeni  hec  state  debt, 
and  pnah  her  victorioos  arm*  to  the  v«iy  ahoiea  of  the  Pacific  And  would 
not  aU  this  cxtrad  slavery?  Yes.  the  result  wonld  be  that,  befora  another 
qnoitcr  of  a  century,  the  utAnsi'On  of  slnvery  would  not  stop  tliort  of  the 
Western  ocean.  To  talk  of  mtiainini;  Ifae  people  of  the  great,  valley  from 
emientiniibo  joinher  HTuiii^,  WMtkll  invain.  .  .  .  ButoneOHtbt- 
fote  them  the  conquest  of  the  rich  Mexican  proriaon.  and  jon  inisht  aa 
well  attempt  to  itop  th*  wind.  Lot  the  work  once'  begin,  and  he  did  not 
know  that  tbin  house  would  hold  him  fWue]  very  loner.  Give  nto  five 
millions  of  d«JlarR  and  I  wuiild  undertake  to  do  it  myself.  Although  I 
don't  know  bow  to  set  a  single  squudion  in  the  Held,  I  could  find  jucn  to 
do  it;  and.  wiuh  Bve  radlions  of  dolbcs  to  b^grn  with.  I  would  nnclerttike 
topay  ovnr  American  clmmant  thi>  full  anicunttf  hiad<emand  n-ith  inter- 
nt,  yea.  fou^fold.  1  would  pliux  California  irhiTv  nil  the  powers  of  Grcmt 
Britain  vroultl  never  tw  uble  U>  riuicJi  it.  Slavury  chould  pouritcolf  abroad 
without  rustiuiat,  and  find  no  hmit  but  the  Soutliom  ocean.  Tho  Co- 
mancbes  should  no  tonirvr  bold  the  rii-hext  mines  of  Mesioo;  but  every 
goldeD  image  which  had  received  the  proiunution  of  a  Usa  worship  shooU 
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Thompson's  mission  was  iDtended  to  preaerve  peace,  but  all 
the  better  if  it  led  to  war.  Tlie  iilarocrac/  sentped  the  ban- 
ner of  Cortez  ont  of  tlie  grave,  and  "gold,  robbery!**  was  the 
watclivi-ord  with  whioh  ilcstled  the  entire  rabbleof  the  Unioci 
to  flock  alMHit  it. 

This  dprocli  casta  glaring  light  on  one  place  in  Upshni'f 
report  of  the  4th  of  December,  1841.  Alluding  to  the  glar- 
ing number  of  seltlere  from  the  United  States  in  Upper  Cal- 
ifornia, tlie  aecretar^r  of  the  narj  demanded  a  conaldenUe 
tncreaseof  the  ships  stationed  in  the  Pacific  ocean;  tWDsnudl 
vesiieU  were  to  be  entirely  oocnpied  with  the  close  cxumtn- 
tiou  of  llieGulf  of  Califomia.'  When  one  recalled  the  man- 
ner in  wliieh  the  Texas  question  had  arisen,  tho  soapiolcn 
readily  nn^gested  Itself  that  this  psMage  in  Upflhnr's  report. 
and  "Wife's  speech,  miglit  be  e^«  Iiatched  in  the  aajne  nesl.' 

aooB  be  inelted  domi,  not  iateSpaaiib  nilled  doUan.  iaAeol,  boHatogwri 
AmericaB  oagiw.  Tat,  then  ilioBld  more  hard  noaar  flcNr  fart*  Ite 
Unifod  81aJh»  tboa  an;  eMbeqoer  cr  nMmwurr  fiOoU  «nr  cilmhfcK  I 
mnldesBnu  miKli  gold  toomtlwRiodel  Norte MttwnnilM of  )ltfi« 
eonJtl  cut;;  aye,  aad  siate  a  bettv  dm  of  it  than  anj  laqr,  bagotad  ptiM 
hood  lUKlei  bearcB.  I  aai  not  <|uuniUii)K  vith  the  paitkolar  pnljainii  d 
tlwae  pricEtfl;  but  I  sajr.  that  uiy  faieelhood  that  ba«  itecunualBtBl  aail  at- 
qooatend  such  immaaM  stcna  vt  vrtalUt,  wsbt  bo  tlncarfcei  asd  it  ta  & 
benefit  to  nnultind  to  aoatter  their  maJth  abroad  when  it  caa  do  «ooi. 
TexailMul  imdniflwd  a  blockade  agaiMt  aO  tfa«  ooaat  a(  Moaioot  wi 
fliougti  afae  hod  no  fleet  to  enlomit.  the  woak!  be  aUe  tm  matai  iiieaU 
bf  bewmg  her  vaj  to  the  Mexkaa  caivtaL  Hoc  oouhl  all  Iha  vamilal 
power  of  En^and  Mop  the  chivahy  of  the  wart  till  tba7  bad  filintirl  H^ 
Texaa  lAar  oa  the  walk  of  the  dlgr  of  Monbaoma.  Notfainjr  awld  ktop 
tlw«  tkooted  lodfeia  torn  nafaiiiB  ea  till  thojr  lodml  the  Spatiiab  pneateoiit 
of  the  lemplee  thej  profaned.  War  wa>  a  cono:  but  it  luul  ila  Ueaiagt 
too.  He  would  foto  lor  this  nuHioa  aa  the  moam  dl  pmcniag  pmm; 
bat,  tf  it  must  huA  to  war,  be  wotdd  vote  it  the  note  wilGaglj." 
>Niln.LXI,p.26a. 

*Tlii>followiBenMin0rmadiii»o(  AdamcoaaoDBrfnatieoaritb  Wabito 
on  the  2Slh  of  March.  IBCt,  In  tDlrnvtiii;,  aapectaUjr  m  aoeomtof  ttw 
MBpWMMi  tlial.  in  p(nt4e  ctmUngBodm,  th*  ndmlaiitiatioii  alight  aMn  » 
^oppott  in  FmaccaipuiMtBaKbDi]:  "  I  oonnderednlltlM'qaartiaaaabotf 
-*•  tislit  of  aearth.  the  faOl  tn  the  DCBai«tiea  of  the  OnfOa  Tnttaqi 
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And  Ijefoi-e  tlie  end  of  the  year  ati  event  came  to  pasa-  which 
wu  oot  pntclecly  calculated  lo  dis&ipato  this  itiuipicion. 

Commodore  Jones,  who  held  the  chief  comuiaud  over  tho 
aliipfi  ataLiouod  iu  the  PhciIic  ocean,  infuniied  the  eecretai-y  of 
the  navy  on  the  ISth  of  ScptcmLwr,'  that  he  bad,  on  his  own 
n»poiuibihty,  left  tlie  harbor  of  Calloo  and  tlio  coast  ot 
Peru  oil  th«  Ttb  to  haetcti,  iiudcr  full  sail,  towurde  Mexico 
and  California.'  The  coasnl  of  the  Uuited  States  at  Maxat- 
kn  hid  eent  him  the  Mexican  newspaper  El  CotawpoUtOf 
iQ  which  a  pmtost  of  the  Kesicaa  secretar}'  of  state,  Bocft- 
ui^^ra,  iiddre»(UKl  to  "Web&ter,  agaia$t  the  violations  of  Qca- 
traitt;  wbtcU  dtizeoe  of  the  UolteJ  States  had  become  gailtjr 
of  lowai-d«  Te-xos,  and  a  circular  relating'  thereto  to  the  diplo- 
matic rupreiHUitulived  iu  Mexico,  were  priuted.  XliCaO  two 
;  diplomatio  doeumcnte  mado  it  seem  "qitite  probable "' to 
the  coEQiuodorc  that  the  United  States  luid  Mexico  wero 
flQgaged  io  war  with  eacli  other  at  the  time,  bvcautw  he  tiad 

Otptaan  Jonu's  movamejit  on  CalUonuo,  luid  all  the  tooTemenla  lor  Um 
■nitT*^*""  of  Texu,  vcrv  paria  trf  oue  |p«iit  sjatPiu,  looking  lo  a  var  Inr 
«»que«t  and  plunder  Dram  Uquco,  iwd  u  w-ar  vith  KntfhiDd  and  alliaooe 
with  Fiiucu.  And  1  xvUxtvA  to  Wuc'i  speech  dE  the  11th  of  Apiil  Ual« 
aroitinK  Ihi^  projn:t  of  a  xrar  witli  Mexico  for  coiiciuput  und  pltindn-,  b>< 
gotfaer  witb  »  wax  wilh  KIk^  Biitoin.  1  Mid  WUe  bud  bubliW  \h<e  wtiol« 
pngoot  lut  April,  aod  it  could  not  pan  witboatootice  thatthab  wido  ^bbxj 
A.  WiM  Iiad,  in  the  lait  bosn  of  the  late  aeanoB  of  cougwiw.  been  Hum 
timai  naminated  to  tbe  senate  u  miaiBter  to  Fmnce.  It  wu  also  aotloH 
itmarinible  that  Wise  had  been  tlu  eonfideatiol  cun^iMndnit  oC  Cosraw- 
don  Jones,  ami  had  staled  on  Ifae  floor  (^  tiic  haoac  tlmt  be  liad  receiTed 
tam  Jones  himMlf  a  lettf>r  in  jmtiicatioa  of  bi«  occnpalioa  of  Uosterejr." 
Hem.  of  J.  Q.  Adame,  XI,  p.  8i6. 

*Tt»  ieoonl>  ooaoemine  tliw  matter  an  lo  be  found  in  Euc  I>x..  STth 
'..3d  S«M.,  Vol.  V,  Ko.  166.  One  pvt  9f  tbvm  is  printed  is  Hiki, 
TJtIV.  pp.  I7i>-t73. 

* "  I  am  On  n\y  vtLj  ta  the  ooaat  of  Hcxieo  and  California,  Ibeia  to  bt 
aovtmei)  as  ciruimirtaaca  maj  dictate  when  I  shall  bare  nacb«d  Ikt 
teeoB  of  action  (!)...  tre  on  now  oowdiag  uU  nil  «b  tbe  diiegt 
connQ  (or  Mnico." 

■Lettvr  of  S«pti>nib«r  S  to  the  oomniaoden  of  the  ihipe  under  biiiL 
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00  (lotibt  tliat  tbo  former  cooM  not  aiKl  trould  Dot  aooept 
the  ooii(liLiou4  made  by  the  latter.  lie  learoed,  at  tha  him 
timo,  £rora  a  Boetoa  Dti^V8pa}>er,  which  dtod  a  Nov  Orleans 
newspaper  as  aatbority,  thtt.t  Califurota  bad  beeu  porchased 
from  Mexico  \>y  EnglaDd  for  wren  tnillions  of  doUars,  I3ift 
"corroboratiou"  of  this  niinor  was  fnrnielicd  him  by  tlie 
dti|iai'ture  of  the  English  admiral  Kichard  Thomas  with  fait 
squndroii  from  the  harbor  of  Callao,  with  scaled  imtrncCiosi 
which  liad  just  arrived  from  Kngland.  All  these  thiDgs  taken 
togetlier  made  it  his  **duty/'  '*at  once"  to  necQFD  a  prapv 
{dace  00  the  coast  of  Califoroia,  for  if  the  two  states  w«n 
reaJly  cn^agod  in  u-nr,*  tho  oatioo  wonid  noccesarily  oxpeot 
the  beat  utilization  of  its  ships,  aod  if  Eugland  luui  realty 
purchased  Celiforoiat  it  was  of  ooarje  neoeisary,  aoeording 
to  the  principles  of  the  Mooroe  doctrioo,  to  preveot  tl» 
ocoQp&tiOD.*  So  far  as  tlio  law  of  oatioiu  was  concerned^ 
the  coQimodoK  waa  all  tbo  more  firmly  coorioocd  u£  tlw 
impregoabili^  of  his  poeitioo  because  he  had  thorough^ 
dificufi&od  this  eidc  of  the  qaeetioa  witli "  tlic  very  discreet  a&d 
capable  repree^tative  of  the  United  States  ia  Lima."    Hi* 

■"  .  .  .  it  at  once  became  mjr  ilut;  to  MCiue  aocne  pomt  catbii 
eoaal,"    Lettvr  of  Oetaber  23,  to  W.  Tboin|*oti. 

*"  KnA  if  the  Tiews  of  tfae  Ute  Praadent  Uonroe,  aa  ezt»encd  Id  bk 
wIelsTated  meaagQ  to  wgBMe,  Deeenber  S,  1S33,  an  >tiD  raat^Ted  h  tb* 
avowed  aad  fixed  poUoy  of  ow  ooonlijr,  aa  it  uiubMbledlj  a  oor  iattiMt 
udar  tlie  inherent  aUribale  of  mU  pnettmlMm,  wbieb  all  'mAffoAoA 
taHx/at  hAVD  tbc  indubitable  rigbt  fai  uefcife^  we  •hsokl  eoB«Her  tlM  tA- 
itaiT  oocnpnligB  of  the  "^ftlifomian  by  an;  Eoropeaa  power,  bat  soon  par 
tienlariyl^oneTCateoinnwiaaliifal  Eo^aiid.  aod  eepedall j  at  tha  (air 
tionlar  juBtton,  aa  a  nuanm  ao  decidadly  boctHe  to  the  uue  tatOBt  e( 
.tbe  Uuted  States,  aa  not  onlr  to  wamuil  bat  to  moke  itoar^atTto  Eon- 
■tallUictlMgnaE  AiimtEalTbonwc,  if  poeaibto.  by  ittpplantiBg the  Maricaa 
flag  with  tluU  of  the  United  State*  at  Uontenr,  3iui  PtaBdaoH  and  MJ 
oUi^r  tritablo  pointa  witKb  the  terateejT  aaid  to  ban  bean  taoaBllj  oeM 
by  MKiet  Ueatj  to  tircat  Bdtaio."  Tbm  aaaniinoai  raaoliitton  of  ftc  aaa- 
(iloCvar. 
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tdminiptration  needed  not  to  fear  getting  into  tronUe  be- 
emase  he  would  trj-  to  act  in  tho  eeuse  of  tlic  adminUtmtion 
throtiglioiiL'  To  make  entirely  sure  of  tbis,  he  invited  the 
ooramnndcni  of  ttic  tlirce  sliips  to  a  coancit  of  wnr,  which 
nnconditionatly  approved  his  resolves.' 

On  tlie  ]  9tli  of  October,  the  squadron  arrived  before  Mon- 
terey. Tlie  commander  of  a  bark  to  whom  the  commodore 
■poke  at  the  entnmee  of  the  harbor,  and  two  Mexicanoffic«ra 
who  came  on  board  his  Bhip,  answered  to  his  inqtiirlee,  that 
tlicj  knew  notbing  of  hoatilitieii  betweeu  tlie  Uiiiiod  Stataa 
and  Mexico.  As,  however,  the  captain  of  a  ship  declared 
that  rumors  of  war  liiid  come  from  Maxa-tlmi  to  the  Stmdwich 
Ukiids  ulso,  the  commodore  continued  convinced  of  the  cor- 
rectneaa  of  his  bold  ftssum])tio[i6.'  He  had  all  the  le^  hesi< 
tation  to  proceed  to  cairy  out  his  original  programnio  liecause 
Mexico  waaobeiously  the  aggressor, since  it  had  conditionally 
declared  war.*  Butafterall  theeewondorfnl  things,  thiak  what 


'"  .  .  .  iu  all  tliftt  I  may  do  I  shall  conflno  injuelf  (tricUy  to  what 
I  mity  fnppoM  wMild  bo  jwa  views  imit  onten,  hml  jiio  tha  means  of  ccin- 
mnniciilinir  Ihcin  lo  me." 

*  It  a  inileed  «it}rthy  uf  taimtiun  thut  all  tbese  four  ffentleoaen  were  Ima 
Uw  tbv«  (tutct. 

*  "Tbe  time  for  action  haii  now  arrived;  whilst  notliing  hod  occorred  to 
Aain  my  l>eli«^  in  tiie  certainty  of  haeliliti^  with  Ktfzico,  Ihe  n^itent^d 
niaoied  cesuon  of  Culifumis  to  EDnlund  va»  slnuigtbencd  by  what  J  bars 
already  rdaud.    H^ice  no  ^uie  wni  to  be  k«L"    Report  ai  October  3i, 

*".  .  .  bat  if  I  am  rigbt  (and  of  whicli  there  can  be  but  little  doubt) 
in  aM'gning  to  Mexico  tbe  ntlilude  of  ii  niiUon  kirinf  declared  candilaonal 
war.  then,  onder  all  the  clrcumataii  cea  of  the  caae,  Meiioo  ia  the  aggnmet, 
and  U  lOOh  ii  letpODiible  for  nl]  evilj  oinl  coTiaeiiueuccn  I'CiitiltiD);  frain  tbe 
boatitc  and  me&aang  poeitioa  lii  Yriildi  ebe  placed  licrsclf  ou  the  4th  of 
JoneLuL"  B«port  ot  Odobn- 24,  1842.  A*  <wly  ua  6ept£iober  13th  bo 
bad  (aid  in  hi*  report:  "  I  hfg  to  aware  you  that  no  rndpitatc  stops  will 
be  taken  by  which  nmirenioii  will  be  joitly  chuirmbte  on  me; "  yet  hs 
hod  addml:  "  at  tbe  nuae  time  1  shall  not  shrintc  bum  any  mpoDnbili^ 
vlaeb,  b  my  judgnuot.  tbo  booor  andiotcicat  of  our  countiy  may  nqoiie." 
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we  may  of  tlie  iiitemajtioaiU  Inw  and  tije  Logic  af  the  oomcai^ 
doro,  his  preoautiou  is  worthy  of  all  recogaititm.  Simului» 
onsly  with  the  deinaod  nutdo  on  the  ouminamler  to  aunea^ 
the  place,  Jones  lent  a  priDled  proclamaCioii  into  the  ooiuiti; 
which  auiiouoced  to  the  inhalMtants  the  protection  of  the  star- 
K])aT^1ed  haiiaer  fora]I  time^  aad  which  offered  the  popolatiDB 
of  all  Culifoniia  llie  blesfiluf^  of  tlie  rights  of  eitizeniUp 
of  the  United  StiOm.*  VTbether  die  law  of  □utioDS  or  M«i* 
ioo's  "coiiditioual"  declaratiou  of  war  gave  ihe  commodow 
the  rij*ht  to  g;raiit  tlie  rightf  of  dtizeaship  of  ibo  Uaited 
States,  according  as  it  seaned  good  to  him,  be  doee  not  mj. 
Certain  it  is,  however,  that  this  pnwer  is  not  granted  to  ship 
eaptaitiB  by  the  constitution.  Wlieiher  the  proelamatioa 
was  printed  in  Callao,  or  whether  the  precaution— Jooes'sor 
that  of  some  other  people  —  dated  still  further  back,  eaaoat, 
nnfof  tunatety,  be  a^eertaincd.  Tlie  Mexieiuu  did  out  Uosbla 
thetnsolree  abont  tliis  point,  not  did  they  put  any  qnaattsii 
whatever.  They  even  refused  the  eighteen  hoars'  timo  for 
oonslderation  which  the  comiuodore  had  granted  them.  The 
couditioiu  of  ciipitiilation  were  agreed  upon  daring  tlte  Dtglit 
between  the  l9tU  and  the  20th  of  October.  Before  tlMy 
were  subsorittetl.  a  merchant  from  tbe  United  8tato,  ki^ 
eatahlMwd  in  Monterey,  came  on  Iward  and  assured  Jooh 
that  they  had  mncti  more  teoeot  news  at  that  place,  and  tint 
there  was  no  talk  of  war.    Bnt  as  be  oonld  not  immetUatelr 
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■  "TVm  rton  MaA  stnpM,  inCkUIU^  tmliittm  o(  fixi  tibeitr,  of  Kbitf 
fli  spMCB.  uusuuw  tic  ia6  tnoB,  WH  MWTC  aD>  viB  Besdsn  tt  CMKieKr< 
witti  anmtitntioBal  nfht  Red  InrM  Monitr  to  winfa^  fta  OnaCDMra 
Oke  «V  «K>«t  DODsenisl  to  esdi  one's  mam  of  dntr  b>  ku  Cnslor,  waf 
Seat  triBmphantly  tirfon  yoa,  asd  Ltmatwih  lad  Cnwrcr.  wMfimpr 
iMboo  Knd  ttcahif  to  70a.  to  yvn  dii!>)nn,  ftad  to  "'Wir.  titI^" 
.   .   each  «C  the  UaUteMefCbtilOn^vbrthvMttni 

«•  11117  ««fa«diVOMd  la  aeat^  tht  UBhptmNesC^ 
^aa^^aBwp^>^^<^y  enawa»  bw  iporoiuiMiit  at  tb  Coiri 

.  wU  bi  sltmd  tnt  t»  dt^isBS  fl(  thaw  pnvofr.  *  Me. 
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i,  ua  tlic  tpnt,  the  ncvrepapcnt  lie  li&d  tn«titioned,  the 
commodore  would  not  p«rmit  him&elf  to  be  mUlodf  ftnd  hd 
boiituU  tlw  flftg  of  the  Unioii  nv-cr  Uie  fort.  Tlte  newflpapen 
■ere  liroiiglit  imincdiiitclj-  after.  The  commodora  wm  con- 
viaoed  of  tlie,  to  liim,  almost  incrediMf;  fact  tliat  hia  tlirewd 
ealcnI»tionft  no  more  harnioniKod  witU  facts  ttiau  yes  witli 
no,  and  lie  again  Hailed  out  into  the  sea,  with  the  pleading 
oonecionsnees  that  he  had  acted  entirely  correctly,  and  with 
the  tno«t  Hcnipiilons  discretion. 

Tbe  Mexican  government  did  notshare  this  view,aiid  do- 

■nanded  saiisFaction.     A  letter  of  excuse  came  from  "Waeb- 

ington.  The  Mexican  atnb»ai*ador,  Almonte,  however,  altowod 

.ttimaelf  to  cull  attention  to  tlio  fact  tliat  that  Lctt«r  said 

Mhing  of  pfinishing  Jonea  for  hia  "uDbeard-of  attempt" 

w/iio  ateniado).     Tliia  sn<>:gcation  waa  rejected,  with 

>  l^nnrk  that  Jones  liad  nut  at  nil  de&ired  to  in&iilt  Mexico.* 

Lnd  the  man  who  hai  the  cool  ehameles^noMi  to  gi've  Buch 

•M  aaawer,  was  neither  a  slave-holder  nor  a  friend  o£  the  an- 

nention  of  Texas;  it  was  Daniel  Webster.     The  house  of 

fe<>re8entatirc8  gave  cxprfssion,  indirectly,  to  its  acqniM- 

^■Imoft     It  refused,  by  a  vote  of  eighty-tliree  against  seventy- 

^^^M^  to  suspend  the  nitca  In  order  to  make  the  discussion  of 

' "  But  Uenonl  Almonte  luicl  bis  |p>v«niinuit  must  wa  that  Comniodora 
ioafs  intended  no  JndigDity  t«  the  jcovorninenb  oi  McxioOt  nor  wtytlung 
aalftirfDl  to  bcr  catiju?iM.  Uiiiortuaatiely.  be  mjiiimmmI,  m  bit  iiiwiilii.  ttiat 
a  iUt«  of  WOT  uctuulljr  vxtttaA.  at  the  time,  ttetwecn  the  Iwa  coualiiw.  U 
this  imppositioii  hiul  brcn  well  Eouoiled.  all  Uial  bo  did  woiJd  bava  been 
judti&nbl^.  M  that,  whutever  o(  iniftnidt^ncn  or  iiapoprielj  be  majr  b« 
eliW8«ablft  wilfa,  thiera  is  nottiion  U>  «iiow  Ifant  bs  iskadsd  any  ai&oofc  lo 
I  booor  of  the  Ucdcaa  eorcmmmtk  or  to  Tiolat«  Uw  relatiou  of  peanh 
.  In  the  clnrlf  manifest  abtuuM  of  nil  iU^nal  and  inpnpci  iataBt, 
altowaaoc  mair  be  propaly  citMided  towiLnlo  uii  net  of  inditontion 
I  a  quarter  to  very  t«moti^,  uid  !t>  vliicb  eonvct  infonnation  or  dirtant 
steisBOt  soon  or  eaeily  ol>Uuiit;il."  JwiuiuySO,  ISllt,  Compara  tiio 
nt  on  till.'  cuae  of  Uw  wliooneT  i^waaa,  in  tiw  rvpcrt  of  tlM  booN 
littM  on  foieign  n!&an.    Dob.  of  Congr.,  XUI,  p.  908. 
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»  resolatioa  iotroduced   bj  Adatna,  and  wlitch  callod  the 
action  of  tins  commodore  hy  ttp  right  namei  poeublo.' 

The  indiM-reet  beat  of  Coinmudote  Jonos  was  exoccdin^jr 
Te?;ations  to  tbc  adminittratiou.  It  eectiu  to  Itare  made  the 
annexation  of  Tcxag  its  order  of  the  day  at  tJic  inomcnt  wbeo, 
by  the  Ashburton  treaty  (Aagast  9, 1842),  the  danger  that, 
in  case  of  irar,  MeuEtoo  might  easily  obtain  an  idly  iu  England 
agniDst  tbc  ITiiited  Statct^  vm  materially  dlminiabod.  Bdi 
it  needed  time  to  mature  its  plans,  and  Jooea  had  prema- 
tnrcly  alarmed  the  opponents  of  them.  If  some  happy  acci- 
dent had  prevented  tiie  execution  of  hi«  stnpid  <»up  de  amm, 
the  twen^-eevcnth  congrew would  preaomably  not  bftvo  bacn 
called  together  by  the  storm  bell.  There  were,  indeed,  at  fint 
only  thirteen  members  of  that  congrew  who,  on  the  sd  of 
llju<ch,  1843,  cried  ont  to  "tho  people  of  the  free  etaM" 
that  tbc  enemy  was  ^.tealthily  creeping  to  fall  apon  tbun. 
and  was  already  before  the  gates.'  Bnt  at  their  bead  stood 
John  Qnincy  Adame.  and  their  cry  ot  waminjj  was  couTered 
in  »uob  a  tone  tliAt,  coming  from  his  mouth,  it  neoouanlT 
made  a  terribly  forcible  imprCMion  on  bundrcda  of  thou- 
nnds.  It  gave  espreosion  to  the  &rm  conriction  that  tht 
free  states  had  not  oaly  the  right  not  to  submit  to  tlie  aiuwx- 

*  Adaxnt  BieiohitiOD  nad:  "  RcaolTtd.  That  the  isTwOaof  OMtoDtarT 
nt  a  (oreien  wdtaa.  at  pnoc  'with  thr  ITiuted  Stale*.  Iijr  nrj  xmEkvy  or 
naval  vAaerti  Ae  Dnited  State;  v  tl  once  an  aiQpavaUd  oOtutt  afllHl 
Ihal  hnign  Mtw(^  ■caiMi  tbc  pence  of  tba  irofU,  aad  iciuoil  tba  eoi^ 
IstiOB  and  peo|)le  o(  the  Unibed  Statn.  (or  the  lienal  pontihDUSt  of  vUi 
fnlber|«o«)iioaoi^ttobeBuufebjrU«-."    Kilei.  UUT,  p.  173. 

'Ibid^PV^lTS-tTS.  ".  .  .  W«  Urciwttaae  .  .  .  toota 
vpoa  a  detafled  ttatenaent  of  the  mtaom  whkh  larM  opon  onr  niadt  IW 
ODBTiction  that  tliii  pc^ect  ti  bj  oo  BMaos  atjaadooed;  Ifaat  a  ktsa  ^ 
tioo  (tf  the  fOCotiT  iBiovsled  b  titt  cOBluuua»  of  dooMVtie  ti^nxj  mi 
tfaeria««li«d4  in  tli«tt  UniUd  Stale*  kanacdaiiilratMl  oulknUriyv 
nined  thai  ii  dull  be  wpee^aaiti  into  «gcatien.  and  ttat.  ty  ^ 
adauMnof  aBBwdantentacraad  ita**  tlalai^  the  aaite  waCBdao 
et  Ibe  ■lart-boldtBr  power  ia  the  geranatnl  AaU  be  Kom)  Bad  BMlri 
tavoiriaUi 
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rtion,  but  that  thej  wonld  not  Bobmit  to  it^—  that  annexa- 
tion and  lliQ  dissolutJon  of  the  Union  were  one  and  the  eame 

■  thing.* 

f  Dnring  the  foor  mouths  which  tntcrvoncd  between  tlie 
ooctipntimi  i)f  Monterey  an(]  this  appeal,  a  great  deiO  was, 
indeed,  done  for  annexation,  yet  it  still,  in  groat  part.  re. 
mained  a  deep  secret.  Texas  had  been  BJnking  until  it  be- 
came  a  rcnllj  pitiful  picturo  of  a  stata  Tlie  president's 
mea«ago  of  the  Ut  of  December,  1S42,*  drew  a  pictnre  of 

^tbe  condition  of  tilings,  which,  were  it  not  known  tliat  it 

ras  the  work  of  the  pen  of  the  hero  of  Snn  Jacinto,  one 

would  be  tempted  to  take  it  for  the  extravagant  fancy  of  a 

malicious  calumniator.      Houston  began  with  the  general 

complaint  tlwt  the  decline  had  been  a  steady  one,  and  at  a 

ite  almost  uuparalleled.'    He  complaioa  tliat  it  had  not 


'  "  W«  b«ld  tbat  thfto  is  not  odI;  '  no  i»litjeftl  naoMd^ '  tot  it,  *ao  od* 
I  to  be  (lerivGil  from  it^'  Uii  thnt  thtre  is  do  conttitutionnl  pcnvor 
to  any  depoi-Unent  of  the  ttnliotiaL  ga<r«tiuaeutti>autkorud  it; 
that  no  act  of  coogien  or  treaty  for  jutuetation  can  Impoaa  the  Iciut  obli- 
Eiation  upon  thu  Euvcml  ttatns  ot  this  Uuicm  to  eubroit  to  cuch  un  tinwnr- 
iiknUVlQ  set,  or  to  reoeive  into  their  UmDj'  und  fiatumitj'  tuch  misbesottea 

I  and  ill«-B:)liin>ttc  proicenr. 
[   "  W«  bautaU)  not  lo  tay  thut  nnncxAtion,  «Rcctod  b;  Kay  act  or  prtxMd- 
hc  ol  the  FtMlmU  travenutwDt.  or  aay  of  ita  dcjiiu^uiits,  vtoald  he  iicali' 
lal  with  disolaUon.    It  wonld  be  a  rtolivtioD  of  our  national  cniupoct,  ita 
bl^fedBt  dCBigna,  uiid  tho  gretti  elcineotary  principles  wliich  ontcied  into 
ita  fonmtioD,  of  a  cbaiacter  to  d^ep  and  f undamffntul.  and  would  be  aa 
attompi  to  etomiao  au  infctttulion  luiil  a  power  Oif  [a}  nature  ho  iinjiiHb  ta 
thitfn— !■*■  so  itumioiu  to  the  interesU  and  abhorront  to  tlie  feelings  of 
Htow  paoplo  of  the  free  statca,  ui,  Ln  our  opinion,  not  onlj  inoritabl;  to  nwilt 
^n  a  ilMalnlion  cf  (ho  Union,  but  fully  to  justify  it ;  and  wu  not  only  aaoeit 
^Bbat  tlw  pcoplo of  the  free  states  'ouglit  not  to  submit  lo  it,'  but  weaQf* 
DrHh  confidence,  Ihcj-  would  not  submit  to  it." 
'Kilra.  LXIV.  pp.  1ft,  19. 

' "  iDcteiul  of  deriving  bidlitiea  and  advanbigm  from  tho  Inpxo  of  time, 
it«  ilodinc.  mice  the  jrw  I838i  lo  its  prevent  point  of  d<:;pmiiioD,  has  boca 
leyakr  and  more  rapid  than  perfaapt  that  ol  an;  other  counlir  on  tha 
)  pOBMHlng  the  Boaw  oatatal  ad w  tagcs.   Fmu  pOdtHung  a  oonencj 
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been  possible  for  him  to  eeeuro  Um  tapport  oC  a  atatuliog 
ooi'pB  of  troopa  of  from  one  Iinodred  to  two  hundred  mai 
fur  tiie  piirpuiie  of  protecting  the  fruntier,*  and  raues  the 
grent  qnesttoii,  bow  the  goveruraent  contd  be  oontiiuied 
without  anj  raoiie^  whaleror.*  TIid  panialimetit  of  crim- 
hiaU  had  to  be  left  to  hearen  or  judge  Lynch,  beconK  there 
were  no  jails,'  nnd  the  laws  remained  unknovrn  to  the  people 
bemuee  the  postoffioe  disappeared  -when  tha  monej-  wont,* 
and  the  crowd  enap|)ed  its  flngen  in  the  face  of  ihe  goTcnt- 
ihl-iiI  tinpnnifihed.' 

Marly  at  par,  viib  a  ripnilafrfig  mcdlnm  but  littls  taexo  Uum  balf  a  trifli'f, 
Bad  Willi  a  omlit  onptfalteled  for  a  ooimtiy  of  >>*  ace>  w«  fiad  onndfw 
h)  a  ixndHioa  irtteHy  4eslitoto  of  oeditt  witlKiat  a  auniM^,  witboot  anavb 
and  miUkini  m  i^" 

' "  At  die  cominenoecaeiit  of  tbe  [KMni  lulniiiiiitia&aii,  ft  «ai  the 
MTBciC  (hwiro  of  tlw  ezecutiTa  10  be  eiiaUod.  I9  acts  i)C  oDogPM,  to  ante- 
hun  a  taroe  on  (be  fraiticr  amonntuiir  bvia.  one  to  two  LonibW  moi. 
Oootd  tba  bare  been  don*.  he  reni&iiiB  uOaSeA  and  conttnonl  ia  Ike 
opuum  tliM  Ike  n«eiit«alaiaitiM  tad  auwraiwea  upoa  ovr  Innber  «eaU 
not  hatv  ocaured.  Unlm  immUiiin  caa  bs  done  to  pment  tba  Qiiaa 
ot  ■oleaWice  |Ha«tit»d  hf  the  eneai;,  it  will  canaa  T«ns  to 
btneU.'' 

*  "Fcf  Um-  waat  nf  mnMi,  gray  ptanbla  iialiaii^Mirt  baa  be 
Kntcd  to  the  »■'"■""-*"*■"■     Texas,  in  tnitli.  ptwanto  an  aooaulj  at 
batut;  of  biUjom,  for  no  eoontij  bat  ever  eiitCed  without  a  eomncf,  I 
tun  a&T  goreramuot  mr  bo^  admiaalcnd  witboirt  nMsn." 

'"ttietean  aol  jailaand  pcuooain  UMCOantiT  fu  tliai 
tb«  tanutd,  uor  W**  Ibe  aeranJ  conntic*  in  a  ■JaaliOB  to  pa;  » tax  ^fr 
dent  to  tBsan;  the  nfe  kmping  of  culpota." 

'"Nothing  B betis ealenlatod  to pKwnl  ttn d^fUoraUa  lawfial  nra 
dition  of  Tysna  tltsB  Uw  ritoatioo  of  our  paatoSaB  and  atail  nlalifirimi^A 
V«r  ^  7>w«  1840  aad  1S41.  Bot  loa  Iban  «J»Mn  in  taowHii?  BOtn 
baadea 91i9t8 in  cwJieqaBf  bOb.  ware  airiapnafcid  toawlaiB  Iba  vlab^ 
lUunflit.  Tv  (la  wfraie  of  tin  pmaet  jtar.  omann  aptavvnatan  OHl 
$^,000  in  enbeqaer  biUa,  witbaal  ■riJagaayallgwaacoterUwirdiyBa' 
mttoa;  Bordid  tbajrlcan  aay  diMcatmi  with  tbtenoatira  to  mtaia  Iti* 
ipportaBt  hnntk  c<  Mia  gwwatoant.  Tana  al  Ihia  tiaw  fanMbaaaa 
■bvnlar  tact  oC  a  BonfanMal  wftlKKt  tte  tnwaa  4<  «o«T^iac^  «Mm«M 
or  diitribntbiB  tba  hi-n  tiutucbmiAanvayia." 

*-'la«MaMKlliadHaKh,l«l,dariv  tt»  MHaH  ol  Ika  aoaav. 


BSteULKD   AND   THXA8. 
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'Wliat  was  to  lie  the  npabot  of  sU  lUiftf  It  hud  I>eeu  feared 
3m  the  first  that  Eiirupcan  powers  miglit  look  with  covct- 
ons  cjcs  on  tho  Hcli  prize.'  Kiigtand  wae,  of  cotirfit^,  tirst 
thoa^ht  of  in  this  connection;  wid  if  England  deaired  the 
acquisition,  obstacles  could  Iw  placed  in  her  way  only  by  the 
United  States.  If  matters  continued  with  Texas  ii*  they  bad 
been  tlins  far,  it  would  soon  have  to  ca*t  itself  into  tlie  Hrnw 
of  tho  first  power  which  opeued  them  to  it.  But  Eiigland'a 
put  certainly  enggeated  tlic  (jticstion,  whether  ehu  would  not 
feel  tempted  to  obtain  ii  firm  footing  Uure.  And  if  Eng- 
land's action  gave  any  reason  wliaterer  for  this  sn^picion, 
tlic  United  Slates  ccrfainlj  could  not  pay  any  attention  to 
tho  fact  that  Mexico  refased  to  relinquish  its  rightful  title 
to  Texa«5.  To  speak  of  "  self  prcscn-ation  "  wa*  an  cxaggcr*- 
tion;  but  the  Union  had  niiquestiunably  the  greatest  interest 
not  to  get  in  tho  south  any  moro  than  in  the  north,  it£  niout 
poverfut  rival  for  a  neighbor,  and  not  to  be  compelled  to 
fhare  with  it  the  supremacy  over  the  Qiilf  of  Mexico.     I 


trader  the  pnriiioiu  of  the  ootutitntion.  the  president  felt  it  to  be  bis  ini- 
petative  duty  (a  order  a  fpiuotiJ  of  tJie  ardiivea  luiO  hetuk  of  departmcDtd 
from  tfae  dty  of  Austiii  to  a  p1ac»  of  aafeiy .  As  to  tlte  propriety  iind 
aeoeant;  of  the  act  no  ictuonjibk  doubt  could  exist.  RcsiitaacCi  howcvoTt 
hu  been  ofiVred  and  conTiiiaed  op  to  the  prvM-iit  time.  Acta  et  the  moBt 
■editiaot  and  ttiiMitl>orisi>d  duuacter  ba.Te  been  perpetrated  by  penotu 
■tyting  thcmKWcfl  tUc  'Archirc  Ooniniittw.'  pomtiTcly  irfu^ng  otM.-dii:ii(» 
to  the  ordcn  of  ths  cii^mtive  And  mfuntng  lu  ]x>ntiit  individuiUit  Co  lemoru 
from  Uut  plaoa  with  thoir  effi»ati.  onlni  a  ]>&fi>poi:t  v»  grwilml  hj  aaaa 
member  of  taoA  omunittw.  Th«  sswuliw  f^t  &  nlictanee  to  bsTe 
ncontw  to  tiicb  mcotarca  u  would  hare  enabled  bim  to  cnrr^  out  tiic  pn>- 
vniom  of  tfa«  eoratStatiOn.  Tim  muoiu  for  th<>  removal  of  tb«  wchivM 
from  tli<  city  of  AuMin  ttill  cxi9tu)ir<  it  was  deemed  moft  piopcr  to  convent 
Uie  coasrrat  nt  tliii  pnint.  The  kuhjert  inu  bud  before  ooaipwa  at  tlu 
Me  extra  teaam,  and  no  (ti<fiiut«  adion  took  pl&w." 

•  Ax  early  »  tbe  S^kl  of  May,  l°SX,  Wt\Mw  wid  ia  Uw  iOaNto:  "  Be 
liad  no  doitbt  that  atb^mpta  would  bo  made  bj  some  Enrapeo*  gowrDment 
to  oVtuin  ft  TCHon  of  Tenu  from  tfae  tP>v«rmiient  of  MeuM."  VA,  of 
r..  XII,  p.  1S3. 
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IlUOH-  Qotlung  whtcli  wiuranU  the  ooncluuoa  that  EngUoi] 
reaUy  had  nay  such  [)lan».  But  tliat,  ac  the  tinier  there  mra 
man/  in  the  Union  wtio  were  oonnnced  of  tliu,  it  ia  too 
aaaj  to  uniloKtaud  to  permit  thmr  Foara  to  be  called  a  oom- 
edjr  without  any  more  aJo. 

As  the  fiouth  had  the  greater  icttfrost  in  thu  ao^auitioo  of 
Texas,  the  moat  uofeigoed  tniitrast  of  England  wtti,  of  ODOne, 
to  he  found  niainljr  there  And  with  the  fioatfa,  toon 
especiullr,  ttild  inistriuC  vaa  not  eDttrelj  grotmdlewL  b 
looked  upon  It^lC  as  threatened  not  oolj  in  case  England 
should  aspire  to  possess  the  conntrr^  bnt  tliere  was  danger 
to  it  la  the  verj  possibility  that  EngUad  might  exercise  sa 
{ofloeDce  there.  It  is  aelf-erident  that  this  inflncnoe  wooU 
naeessarily  have  a  tendenoj  ioimicsl  to  sla^-ay.  Engisnd 
had  already  concloded  a  treatjr  with  Texas  for  the  aoppftft- 
sion  of  tlie  »lavo  trade,  and  oow  came  the  dreadfiil  tidings 
that  sla7BT7  was  dragging  oat  so  wrecdwd  a  HCa,  that  thm 
wad  bat  little  wanting  to  give  it  the  last  linislting  stroke.' 

Thus,  e^'Ciytliiog  conspired  to  foroe  upon  the  farther-sra> 
lag  leaders  of  the  slavoevacf  the  coDriotJon,  th&t  tbefe  m 
danger  in  delay.  Eenton  ascHlicK  to  Calhonn  the  palerai^ 
of  the  intrigQe,  the  carrying  ont  of  which  was  plaotted  widi 
great  skitt^  and  which  was  destined  to  bring  the  mn&  fimltj 
to  the  long  wished  for  goaL    Benton  is,  indeed,  a  vcrf  pv^ 


I 


■  ExPi  I  liiwl  ¥iis>iiii  B.  Immn  mnJUtohmtaKAmiitmvmi  -"Oi 
aati-danfjr  paitr  a  Itaw  «ai  Mq^nn  tts  a«»taM7.  aa4  Bar  eet  arir  I 
•bebb  dmiT  ^  a  oenttitaliaasl  TCh^  bet  fl>v  clMat«  Uw  whib  chnr  I 

•*At|M(eBilhe  Miti^mj  |«r^  »  m  tb«  nbootn  batftwvdiWJ 
,  ewa  ■«>».  to  igaato  the  i|i  iilf aa  aith  awA tMbwc.  6a  ftr 
[tibvpcoftoof TmsataBakwaHsafdaaB.    ThaML.ifMI*' 
1  dDM,  then  «  eno  pMUbOAr  Osi  daviiT  vB  fas  afaaadeatd  ii 
All  oaalij.    Tb»  mgnei  an  yai  bal  faw  to  iiasilai.  mad  wooU  h 

r     i'-^  III  -  f ]-'"-—' "^--"11^1 -^lmiiiiia*iMa.siiJiwlwi* 

«aridintiMistaiWBrfirflBlfctca9W:%«flinBa^>*    lay,  Bxtorif 


■     ■' 
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KfttTi  vitneis;  bDt  orcn  if  the  proof  ainnot  bo  produced, 
'  all  that  we  kuow  beftrs  testimony  to  the  correctness  of  the 
ftllej^'atioii.  CalLotm  was  tlie  first  to  dvclam  the  iii-ccssity 
of  Adiicxatioa  i»  the  Errtnto.  His  master  hitnd  demonstra- 
l>ly  wove  the^^oof  into  the  warp,  and  he  prided  himself  on 
l»eing  the  real  originator  of  annexation.'  That  he  at  first 
carcfall>-  hcpt  hiuieclf  concealed  i:i  the  back-jp^itnd,  is  e&t- 
wtmtorily  explained  by  the  fact  timt  Jackson'a  inflnence  had 
to  bo  obtained  bclurehand. 

Id  the  l)eg;inning  of  1843,  a  BaUimorc  new«pjij»er  pab- 
lished  a  letter  of  Gilmer,  dated  Jnuuary  10,  to  "a  friend" 
(Duff  OriM;ii)  in  Maryland,  on  the  necessity  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas.  Uenlon  says  that  the  letter  wae  liU<:  u  6tu.li 
of  lightning  from  a  clear  slcy.'  But  nothing  further  ensued, 
or  rallior  what  followed  was  played  luwier  cover,  and  the 
public  did  not  have  the  slightest  iLtimatiou  of  it.  Gilmer's 
latter  tonchcd  most  strongly  the  two  chorda  in  Jacluon'a 
breaet  which  wen)  aiirc  to  tind  the  loudest  echo:  preserva- 
tion a^inst  EngliLTid'D  ambitious  deaii-es  and  the  ^trciigth- 
cning  of  the  Union.  The  nnine  of  Gilmer  as  well  as  Green, 
however,  awalieued  the  suspicion  that  CslboQn  vtm  ecatcd 
in  the  prompter's  box.  That  Jackson's  old  mistni&t  of  the 
''honest  niilliticator,"  a  mii^truBt  intcnsilicd  by  por^cial  ha- 

tred,  might  not  be  awakened,  he  was  approached  by  a  cir- 
tiitnne  Vi-iiy.  Giliner''c>  letter  readied  him  cni^loscd  in  one 
E  Aai'ou  V.  Browu'c,  of  Tenn^see,  who,  according  to  ^cn- 

'  "  I  lni«t.  tfr.  rreridimL,  tlipn  will  Iw  no  ilwptitc  hpn-Kfler  M  to  wbo  k 
Um  r^al  uuUior  Af  ftim^xdlidn.  Lsna  than  twclTi>  monthe  sinoe,  I  had 
tnan;  compctiion  for  iliat  bonoi.  .  .  .  But  now,  Hotx  tlie  wiur  jwiUi 
Mexico]  ha*  ti<-o>n>"  iin]X)|>ii!iir.  Ui'-y  nil  M)>iit  lu  AfrnM  ttaiit  I.  in  nalitf, 
OBI  UtCauthor  <A  unucx.itivn.  I  wOl  not  put  Lbe  lioaor  oaltl?.  I  m&j 
rigtitfttllr  and  iiKliipulably  claim  to  be  tbowithocof  that  great  mcai- 
I  lal»  pndv  to  mywlf  ua  bcLag  UiA  oathor  oj  thu  gntat 
Ulh.'e  Works.  1 7,  E>p.  362,  m. 
'Ton' View.  II.  p.  SSI. 
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tou'd  rcprvsentatioD,  had  110  idc»  bj  wliom  and  fi>r  whst 
purpose  lie  was  u*ed  as  a  tool.'  Jackson  look  fire  iiiiriKdi- 
atcly.  As  early  as  tlie  12th  oE  Ffbriiary,  ho  atwwcred  in 
tha  tone  desired,  and  besides  performed  a  wt>rk  of  saperem- 
gatioi)  in  in»king  somo  correlations  nf  the  storr,  which,  io 
the  snlisetjiioiit  agitation  of  tli«  question,  miglit  perform  ei- 
callent  sen-ice.' 

Although  it  bad  confesaedly  been  Minght  to  get  tliia 
only  for  the  parpofle  of  M'orhing  on  tbe  maAscSi  it  was. 
vithstfinding,  now  &I10WD  only  to  tlie  initiated,  And  in  the 
de^iCdt  coiih'dvncc.  The  qncstinn  of  nnnc^cation  was  to  lie 
made  the  puint  about  nitich  rlie  preDidcittial  election  of  1844 
was  to  tnrn.  Thiit  made  it  ncct:&6ary  to  put  Van  Baren^ 
caadidocy  a«idc.  But  Jackson  held  eu  £ritily  to  Van  Burcn. 
tliat  eveiything  would  have  beeu  atnked  if  be  bad  been  now 

'  Brom  nid  IiimBclf,  on  tbc  12lh  nf  June.  1341,  in  tlw  home  aS  npn- 
rnitolivw:  '*  F-iriy  in  (be  wiutvr  of  1^43-43, 1  bwatrui  waTinoed  that  Ua 
ofLkiiKif  Tl-uu  ircni  aoaHagi»|ndbr  to  a  crian,  uid  that  >b«  mint  Biriwnw 
RtnMiic  nippurt,  or  the  coald  not  siuUin  bemilf  to  any  advaiitaf[v  amcnir 
the  indi^^ndcnt  daUoiu  ot  tbe  oartb.  Ilcnoc  it  natutalljr  ocourmt  In  wt 
that  the  mtnt  favorable  period  woolil  Bhoitl,v  turrive  for  its  K-nnneiiition 
to  tbo  UnttM]  StiUsi.  I  taw  the  |>rPM>ia  ftiliiiiniKtralioA  |ii?culittrlf  sltlt- 
Btpdi  A  pr-sidaA  mtfaoat  a  por^ — a»y  "'iroae  than  that,  a  pmndcsl 
batmen  two  unat  paities.  •ddom  nttahiMl  b;  luther,  and  oEtua  wamd 
upoo  by  boll).  UmIm  mch  ci*caiarfiitieo«,  1  ap|>r^bcntl  it  mi|tbt  b«  UtS> 
cull  to  pr>;rul  on  him.  iMnrerer  anxion*  hu  miitbl  U*  pefwnollj  to  do  n, 
to  enter  on  aajr  grant  measoie  «tclt  m  the  acqnintion  of  llenii.  IoSb* 
cooed  by  thoo  apmions,  in  Jnamy  (i^),  I&l-S.  1  atUnswd  a  kttar  H 
General  Jtckxm,  advertiujr  U)  cianx  or  all  ot  tlxwo  ciroiiaiiitaaon,  and 
CxprrMing  Ihf  b«linf  that,  if  hi*  opiniona  wciv  etJl  in  faTor  ol  Ikd  ohw- 
ure,  aa  I  kaeir  they  fonoeriy  irate,  a  dciir  uad  dinriikil  letter  fnm  bin 
mig^t  Iwoaefnl  hi  looeingop  oriiulaininplbe  BdmbiMliation  tn  vakiaf 
ncii  a  QWTtMMnk.  la  tlw  vpiiit  of  anient  aSMtioa  aail  adminlioo.  I  «* 
ptccted  the  dnire  that  hii  name  •tumid  be  amntcted  with  a  irmat  adiltif 
ineot  Me*  that,  and  that  it  ivoubl  b«  th«  crownag  stoty  «C  hi*  lone  "^ 
enntrd  life."    Dcbuof  Coosr- XV.  p.  lU. 

•  Niliw.  LXn,  p.  7a    Bentoa,  II,  p.  £SI,  enaneonslr  dates  tha  ietW 
tbtt  )2tb  of  Mareb. 
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allotrcd  to  suBjxwt  tliRt  the  two  qui^tions  could  not  be  sc|in- 

»iate*l  from  one  another.  Hence,  as  a  matlPr  of  course,  tlic 
BiiT]c:(ationis>t»  1)»(1  to  Iiave  recourse  to  tlio  tactics,  to  first 
BGCurc  •fackKiiii  unci  tlie  whole  dctnocnitic  party  in  tlie  fiontli* 
era  etatvi  tor  iiuinediate  annexation,  to  such  an  cxtt^nt  that 
the.v  could  no  lonfjer  go  backward,  bj-  anj"  pos-'ibllilj",  for 
the  saIcc  of  a  t|uc«tion  of  persons.  Tliie,  however,  r«qaircd 
time,  and  linncd,  with  the  potftponement  of  the  nominalitig 
convent  ion,  the  ftuuexatioiiists  succeeded  in  effectittj,'afiecond 
!m|x>rtaiit  move  on  the  clieM  board,  even  i£  it  proved  Co  be 
a  fniitle^»  victory  for  the  Calhounitos. 

In  tlie  menn  time,  the  oldque<ition  of  clnimii  for  damiigefl 
had  been  spun  out  by  the  sdtniiiietmtion  in  fliich  a  manner 
that  Uicrc  Wits  no  lack  of  a  pretext  Cor  a  breach  witli  Mexico, 
which  might  tterve  :i8  a  la^t  resource.  Mexico  had  made  this 
ea&y  for  it,  i^itice  it  had  not  Ikhju  prompt  in  tlie  making  of 
tlie  ]>aymcnL3  to  which  it  had  been  obligaled  by  tlie  com- 
KmiRiduii  or  arbitratioQ-court  of  1841-4:3.  Thruu^li  tlie  nego- 
Vtifttious  on  l\m  matter,  the  possibility  wa»  uiTonlud  to  Wuddy 
Tliomption  to  wring  fii^m  it  its  najiiiesccncc  to  a  new  ooti> 
vciition  on  the  claim*  for  damages  which  had  not  been  dc- 
jded  at  that  time.  On  tlie  other  band,  the  conceasiou  waa 
ade  to  Mexico  that  "all  clnimB  of  the  gnvcmtncnt  and  dt- 
iot  Mexico  n^inat  the  United  States*' should  be  settled 
tills  convention.' 

Tlii-ce  months  after  the  concltision  of  tliis  convention,  on 

,e  8th  of  May,  1843,  Webster  resigned.     His  unconditional 

ilrcrs  Hiid  defenders,  lllte  Cueliing,  aacriltMl  Ink  rej^ignn- 

entirely  to   the  conviction,  tliat,  now.  the  pndtlems 

wbicli  bad  determined  him.  in  spile  of  the  majority  of  Ids 

party,  to  remain  so  long  in  offire,  were  8ol7ed.     But  awonl- 

ing  to  the  concordant  dochirati'ins  of  all  other?,  the  pre«:- 

doiit  treated  him  with  »nch  Btndierl  coldness  that  his  longer 


Convention  of  Jnnnirjr  30,  l»t3,  Art.  «,  Stat  at  L..  VlII,  p.  530, 
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ooDtinuBDoe  in  office  liad  become  eotirclj  impowihle.  If 
Tfler  wished  to  give  him  to  understand  tliai  he  did  not 
want  any  more  of  him,  by  calling  for  liis  advice  juet  as  sel- 
dom a6  possible — and  this  view  is,  indeed,  rery  probable — 
it  is  uiKiuciittonablc,  that  the  Texas  qu^tion  was  ono  of  the 
most  miitcn'al  motives  for  this  base  ingratitndc.  Bot  what- 
eooTor  jitdjxmunt  may  be  passed  on  the  motiv«a,  there  can  be 
no  differenoo  of  opinion  as  to  the  effect:  with  Webster's 
exit  from  tbo  cabinet  one  of  the  {greatest  obstacle*  in  the 
way  of  the  anuexfttioiuBls  was  removed. 

After  the  intori-cgnum  xmder  Logord,  -who  died  in  Boston 
88  early  as  the  20tli  of  June,  184^,  after  a  Khort  iUnCM, 
Up^bnr,  as  eecretnry  of  state,  went  to  irork  with  oil  his 
energy.  Now  the  fear  that  England  was  laboring  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  Texas  aseomed  a  definite  form,  and 
wft»  nscd  as  a  rery  powerful  lever  of  agitation.  Benton  ei- 
aggomtcs  when  he  roprewnte  the  matter  as  if  a  little  stonr 
had  been  fabricated.'  A  certain  Andrcvrs  had  actually  been 
proseeating  for  some  time  the  project  impoMtd  oti  him 
task.  He  was  now  in  England,  and  some  abolitionists 
not  entirely  vtthont  hope  that  his  ondcavora  would  bo 
crowned  with  eiiece««.  Bat  npebnr  made  a  monntain  out  of 
a  mo!o  hill.  It  was  hardly  unknown  to  liim  that  the  '■'■  pnvnta 
citizen  '*  who  was  now  fending  the  alarming  news  to  the 
Uniti^l  Stales,  and  the  "  friend "  to  whom  Qiltncr  had 
direet«tl  hid  letter  of  tlic  10th  of  Jnnnar)-,  were  the  aams 
person.  It  ia,  therefore,  veiy  easy  to  consider  this  Icttw 
also  a  eonccrtcd  affair,  for  Andrews'  self-impoecd  missSoD 
was,  by  no  meaoa,  a  secret.'    Tlie  secretary  of  otato  ak> 

■*-Ther8WMiu>eTkleDce<if  any  Biitub  dominaUon  or  abotitiun  plotio 
Tnas,  And  time  was  inuited  to  import  oo«  from  Loodon."    Tbaij  Yon' 

View,  EI,  ^  aes. 

■8m  inani  in  ddwl  in  tliii  inatjer.  AihM  Sntilb.  RMninifMoMi  d 
the  IVxu  Itepnblk,  Iflb,  pp.  &9-&&.  Sailli  «•»,  lU.  the  time  fh* 
Tnan  ambaswdor  in  London.     Be  aipiew  fahawU  taf  Uttais  en 
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could  entertatQ  do  doabt  tLat  DdS  Graen  would  not  liave 
Hpnrcd  the  coloring.  The  1>ru8h  waa  no  longer  enoagh 
_  for  Iiinimlf — lie  nimply  upg«t  the  color-pot.  The  United 
f  StAtes  vrere  coiii[iet[bd  all  the  more  to  Knmmon  nil  their 
(Strength  to  avert  "u  Ciilajnit^  so  serious,"  einoe  England 
"jirobaUl/"  intended,  in  the  inttrrest  of  her  industries,  1« 
preparutliesatneiiad  fftteforall  Amtiricaas  for  Toxmi.'  TLa 
Becretary  of  states  id  no  covert  language,  declared  it  to  Iw 

UiA  Britiiib  and  PortigD  Anti-SlaTCi?  Socie^,  which  liad  entered  into  a 

ooiitiunu;^  with  Mi>xioo  and  Uin  Ami'ritan  AbolitiaiiistBnguiiut  Texas.    H> 

oonpawmUi«  aboUuanult  with  tbx  Spua'ab  iDquisiUon,  andgtx^  mtu 

^_  u  to  Mty:    "TfacM  wrvtclied  p^dlen  in  humaiuty  were  plotting:  to  crush 

Kimt  the  Ao^Io-Siixon  nuw  inToxiu."    But  tho  charge  that  tho  llnglith 

^■UjwtrS^  was  id  leajfuc  wtUi  ihv  hImI  tUonutit  be  n^Vxta  iia  cntirvly  uufuuadeil. 

HpBXfpibur  to  Hr.  Marphy  {eiuti'g^  tt'a^tiirta  of  Lhn  Uuit^  SUUe*  io 

VTmiuJ,  VVubiogtoa,  Au^utt  8,  J^J.     "  A  ktti'r  from  a.  piiviiba  dtuwn  o( 

^B  UaohuiJ,  then  in  liOndcin,  uonliuiw  \hv  f(>lbwinK  iracumc: 

H     "  1  li;.ini.  frara  a  aourM  entitiod  to  the  fuUert  confidence,  that  there  u 

W  BOW  hcrt  a  Mr.  Andrew*,  deimtetl  by  the  abolitioiiirti  of  Tiaiu  to  negoli- 

tifi  wttli  tho  Britikb  |,i>vcTniuciili   tlint  lie  lian  keen  Lord  Abddeui,  and 

■ubmilt»I  fain  prfQecb  for  the  itttolitjon  of  Klavriy  in  T<-siu:  which  is,  tha.1 

Umbo  sbail  be  or^uiiaed  a  company  iu  Ent^Iand,  who  Hhall  advance  a  aum 

•uficiratfor  IfaealavcanowioTcxu,  ooditoeiToin  payment  Texaalandit: 

Ikit  Ute  xuni  thns  adranced  Khali  be  paid  onr  aa  an  indemnity  for  the 

•bulitiuii  uf  «1aveTT;  and  I  am  autlio<nied  tj  the  Toxao  niitiuter  to  >uj'  (o 

;ou,  thai  Lord  Abetdccn  baa  a|[ieed  tUab  thi:  Sritiah  (^ovcninient  urill 

Ifuitranly  Lhe  pajnncnt  of  tbe  intereit  on  Uiii  loan  upon  condition  Uiat  the 

*Texaa  Bovenuaent  will  abolish  •lavety. 
"...    Ic[a  moreiDBnl  of  thiisortlcaanotbeperaiitl^d  totiuooMid 
^Uioilt  the  inoit  ttrciiuou*  Cfibita  on  oat  juut  to  tm>**t  a  ealamitjr  m  Mr- 
ioui  to  ereiy  part  of  oor  countir. 

"...  Wii  might  protaablf  consider  tbie  ui  port  of  a  generd  plan 
br  vbicb  Enffland  vmilil  teek  ba  abolish  domeatk  Rlarerr  throoghotib  the 
tDtJrc  coiitiiiotitnnd  Uands  of  Am^-rica,  in  oidi-r  to  find  or  create  new 
maritcla  for  tbe  iiroducta  of  bee  bomu  industrj^,  and  at  Ibe  uido  time  to 
dettrof  all  oompetitian  ^(ith  the  indastrjr  of  bcrcolunim. 

"...  The  efctahliihmrat.  in  tlie  very  niidst  o(  our  ilaveholding 
■tatee,  of  an  independent  goTrnnnont,  forUddinif  the  cxislf  nai  of  abtnay, 
and  by  n  ptviplc  born,  for  th?  moat  |Hirt,  anaagwi,  mrod  up  in  our  hal»> 
'At,  uadapt-Mkis;  OUT  laiig«i«e,  could  ootbul  to  pnxlaae  tbe  most  usbaiiu 
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tbo  ilatjr  of  the  Untoa  to  wstoh  with  dravn  Bvordr  aad  n* 
that  its  DcigliboTs  did  not  due  to  get  rid  of  tlic  dngoo- 
brood  ol  dstCTT.  Thi&  was  something  ntvt  iilaattmtiire  of 
the  "  let  ns  alooe  "  of  the  ilMvoenej.  Tbo  goTenuneot  of 
the  contioUiog  pover  of  the  new  worid  took  m  fttuid,  villi 
tMjocet  fixed  and  with  bsraiag  Itmt,  i^sst  ne&uioue&g- 
Imoil.  wbam  it  siu^terlod  of  wi&hioy  to  smng^  Aa  spirit  of 
the  niDctomth  orotDrr  into  Tens.  Tbe  goTentment  did  sol 
allege  it  bdieved  that  TexM  would,  hj  that  meana,  be  tfaiowi 
into  coD%-vlino<u>  ra  eMD|MriKxi  with  which  stevay  wm  a 
small  cfil.  It  kocw  with  how  litUe  danger,  bow  pbrrfoS; 
aoii  eisilT  L'msncipaltoa  ooold  be  efieetcd  ibere.  It  fnnldf 
admitted  that  the  6iavoeraejr  of  tike  United  State  vooU  bt 
cxxnpdted,  in  otder  to  sudDlAio  itself,  to  Ibree  the  ataadwd 
of  tbr  holjwarof  the  skvocHHij' into  the  hands  of  tbe  Uiuoa. 
Wa»  ii  so  very  difficult  to  andefatand  bow  it  waa  that  tbi 
abolitiooista  came  to  corse  tbe  rnnfttitntinn  as  an  *'acTt^ 
mcait  with  helH" 


t&cta  npm  botfc  panJM.    UTeoiwvnaHH 

vdMo  floDnl  a  Kn^v  sop  Hw  nf^/U9%  vBias  ot  LottaAaaaa  AnaMMi 

— i»wMlMMout«ottenM  iiiiiiia ■!  ta  f  nv.wWdh  m 

Mum ■■■!■!  AaoM  liihuici  fcrfta  tw^ttioa  tt  <fa  ^KJHUi^ft 

— ["* riifr-rt-TtiwaffT  t*-  n^jnt  iilrrTnil  ilui^iiail 

floSiioBa.  Th<ittt»iMeJsliVirtBMtedwCiJdbcwBitQdytBteb 
tts  i<^wt  hli  tttii  —  hMda.  'Iter  woaU  pmvtM  tet  tkPi*  OHll 
■■■>>MgM— Hjfarlht  wptdm  rf  iiijiili.gtbf  ■wow^Mcrft 
amrufcinil  haBariifftiftwJflM  to  Aeabici  Ifay  wi^l  ven*» 
IhilflHFntalMtfeaBcAma  tolfeB«tanwnUiBMNctFm  IwaM 

^■■iliiiaiii^yweakifcrfttBia»Mfc»itlfciMifliu«rf1^« 
fiBllMiM   iiiwpiil  IbvwMU Uiiri  11^  r     il -|       iiliLm. 

.  .  .  Tbar  ■Qofcl  WBBBK  Ifae  ligU  lo  Bod^B  ttMn  alans  tif  ftVi^  aJ 
ferttoar«rM>«cMiU»fBAeltelRBli7(tf  Tetai.  l»i>iwiHnJ|» 
aDtttatVMnbMd  WW  wvdd  tma  crew  v^  ellUt  4ate  «(  Ob^f" 
am.  Dk^  S&  Ongr,  USck.  ToL  T.  So.  341,  pp.  IS-tt. 
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Jpaliar's  wliole  reasoning  nras  plainly  nothing  hut  a  long- 

winJ^l  circiMiiIociilioii  of  tliu  short  ecnteiicc:  tUu  hour  of 

nrmexation  lins  come.     lu  l[exico,  it  wa^  reoogiiized  that  t!ie 

dcictsivetinmhad  iirrivixl.     Buc:Hnu{:^ra,un  tlmSiid  of  Aiigiiist, 

1843)  declared  to  Tii<finpfM)ii  that  Mvxicu  would  look  npon 

annexation  as  a  drdai'iiiiMii  of  war.'     TIk;  iicxt  day,  Tliomp- 

Bon  answci-cd  ihiil  it  v-us  an  eutirelv  unfoiiudi-d  rumor  tbut 

tlie  United  Statos  contciD]>!alcd  the  annexation  of  Ti-xns.* 

Upebur  soon  taught  liini  better.     On  tlie  20th  of  Oclubpr, 

be  instructed  the  amba&aadur,  in  case  tbo  quvalion  eltuuld 

■■uoiue  up  ag&in  for  discuseion,  lo  Bay  tbat  bo  wob  not  io- 

Kvtractcd  as  to  the  inteotions  of  bis  government,  >iiit  at  tliu 

■Mme  time  to  ititiiuate  to  Mexico  that  it  had  notliiu^'  to  s&y 

in  tlie  mutter.' 

Four  daj-B  prcvioiiB,  on  tbo  16tb  of  October,  Upehur  bad 
proposal  a  treaty  of  aDDeKatioa  to  the  Texan  agcut.*    Tbo 


I 


,    -    .    he  [tbe  president  |  hni  ordpmd  tlip  imdirsigucd  lo  declare 

,to  the  Uon.  Wadily  'l'hi>mpgou,  witli  tlie  riew  liint  be  inn;  siihmJt  it  to  hit 

pDvnnunent.  Ibnt  th»  Mntimin  (:D\i?ni]iiCDt  \ril\  coosidcr  equirutent  to  a 

deelanttaD  of  wm-  againut  Ui«  Meucao  republic  tfau  puHOffC  of  «u  act  fov 

I  Ibe  incorpotation  of  Tcxob  vitii  tbo  teiritor/  o(  the  Uniied  Slatm;  Uio  oer* 

I'laintgr  of  Um  tact  being  KiUJcient  for  the  imuk«diah;  pcodobiatiOB  of  war." 

[Ben.  Tky,.  ii?lb  Consr.,  lat  *»..  Vol.  I.  No.  I,  p.  •:&. 

» Ibid.,  r- 27. 

'"Should  thuiuVJect  .  .  .  be  affikin  brootrlit  to  jroaratbrntion in  a 
aper  manner,  you  will  Bif  that  rou  aie  not  in  pouMaiaii  ot  tJi«>  vii'ws  of 
^yourp>v«miiwatia  r^IattOD  to  it.  Voa  may  inUuiatA,  tiowt-vcr,  if  thcoc- 
cwioo  iboiild  jicitify  it.  that,  iw  tlic  itidt-pcndrnce  of  Teiaa  kait  bn^a  Uf 
knowlodgrd,  not  only  by  tho  L'niUd  SloU*.  but  olao  by  nil  UiP  oUier  priii- 
dpa]  poKvrt  of  tlii;  wurlil,  .  .  .  Kbeiiitobere(pudMla>iitnindr[u.-ndeBt 
aod  sOTCTCijfn  iHiYT'T,  cnmp4>Wt  to  ttMii.  forln'nnlf;  and  iiaiihi'  hu  tlMleeB 
off tlu autborit)' «i  Ucutx^  oad  eugccufalljr  raiili-d  hcT  povrcrford^l 
jrean,  Ifa«  United  StotM  irill  not  feel  tbemsulm  under  any  ntilipiition  to 
rvp»A  lier  tcnnv  relation  wiUi  tbiik  conntiy."  ll>id.,  p.  X>,  Tlu«  lut 
dedaiation  h«  earv  bimicW  to  thti  Muzican  amburador,  Almonte,  in  a 
.  loiter  of  Onumker  1 .  1S4S.  Ibid.,  p.  48. 
•Kiba,LXVI.p.l63. 
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answer  of  Ilia  own  agent  in  Tata8,diit*d  tlic2-tth  of  Septem- 
ber, to  hU  loUCfa  of  alarm,  mut>t  have  l>ecu  in  hie  h»aila 
already.  Murpby  mode  merry  over  Androwd'  project,'  but 
ho  hod  much  to  relate  of  oU  kinds  of  po«<>ible  and  iiupos^iUo 
ifpcralions,  by  means  of  wliich  Eaglnoid  was  cndeavuring  to 
acquire  T«\(ifi  from  Alcxico.  The  ministor  took  dcUghi  in 
patting  this  string  also  od  his  violin,  witboat,  however,  slup- 
ping  his  confident  fiddling  oalho  first.'  As  hv  wntild  notU 
convinced,  it  of  course  could  make  no  itnpreflBiou  on  hiiu,  thaii 
Lord  AbcrdcL-D  quCKtionod,  in  the  moat  dcdJcd  manner,  the 
Irutli  of  the  dif^dosun-M  which  tlie  Tumui  nnibikisador  in  Txit)> 
don  had  "authorized"  the  "private citizen"  from  Maryluud 
to  make.'  Lord  Aberdeen  greatly  erred  if  he  &uppt>acd  tlui 
he  could  deceive  this  piercing  mind  by  hU  mrxhi  of  cxprM- 
•ion.  That  the  Union  would  be  .strengthened  by  the  annex- 
ation was  uitijuestiouabltt,  and,  therefore,  tlw  interest  of  tlie 
civilized  world  evidently  demanded  tliat  slavery  in  Te:«ii 
elionid  be  pHPit-cUHl  ngninpt  the  plots  of  England.* 

tJpBhnrwiiHJoyfnlly  oontidenl  of  Jiaving  readied  the  gooli 

■""nis  ridictiloue  Itsasaotian  ptoyi-d  off  in  bmdon.'* 

*Miir[ihy ludadTisedhun:  "KujrnoUiiiiEahcQitalmVttan."  Aiidfnair 
other  loiter  ]i«  nidi  "  Do  not  offend  mir  Luiatical  breUmn  of  tho  Uflrtb. 
Ttlk  aboutcinJ  und  political  ood  rcli^ua  tUnrij.  Tlii*  will  lie  (onad  tit 
tatdt  \»ac  to  go  before  thu  world  with."  Saj,  Review  d  the  Mnban 
Wot.  p.  90. 

*£rOKttt  Ibc  ambawodor  ui  Losdoii,  3d  o(  Korcoibcr,  1343,  Lord  Abtr 
deen  had  aiMwared  to  lus  iDlrrpi>llatJoa:  "Tbat  Engixod  haA  I0B9  boa 
plcdK^J  (ocsGOuntec  tlir^  aboUtiAn  o(  the  %lat«  tnulo  aui  o(  klavety,  m  br  » 
her  influrDCH  KxtradK),  and  in  erery  prupcr  way,  but  hud  no  wish  to  islar 
fer« in  tbe internal cunixviu of  fonigagoTcmnw-uta.  .  .  .  ]nrvf*n>fM»U 
Teiw,  the  Hfrgistian  that  Enfclund  had  made  or  inlmdrd  to  tuak»  the 
abolition  of  slttvtTy  the  condttiou  of  any  treaty  omuigriBiitt  witii  burmi 
wholly  witbonl  (oiUHlation.  It  had  nem  b*vti  aibdrd  |n  iti  Ui«t  ovanco- 
lion."    S«ui.  Doc.  3Btti  Conpr..  Irt  Sm..  Vol.  V,  No.  Mi.  pp. :«.  38. 

*Upabur  to  Murphy,  Nnv-mbor  '21.  Isit;  "  [|  n  impoaifablolwtM 
wutcliful  or  too  diliK>-nt  in  n  niiUur  whitli  invoWoB  aDcfa  BiunwcitiiaR  cMi- 
■siuODeoi,  aoloaly  to  oar  counUy.  but  to  the  irinle  dviliUHl  wwU.    Tb 
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>r  be  bclieveO  Iiiui^tlf  enri!  ot  tli<i  rcquiiiito  mnjontjr  in  tlio 
seniitu,'  aad  ttc  oon»Klcrecl  lioaitation  on  the  partof  Texaairn* 
poa^xblc.  AikJj-ctwltat  WAS  supposed  tobeniitliinkablocame 
to  PASS.'  Now  tbut  »n  muclk  was  dding  in  the  White  Ilunso 
about  Texas,  Texas  begiui  to  show  reserve  Tliift  niidiicity  was 
BO  suqirifiing  that  the  secretary  of  atate  pei-raitle<l  himself  to 
be  carried  m  far  away  as  to  gtvu  utturancu  to  certain  uxprca- 
sions  which  afi'ordeii  an  intepeeting  couiineiilnry  to  tlie  un- 
selfieb  guod  will  wit!i  wliicli  the  United  States  had  ohtHTVod 
the  birth  of  thia  indepfciidcrit  republic,  tiiid  furui^hcd  a 
now  proof  UK  to  how  far  from  the  admiriiptrattoii  tlie  proee* 
cution  of  "  sectional  irilt;R'»ts  "  wua,  Ujishur  caused  iho 
Texans  to  I)d  warnoti  tbrou^li  Murphy  not  tu  tninsforin  the 
United  Status  into  Ihcir  bittoreet  enemv,  and  at  tlio  Mtme 
time  make  tlio  continuation  of  slavery  in  Texiis  impo^oihle.* 

new  wtiicb  this  gMwrament  tolces of  it  excludes  evc-rj-  H-ii  o(  tneit- •«• 
tional  inU-it<it.  We  n-g.vtA  it  ns  involvinirtfai'iu-uritynf  Ibefoulb.  oucl 
the  nti^iifT^li  aiiil  iirtMin-rity  i>f  rvetj  pait  of  tho  Uuion.  M-iiocn-ly  Ixilicv 
ing  tliut  tin?  unn>.'>KAtiiin  irf  IVxiv  W  tJi«  ITtiitMl  Stnle*  *:11  ►tnfiiijtlw"''  the 
bond*  ot  antvu  nmvntf  Qur»<.'lvt>;  fp\e  «i)COuraK0ment  nuil  MUt-t^nance  to 
our  narifratiug,  commercial  arid  luanufacturinif  intcn^ti;  iirtcut  &  foun- 
datiOD  for  liarm<}i)f  with  foitigo  coimtrie',  and  al-  H  m  pcwat  soetirily 
against  their  oggrenioiiB  in  cam  uf  wkt;  wi-  uik  o  i^  j  iln  n-  it,  aa  n  great 
bianngrto  crvry  part  of  our  country.  Wi'vuriiiiiliuiuapAlduiyottiectioa 
snUwpartofTeiaB."    Ibid.,  p.  41 

' "  Sleauum  have  bevn  talitm  toiwcmiun  tliR  opininnRanl  rictn  oEsCD- 
■fam  npcm  ilic  t  ul>jt-ct,  nuA  il  u  found  Ifcat  a.  cHeaa  coruliEiitional  majonlj 
of  tin>-thirtlK  are  lu  f^ror  of  the  mpuurc."    Ibid.,  p-  47 

*Up4bu7  to  Murphy,  .lanmiiy  16, 1«44:  "  You  ate  prolmWy  not  awnra 
tfaala  [iro{K«itioa  ku  bci'n  made  to  thn Texan  govcmrotnt  for  Uic  aunex- 
alion  ol  Ibo  country  to  the  United  Stub's.  This,  I  liikni  fnjni  (Im  I'vtaa 
ehaix^,  liaii  l»e«i  for  Uiu  prewutdecUurid,"  Sen.  IW..  Li-^Ui  l.'onifT,,  ]«i 
Sm..  ToL  V.  Ko.  »tt,  p.  43.  On  tbo  3d  of  Mar.  1^*-  CUlljoiiHinfoniied 
the  pcctidont  Uiat  nothing  writt«n  ooald  be  fonnd  oono?ming  Ihiai^uaJ, 
U  (he  di^artiiienL.    Ibid.,  p.  €3. 

' "  !tuit«ail  nf  bfing.  u  we  ought  to  be,  the  clo»e«l  fix-tids.  it  u  inerita- 
bk  w?  sliall  W-oiae  tbc  bilt^reat  fiya-  ...  If  T'-iiw  ■limild  not  b* 
ftltjuii'tl  toltie  Ciiit«d  StatcB.  shccannotTaainttiinlliutin^tuIwa  (vlaTeiy} 
tcnjcan,  aad  pfobably  not  half  thut  time."    loid.,  p.  Hi. 


631    JJlCI{£ON'S  jLD)IUCIST8AT10!r  —  AHVXXATIOX  DP  TBXA& 


Powibly  it  raiglit  now  perform  good  eervic*,  that  an  »w- 
ime  of  escape  had  been  left  open  for  aU  ca»ef>,  inaemneli  as 
care  ^vas  Ukento  liavea  pcrmaaoot  pretext  for  a  oontoet  with 
ilexieo.  Jay  eaye  that  the  subeequeot  rejection  vt  ibe  treaiy 
of  annexatiou  eti^^cete  thoeupposition  tbat  Upf^itiir  tiitd  kiiow- 
ing'lj  wished  to  deceive  the  Tcxans  oa  to  the  di£|>ositiiiii  o( 
the  bctiatc'  I  have  aot  been  able  to  convince  myself  o(  the 
corn^tucss  of  this  ooncLuaoo.  The  very  cour&o  which  the 
i^enate  allowed  iUcIf  now  against  Mexico  points  to  a  dispo- 
sition in  that  body  which  makes  that  error  of  tho  eccrelan' 
of  state  seem  easily  explainable. 

Wtiddy  Thompson  ItAd  sncceeded  io  dofiing  the  trea^  of 
tlie  ^Olli  of  ^November  contemplated  in  tlie  oonvention  of 
the  30lU  ol!  Jantmry,  1843l  His  widhes  were  acceded  to  iu 
every  point.  lie  had  yielded  only  in  one  point,  in  the  point 
that  titc  commission  shonld  meet  in  Mc:(ioo.  He  declared 
thid  request  of  ilexico  to  be  both  equitable  and  in  keeping 
with  tlie  sintc  of  aifiiirs;'  and  be^ideii,  ho  laid  etI'ei^3  on  the 
fuct  tliut  tlie  denial  of  t}ii3  concession  wonid  !«  the  rejection 
of  the  whole  troatj/    Spite  of  this,  it  pleased  the  ecnatote 

'  R«Tiew  of  the  Mexican  Wur,  p.  91. 

* "  1  iiicciUeded.  witb  dilHciilty.  in  obtalninif  vntf  rniliiMion  «)jAZ|i| 
been  Itutractcd  to  nit.  and  in  ««mo  poiata  more,  wiA  flu  lOiiAi^tiHpn 

of  die  plum  of  iu?i^lini{  at  tha  new  oonuotsnon.  wlucfa  I  affr>H>>I  ahouliltie 
M«:xIco  in«tf^  of  Wa»hinaios  ...  the  Uencna  pluniiwtoDtaahc* 
tiffiTeA  that  If  I  would  concede  to  them  tho  pobt  oE  tho  oomuuKaoa  nwp(- 
injf  iLt  Mcxiuo  that  1  au^hl  niuttc  the  aBtpiK,  to  Hhicb  I  at  aaof  oomM. 
I  could  not  HHC  (uiy  gnuX  importanoeu  totbepluocwbau  the  Odminuica 
met,  till!  iiilw  fspoQiall^  ai  iieaily  all  of  Ibe  nwa  dainis  which  aiaae  woe 
to  be  subtuitt'-d  to  thi*  (Oinmiiwinn  di'pMtded  upon  dnniintiitikr/ «vidcotf 
entixrlj.  ttii'l  iill  tJii-«-  ilocutiu;iit(i  wre  tit  tke  pubtic  attUtns  of  Ucxicn." 
W,  Tilixiiiiion,  Ii<H;i>lkfUoci»  o(  Mexico,  pp.  225,  '^6. 

*Ia  alo'.tf.TtD  Upabur.  liosuyi:  "Tho  MfxJcun  [■IfDiputeutioriit  aid 
that  the  liut  aimniiscaion  met  In  WiwIiiuifUin,  luid  thai  it  nsjf  tlteir  i^W 
to  iiwirt  thtit  Uiit  one  flioold  meet  in  Mioiea.  Tlie  ouly  njAj  tbu  1  eoM 
make  vai,  tbat  the  daims  prownted  to  tJiat  oommmion  wcrn  all  ussmI 
l&mcOk  And  tbOit  11OA1I7  all  tl>B  claiuiiuit<  cMidfid  ia  the  tTiuteU  SlAlotj  to 
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>ut  "'^Vii^liiagtoa"  ia  the  place  of  "Mexico.^  Heooe, 
irding  tu  Tlrampson'a  statemont,  we  may,  witk  the  beet 
E'Ka^uii,  assert,  lUat  tlie  scuate  did  not  wieh  to  |icrinit  the 
treaty  to  be  closed.  It  felt  a  repii(rna»ce  to  reject  it  directly, 
eince  Mexico  iiad  gnmled  everything  mnterial  which  had 
bccij  dciiiHtidnl  by  the  roprcscntative  of  the  United  States; 
but  it  Hmended  it  in  sach  a  manner  that  Xuxico  could  no 
lonf^r  accc])t  iU  It  CAuiiot  be  said  that  Lim  Mnslors  were 
wanting  in  foresight.  As  Mexico,  after  all,  probably  yielded 
in  relation  to  the  place,  they  contemplated  a  kIiU  fiirtlier 
change:  they  Btruck  out  tlie  stipiihttioit  in  accardance  with 
H  which  tlie  claime  for  damages  of  the  one  stnte  against  the 
Bottitir  wirtt!  to  bo  iinaily  decided  by  the  commiKion,  tjjnt  is, 
by  tl)o  arbitrator.    The  admit  list  ration  seems  to  have  entirely 

■ftgrccl  to  this  step  of  the  senate,  for  XJpshnr  expressed  hia 
aorrow  to  Tiiompsou  tlmt  a  "strictly  diplomatic'*  matter 
should  be  referred  to  a  judicial  tribiinal.    But  the  striking 
oat  of  this  clause  was  a  very  direct  breach  o£  the  treaty  of 
the  SOtb  of  January,  1S43,  eince  it  was  cxpi-cesly  stipulated 
in  the  latter  that  the  claims  of  the  "goveruments,"  eJ^o 
iufit  each  other,  should  b«  settled  by  the  new  convention. 
It  WAS  in  perfect  Imrmony  with  the  spirit  whieh  the  admin- 
UtratioQ'  and  tli<:  senate  had  luanifettied  in  tlil^  wlurlv  nuittcr 
at  Polk  did  not  LInsh  saheetjuently  to  charge  Mexico  with 
having  prevented  the  exeiratioQ  of  article  6  of  tlio  treaty  of 
^Jtlie  3Uth  of  January.' 

^BMA^MWdtd  that  thb  connniidai  will  abo  ba  dwtgail  witti  tho  tSsdaa 
^BHBi^^HBt mad  atizoEWOf  Uexico acsioat the  Uaib&il  States  amd 
that  thfy  conld  not  oancedc  thifl  point  I  tboagfat  thrn:  vaa  much  icaiOQ 
ta  th<nr  fli-'inAiuI;  ODcl,  m  tt  wu  mattccof  pucctilio,  uidiu  with  a  Span- 
lard  punctilio  i>  cvezyiinag,  I  ynut  wiUl  iMti»&»l  it  woulil  be  n  aire  ifiia  moit, 
aod  UiCKfarc  ;rielded  it,  in  coniiiilentiOR  af  tlieir  allowiiiit  too  to  nouM  tho 
■rtnter — amudi  wore  importaot  consudciation."  Jay,  Iteview  of  the 
Ueidcan  War.  p.  T7. 
'"la  Jaaiiocy,  lUi,  thi«  couTcatioa  vras  nUi£cd  brtbo  mum  of  tha 
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Conceniinj;  the  raoUvea  of  tlio  eenato  fur  ju  two  "  reftSMi- 
able''  iiinenduient»,  of  coarse,  noiiiing  definite  can  be  miA, 
and  it  may  be  prp^iimed  that  the  senators,  incHTidaallT,  mrt 
determined  by  difrvrenC  motives.  How  j^reat  the  obstacle 
wiis  which  M  ancxpoctedh-  chocked  Uie  ticgiiluitions  fi^r  an- 
nexation, the  senate  oonld  not  know.  It  might  be  thai  there 
were  verj-  few  seiuton,  who  enjored  in  &  peonliar  tnaniwr 
Ihe  contitl<-noe  of  the  administration,  inforoied  both  how  Ear 
the  etf-cntive  had  already  engaged  himwif,  and  tliat  the  oe- 
gotiatiort»  bad  now  come  to  a  threatenifls;  stAndstill. 

Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  England  and  France^  there  wh 
ao  armistice  l>etweeQ  Mexico  and  Texas,'  and  ne^toUatJoiu 
tending  to  a  formal  peace  bad  been  bc^an.*  T&vas  bad  tb* 
greatest  interest  in  ifaeir  euccees,  for  atthongh  ita  reocuH) 
\v  Mexico  had  become  exeecdinglr  improbable,  tliere  wi^ 
coniiidcring  the  continnftDCO  of  the  barbarott*  border  wivr^it 
carried  on.  no  weing  when  it  wonld  bo  able  to  work  itielf 
oat  of  its  monmfnl  condition.  The  great  mnjority  of  iti 
popalation  demanded  now,  as  ther  had  before,  inmt  implor- 
ingly, ineorporation  with  the  United  States,  but  the  gorcm- 
mcnt  wae  not  so  foolieh  and  eo-  incoDatder«te  as  to  tacrifioe 
all  llmt  had  been  already  gained  by  tbe  mediaCioD  of  tbc 
Earopcan  powers,  aad  would,  pre«nroably,  be  gaincti  ia  tlit 
ftitnre,  for  the  indefinite  hope  that  tho  Union  wotild  now 
finally  resolve  npon  ftanexatton.  Tan  Zaodt,  tl>d  Tcxaa 
eUatyi  tTafaireA,  in  Washington,  in  a  letter  of  ihi-  I7tb  of 
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Unit«d  SUtofc  nib  two  aa^^amla,  wfaiifc  wma  muOnUr 
m  their  dwHtn.    .    .    .    MnM  laa  tbw  iMaM  a  Moond  tint  tb» 
hah  ol  iRstM.  bf  fuhof  «  rrtimng  to  onjr  tato  cCact  (1m  mXUt  wtirii 
etihertnwaitiMtdSuaMtj.lSa."   If  rMign  of  Dee-  S.  ISML  Butam.'t 
lUa.  !Il.^l6!»i 
itt — ^•.  [-.J— tL-wft.._toi..  «.».iK  ia«    5aM.CXTL 

p.  S-1. 

•Ibcdoeaaaitvw  «Wk  lfa»  nlatiaD  »  Oe  taii  wfcwnlani 
fendt,  taite  ta  tb*  Saala  Dmu  ia  ran,  un.  T^  no  wn..  ta  I 
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Jniiiiarj,  1844,  called  Tr[)shar*s  attention  to  tlie  fopt  that  a 
>cy  ot  annexation  would  drive  Mexico  to  the  immediate 
niption  of  hogtilitioft,  and  that  it  wonld  bc&idce  ooet 
Texa»  tlie  frlGiKlsIiip  nf  tlie  medialiug  [Miwers.  He,  tlieits- 
fore,  oonfidenliftlly  inquired  whether,  in  case  tlie  propoaal 
for  Qtitiexatioii  were  accepted  by  the  Texan  exeentire,  tlie 
president  wonld,  even  hefore  Uie  ratification  ot  the  treaty, 
pmlect  Texas  by  a  sufficiently  powerful  land  and  mnritimo 
furce  against  all  attacks.*  Tliat  was  a  question  very  full 
of  meaning.  Dopri^-ed  of  its  diplomatic  clonk,  it  meant 
simply:  Is  the  president  ready, in  case  of  need,  to  castas 
a  burthen  on  the  TTnitod  States,  on  liis  own  responeibility, 
as  tlie  price  of  Texas,  the  war  of  Texas  agaiiifit  Mexico?  Up- 
iihnr  left  the  letter  unanKwereil:  he  had  not  the  courage  to 
say  yes,  and  a  uo  wouUl  itecessarily  have  driven  Texas  com- 
pletely into  tlio  arms  of  England. 

Murphy  was  made  of  luatorial  too  tough  to  permit  con. 
science,  nncnlled  for,  to  intermeddle  with  his  policy.  On 
the  14th  of  Febninry,  tlie  Texan  government  directed  to 
him  tlio  same  que-tlion  whicli  Van  Zamii  lisid  directed  to 

psbur, only  making  the  dcniands  more  precipe  and  poiuted,* 


r 

^P  * "  Should  Ihn  pnuditcnl  of  T^x.^  accede  to  tbe  propMiticn  of  atintxa- 
tioB.  would  the  prraid«>DLoF  Ihe  Vn'ttvA  StalM.  afti-r  Ih"  xiintmir  of  thfl 
t»hty,  tad  before  it  fthall  be  ntiil(>d  and  rE'(«iv'<  tb«  fiiinl  lution  of  the 
•  Otiier  br.incbes of  bolb  jrovmmciiU,  in  oweTraasslioulil  ilwirc  it. orwilh 
■  fcfr  enin'^t  ortW  roj'h  niimbei-  of  tho  itiUifnTy  and  n.ivnl  fwej*  of  Ihs 
TJiiitPil  States  to  sucli  necwmry  pointi  or  pImt^  tipon  t]:f  ti-iritoiT  or  Iwr- 
(hm  of  TritM  or  tho  OuU  of  Modooai  shall  hn  Buffidentto  protect  her 
afrninrt  foreign  affcrenion?" 

•"If.  thprefoTP.  Gen,  Murphrwil!,  on  Uip  jKirt  of  lii« (rOTPninn>nl.  ([t** 
aawinuiw*  to  llite  (hi»t  thf*  Unif?(^  StalM  ohnll  lunimf  Ih^  nltitndA  of  a 
defnnivc  nllyof  1'^1t}■.1l^^^lin^t  Mfxico  — titai  (he  Uuit^i  i^tittis  will  maia- 
Istn  a  ntivii!  tone  in  tlw  (iulf  of  Mciico,  subject  to  liia  ordt-m,  aWe  nircea* 
ftillj  to  oppose  the  niarn''  of  Mi^xico.  and  abo  a  diApcwalilo  foruc  on  our 
•utrm  and  nnrtlieonteni  frontier  of  five  htindim]  drox^Mn^.  uicli  oas 
Uununud  infantfj  at  aomfl  soulbcrn  stAtion  of  tbo  Umtcd  Statei^  wfacove 
rtfaey  may  be  convmieitUy  tranaportcd  to  ouriliorAt  in  the  ownt  of  neoer 
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aii<],  Rt  ttic  game  lime,  expreesing  the  ooovicUoa  tltot  \ha 
verr  fuct  uf  m-giitiatione  uitli  the  United  States  woaki,  «t 
iuelf,  load  to  a  new  l>re»cii  with  Mexico.  On  llio  very  Mtoe 
day,  Miirpliy  gave  the  wished  for  aesuraooes  in  the  most 
Uimling  form.'  Only  in  relation  to  the  donuuid  Uuit  the 
United  States  should  gnnrantee  the  independence  of  Tett* 
in  CMC  tlio  negotiations  fcU  tbrongh,  did  ho  declare  tluC  tke 
did  uot  knov  what  n^re  tlie  intentions  of  liis  goremmeoL 
IIo  gave  assiirnnee,  bowover,  Itiat  Texas  iiad,  in  no  eaie,  te 
fear  a  ha«ty  withdrawal  of  lite  prutacting  tnmps.*  This 
Bati»&d  the  Texnn  govenimont  also.  The  very  follovriog 
dav  (Febniwry  li)  it  informed  5Iiiri»Uy  that  J.  P.  Hen- 
derson would  be  sent  to  \Va.shing(oii  widi  unliinitod  po«« 
and  withuiit  deUy.  TIte  triumphant  dUpwttdi  by  which 
Murphy,  on  the  same  day,  infonned  Upalmr  uC  ibiit  fact 
siipplemtfou  the  pivviuu^  oorrespondeooe  iu  two  material 
poinu:  tlm  the  dcnuiads  of  Texa«  irvra  explained  by  il» 
oompleto  dcteDfiekssaoss,  and  that  tbcir  actaal  fulfilltoent 

wtT-  the  praaidtnt  wilt  ban  ao  hwrtaliiii  ia  Ibrthwilh  Apaki^iBfi  a  nif 
irter.  wilk  atnpte  powen,  la  Iha  gwaiuaut  al  tfca  Unted  Slala^  M 
toApenits  villi  otir  iniiiiiter  now  Utan  ai  aoBOtiattas  (or  Uw  aBnpmlWB 
of  IVxaa.  In  tb«  mtit  of  ft  ftHan  itf  Ik*  tawtjr  d  anaaaatiaa.  il  ii  alv 
mMBmarf  Ifaai  tha  connwiciil  tfaoaU  ban  aansMM  oc  gmtmaij  of  ib 
wdiv»mitan  br  tbs  Uated  Stabs." 

■  -'Sff:  I  luve  ao  hrwinboa  m  Jtciinnt,  on  the  port  «f  say  c«TO»- 
•«ot,thalacilber  yew»  far  aaroliwr  power  w>a  tMpm&iltMi  Uiaiailr 
TacM  0R  aasoat  «(  aagr  aaiataatiaB  vUdi  suj-  take  plaee  in  iiiitina  k 
aayaoltwimaawhieib  TWaa  is  oc  aar  be  tnvitDil  tv  tfaa  Cattad  SMm 
laanatiafB.  Ikat  iIm  DaiUd  Stataa,  harnff  tnitad  ibal  atcatiatta.  wB 
W  a  gowBBt;  of  tbdx  bsaoc  that  M  flva  ibiU  cndt  ts  Tms  iMia  asnqiC- 
ii«  It*  ■BvilatiaK.aBd  thai  aidnvasaw  will  be  immadialcjy  tataa  Iff 
tte  Pt^lBd  Stela  fen  pneo*  tha  writ  jmt  mkb  to  aabenvle  Cran  Aai 


•-HxthmfcteeH^Mi 

blOl  U  aC  ih  aiiMi  a 

oakywrvtllbaRfiali 
iMaaaJalcMaC 


;Hr-ioM*lkataM(MK 
nv  BwimtoctaOBi  evaa  if  um  ndfontaa 

I  to  aa  afeml  tM  Ail 
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a]t|>onrcd  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  beginning  of  tlio 
negotiatioHB.'  Althoiii^h  tlio  ambassiwlup  admitted  tliat  lie 
hftd  taken  ft  "great  rpspttnsibllilj"  on  liimiietf,  lie  WlleveJ 
tlut  lie  vn\&  hMo  tx)  bear  a  still  greater  one.  On  tbe  Idtb  of 
Fel>riiftrv,  lie  tent  Lieut.  J.  A.  PavJR,  the  cnminander  of  tlie 
,United  Stute*  Kcliouner  "Flirt,''  llie  "eearet  ui-der"  to  go  to 
era  Criiz  witliutit  delay,  ant]  to  reinnin  tbere  wllb  bis  ship 
until  lie  had  made  euro  wlicthcr  nn  cx|>oditioii  ^rnin&t  Toxaa 
was  (v>n  loin  plated.  lie  was  to  lot  the  United  Stales  men-of- 
vrar  \rliicli  might  be  there  know  that  tlieir  presence  on  the 
route  between  the  Giilt  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Galveston  was 
"very  neoessnrj;"  that  "fiooo,  ...  in  all  pruUibility," 
tbcy  would  receive  orrJers  to  this  effect,  if  suck  orders  had 
not  already  rwielied  them;  and  tlmt  tlie  United  Slates  fleet 
would  "Iw  ifiijuirud  to  previMit"  a  put-^iblu  iiU!i.-iioii  of 
Texaa.  la  the  letter  of  the  2i^l  of  Febmnry,  in  which  he 
notilied  Upidiur  of  this  new  Btep,  be  expretised  the  utniMt 
confidence,  nut  only  tlial  bo  would  s(?e  it  approved,  but  also 
that  ho  would  see  an  order  issued  for  the  vending  of  a 
larger  fleet  to  tlie  gulf.  He  Ii0|)ed  tlmt  t)io  land  troops, 
which  wore  to  bo  pobted  on  tlio  boi-dor,  would  be  pbiced 
at  his  discretion.  All  those  BlepK  were  to  be  jii);ritiedi 
Hceordin^  to  liis  proposition,  by  the  claim  that  F.nj^land 
and  the  United  States  were  obligated  to  pmtect  Texas  — 
if  nocp*«Bry,  eron  by  force  —  against  a  breach  of  the  nrmia- 
ttce;  since  it  bad  proclaimed  it  because  induced  to  do  so  by 

'"BatinanoncJi  lu  .  ,  .  it  b  doiu  t«  Ibo  preoidvtit  of  Tvxoa  .  .  . 
tbo  pmidtmt  of  Mexico  will  instantl;  commence  ui^tire  liOHtJIittes 
:Tc)iiu>,  which  Tejua  in  whnlly  iini>n)(iiin.M),  by  «^  or  land,  to  leaiat, 
itianniLinitooJ  Uiiklthe  (,'oveniruent  of  the  Unitvd  State*,  bavins  invit«il 
Tbxm  to  thin  nocotintioi],  wilt  at  oace.  and  biiorv  any  negotiation  !■  Mton 
foot,  pUne  a  auQiden^  naval  fon»  in  the  gxUf  to  protect  Uio  cowt  i>f  Texan, 
and  liolil  a  nilBdunt  forac  of  cnvEdry,  or  other  tlvwriptlon  of  iiu>tint«i) 
tioopa.  on  UU)  lOuUivrcjtcni  tionlAr  ot  die  TJiiitei]  Slubm,  in  n-nuiincM  to 
protoct  or  aid  ia  tfae  jnolcctJoa  ot  Ttzaa,  pcodit^  tli«  propimd  iMgoUoUos 
tscanDeuUian." 
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the  two  powers  named.'  Even  ComnKxlore  Janes  woold 
hare  been  able  to  Icarn  many  principles  of  the  law  of  uadoiu, 
which  might  bare  Imxu  tnrnixl  to  very  great  ndT.-LDtagi^iraia 
tliis  skillful  diplomat. 

Murpb^  had  closed  his  letter  of  the  32d  of  Fofanurr 
with  an  urgent  admonition  ti>  make  huala'  There  waB.ui- 
deed,  no  time  to  lose  On  the  same  dajr  on  which  the  tend* 
tug  of  Ilundcr^n  to  Wafihiiigton  xns  resolved  opoo,  the 
Mexican  and  Texan  cotnaiisMonere  in  Sabinas  had  closed  a 
formal  armistice,  which  contemplated  a  peaceable  seUle- 
mcnt  nntil  the  Utof  May,  1S44.  T!»e  Texan  go^-emnieiit 
refused  lo  rntify  ttii»  convention.  Van  yl^ndt  stid  Honder- 
son,  in  R  letter  to  Calhoun,  siib««qnentljr,  gA^o  <i>  >  111  ton 
for  this,  that  Texas  wu  d«e«rihed  in  it  as  n  ''departtnenL"* 

* "  Xva  mil  pn«eite  it  to  be  osr  opinion  that  tb«  apptanuifl"  of  aa  int- 
pofinff  forv  in  tht^  pilf  will  dttedt  aitj  nKmnunt  of  Uciim  igidort  Teoi, 
Bad  it  will  be  far  b^er  to  AeA  a  noTCtnat  ol  liMlilUf  Uum  lo  oppuc 
ib  eren  ■acncwrfally.  nftrr  it  has  eaond.  Thi<  Srrf  chedt  ia  ncA  an  act  of 
opm  war.  The  •rconil  t«.  BmkIb*,  w«  on  aUfgv  UuU  the  {wndawatkn 
URird  Ijir  Ha  Ttfiaa  ff^runiracot  of  a  cftaaticn  of  boati^JUoa,  witiwol  limil 
of  time,  hanng  been  ioduoed,  as  undrntood.  \tf  the  awJiatioR  oI  Eajiiud 
BBil  U)e  United  Slttto,  boHi  an  boond  in  good  Aiith  to  take  ctn  tiial  bo 
TJototioB  of  Una  procknatioa  be  made  by  cithar  party  wtttiont  thspawnoa* 
DoliM  irqnirvd  by  lawi  ol  dbIiobs,  aa  wad  a>  by  tbe  r>ndp^  at  jwlte 
and  ooamoa  tamt.  So  ladi  aolioe  hoi  Wa  cmn  by  iSjsdea  to  Turn, 
nnd  aom  it  it  gma,  both  England  and  the  TTuitcd  States  ar*  hotai  a 
irAod  fAitb  tonfutaoynddrainraaonof  Tsiaaby  X^xioOi  Ofiftoaurf  <«M 

BOCT?  to  fCCVfm 

■"Ditpatch  win ■wme a peMwaUa acyMtioB t4 thia alnufct iowhaiMt 
eonntiy.  Dday  Mmg  banc  o»  a  war  immcjiady  npntfrn  in  Uood  tti 
ticaaan.andi«nbiatb*laMoC  aUMXisfatto  bejrainod." 

■Ktlei,  LJCTl,  p.  3SS.  The  Sabinas  coDVvatioti  spdatMt  in  (nil,  iUd., 
pp.W*.in.  Art.lR*di:  "WUkthBBetDtiatkna  anbeiiiiranMiM 
ia^  capital  of  (ho  ic^blie  nefpnttaff  tb*  padSwtioa  of  tba  dofaifr 
nent  d  Tkoa,  and  wUdi  ahall  ba  aUogcther  ogodadad  by  tfaa  bid 
May,  1^44,  then  aball  be  an  anniitioe  between  Mcxmo  and  Tcxaa,  wtocti 
riuUaalrbcpnitaniediaawe  tb«gie  taay  be  a  pE«babtlilr  of  tmniaa^ 
Ifae  aftM  fKiOcaUy." 


« 
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Thia  waa,  certainlj?,  a  justifiable  criticUm  of  great  import- 
ance. But,  as  t)ie  Euit)|ie:m  {xiwers,  in  llieir  xvliolo  tnedla- 
tioD,  liad  Ktartod  out  wUU  the  aasimiption,  ihnt  l^exico 
wodM  liave  to  recognize  llio  Jii(lE!|xindcDCo  of  Texiut,  it  was 
not  hartl  to  look  upon  the  uhjecllotiablo  exprcssiou  na  tlio 
emanation  of  fuoH^b  Spanish  pride.  IJtit  Tvxae^  tts  vcLave 
seen,  was  not  iu  a  situation  to  jeopardize  the  evacuee  For  the 
of  the  appeiiraitce.  Tho  aaeertion  is  thui-efuro  var- 
1,  that  it  would,  with  Uu>  aeeiatanoe  of  England,  hare 
ivuTcd  1o  Bct  lutidc  or  to  erade  tliis  diAiciiity  in  <mio  wa/ 
or  onotliei-,  if,  in  the  mcaDtime,  it  had  not  rcccivwl  Mur 
phy's  proniiaett,  whicli    MWtiicd  to  leare  no   nioro  ground 

,  wbaterer  for  any  fear  of  a  lii-each  with  Mexico. 

I  What  ioflucnoe  was  the  catasti-ophe  on  hoard  the  Piinoe- 
tou  on  the  2St!i  of  Febnuiry  deetincJ  to  exercise  on  t!io  fato 
of  theMt  expectations!  Bnring  thcintcriegniiiii  in  the  state 
department,  after  Upshur'a  death,  an  intcrregnnni  whicli 
lasted  about  a  month,  there  «*&«  much  less  thoroiig^i-goii^ 
i5ucrg;y  atill,  in  tlie  Marphj  seiute,  to  be  found  in  ctie  ^VllUe 
House.  John  Nelson,  who,  until  CnUioun  a^umed  the  oflico, 
carried  on  ito  husiiiees,  sent  SJiirphj',  on  the  11th  of  March, 
an  answer  lo  his  <iiRpittcIi  of  the  22d  of  Febriiary,  wliich 

^eutircly  Uiiuippointed  tiiu  ealeulutioiis  which  haiJ  beeu  bo 
liody  inaile  by  himself  and  tlie  Texan  gwvei-nment.  The 
atnUissador  was,  indeed,  credited  with  having,  on  the  whole, 
riglitl/  divined  the  manner  in  which  the  great  question 
fthould  be  treated,  but,  m  regards  tho  definite  obligations 
whioh  he  had  assumed  in  the  name  of  the  govermuent,  he 
was  rouudly  disttvowcd.  Tho  reason  for  thiA  wns  v-ery  fotxa- 
bio:  llio  conatitntional  want  of  power  iu  the  president  to 
dIoj  armed  forco  agaiuat  a  stAtc  with  which  the  Union 
at  peace.  To  Murphy  and  the  Te^taas,  however,  llie 
ilation  was  left,  that  tlie  president  was  not  "india. 
poead"  to  ntake  the  desired  disposition  of  the  troops  in 
41 


849   JACKBTOt'B  A»mSISTRATTOn  —  AJWHULTIOK  Of  TEXAS. 

order  tlmt  they  might  bo  able  to  protect  Texas  at  tbe  "  prop- 
er tirna"* 

When  Oalhonn,  at  the  cm!  of  ACarch^  becamo  tbo  hood  of 
the  rabinot,  tbo  (jucstion  of  nnnexntion  ituniediateljr  took  a 
new  turn.  Jnckson'a  letter  of  tlio  12tb  of  Fobrmuy,  1348, 
to  A.  V.  Bmvm,  wae  publisliod  in  tliu  Rlchtiiond  Ettqiiinr 
on  the  22(1  nf  March,  and  dated  1844.  It  ia  not  possibto  to 
Mjr  wlietlitT  thi-iwas  nn  intentional  or  an  anintentional orer- 
■iglit,  Tlie  itnprossion,  however,  whicb  the  letter,  m  coo*^ 
qnencc  of  tin's,  iniide  on  the  masses  was  a  nittcb  more  power- 
fol  one,  and  was  not  much  mndifiod  by  the  siibsvqaeat 
correction  of  tbe  mlBtnJie.  Public  opinion  was  in  tJie  bcrt 
of  mood?  to  allow  it'^elf  to  l>e  placed  in  the  dosirod  eti&te  of 
intoxication  by  the  dcclnrantion  of  the  politicians.  Tlio  rep- 
rescntrttivcB  of  Texas  in  "Washington  only  did  not  allow  tbem- 
Belves  to  Ih)  led  by  anything  out  of  tbe:r  condition  of  calcti- 
lattng:  sobriety.  All  Cathonn's  general  promises,  after  tbo 
munucr  of  the  Kelson  letter,  remained  entirely  witboat  effect. 
Van  Zaadt  and  Heudereon  stood  by  tbcir  doolaration  thkt 

'  "  Knteraliningr  tbeeo  Tieira,  the  prMidnnt  in  cntiSnl  to  (icrariTe,  m  Uie 
oouna  you  buvD  puimed  in  your  iaterooono  tdtli  ibe  autliontiM  of  Tent. 
tJie  cviJenctM  of  a  coidinl  cotixnttdoa  ia  Uua  iti*r«lini^  olyecl  d  bii 
polifj;  but  inntnicU  me  to  mj,  tlint  whiLit  approrin^  tlw  genenlteo* 
and  trnor  of  Ltuit  inU.-rcoiinii>,  he  rrgn^  to  psivrtm  in  tbe  pli.tlg«  Biv*^ 
Vryoii  in  your  communication  to  the  Hon.  .Aiinoa  JuDtv  of  tba  l4Jli  of 
February,  thut  you  ham  BuSere*!  your  icttl  to  dm;  yoa.  bejrond  the  Iia«  •! 
jDuc  iiufjuctiaDS,  niid  to  conmiJt  (he  [indilent  to  mcaaum  for  which  b 
hai  no  conititiitioniJ  autiioriljr  to  Btipolate. 

"Th9  cmpIorauDt  of  the  umyotnatj  agabuta  foreign  power  wi(b 
which  tha  Unit«d  StntM  ore  at  prntoe.  ia  net  witkin  the  compttaner  «f  lla 
pre*td«Dt;  and  whilit  heiindt  indiipctcd.  u  ftueacnraof  pcndentpr*' 
caution  and  as  pnUmtDiuy  to  tJic  propoHd  negotulion.  to  oononitnt*  k 
tlic  Gulf  of  Mi^m,  uid  on  the  amitbem  bordot  of  ti»o  Utuied  8t«lH>  * 
naval  and  militair  {oro*  U>  be  dized«d  to  tbe  dchwoa  of  Qm  t^iH"'*'^ 
and  u-rrilory  oE  Texiu.  at  a  proper  thne,  he  nuuwt  paraiit  Um  authflfiliM 
of  that  p)7CTnmi>ntoT  jooncif  to  latwr  anderthenuaappcebeMDaaUMtk 
baa  power  to  employ  them  at  tha  period  iadioaied  bf  joiii  "Uptifff*  " 
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t]ic7  conl  ]  not.  agree  lo  anything  antil  tliej  had  a  written, 
binding  promise.  Calhomi  fiiiully  yielded  witli  alieavy  bearL 
On  tlie  nth  of  April  he  wrate  lo  tho  two  pknipotootaariea, 
that  au  order  h»d  l>eei)  isaiicd  to  couceiitratc  a  powerful 
eqtmdrou  Jn  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  to  bring  trooi)8  togetJicr 
on  tlic  sonthwusttrn  frontier  to  "  iiitct  auy  cincrgcncj,''  Tlia 
only  object  he  attained  was  that  it  woa  permitted  liim  to 
evade  llio  grciiteet  difliuiilty  by  one  word  which  loft  a  poeei- 
bility  o|x;ii  (o  him,  not,  indeed,  to  justify  the  action  of  the 
admliiietratiui),but,  notwilU^landin^,  Co  defend  It  by  dialoctie 
fiiibtilties.  Tlie  president,  tlirough  Calhonn^  declared  it  to 
bo  Ills  duty  to  protect  Texas  again&t  an  iovosion  by  all  con- 
stitational  means  eo  long  as  tho  treaty  of  annexation  was 
pending.'     The  treaty  was  signed  on  the  following  day.* 

Ten  days  ©lapsed  before  the  treaty  was  eont  to  the  eonate  to 
be  ratitied.  Considering  the  imjxatient  haate  with  whicii  CaU 
boan  pushed  it  to  »  oondusion,  this  must  bare  been  siirpriB- 
ing.  Benton'  ecclis  the  explanation  of  this  in  the  intrigues 
carried  on  in  relation  to  the  Baltimore  nominating  oonren- 
tion  in  connoction  with  tbe  question  of  annexation.  It  la 
«aid  especially  that  an  article  in  the  Globf,  art^ning  in  farar 
of  annexation  with  fiery  zeal,  oaiifed  great  consternation 
among  tliu  on  nexatioDist«  opposed  to  Van  Burcn,  bccAnse  the 


* "  I  am  directed  bjr  the  preaidcnt  to  ta.y  that  Vat  nKnixaj  of  tbu  axtj 
baa  bo>.'ii  iustiuctad  to  onlur  a  itiong  nuval  fon»  to  conwnttato  in  the  Onlf 
f4  Mexico  to  meet  aay  eraers^nc}' ;  and  that  aimilAx  oitlrm  have  bcm  maeA 
hy  tlio  seontnrjr  (if  «iir  Xo  move  tli»  diBpanLble  forcoi  on  our  nontbwMtera 
hmtjer  for  tbo  mmn  pnrpom.  Shvnld  tho  (>siscncy  arise  to  irhicb  ytn 
lefer  in  jrrnir  noto  (o  Mr.  Upahnr.  [  am  Intthpr  diTPct«d  by  the  presidost  to 
mj  tbdl,  (lurioK  the  pendoo^  of  the  htBtjr  of  aancxation,  he  would  dson 
II  lus  duty  to  Dae  all  the  means  placed  within  hij  power  b;  the  ooutitaUn 
to  prolMit  Ti^iu  fnm  all  fotvign  inrBsiop." 

•The  (uli  text  of  tlie  tieaty  ii-  rnDtcd  in  Calh-'s  Worb.  V.  pp.  822-327; 
NiW.  LXVI.  pp.  149,  lU).  Kttdin  many  other  plactt. 

■'Riirty  Ymm'  Vw«,  ]  1.  pp.  5«8  ««i. 
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pnblislicr,  BUIr,  vaa  on  intimate  teruia  with  Van  Banta, 
vrlmm  own  declaration  on  his  attitnde  to^ra^l9  thii  qocstioii 
had  not  lieeti  jet  mode  public  Tliitf  iiicidoiit,  it  was  end, 
WW  tlie  occasion  of  ChUioud's  c»rrcspondenoe  with  Paefcan- 
hftin,  tlic  representative  of  Englatiil  in  Washingt<m.  On  acs- 
count  of  llie  correspondence,  the  treaty  lay  tea  dara  id  tha 
desk  of  the  «ecrctarr  of  state;  for  it  yna  carried  oa  ool/  (or 
the  pnrpoee  of  being  able  to  lay  acoj^  of  it  before  the  eeo- 
ato  eimultaneouslv  with  the  treaty. 

Leaving  tlie  two  ollc^jcations  of  the  laat  sentence  ont  of 
ooosidvration,  the  view  ia  evident];  iuoorrccL  Benton  reliei 
mainly  on  ttiie,  that  it  was  a  diepatiJi'  of  Lord  Abordceo  ol 
the  ititli  of  December,  ld43,  which  Calhoun's  first  Jetler  I* 
l^ackcuhftm  anawcred.  it  i«  etay  to  explain,  bowerer,  vhj 
the  rvplr  to  the  prorooation  was  dc1nTt.-d  «o  long.  6«otoa 
himself  mentions  that  Packenhani  did  not  tnuumit  a  eopj 
of  Aberdoon's  letter  nntil  the  36th  of  Febrnary.  Two  daj9 
after  this,  Uphsitr  died,  and  >'eUon's  proFiaional  term  hinted 
until  the  end  of  llarcb.  CtLllioiin,  therefore,  ddiLTeJ  tlie  aa- 
Bwer  only  abont  three  weeks,  and  its  contcats  ovidcotlv  made 
it  impofeiUe  for  turn  to  communicate  it  before  tlie  oondiuioo 
of  the  trea^  of  amwxatioi). 

Uore  important  is  die  coloring  wltich  Benton,  with  a  tat- 
tain  purpose  and  against  hi«  better  knowledge,  gives  to  his 
r>ycsentatioa  of  the  niaterial  coDtcots  of  the  eotreepoodnwe. 
Ho  woald  make  tlie  reader  belierc  that  Abetdeen  had,  tiA- 
oonditionally.  repelled  the  iosinnation  tJtat  England  had 
wished  to  prciumo  to  exercise  an  influenee  on  the  Uiutiil 
Statca  or  TejukS,  in  any  form,  in  nlation  tu  the  sUrery  qoM- 
tion.  It  was  pare  awkwatdiMsa  in  the  iio1>l«  lord  to  han 
added,  in  this  connootioa,  an  entirety  objeollees  afastiact  dec- 
tarat)oaeone«nungEng!aad'«attitiKkto«Brd«aIarery.  IW 
blnnder,  CkUwvn,  it  was  said,  toiXMd  to  aecoont  by  dwvJlla^ 
with  all  his  power,  ou  the  absttBotfoo,  which  had  oothisg  to 


BUOITQIIAJl^a   ISTEBPELLATIOK. 


84S 


do  n-itli  the  matter,  and  leaving  the  real  qQcstion  eiiUrelj 
nncon»)dcrod.' 

But  such  mis  uoE,  b}*  any  means,  Uio  state  of  ike  affair. 
Tnic,  tlic  ftiinexationUU  looked  at  ercry  thing  (hat  England 
did  for  tlie  »lio1ition  of  alnrery  in  Te.\na  through  aii  iio- 
meiiae  magnifying  glass;  but  that  England  did  nothing  for 
the  abolitioQ  of  etas'ciy,  and  that  ehe  confined  hereclE  cn- 
tiroly  to  fruiclesa  philatithropie  wiehea,  U  not  true.  Lorj 
Brougham  hod,  in  an  interpellation  of  the  18th  of  Angnst, 
1843,  OH  the  relations  to  Testis,  exprci?scd  the  wish  that  Eng- 
land might  do  all  in  her  {Ktwer  to  effect  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  Texas,  in  a  very  emphatic  manucr.  He,  at  tlie 
same  time,  pointed  oat  that  the  recognition  of  its  independ- 
ence by  Mexico  might  ho  ufcd  as  a  lever,  and  pointedly  re- 
marked that  the  abolition  of  slavery  Id  Xc^ns  ^ould  liece»- 
sarity  lead  lUUiuntely  to  iu  abolitloa  io  tlie  United  States 


i 


'  "  It  EO  happeaed  that  Loud  Abenleen  —  after  the  f ullcit  contntdictios 
the  imputed  dengn.  and  th«  Htrotii^  amiraacM  of  DOD-int«dereiiM 
itli  aiiy  ulnm}-  piilic)-  <.'ithi-r  of  the  TTniied  States  or  of  Texiu  —  dii  not 
■top  tbeie;  btit,  tik«  man;  aUa  m«n  vbo  an  not  fuD;  awan^  of  tbc  vtitM 
«f  Ktopping  when  thvy  are  done,  went  on  to  add  wiu'-tbiax  mote,  oC  no 
DeccMiu^  connrction  or  pncUcol  appl:ciitt«n  to  thu  autijiwt— a  mm?  gea- 
pral  ftlwtxuct  dediiration  on  the  *iit>j«t  of  tJaveryi  og  wlikb  Mi.  Cftibovo 
tooh  pcnition,  anil  rrreteJ  a  ■upentructuro  of  alonn  wliidi  did  mors  to  em- 
b«nm  tlie  oppanenta  of  tht  trcntf  ord  Io  infliuuB  the  ooanlry  Uioa  uU 
4lber  inuttcn  put  toftc-thtt.  lltU  coiue  for  tliia  new  alonn  wiu  found  in 
tho  inperfluoua  declaration  '  tluit  Gr-at  Bhlnia  desires,  and  is  coBktunUjr 
exerting  heuMJf  to  procure  thu  (ittncnd  nbolition  of  lUTcry  tlirotigliout  the 
world.*  Tbisgnunal  dcclvotioii,  altliouuli  preceded  iumI  followed  by  reib* 
ernted  awiranca*  of  n»n-int«rfer#Rcfi  with  itlavcrv  in  tlio  United  fitalM, 
and  no  deain  for  any  domiiiBnt  iDfluence  in  Texan,  vero  Kind  upon  a>  im 
Opm  avowal  of  a  ijUntfa  1«  nLioli>>li  davi^ry  ttTcrywlioiv.  Tbaa  untnuuw 
wcxc  bU  dinvgurdod.  Ov  •ecRtotr  tjatoblbhed  liiiiwelf  apoa  the  naked 
dedaratioa.  itiipped  of  all  qnaliftcatioos  and  dpiiiala.  Ha  uw  in  thMii  thtt 
meant  of  mahinfc  to  a  northern  man  [Mr.  Von  Boniii]  jnat  aa  p«nloM  Um 
ioppoii  ■■  the  opposition  of  immnliolc  itnnexatioa."    Thirfy  Yean'  Vtvwa 
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ilso."  Lord  Al>crdccti  bad  rotuaed,  in  Ui«  answer,  to  enter 
into  details,  in  aii}'  manner,  bnt  be  liad  giron  Uio  general 
ftsHnrancc  tliat  tlic  govcmracnt  was  doing,  and  wonld  do, 
evcrvtliing  to  ftilfill  the  wisliea  expreftsed.'  WHieo  Evcnrlt 
interpelled  liim  on  (he  enbject,  by  order  of  bis  government, 
he  dctcrniinwHy  rcpollwl  onl/  the  auppoaition  that  En^lAfxl 
intended  tooperate  til  rough  Texas  indirectly  agjunstlbCblBrc- 
bolding  interest  in  the  Uoion.'    Whetber  liIs  decUraliOii 

■ "  Thia  madn  him  irrcsiriiblf  nnxioin  for  tliQ  aboUtiOD  Of  ilawiT  i> 
Texas;  for  if  it  were  afcoliebcd  tbtir,  not  only  would  tbat  «»mtiy  b«  cotb- 
T&tecl  by  fn<e  anil  vbite  labor,  but  il  would  put  a  stop  to  th*  bobit  d 
bleeding  slave*  lor  the  Texan  market;  the  «in'«iiu''wy'  woull  I*  tktt 
tti^jr  would  solve  this  gnat  qoMtion  in  tbe  hi«tiirT  of  Oie  TTnitpd  (itiilcs. 
for  it  TQuet  alliiimt«l;  ond  in  the  abolition  o(  «bivin?  in  Ampiicn-  He 
therefore  looked  forwwd  niCKt  uxiouHlj  to  the  abolition  of  ■Umf  u 
Texax,  as  he  wzs  convinced  that  it  would  ullin]at4'ly  end  in  tbe  fcboiitkai  ol 
■Uvery  throughout  the  wholr>  of  AmehOL  He  kaem  that  the  Teoaa  waaU 
do  miicli.  lu  rfsurded  lliR  iLboUtion  of  slavery,  if  Uenco  coald  be  indwed 
lo  rooo^niiw  tlieir  indeiM-ndonw.  If.  thereEotv,  by  our  good  offins.  «• 
oouid  gsl  tii«  Mexiuui  ^vvtuuueiit  to  ackuowlodgo  the  iudtfiMiulvMw  ot 
reiao.  he  wooM  aoesest  a  hope  it  nugbt  temtnate  in  tbo  abolitiai  o( 
•Larcry  in  Tuaa,  and  olUtnatoiy  tho  «hol«  «f  the  «onth«ra  tbiUa  tt 
Aninioa.  ...  Bo  tru»t«d  that  tho  goremiiuot  would  nut  loaeauT 
opportanily  of  pcvniii;  Uie  sulijoct.  wlicnevi>r  thpy  could  do  to  with  a  bop* 
or{?of]ru<:(%i»."  Upchur  to  Everett,  September -2-':!,  1943,  after  Uia  report 
of  llie  London  '■Moniiiiii  Chronk-ln,"    Nilea,  LiXVI.  p.  107. 

* "  lie  traf!  eoK  that  he  ne«d  hardly  my  that  do  mm  was  tnon  anaiMs 
tliaa  himH?U  to  see  the  abolition  of  slavAiy  in  T€xat:  aad  It  ba  eoold  nt 
eoinent  to  produce  pnpon,  or  to  give  farther  tofomutMo,  it  did  not  amc 
&oia  iiadiETcienct:.  but  from  quite  a  cootnuy  tvnsoo.  .  .  .  Bat  ho  cnalil 
tman  hit  noblu  friend  that  by  means  of  ur^n;  the  negotintkiitt,  as  ««U 
■e  byeveiyoQiermsaniinthcirpoweribcrmi^Ly'a  misistaa  wobU  pi^ 
tbb  matter."    Ic 

■  ErcTGtt  lo  Upshtir,  November  3,  l£43;  "  I  6lxemd  that  it  (Iba  diar 
loifuo  l>:t«c«n  him  and  Ikoogfaam]  woa  capable  of  being  intnpnttd  u  t 
decUntUou  on  his  pait  that  bet  migeel^'a  sovenwMnt  irtra  mgtgoS  » 
acgQtiatiouawith  Uexico  for  the  abt^ition  of  slavety  in  Texas,  not  so  inaih 
tor  the  sake  of  cBtclhis  that  oliiwt  in  Taasasmthe  Uniud  SlalM.  Ufd 
Alwrdeen  said  that  Lord  Itrou({ham,  in  nvowiug  bis  oatire  Hstisfaclkxi  wtlfa 
his  fliord  Abenleeu'sJ  expUnalioo,  could  only  have  refetred  lo  Iba  laaltac 
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Uimt  tlie  TTiiited  States  luul  not  tbe  slightest  cause  for  dia- 
quietude  wns  u(  aii^  value  dupendEni,  of  courtie^  oii  Uio  quea> 
tiou,  bow  Miugitive  the  «lav«-holdiiig  iuiere&t  was  cousidered; 
Aiid,  on  this  question,  tlie  lord  and  tho  alave-UoIdcrs  bcid  very 
<lifferei)t  opinions. 

An  oml  Nvit»ei;s  bad  told  the  representative  of  Texas  in 
London  that  llie  deputation  of  an  aboUtioui&t  meeting  Lad 
been  promised  by  Lord  Aberdeen  that  tko  intopc&t  of  a  loan 
vrliiuh.acooi-dingtoAndrews'fi  plan,  WHS  to  be  tiiken  in  belialf 
of  tbc  alwlitiun  uf  slavery  lu  Texas,  would  be  guaranteed. 
Thii  aMei'tion  falU  to  the  ground  in  view  of  tlie  ex])re83  deo- 
laratioD  of  tbe  niinietor  tbat  he  bad  not  given  the  propoei- 
tion  tlie  least  caoonragoment.'  Just  as  untenable  arc  all  tba 
aeaertions  to  the  effect  that  England  had  made  tliorecognitioa 
of  the  independence  of  Texas,  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  depend- 
ent on  the  abtilition  of  slavery;  and  tlie  administration  ia 
^ftsbiDgton  was  itifortnedof  tbis  by  a  disjMttch  of  its  ambos- 
flodor  of  the  3d  of  Korcmbcr.  England'^  action  in  this 
([uestion  was  confined  to  tho  rvcommeadation  made  to  Mcx- 
ico,*  to  employ  the  recognition  of  Texaa'  independence  — od 
which  it  ehonld  be  determined  under  all  cipcumstanccs —  to 
indtioe  Texas  to  abolisli  slavery.    Kni^land,  therefore,  did  not 

wbidi  wiu  the  direct  otywt  of  inquiijr,  vii:  Tbe  negotiatioDs  w-iUi  Stexioo 
for  the  rcoOKiiitioQ  o(  the  iadepi-ndeiiH:  of  Tcxu,  luitl  Uie  eiLmnt  hope 
that  the  ilwlilitm  of  aluvr-ry  iniffht  be  <^ixCj:cl  \>y  iciicli  an  arraDgcciiCDt} 
,  .  .  tliut  1  rni^ht  be  petfeetljr  aatiified  that  Kngliukd  huA  aoUiins  ia 
new  in  refi^rcoo?  to  Tcins,  whidi  ought,  iu  thi!  «liii)itt»t  ilennw,  to  couas 
OBMBtiKeB  in  (h«  Unih-d  Stutn."    NUn,  LXVI.  p.  160. 

*"  .  .  .  ilint  be  bod  ffiTeotheis  no  countenance  wliaterer;  he  had 
infoRocd  them  thaU  hy  pwry  propw  moanu  of  influeBoo,  he  would  nccm- 
ago  iht  abolitio)!  of  kUret^.  and  (hat  tie  had  recommuniiod  tha  Uuioaa 
gDvennn«nt  to  intenat  it«elf  in  the  matter."  1.  c  It  hai  nliuadf  been 
nkl  tlul  Aehbcl  Siuith  liunwU,  in  1875,  declared  the  compLjits  of  Oil- 
boun  agaiiut  thf  i^iiirllih  cabinet  enlircly  t^nodlcas. 

*"Bot  Loi-1  Abntleen  udiled,  tbat  bo  cotilil  not  sajr  that  tbiarecoauQea* 
Nation  had  been  Uotawd  to  with  anj*  icgax  ot  favor."    L  c. 
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permit  hcraolf  to  Im  eatisliod  with  pionawishcfiibat,  ns  Lord 
AberdoeiJ  iinresenredly  granted,  in  his  letter  of  tJic  25th  of 
Deccmbor,  alio  g»vo  Iicradviccand  mnde  use  of  tier  iofloBOOB 
in  the  interest  of  universal  ciaaiicipalion;  but  she  hu]  exerted 
no  pressure  to  aLtA.li)  iiih  end,  to  say  nothing  of  lis  having 
occurred  to  her  to  impune  material  burthens  of  any  kind  njiOD 
heracif  to  sco  her  wish  realized  in  Texna.' 
Wliat  now  did  Callioan  make  out  of  thia  state  of  factit 

' "...  we  bare  init  ouikItm  forvrud  in  pTv^sinit  the  etmnmont 
of  Ueiico  to  nclcDOwledge  IVxiu  M  inAependenL  Dot  in  thm  actinir  m 
have  lift  ooouU  design.  «!thcrwith  nfermoe  to  onr  peculiar  uiflDoomriiMib 
wo  mifrtit  smV  to  Mlabliah  in  Mexico  or  in  Tens,  or  f>n>n  with  T*Um» 
to  thi*  nlavt^ry  which  now  «zt>t«,  itn<l  which  we  denie  to  w«  aboUibcd  in 
Texw. 

■  "  With  rfffttiA  to  the  latt^  point,  it  most  hn  nnd  u  well  kDOwn,  bolfa  to 
the  TTnitnl  Statm  nnd  to  tbn  whole  world,  that  Aivat  Britain  ikvin*.  bm) 
U  ooMtaaflf  tmr^ins  haiwlf  to  protrutv.  the  gi^neral  alxilitioa  of  tlartij 
thtooghout  tho  wotM.  But  thi?  mnnns  which  nhe  has  Bdo|>ted.  and  wiD 
fxmtiniia  to  adopt,  (or  thii  hunmoa  uul  rLrtaoia  parpoie,  ue  open  tod  nil' 
dI«gai«Kt.  She  will  do  nothing  aKn>t];oruDdi>ibiin().  SbedcHnstkU 
lier  Riotrr«s  nia^  b^  evnemlly  nndentood.  nrnt  her  nets  «rn  hj  all. 

"  Wiih  rf-ftnrd  to  Toxas,  we  ktow  that  wn  winh  to  iw  (Invny  aboUAad 
there.  M  elsewhere;  and  wa  should  n^oioe  if  thr  rwfiEnitii,m  of  that  conn- 
by  by  tint  Mcxinin  ((or«min'>nt  ihoold  bo  acoompanied  by  nn  mjpignmeiit 
on  tJio  piirtof  Ti^xoii  to  oholiiih  Hlavery  CTPiilually,  and  uiMler  pnpw  cat- 
ditjona.  tJi[>:iu^Uciiit  the  t^jmbUc.  But  althoagh  we  earnestly  tlotiie  and 
|i<el  it  to  be  our  duly  to  promote  mfb  »  connuDsiation,  wt  'hftll  not  ialf- 
bn  undtily.  or  with  an  ira|irop^  aMoiiiption  of  aallMxi^,  with  «tlMr 
party,  in  0Td<>r  to  inatm  the  adoption  «f  nulh  a  ooane.  We  tlnll  oooMd, 
bat  we  Khali  not  aei^h  b>  nompel,  or  unduly  eoatnl,  aillier  party. 

"...  rile  [(treat  BntaiaJbaanothoughtorinlx^liODof  seeloncla 
act  directly  or  indimjtiy,  in  a  politi»l  aense,  on  tba  United  8tat«  Ihigg^ 
TesM. 

**  ...  (lie  gonsmmenb  of  Uw  Klamrltnldinf;  itatea  may  bft  oatimd 
Butt,  oltlioiigh  wi!^  shall  not  dettit  fh>tn  tboae  opva  and  honett  HIbrta  wfaicfe 
wo  bare  auulantly  inodw  for  ptocomig  tlie  abalitiOB  of  daverylhreoipwnl 
the  world,  wc  ihnll  neither  0|)e»ly  nor  secretly  reeort  to  any  mcamni 
which  oin  b<n<l  to  disturb  their  intemnl  tnutquility,  et  therptfy  to  aJfet  Oa 
ptnperityof  the  American  Dnion."  The  whole  i»-<alkd  Pftckenbaai  w 
mpoodenoa  i$  printM)  alio  in  CaUi.'i  Worka,  V,  {q>.  880  n^. 
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Whocnnnoctiratoly determine Tiofffnrndiplomat  and  Rtntes* 
man  may  esoced  the  limtta  wliich  truth  and  honor  place  to 
t3ie  cmploynicnt  of  sophielioal  dialectics  in  pri\'AtG  life,  In 
orfer  to  realize  liis  viuws  on  tJie  demands  of  the  intcsrests  of 
the  Btiitfi?  Bnt,  verily,  one  need  not  be  a  nnrrow-minded 
moralist  to  my  tliat  C&thoiin,  in  this  cue,  went  altogether 
too  for  herond  them. 
CaUionn  etnrts  out  with  the  !«noiis  alarm  caased  the 
b}'  the  ftdmisBion  that  England  was  laboring  for 
'(ffilBtion  of  slarery  in  the  eolire  world.  Natnndlj 
enongii,  the  secretary  of  stite  did  not  wish  to  make  bimBelf 
and  the  president  a  langtitnjf  stoek,  by  the  pretext  which 
they  now  hit  iiptm  For  tho  first  time,  bnt  whieb  the  birds  on 
eveiy  honsG-top  liad  liccn  chirping  for  years.  In  his  opin- 
ion, the  render  should,  it  wns  plain,  seeV  the  explanation  of 
the  sndden  nnxietj  in  tlilir,  that  tho  fact  with  which  all  the 
world  wftB  familiar,  waa  now, ''  for  the  first  lime,"  avowed  In 
an  ofHciid  ducnment,  in  express  terms.  But  why  thi«  should 
be  m  very  important  it  h  not  poeaible  to  discover,  and  Cal- 
lionn  talies  care  not  to  t,ay  the  least  word  about  it.     With 

Ijbold  «va!tivenc!Sft,  he  carries  on  his  argument  as  if  tlio  slave* 
holding  M&lea  of  the  w<jrld  hiul,  by  tluj  meHnii,  for  the  Unit 
Wnie,  ol>tained  information  of  the  fact  wliicli  had  made  itaeif 
fclt  ID  tlic  United  States,  in  many  waya,  and  which  had  re- 
pentedly  led  to  bcfioub  differcuceti  between  the  two  nations.' 


I 


'" .  .  .  The  president  .  .  .  at  the  loime  time  rpgardii  witti  deep 
^nt^pm  the  avownl,  for  tli*  tint  Hmit  maAii  tn  this  g«ppm|n?nt,  'tbak 
Oi%ftt  Britun  desirei  uad  i»  cotutuntl;  nirrtin^  hciBclf  to  procure  tlte  (tra- 
eral  abolition  of  tlaTet;  Uiroughout  tJie  worW.' 

'•  So  long  u  Ginit  Britain  waSocd  hcwell  to  tho  abolition  of  slarery  in 
berownpowgiriontniidcoloniw.nootlii'rcijunln'liml  *  rioht  to  cmnplain. 
II  bclAng<*d  to  her  neliuiveljr  to  d(!t£rmi&i>,  tiaxa^nft  to  \tn  own  views  o( 
policy,  wltellier  it  should  be  doiia  or  not.  But  wlii^n  the  (roes  bej'ond,  and 
avon  it  tu  fa^r  BCttled  policy,  and  tbe  ohj<!(!t  of  her  ponntant  extrtioDa,  to 
■bohib  it  tliTQUifhoat  the  i°DrIil,  ihc  ouilivi  it  the  dutj  of  all  other  coaa- 
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Tlie  ultiinuto  eoarco  of  all  clicso  differences  was  Engbnd'A 
conTJction  of  tlic  immorality  and  peril icioasness  of  slavery, 
aodlieioiideuvor,  prompted  hy  this  conviction,  to  pat obaU- 
dea  in  its  way  wherci-er  an  opportunity  ofFercd.  And  Loid 
Aberdeen's  declaration  affirmed  nothing  more  than  that  Eng- 
land wonld  act  in  the  very  same  way  in  future.  Thi»t  decla- 
ration referred  to  no  ooacittc  mcosurca  whatever,  hut  only 
desigDHtiMj  the  general  tendency  of  EnglisJi  policy;  and  then 
WB8  no  cliiii)|;c  iu  the  lattci'  nor  even  on  intcnfiiGcatioa  of  it 
contemplated,  hut,  ou  the  contrary,  it  wa*  eitpKasJy  said 
that  it  vtaa  to  rcmnin  mialtorod.  And  imvr  could  it  have 
been  otherwieo,  since  Lord  Aberdeen's  diepatcli  had  no  object 
but  to  exerciae  a  qnicting  inHucuco  ou  the  United  States? 

The  public  was  put  in  the  right  mood  by  the  cry  of  "  fire." 
Now  it  vm  po&3ibIe  to  oonviucc  tliat  eamo  pobltc  that  n 
Bpark  waa  a  flaming  fire. 

Still  greater  eolicttnidc,  Calhoun  continued,  tchb  otoaed 
to  the  president  by  the  admiii«io»  that  England  desired  the 
abolition  of  slavery  ia  Texas,  and  tliat&hewae  trying  to  d«- 
tcnniiio  Mexico  to  connect  its  recognition  of  Tcxau  independ- 
ence witli  Uiis  condition.  This  admission  had  mode  it  the 
duty  of  the  president  to  examine  tlieoonsequenoes  which  ti)e 
realization  of  this  n-isli  would  have  for  thoTJiutvd  StAtM,uid 
he  Lad  becuine  convinced  tliat  the  government  of  the  Union 
would  have  to  prevent  it  by  the  most  effectual  mcauuvt.' 

trio,  vhofc  safety  or  proepoEitr  miv  be  eodaagtzod  bf  bcc  vo&cj,  to  aiofi 
■ucb  lucMjiunt  wi  Uiey  nay  deem  necwHOir  for  tbeir  ptotecdou." 

'"  11 !«  «rfUi  HbU  deeper  conccia  the  ptoiilent  ivffftids  tbc  iinnnl  of 
Ixml  Aberdeen  of  tha  desire  of  Great  Britain  to  *«e  Kt&ver;  aboliilml  ta 
TctM,  o.nd.  IU  ho  iiifpTB,  ia  endeaToriiig,  throaffb  b*i  diiiloniacy,  U>  wrttn- 
pLfli  it,  bj  nuUdflgr  Uio  abolition  «i  alaveiy  am  oi  ibo  ooDdiUous  ao  wtiidi 
Mmioo  ibould  adcaowkdg«  ber  uidepvadmoa.  it  has  ooofinned  hi*  piv 
Tiom  imprramotiB  u  to  tho  policy  of  Gn>at  Britain  is  teCirNtcS  10  Ttai. 
aad  mndc  it  biadatj- to  l-xuiiuiiv  vriUi  niucb  coro  owl  ■otidlade  what  weoU 
bo  itM  flir«ct80D  the  piwperi^  and  ulHy  of  tint  United  Statn,  thoaU  dw 
focotwd  lu  bat  eudoano.    .    .    .    U  is  felt  to  be  Uu  improoBi  dntjr  of 
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i*Kow  Ab«rdcen'a  letter  said  uothiug  that  was  nev  oa  Kog^ 
[Hn<]''s  nttititdc  towanl slavery*  hi  Texiia.  If  Tyler  hod  before- 
hand only  "improssiona"  in  relation  to  it,  he  could  have 
nothing  nisro  now.    Lord  Abirdccn  had  told  Ererett  prft- 

'viouely,  precisely  what  he  wrote  now,  nnd  Everett  had  in- 
his  government  of  it,  on  the  3d  of  November,  id 
Hftbe  5mne  words.  Heiiee,  either  Tyler  was  not,  for  the 
first  time,  induced  by  A.berdoeii'a  letter  to  make  hia  weighty 
reflcotionti,  or  ho  hnd  iiccdel  iiionthi«  tu  recognize  that 
Knglitnd's  policy  itindc  Iheue  reflect ioi is  liis  duly. 

Cnlhonn  then  announced  that  the  incorporation  of  Texas 
into  the  Tnion  wiw  the  mosteffeetnnl  measure,  iind  tlint,  there- 
fore, a  treaty  of  annexation  had  been  closed.  Hence,  Texas 
had  to  be  nnnesed  in  consequence  of  Loi-d  Aberdeen's  letter. 

^  Tlie  United  States  wore  not  re^poneible  for  the  cireutnatancee 

I  which  made  it  a  duty  of  golf-pi-escrvaiion  toaccedont  last  to  the 
wishes  of  Texas  for  annexation.  To  confirm  the  truth  of  this 
aiteertion,  the  secretary  of  state  says  that  the  United  States 
had  done  nothing  lo  brin;;  about  the  &cvomnce  of  Texas  from 
Mexico,  and  that  they  had  reiiiiiined  pitKstve  tnilil  Kitgland 
luid  foroctl  them  to  take  action  by  her  policy.'     These  asaer- 


r  Fcdcnil  gtniinniiM^t,  tlm  cDrnmoit  rcprcwntntivo  and  pTOt«ctor  of  (ke 
I  oC  Uio  Cnion.  to  Kdopt.  in  MU-d«fensc,  the  most  eflectuol  mensunt 
Bfcat  it" 

'  "To  basnud  vmar^oDaeat  whidi  irould  be  to  donitcrotu  to  tha  pit»- 
pcrity  undNilciy  of  tbis  Uidon,  witbaut  n^Hartiiii;  U>  Uie  inaeC  cfleotin 
mcMores  ta  prdvunt  ihem.  would  be,  on  ihv  putt  of  the  FeJeml  gorem- 
lucnl.  nn  abondottmunt  «f  thi;  muni  Ml<-mn  oUtiralioa  imixiocd  by  tho 
guaiunly  vbich  tbe  ilttte*.  in  adoptia^  tlte  coiutitutiaii,  eaUtred  into  to 
protect  endi  other  agfuinet  «-hat<!v«T  ruiglit  endojiirCT  their  ulet]',  wfaetber 
ticui  witJuiut  07  witiim.  AcUug  ia  olr.idit^nc?  to  tliis  obli^Uon.  oa  vhich 
our  f t.-d>-nU  KjrtU'in  of  irorcmuieat  raU.  tlia  president  dirffc.lii  vae  to  tutocm 
yoa  tbttt  3.  trvoty  ha*  b<?«n  «ODcluiled  tiotwoeu  tbe  Uuil^d  Stalca  ilh  d  T<>xa>, 
for  iaa  umciitlion  of  the  liittcr  lo  the  former  lu  a  port  of  iLi  timtoiy. 
wliictiwill  b«  *abiiutl4Kl  wiUiout  del&j  to  tiie*etiat«,  foribappiDval.  This 
ktep  boa  beeu  tAkcD  u  the  moat  cffoctual,  if  not  tbe  onty  metni  of  guaid* 
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tions  need  no  cotnnientarv  after  tlie  docnnientiu^  historjr  of 
the  que»tiun  of  anticvatiuii  luts  been  told.  CallioUD  mt^d 
boast  of  hnviu^  elTecied  the  aiinexntion.  Hie  is  al'o  the  fuoe 
of  bariug  orownixl  all  tbe  nuderljand  dealing,  all  the  fraud 
and  fnl^hood  wbicli  cbitructerized  this  job,  from  tbe  begia- 
oing.  witli  u  oonscioiia  lio  than  which  a  mure  sliamdoBft  or 
nonelroiie  one  never  raino  from  the  inoath  of  a  dij^matitU' 
But  Ihore  was  an  iiicODtestable  truth  boaud  op  with  ihe 
lie,  and  if  the  political  moral  code  of  cei-tain  people  par- 
mittc<I  ttiem  to  come  to  tcnns  witli  the  latter,  hy  means  df 
tix  principle:  one  ahoutd  not  make  much  ado  aboot  a  pre- 
text, for  when  »  person  has  noc  a  good  one,  he  mnrt  nuke 
nse  of  a  bad  one  —  the  former  coald  not  be  gotten  rid  <tf  bjr 
atiT  Eopbiiitrj  or  hy  anv  inoralitj,  uo  mattitr  hnfr  plisot, 
and  (lie  fjite  of  (Kr  rvpnblii;  wne  l>i>iind  up  wiUi  it.  It  wis 
DO  lie  tltat  the  }>plicv  of  EngliuKl  sent  tlio  hluvd  with  Force 
to  Uie  brain  of  this  most  gifted  representatin!  of  the  slato* 
eratic  iostinctB,  and  Otat  he  wa5  most  deeply  ooDvinced.  jea, 

ng  agiiflrt  the  thnatened  daaoer,  and  Mean&rtlieir  pctmaDcnt  pnoB  and 
mtface.  .  .  .  Hie  TTnitod  8tal«  bam  bentofote  dcctuiMl  lo  inrt 
bar  (Tacaa']  wirim;  battlie  bawiuM  now  umnd  when  Uk;  can  attlnfn 
Nf ttw,  ooodatentlj  witb  Ibdz  Mm  ueamiy  aai  peaM,  and  fbc  taatd  «Ui- 
gatioa  uDpOKd  bjr  tfactr  ooculiUittoiul  onnpict  for  inuUul  delatm  and 
irotvctioo.  Kor  aw  tbcy  u>t  wxy  wpanriMe  tetbe  WCTBataaoa  whkft 
baTf  imrutrd  thii  ofaligiUion  on  tfena.  TbiT*  lud  aa  fumi?  in  beapBj 
ibool  tbe  ttale  of  dungi  whkli  had  tmminatgd  is  ifae  uraiatiau  of  Tbm 
(nm  Ifenoo.  .  .  .  Iter  are  cqaaQr  without  nrnpoa^btStj  kr  Aal 
rtale  of  thtBg*  olieady  adToted  bo  as  tbe  immfilifltf  canae  o(  iaipcwy  a 
tbcn,  in  •cti'dclecae,  Uie  oUigatioQ  gt  adopbavtbe  aamtm  tfary  tttit. 
Thi?  trauiin^  poaire  m  loon  u  tba  pGlicT  on  the  pait  of  QnaX  Pn*"), 
whkli  hu  W  b>  Ha  adojition.  bad  09  iiQtaadiirte  btaniig  m  Umit  pMM 
and  ufrty." 

'  Let  oolj  til*  bOowias  d*Us  be  bone  in  aaaii  Oo  Qw  311  a(  Kv> 
lESC  tbe  miM  r*lh^Tt  faatl  dnjaivd  in  tbe  Knate  aniiexalioa  to  h^wnm- 
•aiT;  on  tbe  1601  <i(  October,  l^t,  Cpsbnr  madetbe  lonnal  vntaitimtt 
annexBtum:  ontfceSBtbcf  December.  1313,  Iioid  AlierdeEii  wiotcludir 
lalch.  aad  OB  tba  SBlh  ti  PefaraaiT.  ISU.  Pttffcvabawi  aont  a  ocpf  cT  km 
Ofatar. 
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that  it  wju  to  liim  a  palpable  fact  —  that  this  poHc;*  placed 
the  slavocracy  before  the  ileeisive  alternative,  and  tiiat  pro- 
orasttuutiuii  wat>  inevitnUe  ruin.  Calkuuu  had  recognized, 
and  lie  cunresfred^  tJiat  Kngland  did  uut  uccd  lo  gu  a  step 
beyond  the  line  defiigiiHt«*d  in  Lord  Aberdcco'a  Ictccr,  to 
make  tilarer)'  in  Texas  impoeaible,  in  case  it  rcniiiiiicd  inde- 
peodenl;  anil  he  bad  reoogniuHl  and  lie  confessed,  tliat  A 
'Beaam  without  slavery  and  the  ]>eriiiauL-nt  centiuimnce  ot 
filaver)'  in  the  Union,  weru  irrwajncilable.'  If  the  oppo- 
neut»  uf  ihc  «lavacraoy  eunteeted  ihie,  not  only  were  tliey  ia 
error,  hut  they  were  guilty  of  a  piece  of  (ot)y,  &iuce  herein 
lay  the  most  de&truclive  Judgment  wlucU  cuuld  he  passed  on 


I  ' "  "^^^  iiivcstigAtiou  htm  K>ult«<l  iu  th«  settled  coariiMon  thai,  it  woold 
be  difBoilt  lOr  Texna,  in  her  actual  comJilion,  to  maai  wbat  iLe  jOrtst 
Britain]  dmires,  witfaout  anppositig  Ike  inllut^nco  ami  exertions  of  Oreat 
Biitain  vtwl<l  Iw  cxlunilud  Wyood  the  Uuiita  ateigrncJ  l>y  I>)rJ  AbprdMB) 
and  Una,  if  TexxR  could  notrraiRt  the  comuniiiiiilioD  Df  tl)eottJc<Aof  lux 
(UMie,  wouM  ctit^uiKij  l>oth  tliu  sufctj  mid  ptxMpentj*  of  tb«  Uiuott.  .  . 
*■  It  U  »alEcifnt  lo  »ay.  that  tlip  raiuuinniation  o(  tLc  nvowtil  oIqmA  of 
het  itnhfj  in  rofirenco  to  Tfxiw  votdd  1»  followed  by  hontJk'  f**i-linjr»  nud 
RtotKoa  between  tliiit  countiy  &n<l  tfao  Unitcil  StaU-Ji,  wUicli  could  not  fail 
to  place  ber  under  tlio  iRiliioiicn  and  oontiol  of  Great  Brllnin.  Ttua,  from 
the  geogntjttiical  postUon  of  Tcxu,  wo^d  cxpoto  the  w^almrt  uad  laott 
TvlnccaUc  potlionof  our  [ronlierto  iiitoadH.  otid  \t\acB  in  theiiowerirf 
Oreat  Britain  the  motit  cRtciRnt  mmnn  of  vfTivting  in  1h«iu>ig4itiDring 
•tilei  0J  thia  Uaion  wh«t  ah«  aran*  to  b«  her  di^ns  b>  do  in  nil  oouathen 
wbeie  aluTuiy  exuto." 

l^lar  titr*  tba  raae  thioff  iu  hid  tamaa^  ol  tbe  ZiM  of  April,  in  difSsr- 
aai  wonb:  "  Lenrt  of  all.  was  it  [th«  exeGative]  ignoraDt  ol  tlie  onxiely 
of  oUier  power*  la  tndufv*  Mr'xioo  to  eoter  into  t«nn*  of  rfconciUiition  with 
Tena,  whldi,  iLflWlintr  the  <loou!stic  tnstatntijoiia  of  Teia*,  vould  opentts 
bmM  iiuimuatdy  upon  the  United  St«t«#,  aitd  oiifflit  mo«t  Mrii/u^lr  tliKaten 

ktha  oaiuf'iKK  of  Chin  happy  Dnion 
"  t  n.>i^4it.  Uu  executive  anw  Tetne  in  a  stata  of  almost  hopelcM  eabaoi- 
tioa,  and  the  quMtion  wa«  nanovrttl  d»)ra  to  the  Nntplv  inopnittaik, 
whether  Ihc  tTnitwJ  8tat»8  >hould  acoept  Ihe  tuon  of  luuwxalion  on  fair 
and  libornl  tcmu,  or,  bj  rcfunng  to  do  m,  force  Texaa  to  seek  a  Kfago  is 
Hm  uauB  of  MHou  oUuz  power."    StatMni.'a  Mas.,  U,  pp.  U6^  U66, 
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slAvcry.  The  etaTocrocy  iteeU  declared  that  tliero  cxuled, 
between  it  and  liberty,  a  confijct  of  iiriudplc  su  tmicoadla- 
ble  tU&t  it  was  placed  before  tlio  qaeetiou  of  Ufe  or  deatbt 
by  the  simple  fact  of  the  aeighborh(>od  of  iod&pcttdeat  statca, 
in  wliich  elflv«rr  did  not  exist.  Did  it  not  follow  dimtly 
from  tlii»,  that  its  political  conocctioa  Trith  tnx  £taUK  vw 
possible  only  on  the  enppositioD  of  the  complete  bondi^of 
tlw  lnttcr(  Could  there  be  a  inoro  forcible  proof  of  this 
afforded,  than  the  dcmiind  which  the  slavocracy  novr  made, 
in  conseciaenoe  of  that  fact!  The  slavoci'ocy  was  an  interest 
powwcd  of  rights  under  the  oonstitnttoo — it  vas  threat- 
ened— it  denimded  protection — and  effectual  protoction 
could  he  aftordcxl  it  only  by  tho  pretention,  by  the  ITnioo, 
of  tho  abolition  of  filavory  id  Toxa«.  This  is  tlie  inuDeote 
meaning  of  the  firat  letter  to  Packenhnm.  It  vras  not  only 
a  fact  tliat  Texas  was  to  be  annexed  to  make  the  oontinuod  ex- 
istence of  Elareiy  pouiblc  there,  bat  the  foot  ^ras  officially  de- 
clared before  the  n-hote  world,  by  the  executire  of  the  Unioa. 
Slavery  in  tbo  states  was — there  was  only  ono  man,  Jobo 
QQi[icyAdiim6,inthe  whole  nation  whoeontcaiedit — wiA- 
drawn  from  all  I^sUtive  action  of  the  geoeinl  governmeol, 
but  it  was  "the  Mtcred  duty"  of  the  Union  to  pre^vst 
tho   abolition   of  shivery   in   the   neighboring  countriea.* 

>  llien  wen  tnflontUl  pcditiciaiu  irfM  eron  tiodicdtad  for  thfl  MOth  tk* 
tigfat  to  prrvrnt  ibe  abolttioo  of  ^mj,  bj  fbne.  trea  U  Texas  iboald  m 
H>lTe  «B  it,  free  bom  mil  foni^  mflnaaec  Gotemor  'bonp,  of  OMifia 
KiilM  on  tiie  3d  oT  Jane.  IdU:  "  Hw  itamy  qaaHoo  liaa  rmAtA  to 
mma.    ,    .    . 

"1ITeiaubadberiKkaoirleiig«dKif«RiKD^uidinddistMni  aod  rifU* 
(rf  property — abaolrcdJiDm  all  ommedioo  vilh  Make  and  irei«ti>|iv 
nuM  lo  do,  tn  KlntMii  t>  tUvoj,  iriut  Eogluid  wosld  patraada  hm  to 
do.  BJod  what  M'.-xioo  would  Com  ber  to  do —  the  mticr  cf  the  nnthai 
■tatM  (if  one  cocBmniUtf ).  ««dd  bsTe  a  ngfat,  kj  thx  U«  of  notiafii.  w  • 
mwuf  rf  wfety,  to  pretat  agmmt  ■njwicb  doiair.  aad  to  CoUaw  op  thai 
gmtaattyadaof  war  ■sdnpmal— hanogjnatifiaUoonBal  woiini^ 
idaam.    I  wj,  odniUuir  Texu  to  U  axaoag  Ite  ■Ml  tad^ODdrnt  ol 
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d  to  do  it  bj  tlie  most  "  effectual  means,"  that  la,  to 
prevent  tlie  breaking  (tt  the  chain  it  would  have  to  add  that 
very  clialii  to  tlie  olhere  which  alrejuly  hound  its  armii.  The 
letter  to  PankenhHin  wns  the  officirtl  proclamation  of  the 
"  nationalixation  **  of  slavery.  Tlie  annesatioa  of  Texas 
wonUI  be  the  nation's  sanction  of  this  oationalizalion.  It 
ehonld  not.  without  any  more  ado,  be  itifeiTed  from  the  fact 

if  annexation  that  tlie  nation  approved  all  the  views  on 
slsveiy  expressed  bv  Calhonn  in  the  letter  to  Pnekenhain, 
althongh  it  WS6  eertainlv  verv  Hipillicnnt,  that  the  seci-etaiy 

I  state  ventured,  in  an  oflBeial  ietter,  that  is,  in  tlio  name  of 
the  federal  exeentive,  to  give  vent  to  hie  opinions,  broadly 
jind  emphatically,  on  the  blessings  of  slavery; '  but  annex*- 


aaliaru.  nni  hnvinir  mprpmp  contmt  otpt  Ii^r  ulav?  population,  TtTU 
wnitid  fttill  l»»  anlijwt  to  Hie  •flrni»  Hmitabon  and  ri>*lrirtiOfi  in  hor  it«*  nni 
GontTDl  of  that  poritlatioD,  as  nil  sUt^aand  individiitila  vrniM  1m  by  law  of 
nntutoiuid  nations,  via:  m  loooDtrol  and  use  that  ]>opuliition,  unotto 
itnfere  iritb  the  rights  of  her  neisliboTS  —  espodatly  tha  rigbta  which 
■l^mtiiin  to  (he  laimp  fimcripticm  of  populntion.  If  T^xiut,  foUovring*  the 
(nnpl«  of  M«ico,  weTO  to  pft«!i  nn  net  of  fntianciimtlon,  well  knCrwing 
that  the  same  populah'on  would  inBfantineon'Iy  ctoct  thr  line  to  poison 
■till  (orrajit  anr)  incite'  \h<>iT  tiwn  i.-a\or  to  cut  the  ttiroiLta  o(  th'>  women  and 
diililn-n  on  this  Ride,  no(1oiilit  roiilil  b-'  entertained  by  Uie  vtrictcat  caaatii 
of  Ih*^  H(iht  of  tlie  Knitbem  «Uit«a  ttfae  F«ieral  gorenunnit  lefusinc  ib  aicl), 
protect  tlicmielvm  hj  all  the  mcAiu  in  tlieir  power  a»  it  cam  of  imnu- 
peril.  and  onpnot  »rimittJngof  dflny,"  Niliw.  LXVI.  pp.327,  328. 
"•"Ho  |th«  UBdrtwfftiPd]  doM  not,  howftver,  deem  it  irwlomnt  to  state 
Ibiit,  if  Ih''  npi-rirnro  of  mort  Hi»ti  half  a  cdiliiry  i«  to  dTCitl'.',  it  would 
fcft  nftither  humane  nor  wise  in  tliflm  to  changp  their  policy.  Thfl  lyrtmu 
and  oUi«r  antbratic  docaucntfl  Bhow  IhsLt,  id  all  tDstuices  in  wtidi  tho 
■tatra  hnnchanetut  lh»  f omier  wlation  between  the  two  mce*.  Ihp  oondi- 
tim  of  the  Afrioui,  inttood  of  bmnff  improved,  hu  bocome  irone.  They 
have  been  invanAUy  sunk  into  vice  and  pntipcram,  accompuiJcd  by  tho 
bodHy  and  mental  inflictions  incident  tliemto  —  (]oafn«M,  bhndnms,  ituAa- 
Itfftnd  idiocy  —  to  &  dcfrm;  without  cxumplr;  while,  in  all  other  fitatM 
vhich  bnve  ntaJnMt  Uie  nndent  lelation  between  Iheni.  thpy  huve  impiOTCd 
erCTT  respect — ia  aamber,  oomfoit,  intoUigenee  luid  inonU.  .  ,  . 
iLeoUierhaad,  tfaeoenmaandoUiec  aotbcsatio  aounxa  of  iufoanMtwn 
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tion  «us,  iDGoateetably,  tlic  aetaal  OAEoniptioo  <^  tfae  alkged 
obligatioD,  to  go  so  far  even  as  to  copige  in  tUrery-pnp*- 

nUUUi  tfae  bet  tbat  tlie  oooiUin  of  Uie  A&kn  an  UtRM^Mat  ■&  Iki 
•laiei,  wben  the  tnoent  rdatioo  Mwno  tfa*  t«o  hw  ben  ictaiaad.  «»• 
joy*  >  tiegive  oE  bcahh  and  conlot  vbkb  mr  vdt  mxiFwe  iritli  that  «f 
the  Ul»orii«g  popnbUMQ  d  uy  caautij  in  Chrincadoni;  aad  it  mtf  ta 
add«d,  Uiat  in  do  other  ewadilioo,  or  in  aaj  otbtr  a^  or  oMufery,  htB  fla 
DczTonoeOTCr  altoiard  wbi^  nn  eWatkn  in  Bucalfc  iiitd%aBi  ar 
dTikmtioii.  .  .  .  EspenoMB  h»  pcond  that  the  exWiagrMtifiaa.B 
iriikh  Ui6  one  ■•  Miy  ent  to  the  o4h«c,  in  Ifae  riATcfaoldiag  ilnla*,  ii  < 
with  the  ponOB  md  Mfirtf  at  Inth,  with  gnnl  impnnennat  to  the  i 
while  the  uaie  ttf/naaet  pmna  that  the  lelatiCB  whieh  it  m  tli*  i 
and  ckatfA  of  Gteat  Btitaia  to  snlHtitiilc  in  its  rtaad  ia  thia  aad  al 
flooBtnei.  mda  the  pUtniUe  nane  of  the  ahcAitioB  od  (lafeq*,  «e^  # 
iidid  DOi  deatnj  Uwinfoiar  I7  rnwBiffav  to  wUtli  ifcwodd  le^)  nSan 
it  to  tl»  OEtieiiiei  at  me  aaA  wietdkediHaL**  It  ii  ialiaaliuff  to  hew  te 
jajimaotrf  theuten-AwMrrafr  "DiiBWiiaiiaBariew"  gaa^lWS,p.B) 
oa  the  ftdbnhaa  wirwpeiiiaoe.  atJeefnally  oa  iIbm  lahiaiaia  ■■! 
thi*  all  the  mont  beeanw  that  periodical  ttmagif  advonM  waelMi 
amaDUioiL.aiidnkliolfaetaiaeulick.af  ilt  omattitodt  toiwJaCM- 
haan:  "For  na  to  deelaia  oar  iiiilliiil  adntJiatica,  mpeot,  and  ••■ 
atlachiMnt.  lor  Mr.  CaOwoa  vonU  U  opedaona  onooffa,  aftw  th»mt 
diaetoot  it  with  wtticb  Sonncr  lageiflf  thia  'It«new*  haaci 
'ae"B>nmw"mft:  "AVhal  toabeefl»eri>h»eniiHimi 
id  the  nenbefs  dnaocnitic  pfaitioa.  that  Uie  awlitntioa  o<  lianuf,  1 
»  good  or  an  anl.  wa*  a  kwat  aadaota  aatJaaJ,  a  roiticipal  a»d  aela 
f aikxal  iattitatiun.  with  whkfa  the  irve  atatei  had  aolhias  to  <K  (or  "hht 
tbqr  iiaaiB  aoane  — T™«'J*J»t  nilhiif  to  their  mra  flBMtiaaeaar  to  lie 
jndfnent  el  the  warid,  «fen  Ihaash  it  sMed  oi  the  eoMBdn  ssbbmI  rf  the 
DHtriotof  Ooliunfain?  What  baa  henna  of  tin  poMtJoo.  after  a  wadnn 
jmmrtmt  inj  ■  rralhirn  ■rmTiijnf  min.Md  that  niaatoij  JAnCOd 
hoon,  fd  all  am  Ctiax,  have  to  — »■•—  ''JTr!,  w  MndiaBd,  the  1 
asm  have  laletraeadODe?  Whoa  Ibn  haa  adt  oalr  been  1 
bat  awiaed,  aixaed,  whenwfly  mgti—tb^  aad  that  alnnt 
•imly— aa  Iha  gmnad  tea  Im|>  nii  ■■■mtan  naamaif  : 
piksi  iavolinB  the  iaiiiieiina«d  tatanynnvb  tea  ki^itea:  Iht 
■aanqAional  at  Uait  a  naaaaad  van  a  war  powadrto  he  fawtei  Ij 
Ba^eadi  in  an  amiwrtiiatfl  eenibtiea  ef  the  poUie  lalininr  at  ear 
MoalV!  iM  ccrtan  discian  of  Ihv  mBBit  afeyeBlioa  of  at  InM  a  woj 
hqp  nnnitr  annag  onaebn^  «he  whale  dtm,  aweoaw,  n  a  mbW 
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guidum  io  the  defenae  ot  die  iu1«reste  of  the  elavocrac/, 
snd,  oonfcssedty,  ovea  at  tlio  ris):  of  a  ^mr.' 
I  With  llm  cuiieliuion  uf  the  nnnexution  treaty  U  n'as  de- 
peidcd  that  Tyxas  would  he  the  deeiMTe  eleuiGnt  in  the  presi. 
deotial  election  of  1S44.  Even  in  December,  Cluy  thought 
that  the  alurm  started  by  l^ler  shoidd  be  noticed  as  little  rb 
iwesible.*     Now  no  one  euidd  think  of  presenting  himself  be- 

oompliojooe  of  Texas  itacU;  uid  actually  pIcdtriuAC  thv  military  inleireotioa 
fOt  Ui<<  ixniaby,  bjr  niaplt  UDConstitubonnl  imuctiIivi'i  [in>iiiue,  la  i>lititg« 
cllj  iuto  war  with  MeidcOt  if  ike  vhould  execute  iiec  thicat  of  iointc* 
x^mwion  of  Toxav;  nn<i  Ibiit  while  oongteaa,  the  wle  war-mal:in(r 
rity  nndBT  tbe  conatitution.  u  in  M^iciuii.  Niiy.  more',  vhot  nhull  be 
^doCour  volunttHtrdiscutHioiiof  tbo«va>^iilJiil  meritji  of  tlu«  [)Gct]J tor  local 
ation,  tbrougli  tliu  pvculiut  or^cun  of  uur  cvUective  iiitUc>n;ilit}',  for 
,  if  for  Kiiyttiiiitf,  the  TTnkm.  and  Hip  whole  Union.  Eat  emphnlJcaUy 
ibl«.  in  public  diplomittic  papers,  aildr^cie^  to  Knnland,  to  France, 
I  wbole  cinlised  world.  If  all  this  can  be  done  by  fre&t  soutLcm 
,  on  the  Avowed  ground,  tho  almoni  flscliwiv«ly  avowoil  Kitinnd 
etiiue  aod  piKitervini;  the  iiutiluUoii  of  slavery,  what,  wa 
it.  b«-omi*a  of  the  tibovD  ttated  pcwition  of  tha  vtate-rigbta  ftaty  at 
iiuid aoatl),  the dttnioomtic pnrty  of  aliict  ooiutitiitional  ooMtruction? " 
.  .  .  The  i>remd«nt  enjoins  it  on  you  tu  iri*<i  it  [the  Muu^an  sov- 
ent)  .  .  .  tlie  ttrongT'iA  AMiiranci  .  .  •  that  thl^  ttcp  was 
Qti  tiie  ifoveniuisiit  of  itic  United  f^ttt'tes,  in  aelf-defenM.  in  convt- 
I  of  tho  vobc}'  itdvpU'd  by  Grtjat  Britajin  in  r?fi?n<nca  to  the  aboliticm 
oty  in  TexM.  It  wm  impMnblo  for  tho  Unit^-d  Stal«  to  witncM 
inililTereiioft  the  cfTorta  of  Greiit  HnluiD  to  uboliah  «larery  then. 
They  could  not  hut  see  that  she  had  the  means  in  her  power,  in  tho  nctaal 
cooditWiKif  Texas,  to  aooomplish  the  oluecta  of  hot  policy,  unleea  jve- 
Teolad  by  ths  most  officieat  meaKureB:  and  that,  if  uu»mpli«hed,  it  would 
load  lo  a  ftate  of  thiasi  dao^nou*  in  the  tixtreme  to  tho  AtUacont  itaUM, 
uut  the  DoioD  itatlf.  Srrinit  thin,  thii  Bovamwent  bai  beeii  campeUed. 
fajF  tho  neoeKUr  of  the  ewe,  luid  a  niputd  to  iia  constitulional  oblij^ioas, 
to  take  the  aUip  it  h»,  u  the  only  c«rtn>a  and  efftxtual  mcaiu  of  prcvcnt- 
iag  it.  It  has  talcen  it  iii  full  TJeir  at  oil  povibla  coaaeqaenGCii  ( I},  but  not 
without  a  dceire  aud  hop«  that  a  full  and  fair  disclosure  of  the  caoaea 
which  induced  it  to  do  so  would  pnveot  tho  diiUirbauoe  of  the  harmony 
■uhsiJitiDfl^  between  tho  twn  countries,  which  the  tjDil«d  Stat<«  is  anximu 
<  jmearrc."  Sou.  ]Joc„  Mh  Coa«r.<  1st  S«as.,  Vol  V,  No.  941,  p,  M. 
'AdaoM  wnt«(l}tK)Cinberl5,  IM-'i:    "Mr.  JohnJ.Critteaden, c»ieof,tbe 
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fore  the  ])eop1e  as  n  nmdiilate  vitiiout  having  taken  a  ^ 
cided  altitude  toward*  this  question, 

Olay  niatJe  his  confession  of  faith,  So  a  letter  of  the  l7th 
of  April,  to  tho  pablifthor  of  th«  National  IntsUiytncer} 
He  wcupitsl  the  strongps;  poeition  of  all  the  caodidatee,  In- 
admndi  as  lie  had  been  the  leaderof  Uie  oppo&ition.  In  1619, 
in  the  boii«s  of  reprcficutatiTts,  against  the  Florid*  treaty, 
by  which  the  doabtful  cluiius  of  the  United  States  to  the 
torritorv  rencliing  to  the  Rio  del  Norte  had  been  anrrm- 
dered.  Hence,  wire n  he  now  properly  made  abort  work  of 
thoae  who  rentnred  to  talk  of  a  simple  resumption  of  tlwoM 
title  of  possession,  he  carried  all  the  more  weight.'  But  be 
'Weakened  the  moral  force  of  his  judsnuent,  by  tbo  preniia- 
abty  election-wise  caodon  with  whlcli  he  avoided  tiffiog 
clearly,  whether  he  woald,  under  aoy  circamstaocea  wiui' 
ever,  consider  the  acqni&ition  of  Texas  desirable;  Towards 
the  end  of  his  letter,  Indeed,  be  remarked  how  erodtatit  it 
would  be,  if  tbe  United  States  bad  Canada  aodTexai  all 

MHitanbMillMrialaitfl 

aai  fwiMwtiil  hUm  bmaB.  O^  tplhri 

VbtSthtH^Bwaalh.    Helbiiiki  Tent  in  Tjrler'a  faandi  aa  Btmbt- 

hnad.  tobaaotioedMfittleaipoMibla.    Mf.  GrilteiMleB  «oecan  vitb  fcs 
faoimuQii."    Mem.  of  J.  Q.  Adftou.  XI,  p.  4«9. 

**'Uw,tfaatlam,p«iMtlr  ido  wdodiaibaikif  aoi  fdMoalbfe  It 
tatkofmaauByoiirtittetoTeiai,  ■§  i(  «i  hwl  aever  parted  vitk  it.  We 
OM  ao  mm  dothat  thaa  Sftm  «aa  twbb*  naridi.  KimM*  LoniM— ,  a 
Qieat  Brikan  tbe  thirteai  uoheiw.  bow  coapcnac  a  imt%  <d  U«  Vwtd 
SMMa"  TU  MimioiiMli  um  lyafci  aatj  at  ••w^MMaaliaa."  AiU*. 
dA<kMikkMllb*bMtoiVBtfae«Bal»:  *'U«fliiaii<  thrtlhbfcai- 
tor Wo^* tool  Bffw;  ttMkwalMaDmrpBrttdvilhtl;  OaAwmimi^ 
paewtepartwttft.    Bb  fiiiwii<  that,  by  tht  wocer—t  iiiilliiiiiti  il 

«(18Sa:    .    .    .    Anaiii^ttiiactrailluB,    .    .    .    bo«<Ute^ 
her Qriwnifcip  at  iMtioaai^ ty  way  Ktto  wtkk  ite4id  aol  oaMri}* 


CI.AT    OS    A>'XKXAT10J(. 


659 


Bide  I 


Hiblics,  but  hi;  (lit] 


tliat  tliie  TconM 


iaatietcr  republics,  Dut  m;  aui  not  taj  tiiat  tine  tcouki 
he  beet  The  argnment  pro[jer  was  directed  exclusivelj 
against  the  pftrtictilar  circinnetancos  under  which  the  annex- 
ation hod  now  to  be  brought  ntoiit.'  Of  tlicse,  ho  laid  tlio 
(fTCfltest  stress  oa  the  ineritableneM  of  a  war  with  Mexico,* 
aod  OD  the  decided  opposition  of  a  great  portion  of  the  na- 
tion. It  was  even  deserving  of  eenfiure,  tliat  tJic  executive^ 
withont  being  able  to  rely  on  n  wish  of  the  public  opinion 
of  theconntayexpreased  so  that  it  could  not  bo  igrmrccl,  had, 
of  hio  ovm  motion,  xindertaken  a  project  of  eo  ranch  import- 
ance; and  he  wns  nil  the  more  to  bn  blamed,  ^inco  he  had 
not  obtained  even  the  advice  of  the  rcpresentativea  of  the 
people.  £ut,eren  leaving  the  nnbecomingmaniier  in  which 
the  mnfter  hnd  been  curried  on  out  of  consideration,  every 
tmo  pntriot  must  be  opposed  to  the  project,  for  the  simple 
ronson  that  it  was  disapproved  of  by  eo  iriniiy.  Tlie  flrst 
Hnd  chief  task  was  plainly  to  make  the  existing  Union  firm 
and  Imppy.  Hence  new  elements  ehoiild  not  be  incorpo- 
rated into  it,  if  it  waa  certain  that  great  dissatififaetioo  and  a 
weakcniO}^  of  the  Union  would  be  the  couse^ucnces,'    But  it 


I 


■ "  U.  without  tbc  low  of  natiODul  cbamober,  vntbout  tbe  haiard  of  (or- 
Bign  trar.  with  Lhit  in'iipral  cotiranvtici?  of  the  rnktion.  vitbovt  uitj  danger 
to  the  lutc^ty  </t  the  Union,  And  wilhoiit  giving  unreatosable  pncB  for 
TexuR.  the  qiiestinn  of  anocxjition  MvtK  pmMnlred,  it  vould  apptax  in 
quiU  a  diiliaeDt  light  Irom  that  in  which,  1  upprelieiul,  it  ut  dow  to  be  ra- 
gaided." 

■  "  Atmeiatioii  aod  war  with  Ueiica  sie  iodmtical." 

'"I  do  not  think  t^t  TexM  Qnicbt  to  be  Rvolvei  into  Uic  Union,  his 
iiit«(rai  part  ol  it,  in  decided  oppoation  to  the  wiaha  of  a  conMdemUe 
and  r«R|>cctaUe  porlton  of  tho  oonfedemcy.  I  think  it  far  mon  «nw  and 
importaat  to  compoM  and  hanuoaim  tho  prasab  oaafedem^i  aa  it  now 
iai*t«,  thiia  to  introduce  a  new  i-k'ont^t  of  ditcoid  and  di«IiBction  into  iL 
In  mj  humble  opinion,  it  ahould  be  the  constiuit  and  eiinicit  cndearoi'  ot 
AnuRican  ■tateunen  to  eraidicute  pnyudioei.  to  cultivate  uid  foster  oonoont 
and  to  podoctt  gcneto)  oont«iitaaeDt  ankong  all  part*  of  our  confederacy 
AndtniewiNdom,  it  acenu  tome,  pointA  to  the  dutjol  rendering  itapmeoi 
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u-u  entirely  abeord  to  vriAi  to  restore  the  eqailibriam  Iib- 
tween  tlie  two  halves  of  the  Union,  by  ertcngions  of  territory. 
There  iras  no  seeing  where  this  oonrse  might  \&ui  tn  [fit 
were  once  entered  on.  AnJ,  finally,  inn  competitit^gntne  of 
grab,  tlic  half  of  the  Uiiion,  already  tlto  u-eaker,  would  re- 
main at  a  diitadvantage,  since  the  lion*fi  t^hareof  Texas  uroald 
altimatcly  fall  to  the  lot  of  free  labor,  and  hmco  to  the  north. 
As  a  last  objection,  Clay  addiicea  the  great  barthen  of  the 
debt  of  Texas  which  woatd  hare  to  be  assomed  by  tha 
Union. 

Clay's  letter  ts  strongest  and  most  fnll  uf  conrictlon  in 
ibe  pari  wbich  condeinna  all  extension  of  territory  fnKii 
sectional  interest  and  at  the  cost  of  internal  biirmony.  llcrc. 
there  is  lew  of  shrewd  calculation  than  In  any  othrr  part, 
and  the  controlling  fnndiimeMtal  tendency  of  his  whole  po- 
litical life,  altbottgb  not  with  all  the  warmth  wbich  might 
be  expected,  flods  rent:  tlie  greatest  of  political  ofFGnMs  Is 
ehalcing  the  Union.  A»  to  tbe  re«t,  the  letter  moat  hare 
left  all  who  had  taken  a  decided  position  on  the  one  etdn  i>r 
the  other,  diaaatlefied.  In  all  very  important  points,  it  tnu 
citlicr  attempted  to  make  tbe  tnming  of  the  scales  of  tits 
balance,  on  thi»  side  or  on  that,  as  small  as  possible,  or  ^m 
the  writer  did  nul  frankly  speak  ont  what  ho  really  tlionght. 
The  reader  was  compelled  to  deduce  now  more  and  ih>w  lem, 
but  alway!)  somctliing,  by  his  own  conclusions,  and  of  ouurw: 
always  at  tbu  ruk  of  sc^ng  their  oorreeLneea  snbseqneaUy 
contested.  There  was  only  one  thing  of  which  there  waa  tiu 
doubt — that  Clay  was,  under  tbe  circamstaiivcs  existing,  up- 
posed  to  annexation.  But,  cou&idering  the  great  excilcinoiil 
throughout  tlie  whole  ouuulry,  tJiia  was  not  suthcieau  More 
definite  declarations  were  called  for  by  the  loft  wimgi  of  both 


I 

■ 


membeta  bappx,  [iKWpewnM  and  eatiaBed  wiUi  cacfa  ot^ar,  ntfaer  thaa  te 
•.Ucispt  to  inUodoce  aUea  memfaen.  n^siiirt tbtajmmoc  mowMit.  and  ritt 
tlieocrlaiatiroC  dfltpdismti4n<tfi.Tu." 
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Clay  pormitted  sach  declnrations  to  be  wrrated 
1,  and  he  threw  the  new  weight  into  the  ecale  of 

itIiQ  south, 
la  a  letter  of  the  Ist  of  Jnly,  1844,  to  St  P.  Miller,  of 
Ubh^nu,  Clay  r«pelK,  witli  some  ladignatloD,  Clie  inslnnii- 
Bon  that  he  had  iho  Rboliti'oiiists  in  mind  when  he  spoke 
of  the  oppixii tioii,  whose  opinions  and  wislies  should  tm 
taken  into  consideration,'  This  was,  unquestionably,  in  Lar- 
mony  with  the  tmtli,  hut  it  was  not  the  whole  truth.  Clay, 
wilh  diplomatic  reticence,  passed  over  thp  fact  that  the  first 
and  principal  reason  iif  tlio  opposition  of  the  states  which 
he  ha«I  chiefly  in  riew,  was  the  ext^msion  of  elavcrj-.  There 
waa,  indticd,  a  formal  but  no  muterial  justification  for  distin- 
guishing tliHs  strictly,  betweea  tlie  opposition  of  those  stntcfl 
»and  that  of  the  al>olitioni»t-d.  ITencc,  loo,  Clay,  on  thid  ac- 
cuiutt,  spoke  only  of  the  abolitionists  and  not  of  their  mo- 
tive. In  respect  to  tlie  latter,  indeed,  he  went  a  great  step 
beyond  his  first  letter,  but  allowed  himself  only  a  general 
remark  from  which  his  attitude  on  this  definite  point  might 
1)e  infernal:  he  iifijsnred  the  world  that,  personally,  be  had 
nothing  to  say  against  annexaiicm.' 

'"Ton  have  jnstly  oonMived  my  ineBJiins,  when  I  Deterred  in  m;Texu 
laUtrto  a  ooDoidetabLu  and  reep^clabta  porlian  of  tho  confederacy.  Aad 
7011  tnigbt  have  strengthened  yoar  coustrncticiti  of  Die  para^ntph,  bj  nt- 
areaoe  to  thn  fact,  that,  at  tba  Aniti  of  tny  totlpr.  the  Bb&tea  of  Ohio.  Ver- 
mont aad  UiUMclituett*  hod,  olmovt  unniiiniQUtl)',  dodnrcd  ogiiiiut  ad- 
nuiialioD.  .  .  .  A*  t«  tli«  tdtUi  of  my  conrtiDg  tfai?  abolitJonitls  it  in 
perfectly-  lUxurd.  No  man  in  iha  United  States  lia*  beeu  half  a*  much 
abwed  br  tivm  u*  I  havo  Wtn."  Nil.-it,  LXVI,  p,  372. 
•"  PenonnHy  I  could  bare  no  abjection  to  the  luuicx&tioa  of  Teiaa," 
It  ia  intnr^ting  to  note  how  plainly  it  npi>eare(]  that,  here  again,  ths 
nedifttinit  altitude  of  Gay  wiu  determined  by  tbn  g«Ofmiphicftl  titnatioa 
tt  Scntocky.  "  From  dovcl'jpmi'ntd  now  being  tnuiU'  in  SoittJi  Camlinit. 
It  ia  pprfpclly  muiifeit  t^iat  a  pAity  e^i«tit  in  thiLt  utat-  lufking  a  disoto- 
tion  of  the  Union,  and  for  that  pm-pow  mplMing  f  h»  {irotcitt  of  tb«  r#- 
jeotiom  of  Mr.  Tyler'i  abomboblo  trtaly.  Soutii  ('aroliiiA,  bcinir  mir- 
mmded  bgr  iliLre  lAatos,  would,  in  the  event  of  a  dinolutwa  of  the  Union, 
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He  (lid  not  succeed  now,  eltlier,  in  tliu  uutrue  willing  ont 
of  ilifFcronccs.  Adeniand  forplainerdecliirationscaniefnim 
Alnbaina.  In  hU  an&vrcr  of  tlio  27tli  ot  July,  l)o  ooafeflaed 
himself  »  friend  of  aitnexatioii,  in  case  it  could  1;e  hroagbt 
ubout  without  giving  ocaifiioii  to  the  objV-ctions  prcviuusly 
raised,  and  he  promised,  as  president,  to  allow  himself  to  be 
guided,  in  this  question,  by  the  ciroumstanoes  of  tho  innraoDt 
entirely.  He  still  accorded  ii  large  dpoce  amoug  these  to 
pntdic  opinion,  but  be  nottrithgtaoding  said  it  vraa  iinwiic 
tu  drop  aniicxulictii  for  the  sikke  of  filavcry.^ 

Tlic  iutcrnnl  iintrulh,  by  means  oE  which  Clay  wisliod  to 
convince  liim^lf  and  the  [Hiople,  that  tlie  ipicstiou  o[  auuex- 
Qtion  could  and  should  Im  judged  indeiKiiiduntly  of  the  qitet- 
tioii  of  slavery,  was  nude  entirely  clear  by  this  letter.  Tbic, 
however,  sntRced  to  make  tliofic  whigsdrop  away  from  him, 
who  cousidered  anccxation  an  tho  priucipd  quvetion  in  Uiu 
electoral  caiupaiga,  and  who  either  favored   it  or  naoon- 

MoSei  only  compuatin  cviUi  Wt  it  it  otberriaa  with  EmttKk;.  She  bat 
th«  txHiiiilao-  of  the  Ohio  nti'miin^  fiw  kuDdred  mike  on  Ui<<  tlirM  trw 
states — wbatTCould  h^-nhnditioa  be  in  tbeerentot  tbe  gnateat  eiUaffiil; 
tluttoouid  befall  tills  nation? 
"In  Kentucky.  thoTaswqaeationmUdotbeirfaigoaaBaDOiKqDdioe:." 
'"Bui,  genUeoLeiit  rouan  dcuioiugf  koomatcbr  wlial|ulicj  I  mwU 
bo  iruided,  in  Uie  cnat  of  ray  «l0(4ion  u  duet  iiia|p)(jub>  vt  Ihe  Vailei 
Stales,  in  reference  to  tbe  qaeation  of  tliv  mwexatioo  of  Tcsiu.  I  do  not 
think  it  light  to  antiounoe  in  advancn  what  will  be  th«  coiitw  at  a  Uitmr 
admiiuatintion  in  reapect  t«  a  qiwitiQn  with  a  foreigB  power,  t  faave,  Iww. 
ever,  no  heutati^a  in  Mvins  tluU,  f»r  from  hanngr  anr  penmal  otoectioB 
to  the  annetatioD  of  Tescaa.  t  Bhtmid  be  gUd  to  an-  It,  witliotil  Oiibuaor— 
withoat  vnu,  with  thv  cotamoa  cuiUKiit  of  the  Union,  muI  upon  jtst  aixl 
fur  t«nnt.  [  do  not  tbink  th;it  the  nitifect  ot  ilaTeqr  oiqibt  ta  iJbH  tb> 
qneation,  on«  vraj  <x  the  otber.  Whether  Tenu  be  indepoideBt,  of  iBflBr- 
poratcd  in  the  United  States,  Idonot  butiereitwiUiwuloiigrorsharienlhB 
dtuuLiou  of  Uial  uutiliitioa.  it  n  destined  to  bceonH)  pxtint^  at  sum*  dtf 
tnnt  djiy ,  in  lur  t>piiitcio,  by  the  opernliou  of  lh«  inevitaUe  Uwa  of  populft- 
tion.  It  woold  he  unwise  to  rttme  a  pennaoentacqutiitian.  wtuch  will 
cniit  u  Ion;  M  th«  giobt  remains,  en  aeooont  of  a  tonponu;  inautulian." 
Niles.  LXVl.  p.  439. 


Cl^T  OS  AXKEXATIOH. 


668 


lally  rejected  it  because  of  sluTcry.    A  very  Urge  ina- 
of  the  party  w»^  indeed,  satisfied  to  see  the  deciaion 
indefinitely  pottpouod;  but  it  vas  a  question,  whether  tho 
ipsne  of  the  electioa  would  uot  dcjjeiid  on  the  two  mutually 

I  opposed  eniftll  minontles  which  Clay  had  alienated  frora 
himself  hy  bi&  halE-wuy  position. 
Yau  Btireu  agreed  with  Clay  \a  all  tliat  was  eaeential.     A 
certaiu  Uammet,  a  reprcsetitativo  from  Missiaeippl,  had  writ* 
ten  tliu  letter  which  was  intended  to  make  Mm  state  his 
views,  on  the  27th  oT  Marcli.    Yau  Buren  delajod  tho  uiak- 
iug  of  tliem  public,  to  the  taat  moment,  iu  order  that  he 
might  Icuvc  hie  opponentti  in  the  ])arty  as  little  time  as  pos- 
sible to  turn  them  to  acconut  in  the  nominating  oonvontioii. 
He  had  left  himself  time  enough  to  make  his  anfiwur,  dated 
the  SOth  of  April,  proof  againat  any  objccllon  on  account  of 
awant  of  clearness,  and  ho  had  allowed  himeelEepacecnougb 
to  leave  nothing  uii^id  whicli  it  wm  important  to  say.    But 
tlie  very  circumfituucc,  that  tlio  eizo  of  hii>  answer  was  more 
in  keeping  with  u  broubure  than  with  a  letter,'  must  hare 
awakened  tlie  suspicion  that  in  both  reepeoUhia  endeavor  had 
been  the  very  reverse.    And  so  it  was.    It  is  diegastiog  to 
follow  tlie  cudlces  meandering  paths  by  which  bo  seeks  to 
creep  tbrougli  the  tliorny  hedge  which  shut  him  off  from 
the  parly  nomination  ivUicb  ^vas  already  considered  entirely 
I      certain.     It  was  a  hard  task,  for  while,  under  the  esistingcir- 
BcumslAuce?,  be  wn«  obliged  to  dcctai-e  himself  decidedly  op- 
^■pofted  to  annexation,  be  had  to  justify  the  entire  (K>licy  of 
^^Uackeon'e  and  of  bis  own  administration  towjird&  Texas  and 
^Blexico.    And,  in  addition  to  this,  there  was  the  chief  point, 
^^in  respect  to  whicb  spoeeb  and  eilciicc  were  equally  ruinous. 
With  two  oWiire  allusions,  he  akima  over  the  slavery  quc*- 
tiou,  wlmperiug  in  tlieeai-a  of  the  hard  souUiei-a  niaatere,  that 

'  It.  fills  in  "  Niles'  KegtsUir."  tvrdvu  uid  un«>htill  columns  of  one  ban* 
,  cloMljr  printed  linet  eadi.    Ibid.,  pp.  153-137. 
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Uiey  ftbould,  indctNl,  beliovo  liim;  that  he  was  now,  lu  he  had 

been  before,  the  uurthero  man  with  soutlierD  priiiciple&.' 

Tn  rain  Jnokson  himself  weiitsuretv,  that  the  ttigeol  KiD- 
Jerh(M>k  might  be  trusted,  ami  tlutt  he  would  jn^ritiit  hiuuolf 
to  be  selrighL^  Tbeeoutbctn  wioggOTcnied  the  part^,  and 
it  was  rcAolvcd,  under  no  circiiiostances,  to  allow  that  to  he 


■ "  Tht  preant  c<n<litioa  of  thnrriKtiOBi  betveen  Vemo  Bad  Texw  naj 
toon  b«  w  te  cbao^  w  to  wmkeo.  uxl  pednps  to  obviat«  «Bt[i«f;f ,  the 
olijecticin*  aoaiiat  Um  immtdbte  umexation  of  the  UUm-  to  tb^  Tmtrd 
Stata,  wliidt !  ban  here  Mt  fctOi,  aad  to  plaoe  tlie  qnoMiOD  oa  dtStKBl 
rnnt&da.  9Knld  aidi  a  vtato  of  thisst  inn,  and  t  be  band  ta  cbBt^c  id 
tfap  irapOBtiMe  doti^  of  jurraidpnU  fou  suif  Im  annml  that  I  wnuld  mart 
(be  qaabon,  if  tlivn  present^  to  me,  wiUi  a  noHve  deun  to  i>tinnot#  tb* 
molt  aiiich  I  bdiend  bert  calodaced  to  idraBoe  tbe  pennaont  mUtte 
of  Uw  Aolfl  ooaabT.  In  tiw  diKfaaiga  of  tbii,  the  comiaOB  da^  Ht  ifl 
our  public  tiiBrtwwarieB.  IwooldnotaUow'niwtf  toboiaflaoKmlk^leait 
or  aidjoail  fMbagiL  I  am  aot,  I  need  batdly  a>jr  to  jou.  an  ontiied  ooa 
in  nj  ifi^omtioa  «c  »biIilT  todisnyard  aoj  f(«liiijt  of  that  chacad«t  in  lb> 
dndiaigo  of  official  datin.  Too.  u  veil  ■  ail  dben,  bare  tbenlife  it 
ImA  tosam  gtwioii  OD  wfaicb  to  fcna  to  opinioD  u  to  tfa«  pn^iaUe  SitO^ 
iritb  wbicb  tbeoo  Mimuw  wooU  b«  oineiTed. 

'■  .  .  .  B,  lAer  the  wfeeto  nlyeot  had  fana  bRxifbC  btfcn  tlv 
conatn'.  Bad  fnUj  dMowaed.  at  A  now  «ill  be,  tfae  acaate  and  bo«M  tl 
loptwwntBthw.  a  burye  poctioo  a<  tba  fotsMK.  and  ths  vfaofe  of  ibe  lattar 
h^ag  cfacaen  by  tbe'  peofJa,  atlcr  tfaft  <)aMtiaB  oi  *■■■•*""""  bad  baa 
tnogbt  brfan  tbe  eooatiT  bx  tia  aatar*  aMadtntaaa.  ilmild  tifaa  an 
opfa^  la  favor  «tf  ■aBeaatien,!  «««ild  bcU  ik  to  be  laj  futberdolrti 
anplo;^  the  atoottvc  poartr  to  cany  into  foil  lad  Ear  e&ct  tfae  «tib«  ti 
n  imjahi J  of  Ifae  peopto  of  tha  fOMLtaii  italo,  thai  ooMtitalionaltT'  Md 
^alnnnlj  opcoatd." 

"•"Itaaaotdottbtw  ifiaaihi  wilbont  i^tegtbat  Bjnyaidfor  Mr. 
"TtoBaH^baogmfcaadnytnalrliBBiahklftwof  «o«ntivMrtc^itb- 
vaad br w kny aad Btfaoate aa  "  i  '  '  m.  Ibiil  iHMlfflu  mw  «a  tba 
■Bbi«et  (tbe  iiiiiFTilioH  of  Traaa]  can  ttaagu  w^  Oftxiioa  of  bin  dtendv. 
Ho  hai  cridraUj  i«n>an4  bi>  Vtter  boa  a  kaoaMlse  oaly  <rf  tbe  cbcan- 
•bamibMBBiroalbetalseeta*  tbK7aUe<lattb«daadt  bia  Mlallil 
Itabon.  wilboot  a  WW  rf  tb«  ili*clu«TOB»  nee  mdcaad  wUcb  anaiM 
Ibft  IsoUUBtjr  (J  adBBgooot  bitRfcreaor  afthtbvtftnoftk^^a 
fnoffapMnc."  A.  Jaefaontotbtaaaraf  tte -Naibnlla17Mai,'*)te 
18.1944.    KiU'&«^LX¥I.f^3& 


I 

■ 
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postponod  till  to-moiTow  wliicli  coiiM  be  done  loJay.  Vnii 
Bumn'it  mUierenlB  had  now  to  suffor  because  ihoy  were  the 
first  to  eiuinciatc  the  rule,  tJialtlio  party  would  liave  to  mako 
the  iiiiin  their  Miiidi<1ule  for  wliom  thegreatofit  Dumber  of 
vutee  could  bo  obtttincd.*  This,  unqneiitionabty,  conld  bo 
oluime*!  no  louger  for  Vua  Bureii,  for  tbo  anDexationisls  ware 
resolved  not  to  yield,  bcentiee  they  were  convinced  that  the 
reslBtAnte  would  rather  submit  thnn  perei^t  in  tlieir  resiet- 
miw-  nt  the  risk  o(  wlUtmsing  tlia  disruption  of  llio  party. 
The  Sper/atnr,  whieli  wiw  considered  Callioiin's  organ  in 
Washington,  formally  announced  that  it  was  superfluous  to 
talk  any  Iimgpr  of  Van  Biiren'a  candidacy.'  Tlie  groat  ma- 
jority  of  the  delfgataa  to  the  convpiition  were,  indeed,  either 
expressly  inetnirttd  to  vote  for  Van  Biireii  or  chosen,  con. 
fcBsedly.  on  the  supposition  that  they  would  declare  !□  hi« 
fwor,  Thio,  howcrer,  did  not  disturb  "  the  emiUl  but  pow- 
erful party  "  of  the  opponent*.  For  weeks,  It  had  applied 
itselt  IQ  its  tnole-like  work  in  Washington,  with  the  greatest 
energ;^'-  The  question  of  anncxatiun  which  shook  the  Union 
to  its  base,  was  not  only  to  be  decided  before  an  op[H^rtiinity 
was  »fferi>d  to  the  people  to  assnnie  Bonie  atlitnde  towards 
it,  in  a  general  election,  but  tlie  decision  wae  to  be  given  by 
aprotident  who  wan  to  be  forced  on  the  party  contrary  to  it« 
declared  will,  so  far  as  anything  whatever  could  be  said  of 


'  "To  iwontun  which  of  the  dctnocrAtio  condidbtM  ia  liln^ly  to  oonoes- 
bate  the  nwiatiiiimbtTof  nlea  in  Ih^fWiion,  b  the  ofaviaui  path  I);  which 
tk*  conrMiliijii  imirt  apjirunch  ita  otijLict."  Addras  to  the  dmtocnicy  of 
the  United  StBtcu  of  '  >  ttivait  d  Sir.  Tui  B'ona,  m  the  Disbict  of  G»luBf 
hia."    PalloflS43.    Ibid..  LXV.  p.  it. 

* "  W«  bavo,  for  six  months,  looked  to  Mr.  Van  Kuien  as  the  cuididato 
olUwdcmocmti'Cpiuty  fw  the  prrMd'^ncy,  and  ezpocb.'d  m  such  tosuppait 
him,  Bc  we  hul  done  at  Die  hut  »ll!(^tio^.  Mr.  Calhonn'*  friendfl  in  Vlr- 
ginia  cdApcnted  with  all  thttir  uol  with  hIa  frirad*  la  Ihiy  I(bt«  el^ctJons. 
Rut  Tezai  baa  dmnjed  him ;  and  ooinudennfr  him  mm  l^nide  the  pmiden- 
tiitl  canTwa,  wc  *bftU  bcronftcr  <«y  bgt  Lttlo  ooaceimnEf  him  in  cooacctioa 
with  tioB  hiirh  oUoe."    Nilca,  LS  Vt,  p.  m. 
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an  c.\pn>«eioa  of  Cbc  will  oE  Uie  people,  in  rdatioD  to  tha 
setting  up  of  a  candidate.  It  vas  of  do  avmit  Uiat,  lu  has 
alroadr  been  Hud,  the  democratic  representntivee  of  Obio,iB 
a  circnJar  to  tbcir  coristitnents,  dated  tlie  Itt  of  Maj,  sol- 
emnly denounced  the  intrigae.'  The  moral  iudigniition  inn»t 
liave  seemed  very  weak  to  tlie  person  who  hn>l  caught  a 
glirnpio  behind  th«  curtain,  and  who  knew  how  Van  Boren 
had  been  made  a  candidate  of  the  "  people."  It  now  fiuiied 
those  attAcIced,  for  the  nio«t  part,  jaet  as  well  to  ooniinne  la 
play  the  game  above  board.  Of  what  avail  wraa  the  half-iniB 
moralizingabont  thedcclared  will  of  the  people,  in  reUtion  to 
persons,  auiong  whom  those  men  had,  in  |)art,  most  to  eaj  who 
had  tbemwlvce  done  their  beet  to  nmuufactoro  tiiut  will.  2*0 
one  had  striven  againeC  Calboiin  in  favor  of  Vau  Btiren 
more  devotedly,  fervently  and  suocesofully  than  Tboniu 
Ritchie  of  X\iQ  Riehnumd  EnquiriT.  And  Ritcliie,  the  chair- 
man of  the  democratic  state  eommittoe  of  YirgiDia.now  de- 
manded on  the  3d  of  May,  in  a  party  meeting,  tlie  reeaUof 
the  instractione  given  to  the  delegates.'  Since,  moreoitfi 
the  bad  result  of  the  town  election*  in  Virginia,  Connecticnl, 
Maryland  and  New  York  had  greatly  demoralized  Van 
Bnren's  adlierenta,  they  certainly  cotUd  not  crpoct,  spite  <A 
all  inetructiond,  to  liavc  an  easy  position  against  tlie  miuority, 
which  declared  itself  irrevocably  determined  to  play  va 
hanpte!  on  tbc  card  Texas.* 

'Lo, 

'"Setolved,  Ttat  tho  darwcralic  cmliBl  cotnmltlce  ba  nepenttA  forth- 
with  to  una  on  addrem  to  tlw  duaoenbe  l>aitp  of  Tbigiaia  tuyins  tlrt 
WMMK  and  pcwnpt  «x[««tdaD  of  tfa«u^  opinkm  OD  the  aolgect  flf  a  rv-aimai- 
aticnof  Texan  to  ll»  Vtum — the  propriGtyof  reliftray  thrirdrtt^ataln 
tbe  BaltiDWre  coov«ntigQ  fa«a  Uis  iaabtuctitnu  wbioli  now  bind  Umn. 
leaiiias  l^em  to  tBe  eicttiM  of  a  wuod  diaavdoo,  or  ovmn  to  uutiuct  Ibem. 
if  tbeyil«cniit«i<«li«inttodom,  to  out  ihe  Tat«  of  Vii^pnis  bbtrcU 
men  kntnrn  and  pledged  lo  bo  tn  £avDt  of  MinetutMo,  and  "  etc    L  c. 

■Tbe ''Sintfa  Caraliiuikn/' puUiiiied  in  Colambia.  iratMoa  •&»  aethaf 
Mar-.  "HtcwatbiideeplraodaltiKMttuuutinKKudranniMdflalfaiqwr 
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Tt  was  certain  that  the  majority  of  tlie  dcmocmtic  national 
convcntifjii  which  met  in  Baltimore  on  tJie  37th  of  Kay, 
woultl  vuto  for  Tau  Bnren;  but  it  was  yet  to  bo  determined 
wbetliei'  tlicv  would  desire  hia  nomination  also.  £voq  before 
tUcexmnination  of  credentials  had  been  bej^in,  ihe  minority  of 
the  annexationists  opened  tlio  battle  against  the  official  Van 
Buren  majority.  Saundera,  of  North  Carolina,  eheckmated 
tbcm  by  the  motion  to  adopt  the  rules  of  the  national  con- 
fvention  of  ]S32,  as  llie  order  of  bnainess.'  By  hi«  side  stood 
"Walker,  of  iMiest&sippi,  in  the  role  of  furious  Ilagen  (i)f  the 
Kiboluugenlied),  of  tbo  annexationist--*,  and  Van  Biircn'a 
hoiie*t  wlherents  were  led  by  B.  F.  Butler,  of  New  York, 
who  waSf  at  one  time,  the  chief  of  Van  Bureii's  eabiiict.  The 
decisive  point  in  Saundeis's  motion  was  the  proviiiion  tliat 
two-tliirdd  of  all  the  votes  thonid  he  reqaieite  to  a  nomino- 
tioii.  It  hwX  been  eo  lield,  in  the  convention  of  1832,  and 
in  that  of  1835,  after  the  laiu-r  had  first  declared  a  eimple 
roajurity  to  be  sufficient.    Van  Buren'a  partisans,  therefore, 


anneiBtJon.    ThU  quMtJon  nhkorh*  all  othf^n.    Ktcti  th&t  dl-itV 

and  lUI-nnruptJa);  one,  tho  piwiiiwicy,  innla  into  insipnificanca 

rit.    Whiles  tknd  democmtx  <lirop  »U  tbeir  old  party  difTcrt-nccs.  and 

runite  OB  it  like  biothnn  —  th<>  i]cmi)cniU  Rpiian>[iUy  t')  nmuji;  ildeI  th» 

Hirbi^.  alsQ,  vnlh  the  rxc^tioa  of  the  luoet  I>lin<lly  inlatuabed  lujiixirtera 

Hr.  Clar.    All  oth<-n  mvm  intrtinctiTclsr  to  feel  thftt  this  is  a.  queirttoii, 

tliot  af  pa.rtj;  but  of  country,  And,  to  the  Miith,  «n#  of  nHtolut^  M-lC-pKser- 

'  vAtiriD.    Over  lliR  loiilh,  nnii  wtite  otiier  portjani  of  other  Hctions,  Ur. 

[Tun  Btm^n  is  dropjM>il  by  hia  moit  deroted  (ollowew.    Tho  people  nro  r«- 

||pii.«inir  their  dclecaln  to  the  BftlUiunre  convention  tram  tbHr  iiutmctioiii 

Ifo  votefhrhiiD,  andinuiyof  th?d<?I'>ptt««thettu>Flve8nradeGLaniiffapdnftt 

him;  ajid  if  there  wexe  ooly  time  for  concert  of  notion,  ho  vould  not  proV 

My  liiivD  noAiTtd  a  tbtrle  vtAx  (roui  tfa<>  Roiitli.    For  wuit  of  this  oonoeTt 

be  may  bvrr  been  nominat«d  by  the  conrcntion  (which  wa«  to  iD<>ot  on 

MondiLir  liut)  —  prohably  wiu  no.  under  the  ligjd  purt/  ducipliDii  wfaicL 

L«»(mr«1  tli«>  nppointmi-ntof  lh<-  di!lcgst««.    Our  lata  piivate  lettm  fou 

I  Wn»hinfft«D  iadicute  wi  mucb,  but  >a:F  that  if  he  it,  &  third  cmididate.  In 

ifcivfir  of  nnneiatjoii.  will  aamredly  b*  nominatBd,"     Nilet.  liXVI.  p,22B 

'  I  foOow  tlio  report  in  Nilcs.  LXVI.  pp.  S11-S18. 
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•took  to  pla}'ii4;  coiiiedjr  when  the/  repreaeoted  SKODdwi'B 
rantion  as  an  cntin^Iv  uiilauini-of.  monstrotis  offense  agaioit 
the  democratic  priociple  of  tbc  rule  of  Uio  luojority.  I£  ooa 
placoil  liiiiifiutf  un  the  groiuid  of  pure  theorjr,  the  measure 
might,at  tlic  first  hliiah,  Bcom  very  eipodieiit;  for  did  it  not 
become  more  pnjbnble,  tluit  it  would  bo  possible  to  farijtg  the 
wliole  »Lrengtli  of  the  pnrtj  into  the  field,  the  luoro  ananl- 
mously  the  confidential  mcti  oi  the  peo|db  luul  decided  in  Caror 
of  n  candidate!  Moreover, acombinstion  of  the  largoratRtea 
liad  the  uinjority  uf  the  del^atcB,  hut,  bj  no  menus,  thai  of 
the  party  also.'  Oq  the  other  hand,  it  woa  retuorlfcd  by  the 
oHicr  side,  that,  if  any  one  vrm  to  yield,  it  evidently  bccaani 
the  minority  to  do  ao,  and  that  it  should  iiot  be  auppoaad 
tiiat  the  miLJorily  would  do  so.  If  it  were  in  the  powerof 
Hie  minority  to  put  obstacles  Ja  the  way  of  erary  cuudidaia 
of  thn  i^iple  mujority,  it  might,  perhaps,  happen  that  the 
niianiinity  which  eeeitied  eo  eifpedieol  luighl  bo  obtained 
only  for  a  man  whom  no  one  liad  greatly  de^red  in  fact. 
and  of  wliom  the  people  knew  scarcoiy  more  than  the  nave. 
The  Clicory,  indeed,  might  have  been  wrangled  ofcr  to  the 
end  of  daye,  and  much  be  brought  forward  in  favor  of  both 
Bidas.  Only  one  thing  whm  incontestable^  that  neither  the 
one  theory  nor  the  other  afforded  any  gtiarouty  whatever, 
of  an  agroerariit  between  tlic  resolutions  of  tho  conventioa 
aiid  tho  wislies  of  the  people.  And,  indeed,  the  run]  qiM- 
tion  woe.  by  no  means,  how  these  wishes  might  be  re«UniI 
most  surely.     The  only  point  at  lesuc  waa,  which  (fronp  of 


I 


'  Waikortuid!  " Tht  irtate  of  Nto  TnA,  Pi-nairlnuiia,  Ohfe, aod  m 
or  two  uUicn.  ribiliitAl  a  m^ontj  of  rotes  ia  lb?  eoDvcnUoii,  but  OoUdldj 
ihejr  K'pToaeat*!]  a  larsn  minonl7  of  the.  iloiticwnu^.  .  .  .  H'  cnoei 
'adcportuTo  troiatlietirt>-thirdntloas»nal'«iiilou>oei)to(d»iiiacMtkt  prtt- 
dples;  it  waa  to  mign  ill  ih"  iiopen  autl  pmsfwrt*  <•'■  ■  <f  Ih*  our 

trol  (>f  a  Diisoritr,  and  coulJ  but  lermmat«  in  Aiaot^  .  '.  ,nn"a  ibl 

defeat;     ...    it  wsa    ...    to  coiuign  tlie  (letbucnUic  forij  fai  tha 
hAnli  of  Ihoaa  vfaOM  motto  wwikl  appear  to  tM  '  rul«  or  luia.'" 


« 
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politicianii  should  obtain  die  victory  over  the  other.  Tlie 
aagnr»  langlied  Id  ono  another's  fdce  nt  their  discussionn  of 
l)ie  principles  involval.  Butter,  tlierefore,  soon  gave  up 
wasting  tlie  strengtli  of  liis  langs  on  titem.  With  rpfreshiny 
sobriety  and  a  frankncBs  deserving  of  recognition,  he  put  tlxe 
qneetion  in  controversy  thus:  We  have  the  mftjority  for 
Van  IJnmi;  if  Sftiinders'»  motion  is  adopted,  it  is  all  tu'er 
with  our  man.'  When  to  this  he  addwi  that  the  minority 
would  bring  it  to  eiicli  a  pa»8,  by  their  etubbornncss,  that 
the  convention  wonid  dissolve  witliout  reaching  any  result, 
lie  knew,  better  thau  any  odo  else,  how  vain  was  the  tlireat' 
The  diseueeions  relating  to  the  principles  involved  were 
ly  Bmoke  and  dniit;  but  tlie  fight  over  Saundera's  lootion 
was  most  bitterly  eeriong.     And  yet,  even  this  latter  would 

^'  "Hn  ha<l  been  appointed  a  delegate  to  tho  coamatioD,  uid  accepted 
atiala.  sa  did  his  colleju^iua,  vrilli  innLnictJuti*  to  (upiwrt  and  do 
tOitirpuwcr  to  s'.-cuii;  tbn  tiouiiniiti«ii  oC  &ccdiuii  pentou.  By  con- 
■nitiDft  to  Uip  adoption  of  tli*>  twu-lhiril  nik,  W  witli  lli«iii  would  jnove 
unlaitJihil  to  their  (nut  And  tinar  honor.  He  knew  veil  thnt  ia  voting  bf 
•uaplv  miuoritjr,  the  friend  lie  vroA  pledipKl  to  rapport  would  receive  ten  to 
ftlteen  m^ontj^,  anil  oonMHiuetilly  tbi>  ooniinatiaii.  If  two-thirdB  Bhould 
be  requireil  to  uiukti  ti  <,-hi>i;:e.  tiiat  frit^nd  must  inentably  be  defeated,  and 
tliat  defeat  caun>l  by  tlic  KClioit  ot  »Uitet  wbitrii  could  not  bn  diiiined  u 
(Unioentiic.''  Tiut  lut  oncxtaoii  mi^bt  hn/n  been  r«i7  Mtilj'  TCrilied,  and 
it  WBB(  Nt  all  evmtt,  a  ponitiUUj  which  wiu  of  gn'ut  inlrn'tt  tor  (Jn;  theo- 
nlical  discuHioa.  fiuUer  oulf  forjpot  tboX  New  Tork  belonged  to  Uic  statca 
in  which  a  democratic  victory  wa*  n-iy  doubtful.  Dickiiuwn.'of  Nsw  Yoik. 
taid:  "  Ho  biul  no  obji-ction  to  momben  ffiving  Mr.  Viui  Uuton  u  vot«  oC 
tiro-tbinU — bcBLould  mjoico  to  see  it  —  but  Uiat  gcntleniiui  wueuUUed 
tothenominftliwri  nt  tb«  humlsof  imi^oriLf.  It  vras  true  Nev  York  bad 
W«B  d«feal«d  in  thd  luri  rontot,  but  kU;  wvold  aot  only  ckII  upon  Her- 
nial, but  put  tiiu  xlxnildu-  to  tiia  irbud  in  gvod  oanint  in  Ui«  D''xt." 
' "  Ho  iir^diuted.  if  the  rule  aboutd  be  oini^,  diNaetab«iai«ut  and  IbiaJ 
long  up  uf  Ihc  party.  If  pcorlo  perairtL-d  in  going  for  meu,  and  ciol 
^meBinrvci,  a  bla£k  &»g  would  be  raised  ovnr  thfni  —  lhi»  pull  of  d^ath 
would  d;nnid  tlicir  bupn,  and  a  funurul  dirgo  might  he  »uag.  The  oou- 
miiUon  would  have  to  udjourti  tint  tfi«  wttiioul  vffwbng  a  nomiaatioB 
kt.«lL'* 
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bavobeen  nsdew  and  Rimleas  tnlk,  n-ere  it  not  ihat  botli 
Bides  knev  very  well  that  Vitti  Buron  could  count  on  more 
TOtCft  than  he  hnd  friends  in  the  convention.  Yet,  Wrtnallr, 
ttie  deoieioD  lay  witli  the  simple  majority,  since,  tn  o^1e^  to 
ns^iii-e  Van  Buren's  triamph,  »\\  that  they  needed  to  do  wu 
to  decline  Saunders*ii  proposition.  Bnt  that  proposition  wib 
adoptixi  by  the  respectable  majority  of  one  hnudred  and 
forty-eight  ngiLiii&t  one  hundred  and  eighteen  vnteA.  It  is  a 
remarkable  fact,  that,  of  tlie  nays,  tliero  vero  only  fourteen 
from  the  slave  states:  the  seven  belon-ring  to  3li$eoiiri,  which 
was  entirely  under  Benton's  influence;  five  —  exactly  the 
half  of  the  delegation  —  of  always  moderate  North  Carolina, 
and  two  out  of  Maryland's  eight  votes.  The  «outh  was  al- 
raoiit  lunuiitnoiiH  against  Van  Buron,  that  is,  id  favor  of  the 
immediate  annexation  of  Texas;  and  the  north,  io  great  part, 
supplied  tlie  men  who  handed  Van  Buren  over  to  his  eneuiiea 
witli  a  kiKS.  Ho  was  paid  the  bootless  camptiiiicnt  of  a  nm- 
jority  vole,  bul,  u  early  as  the  second  ballot,  he  had  only  a 
iDinority,  nlthongh  he  distanced  all  liis  oomiwtitors  nntll  the 
fourtli.  Ite  was  then  outflanked  by  Cnse,  who,  howoTor,  wm 
not  able  to  suooeed  in  obtaining  a  majority.  The  nnmber 
of  votes  cast  for  him  decreased  on  the  ^'^th  ballot,  and  now 
the  name  of  Goremor  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  appeared,  for  ths 
first  time,  bqt  he  received  only  forty-fonr  rotoo.  The  demo- 
crats of  Tennessee  hml  pre.«pnted  Polk's  name  as  a  candidate 
for  the  vic»- presidency,'  but  only  once,  and  only  a  few  day* 
before,  wa^  a  scarcely  perceptible  intimation  thrown  ritit  llisl 
he  might  bo  selected  for  the  presidency.*  The  ninth  ballot 
was  interrupted.    The  Virginia  delegation,  which  had  been 

'  Nil«,  3XV,  p.  S43. 

*"  WeBwas^Qc^maof  lb.  Fo&  luid  otiien  will  be  arced  povatdr 
or  puUid;.  aod  aOor  two  or  thiee  boUotinits.  tfaoe  win  be  a  undi*!.  lutf- 
monious  and  rtnnff  tuioe  apon  qdo  of  UMm.  vlift  will  W  halM  ■•  V» 
cwididate  of  the  gimt  detDOcrntk  portj  wilb  enthiiAum  aad  naaniimlir/ 
NuhfiUe  Dnion.  Hftf  S3,  ISU.    Ibid.,  LX7I.  >  235. 
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nooely  in  favor  of  Simuders'  proposition,  painfully 
sHted  that  It  had  to  give  Vnn  Burcu  up  and  cast  its  vote 
for  Polk.  TIh'b  wss  tlie  signal  for  the  end  of  the  sorr^  busi- 
ness. "Polk!"  "Polkl"  was  now  heard  on  cvcrj-  side. 
The  states  which  Imd  already  voted  were  now  permitted  to 
correct  their  vote,  and  Polk  reociv«d  t!ie  untiro  two  hundred 
and  sixty-six  votes.' 

Tlie  election  of  the  vicc-presidont  did  not  bike  much  time. 
On  tlie  vury  first  ballot,  Situs  Wright  received  nearly  all  the 
votes.  Benton  was  of  opinion  ttiat  this  choice  proved  th&t 
Vim  Enreu  was  thrust  aside,  not  so  innch  on  account  of 
hill  attitude  towards  the  question  of  annexation  aa  hecanBe 
this  question  of  annexation  bad  been  need  to  bring  tlie  in- 
triguoft,  which  had  been  long  carried  <»ri  ajraJnst  him,  to  a 
happy  terminntion.*  It  h  incont<Mtably  trne  that  many 
democratic  politiciaDS  did  not  want  to  have  anytliing  to  do 
wilii  Van  BiirL-n,  under  any  circunifltanct.'*.  But  to  infer 
from  the  election  of  Wriglit,  who  entertained  the  siime  views 
on  ttie  question  of  annexation,  that  the  latter  was  not  the 
ebtcf  and  decisive  element,  \e  a  blnnder  of  which  »o  old  a 
politician  Bbould  not  Imve  l)econie  guilty.  Wright  recom- 
mended  himself  to  the  convention  by  these  very  opinions, 
and  by  the  fact  that  he  was  from  New  York.  The  nnnexa- 
tionistB  now  as  little  feared  to  eee  tlieir  circle  disturbed  by 
Wright  ae  vioe-preeident,  as  the  wings  expected  any  evil  to 
them  four  years  Itefore  from  the  uomimition  of  Tyler.  They 
flftv  in  these  elements  only  the  sugar  which  wns  to  sweeten 
Van  Bnren's  deftyit  and  Polk's  nomination  for  the  Inke- 
warm  and  the  rceistants.    Uenee,  Wright's  decided  declina- 

'  KctUewvll.  of  Baltimore,  (uwimpumed  liia  lamentatiOD  orer  Uie  fact 
tkatSonthCniotiiinhadaentaodeleefttkin,  with  the  pretty  remarlt:  "Tlio 
Mnvatioii  had  paand  thraosh  the  refining  fin,  and  like  gold  tru  nov  tha 
purer  fw  iL"  

'IliouiM  Benton  to  0«n.  Van  Antwerp,  June  9^  1644.  Nilca.  LXVI, 
p.  814. 
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tiou  n-as,  by  DO  means,  agreeable  to  tbcna.  ThU  wak,  indeed, 
of  DO  great  in]p<HiaDcc.  People  amiled  at  cbe  satfaiisiMt 
UcOiuQis,  o£  Alissonri,  wlio  laonchcd  bis  anathcnw  at  tioa 
disBOlving  coDventioa  because  of  the  fraod  which  it  bad 
inaoticcd  on  the  party  and  the  cotrntry.'  Tot  Bntlrr  baid, 
immediately  nftor  yirg:iniA  had  declared  in  faror  o{  Polk, 
drawD  a  letter  oF  Viui  ijoren's  out  of  his  pockM,  wbieh  had 
bc«D  nn^ioiiiily  kept  secret,  in  which  the  Utter  Authorized 
bim  to  withdraw  his  name  at  any  time^  and  then  vent  M'er 
with  the  New  York  delegation,  with  a  lond  floariah  ol 
trampet«,  into  Potk^  eanp.  The  gentlemen  knew  too  watt 
how  ri^d  tlM  dtseiplin*  of  tlie  ma^ee*  was,  u>  permit  than 
to  be  oTer  solieitoaa  eunceming  the  irreeoncilablei 
the  dissatifified. 

The  reeulCB  of  the  Baltimore  oonvention  made  the 
tionists  certain  that  tbey  woald  reach  the  goal  the^ 
tbomsclvefi  in  case  tfae  demfK-rotic  partywas  vletorioas;  tiuf 
could  rely,  ab^olntvly,  on  Poll;,  and  the  pai^  ba<d  been  far- 
mally  pledged  to  annexation.*  Tbey  had  taken  tfae  praoaa- 
U*on  to  make  themselves  mre  of  tbe  fntnie.  in  thia  maatMr 
&nt,  before  tbey  allowed  a  dedstoa  on  the  auoeiatioa  inaty 
to  be  miide.  It  ii»  said  tliat  CaUionn  obtaiDed  from  Archw, 
of  Virginia,  the  chairman  of  tbe  committee  oa  foreign  aSain, 
tbo  solemn  promice  that  be  would  dehiy  the  aenale  faifj 
days.  Benton 'a  saMrtion  that  this  term  was  fixed  with  leb- 
tioD  to  tbe  Baltimore  conreatioa,  wbieh  mat  two  days 
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*  **  U  hai  ooBniitted  a  Bra>  Eiatiil — a  fnnd  npflD  tha  dcBMcastK 
ft  fnwd  vpco  tfaa  coaaCiT'.  Itfoaestnatit — SCvi^m  will  pa  «fHai  it -- 
I  dflMoaw  it  I  kBOV  thmt  li  m  natttm  te  ijwcid  man  faraidi  npw  tb 
M^oactbcre,  but  tbe  peopb  vill  aee  it.  Mid  treat  it  ai  it  diMnwloto 
tmUAd." 

*  "Boolred.  .  .  .  tl»t  tfar  ir^xntpatiaa  ci  Oagoa  snd  Ite  ir 
tttomhoaid  TexMftttbs  eulJett  |T''*^rittt rni-*  'tt gnrt  AmrifT 
mnoatn,  wluctt  Uua  oODnatioa  wtomaiwidi  lo  tim  cadial  mj^qvl  ti  Ht 
danccnaTaCtbaDBJOQ."    Nda.  LXTI.  ^  £27. 
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i»  uo^jflMlffilbl}'  well  founded.  However,  the  sdtninistnt- 
tton  pretended  that  this  long  ilcluT  wns  aslcod  only  becaiiBe 
Mexico's  auewcr  to  the  rotifieation  of  the  treaty  wne  to  arrive 
by  the  last  day  of  that  term.'  Bat  tliis  time  might,  cer. 
trthdy,  have  been  shortened  a  little;  or  by  dispatching  the 
snewi>r  to  Pitclccnhiini  immediately  atter  the  eloM  of  the 
treaty,  eome  days  might  hare  been  gtined.  If  no  regard 
whatcrer  was  had  for  the  convention,  Uiia  liberality  as  to 
linne,  was.  to  soy  the  least,  siir[>rising;  since,  according  to 
Cftlhonn,  England'd  evil  intentions  made  the  greatest  dis- 
patch the  highest  duty  of  the  United  States.  And  what  was 
expected  of  this  whole  correspondence  with  Mexico!  Mex- 
ico waa  denied  all  right  to  eay  a.  word  in  the  ti-ansaction  be- 
_tww?n  the  United  States  and  Texas,  and  the  treaty  brand-new 
now  sent  to  it»  with  the  excnlpatory  assnrance,  that  the 
policy  of  England  hod  left  the- United  StAtes  no  poesibility  for 
a  previona  iindewtnnding  with  Mexieo.  It  WM  told  that  the 
United  States  would  not  deaigt  from  the  resolve  once  taken, 
evcti  if  it  cost  a  war;  and,  notwithstanding  this,  the  action 
af  the  senate  waa  prevented  becaaee  it  waa  not  kiiown 
heihcr  McKieo  wonld  give  its  consent  or  not.  Bat  it  was 
lis  e^sy  to  find  an  explanation  of  the  fact  that  Tyler  and  Col- 
^^u>UQ  were  dcsiroub  to  gain  time,  as  it  n*u9  difGcult  to  rcooo- 
^^ho  tliase  eontrodit'tiuDs. 

^B  The  administration  mnst  have  been  eyceerlingly  hopcfnl, 

^^t  it  were  not  convinced,  long  before  the  Baltimoro  conven- 

ftion,  that  the  mtilication  of  the  treaty  was  not  to  bo  thought 

^Bl    Two  caiitieH  gave  the  unconditiouu.1  opponents  of  annoxft* 

^Tlon  a  very  reasonable  prospect,  from  the  very  first,  that  tliey 

wonld  tind  on  their  side  all  those  wlnwe  changiiig  principles 

were  wont  to  accommodate  thenwelves  to  the  eommands  of 

the  intereat  of  purty,  and  even  some  of  the  violent  annoxa- 

>Dl8tB  opposed  to  this  treaty.    Tf,  on  the  one  hand,  the 

•  11111*1  Yem*  View,  U,  pp.  606,  60fl. 
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pHckenhom  correspoodeiice  hud  fulfilled  iiB  pnqxise,  tliu* 
ounsoHdntioD  of  the  south,  in  relation  to  tlic  qnestioD  of 
annQKation,  to  the  extent  that  Calhonii  might  linve  expected; 
that  8nmo  correspondence  had,  ou  Iho  otlier  hand,  made  it 
almost  imposKihle  for  the  senators  of  tho  free  »t».Ua  to  vote 
for  the  treaty.  Many  of  the  free  Etatee  might  bo  won  onr 
to  nnncxntion,  hnt  to  nccoinph'sh  it  on  eocb  official  gtunndi 
was  to  impute  altogeilier  too  ranch  to  tbem.  The  shrewd 
oUcnlatora  widicd  nil  tho  loss  to  expose  thcmeeli*es  to  aoj 
dauger  in  this  respect,  as  thej^  found  ttist  they  could  not  at 
nit  convince  themeelvvs  of  the  necoasity  of  t;uch  immoderaio 
haste.  They  thoitglit  tliat,  at  best,  Tyler's  or  Calhoua's  per- 
Bonal  interest  might  make  that  ho&te  im)>emlive,  ami  this 
was  to  them  aiiother  reason  why  they  should  grant  them- 
■elves  time.  Tlie  seoale  by  no  means  accepted,  on  faith, 
all  tliat  tlie  president  and  secretory  of  state  vrem  pleased  tu 
serve  up  to  it.  W^ith  great  jfersevemnce,  it  wrnng  from  the 
uuwilHug  admiuistratinn  one  bundle  of  docnments  after  the 
other,  and  tho  more  clcnrly  them  exposed  tho  true  state  of 
the  caae,  ttie  larger  grew  the  nnmlier  of  those  who  consid* 
ered  it  diagracefnl,  or,  to  say  tho  least,  inezqjcdient,  to  ihos 
harvest  the  reward  of  Oie  intrigues  of  fifteen  years.  The 
oour&e  adopted  against  Mexico  was  subjected  to  a  caaitic: 
criticiBm  even  by  decided  annexationists  like  Benton.  Ait  did 
not  find  in  tlie  intensity  of  tlieir  craving  for  tlio  poiseeaioa 
of  Texas  the  measnre  of  that  wiiich  tlie  natioo^a  honor 
allowed,  nor  the  weight  which  shonld  serve  as  a  oonnteqwiso 
to  a  war  with  Hexico.  Moreover,  the  majority  believed  that 
the  oonsideration  due  to  the  senate  and  to  the  rights  of  ooo- 
grees  had  been  so  gro^ly  infringed  apon,  by  tlie  admioism- 
tion,  that  it  could  not  overlook  the  dereliction,  simply  t» 
obtain  Texas  a  few  mouths  sooner.  Tlie  president  was  not 
preciwty  obliged  to  oonsntt  the  senate  before  the  cloee  of  tbo 
trea^.    But  it  is  easy  to  understand  that  the  senate  thought 
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thnt  the  consideration  dtie  it  hail  not  be«n  paid  it,  and  looked 
npon  it,  tlmt,  in  n  qncetloo  of  M>  tnncli  importnnoe,  it  was 
pliioed  l>ofr.rc  an  nccomplished  fact,  as  an  unbecoming  mn- 
TKCorro.  The  ndminibtration  and  Uio  defenders  ol  tlie  treaty 
giive  it  clearly  to  bo  nndorstood  tliat  by  its  rejection  Texas 
ini^ht  Lc  trilled  away  forever.  Even  if  tliey  tliemselves 
ecorooly  balioved  cLie,  tlie  very  pretense  that  tliey  did  believe  it^ 
prot'od  tliatf  eo  far  s/e  tberc  bad  been  luiy  possibility  wli&t07or 
to  do  so,  tlic  ecnnto  should  have  been  foi-cibly  placed  before 
the  altemntive  of  dropping  Texas  entirely  or  of  talcing  it  on 
the  conditions  agreed  upoa  without  Ite  actioQ.  The  preei- 
dent,  in  order  to  uUain  this,  bad  Dot  hesitated  to  take  a  step, 
which,  if  it  were  not  a  direct  monstrous  usurpation,  mi^cht 
have,  at  any  monicnt,  the  same  consequences  as  such  a  UBur- 
pstioD.  If  it  WAS  not  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  obtain 
Uc^ico's  previous  consent  to  the  annexation^ — and  it  oertaiuly 
Boctns  to  me  that  no  6ucli  duty  existed  —  the  prosidcnt  vtm 
tinder  no  constitutional  oMIgatiou  to  {isy  any  attention  to 
Me.\ico*5  dcctnratioii,  that  it  would  look  upon  the  oiniuxatiOD 
as  a  dccliU'UtioQ  of  'war;  altliou^h  it,  undoubtedly,  vas  a 
weighty  reason  not  to  proceed  any  further  witliont,  at  least, 
comitif:  to  a  previous  understanding  with  the  ^uale,  iii  caae 
tlio  urgency  of  the  occaiion  did  not  really  jiemiit  him  to 

it  for  a  sufficient  expression  of  pullic  opinion,  in  tbd 
geoerol  eloction.  But  where  did  tlie  prc&ident  get  the  right 
to  iSBuc  the  orders  to  tho  land  and  naval  forces,  already 
mentioned,  in  accordance  ^vith  which  tho  United  States  were 
actliftUy  to  iiianjiiirate  the  war  against  Mexico,  the  moment 
,0  latter  should  make  an  attack  npon  TexasI    The  coneti- 

ioQ  gives  the  right  to  declare  war  to  congress  exclusively. 
Is  it  po&eible,  from  the  right  of  tlio  president  to  take  the 
Initiative  in  relation  to  intematioQat  trealie!>,  to  infer  his 
authority  to  take  stepe  which  voiild  make  n  war  the  direct 
ounBequcace  of  the  deportmeut  of  a  foreign  power  toward* 
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a  tliird  statut  lictoK  llio  close  of  llie  treat;,  T>-lcr  had  ds- 
clarod  liitii.-«If,  through  Nelson,  incoTn[>clent  to  take  tbcie 
Bteps,  mid  DOW  he  woald  have  it  tliat  ho  B&|tiipeU  tlie  right 
to  liilic  them  through  th»t  same  trealy.'  AVTinterer  mnv 
hare  been  the  rights  acqiiircd  hj  the  Fiiltod  States  in  rela- 
tion to  Texas  or  Mexico  hj  the  imperfect  treaty,  certain  it 
is  Umt  that  trcAtj  conid  not  be  to  the  presidt-nt  the  mnrve 
of  righta  in  his  relation  to  the  other  factors  of  the  govcro- 
tuent  of  the  Union.  Tlie  lienlthy  cotniiion  >onBO  nf  tlii> 
origiuatora  of  the  constitution  wae  contested  hy  (he  allc^ 
tion  that  Ihcj  hud  not,  indc>(*d,  granted  the  pre»Ident  cortnin 
powers,  but  that  they  had  ncoordcd  hhn  n  right  which  b» 
needed  only  to  use  in  onJer  to  acqnire  these  powers.  Eren 
the  "hoi)e"and  tlic  "faith"  that  the  senate  wonid  ratify 
tho  treaty  were  better  grounds  of  justification.' 

'  "  At  Uie  maa«  tiinft,  it  i*  dae  to  rajrvclf  that  I  sbaald  declare  H  u  nj 
opinion,  that  th^  Hnited  SlatoD  liaving  by  t)t«  tmXj  at  ftnnpxatton  ae- 
qoir.Nl  a  titin  to  TfitM  wtiiHi  p;'fji[V(i.>ii!y  (li«  action  of  the  Kimte  to {wt- 
frt*  it,  no  nHxn  itavnr  vmiH  Iw  pcrmittnl  tw  invadt^.  iuk]  tjy  fonw  of  turn 
to  poAMs  ttntU  of.  imj  poitioD  of  thv  temtoT)-  of  Tmu,  pen*lmg  ymr 
delilxntioos  upon  tba  tccntr,  without  plociag  iUdf  in  n  bontile  attitodc  to 
the  UtitU'd  StfttM,  and  jiKUfyinir  tli«  employment  of  any  nMim  ai  abt 
dJBposnl  to  driT«  back  Uw  iarnsiOD."  Heaage  of  Hay  16, 18M.  Stotaa.'* 
Han..  11.  p.  1M8. 

■  "  I  hnvo  to  infoiTD  th«  amat*  that,  in  coanquenc*  of  tiw  dMlaiattaa 
of  liexico,  eamniiiniciitod  to  tbii  gorcnunent,  and  bjr  mo  laid  brfore  ma- 
aKM  at  the  opening  of  H»  prevent  arasion,  nnnouDciiiir  One  deti-milcatian 
of  Menu  to  ivfivd  ns  a  dedamlJon  of  war  againat  bw  \yy  iho  Ifnilnl 
SMm  tlic  dHtnitivB  nUificatioa  of  any  insty  with  Tnax  annfxtns  tfas 
tEniloiy  of  that  i^pcblio  to  Ui«  United  StaU>a,  und  tfae  bope  and  fa«M 
CDtcrtaiacd  by  iha  executive  tLut  tUe  ii&ity  with  T«uu  lor  that  paxfim 
would  be  iii)ccdi]y  approved  and  ratified  by  tho  senate,  tt  waa  reganM  far 
Ui»  ez^mt.ivo  to  ham  b«eein«t  ^uiphatirnlly  rta  duty  to  ootkoentfato  in  llw 
Gnlt  of  Mexico  and  it*  nciiuty»  aa  a  pncaationuy  ineware,  oa  laifa  a 
portiOD  of  the  boras  sqnadnm  undar  tho  oonuaand  of  Ckptain  OoniHrt  a» 
could  well  be  drawn  togvlh^-r;  and.  at  tho  uuao  tine,  to  anetublo  at  TM 
Jesup,  on  the  borden  of  Tiiiu,  tu  Imve  a  inSittLiy  torw  ai  lh«  dpinai^ 
of  tbe  MTTioe  at  lAhtr  cncumpnmtA  would  auihoriw  to  bo  'H*i^pA" 
Ibid.,  p.  U67. 
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nut  uxamitio  tlie  qucstiuu,  bow  far  Tyler  and  Cal- 
lioiiii  tiioinaelves  attftdicd,  in  good  faitli,  ntiy  weiglit  to  tlicir 
own  Ar^uiiiunte.  One  tiling;  alone  wait  inviuliibl/  csUibliaUcd 
for  tliem  — tliat  Texas  must  bo  aaiiiircil,  if  not  iu  a  way  in 
hnrmoay  with  the  theories  of  the  constitution  which  they  had 
•lway»  contended  for,  in  tome  otlier  manner.  On  tlie  Stfa 
'  June,  the  ecnate  rejected  the  treaty  by  &  vote  of  tliirty-fivc 
\iuAt  bixtocn.'  As  ciirly  »s  the  end  of  Ajiril,  hotore  its 
provisions  had  bocoiue  knuwii,  it  was  written  from  Wash- 
ington to  tlH!  -VtfW  Yori:  True  S-jtit,  tlmt,  in  this  eveul^ 
ullicr  roads  to  reiicli  the  end  sought  woiitd  Imvc  to  be  tukeo 
rithoiit  delay."  Tlii«  prophecy  waa  uow  fuliiUed.  On  tlie 
)th  of  JuDe,  Tylei-  sent  a  meaaage  to  the  house  of  rcpro- 


'Tfcirty  Tmw*  View,  II,  p.  619;  SUtMm-'e  Man.,  11,  p.  1531. 

* "  Tbe  e2cit<-ment  ho*  rucn  lo  nn  intense  pilch.  Tlir  dty  u  Uiiongcd 
with  a  multJLuile  of  Uextcnn  cliiimiintit,  owditk  oF  Tnxiut  lunit,  * (irviilatMa 
in  Klip*,  and  pcraons  inlcfcrtad  ia  a  thontiiLnil  vn.j's  For  dio  anticipated 
teealjr.  .  .  .  Tliere  luu  an  usunuoe  ctvpt  out,  liawever.  Uuit  a  poo- 
Tiw  liiuiUtiic  tfa«  excban^  of  inUGcatioua  to  a  period  of  four  tuonth*  has 
bMn  inserlKl,  go  bs  to  voui^h'!  pivtiipt  action  by  the  eenate  foi-  or  og^nit 
tbo  tteaty.  If  itirtumt,  tbc-ii  a  bUl  for  aniicxatlod  will  bo  iiitroduoH  into 
tbe  hoostt  at  ropiciciitatiTra,  oud  ciimi;d  throuKli  nil  Kit  atageii,  fiom  the 
•iupUt  reaalntion  to  its  final  paMogc.  This  can  be  eHoct^d  by  a  bate  m^r 
iori^  vcdc,  Ukc  what  is  n.-quin.'d  for  ucj  other  bill,  and  not  a  two-tliiids 
\'ote.  Tlifte  in  no  doubt  Ibat  ii  niojoiity  c<  tbo  buiue  would  go  lor  annex- 
ation — Ibey  muat,  to  nccaro  Van  IJiiirn  in  ttie  wiiUi.  «r  rather  to  parcvenl 
hi*  utter  extiugnuliuwut  thnv  — ao  tbnt  the  qocetioD  will  be  iaimodbMjr 
fOogfat  over  a^un  ia  th^  hoiuc,  if  n«gtttiv4-tl  in  th»  wnate-  Mr.  'I'ylat  baa 
I  hiniKlf  to  call  an  eiUa  teauoji  Lit  (Imt  purpcae  [as  I  atated  uaap 
I  bade]  ^uld  tiie  uctJou  of  the  oenuba  requiia  it. 

"llicro  could  be  no  doubt  of  tbe  pausgc  of  mich  a  bill  in  the  houw  — 
foeh  an  «ront  would  be  uiiprcc«d«atnl  but  not  umon^tttutioiiitl,  and  Uw 
canwnt;  of  tbe  senate  icoold  etill  ba  neccnai;  to  its  becoming  a  law.  U  ii 
nippowd  Uiat  tbe  ba&i  ci  public  opinioa  nfUu'  kucIi  on  ordi-ol  woold  oom- 
pal  the  icnute  to  tucciimb.  Tliio  i»  tbe  pobcy  plalicvd  to  bv  foUoved  tqr 
tbe  frienda  of  annexalion  in  eveut  af  tbe  tnat;  being  nt^jcctod  hj  the  aea- 
at« — it  i«  taking  atwug  gomd.  and  ahow»  tbeir  determination  to  olToci 
tbrnr  otjwts-"    ^ii».  LXTI.  p.  182. 
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■eotatlTM,  to  which  hu  appended  all  the  docDmeDts 
to  tlie  qnestion,  iiiclnding  thost:  from  which  the  senate  \iwi 
not,  US  jet,  rrmoved  the  seal  of  secrecy.     The  messjigi?  wiu . 
in  irreconcilnblc  conflict  with  the  letter  of  CaIi:oun,  before 
referred  to,  to  tlie  rhargi  (Taffairea  in  Mexico,  »od  with 
itM'IF.     Tlic  sccretarjr  of  state  had  mid  that  the  presidtmC^ 
had  not  been  nble  to  seek  a  previoa^  understanding  with 
ICcxioo,  for  wnat  of  time.     Hie  president  himself  nu«'  de- 
clared that  prei^ions  negotiations  would  hare  been  not  onlj 
fruitless  bnt  that  thejr  would  have  been  an  offeni^  hoth  to] 
Vcxioi  and  Texas.'     He  affinncd,  in  the  same  hn^alh,  that 
Buch  ncifutiations  could  not  be  reconciled  with  the  ncopA- 1 
tion  of  the  independence  of  Texas  by  the  ITniled  States,  and ' 
gave  expression  to  his  readiness  richlr  to  cnnijienpate  for  but 
damage  which  Mexico  woald  sntTer  from  tlie  anrtexation.'! 
Bitt  tliere  had  t)een  already  so  much  of  contradiction  and 
sordid  sophistry  uf  this  kiad»  that  we  need  not  waste  any 
mora  words  on  tbem.  Hence,  ibe  measafjc  of  the  10th  of  Jung 
brought  the  qneition  into  an  entirely  new  stage,  because  it  vis 
a  direct  appeal  by  tlie  prcstdenl  from  the  senate  to  mogiess. 
Hiera  was,  indeed,  no  express  prorision  of  the  comtiration 
in  conflict  witlt  this  appeal     Bnt  the  taking  of  it  by  tbe  «!•] 
ooutiva  was  not  only  wilhont  precedent,  but  It  was  owpics- 
tionably  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the  constltntkm.     Hie 
Qoiistitntion  confided  tho  right  to  make  tTeBdes  to  the  exec- 
Qtire  conperatiag  with   the  senate,  and   not  even  with  a 
nmple  majon  ty  of  the  senate,  bat  with  a  two-thlids  majori^ 


to  Haxioa.  aaA  iaidtaf  1b 


■"BotaeiDlklhM.B 
•fcertjtr.  tot  ndsU  ^  MftanM  as  dC 
Tmr."    StataoM.^  ■aa„  11.  ^  1I7S: 

■-'Soroooia  m  a^otiBl*  «ith  SCoioo  Iv  Tcni.  wSkaa*  adnitAw 
<wtq«rttfBiBbOn<lbff  bhywi^'Tiw  WMtf»o<lntont,fetttdw,  otto^ 
.  .  .  t»  imdw  faBpieskDl.  b  a  wfwi.tW  MnSaad  loart  «Btlt 
MMOMpnv)  be  Bar  loM  dw  a^iU  ooaTBceas  ifcilwl  mrtirifil— ftjf 
asDorii  trilfa  isoli^  Mi  vim  Iks  aaaseliTC  kw  ahivs 
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of  Oiat  bc(l,y.  But  a  m&jorit^  of  the  senate  ereii  greater 
tliaii  tlus  had  rejected  the  treaty,  anil  tlie  president^  in  oppo- 
Bitioil  to  Oiis  decision,  called  npon  the  hoiuo  of  rt'pre^uta- 
tives,  with  the  expreas  dedat-ation  that  congress  should,  ia 
another  na^y,  effect  the  same  thing  which  the  ratification  of 
tlie  treaty  would  have  etTectud.'  Thia  suminoiu  wma  aooom* 
panied  by  thi>  udmiiuiou  that  a  treaty  would  indeed  have 
been  the  " most  aiiitable"  way.'  Tyler  would  have  hardly 
been  able  to  deny  this,  even  if  he  Jiad  not  taken  that  way 
first.  It  wm  not  the  ambition  of  the  originators  of  the  con- 
stitntion  to  introduce  new  politico-diplomatic  inventiouij  into 
the  iriterniitional  retatious  of  tlie  Coion;  and  treaties  have 
been,  from  time  immemorial,  the  form  in  which  independ- 
eat  states  e.xprcss  their  formal^  legally  binding'  agreements 
on  important  matters.  But  what  sense  could  the  constiCn- 
tton  have  in  giving  the  treaty-right  to  the  president  and 
Benate,  and,  at  the smne  time,  granting  authority  to  congress 
actually  to  excrcifto  tliat  same  right;  iu  rwiuiring  for  the 
direct  exercise  of  that  right  n  majority  of  two-tliii-dg  of  the 
senate,  and  being  satislied,  in  the  indirect  excrciee  of  it  by 
oongreas,  with  a  simple  majorily?  Tyler  had  a  oimpio  and 
emailing  answer  to  these  questions.  He  now  confessed,  be- 
L  fore  the  entire  people  and  before  all  the  world:  how  we  shall 


■"Tho  power  of  oongren  is,  bow«v<n,  fully  competent,  in  tome  other 
&lcni  of  prooeGfliiig,  to  aocomplbh  cveirUiiiiK  thiit  il  (omial  mtiilcation  of 
the  tmU;  ci)itl<l  hava  n/yvnopliahed,  and  1  therefore  fci>t  tlmt  I  shi>iili  bnl 
impdfrcUr  (liKbnntc  mj  duty  toyout»clvcioTtheooi)iiU:y  i£  I  fuilrdtolay 
bsfOM  yon  vwryUiina  in  the  p(w»*wtlon  of  the  ti^Katin;  which  would  en- 
able j-cu  to  act  vith  full  ligrbt  on  the  Bukject,  if  yon  should  dL-cm  proper  to 
>  sojr  uclton  upon  it." 
•  "  .  .  .  wJulo  I  ban  wgaided  the  ann«xnti«n  t*  Iw  iic<Minpli«hc4 
iittiif  u  t1i(!  tnotit  fuitnble  foriii  in  which  it  D>ii!d  V  cl1cct«>d.  should 
ngrau  dMm  it  proper  ta  resort  to  any  other  expedient  corapatiWo  with 
be  cOEwlitatdOn,  unil  Ukelj  ta  OocoiDpliati  the  olgcct.  I  aland  prepand  to 
I  my  moct  prompt  itnd  activa  coOp«ntioD." 
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bring  nnne:(ation  about  is  a  mfttter  of  socoodaij  considera- 
tion; but  liriiig  itftbont  we  must.' 

The  qncetioiit  indeed,  might  be  referred  to  oongrecG  witb- 
out  encroAching  on  tlie  rights  of  tbc  eenate,  and  trilhool 
cvfldinp  iho  provieionB  of  tlio  constitution  on  tlio  U<*tj-- 
right.  Tbie,  too,  was  tried  now;  onlv  Tyler  did  not  con- 
temptnte  this  mode.  On  tlie  tame  day  on  wliicli  Tylor  hwl 
sent  his  meesage  tu  the  house  of  rei>re9entatir(»,  Benton 
asked  permission,  in  tlie  senate,  to  introdoco  a  bill  vliich 
might  meet  the  demaads  of  those  who  agreed  vritli  tJw  pm^ 
idcnt  on  the  u>Aat  bnt  who  did  not  look  npon  tb«  JU»u>  u  m, 
matter  of  indifference.  The  presidt-nt  was  tu  be  empov^ered, 
bj  a  law,  to  enter  into  oegotintiotia  with  Mexico  and  Texas, 
in  relation  to  the  annexation,  aud  on  the  fullowiog  baak: 
the  "state"  of  Texas  was  to  determino  ita  owu  limiti;,  but  it 
was  not  to  be  larger  than  the  largest  state  in  the  Union ;  the 
reinainiug  territor>-  was  to  be  divided  oB  Dearly  as  pOHtble 
equally  between  the  free  and  6lave-ho1ding  6tate«;  Hezieo'i 
consent  might  bo  disregarded  in  caAC  congreu  «hotiId  con- 
sider it  proper  to  disregard  it.  Other  details  were,  *!y  far  m 
it  was  allowable,  to  be  r^olatcd  by  treaty.* 

Both  Tyler's  plain  hints  and  Benton's  motions  werca  pn>- 
grumme  drawn  up  for  the  future,  since  now,  on  occoant  vf 
the  impending  close  of  the  session  in  a  few  days,  a  dcelsiou 
was  no  longer  possible.  As  a  matter  of  conrsc,  the  time  to 
the  next  meeting  of  congress  was  not  spent  in  idle  waitiog. 
Oalhonn  made  hiuto  fint  to  correct  tfao  groM  mistake  mi^tk 
be  had  fallen  into  in  his  tetter  of  the  IWh  of  April  to  the 
seeretAiy  of  legation.  Green,  who  had  ufikiatcd  '^-  •■A.rr^ 


■  "Tlie  gnat  qnMtioD  ip,  not  aa  to  the BMOBS  is  vUdi  U  kh«U  be  dne. 
bat  wbeUrtc  it  shall  be  acMOiplahBd  cs  nU." 

*  1  tan  ■nntinaril  otilr  tbt  pcoTisknu  wtiidt  an  fit  imgrnimam  bom  Ibi 
Iteaillllliiit  of  y*i*"ti™«i  lav.    'The  bill  m  pnmai  CBlin  in.  Uekj 
Ooogi;.  XV,  p.  146. 
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exico,  until  the  posCof  miDister  had  been  filled 
ftnew.^  TItc  nev  miaiflter,  Wilson  SIiaddou,  was  oommia- 
eionod'  to  intimate  to  tlie  Mcxicnn  government,  tLnt  it  had 
eolirel^*  iuisuncicret«)d  the  ovorturos  wlucU  imd  been  mnde 
to  It  by  Green  in  accordance  with  that  instrnction.  Tlio 
geneml  aAsiiranoe  wns  repeated,  t3uit  tlie  United  States  de- 
sireil  tii  remain  friendly  and  at  peace,  but  the  idea  tbat  they 
had  wished  to  lower  tbcmeelvee  to  acts  of  humiliation  or  ap- 
pensiu^  declarations  was  repelled  in  an  excited  and  haogbty 
tone.  Oil  the  other  hand,  a  long  list  of  old  and  new  com- 
plaints wiu*  brought  forward  with  omphatic  severity.  Un- 
(jiiwtioiiably  an  the  balance  waa  in  faror  of  Mexico,  when 
the  accounts  of  the  two  states  were  compared  with  one  an- 
otlwr,  it  coiild  not  be  contested  that  it  had  very  recently  been 
guilty  of  all  kinds  of  derelictions,  and  thus  played  effectually 

'  Waddf  TiiQiuivion  hail  dov  lieinume  a  ieciilnl  opponent  of  anncxstian, 
tor  Uh*  rfuon  that  he  *aw  in  it  RTcnt  T>enl  to  the  Jliivoeratic  iatfr^.  H» 
<n)te«:  "  U  I  b«liuTiM]  that,  ubolitinn  cither  vnu  or  trould  become  bra«ficul 
or  jMBcamuy  tor  the  •outh,  I  dunid  oeitwiihr  be  for  wmmatioD.  m  thie  hkmi 
MrtBiB  and  bettmode  of  aoiotnplUhitigtbeoltJfut.  lamfinnlypcnuaded, 
tbat  it  iH  the  tirtiuti  uod  tncTitablc  k'ndrncjr  of  Uie  ann^xatioii  o£  Ti-xutf  U> 
pnMnottf  tbe  abolition  of  tlarei;  —  more  so.  indeed,  tlrui  thai  ot  uaj  other 
mnunir*  ttut  hut  h«Kto{oi«  htm  pmpoted."  Od«  of  hia  HMOita  for  thit 
idea  ii  the  oonrictioo  tlut  their  davca  would  be  taken  away  from  nil  the 
bonier  ttoteB:  "  Slave  labor  oui  be  (•iuiiIoj'ihI  ui  Texas  with,  at  least,  tmim 
tfa«  pnflt  trbicb  it  yields  in  the  avetii£i--  of  tbo  bUvo  bt&t«s  of  tbo  Unioo. 
Oar  slavn  will  tbcn  be  earned  to  Tt'ias  by  the  force  d  a  taw  aa  ([Ktit.  and 
entaia  m  tbat  by  wfaieb  water  finda  its  level.  The  slaves  will  t«it  hou 
Jiwppau-  from  Maorland,  Tirg^iua.  North  CoioUiia,  TcnncMCS  and  Kn* 
tockjr,  and  in  a  periml  wry  short  for  sudi  an  ojn'mtion  tboM  italM  will 
be«otiMt  nOD-slave-bolding  sUvte*.  Wheoerer  thai  is  the  taoe,  th«rwfll  Dot 
only  no  lon^r  have  a  oonimon  inleiest  with  Ibe  reinuining  Hlave>liDldtni[ 
state*,  bnt  wM  Teiy  soon  parUlce  of  that  fauaticftl  epirit  of  a  fal»e  (>Iulaa- 
tbropy  which  ii  now  pervading  the  whole  world.  Thus  iboll  vc  lose  Qw 
niott  iniportaiil  of  our  alliee —  moot  inipoTtuiitii)nuinoncali)li>?ngthattli« 
ballot  btix,  otill  mom  important  if  wi-  *bould  tw  driven  to  the  curtoucb-bot 
a*  our  lAiit  defenac"    Tbo  Demoerotic  Reriew.  September,  1S44.  p.  259, 

'  I  Mtnictioa  of  tha  anb  of  Jtin«,  1844.    Cbdb.'s  Works,  V.  pi>.  34&-»». 
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into  tlie  boads  of  the  Annexnlioriistg.  Even  vhem  \U  rigfat 
W(M  lu  ciciir  iii  the  eun,  it  always  knew,  witli  onfortnnale 
ekltl,  huw  to  give  its  iii^fng  of  it  the  torm  which  the  highest 
nnJ  (Vimpletcdt  ntilizntion  of  its  cardiDfil  wrong — iu  weak- 
ness, pormittod. 

Adbod  Joncg,  the  Toxui  saoratary  of  st&te,  notified  the 
niiiiiiiter  nf  the  United  Stale*,  Geoeral  Howard,  on  the  Gth 
of  AugtiBt^  that  Mexico  intended  a  new  inxiiston,  nod  called 
lor  the  aid  promi&ed  by  Murphy,  on  the  14th  of  Fohrpanr, 
mid  1>y  Culhoim  on  the  llih  of  April*  Howard,  in  hb 
answer  of  tho  ^mo  date,  called  attention  to  tlie  fact,  that 
Murpby  had  Iwen  disivowod  by  hU  goFcmnicnt,  and  re- 
iDftrlred  t1iat  Callioini  had  confined  his  a^sumnces  to  the 
time  during  whioli  tlie  trenty  of  annexation  was  pcndiug.' 
Oallionn,  iu  a  letter  of  the  10th  of  September,  garo  liis  ap- 
jtrobation  to  thia  ''construcLioD  "  of  ttio  two  lellere  in  ques- 
tion. Thi^  however,  did  not  keep  him  from  giving  a  modi 
more  liberal  interpretation  himself  to  his  promJMft.  The 
gorarvment  of  the  TTnitcd  States  wtu  oov  to  be  obliged  to 
protect  Tcxa^  oguin&t  Mexico,  not  only  antil  the  deeUion  on 
tlio  treaty  of  annexation  bnt  while  the  quesUoo  of  ftoneu- 
tiuu  was  pending.'  On  the  eame  day,  Sluumoo  was  io- 
atnictvd  in  ^Tcat  detail  what  he  had  to  do  to  perform  thi« 
"obligation." 

Gou*'ral  WoU,  who  eommaiided  tlie  Mexican  "Army  of  the 
Ko^tl^''  had  annuuncod  the  leeumpLiun  of  hostilitiet  i^UAft 
the  **departmcut  of  Texas  "  in  au  army  order  of  the  90tli«(_ 

■  Caib.  ■  Work*.  V,  pp.  S57. 3SS. 

*iud.,  pp.  im-aBs. 

* "  Bot  kM  iMtoMh  jren  to  aMo*  Iks  govsnnoii  d  Tesaa  thtf  bi  Iflh 
ttw  fiUl  foM  of  Ibo  ik60»tiaA  9t  thii  gwenaiwrt  lo  pntait  Tarn,  pekl- 
iactfa*  vmnkm  U  ■ucatioou  acmrt  Um  attetb  vhkfa  Hcin)  ■« 
■ate  OB  bv,  IB  cOBsafBiaea  a<  liv  acaiflaaae  d  ibe  |— y«^^^■n  4I  tfc* 
gVTCiaaMBk  *a  opca  MHPtiatJBBS  «b  Am  ntgeei  at  — — ^ig  IVoa  tr  fc 
UMbodStatw.  1*111  fam  it  niilniliiftniiiiiiiiriii  ihnailiMiil.  In  bjw 
pBniltoBMaUilipomniKlkilpiMfen*'    Ibil.i.t& 
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Jane  wbich  reel:e<i  witii  bluod:  wliocver  inainlained  anj 
iutiircouroB  with  Tcxaa  or  came  wiOiin  a  mile  of  the  left 
bank  of  the  llio  Bravo  was  to  be  sbot^  confonnably  to  mar- 
tial law,  and  wliocvur  fled  at  the  approndi  of  the  Mcsicaa 
trooi>3  vas  to  be  pursued  until  captured  or  killed.  It  was  bo 
questionable,  whether  Mexico  would  be  in  a  condition  to  m&ko 
cTcn  an  attempt  at  invaiiioii,  that  this  uunonnceuiciit,  in  tbo 
inaio,  coald  be  looked  npon  only  as  a  monstroufi  rodomontade 
of  impotent  rage.  But  it  uii^ht  readily-  happen  that  occa- 
sions might  of£er  to  illustrate  it  practically  bj  isolated  cases 
of  atrocity;  and  considering  the  experience  hitherto  had,  it 
wot  not  to  be  hoped  that  aach  occasions  would  not  bd  taken 
adrantage  ot  It  was,  therefore,  an  exaggeration,  when  many 
of  the  opponents  of  Amie:(ation,  and  capecially  the  aboli- 
tionists, acted  as  if  WoU's  army  order  could  not  have  been 
profwrly  used  as  a  pretext  for  any  step  whatever  bj  the 
government  of  the  Union.'  Tiie  ad  mi  ntst  ration  certainly 
lUAdeas  much  capital  as  possible  out  of  its  humanity  and 
moral  indignation;  but  it  is  just  as  certain  that  it  had  a 
right  and  had  reason  to  enter  its  protest  agmoat  a  mode  of 
warfare  which  Beeined  to  wi&li  to  toko  the  barhtri^  of  tho 
Indians  for  its  model. 

But  Calhoun  did  nftt  f  top  here.  H"ay,  lie  did  not  tliinfc  it 
necessary  to  put  this  in  the  forejrroiind.  Although  ho  be^:an 
by  diwhnrgin;!;  liimBoJf  at  length  on  the  "Barage  ferocity" 
u-Kli  whieU  Mexico  intended  to  cnrry  on  the  war,  he  took 
cnro  to  allow  no  doubt  to  suggest  itself  that  the  intention  to 
renew  the  ww  wiw,  in  itwlf,  the  main  thing.  He  deduces 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  record  their  protest  not 
from  their  moral  obligation,  as  the  first  power  of  the  conti- 
nent, to  preserve  tlic  new  world  from  the  shame  and  tho 
sorrow  of  such  horrors.    Tlie  end  aimed  at  by  Mc.\ico,  ha 

'Tfant.  for  inittaaoa,  Jaj  wft:    "The  tbrpatx  of  tbs  Hoxic&iu  were, 
iadavd,  t<U«  wordt.^'    Rovknr  of  tho  Mnxican  Wht,  p.  OS. 
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loado  t))o  bopiG  of  bis  urgtiioeut.  It  was  the  dutj-  ul  tLc  Uuiloij 
StutCK  ta  Texas — and  tlie  pmtcctioa  of  their  own  intemto 
warrunbed  it  —  to  put  a  veto  on  tbo  n:«uniptii)D  uC  IioEUUliee, 
titicanw  Me.\ico  wifiLcd  to  prcrent  the  aoQexatioa.'  Tbe 
ficuatu  luul  given  it  to  be  uiidcrstood,  ia  a  vury  aauu- 
bigtioi)^  inanue:\  tbat  it,  at  least  in  what  couu^rucd  tlie 
prc«idtiut's  injupoiidcut  iuitialive,  did  not  aliare  Uie  opituoa 
From  wliicli  tbc  execniive  bad  inferred  his  authority  to  make 
tbe  promises  wbicti  tbetteretary  of  ittatobad  made  toTeiaaiii 


*  "SbiJI  ««  rianj  b7  aad  vittMM  ta  oltPN  tlw  Rnrml  o(  Ua«  vai  ind 
Ha  pnmoitxiti  in  Uii*  bloo^tluntj  utj  ttetfioiing  t|anf?  In  ordis  la 
uiswvr  tt  fnll;  uid  Mtisfactorily,  it  wdl  be  ii«cnm;  to  ioqtura  toA  Us 
bcr  otiJKt  for  RBcwinjt  lb»  war  at  tJm  tune.  Tham  cam  bs  btrt  em  mJ 
UmU  b.  to  ilottttt  tba  anDwatwiii  o(  'Uam  lo  «iir  Oaiao.  Shw  kaovaM 
W«1I  that  the  t^Miim  of  Out  tnatr  !»'>  but  pctipviti  flw  quntifiB  «i  >•■ 
nmticci.  .  .  .  Tbe  altcmatiTe  flor  Mexieo]  b  to  drin  mt  ibo  iiituWriili 
■Dd  danliit*  lbs  Qoaatrr.  w  fotee  ber  [TeiBt]  mto  KKDe  Icreiga  aail  «»■•• 
val  aUuaoa. .  .  .  {ball  «•  stead  by  aad  permit  Ulo  be  eOMiUBiBalel.M4 
tbnibr<^<^*^i^i°"*'»>«  loBff  dMnhed.aBd  tmli^iwHii  tHte  t*  Iba 
mMjt  and  watfBR cf  the  Caitsd State  and  TcxH?  .  .  .  fibaHmiiBal 
bj  qaipUr  and  fwimil  U  Kieo  ts  defeat  tt.  wttbont  naktaf  ae  aflM  ae 
flppOBB  btrT  Sball  liQi  alter  lUa  Ions  aad  caaliiMwJ  cflbct  to  asaa  Ikoa 
aovwbmttw  oMMoniaabaQt  to  be  PcinainntBfl.altow1iwpw>tay^ 
iiMda.periMfafM«mf  SUIIha'inUM  opmduitr'W  klLaM 
■^■Ionian?  TThill  ■■faTViiw.ftebiii'iajiiniliil  iii  i 
lniln*d  b^  ol  a  nit«al  nowHt,  t»  joia  m,  aad 
caHailiil  to  tbar  aad  oar  iniiaawial  peace,  nllan  tai  mMt.  Id  W  Aa»> 
kMd,  Wf  bdnbilaatB  la  bs  nalfWBM  or  itiiim  oot:  <w.  m  onVr  la  anrt 
■D  icnal  a  tahodtr.  la  bt  lMa>J.  waiaat  bf*  wS.  Ms  a  tfniBcr 

«Wb  vaaW  iNMiMto  h  |KdndiV^*n«  kii'tfl"!*  ^•'•■w*  ^ 
lolbapcnwMiilaoiiT.aBd  p«d^  tba  in.ol  botb?    Tba 
law  ftillT  aaj  dfBb«r»*>ly  gnatapd  tha  aatjeet.  aa^  baa  an*  to  tba  «•■ 
dMien  Ibal  baaar  aad  baoMcAr,  w  «««  ai  tba  <aattM  aad  Mirtr  tf  Ml 

tow^ha 111!'     il  MM— »ii|^iiriMlo>, 

ft«»iww>.  MaJcawoaU  a^b  a  gnat  wiitaH  K 

ftst  tiy>  pRsonl  waad  wean  wwi  lodnBtnaCT  lb*  ivura  al  td  tba  w 

tlVzaa    Ovl 
»  *■  *      *     ■  ■ 
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his  lottci-  of  tiio  nth  of  April.  In  conswinpneo  of  thiaCal- 
honn  now  avoided  declaring,  in  espro&s  words,  that  Totm 
wonld  Iks  defendwl  by  force  of  arroi.  Yet  tlic  dcclamtion, 
tliaL  the  Uiiitod  Slates  wonld  feel  themBelvos  "highly  of- 
fend«I ''  hy  tlio  rcnewa.1  of  the  war,  «nd  thnt  they  would  not 

'  *  permit  it,"  could  I»  look  npon  only  as  the  caiilionely  para- 
phmscd  tbi'pnt  of  armed  intervention.  Tiint  declamtion 
eertnitily  imposed  no  ohligntion  on  the  Union,  mid  it,  there- 
fore, could  not,  like  the  promises  of  the  letter  at  the  llth  of 
April,'  Ira  branded  ax  a  directly  nnonnstitntional  iistirpniion; 
bnt  it  wa3,  notwithst.^ndin^,  a  bold  piece  of  itrbitrarincM. 
"W'lih  the  rojeclton  of  the  trenlj  by  the  itenate,  the  condition 
precedent  to  the  obligations  ns^nmcd  in  it,  according  to  Cat- 
honn's  own  interpretation  of  the  letter  of  the  lltli  of  April, 
disappt^arcd.  Annexaliim,  ns  a  qnestion  frum  wlilcli  ititer- 
uationnrobli'^HCioiis  and  rlglita  oould  be  dednced,  bad,  for 

[the  moment,  ceased  to  cxi^t,  fur  no  new  ubligationiibiulbeen 
catered  into  with  TexoK,  and  all  tbnt  bad  proviotisty  linp- 
jienotl  wng  broiiglit  to  a  conclusion  by  tlio  senate  vote  of  tlie 
StboCJnno.  Tliat  Tyler  lind  thought  well,  in  his  tnOTnage 
of  the  10th  of  June,  tu  call  upon  tlie  bouse  of  reprcsouta- 
tiveR  to  go  to  work  in  another  way,  and  that  Benton  hod  in- 
troduced A  bit!  into  the  senate  relating  thereto,  conld  only 
proro  that  the  president  and  certain  membprs  of  congrees 

,fitiU  desired  to  do  what  tliey  could    to  bring  ntiiioratI<m 

jot    Tho  "  governraent  of  the  United  States  "wjw  rwt 

!iereby  bound  in  any  way,  and,  officially,  Texm  had  not  the 

■£eiit,m  alette  of  Mar2I.l&U,tan.  L.  Rapnond,  iprasluBw^gU^ 
jodgmant  on  tliae,  to  tbc  effect :  ' '  Vou  viU  pcimvo  that  the  impeadi- 
Innnt  powiM- over '  high  crimM  and  inisilmiMiion' »  toi;  bmul,  ns  de* 
rfiivod  nnil  pnLctioptl  urder  tbe  laricUon  ot  Iho  COmmoo  Iftir,  by  vhidt  it  Ul 
to  In  ootutrucU  and  gorenied.  I  think  there  can  \x  no  doubt  tliat  Uu) 
eaoRBOiu  nbiMOi  and  ttnirtch  ot  povrrr  hf  Pmident  I'^li^  afford  ample 
auUcnola  (or  the  exciOM  of  the  power  of  iiDpeacbmenti  and  ua  ImiKm- 
tire  duty  in  the  botue  ot  lepmeiitatiTei  to  put  it  in  pnctica"  NDsi, 
UCVI,  p.  228. 
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least  to  do  vritli  iL'  Hence,  tliere  was  no  jtistiftcation  vhtU 
ever,  on  tlic  basis  of  lliese  facte,  for  representing  the  t^ueetion 
of  Annexation  as  *'pendLDj;,"in  the  sense  that,  from  enoh 
peiidene)',  tlie  Union  cHme  to  bars  obligatlonii  toiirard&  Texas 
and  riglits  in  relntion  to  Mexico.*  Calhoua's  argnmeot 
amounted  to  this:  that  the  United  States  had  a  right,  and 
were  obliged,  to  forbid  Mexico  a  war  against  Texas,  so  long 

'  Aebhcl  Smith  an)-*  tbnt  ofSdol  M  ikD  u  unofGcial  Tesu  bad  now  tmiy 
onedeiin— pence;  and  that  the  rulMmcat  of  tfae  wish  oo  the  baauortba 
pttuaotnt  iDdefdndtfiU)  of  1'«xiu!  ima  pnrcntod  only  by  ao  aucidenlal  dr< 
coautanca.  Injune,  1844,  Lord Abcnl«m. it wuiaid.  bad proposrdbiiuiii: 
"to  'pou  adifjomaticact.'iii  which  fivepowenahoaldbeiiiTited  topsf 
ticipttte,  to  wit:  Groat  Britiun,  Fraac«,  tfao  United Btato«,Tuuu«a()  Mnc- 
Ico.  The  bciasof  tlie  proposed  diplomatic  act  wu  peace  between  Teuu 
and  Menco  and  tbc  penaanent  eepanle  isdependeiMe  of  Texaa,  Oui  fw- 
ties  to  the  act  to  be  ita  fuaiantora.  'The  Uaitod  States  woald  be  intit^ 
to  bo  pnrty  to  the  act,  but  it  ma  not  expected  that  Ihey  would  accept  the 
invitii.tion. '  It  wu  believed  Mexico  would  participato,  bttU  in  caM  of  bar 
refusal,  England.  Ftance  and  IVxiu.  having  pataed  Uw  act  aa  belwnD 
tluiiuelves,  Mexico  would  be  immodintcly  'forced  to  obido  iti  ttnu.' 
Tbo  act  if  poaaetl  only  b;  ika  thrvo  powcni  would  not  be  obondiotint  H 
would  be  maintained.''  Kmncc,  it  wot  coid,  acceded  to  Aberdeen'!  jao- 
po«al,aii(i  AtiiHiu  Jones.  tbcToxui  >c«Ktaz7ofitiit«,badbcaivotniiUMded 
by  Pnaident  Uonston  to  send  Smith  thArAiuisitetiutrucliofis.  Jonea,  who 
hadbocndio«caiiextpivtidoDtofthorcpublio,didi)»t,bowvrcr,<>b«y  Itm 
oi'der,  bnt  bod  tn^c^n  Siuitli  Icav^  of  absence  to  return  to  Teias.  TIib  aifr 
ttpo  to  thia  artiitrary  rtep  no  pregnant  witb  ooneeqacooee  wm  the  deeii«  to 
reserve  for  tiii  own  adminiitintion  tlio  boooc  nnd  nfrit  of  to  boppy  a  Hf 
entftDirlemuit  d  the  knot    EtemitUMttiHCB  at  the  Teiaa  BopuhUe,  pp. 

*"  .  .  .  lilt  presideiit  would  b«  oompdled  to  legaid  the  innwn 
of  Tcz»  by  Mexico,  while  tbc  qucetion  o(  annexation  ia  pewEngr,  aa  hlfUj 
ofTfiuive  1^  the  Cn:tc(l  Stat««.  He  inatnicti  yon,  aeeordiniHy.  to  xl- 
drcM.  n-ithout  diitay,  to  tho  pmper  dopartmeat  Of  tlw  Mtsicao  sofoa- 
roent.  a  commnnication,  in  which  yoa  will  atate  the  Tiews  enteftaised  hy 
him  In  reference  to  therenewalof  thcwarwhilt  thoqaeationoTwiMtaliaa 
iapendiDK,  and  tb«  maoocc  io  which  it  lata  beooadnctedi  and  to  protel 
aesinst  both,  ia  Btiong  langoase,  accompaniod  by  declniations  that  the 
pieaidcnt  cannot  ngitd  tbam  with  indiffenaee,  but  h  higUy  oAawn  to 
tlie  Uiuted  States." 


I 
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)  the  wisli  foraauexatioiiliAJ  notentirelj^  ranisliedla  them, 
and  so  long  iLS  expreBsioH  was  given  to  that  wish,  in  eny  way 
ffliitever,  by  the  executive  or  in  oongrees. 

M«xi<M>  repelled  the  protest  with  the  ntnioet  decieiuD,  and 
eveu  allowed  JI&elE  to  find  the  fi-eqiicnt  tise  of  the  word  "  bar- 
barous,'' by  the  Uiiited  States,  not  c|iiite  proper,  since  the  re- 
conquest  of  Texas  would  he  the  end  of  slavery  there,  while 
tlie  piincipal  object  of  annexation  was,  confessedly,  its  indefi- 
nite perpetuation.  Tyler  considered  tin's  attempt  to  mvr  dift- 
sstisfaction  between  the  two  parts  of  the  Uiiiun  very  inMilt- 
Ing.  He  thought  that  lliis  disgraceful  latigtiage  would  war* 
runt  the  i>everest  chiiHliseiueiit,  but  his  lo^e  ot  pvaee  canned 
him  10  be  satiBfied  with  urgently  recommending  aunexation 
once  inoi-e.'  Ilis  lore  of  peace,  however,  hsd  not  kept  him 
from  folUiwiiigJackBou'agoodtfXJiiupIe,  "  The  special  provi- 
dence over  the  United  States  and  little  children,"  as  the  abbd 
Con-ea  saya,  did  not  fail  llii*  time  either,  to  permit  a  report 
on  the  HgitatioBB  of  Mexican  agenta  among  tlie  Indians,  to 
reach  Washington  at  the  right  lime.  To  see  to  the  exccu. 
lion  of  the  ti-eaty  of  the  tith  of  Apiil,  1831,  with  Mexico, 

■  "The  estcaoTduiaiy  and  higlily  offiinnvo  lanipagQ  wliich  the  Moxieita 
gott-mment  lioa  lliougbt  proper  to  employ  in  rvply  to  the  mnonitraiKe  flf 
the  exDcativCi  through  Mr.  SlnumCFii,  niraintt  tlio  nnewo)  of  tlte  war  with 
Tcsai  while  tlin  ([ucttion  o£  onni^xiitian  was  pcndiajr  Wfbn  congrcw  Rod 
tte  people,  and  also  the  propotcd  nuumn  of  conductiiiir  that  wtir,  wiB  not 
fail  to  armiyaur  att«ntion.    .    .    . 

"  A  ccniw  of  coTiduct  nirli  lu  has  been  dMoibcd  on  tbo  part  of  Mexkn, 
to  Ttotution  of  nil  ffK-ndly  fi-dins.  wid  of  the  (wurtcsy  which  ihould  chat- 
aclenutbc  iatonrourM.-bct'n-ii-nthanaiiooaof  the  earth,  michtw^jutltr 
the  United  Statet  in  a  rcwit  to  any  meiuuies  to  vindirali'  their  aatiaiud 
honor;  bat  oclnaled  by  a  Kincfre  denire  to  pnvcrrc  tbo  gcnmU  peace,  and 
in  view  of  tiut  prvtent  condition  o(  llesico,  the  execativc,  n«tiii(r  upon  it« 
ialvvnty,  ami  uotfcivii]gbutthntthi.-jud9nieiitcf  tb«  world  vrlll  duly  ap- 
preciate iti  motives,  abstitinB  from  n-coniin<.-n(1ing  to  congiciB  a  rmort  to 
SMomrM  of  n^ntt,  and  eOBtenta  itulf  with  ivnrging  upon  that  tndy 
prompt  anil  immediate  action  on  tlie  uiliifd  of  luinexAtion."  MEangoof 
Deo.  l»,  1M4;  Stalcna.'*  Uan.,  11,  pp.  1493,  U»^. 
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Calhoan,  therefore^  on  the  17tb  of  September,  that  i»  a  few 
clays  after  the  protest,  authorized  tlio  entry  of  tlic  Union 
troops  iiitu  Tt;xa^,  M  soon  »s  the  latter  sliould  desire  iL* 

In  the  M^iite  Uonse,  therefore,  the  doctrine  ioberitad  from 
the  prercding  adniinistrntions,  in  relation  to  the  qnestion  of 
annexation,  that  as  many  artowft  as  possible^liouldbckoptin 
the  quiver,  was  taken  very  well  to  heart.  But,  on  this  ireij 
account,  it  M-as  aeen  with  the  utmoat  clcarocsB  that  the  d^ 
cieiun  wonid  havo  to  be  looked  for  in  the  elodoral  campaign. 

Even  before  the  reit-ction  of  tho  tn-aty,  the  southern  "fiw- 
eaterft**  had  spoken  in  the  highest  etruin.  In  *^privato  lot- 
ters"  which  were,  of  couric,  intcndwl  to  receive  as  vide  a 
circulation  oa  possible,  and  in  pnblio  speeches,  thingn  wem 
uttered  in  which  it  irta  Bcarcely  poseibte  lo  dlstingmish  wliere 
fool-hardy  arropincc  fitopped  and  the  andiMemblcd  insanity 
of  the  slavoemtic  monomania  hefran.  Tims,  for  inttanoe, 
one  of  these  private  letter^  from  Atabnma,  duclarud  that  Um 
i-ejection  of  the  treaty  would  bo  an  evident  breach  of  the 
eompiict  of  the  constltnlion.'  Tlw  writer  propoeed  aeon* 
vention  of  the  ela%-e  elates  to  resolve  on  the  annexation  of 
Texas  by  tlie  sonthweeteru  stated,  in  case  it  was  refused  by 
the  Union.  The  prcftideul  wua  to  be  req^uircd  to  call  a  tnoot- 
ing  of  congress  without  delay,  to  lears  the  free  states  llw 
choice  between  annexation  and  the  peaceable  diesolntion  of 
the  Union.  Tlic  declaration  that  the  N^uth  wotdd  rattier  !ct 
the  Union  than  Texas  go,  became  more  and  more  frequent 
and  cmptinticL'  On  motion  of  General  James  Hainiitttn, 
a  meeting  in  HoEselt   county,  Alabama,  on  the   8th    of 


'Oolhoun  io  Donckon.  Cltlb.'s  Worki,  V,  pp.  878,  37T. 

*  "  .  .  .  if  it  turn  out  that  the  iSDate  r^eA  Ute  txwty.  a  plaia  om 
ci  tut  infradioD  of  Ibe  compact  w£U  haTO  ahseii,  w|j«ii  Uie  tlan  atato  ir31 
bo  jnitificd  ia  tbe  cj«*  of  pcatcrit?',  and  an  imiiortial  ma\i,  in  mcrtiag  to 
tho  alHnwta  fti)p^<  f  TtHtmuy."    NOia.  LXM,  p.  2^. 

■  A  oomiilFTOUe  nnniber  of  twA  moliiUoai  ia  printed  fa  ROsi,  UTt, 
j>p.  230,  313,  40&. 
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puue,  raeolved  on  tlie  formal  calling  of  a  ooovection  of  tlio 
^ijutlicrn  statcB,  at  Kicliinotid,  on  the  third  Monday  of  Octo- 
ber.' The  object  of  tlie  convention  was  to  bo  tho  prevention  of 
[  tlie  threatened  dissolution  of  tlie  Uuion,  and  this  object  \vm 
to  be  ftttaiiied  by  the  overthrow  or  muzzling  of  alt  opjK»ii- 
tioQ  to  slavery  and  the  Blave-holding  intercut.  An  atldrosa 
|;flE  the  whiga  of  Richmond '  very  emphatically  ialimated  to 
the  saviors  of  tho  Union,  that  they  trould  hare  to  look  for 
some  otlier  place  for  their  experiment  to  6&ve  the  house 
itom  lirx^  by  burning  it  down.  It  had  not  gone  so  far  yet 
in  Vii;giDia,  Even  Ritchie  himself,  in  hi4  Jiichmond  En,' 
yuirer,  thonght  it  best  to  con-oct  all  the  resolutions  of  his 
over-fiery  fcllow-lhinkorfl,  by  striking  ont  of  them  every* 
I  thing  that  savored  of  trL>&sunab]e  views.  He  forgot,  how- 
[^ver,  lo  iiiiomi  liis  rraiicri?  tlmt  ho  had  allowed  himself  to 
Miske  tiiich  correctiouti.  Honce  his  assurance  that,  in  making 
Lttiem,  ho  hod  desired  only  to  give  exprp«iion  to  1iis  disap- 
probation,  found  no  creduuee  among  the  wliiga.  They  called 
.the  coiTeetieua  forgories  intciidod  to  keep  the  moderate  an- 
jexatioiiists  from  becoming  timid.  It  might  be  said  in  favor 
[«£  tliis  view,  that  the  project  of  a  convention  received  tlio 
f^ino  reception  in  other  places  as  was  accorded  to  it  by  tho 
■  lyliigs  of  Iliclituond.  Wlicti  it  was  intended  to  l>estow  on 
piashvillc  the  honor  of  attending  a  hospitable  welcome  to 
the  convention,  n  mow  meeting  very  doeidotlly  declined  it 
■^  ll  availed  the  "Polk  Centi-al  Committee  of  Tomiessee" 
^■nothing,  tliut  it  gave  its  asiiurance  that  there  was  no  Uionglit 
^Bof  holding  a  ''  seetionnl  conveiitloi),"  but  that  the  intention 
^■viut  rathi-r  to  celebrnte  a  "national  holiday."*  T!ie  di*trn>t 
^Kaud  displeasure  grew  to  such  proportions  tliat  tlie  party 
^Hlei^ers  thought  well  to  smother  up  tlie  wholo  convention 

'  Ibid.,  p.  31^,  Ibn  very  initiuctive  resolutiou  an  prml«d  in  full. 
*lbid.,  pp. «»-««. 
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project  ft«  f ar  as  )>oEgibIe,  aod,  so  far  u  it  could  be  at  all 
doue,  to  deny  it,  as  if  it  had  never  been  tbou^C  ot  Tho 
violent  cxcitemeot,  on  both  sides,  va^,  indeed,  not  feigned; 
but  |iropaj^Ddi£in  neidier  for  Dor  agmuet  onoexatioa  oooU 
be  made,  by  means  of  the  dtssolation  of  the  Union.  Before 
admission  conid  be  obtained  for  tliis  tliougfat  in  bittereaniett- 
uess,  it  xt&s  neut&^n-  that  vrhat  now  onlj  a  minority  tvcog' 
nized  as  the  simplj  inevitable  consequences  of  thie  extenskm 
of  tkeelave-territorjjthould  have  become  facts. 

The  south  had  a  much  more  efficient  instrument  of  ter- 
rorism a^itist  its  northern  vassals.  It  non"  made  them  pajr 
dcarlj"  for  their  heresies  iu  the  economic  policy  of  the  cottn- 
tT)-.  -'  Texa£  or  tlie  ditiruption  of  the  Uuiuu  *'  did  not  svul; 
but,  with  many,  "  Texas  or  the  abolition  of  the  tariff  of 
1843  **  had  a  great  effecL  There  n-as  a  large  circle  of  peo- 
ple who  entertained  an  entirely  houeet  repugnance  for  tlar- 
ery,  bnt  of  whom  it  could  not  be  said  lliat  they  woold,  a» 
yet,  Duike  any  considerable  muterial  sacrifices  iu  the  stiUf;;^ 
ag)un»t  it.  Tliey  found  tlientselvcb  prepared  to  dotIi!s,ou]y 
when  they  had  come  to  rx-oo'^izo  that  they  were  ftOB  to 
&ce  not  simply  with  an  alistmct  moral  qoestion,  hot  thai 
slavery  wiis  Hitting  bodily  by  their  own  hearths;  tliat  it  wa* 
not  only  making  bondsmen  of  tlicmselves  and  their  cliit 
dren,  but  that  it  was  eating  up  the  fruits  of  their  labor  and 
the  inheriunoe  of  their  children,  with  increasing  greed. 

Forty  passion  waa  just  as  effective  as  the  walehword: 
Texss  or  a  new  tariffl  given  out  by  Walker.  Tlve  nomber 
of  thoM  is  everywhere  email,  who  are  always  eonsrioos  that 
party  is  only  a  means  towards  the  attainment  of  certain  aadi, 
and  that  it  is  not  its  own  end.  Party  npirit  has  penaeatad 
(he  whole  of  political  life  in  the  Uoitad  States  more  than 
anywhePB  else.  Hence  it  is,  that  tfaen«,  mora  than  any- 
where else,  party  has  acqolrod  in  ilie  imi^nations  of  people 
sa  existence  independent  of  the  individoaU  constitatii^  IL 
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Ttj  is  the  po!iticn1  diiirch.  Tlie  tmditions  and  progrmmmes 
■f  parties  linve  somotliing  oE  tbe  binding  force  of  dogmaa. 

ot  only  on  frronnds  nf  expediently,  but  alsu  on  gi-ounds  of 

polilicnt  cliliics,  liniite  liave  to  he  put  to  tlie  froedom  of  indi- 

jdiml  jtjd;;iii(»nt  in  it«  relation  to  party,  so  fur  Jis  that  jadg- 

ment  finds  expression  in  acts;   and  these  Kmits  are  not 

permitted  to  be  very  wide,    Tlie  priests  of  polilicid  ortho- 

ny  are  not  nnfi-efiuently  tnrned  away  from  angrily  or  willi 
contempt;  bnt  continuance  in  theconijregiition  of  tlio  ortho- 
dox is  worth  grent  paorifices  of  one's  own  conrictions.     An 

e  Itonian  church  bne  ventured  to  throw  the  insult  uf  papal 

infallibility  into  the  fnco  of  henlthy  common  eense,althotigh 

t  could  not  deny  that  the  pupal  chair  han  been  diBgraccd  by 

immon  criminals  who  wonld  have  deserved  the  gibbet  and 

ewlieel;  m>.  in  the  United  States,  the  leaders  of  parties 
^ay,  and  frecjiienttj  with  sticccsa,  impnte  to  ])ciip1c  the  sanc- 
tioning, for  party's  sake,  of  that  which,  as  individuals,  they 
wonid  obviously  have  condemned  imcondittonally  and  in  the 

ivorcst  manner. 

Tyler  set  a  g«iod  example  of  self- saw! fice  to  the  dissatis- 

IIo  withdrew  his  name  from  the  list  of  presidential 

candidates,  on  the  20th  of  August,  in  ordor  to  prevent  the 

splitting  lip  of  annex ntionist  voteO     Tlie  sacrifice  he  tlms 

■ftde  wns.  indeed,  not  great.  He  was  at  hist  obliged  In 
convince  liiiii«elf  that  Iiih  candidacy  wjw  completely  hopB- 
le88.and  even  if  thedemocnrs  did  not  treat  him  conrteonsly, 
and  frequently  not  even  with  leniency,  they  had  not  endea*-- 
ored  aystcmnticnlly  and  violently,  like  the  whigs,  to  brand 
im  AS  ft  uiau  without  honor,  and  as  e  traitor.     Every  per* 


'  KilcB,  LSVI,  pp.  419-118.  In  the  htUt  of  M«i(rnaUon  we  mAy  wad, 
Irat  onlj  betwe-n  the  line*,  that  tliia  wai  hia  chief  motive.  He,  howeTer, 
cxfopewly  *»J*  thitt  Uin  queation  of  annetotioQ  was  ooe  of  the  gromiiiit  ut 
bis  acceptance  oE  the  candiilncy:  "  I  had  oIm  an  iDdutioct  hupo  that  Uie 
great,  .rjiii'^lion  of  ttie  ann<?xalion  of  Texaa  might,  in  lome  iegree,  be  ooa- 
led  b;  the  positioa  I  oonpiecl.'' 
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soual  consideration,  Iberefore,  iirgvd  Inm  to  throw  Iilmadf 
again  unreservedly  into  the  arms  of  his  first  politics]  loi-c, 
crea  if  he  coold  not  hope  that  she  wouhl  forgive  and  forget 
his  previous  infidelity,  for  the  eako  of  what  was,  under  the 
circuinstanoes,  a  great  eervioc. 

On  tlic  other  hand,  ik  real  escrilice  was  imputed  to  those 
domoa-HU  who  would  cither  hear  nothing  nt  all  of  anncxn- 
tion,  or,  at  leaat,  not  nnder  cxisting^  circnms.taitces.  The 
ri^lit  lind  never  a$  jrct  bcou  conceded  to  a  nominating  ronvcn- 
tioQ  to  iuvcut  new  articles  of  faitli  for  porlius  at  }>Ivaitire. 
But  the  great  majority  of  the  4el^i;at06  to  the  Diiliiiuoni 
convention  had  been  chosen  without  any  regard  toTcsaSi 
The  adoption  of  aaiicxAtion  in  the  i^tforin  was.  iherafion^ 
H  bold  usurpation,  which  waa  by  no  means  binding  oa  the 
party.  Thoro  were  to  be  fonnd,  even  amonjj;  the  northern 
democrats,  men  who  wonid  not  &iibmit  without  any  mora 
ado  to  thie  arbitrary  i-ulo  of  tho  wira-pnllers.  The  o|)po»i- 
tion  oaaiimed  tlic  most  threatening  nttitiido  precit^ely  in  Xcw 
York,  witicli,  nt  best,  was  rery  doubtful  and  yet  exceedingly 
weighty,  becaiuc  of  tlie  large  number  of  itti  electoral  mtes. 
Amon^  its  leaders,  tho  ]M>ct,  William  Culleo  Brj-ant,  pub- 
lisher of  the  Evenin<f  Post,  deserves  E|>ccinl  mention.  Vet, 
tlicy  were  not  nble  so  far  to  conquer  thcni#c!vcfl  as  to  eny 
good-byo  to  the  party  who^c  itamenso  majority  the  eon* 
voution  now  followed.  They  thought  out  a  eornproniiw 
whicli  makes  thoir  attachment  to  the  party  and  their  ixmur 
of  invention  appenr  in  the  best  light,  bat  which  left  them  iu> 
choice  but  to  see  either  their  political  inteUigonee  or  tlieir 
ftdulity  to  their  convictions  called  in  question.  Tticy  furuuJly 
and  aolcmnly  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  tho  an> 
Doxatioii  piu-Bgraph  of  the  platform,  but  tliey  roicd  for  Polk, 
who  owed  hia  nomination  eimply  to  the  fact  that  he  waa  an 
uDoonditional  annexatioDist.'   They  quieted  their  ooti^vicDOts 

>  Sm  hii  luUer  of  LLe  23d  of  Apnl,  1844,  to  S.  P.  Cbaao,  Tk.  Healoo.  tie. 
ma.  LXVI.  pp.  22S,  229. 
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on  this  point,  by  the  demand  tliat  only  men  oppoeed  to  an- 
nexation ehonM  be  elected  to  congress.'  But  m>  little  waa 
I  the  flnvery  qnestton  nndcrstood,  even  yet,  that  honoratte 

len  wlio  hiwi  gmwn  grey  in  political  battl&s,  wore  able  to 
iring  thomwli-cs  to  Wlicre  tlint  this  expedient  could  acta- 

lly  amount  to  something dlfft^rent  from  tins:  "I  am  Inno- 
cent  of  the  blood  of  tliis  jiiat  man;  soo  ye  to  it.*' 

If  tli«  ties  of  pnrty  proved  too  strong  for  those  who  fo!- 

'lowo«l  nn  Pplfi«b  ends,  it  could,  of  course,  not  be  difficult  to 

maintain  di^uiplino  among  th<KMj  profepsiunal  politidnns,  to 

rhom  |>olitic8  wn!^  in  a  greiiter  or  lesaer degree,  a  ineiuis  by 
Wards  the  prosccntion  of  tlicir  personal  intcreste.  The  theory 
of  the  ppoiU  wa«  8o  firmly  rooted  tliRt  there  vra»  no  nc«d 
now  of  much  etfui*!  to  do  this.     A&  early  as  July,  ]843,  be- 

Jre  Texas  hod  been  mado,offieinlly,  the  order  of  the  day, 

wo  lendingorgnns  of  both  purtii's  hiid  proclaimed,  in  praioO- 
worthy  unifon,  tli«  necessity  of  proscribing  "the  pcjitifcrou* 

Ind  demoralizing  brood  "  who  had  not  wld  theineclvefl  bod- 
ly  to  the  one  party  or  the  other.'  It  was  a  piece  of  enper- 
'  "  Wfts  it  {thb  iiarLy  at  tlie  iioriL]  1«  inject  the  uODiiii&tioiLt  arid  abaa- 
don  One  contest,  or  Kboald  it  aapport  the  nominiLtiooi,  rpjoctiiig  tha  ttolen- 
■Uo  doctnne  interpolated  ai,  the  c(>nr<:ntiODi  oii'l  tnking  core  tint  thtir 
mtpport  ahou!<I  ba  unsomjiftnicfl  witii  «ach  nn  cxprrKinn  of  Ihnr  npinion  *a 
to  pnvfrnt  it£  beius  nuunterpretdd?  'l'li«  laiter  ultunutlive  bus  been  pre- 
temd,  and  m  think  wiaelyi  for  we  couoeiVB  that  a  prof)«T  rappesaion  of 
tlutr  opiniMi  will  nave  lb<>tr  tot^  from  iiii><:oniitn)clio«,  *n<l  tb&t  piopcr 
eflbrtt  arill  aocure  L!ii>  nAiniuiiUuii  -of  iwk  moniVn  of  oaninVM,  aa  will  i^ 
jflcttlM  nnviuTAntAlit^  vrltpn»>  now  prmsi^iJ  upon  Iho  count);."  Ibid,,  p. 
871.  The  *' confidential"  circular  ii^ed,  bcfidnbjrBiTant.  byfl.  P. Bar- 
ker. J.  W,  Edmonds.  D.  D.  Fi«ld,  Tb.  8edjtwidc  11).  W.  Taokcr  taA3. 
^ToirMend. 

"*Tb90lalM"  vribn;    "Tbin d^tmornuy  otioDli)  (noard  itwlf  at  tfnty 

ij  and  npirditUr  ftffiiLnd  tb«  adi-atiow  of  thu  nondcvnipts — the  nt>- 

SKn— who  urti  iinifcirinty  vimiiiI.  und  tuki)  mi  attitude  to  hold  tua 

balaaoe  of  power  between  paitwi,  u  aa  to  bo  able  lo  aell  tbnnMlTn,  and 

aaaifioo  tlw  boonb  caitaa  lo  Ike  qmnlalan  in  polHici."   To  tUi  "Tb* 
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Aaoua  caution  in  Tkn  Ri<^mond  Ejujuirer,  aftor  tlieekctioii 
of  the  «lcclor8,  to  noiiry  once  more  the  aoti-annoxaiioniil 
democrata  expressly,  tha.t  ther  were  entirely  exeladcd  from 
all  eharc  in  the  spoils.' 

The  electoml  battle  was  fouglit  on  both  side*  witl»  tl"' 
grcateat  cdci^,  bu  I  on  the  side  of  the  democrats,  in  part,  witJi 
that  criminal  I'u  thlosencfts  whicli  hftd  eo  frequently  put  tho  na- 
tion** honor  to  ehamp  in  the  Texas  trade.    The  Clay  clwiowj 

Sidunoiid  Whig  "  oiuwaied:  "Regniding'l'heGbbo'utliccxpoiK-iit  i.t 
the  (UnnoauUc  piuty.  wvbiiil  Utis  oxprewioa  of  opinion  wiUi  lii);li  ud- 
taction.  Tbo  wUig«,  wo  Uilievc,  hajn  iomg  nan,  kod  witlt  great  unoBua  - 
Hj,  (iMterminetl  that  they  will  uo  longer  eive  luwutb  to  •ucb  characta*. 
DOT  p^rifuc  th6iia»)lT<«  to  be  pn?yed  upou  by  tlietn.  A  aimilAr  detMnniiift- 
tioB  vat  oal]r  vuntiiig  from  the  democnc/.  to  reodet  cowboTinti  in  poll- 
Itoi  10  uBproStuble  09  to  be  abandoned  by  unirenalcoraent,  .  .  .  Now 
that  bottiliUcs  an  mgiiiebctweeo  the  captain  [Tyler]  and  tltc  lisliLaioir 
of  thv  dmnocncr.  and  the  lutt^r  is  saBninp  eereroljr  from  tli^  dalectjoo  of 
iU  fcncu  to  tbo  qunrtcn  of  tho  om-bojK,  'TbuGlubu'focnially  aiMtlM- 
tnatim  the  whole  gaixg  on  public  plaodereri  and  pimtn  —  AtwrM  ktuBunt 
geneiin,  wiio  am  (MiliLltid  to  so  i»ivz  or  m«[i:y  from  bhv  bocmt  tuiia-  W* 
■hiike  liAitdH  witli  "rb>»  Globe'  on  Uila.  We  concur  with  it  heattUj  bi<lc- 
miing  tkc  extcimincklion  of  tbit  pmUferoui  'oim]  donioraluDiis  brood,  aoil 
wili  da  nhatcrcr  wc  can  to  etTcct  it.  As  soon  ns  tbo  tbc  gorcnimciit  sfaaQ 
get  ori-r  tta  pn>MTit  syrcopo,  it  will  be  in  the  power  cither  of  tho  vbig*  <v 
dcmocratB  to  apply  a  i^^iucdy  in  tbe  premiaea.  In  tlic  mean  time  by  the  ro- 
operation  of  both  of  thoin,  they  cub,  to  u  very  gniH  uxtpnt,  ptut^vt  muJi 
other  and  inevcnt  tbcni*plrcA  from  boing:  prvyed  upon  by  tbe  ccmM)o*s. 
In  all  *kto  ttpiMintinmtii  th«y  rainy  <Io  thi*  mort  cStKioally:  far  thn  wliiei 
and  democrntstoirethereanipose  four-fifths  of  orar  slate  legulatumD  the 
DnioD.  L/;t  tlma  cvcrywhcni  tcmIto  that  Uio  gentry,  who  nro  tuo  iKue  lo 
associate  with  either  of  th«ra,  or  to  belong  to  eitlier  psriy,  HmH  not  bm 
them  to  tlieirowii  individual  aggrandisomont.  LetlbemaotoatlM  im^ 
dpl«  tbnt  the  wtiig  or  the  democrat  who  hot  unM  nongb  to  torm  an 
opinion,  and  hoacaty  coougb  to  avow  it,  ii  to  be  prpfcrrMl  to  tht  ibib«il. 
or  the  puritt  or  tlie  tu^-TcoQory  who  cannot  oame  loa<ii<cu)on,  orb  naJxaoiri 
cf  lii^  pnixrii^es,  wr,  fioin  aorttid  connidpratiotis,  ia  afraid  to  declamllMia." 
Ibia..  LSIV.  p.  S5I. 

< "  Wo  n>joicc  that  tboM  deaettiiiff  denwMsata  who  oppow  this  vital 
vn  which  Mr.  Polk  to  andomly  desim  to  be  eettled  at  this 
ban  DOlhing  to  okpKt  bon  his  adminiiUation." 
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fed  alioiit  twenty-two  thousand  votes  more  tliao  Har- 
TOon,  In  1S40,  mid  vet  Polk  was  elected  by  an  electoral  vote 
of  one  huiidrud  and  severity  ajpiiost  one  hniidred  and  fiva' 
The  whtga  had  confidently  calculated  on  victory  up  to  tlio  last 
moment, and  their  doteut  struck  tliem  like  lij^litning  from  a 
clettr  sky.  TIte  pavij  was  threatened  witli  total  demoraliza- 
tion. In  the  aUve  state*,  it  seemed  aa  if  it  would  be  entirely 
dii&iiuUed,'  and,  in  the  north,  it  was  deeply  ctiiicemud  aa  to 
what  it  could  Iio]»e  from  the  futnre,  now  lliaL  Clay,  notwith- 
standing the  absence  of  unity  in  the  camp  of  the  enemy, 
ootJd  be  beaten,  spite  of  the  fact  that  Webster  and  his  party 
had  BUpported  him  with  all  their  eiier^*.  And  people  did 
not  etnp  hert-.  The  result  of  the  election  appeared  almost  aa 
something  accessory,  in  face  of  the  circnmslances  attending 
it,  and  which,  from  the  very  first  mumeut,  diverted  attentioD 
from  the  specific  interest  of  (he  parties  to  n  whole  series  of 
prublemiv,  which,  entirely  independent  of  that  intereist,  ooQ- 
ditiuned  the  weal  and  woe  of  the  nation. 

In  uao  of  the  nnmeroi'-s  letters  of  condolence  sent  to  Clay, 
the  convictku]  ie  expressed,  that  ii  man  of  really  towering 
ability  wonid  never  again  fill  the  j>residL>ntiul  cliair.'     In  this 

'  Deb. of  Coner., XV. p.  301.  [can  sarno  rnoru  in  th(^t<.>xt  on  ttiepoip- 
nlar  voUt  *>ncL<  thnd&ta  in  UicHnitwutTny  command  devuibc  widely  fiom 
one  anotliiT,  nenlmi.  Tliirty  Yoaw'  View,  II,  p.  Bi'*,  ancribea  to  Polk 
],AS(;.Ii>8TOt«.and  toCiajl.297.D12.  StatMin.'s  MiiB..  II.  p.  LSS-^givM 
nlmrMl  tht  mmo  Sgan  (I.W7.0I«)  for  Clay,  but  for  Polk  onir  I,8K,SM. 
Saririit.  Public  Men  and  EvraU.  11.  p.  2-^1.  gircj  Tolk  1.S2T^'323,  and 
CUyl.K8,-*.a'J.«to. 

'  W.  C.  I'nMton.  the  iocmtj  KJtatar  of  8oudi  CHrc>linu.  wdtw  to  Cluy 
on  Iho  23d  erf  Novpmber.  1844:  "  For  Ihu  pPMent  the  whig  pairty  of  tb» 
mtalb  ii  ^tyvntl;  uiid  wo  caa  uot  ku^w  our  {lOkiUoa  until  (lu)  beat  and 
■inuki:  of  tliu  a»iltii.l  Iiiitc  p(UE*cU  nvny. ' '    I'riv.  Coimnp.  of  H.  Clay,  p.  &03, 

'"The  tihiult  of  IttU «Ui:tion  Ln4«HtuK<^d  uio tliat  uO  tiu^  uutn  lulIcDTf 
ilttj- can  erer  l»e  president  of  the  UniU.'d  StaV-ji.  Tlic  party  leaden,  lit* 
men  who  wake  prMidoata.  will  never  ooDJU.'nt  to  <.<leTfkb>  onu  gn-ntly  UieJc 
RUperiuri  ihi'jrfliif&rtooniiiclibytheoaiitniBti  tlifJraB|iinitiiintiun:dicGkodi 
thejr  power  is  dreomiaribedi  theelay  cannot  bo  mvuldudinloan  idolntittA 
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thort  wa»  only  too  mnoh  tnith.  But  the  compnnson  \x- 
tw«en  Olny  »iul  Polk  i»  not  tlie  first  tliiug  whidi  should  have 
loil  lo  lIiJB  coiicIuBion.  TTio  wlitgs,  in  1840,  had  preferred 
niirrifoii  to  eta}',  and  it  ill  became  tlicui  now  to  cast  »toue« 
at  the  democrnta,  Howovor,  tho  proof  Dowgiren  that  the 
personal  quiilifinitioiis  of  thecamlidatc  were  vcrv  indifferent, 
BO  far  as  his  sucwsi  was  conocnicd,  and  that  statosnion  would 
hnvo  to  etiikc  tlwir  sails  before  the  ronttne  politician*  nrhu 
delivered  ihemBeht-B  np  completely  to  be  p»rty  toola,  was 
ttioro  forcible  tlian  It  had  ever  been  before;  for  it  m*  on- 
doubted  CliHt  iho  whig*  also,  would  not  n^'ti,  after  this  ex- 
pGrloncf,  inako  an  attempt  to  take  the  field  tmdcr  ttic 
readership  of  their  most  distingiiishrd  men. 

Srciliocritr  hnd  almost  becoine  a  monopolT  without  wliidi 
one  va^  not  rntitlcd  to  tho  highest  office  of  the  nation:  the 
pn>]KTty  and  Inri'lUgent  classes  began  to  doubt  wliethrr 
they  would  ever  again  obtain  the  controlling  inflDesoeni  the 
country;  and  even  In  the  great  crowd,  the  native  popnlacfciii 
were  so  ncarlv  cvcnlv  Iwlanced  that  there  was  fear  I«t  the 
weight  which  tnrncd  the  htaIcs  might  fall  uita  llic  Itaods  of 
tlic  adopted  citizens,  who  were  politically  entirely  Immaiafe. 
Soeli  vvre  the  fruite  which  the  rail icaluCBlioa  of  the  dcnioesaer 
had  ripened.  The afBnnation that  "ntne-tcntttsof  therirtue, 
intdtigence  aod  rBi^>eQfabtH^  of  the  oation  had  voted  for 
Cliqr.^ikaiiexaggenUoa.'  But.vilhoDtqiMa(M»,GlajnRMld 

lo  nnr  wooliv^  lluicom,  a  iMmmm,  laauuH.in  h  ytt  uve  bem  ttr 
•obairatiBe,  iwMt  bawlwM  MoMiSid will)  iJl  tbe  feafiec  hiimi 
MctaBC  tl>^  iatnni*  of  tW  pMflcv  aid  tfcoac  inkcnstt  an  bufmmtir  A- 
Ibeat  IB  the  BPt«nl  {wte  ef  oar  «iMj  ettesAnl  eOBOUj.  wiat  a*  mt^ 
h  <Bt  mtioa  i*  poifoa  ia  matfAm.  Cm  bc  tberHbce,  acaadadate  if  la 
iB^mwtta*^o■^wh^^^trie■U.^^lrio^^^^aBdpBWcKIli^J^k^l^awy 
kCM  •»  eno^inaM  H  «e  bwKkiMute&e  finl  cwbL  Be  «JI  p«  d 
lfa»  rah*  wUch  tbc  bet  umI  waot  oaa  cooU  ■econ,  bdJ  wae  ■ftidi,  fe 
tWnMOMtkaM  Ariel,  b>tOdU  act."  Ftiv.Ooae^cC  0.  C^.|k.ML 
* FtiT.  QHiavc.  p.  «7.    la  lb*  Utwrf  wm^liaem  ^tm^^mi,m 
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hsLve  come  forth  victor  from  1110  electoral  campaign,  if  it 
liiul  beeu  |K)6siUe  to  weigh  tlie  votes.  'VThaX  did  tlie  votes 
of  the*' white  trash"  cif  the  foiith  weigh  agninst  those  of  tha 
farmers  of  New  Eiiglaudif  What  moral  ffcight  cotild  those 
votes  claim  which  were  allowed  tlie  southern  states  for  their 
ftlnvest  Uow  <lid  tho&e  of  the  native  inerchaDt^,  maniifao 
larerB  and  tradesmen  of-tlie  north,  compara  with  those  of  tJie 
Irish  day  hiborers  who  had  voted  without  excpplioii  for  PoUtI 
The  eoiiipSiihit  of  the  whigs,  however,  was  n'ot  only  that 
tlie  vote  of  the  ba*cflt  vagabond  was  worth  exactly  as  much 
nit  that  of  the  wildest  and  most  vii-tnoiifl  man,  and  tliat  tliat 
of  the  millionaire  weighed  not  n  grain  more  than  that  uf  the 
most  ignorant  beggar  —  lliitt  is,  tliat  the  actual  sitiiation  had 
coinpleiely  tiniiformed  itself  lo  the  state  of  the  law;  aud  that 
this  fact  had  tnmed  to  the  advantage  of  their  opponents  ex- 
closively;  bat  they  claimed  aho  that,  spile  of  all  this,  Clay 
would  ha\e  hecome  Tyler's  successor  if  only  the  legal  votes 
cast  liad  been  wtunted.  The  eame  charge  Iiad  bwii  lodged, 
four  yeare  before,  against  the  whiga  bj-  the  democrats,  and 
we  liave  heard  it  said,  hy  witnossM  beyond  suspicion,  tliat 
lioth  parucji  had  Iieen  guilty  of  electoral  frauds.  Bnt  nntjnw- 
tioniibly  what  was  oow  dooe  in  tliiu  re6[>ect  was  so  great 
that  all  that  had  been  done  previously  seemed  very  Imrmla^s 
when  compared  with  it.'      Esjiecially  in  Lonisiana  and  in 

Cay  oAd  Fn*Ung)mjw(n,  tlie  mercJinnbi,  Lti<!  pnifMsianal  ni(>n,  the  mechttn* 
icB  aiid  vorliiDg  men,  nil  Rach  lu  Urn  by  their  nltill  and  t)>e  ItAxa  of  tbatr 
bandit,  vbo  have  trim  whom  the;  dieriah  and  children  whom  tiiej  itjivs 
to  educate  and  Txuikti  (rood  citixena,  atea  wliv  go  It  church  oo  Sondafti  le- 
■p*<H  the  lawi  and  lore  their  country,  such  men  to  the  niimlxT  of  twi^ty- 
■ii  IhAUinnd  throe  bundted  and  einbty.flTe  redei?)ne<i  thpir  pledge  to  God 
and  tho  country^  but  oIobI  ihe  nuinencai  Btrctifrth  tics  not  in  thoK  ciaax*. 
Potpifpi*n  who  hnv»  '  no  lot  or  iidu^riiaiia; '  in  tlie  luattcr.  have  rohbed 
n«  of  vui  bitth-riftht;  tbe  '  K«ptvr  boa  departed  boat  IsimI.'  Ireland  haa 
rc-ainqiiered  the  oooatrj  which  Enirtand  Icmt. "' 

'  AdntHR  BOW  irntut  to  C\«y:    "  I  hoil  hopod  that  imd«r  yoor  gniAanoa 
tiat  ODUOti;  would  have  rvcctvi-it-d  from  tliQ  tlowDWord  leiukncy  mto  which 
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New  York'  was  the  busiuesA  carried  on  syGtetnaticttll^  iLad 
oil  tlie  most  enormoiift  scale.     It  could  not  be  proved  that 

it  Una  been  aiiiking.  Bill  iha  iflnnnic  frauds  hy  which  it  was  coniummated 
oSotA  a  na(.l  itre^entiment  of  what  miiut  Iw  cipoctt'd  heroftlt'^r."  Prir. 
Comisp.  ot  JI.  Clay.  p.  b'iC.  in  a  [irivate  letter  vt  B.  Juhnwii  Sufaottr  to 
Claj.  w»  r>*iul :  "  Doubb- dealing.  iI(!fDmationaudBla.ad@rBtuvatniomnip^ 
t»Tit,  A  moller  party,  withcat  principle  or  principlee,  iritli  fmiid  (or  th» 
moanii  oiid  the  election  of  n  dciaaKOffiie  for  tbe  end.  liare  triiunpbed. 
Dotaealic  uurruption  and  foreign  putrcwsenoa  cA>li»ocd  to  overvbclm  the 
Tirtueani)  lioitcatjof  tLo  country.  PlBqucmino  andToamianybaTcfttifled 
the  voicE>  of  the  Am^fxaa  propln,  nuil  the  lali?  caiitrst  hiu  onl;  ectnUabed 
the  DncUndiC'l]'  facU  that  fmudi  upon  Hxa  ballot  l>ux  have  perfect  imponitT, 
that  miNliocritr  is  merit,  and  that  every  exeex  may  be  oominitted  in  the 
minio  of  a  apurioiis  ilemiK'nicy."  Priv.  Corrcep,  of  H,  Giay,  p.  bSii.  Uom- 
piice  iliil,.  pp.  497.  503.  511.  523, 

'  "Thfl  fint  stntn  olpirtion  vrhieh  took  pIoM,  and  tostod  the  utrwsplh  «f 
pnrUca  Uifj^tm,  v/m  tiint  nt  TiOiiinanik.    The  contest  was  carried  on  vith 
ail  tha  eiKrey  of  hope  nnd  decperation.    Korcfl  tuid  fraud  wen)  fiwly  n* 
Kirt«d  to,  but  in  spibc  of  tiicac  tliv  whig*  cum-d  tito  atuW.    At  the  pmi- 
dcntia.1  election,  iiowc\Tr,  tlie  (iliiious,  or  tufani'Dns,  'PUiqmnnim  /rauHt' 
ga.vi>  (ho  PlMtoral  vote  lo  Mr,  Polk.    Ihosut  fnmd*  wen-  the  wort:  of  Uw 
uft<^rwards  dJittingraisbed  nbcl,  Jobn  SlidcU.    lie  hud  made  »  bet  vitb 
Oen.  BuTow  upon  thn  pnwidential  elnitjiin  in  tlut  titut«.  wliicfa.  if  tte 
«]eotioa  wiw  nut  fnkuduk'nt,  he  bud  fuir!;  won ;  but  be  u&vit  cUiiBed  Uw 
bet.     '  If  lie  hivl. '  Kiiid  Of  h.  Barrow  to  me,  *  I  ibould  have  held  bini  to  a 
]>0TROnal  T0«pon3ibLlit;y  bh  iha  author  of  Lh»(>  fnitid) ;  and  tha  bn  vtU 
Itnew  was  my  intention.'    The  fraud  rimply  consLsled  in  takine  down  to 
Plaqneruin^.  from  New  Orleaua,  two  steam  boats  loaded  with  as  iiKvb  Mul 
1  illiuuoua  a  aowd  of  rwcilI*  us  could  be  picked  np  in  and  about  the  whsnw 
Wild  jitirli.'us  ill  the  city,  to  vote  "  early  and  oft<-n.'     All  rotceweio  itquiwl 
1o  b«  hnnded  in  unfold*^!,  and  if  any  onft  wa*  for  the  whiff  ouididitM  fcr 
Hcctorn.  it  wiv,  if  I'Ois.iiUi",  nyeifed.    It  was  dangcroos  fisr  *  wtiif  U ba 
on  tho  ifroLtnd.    Tbe  vote  at  this  pacish  bud  beun  ait  folton: 

1840.       tS43.      tsa. 

Whiff 40  B8  H4 

Democratic ^'fl         179        306 

ycver  so  high  as  three  hundred  and  fifty.  But  at  this  election  (l*^ 
Polk  hod  a  majority  of  nine  hundr^-il  nnd  ccvnty!  Many,  ii  not  nio*^*.^ 
thoee  who  voted  at  PUqucminc  on  Wwin'-sdny  bad  rolwJ  in  N*ir  Oil#K^^ 
on  Monday:  those  who  liail  not  were  forvjjjncre,  nanRrfdmlBt  et^;'  .,^*^ 
haviiiK  It  riwht  to  vote.  Now.  a«  Polk  winied  the  iilata  by  a  tn«i<'"*^i^** 
six  hundred  and  ninety  only,  it  ia  very  eaay  bo  i»W  where  it  <ann0  **°"'  '  <*»^'E 
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Polk  nwed  liis  election  to  tliese  frauds,  and  such  perhaps 
was  not  Iho  case.  But  it  cannot  ba  contested  that  thc^-  had 
grown  to  be  »o  titimorous  that  the  «lifFci-cnc«  in  tlie  n:a\ 
strength  ot  the  piirties  iioedetl  tu  he  diminished  oiily  hy  a 
mioiuiiim,  in  oi-der,  If  this  prostitution  of  tlie  right  oE  frnf- 
trage  continued^  to  destroy  every  moral  giinmnly  thiit  the 
incumbent  of  the  pr«t.idciicy  wa^  re-Ally  ihn  pit)t>iiltiiit  elected. 
But  if  it  uctiially  ever  chuib  tu  tliis,  there  reinuinod  only  one 

eruative:  either  for  the  Union  to  fall  beyond  i^emption 
bto  a  condition  ainiilar  to  tlmt  of  Mexico,  or  for  the  people 
to  aumiuon  all  their  fitrengch,  intelluctuul  and  moral,  to 
scoarge  the  corrupt  trading  jiolittcians  out  of  the  temple, 
luid  to  pruceed  energetically  and  circnmspectly  to  the  re- 
iDoring  of  tlie  defects  in  the  principle  of  their  political  eys^ 
tern,  out  of  which  tlie  despotic  rule  of  this  wicked  baud  had 
grown. 

Plainly,  it  had  not  yut  cumo  to  this.  Loudly  and  violently 
as  the  ndiigs,  at  tirat,  complained  of  fraud,  Polk  wa£,  as  a 
matter  uf  fnct  and  without  any  more  ado,  rei^ognizcd  as  the 
legally  elected  president,  and  Iho  great  ijuu-Btion  of  the  day 
which  was  still  waiting  a  solution,  soon  drove  the  niemorj 
of  the  wholesale  miiniifnctnre  of  votes  into  the  bncltgponnd. 
Tlicre  was  atill  another  hattio  to  bo  fought,  and  the  Amori. 
can  is  too  mno'.i  of  a  man  of  a<-tion  to  wa^te  his  time  and 
his  strength  under  such  circumtitancut;  in  iiedess  complaints. 
Another  and  a  very  difierent  plias«  of   the  electoral  pro* 

how  it  wnj  ot>tiun<>d."  Surjtenit,  Public  Mm  and  Events,  ir,  p.  dtS. 
lo  Kew  York,  tfae  Knipiro  Club,  led  hy  Iiakb  Rkyndcn,  di#tin(niiibixl 
itadf  cspacially.  Sargent  Kaj»:  "Fttmuu"  in  tht? '  Plivtofinir*!  rriuiih'  Iw 
oiini",  fli'-)*  Milk  into  InBiirnificanoewbcB  com ptLrcd  with  tliose  perpHrnl«d 
in  Ibe  city  of  New  York."  Cliiiirmitn,  of  North  Carolina,  dedarod  in  tht 
ItooM  of  npriMPntiitireH  tlu.t  in  tlii.<  coimty  of  St,  I^wreiice,  bordcnoB  on 
i^kiiiwlo,  one  thousand  ax  banditti  and  bventy-teTeu  roUa  toon  tliaa  stu 
b«fore  wen  cut,  odi]  is  Qeosfpa.  even  flftean  thouaand  nina  baadrod  and 
fortjtour  more  U»rii  tJi«rtw««  penoM*ith  tbe  right  ol  BuShiee.  Pnblia 
Uea  and  If^fent*.  ]>p.  255,  200. 
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opcdlngfl  made  tlio  (ItcpcKt  nn<l  m<wt  lusting  imjiremion;  idd 
thia  pliuM!  uf  those  proceedings  was,  by  fHr,  the  mn»t  im- 
portant for  the  near  fnture.  Birney,  the  candiiinie  of  lim 
liberty  jwrly,  liad  received  wxtr-fourthoniiand  six  hundred 
and  fifty-tbrcfl  roli'e.*  Tiiis  ttiimbcr  was  Ktill  oranesocDUy 
Bninll  iu  comparisan  with  the  vote  of  the  two  great  pnrtitfh; 
and  yet  this  small  bdod  had  tamed  the  scales,  llic  Ubcitjr 
party  wiw  rccmitrd  nknost  exclnaively  from  among  the 
iriilgp,  nnd  in  New  Tork  and  Michigan  tlioir  vote  wns  greater 
than  the  <lnmooTatie  majority.  The  two  statffl  hat]  together 
forh'-one  electoral  votes.  If  tlic  liberty  i«rty  had  gone 
■long  wiHi  the  whigs,  CIny.  spite  of  all  the  election  frandi, 
wonld.tlicretoTv,  have  been  clceied  by  a  majority  of  seventeen 
electoral  votes.*  Hence  a  great  part  of  the  wliigs  were  ftu- 
loss  cmbitlrrrd  agninst  the  democratic  clcction.fnrgrr?  iban 
against  the  "fiinnties"  who  had  proved  untrue  to  tJieir  old 
flag,  altlioiigh  thpy  had  known  very  well  that  they,  in  this 
way,  might  facilitato  the  victory  of  the  common  enemy. 
But  thia  embitlerment  did  not  at  all  change  the  ca.<^  nnd 
the  men  wlio  made  hobby-horses  of  their  prindplcs  mani- 
feted  no  regret,  in  any  way.  And  tliU  ftict  was  still  more 
ftigniHrnnt  than  the  immediate  rcflnlt.  Those  hobby-horw 
ridei>i  witc  the  little  needle  of  the  balance,  and  llicy  had 
afforded  cotiial  proof,  that,  oti  the  basis  of  cqaai  convictione, 
in  reference  to  qneetioiis  of  n  second  order  and  of  a  leaser 

^SUit08tu.'«  Man.,  II,  p.  1^.  8«g«»t,  U,  p.  2^1,  giva  nx^hro 
IliGusaod  two  hiindird  and  tlsty  tliree. 

*  Rvi-n  Nmt  Tortt  alone,  with  its  tliirtf -atx  vot»,  woald  b&rc  been  raffl- 
di^it  to  Becim  his  election.  A.  Sponct-r  writes  to  Ol^y  on  thtt  2lRt  d 
NoTPinher:  "You  received  two  handrail  und  Ihirtr-twi)  thuncund  four 
bniidnd  and  clcvm  votni  Polk  rcd^ved  two  liuaJrvil  B.nd  tliirtr-Mwm 
thousand  f oar  buntln.'il  nnd  ihirty-Lwn;  Bitney.  SfUvnlhouundc-itihthas* 
divd  tuul  M>venty-fivt>.  Whaca  monstrous  poll.  Vou  reorivi.'d  tix  tlionund 
firu  hurKln>0  and  ninctr-fcui  nunre  ntca  llinn  narrison  did  in  ItMO,  whm 
his  auuority  exceeded  thiitcen  tfaoutand.  You  will  pcreeivu  (hat  tli«  tin- 
litian  Toto  lost  yoa  tho  vIecttOD,  as  Uiree-fourtha  ct  ibem  mm  Sna  wbigii 
eoavertnl  into  ftbolitionisU."    Clajr.  Priv.  Oomip.,  pp.  SOI,  SOS. 
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degree  of  baw  lore  for  the  slavocntcjr,  tlieir  assistance  oould 
liencefortJi  iiut  be  expected.  True,  ihc^  thus  plavcd  into  the 
luuiiUoT  tim  annexnlioniBts,  Bad  ni»du  annexiitiuu  possible. 
But  thi*  cannot  detonoiae  iiiator/  to  adupt  llie  damnatory 
jad^icnt  of  the  day.  They  helped  to  turn  the  vUip  ton'urd« 
its  horriltle  end;  but  tliia  lliey  could  do,  or  lend  a  linnd  to 
dv,  uniy  to  pei-pctuate  tlie  incouipanil>ly  greater  ciidlcsA  hor- 
fxir.  If  they  continued  tlieir  course,  a  new  formutiou  of 
l^articA  wa&  inevitable;  and  the  uhJgg  liuJ  to  puy  the  whole 
account.  Tho  Dortherii  portion  uf  tjic  whiga  fiiruiahed  the 
reiururceiueuts  to  tlie  paity  of  the  future,  and  the  more  the 
moka  of  the  lattei-  swelled,  the  gieater  imist  Imvc  been  the 
teiideur.y  of  tlic  soiitheru  {-ortiDu  tu  jom  tlio  dcmocratio 
party  wliich  wa*  ruled  by  the  slavocracy. 

The  uiiiicxatioiii3ts  had,  thanks  to  the  liberty  party,  con- 
<luGrc(l,  bu:  so  &ir  03  it  contd  be  at  all  doiio  by  the  presldea- 
tial  election,  tlie  pn)uf  v.aK  now  adduced,  tliat  the miLJurityuf 
the  population  were  opposed  to  immediate  annexation.  The 
atiti-uiiiit.-\;ilioiii8t  vote  wm  made  upof  the  vote  of  the  whigs, 
tliat  of  the  liberty  p.irty  and  thatof  the  dciuoorats  who  wuuld 
sea  Id  Polk  only  the  deintjorat  aud  not  tlio  aunexutiuiiieit. 
"ntese  three  groups  toother  coiiBtitiitod  thoniiijority,  6otLat 
there  was  im  need  fiiiit  to  deduct  the  illegal  votes  from  the 
vote  for  the  Polk  electors.  Tylor,  iiotwitlistuiiding,  in  his 
annual  nic^i^^  of  tlie  3d  of  Decemlier,  allied  with  the 
boldness  vrliidi  had  long  distinguished  the  slavocrat,  that 
anoexatiou  wa»  the  only  question  which  had  been  before 
tjie  peu]>lc  in  the  electoral  cuiupaigo,  and  that  the  majority 
ngt  only  of  the  stated  but  of  the  pupnlation  also  had  decided 
in  fiivor  of  immediate  nnnex.ition.  Both  hou&os  uf  con- 
gress, ho  declared,  hni]  buen  instrueted,  in  "  terms  tho  most 
lunphatic^"  to  aooomplUh  annaxatiou  inuuuliately.  Ueaue, 
it  WHS  pm^ier  tbnt  all  qae«tioD&  of  secondary  cuusidoratiou 
shoald  be  put  aaida     In  aooordauce  with  this,  be  rooom. 
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laendcd  in  express  tcnns  the  easiest  and  eimpUwt  wav; 
aonoxiition  by  joint  re^olulion  nf  both  houses.' 

Thin  far  surpassed  nil  the  gmtnitous  adrice  to  vhiefa 
Jackson  had  ever  trtntcd  the  "  people  "  as  to  tho  "  decisions  " 
whioti  Uiej  should  hav^  come  to.  How  wroth  Calhoun  had 
then  boon  over  sueh  intorprotatioDB  of  the  elcctioiul  Bat 
that  Tylor  did  nnt  now  write  a  word  on  thi^  qoestioD,  which 
did  not  hayo  Oio  snoeUoo  of  his  secntarj  of  state,  is  self- 
evidonL  Hie  slav-ocracj  wontd  Itave  to  die,  and  to  die  be- 
yond rcsornxiioa,  if  it  coald  not  derlso  BOine  means  to  get 
more  land  and  to  create  mora  states.  No  one  had  noog* 
Dizod  tliis  more  clear!;'  thaa  Calhonn.  What  wonder,  tfam, 
that  the  horrible  craping  for  land  which  de\'oured  tlie  entndU 

'  "  No  definite  ocboa  bannff  bc«n  taJcea  oa  tlie  nlg«ct  [aiiacxatioa]  hj 
coagtem,  Hut  qaeHJaa  Kiemd  iUeU  directJj  to  the  '*'*^«»»'  <d  the  ttMtm 
and  Um  pxyb^  Tha  pmt  popdar  «leetido  wUeb  bat  jntt  htmiBilMi, 
■flbcded  dn  beat  cnMctmi^  a(  awrtaJwiwr  tfae  will  of  lbs  ^ata  md 
lite peopls Bpea it.  .  .  -  1^ deeinoa of  tbepeefle  aaiOtoatua, ma 
lliin  ijirst  mill  ininirrtJin  ■itijitfl.  Iim  U«iii  ihfiisirlj  iififii<iil  Tki 
q— ■tkiB  of  auMxation  has  bsot  pawutsd  aabHllT  ts  tfav  eoBalntiB. 
if  tbe  UMis  ibdf.  an  nUatenl  s^  iaddnrtal  tann  attack  wcnal- 
oabttd  b>  £Tide  anil  dtrtnd  ibe  paUic  CToncilfc  vcn  OBxhBr  aniM. 
Tfc«M  were  kA  far  Oa  viidna  cC  Ite  falan  to  detefliBiae.  lt|RKMlel  I 
npcat.tlwiMlat«dvMrti0a  at  aaaraaliBaj  aad  iathat  fmaitbMWB 
•abnittsd  to  lbs  orical  «<  pabGs  saitiaMrt.  JL  anttoffiac  najndlr  <rf 
the  paoffe,  bmI  a  Insa  viadlr  of  Ae  st^es,  bB«c  dedanri  ta  tefOT«f 

^^MwlGAta  mMimiii^L  Ifttft^f^b^M  I-m-bj  Am*  ^^^mi  i^ta  i  _rt^  b^iM^^ 
wB  QBR^Bmi^  DOB  ^0a«  IVwVQOTv  wOPB^BBHi^L  Bi  VSIDP  tB0 1BQ0  iHB^BVt 

b  M  tb«  vffl  «l  toth  tbs  fwoph  aad  flw  itota  tbt  Tk»  iMI  bt  amand 
totba  Una  ^oa^tly  and  inBidbMr.  It  Bar  ba  hopal  that,  m  onr* 
|^Bto«nentiBatba|«WieT)B,tlw  dsdind,  ill  oAslaal  iHet  ai^ 
baanided.  ridiiii  lniililiiiiM  iiii  liiid  iWiihw  bi  Ibi  iwlm  if  ilihi 
«lMhib«BU  ha  igra«l  mt  iM  th»  tasitaEr.  «tM  tfai  tiH  bv  acnnl 

far  JtbdiimrHw*  Hills' ■■"    80  vith  ■&  aUm.    .    .    . 
"  Iha  twa  ■(wanawta  baiiac  ikeadr  acnad.  Araa^  1&B- npsdm 

M«nn  hi  tte  ftva  ^  a  j^  iMsl^aa. «  Mik  to  ba  padhotad  Md  Mdi 

"-'-J--" ^-  w^m  MbyhiXJaafsaaw.brttejar' 

\9tXt^r    8totaML*s]fa^U.pp.MB8^tSll 
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tlie  sIflToerney,  drove  tlie  grcntpst  of  the  elnvqcraU,  for  the 
Hike  of  olitnitiiiig  thiit  kml,  to  ignore  eiitirc>ly,  mid  williout 
«ny  coinpiinction,  all  the  underlying  principles  of  liis  polit- 
iciil  do<!trines.  It  w«b  a  (Hiestioii  ofle:i  rniscdj  but  never  yet 
decided,  wlietlicr  tlie  atnte  legi^ialures  hud  ti  rij;lit  lu  instruct 
Iho  eonatont.  But  who  hnd  over  heard  of  lUe  right  of  llia 
jjeople  to  give  inBtnictimiB  to  the  senate,  hy  means  of  a  goii- 
eral  election?  Wlien  had  the  powers  of  the  legislatures  beea 
transferred  to  the  electors!  Even  tlie  most  decided  partisana 
of  the  right  of  instruction  of  the  Icgislnturcs  had,  for  tho 
most  pnrt,  left  tlie  senators  tho  nltoi-ontivo  of  rosignatioo. 
]S^ow  it  was  claimed  that  tho  infitriictioiis  given  by  the  prc»- 

ntial   rlection  directed  the  senate  to  refrain,  on  principle, 
all  further  previons  consideration;  all  it  had  to  do  waa 

'ffifiip  tbc  tempting  fruit,  and  leave  it  to  the  future  to  do 
flie  l)est  it  cnnld  with  t1ie  numberless  puisonons  thorns  which 
covered  it  But  above  all,  what  Ikxxiuic  of  the  "eovcr- 
eignfy"  of  the  states?  Tlie  constitution  had  ainde  the  seii- 
fltc  of  congress,  in  tlio  firBt  place,  the  controlling  adviser  to 
tho  president,  in  respect  to  Ibe  relations  with  foreign  powers. 
The  least  important  of  treaties  I'equired  the  assent  of  two- 
thiivls  of  the  senators.  And  nnw,  in  tho  ca5c  of  a  compact 
with  a  foreign  power,  than  which  it  is  impossible  to  imagine 
one  more  important,  a  simple  majority  was  to  suffioe,  al- 
tlioiigh,  according  to  Tyler's  own  theory,  much  more  than 
oiie-thii-d  of  the  states  had  ''instructed"  their  senators,  in 
•*  terms  the  most  emphatic,"  agninsit  annexation;  for  of  twen- 
^^•six  states,  elevon  had  ^voo  tboir  electoral  voto  for  Clny. 
If  the  "people,"  by  means  of  a  presidential  election,  could 
oblige  congiees  to  iiiotfrporate  a  foreign  state,  and  if  congress 
eouid  effect  such  incorporation  by  a  simple  majority  reuo- 
Intion,  the  "consolidation  "  of  the  tJuion  wus  complete,  and 
its  confederate  character  completely  and  forever  at  an  end. 
^e  Union  never  was — neither  HOiaally  nor  legally  —  the 
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coiifcdenitiou  of  eovereigu  stAtos  wLich  Colboun  rcproseoted 
it  to  be;  l)ut  ncitlmr  was  it  uctually  or  legally  a  poUtiokl  or 
imtioiml  momij  (ElnUeiistltxQt  =  unity-state).  The  ooosti- 
tuCion  of  "  this  IJaioQ  "  into  whicli  cougrc&s  miglit  take  tiew 
states,  may  \ni  likctiG4l  to  n  piece  of  tidiilo  —  reprceenliiig  tJie 
iucomptutc  growing  &tate  of  affiiii's — witli  a  uuiifvUurate 
warp  aud  a  fedoral  woof.  If  Tylor'fi  proposilloii  waa  iicce<led 
to,  tliis  Untoti  Iiad  disappeared.  It  W4U  do  longer,  iu  uiy 
&BI1HC,  11  coiistitutioiial  tilntu,  if  tlio  fudeml  powere  could  thus 
be.giveu  bliiiliug  indtructiitn-i  by  tlm  ''|*eoplu;"  luid  still 
less,  it  possible,  if  the  foderul  powers  were  ealitJod,  in  their 
own  riglit,  or  by  virtue  of  eucb  instructions,  lo  «nidtj  the 
most  unnmbigituus  provisions  of  tttu  coiutiLiitiou.  Tbc  in- 
torpretJiCion  of  every  conslitutiou  must  start  oat  with  the 
two-foM  riiip|w»itioH,  tlint  erery  one  of  its  provi&ious  has  » 
rewiKJimblu  piii-posc,  aud  tlmt  it  cuiiuot  bare  bceu  the  inten- 
tion of  the  li^islaior  that  one  part  of  itg  provi&ious  abould 
be  repealed  by  uuutlier  purt.  IJiit  tlio  pro^'isioti  that  trestic» 
should  beconcbided  by  the  president,  with  the  cuOperatioa. 
of  two-thirds  of  the  soiiaturs,  bad  no  rca-sonabie  purpose  if 
even  thb  utmost  which  could  be  accotnplishwi  by  the  treuty- 
power  could  be  effected  likewise  by  a  rusoluiiun  of  oongrefls, 
in  the  most  informal  and  mo^t  uu-guaranticd  (j^arantulo- 
gest^n)  Dianoer,  iu  which  any  aclioa  whatever  of  congress 
ciiiild  be  taken.  ^Uon-uver,  tlie  principle  wbicli  bad  to  be 
relied  un,  to  effect  uiitie:catioii,  by  u  JtiiuirvMulutiuu,  luvolvvd 
the  doing  away,  on  principle,  with  tlie  eminently  ooiuerva* 
live  futidumciital  chai-acter  of  the  coiiatlttittou,  iu  which  the 
federative  nature  of  the  Union  had  found  its  nio«t  direct  and 
entirely  natural  expression.  A^l  the  guaraoUcs  with  which 
the  Hiparate  provisions  of  the  oonstitntion  ftnrronndcil  tlic 
constitutive  memher^i  of  tite  Union  —  tlie  states — agaluit 
too  liasty  changes  in  general,  and  oepocially  against  oucixwuh- 
inentson  their  independent  powers,  and  penuiinent  curtail- 
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mente  of  tlicsc  powers,  by  simple  majority-resolutions,  were 
mere  illuBiona,  if  a  majority-roaolution  of  congress  gnfficed 
tw  incorporate  foreign  etatca  into  tlie  Union.  The  a«- 
nexAtioDiets  Inid  great  strasa  on  the  fuct  tlmt  the  Tcvang 
wore  eliitdrcn  of  Uic  Union,  and  bad  modeled  all  tlicir  ia- 
etitiitiona  on  those  of  the  United  States.  But  who  went  sa- 
curity  tluit  tlie  hands  of  tliu  annexatiouuts  would  not  soon 
graap  at  territory  whicli,  in  everything,  bore  a  heteroge- 
neous 6tamp{  Many  words  to  this  effect  had  lUrcady 
dropped  from  the  lips  of  the  slavocratjt,  from  wluch  it 
appeared  that  8ucli  would  be  tlie  case,  under  all  circutu- 
stauceu,  and  that  it  would  take  place  all  the  sooner  i£  tltey 
acquired  Tesna. 

Calhoun  believed  that  the  existence  of  the  elnvocracy  wa« 
at  stake,  and  hence  he  put  the  uonslitution  a«idc,  and  throw 
it  overboard,  and  thu  constitntion,  not  only  as  he  had  hith- 
erto conceived  it,  hot  as  it  really  wae.  I  do  not  &ay  that  ho 
was  clearly  conscious  of  thio.  lu  a31  hie  thouglit  and  feelinj^ 
he  was  so  entirely  a  elave  of  slavery,  that  ho  waa  not  able  t« 
look  to  tlio  rigtit  or  to  the  left,  eo  long  as  that  conviction 
Bcoarged  him  to  the  goal  on  which  his  eye  was  fastened  with 
all  the  violence  of  the  monomaniac.  Others,  on  the  con- 
trary, not  only  walked  right  over  the  conatitiition,  hut,  with- 
out any  imasinablo  practical  object  and  only  for  their  own 
pleasure,  oi-tuntatioiisly  and  maliciously  trampled  it  under 
foot.  And  again,  thd  slavocracy  was  able  to  boast  that  a 
volunteer  from  among  Iheir  nortlicni  Boldicr-lKiyB  pushed 
hinieelE  forward  to  perforin  this  provost  aervioo  (Pro/bee' 
diamtj.  Tyler  had  said  that  congress  should  do  longer  occupy 
itself  with  the  qnestion  concerning  the  conditions,  but  bo 
content  with  what  had  been  agreed  upon  between  the  exec- 
utives of  the  two  Btatea.  Charles  J.  Ingerxill,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  chairman  of  the  bonso  oommittcc  on  foreign 
afiairs,  carried  oat  thia  wiah  to  ttio  very  letter:  he  Lutroduoed 
46 
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the  rejected  treat}'  itself  as  an  annexation  resolution.'  In 
the  eenatf,  McDiilfii;,  of  S^mtli  Carolina,  told,  witii  laooolc 
brevity,  what  tliis  meaut.  Aoconliiig  to  bis  motion,  the 
joint  resoludoD  eliould  "  ratify  tlie  treaty."'  Tbeaa  were  tJic 
fanatics  of  "strict  oonatr action," 

The  gentlumen  were,  therefore,  after  alt,  mistaken.  If 
there  wa.')  in  congreas  a  respectable  nnmber  of  representa- 
tives of  the  northern  states  who  boasted  the  honor  of  consid- 
ering it  ilicir  duty  to  perform  Uie  meanest  Bervice  for  the 
elavocracy,  there  were,  on  the  other  hiind,  atnoog  ihe  repre- 
sentatives uf  the  eoutheni  states,  still  many  patriots  and  men 
of  liOTior,  whose  cheeks  were  mantled  with  ehame  and  whose 
hearts  beat  with  indignation  at  the  brazen  insinnation 
they  could  thiia  foolishly  play  with  the  constitution. 

The  battle  waa  fimglit  along  two  entirely  different  liae& 
The  one  part  contested,  uticonditionnlly«  the  right  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Union  to  annex  a  foreign  tttatc:,  and  did  not 
want,  under  any  circnmatanceu,  to  allow  the  territory  of 
slavery  to  be  extended.  In  relation  to  the  Hrst  point,  the 
Btmggle  over  the  pnrcliase  of  ix>iiitiiana  waa  not  renewed. 
Tliat  precedent  wsa,  for  the  most  part,  looked  upon  as  bind- 
ing, and  whore  this  was  not  done,  the  qnestton  was  left 
entirely  nndecided.  I'ho  ntress  wii»  laid  on  t)ie  fact  that  a 
piece  of  land  was  not  to  be  acquired  from  a  foreign  state, 
but  tliat  an  entire  foreign  state  was  to  be  incorpoimled  Into 
the  Union. 


•DeV<)fConer..XV.  pp.  17^,  175. 

'"Besalvrd  by  the  oenate  iuid  louae  of  repreaeDtatiTai  of  the  nniud 
Stetot  o{  America,  in  MngrNfl  aaa^mhled,  Tbat  th«  floopaet  of  ■naentioa 
made  bctwT!i-n  the  rxecnti'ro  gonmment «(  the  TTnJted  Sfaitai  and  tiiat  o( 
Tuiu.iind  mibmiU«d  tothewssteforcoBfimiKKoa  t^tbepmndaBtdf  te 
United  StaU?^  be  aad  lfa«  lane  k  hereby  nlified  a*  the  femJanwabJ  law 
of  aaiiOD  between  tlie  United  States  and  Texa*,  u  noon  u  the  rapcns  n- 
seotivtt  aad  legialatiTo  power  of  Texas  aball  tnti/y  and  eoofini  bbt  Hid 
ooBiwiof  aimexatum."    )I0(».  LXVI.  p.  422. 
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Tbe  aDnexationiats  maintained  that  tho  oonstitu  tion  pave  to 
oongrew,  in  general,  anthority  to  "adopt  new  ftUtoe."  Ilie; 
believed  tiioj  found  a  point  uf  support  fur  tkoir  view,  in  tlie 
fact  that,  at  first,  the  fallowing  reatrictidn  wae  added  to  the 
clause:  "  lawfully  ari&ing  within  the  lltnil«  of  the  United 
States."'  Rive&,  of  Yirgiuia,  on  the  other  hand,  claimed 
that  the  I^hiWlelphia  convention  had  dropped  thiB  reatriction 
otily  from  rvgard  to  Vermont,  which  wab  at  tlic  time,  in  a 
certain  nieabtii-o,  en^'Sgi^  in  rebclUou  a^uat  Kew  Turk, 
and  which  might,  tlierefore,  easily  have  been  regarded  aa  a 
state  not  "lawfully"  arising.  McUuBio  replied  that,  to  re- 
move tliin  difficnlty,  there  was  no  need  of  Btrikingout  the 
vhole  limitation;  it  would  have  been  sufficient  to  drop  the 
woi-d  "  lawfully."'  Tlndoubtcdly  comn-t  as  this  arfrument 
is  in  itselft  I  cannot  but  think  that  i£ive3*B  view  accorded  with 
the  historical  fact  It  did  not  at  all  occnr  to  the  convenCion, 
tliat  the  q^ue.'ttion  whether  states  originating  outside  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Union  should  bo  admitted,  cotild  arise.  I  con* 
aider  tlun  wotxIs,  "  wittiiii  the  limita  of  the  United  BtateK," 
only  an  additional  clause  added  to  the  words  **  states  law- 
fully arising"  out  of  stylistic  con  aid  orations.  With  the  lat- 
ter  the  former,  obviously,  fell  away.  There  is  not  to  bo 
found,  in  Madison's  notes,  the  least  intimation  that  a  single 
member  of  the  convention  had  referred  lo  the  posBihllity 
pointed  out  by  McDuffie.  Ihit  it  may,  indeed,  he  seen  from 
them,  that  r^;ard  for  the  case  of  Yermunt  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  history  of  that  clause.  On  the  2&th  of 
Angnst,  Gouverneiir  Morris  introtluced  the  motion  which 
led  to  its  later  framing.  The  original  limitation  was 
stricken  ont,  but  the  creation  uf  new  states  within  tlie  limits 
.  of  the  existing  states  was  made  to  depend  on  the  assent  of 
the  legislatures  of  the  states  in  que«tion  and  of  oongrees. 


■  Eaiot,  DebntH,  V,  pf>.  12»,  in,  190,  211.  316,  381. 
'Dcb.ofr<iBgr.,  XV,  p.  232. 
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Lutlinr  Miu-tin  cxpreeeed  himself  in  oppoeition  to  this,  atnl 
aeked  whether  it  was  deaired  to  reduce  Vermont  bj  force' 
Uorris's  iDotioQ  and  the  final  fraraiug  of  the  cUuso  were  a 
compromise:  the  oonvention  Bvoided  g^ving^  in  the  oonftti- 
tuttoo,  a  direct  point  of  eupport  for  t)rc  mining  of  the  qoee- 
tiOD  whether  such  eveiita  as  were  taking  ph»cc  in  Vermont 
wore  oninwfiil,  and  at  the  same  time  sared  their  righta  to 
the  existing  etate*. 

The  expression  *'new  Btates,"  al&o  affords  an  argument  in 
fftvor  of  this  interpretation.  If  it  cannot  he  cliumed  Ui&t 
the  oxpreeeion  is  applicable  onl;  to  atatea  which  originat« 
w'ltliin  the  tcrritftrj-  q£  the  Union,  yet  it  will  not  be  quea- 
tioned  that  the  word  "new"  was  not  tlio  most  direct  and 
proper,  if  the  Pliiladelpliia  convention  Lad  liad  fordgn 
statoB  in  mind  also.  Coaeidering  the  g7-cat  care  it  took, 
throngliout,  in  itit  rvdAotion,  wc  arc  justified  in  aasaming 
that  it  would  have  need  a  second  adjective,  in  this  cue,  to 
designate  both  categones  exactly.  That  it  had  only  the 
former  category  in  mind,  ia  all  the  more  proWble,  becanM 
the  two  restrictions  pertaining  to  the  granting  of  tlic  right 
of  admission,  speak  only  of  the  territory  of  tlie  tTntan.' 
Madisi>n,  indeed,  speaks  once  in  the  FetUratUi  of  the  ad- 
mission  of  new  states  in  *'  their  [the  thirteen  original}  neigh- 
hnrhoods;*' bat  the  context  dooa  not  permit  the  slightest 

■ "  KoUiiiifr  ■  ■  ■  would  ao  alurni  Uici  limiled  atsta  m  la  nakn  tlui 
oonaent  of  tfae  lacge  stale*.  daJmuiir  Hit!  weateni  land*,  nfirmnij  to  t^ 
ntabliahmenla  wittiia  their  linutJ.  li  u  jimpoaad  to  gruuanty  the  flsta. 
?ha!l  Vermont  bo  redocAxl  by  fone,  in  &tot  of  Lb«  atatit  aUottog  it? 
Pmikl'iinil,  and  tiie  wcitt^ni  oountf  of  Vtryiiu^  vcn  IB  a  tflBB dtnUia&*' 
KUiot,  Debates,  T,  p.  403. 

*  Set  tfae  apoocb  of  Bagbr.of  Alabama,  Deb.  of  Ccm^.,  XT.pp^SOX 
221.  Tba  claou  nods:  "Maw  stat«  may  ba  admitted  bjr  the  floa- 
i;Te«  into  tfait  Cnton,  bat  do  now  «t«tq  «h«ll  be  fonaed  «c  enctnd  vUb 
the  jndsdictioD  of  aajr  other  atate;  dot  aajr  itata  be  fanned  Igr  tfaa  jni^ 
tioaot  two oriBore (lata*,  orpurta  of  ilalee, iriUioat  the  oauBotof  the 
Iqpalatnrea of  the ftatn  CDaooaed,  aawdlaaof  theooogmiw" 
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doubt,  tliat  hy  "  noigliWrlioodfi  "  Le  anderstood  the  territory 
belonging  to  the  states  which  lay  outside  their  llmita  aa  ac- 
tually or^'anized  fitate*.' 

Tlie  law  was  oguinst  the  aoDexationiBte,  but  the  facta  wet« 
on  tfieir  side.  Congress  hud  not  been  granted  t]i.e  pow«r  to 
incorporate  foreign  states  into  the  Union;  bin  there  was  no 
essential  difference  between  thoparchftscof  Looisianaand  the 
annexation  of  Texas.  If  the  elavery  question  and  tlie  rela- 
tion to  Mexico  were  left  out  of  conBideratlon,  there  was  all 
the  less  reason  to  hcailate  about  the  latter;  sineo  Texas  did 
not  need  first  to  acttiiniilate  itself  to  the  United  Sfatea  in  any 
essential  respect.  Itad  it  belonged  to  the  United  States, 
from  the  first,  and  withoot  intcrniption,  it  would  not  buve 
been  by  one  Iota  a  more  houiogcncons  element.  But  sach 
facts  weigh  more  in  the  life  of  nations  than  abstract  right. 
The  want  of  eoriKtitulional  power  furnished  a  solid  basis  for 
tlie  other  reasons  of  the  op^tosition;  but  if  tliese  did  not 
avail,  from  want  of  sufficient  force,  it  wa^s  folly  to  cxpoet 
that  the  former  would  bo  looked  n{>on  as  an  insurmoan table 
ohetnclc. 

Tyler  would  aearcely  liave  aeeumoil  ao  bold  an  attitadc,  in 

I  HeeodsaTDia  to  icfato  ttte  aiKrtion  thai  irpubltcB  of  fcnai  extoil  ■• 
toapaeoaraanonpnlity;  iparfllM  thr  fTtnir  nf  the  territory  of  tbeUtuoo 
aooordinft  to  th*  limita  established  in  the  couclniioa  of  poiioc  wiUi  Sa- 
gjaad;  declant  "tJMnutural  limit  of  u  nr;>uUici>tliiil<]i«tiuiwfn>m  Ui« 
cc&tio  whicli  will  barely  allow  the  roprwieiHAtivc*  of  Uio  pcwpk  to  n.eut  u 
oftea  HI  may  be  iiecewaty  for  the  adtniniatiaUon  of  public  aff^ra.  Can  H 
be  aud  that  the  liinita  of  tfao  UniUMi  StaUw  cxocwl  ttaisdietancv?''  And 
then  fsya:  "  A  eccond  obwrvatjon  to  be  made  i«,  tbat  tlie  immcdiiLl)!  ob- 
jeda  of  the  ftederol  constjtatwn  b  to  ■ecuie  th«  unim  of  the  thirteen  prim- 
itive et«,ta,  which  wo  know  to  be  pnicticfttfki  vid  to  add  to  them  mtcb 
otbpT  stutec  an  may  arisw  in  tboir  own  botuniK,  or  in  thoir  Deighborliooda, 
whiiJi  w<«  cannot  doubt  t«  be  equally  piacticabie."  The  Federalist,  N* 
XJV,  Dutcmu's  edit.,  pp.  85.  S7.  Ilcaoc  tfacso  amplificotioju  only  oon- 
firtn  the  vievt  of  the  anU-ufiiieutioniBts.  See  ^ao  Chttendea't  Bpeecb, 
Deb.  of  Congr.,  XV.  p.  233. 
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bU  auuiial  mc«aage,  iF  he  Had  not  kuowu  tbat  be  wae  in  ac- 
cord, on  the  fandamoDtal  question,  with  the  majoritjr  in  both 
hou»eii  uE  ci)tign:siL  If  oiil^  all  tlio»c  who  kucw  how  to 
ootae  to  SD  imderataDdiuj;  la  the  une  way  or  the  other  on 
the  cotiMitutioDftl  qucation  in  relattoD  to  the  ftoto  of  anntrxa- 
tioQ  could  be  brought  together,  the  game  was  voii. 

Id  the  house,  there  was  need  of  only  one  cardinal  oun- 
oeSBioD :  that  the  line  of  the  Mie^iuri  compronii^  shoald  be 
coDtiiitied  ihi-ou^h  Texas.  H^i;ai-d  had  to^ubgeqaeotereuto, 
speciat  attention  shonld  be  called  to  tlie  ^tthat  Donghu, 
of  Illinois,  not  only  adopted  tills  provisioD  intotLeresolntioiu 
introduced  hj  himself,*  but  that  ho  also  afterwards  deeirad 
the  amendment  of  the  resolutions  of  MUton  Broivn,  of  Teo- 
neesco,  by  the  expreea  prohibition  of  sla^'erj  north  of 
36**  30'.'  When  this  was  oooorded,  the  resolations  www 
adopted  on  the  35tli  of  Febmarj  by  a  vote  of  one  biuidred 
and  twenty  against  ninety-eight.* 

In  the  senate,  tlie  battle  raged  hotter  and  lasted  k>Dger; 
For  the  senate  contended  not  only  for  the  constitution  in  gen- 
eral, but  for  itsown  prerogatives  also.  Archer,  of  Virginia, 
made  a  report  on  the  4th  of  Febrnary^  1845,  which  vfsrj 
itmphftt  icnily  dcnlnrei]  nnncxation  to  he  poBsible  only  by  mcnna 
of  the  treaty,  and  which,  moreover,  demanded  the  refiolntion 
of  Texas  **  into  its  component  elGmcats."  *    Benton  again  di»- 

'  Deb.  0*  Congr.,  XV,  pp.  170.  171. 

» Deb.  of  CoagT..  XV.  p.  IM. 

»n.ia..p.  197. 

* "  AllTimre  units  in  tbo  otmclunan  that  forelen  poinlation,  Ua  alir 
nor  temtocy,  can  have  paang*  into  tli«  Union  oniric  tba  exeidM  dt  tfat 
tna^milciiifT  ftuwtuin  in  the  ROtenim«nt;  awl  Uial  foaction  iiMtb 
contrnw.  Tticiv  ia  no  contrivance  to  elodc  tbe  reagrt,  nor  nnoplng  vbich 
may  impti^  ^hv  condiiBioa.  .  .  .  Tlie  onlj  mode  of  eStetaatum  of 
tfa«  wtmimon  of  Tcxaa  InvloUj  .  .  .  ie  bj  tbe  neolation  ot  tbe  ^tm- 
ant  state  of  Texaa  into  lit  couipoiMDttlainc&taof  popaUuioo  ami  bsrihxT. 
whifii  mxf  in  thoas  fcnai  pa«  throofb  Ibsordoal  Mrt  of  lb*  ti«aty-aud[- 
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tiDguI&lied  kim&clf  by  tlio  i^-eightj  eelf-certuiiitj  aud  tlic  id- 
ciisive  dialotiticd  with  wliiclt  lie  dcfeuded  tliie  viuw.  The 
seasioD  as  well  oe  'J'ylcre  presidency  were  ntpidlj  drawing 
to  a  cloee,  and  tlin  Ipft  wing  of  t-IicannexatioiiUts  wan  TorciHi 
to  abaodon  the  hu[)o  to  cajole  aud  force  the  nmjoritj-  u{  tlio 
Benate  in  the  aiiuiinary  miinuer  proposed  by  the  president 
Then  it  was  tliat  Walker,  of  Misfiiwippi,  hit  upon  an  e.\pe- 
dieni.  lie  moved  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the 
honso,  in  aocoi-dance  with  which  the  president  might,  nnder 
certain  oonditions,  conclude  a  treaty  of  annexation,  if  snch  a 
coarse  should  eeem  to  him  better  than  to  submit  the  pend- 
ing resolution  to  Texas.'  A  part  ol  the  opposition  greedily 
groBped  at  tbcuop;  and  Benton  fintof  all.  Miller,  of  Now 
JerEey,movixl  as  an  amendment  the  bill  whicli  Benton  had 
brought  in  on  the  J  1th  of  December,  1844.'  Tiici  Mie- 
sourian,  true  to  bis  principles,  anooanced  that  he  would  vote 
against  the  amendment  To  the  qucsEion  whether  lie  wished 
to  kill  his  own  child,  he  replied:  "  I'll  kill  it  stone  dend."' 
Ho  waa  repaid  with  laughter  and  applause  for  this  heroio 
and  pati'iotic  resolution.  Tbcm  was,  indeed,  loom  for 
laughter  if  one  were  not  able  to  understand  what  just  ground 
there  was  to  weep.  Benton  and  those  who  with  him  were 
caught  iu  Walker's  snare,  hud  repeatedly,  aud  with  the ' 
greatest  cmpba»iss  declared  that  the  only  couatitulional  \v^y 
to  annexutiuu  was  a  treaty.  Thoy  now,  aocordiuglv,  in  a 
formal  manner,  uutliorized  the  president  to  decide  as  he 


tag  power  uader  the  coiutjtatioii."  Ben.  Doc,  2SUi  Coogr..  2d  Scm. 
ISU-tA.  Vol,  III.  No.  79.  pp.  la,  «). 

'  "  TiaA  if  tbc  pn-sidcot  of  tlid  Diut«il  Stftl(»  aliolt,  in  hii  jud^cmcitt  and 
diacntiOD,  deem  it  mam  fidvuable,  ioatciul  of  prooecdtng  to  Hubniit  tlM 
toxogdng  resolution  to  the  Tepublic  of  Tc-xu  lu  an  oTortun!  on  Uiu  piirt  of 
tiMDiutedStaUwforadinusiun,  UiMSa4i;itu  wiLb  tfaatrcpubtiu,  Uieii,"fiUL 
Debi  of  CoDgr..  XV.  p.  SlM. 

•lliid-.p,  15-'.. 

'  Ibid.,  p.  2^. 


712   JAOKaOn*a  ADMIMSTRATION — ■  ASinXAnOV  0T  TBXAB. 


thonght  best,  whether  Uio  conetiliitiou  should  be  luainlAJiied 
intact  or  whether  it  ehonid  he  trBniploil  under  foot. 

Til©  resulutian  of  the  house  with  Walker's  amendment  was 
adoptej  hy  s  vote  of  twenty-seven  agfiinitt  twenty-five,  and  on 
the  2Sth  of  Pehruary  the  house  concurred  in  it  by  a  vote  of  ono 
bnndrud  mid  thirty-two  aguiust  seven ty^aix.' 

The  renegade*  in  both  houses  of  congresB  declared  later,  thai 
tliey  would  never  have  meddled  with  the  compromise  if  Mc- 
Dnfhe  hiu)  not  declared,  in  the  Bcnnte,  that  CnlhotiD  would  not 
have  the  "audacity"  to  invite  Texas  to  hurried  action,  on  the 
ground  of  the  retiolutionof  the  house,  and  if  Polk  had  notgiven 
hiu  prominc  to  act  iu  tlie  sense  of  the  WiJkcr  amendment.* 
Tho  Joint  rcsuliilion  rteeived  tlie  pre.xideiit'a  signature  on  the 
l8t  of  March."  Tlio cabinet  concurred  in  it,  and  Calhoun  wrote 
his  di*]>atch  to  the  minlater  in  Texiis  the  siinie  night.  I^te  on 
the  evening  of  tlie  3d  of  MarcJi  —  Tyler's  presidential  term 
hadnotmanyhonrstolast — Texas  received  the  invitation  to 
malcc  iific  of  the  broad  flight  of  steps  of  the  resolntion  of 
the  house  as  an  ascent  to  the  temple  of  the  Union.*  Calhoun, 
in  his  instruction  to  Donelson,  laid  stress  on  it  —  and  re- 
j)ea.ted  the  declaration  in  a  speech  of  tho  24-th  of  Febroaiy, 
1847,  in  the  t^eimtc  —  that  he  bad  talcen  this  elep  because  be 
'was  convinced  that  even  now  no  annexation  treaty  woald 
have  received  the  assent  of  the  senate.'    The  bridal  dre&s  In 

'Ibii.,  pp.  229,  231. 

•Tliirty  Yeare'  View,  II.  pp.  G3C.  fS37. 

•Stat  at  L..  V.  p.  797. 

*"1  law  tlm  iinpnrtAtiCA of  nctinff  promptly,  tuiA  odTivt^  Ihfl  pmiclenC 
to  adi  witliotit  4i'Iit.v;  tlint  lie  lintl  tlte  conNtitiilionol  righi  of  iloinK  to,  and 
that  I  dpemcd  it  nwpsuuy  that  he  should  act.  in  order  effwtiinJiy  to  Mvara 
the  toicccsa  of  A  mcfwuro  'whidi  bad  orijnimk-d  wi(fa  bia  atttDiniBtiation. 
Ilia  caliinf^t  wcm  miininaned  the  iiejtt  day.  aiid  ooacuireil  in  Uie  opinioa. 
That  nifrht  I  pivpiired  tiie  diaijatcli  far  Mr.  Dunr'lMii,oiir«A(Tr^^iuT<-XM. 
tad  the  next:  day,  late  itt  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  Maidi,  itwM  forwanled 
to  him."    Calh.'a  Worlw.  IV,  p.  88.*. 

*  "  Ths  piusidcnt  hiu  di:lil>vraM.v  cviuiJervl  tli«  lulijecL,  aadis  o£  opinioa 
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which  Calhonn  h&A  led  tlic  beloved  of  the  stavopmcj  to  the 
Uniou  was  tUo  torn  and  tattered  cuaelJtutioD  of  the  tJuited 

SUtCB. 

Ab  far  back  as  eiglit  years  provions  to  thiR,  Dr.  ChanniDg 
had  written:  "By  thia  net  oar  country  will  enteroD  a  career 
of  encronchmcnt  and  crime,  and  will  merit  the  panishment 

tb»t  it  wooU  not  ba  ujriaahle  to  enter  into  the  iiAi!«(ifttiiMi  aiithonzM  by 
the  aoimilnmt  of  the  eeoate;  and  jroo  ore,  ocoonliiiKljr,  iruFtractcd  to  pro- 
•ent  to  thn  (ranmiaent  of  Texu,  as  th^  bans  of  ita  adroi^on.  tho  pro- 
poaals  GOntaiucd  m  tbo  molution  at  it  come  ham  tho  hoosa  of  rcpcoeuta- 
tivet.  It  is  not  dm-mal  n<V!W!U7  to  ■'InU'  at  liuvo  thit  trToiinds  on  whidi 
tlu  demon  rMbi.  It  will  b^  suffidont  to  ntntft  bnrfl;'  ttist  tlio  proviaioiu 
of  tha  i^Mlution.  m  it  ciune  from  the  hiyoir.  um  mora  liiDpIo  in  tlieir  char- 
acter— mas  he  more  n.>adil;  luni  with  Icm  diScull;  and  expaue  eaxried 
into  eSbct;  and  thai,  the  gnat  ol^Ji-ct  coatcmplotcd  by  the  n  ia  mncli  leu 
flxpoeed  to  tho  hiuard  of  ultintnti^  JMi^aL  .  .  .  Hut  tJio  ilccinve  ol>- 
joctionto  the  umendmciit  of  the  s^ntito  is,  ttiat  it  woulJ  enJan([er  tin 
ultimata  enocoui  of  U)»  measure.  It  jiTopoie*  lo  tic.  by  nesotiallnn  bntweeo 
tbo  govenunmtt  of  tii«  Onitad  Statm  and  Tvxm,  tho  terms  &nd  conditioni 
on  which  thf  utaie  sliall  b«  ailroitUd  into  onr  UiiioD.  midtbccexiioDof  tho 
rexunnioR  temtory  to  the  United  StntN.  Now  by  wfatU^ernunc  tho 
amenta  oondootbgtbF  w^gotiatjon  maj  be  known  — nrbetbcrbh«TbecaIlcd 
eommiaiioiiers.  minifltnv.  or  by  any  othirr  (it.|i<  —  tlio  compact  agreed  en 
liythejn.in  Miidf  of  tticir  nxp^tirv  gov ctn men  1^,  would  bo  a  ticaty, 
wfaetbtfT  ho  callvil  or  dact9iiated*by  somo  othfi  name.  The  rorj  mrauaBg 
of  a  treaty  >*.  a  ooinpact  1>otwiMn  ind^^pencknt  stat'^A,  fonndoil  on  ueKOli- 
ftlion.  And  if  a  tnruty  (m  it  d«iLrLj  wutilil  be),  it  miiJit  l<e  citbrnitted  to 
the  senato  fur  iU  npprofal,  and  run  the  hasard  of  reooiviuf;  Ihn  rotsa  of 
two-tlunli  of  tiK  mcuibvn  pnxcnti  which  coold  faaidly  be  cxpcctod  if  we 
ace  to  jndge  from  n»;nt  rxpt-rieaoe.  TUa.  of  itadf,  is  oonaidered  by  the 
pRatdent  aa  a  conduidTtt  rciuon  for  propoaing  the  leaolutioa  of  tho  boiur 
iaabead  of  th«  anicndnteut  of  tlie  venata  a*  the  baaa  of  annexation." 
Calh.'e  Woriu,  V,  pp.  393-395,  "  I  selectM  tho  rwmlation  of  tho  booae 
in  pnrfcrencG  to  Uie  aindidnicnt  of  wfaich  tho  aoiator  bom  Minoori  woa 
tho  author  —fin  to  far  aa  the  ohjoist  of  Walker's  amondntont  wai  to  falSIl 
u  ^  M  potnible  the  wiahca  of  Stmtonj—  bccauae  I  clearly  law,  not  onb' 
ttiat  it  vaa  pvct/  way  pretetable,  bat  th«  only  oniiaui  modo  by  which  as- 
iii-xalion  MuU  b«  eSi»^«d.  .  .  .  That  the  ooorae  I  adopted  did  Mean 
tii«  aunnmtioo,  and  that  it  was  indispcnaaUa  for  that  purpose.  1  hava 
bigh  authority  in  my  poanaaiaa."    CaUi.'a  Worio,  IV,  pp.  3Si,  364. 
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and  woe  of  aggravated  wroiig-dniDg.  The  seirare  of  Texas 
will  not  stand  aloue.  It  will  be  linked  by  an  iron  Dcoessi^ 
to  long  continiu:d  deeds  of  rajiiiie  and  blood.  Agta  may  not 
nee  ctio  cataatroplie  of  tlie  tragedy,  the  lirst  tcene  of  wbidi 
we  ar«  bo  ready  to  enact.  Texa^  ie  a  conntry  oontjuered  by 
our  citizens,  ottd  the  anDtixation  of  it  to  uiir  Uuiun  will 
bel)Dt  the  beginning  of  (Mjuque&ts,  which,  unless  arrested 
and  licaton  back  by  Providence,  vrill  stop  only  at  tiie  Istlitnns 
of  Dariun.  Henceforth  we  must  cease  to  cry,  peace!  peace! 
Our  eagle  will  whet,  not  gorge,  hie  appetite  on  hiB  first  vi©. 
tim,  and  will  enulf  a  more  tempting  qaarry,  more  nllurioe 
blood,  in  every  now  region  which  opens  Boiithward."' 

Tlio  eagle  grew  tirt-d  of  playing  the  vulture,  and  learned 
to  become  aahatncd  of  that  role,  but  Texas  became  the  Nes- 
sna  robe  of  the  alnvocracj.* 

'  Jay,  Rinriew  of  M«xiciLa  War.  p.  lOfi. 

'AdaniiiD  hiagn»fBU^>port{xIliimaplf  with  the  fonbodintr  hope  that  Ibia 
aught  bappcD.  Wben  t.hi;  news  that  Tcxu  bad  accepted  the  oondiUou  of 
anni'xniion  catn'?,  hc>  wroUt  Jii  bin  tliory :  "  If  the  voice  of  ths  p«ople  b  tli« 
voice  of  God,  thh  mnutniu  him  now  thuRancHoD  of  Ahalglaij  Goi.  .  .  , 
Vktrix  eauaa  Dtoplacuit.  The  aeqiisl  is  in  the  handi  of  Providmoe,  imd 
Uu>  altimiil«  tttiult  may  eignallj  diaappoiDt  l^oao  by  whom  Utla  eDU-rpnaii 
bu  been  consummated."    Mem  af  J.  Q.  A^ami,  XII,  p.  dOS. 
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